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Naval Supplementary Radio Station 

Otter Point, Umnak Island, Alask~ 

In a Commandant, THIRTEENTH Naval District letter of 15 December 1941, it 

waa recommended that the Strategic HFDF Station located at the Naval Air Station, 

Dutcb Harbor, Unalaska Island, be ~oved to Umnak Ialand which the Army was then 

developing as an air base but that the Dutch Harbor HFDF equipment itself Temain 

in place to support Naval Air Station , Dutch Harbor, operations. On 12 February 

1942, the Chief of Naval Operations (OP-20G) disapproved the request for the re-

location and atated that the Strategic HFDF Station would remain at Dutch Harbor. 

The Model DY HFDF equipment installed at Dutch Harbor would be reassigned to the 

Naval Air Station when replaced by the Collins ~FDF equipment (the Model DAB). 

In a 2 March 1943 COHTHIRTEEN letter to the ' Vice Chief of Naval Operations, 

the aubject of the move of the Strategic HFDF Station fr0t11 Dutch Harbor to Umnak 

Island was raised again. Based on earlier correspondence, the natural radio 

condition• at Dutch Harbor were apparently less than desirable and, perbapa, bad 

further deteriorated. through increased electro--magnetic interference aa the 

Dutch Harbor area expanded with the World War II build-up. Whatever the reason, 
., 

VCNO'a letter aerial 0829620 (date unknown) approved the latest request to move 

the Model DAB HFDF equipment to Umnak Island. .On 2 May 1943, COHTHIRTEEN queried 

if a decision had been made on also moving the Dutch Harbor Model DAH and Hodel DP 

direction finder equipments to Umnak. BUSHIPS' ·a62325Z HAY 43 to COHTHIRTEEN 

stated that, sub.J_ect to ~CNO authorization, RUSHIPS was agreeable to the mov~ment 

of the Hodel DAB , DAH. and DP d1rection finder equipment• froca Dutch Harbor to 
' 

Umnak Island provided that techpically acceptable sltel! with cOtimJnlcations facili-

tiea could be found. BUSHIPS' 141815Z HAY directed COHTHI RTEEN to proceed with 

the installation of the Hodel DA R at Umnak ·Island for su pplementary us c if the 
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A~ was agreeable. VCNO'a 152202Z HAY to COMTHIRTEEN authorized the ~ove of the 

Model DAH direction finder equipment but stated that the use of the Model DP 

equipment at Dutch Harbor could be discontinued for supplementary work since the 

Model DAH and Hodel DP equiP=ents ~ere not both required at Umnak. COHTHIRTEEN 1 a 

192349Z HAY reported that the Mode _ DAB ~o-: the -Ulllllak installation was at Puge t 

Sound, Washington, a~aiting shipment . An estimated completion date for the Umnak 

station was given aa l July 1943 . 

On 1 Juna 1943, COHTHIRTEEN forwarded to the Commander, Alaskan Sector, the 

plana and specifications for the cons truction of a building for the Model DA B 

direction finder at U~ak. COMTHIRTEEN also requested that a representative be 

designated with whom the Radio Material Office engineers could consult relative 

to the installation of the Model DAH-l equipment and choosing a auitable site; 

especially since the equipment had four 100-foot towers which could be a hazard 

to aircraft. Umnak Island was described as a ~ountainous volcanic island about 

60 miles west of Dutch Harbor. ·roe site selected for the Hodel DAB direction 

finder was at Antler Point on a flat plateau fi_ve milea west of the Naval Air 

Facility at Otter Pqlnt. The only natural obstacle for HFDF operations at the 

aite waa Tulik volcano, six miles to th~ northwest. Since the installation of the 

' I 
Hodel DAB HFDF at Antler Point represented a transfer of the Naval SuppleQentary 

Radio Station from Dutch Harbor to Umnak, it would also be necessary to ~ans~er 

one TBK-11 transmitter, as well as two Model RBG and one Model RAS receivers. The 

Model DT direction find~r installed at Dutch Harbor would remain there. COMTH[R-

TEEN' 292351Z JUN informed VCNO that completion of the DAB building and associated 
;:, -. 

facilities was projected for lO'~uly or earlier and all equipnent installation 

ahould be finished by 18 July •. 
' 

In a report datP.d 1 August, it was stated that the HFDF atation at Dutch Harbor 

was decoamissioned at 221SOOZ J uly and recommls!iioned at its ne1,.1 location on UDinak 
0003 
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! ;:.:d At 2JllOOZ July. ihc new coordlM tea for the .tation were 53° 21 1 44497" 

North 167° 54' 52 523" ~est on a plot of nearly level ground meaauring l800'x 1800 1 

at Antler Point, Umnak Island. The Model DAB HFDF cquipsent was l~ated in the 

exact center of t he plot . Power for the station was initially provided by two 

12.5 KW gasoline generators and would eventually be provided frOM a pzywer plant 

being constructed by the Army. Quarters had been constructed about 800 1 from 

the DAB bu ilding and consisted of a galley, mess hall, sleeping quarters, an 

office, and the operations ro~. A Ship'a Cook had been assigned from NAS Dutch 

Harbor and he had been given a security indoc~rination. Communications between 

the DAB building and the operations ro~ was by a teletalk system. (see Appendix A) 

In the station's monthly report for August 1943, the station reported conaid-

erable interference and unstable bearings during the latter part of the month due 

to the Northern Lights. However, a definite improvement in overall operations 

vaa reported fro~ that experienced at the former Dutch Harbor aite. The only EM! 

reported vas from an Army radar which was used intermittently during the evening 

hours. The replacement of one of the gasoline generators vith a 20 KW diesel 

generator eliminated slight ignition noiaea. The aecond gaaoline generator vas 

relegated to a reserve status. 

In response to a query on the station's equipment status, the Naval Supple-

mentary Radio Station, Otter Point, Umnak Island. Alaska, reported, as major ftems 

of equipment, one Model TBK-11 transmitter installed in the Naval Alr Facility, 

Otter Point, transmitter room; tvo Hodel RAS-3 receivers; two Hodel RBK-1 

receivers; one Model RSC-1, one Model RBA-1 and one Model RRB-1 receiver; one 
.: 

Haamarlund HQ-120 receiver, and \.the Model DAB HFDF equipment. Apparently the Model· 

DAH direction finder had not been installed as originally planned. Remaining at 

the old alte at Dutch Har bor were a Model DT HFDF equipment, two XAB/HRO receivers, 

and miscellaneous equipment. 0004 
In the September monthly report, the station reported having three Hodel RRA-1, 



one Model RBB-1, and three Model RBC-1 receivers. 

In a 15 October letter, the Rad i oman i n Charge, ~~C R. J. Rox, USN, informed 

the Aasiatant Director of Naval Commu nications (OP-20G) that RHC Boardman Barron 

Jones, USN, would be completing a three-year tour outside the c ontinental United 

States in Dec ember 1943, as would RMl Jdck Wlborn Cor ne ll , USNR. in January 1944. 

On 15 November, ADNC (OP-20G) reported that orde rs on t he men would be reques ted 

when rell~fs became available in Decembe r . On 27 December. OP-20G requested that 

both men be transferred on or about 10 January 1944 from Umnak to the U. s: Naval , -

Radio Station, Point St . George, California, (see Appendix B for other personnel 

aaaigned to the Umnak station) 

On 3 May 1944, OP-20GX requested that the calhign "NHG'' be reassigned to the 

Supplementary Radio Station at Umnak and the station letter designator "K" had 

be~n transferred with the station fr~ Dutch Harbor to Umnak. 

The monthly report for October 1944, was aigned by Chief Radio Elect r icia n 

C. R. Coyle as Officer in Charge. He reported that during the month, all coordin-

ated tracking was carried out by flashes from ~ with bearings forwarded 

by radio back to net control. The reports for November 1944 and subsequent montha 

were essentially the same indicating that the total misaion for the station was 

HFDF. 
., 

In the monthly report for March 1945 , it was rec~cnded that the TBK-11 

trans~itter be replac ed slnce it had been in use for almost three years wilhout 

a major overhau l and was l n need of major repairs. It \Jas also requested that a 

diesel-trained Machinist's Hate be ass igned to the station s i nce, due to inclement 

weather, electri~al powef from the Armyta power plan t was not reliable and , 

apparently, the stat i on's d iese l , generator had to be used often. The TBK-ll was 

replaced by a THW-4 in April and overhaul o f the TBK-11 was initiated. 

In a Fleet Radio Unit, Pacific Fleet letter dated 27 April 194 5 to AONC on the 

subject of a reorganization of the Pacific Str.:ltcgic IIFDF Net, lt was proposed that 



·. 

the Umnak station either be closed or turned over to the Coast Guard. Apparently 

the Umnak station was offered to the Coast Guard as proposed by FRUPAC because it 

was noted on 26 June that a CDR Brallier, USCG , had stated that the Coast Guard 

would not be able to use the Umnak station sinc·e construction had already begun 

on a new Coast Ccard ntation at Un imak. CNO's 2918012 JUN informed COMSEVE~rEEN 

that t he progress of the war in t he Pacific was s uch that the Nava l Supplecentary 

Radio Station at Umnak was no longer required. Since the Coast Gunrd did not 

want the station for their air-sea rescue net , it was proposed to decollllliss-ion the 

station on l August unless COMSEVENTEEN required the station for other purposes. 

All station personnel would be transferre·d to other supplementary activities. All 

· .. 
equipment would be made available to disposition except the Model RBA, RBB and 

RBC receivers which would be transferred to the .. Naval Supplementary Radio Station, 

In bia Ol0630Z JUL, COMSEVENTEEN reported that the Umnak atation was not 

required for local operations and, in any case, its usefulness was particularly 

limited since there were no other Naval installations nearby. Apparently the 

Naval Air Facility at Otter Point had been decommissioned. On 2 July, ADNC (OP-20G) 

reported that Umnnk would be decommissioned on 1 August 1945. 

The decommissioning took place as scheduled. In his 0921012 AUG 45, t·he 

Officer in Charge reported that the Naval Supplementary Radio Station, Umnak 

[sland ceased operations at OlOOOlZ August and WUG completely decommissioned ar 
071800 local. All personnel had been transferred to the Naval Operating Rase, 

Dutch Harbor, where they were awaiting transfer to t hei r ultimate du ty stations. 
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r 
NA.HE 

BURKS. Donald Leon 

BLAKEY, Rodney William 

CORNELL, Jack Wlborn 

,;· 

COYLE, C. R. 

DAVIS, Thomas (n), Jr. 
,. 

FENTO~. Cl emen t Beaven 

FOX, R. J. / ' 

HELLING Vi.nccnt . Elwood 

HULL, Randolph Wesley 

JACQUES, Ephrai• Oliver 

JONES, Boardman Barrow 

KELLER, Frank (n) 

RA:-iK/RATE 

RH3 
RM2 
RMl 

RM3 
RM2 

RHl 
RHC 

CRE 

Slc 

RH3 
RM2 

RHC 

RH3 
RM2 
RHl 

RM.3 
RH2 
RHl 

RH2 
RHl 

RHC 

R.H.2 
RHl 

MARDIS, Algie Brownlow RH1 

HARTELL, Edwin Charles 

I • 

RHl 

roo 
PJ12 

..: 

..... . .. - ' ··" .... ~ .... . _ .. ......... -. ······ .. . -·· ·-· . 

PERSONN~L ROSTER 

DOR SVC SVC/FILE NR REPORTED TRANSFER 

USN 316-96-01 2 Feb 44 

6 Jun 45 

USNR 414-36-41 Jul 43 
1 Oct 43 

USNR 401-37-11 10 Jan 44 
1 Jan 44 

USN 

USNR 869-30-99 15 Nov 44 May 45 

USNR 710-47-65 2 Feb 44 

USN Jul 43 

USNR 8 72-66-03 2 Feb 44 
' 

16 Jun 45 

us~ Oct/Nov 43 7 May 45 
1 Jan 44 

USNR 414-37-27 · Jul 43 
1 Nov 43 

USN 274-14-97 10 Jan 44 

USNR 414-36-82 Jul 43 
l Jan 44 

USNR 604-69-08 
2 Feb 45 

USNR 414-41-49 Jul 43 
1 Oct 43 

B-1 ·> -... . : .~ .... 

REHARKS 

Arr fm Bainbridge Island 

Arr in move fm Dutch Harbor 

Dep to Point St. George, ~ 

Officer in Charge 

Dep to Commander, Unalaska Sector 

Arr fm Bainbridge Island ~ 

Rad i 0¢Ln in Charge. Arr ln mov : 
fm Dutch Harbor 

Ar r fm Bainbridge Island 

Arr fm Bainbridge Island. Dep 
for Castroville, CA 

Arr in move fm Dutch Harbor 

® 
Dep for Point St. George, CA 

Arr ln move fm Dutch Harbor 

Arr in move fm Dutch Harbor 
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~A.'{£ RA:-ll</RA TE --

HCCOY, c. c. SC1 

H~ILLIAHS, Robert H. .RM3 
RH2 

QUALE , \olillia111 ll. RH1 

ROGERS I John B. RM1 

SHITH Jack T. cJ • RM.2 
RH1 

STEINERT , R lchard L. RH3 
,. 

THOHPSON, Cheater Ervin IU12 
RH1 

// RHC 

truCKER, HOIJ.'!rd Cbarles RHl 

VODEN, Gorre Stewart RM2 
R.'H 

h'ATIS, Ray T. SC2 

WOODMAN, William Fenderson, IU1C 

0 
C) 

~ 
"-.j 

Jr. 

-· 

I• 

.. . ... .. ... ...... .... . . . .... ~' . . .. . 

PEHSO~~N'EL ROSTER 

DOR SVC SVC/FILE NR REPORTED TRANSFER REM.A.R KS \ r . -- -- . <' 
USN Ju1 43 . . .. 

.. . USNR 6 70-48-31· .. Ju1 43 7 May 45 · Ar r i n -move fm Dutch Harbor. ~p 
for Cas troville, CA 

USNR 8 Hay 45 Ar r fm C4 a trov Llle, CA 

USNR 8 May 45 Ar r f m Castroville. CA ~ 
USNR 7 May 45 Arr fm Castroville, CA 1!1 

1 Apr 45 

'I 
USt-IR 761-77-32 li 

® 1! 
USNR Oct/Nov 43 7 Hay 45 Arr fm a&inbridge Island. Dep ll 

1 Jan 44 for Castrovil le, CA I ' 
S Kar 45 

J I 

i l 
USNR 402-74-17 Jul 43 Arr i n move fm Dutch Harb or t }\ 

- Jul 43 Arr in move fm Dutch llarbor 't! I 

1 Nov 43 ii 
d 

--! I 
USNR 875-94-35 8 May 45 

USN 359-97-25 Jul 43 Arr in move fm Dutch Harbor 

~ 
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U~:}TAK 

· Umnti.lc I slo.n u is a tnOWl tninoun volcanic islund 60 "miles \'U3St : -~ ?:' :.·: :: 
·:·": ·, .. 

" of uutch Enrbor, Tho zu.rf ao e so i l is volcanic ush of low oonduotivity;· .... <. : 
. . :: ·.. . .~ . . 

A J&:J del D/1.B direction finc.lor is located at Antler Point, n flat plateau .. : )' .. _. 

\ rive n .L ... ..,:J ~-.-o~ t. of tho Navul Air Facility a t Otter Point. A.rranse.ce~t :·. : .. :.: 

ot raoilities at the Supplementary Radio Station, at Antler Point,-'{s· ::_-'_"._-. ~ 

indicated_. by ·aerio.l photo0rn:yhs, Figuren 20, 21, 22, -unc.l 23, .Tul ik .-· 

Voloano, si:< milcn to tho northneot, is th·o only naturnl obsta al-a in :···:·:: . 

tho vio lni t.y o.f Llw Di te • ilonul tP. rrorn tllu Ulonok DAn lns tnllntion· o~ ·_._... · 
' . . . .. · . : 

para f~vorably · ,(/lth results obtclnou b y thu lJAB installo.tion at AmOh1tka~· -
.. ' . 

Dooauoo of tho low electrical conductivity of the volounio soil, the. >· 

Antler Point; sito is not rooom::1ondud tor a Llodol DAJ dlroction tinder :;· ~

insttillution. T\'/een Point.- located !our ~lee Vleot of the · present ~u~> _.: 
plemontary Radio Station, W1d illustrutud by Figure~ 24, .25, c.nd ; (; ·h~~-.- ._· .:._ 

' . . 

been inv<;">s ticat cd, because of itn larce area ot tlat slopins terra~ :_ ~- _.: · 
. ' 

and its ·rem~t·e locution !rom any source of Innn-IIlllde 1nterteronoo,·· aa · a ··· .. ·. 
---- - . ·. ·. --:' '/. -

posalblo location ·ror a complete supplementary radio activity, trith :_. 

directional o.ntcnnns 1'or intercept nnd ;.~odol DAJ ll!ld Model VAil direction 

finders. Sufficient area exists for such un activity, but the aoll .1a.· .,: 
. ' ., . . . : 

volcanic ash anu cinde r m.o.tcriul, with vory low elec tricc.l conduc tivi ~y. ·. 

In = t!w light of infors:.1 tion con taincd in r o.fcronco . {c), rolu.tl ve to 'soil 
.. "'• . . . 

r oqulrcnon ts for t he :.~odcl D!-..J unu I.!odel D/Jl dire a tion f'inder:J 1 :the - ~-: .. ' .. :. 
• •• 0 

'1\·;ecn Foin t si to do~;~ not c.p:;>eA.r sa tisfc!ctorj' for this purpose. . .- -: 
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