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REVIEWER Is NOTE: 

.. 

This document was prepa.r;ed as UNCLASSIFIED.:by·.·."Naval 
personnel_ who had access to classified records. The 
first . review to veri~y the fact that the r eport does 
not contain sensitive information was c onducted by 
personnel · of th~ Naval Security Group . . · The original 

·. ,. . . of . this document . was . retained by them and has ;>een 
· - -·· . :. · ·placed in the NSG Repository, Crane, Indiana. A final 

· ·,- · ·. review .to insure · releasability was conducted by NSA . 
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U. S . Naval Supplerrentary Radio Station 

Port -Isabel;•Texas 

NOI'E: The attached docurrent was prepared by Naval personnel 
with access to various histor ical rerords with the 
objective of bringing diverse rerords into a usuable 
narrative his·tory of a Naval activity . '!he docurrent 
does not OJnsti tute an of ficial Navy history and no 
claims are nade regarding its a::mpleteness and 
accuracy. Prepared by NAVSECGRIJDET crane, Indiana 

17 .March 1980 
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U. S. Naval Supplementary Radio Station1 Port !&abel, Texa~ 

. . 
On 2 MAy 1942, OP-20G requested authority to construct eight additional 

HFDF 8_tatioa• 1 f1 ~e· in S<?utk .Ame~ica and three oa A north-~outh line in the middle 
. . . • :J 

or the United Stntea; o~o in sout~aatorn Texa•, ooe .in North Dakota or northern 

MilUlesota 1 and one in either. lo'tla or tiebraska. The purpose behind the eatablinh-. . 

11ent Of tbeDe at.ations VOuld be to prOVide bee.rin.ga On tnrgeta Vhich COUld not be 

. . ' . 
hea.rd b1 existing atationa becau&e o! their being vith.in .the akip zone of the 

ta.rget ta radio tranamission.a. While pri~arily ple.:aned to auppl~ment the East 
.·. . . . . . . / 

Cout RFDF Net, the nev at&tion.s could also be availAble to take bee.ri~ on Pacific 
. . . . . . .. 

. targeta. A station in aout~a.stern Texas·_, in conJunction vith tb.e exiating atation.t 

at , · .· .. - , _:--::~ Ca.li!orn1a1 ~nd Jupiter, Florida1 vould e.l.so give ·a lona baae 

line for taking benrings on targets to the sout~ Authority to .establish these 

stat1on.a va.s granted and !unds allocated~ by the Bureau o! Ships i? August 1942. 
. . 

· OP-200 proceed.ed.vith the couatruction· or th.ree o! .the South .American &tations . . . . . 

(Reci!e, B~lcu:; 1 .and Bahia) ·but co~tructl.on of the three COHUS statio'"s vaa held in 
. . 

. abe~ce because the need anticipated at · thc April 1942· conference did not m&teriali~e 
• jl 
t • I' 

au!ficiently to warrant iJnC~ediately movio.g ahead vi th t!:.e original p~a.n. In February 

1943, OP-200 revie.,..ed aerie.l photographn or the &_outh.ec.~tern Texaa area vith partie-

u.lAr emphasis on. Cameron County. FroiD the!5e photographs_, tvo prospect! ve si tea 

north of Bro'tiDsville ve re selected ! or furt~r investige.tioa.. Ho·..-ever 1 no d.e!1ni te 

need to establish' the Texas etation aros_~ until March 19431 vh.en t:t:.e CCCI!:IB.l1der1 Gulf 

' 
Sea Frontier pressed r or additional dlrectioa t inder at~tio~ in the Gulf Sea Proatie 

At a 16 March con!ereace 1 it 'tins dec1ded1 nmon~ other things, t o eat~bli ah a mobilo 

OULFSEAFRON net to be operated mainly by Coast Guard personnel aud t o proceed at 
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once vith the southeast Te:is.!l atati on. The GULFSEAFRON net eccO!Ilplisbed .practically 

nothing during its e:xiste::lce ~cl vas disestablished in February i 944 by the Comoander 

in Chief, U. S. Fleet upon the repented recommendations of OP-20G. 

On 23 Aprill943, ENS H. F. Kane; .USN 1 vas order~d TAD to the EIGirrn . Nan.l . 

. . . 
. · Diatrict to inspect the. tvo Gites selected frC>al the aerial photogn.phs. Duriug the 

period 30 April through 3 May, E.HS .Kane and LT H. · L. Golds:nit~, the Staf! ·.Radio 

Material O!!icer at the _Naval Air Training Center, · Corp.us Chrl~ti, conducted the 

· • 
. survey .ind reported back on the tv~· potentia~ sit~u. T~ Cameron County area vna, 

·-: in general, considered· vel.l-s·ui ted !or an HFDF aite ·aince 1 t ia in the Rio Grande 

vall~y and ia tlat table' !~i~ land averaging 4 to 15!eet above mean aea level . . ·- . 

vith no large bills or mouhtainn. The problem Of ·aelecting & suitable' site vaa 

.reduced to choosing an area of ·au!ficient ai~e po,seaaing bigheat ground con~uctivity, 
.·. ·. 

a.Ccessibie to _PUblic ~tilitie'a . as vell a.s ·nearby t ovos ·and hi.ghvay:s, and that could 

be e&aily leased or purchased by the government . 

Site #1 vaa located one mile inland along .the. south side of Texas : high~ay /100 

about 12 ~ilea .!rom Los Fresnos and six miles !rOQ Port . Iaabel. The land vas 

apparently Uc.used aince ·the owner reported it too lo~ .and sal~y !or t~ grazing of 

. cattle or raising of produce. 'There vere no bulldin.gs near the aite but it ~~ felt 
. . . 

that the buildings at an old NaYal Radio Station in Port Isabel, .vh.ich had been 

abandoned in 1932 but vas still ovned by ~he Navy, could be renovated. The bui{~~s 
consisted of !our sets o! qu~rtera for married personn~l, one BOQ, one barracks, a 

gs.rage 1 a tr~emitter building, a nd a po'Wer hou.ne. It vas estioated tha.t it vou.ld 

·co:st ' $72~4001 leas· equipme.nt, to e stablish an HFDF station at Site 1/1 including the 

construction o~ all necessary buildings at the •ite rather than using the old Radio 

St .. tioa buildingn in Port Inabel. 

Site #2 vas locat~d about 12 miles inland and one end one-ha.lf ciles aouth o! 

Los Fresnos ru1d 11 miles north of Brovn~v!lle. It Yas believed t~t construction of 
. . 

a station at Site # 2 vould coat leis tl~n at Site #1 due to the availability of a 
. 0003 
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supply of fresh Vater from Los Fresnos vhereag Site #l had no ready source or !re3h 

vater. Hovev~r, Site #l vas recommended as the f irst choice on t he basig of possibly 

better ground vuve reception, since it vuo nearer t he .Gulf of Mexico, and higher 

ground conductivity. 

On 14 May 1943, OP-20G forwarded another menorandum t o OP-20 discu.asing nev 

CONUS HFDF atationsj particularly one in southeastern Texeo. Since the OP-20G 

memoracdum of 2 May 1942, the establish1lent. 'of Can.adian H;F'DF stations in t he Prov.ince 

of Hani toba bad elia:inated the need for a U. S. HFDF atation in North Dakota or 

northern Minnesota.' . Of t he tvo re!:!laitlin£; stationJl. deaired in the Mid \lest, it vas 

con,idered that establis~ent of & station in Texas vas t he mote urgent due to the 

strategic need for'better HFDF coverage in the Gulf are~ On 8 June 1943, a Vice 

Chief of Nava.l Operntiona ( OP -200) letter to the Chief of the Bureau of Yards and 
. . 

Docks via the Bureau of S~ps directed the establishment of the Port Isabel N~v&l 

Supplementary Rm.dio Station. The .Bureau .of la.rds .and Docka va5 to acquire the 

necessary land, construct or provide t he necessary facilities, and provide aod 

·insta.l.l the necessary equipment. .The buildinga ~t the abandoned Na.val Radio Station, 

Port Iaabei, vere t o be eXB.Ciined to detemine if it vould be more cost effective ·to 

renov~te the!l rather thAn construct nev buildings · at the site. I! so, transportation 

fa.cilities vould have · to be provided to get t he .men to the HFDF aite about aix miles 

from the old rs.dio station. It vas pl~d t o install a Model DA.J HFDF equipment, 
I 

a Model DAH MFDF e quip111ent 1 a Model TaK tra~lllitter, t vo LF (i5-600 kHz.) r:eceivera, 
. . . 

aix HF (l-30 mHz. ) receivero, and tvo VHF (30-150 mHz.) receivers. 

In BUDOCKS 2220312· JUN 43 to CCMEIGHT, BUDOCKS reported it ve..s about t o s ub:31t 

t he Port Isabel project t o the Secretary of t he' Navy for approval and requeDt ed 

CQ{giGHT determine vhether conGtruction of nev buildinga on oite or· utilization of 

t he old Naval Radio St&tioo buildings vould be more cost e ffective. In response, 

C~£IGHT forvnrded plana, photographs, and correspondence relating to the establiehment 

of the sta tion to BUDOCKS. It v~s reported that renovation of the old radio e tatioo 
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buildings could oe accompli8hed for about $121 000 and vould provide & galley, a 

a:el!s hall, a ba.rrac.k.s for 40 enlisted peroonnel and !our CPO 1
15 1 8.0d a building for 

adminiatrntiv~ offices ~d quarters for .the officer in charge. It vas estiwated 

' that construction of .nev buildings on site vQuld.cost about $101 000 more than uaing 

·the old radio atation. It vas further recOI:JliCended that any COI;lSider~tion o! Site lf2 

be abandoned aince it vac an old lake bed ~d ~uinage could .only be ~ontrolled by 
. . . . 

construct .ing a ring levee and installing a. drainage pUI:ilp - an e.xpensi ve project. 
. . 

Since an Army radar unit_ ·vas pre»ently occupying the old Naval Radio Station buildings, 
• 

an alternative proposal vas subaitted to use,an abandoned schOol ·house in Port Isabel 

located about tvo . blo~ks fr~ the old radio ·station. It ha.d'been offered to the Navy 

for the cost o! repaira nod upkeep ~ntil no longer require~ . ··. 

On 20 July, Bun9cKS .. info:rmed CCMEIGHT that a p'roject had be~n sub111ltt~d· t? SECNAV 
. . 

tor $200,000 to construct the station vhich included funds for the construction o! 

nev buildings on the site rather. than utilize the old Naval Radio Station buildings 

or the Port Isabel school building. The Officer in Charge of Construction !or the 

project vas to be C.APl' Fritz C. Nyland, "SEC, USN, the CCMEIGHT .Public 'w'ork.a Officer. -

. . I~ a 3 August progress report, OP-20GX reported -to OP-20G that the Port Iaab~l . . . . . 
. . . 

proJect had been sub~itted to SECNAV on ,22 July and approval vas expected be!?re 15 

.August. .All eq_uipment had bee·n ordered but no :pers~nnel vould be ordered until 

actual con.struction had begun. . J~ 

. ' . 
On 6 .A~gust, BUDOCKS informed CGMEIGHT. that the Port Iaabel .project had been 

approved by the Secretary of the Navy on 27 July 1~43, and instructed the Officer 

in Ch.ai-ge of Construction to c~nce '-lork on the sta.tion. Apparently . ~fficulties 

. . 
vcre e ncountered in letting the contrt'.c t sinc e a 26 October message reported that 

BUDOCKS ha d rejec ted all of the bids and the biddern vere being invited to resubmit 

nev propo6ala based on tbc omission of all collateral equipment. On 13 November, en 

inform~l note to LCDR JohnS. Cro~s ( OP-20GX) stated that BUDOCKS had avardcd the 

contr~ct8 for Port Isabel and construction vns to begin 1~ediately. The ·contractor 
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vaa tbe Knutson Construction C~any of Houston, Tex~s, vith ~ bid of $145 1 000. At 

the ti~e, rain covered the aite area and vork vao delayed connider~bly for. this reaao~ 

Work on the barracks aite, vbich vus conaidcrably higher, vas started first. Prelim-

in&ry vork on the D~ site and site drainage oto.rted about 15 "Dece.moer and footers . 

!or.the DF b~lding vere poured about .lO January 1944. 

In: a 19 January 1944 letter fro~ the Industrial Manager . (!~;~) 8ND to C~IGHT1 
··~ed guards ~ere. requested for the Port Isabel site . becau&e the Supply Officer !~r 

Radio vas, shipping three freight carloa-~s of CC?nfid.e.nti~ ;radio equipaent to the ·site 

to mi ve on 2.4 J~unry. ·. Con.atr~~tion YO.S e.pproximo.tely 2~ CC<Dplete az:d, for t~ .. 
·. . 

.:··. remaiode·r . o.r .. the .coosb·uc;:tion per_i~d, · gus.:rds v~m.ld. b~ . required for the confidential 

. · . ra..oio · eqtrlpm~ot. :stored ~d being installed. . It Ve~> · estimated .that a guard force of 
.• . . . . . . . .' . 

ten men ·inciudlng a · petty .officer in charge vould be &deque.te. ·· on 22 January, COMEIGHT . . - . 

reque~t~d BUPERS eend. part of t·h~ . station' a regular complent of personnel as aoon ao 

·possible·. ~ince personnel vere oot available from CCMKIGHT for the required guard force. 

Theae personnel could report to the prospective Officer in Charge vho .vas to report 

.· .. on or about .1 Feb.ruary. In addition to iulf1lling. the requirement for a guard force, -

it .vas believed that .being. ~n board dur~ng. the construction of the station vou.ld 

be~efit th6~e: vho vould e~entually be vorking Yith the equipment being installed. 
. . 

The prospective Officer in Charge vas reported in other correspondence to be Chief 
J~ 

Radio Electrician McLean. 

On 2~ January, CNO (OP-20GX) requeste~ C~~IGHT !orvard a rccom~ended comple~ent 
. . 

of General Service personnel to BUPiili.S for the Port Isabel Etation based on 8.0 

ant.icipated complement o! 36 Radiomen. .On 2) ·January, INO.I.AN tiUD resoponded to CNO 

via COMEIG~ vith a rec~mended General Service complement for the Port Iso.bcl 

etation aa follo~s: 

Pharmacist's Mate, first class 1 
Ship's Cook, first class (prefe rred ) 1 " 
Mess Cook.s '"' c.. 

UUUo Cook Striker 1 
Storekeeper l 
Storekeeper Striker l 
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Mesa Att~ndant · 1 
Yeoman, firat cla~s (preferred) 1 
BoateVain's Mate, first class (preferred) 1 
Motor Machiniot's Mate, first clas5 (preferred) 1 
Carpenter's Hate 1 
Shipfitter 1 
Seamen ·6 

· : officers and about 40 enlisted persori.nel. OP-200 recoctoended a Gener&l Service 

com~lc~e~t of one. PhMl, one SCl, c:me. SC3, ._one Md-!Hl, one' Carpenter's Mate ~r 
.. . 

Ship Fitter first class, end ! our see:nen • . A Yeoman vould be provided ?Y OP-20G. 
. . . .. 

In ad.di tion, CCMKIGET vould be requested to arrange for a civil1a.ri or .. Mnrine Corp a 
.· . ' · 

guard ·force !or the statio~ . · . ·' 

.OP-2cx;x 'e 290231Z JJJf 44. in!oi?ed CG!EIGHT tha.t ~rders tra.rus!erring. Chief Ra.d.io 

.. · Electrl_cia.n (~) C • . ~- McLean to ·cCMEIGHT . abo'ut 10 February !or duty M O!~ice:r in . 
. . · . 

Charge, Naval Supplementary R~o Station, Port :is.abel, h.e.d been reque.oted and order~ 

on nino Radion~n (Specials) ~o C~IGHT vould b~ requested about '15 February. On 4 
. . . . : 

February, orders vere requested for the transfer of four men from the Naval Radio 
-·---- - ----· --·-

-
Station, ,, ~d five men froo the Naval ~adio Station, Dupont, · .. 

. . . 
·soutb .Carolina, . on or about 15 February for duty at t~e Naval Supplementary R~dio 

. . . 
··station, Port Isabel, Texao. 

On 9 February, Mr. W. C. Meilander, the engineer.~upervising installation of the 
• J 

~F equipment, reported to LTJG H. F. Kane . that .construction of station facilitiea 

vas about 65~ c"omplete. The DF building wa5-practica.lly cocplete \lith occupancy by 

the Navy projected for 14 February with t~e .exception of a stand-by generator vhich 
. . 

vould be i nstalled later. A guard f orce vas being provided by Coeat Guard personnel 

from Brovnsville until the arrival "or the first N~vy personnel. 

Io an 11 February telepho~ con·;cr~ation between eRE McLec.n, then at CQ·fEIGHT 

enroute to Port Isabel1 and LCDR Crooa (OP-20GX) 1 CRE McLean reported that vor~ co 

the etation vas ahead of schedule '\lith 15 March a~ the projected date of commignioning. 

Hovever, vork on 26 miles of telephone lines for landlioe co~unications bad not begun 
0 - . -uu r. 
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and the telep~one compeny vould not start cooatruction until specifically authori~ed 

by .OPNAV. 

On 16 February, Mr. He !lander repo::-ted station facilities 8C!f, ccmple.te .v1th a 
. . . 

fev finishing touches needed on the DF building. Work on the antenna arrays vns 
.. 

progressing. On 18 February, CQ~IGHT officially stated t~t ·it vas .eatimated that 

. tho .Nav~ s.uJ?ple~ntar)r R~~ Station, Port I&oabei, Te.xas: vould be ready · !or 

cQ:ll:llisaio¢_ng 'on··:;or . about . 15 H~c:A 1944. On 18 February, BUPERS infomed I.H'I:MAN 

.8ND that the 'compleoent proposed by OP•20G in the endor3e~ent of~~ 8ND'e 
. -

requeated complement or ~~ral Service person.U.el had been approved. ·. A Shipfitter · . 
: . . 

(SFl) ~.been app~oved vice. ~ cari>enter ~ s He.te." 
.·.· .. .. 

In a 19 February l~tter fr~ AnNC (OP-20G) to the Co~drng Offi~er, 
.. . · 

Radio Acti vfties, Bainbridge -Isl..a.nd, Weshington, it va• ntated tha.t Port Isa.bel vould .. 

i~tialiy operate ' vith both t~ East Coast ~~d ~est Coaat HFDF Nets vith communications 

.vith the East Coast Net via landline acd vith the Weat Coast Net via raaio. Of the 

initial nine. Radiomen traasferr~d to the:station, four vere Y.an~-tr~ined operators. 

- It vo..s requeeted that the ne.cesoary West Coa.at HFDF Net operating instruction& be 

!orvarded to Port . Iaabel based. on · ~ complement of 36 Radi~en, a Model DAJ RrnF 

equipment, ten receivers and associated'equipment, ,although these resourcea vould · 

have to be divided in a mann.er yet to be detei"lllined bet'lleen the t•o HFDF · ne:ts. J~ 

. . 
On 23 February, Hr. Meilander reported station facilities about 8)~ complete vi th 

the DF building complete except for the inetallation or so~e plumbing and electrical 
. . ... 

fixture a. The nirie Ro.d.1001en had arrived and vere serving as guar~ and aasia ti e.g in 

equip=ent installatio~ 

On 26 February, COMEIGHT Bub~itted another recommended cccplem~nt consisting o! 

20 personnel of variou6 General Service rates and ratings similer to tbnt aubcitted 

on 25 Jll..Ilu.nry. CRE McLco..n reported the correct ma.iling ad.dre~o !or the atation va.s 

the U. 8. Na~al Supplementary Radio Station, Port Isnbel1 Texas. 

---'--------..uoll:Jnc..-..:..!?~oLJO~~.e.e.nhxrllll1lH.J:r~v'---LCN o._(_Qp -20G) !o.n£.arded..__!!. letter on the e..d.oi n t a tra ti on of .the[ 0 0 il_L 
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st~t1on to C~~IGHT. It stated thnt t he ~tation v~ establi~hed for Communication 

Intelligence purpoces as a otrategic direction finder station and vould operate 

directly under the Chief of Naval Operations f or all ~atters pertaining to Communi-

ca.tion Intelligence. ·. The initial cccplement o! opernting personnel vould be one 
. . . 

officer and 36 Radiomen. · This complement, plua one Yeoaao, vould be !urniehed by · 

CHO and the pernonnel vould be unde r the control of CNO. No transfers of operating 

perso~el :to .or :from the station . vould pe made .vithout the au_thorlty ~f the Chief o! 
. . 

·· Naval Operations. All recommendations for proroot~on of such personnel vere to be . . . .. . . . 
·:rorva.r~d to :SUPERS vic. CNO (OP-200 ). Excep_t o..s pre.viously indic~ted, all matt~rs 

. ' connected with the ~inistration and · ~aintenance of the station vere to be handled 

by CGG:IGHT who would assume jurisdication ov~r all ro'utine matters concerning non-

radio personnel; supply oi· ina.t.e.rial, registered publicatiotl!5' . etc. 
. .. 

· · On 29 February, the Officer .in Charge of the station w~s informed that the 
. . . 

ata.tion designator "AZ" and · the .radio cv.ll "!fWJ". had been .assigr1ed to the station. 

On 3 March, temporary operating instructi ons fo~ participation in the Atlantic · 

BFDF Nev vere forvarded to Port I sabel. ~he instructio~ vere termed te~porary s~nce 

the t ·racking instructions for the Atlantic HFDF Net vere in the procesa of revia'ion. 

On 4 March, CRE McLean reported to AnNC (OP-20G) that both the barracks a.cd HFDF 
t 

operations . building. vere 9&f, cooplete vi th occupancy expected by 15 March. . Correa
. ) 

pondence reg~rding ~he siie of .t he General Service ·cocplement vas continuing and~it vas 

!e~ed that this would delay operations at the station if no General Service personnel 

vere ordered in until it vas resolved since there \o"ere no facilities available in the 
·. 

to~n of Por t Isabel f or housing and subsisting t he necessa.ry number ·of men required to 

c~ence operntiocs at the station. At the time, one RMC and three RM3 o! the OP-20G 

complement had r eported for duty and orders hed been received on a YNl but no vord 

h~ bee n re ceived on any other perso~el. This is contrary t o Mr. Me1lander's 23 

February report stating that nine Radio~eu vere on boar~ CRE McLean reported that 

security !or t he stntioa vas a problem due t o lack or guard personnel. Efforts t o 

""CI ''".! ,..to t he le e k of e. va1l a hl l" . 
000 
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personnel in Port Isabel c..od the remotenens of the 11tation fro:n other tovn11 e.a vell 
. . . 

as the lack of transportation facilities. It ~aa felt that three guard pe&ta ahould · 

po maintained at the 6tation; one at the entrance gate at ~he barracks and paver 

. . 
hou~e, one at the entrance gate to th~ op~rationa building and DAJ antenna a.rray~S 

and one a~ a roving patrol outnide the oper'~tions building perimete.r nnd 1~ the 

vicinity of the DAB arr.ay. · eRE McLean reported that the ·"main barrnc:U vas located 

one atid one -l:ia.lr . ~·miles .frOt:J th~ DF operation$ b~lding vhich, ~ t1elf, ~a located · 

.. about.' 1000 feet sou.th . of a highvey. Tbe ' DAH array ~as located about 1500 feet south 

of thO operatio·n.a building -and. 1200. feet north of a · railroad. , In view of the location 

. :: ·. oi the ~Pe:n:-tions building . and a:n~enne. a.rrays and the .rela~i ve . proxi~it:y o! the site . 

to. both .~he Gult' of M~·xico and t~ Mexican bo.rder, · it vas !elt tb.&t __ :.guards ver'e 

·. ·req~ir~cL . I~ ~he area of o_perati-~ns , 1 t vas· eXpected t~t· the DAJ l:!FDF .installs.tlon 

· w~uld be . CCI:lpieted about 20 Ms.rch and the station ¥ould be ready to joi~ t~ HFDF net 

provid~d the .1ao.dli~e circuits vere installed, operating io.~tructions received, and· . . ·. . 

peraoo.o.el vere on b~~ The nao.ager oT the Southvegt' Bell Teiephorie C~pany bad 

stated that the laodlio.ea ~auld be installed vithio. three daya once conatructio~ . 

authori:r.ation vas r~::ceive~ · The DAR MFDF lru;tallation va.s projected for cCXJpletion 

about ·1 April.. 

In OP-200 's letter of 19 February 1944, · the Coomanding Officer~ Naval Radio~~ 

'ActivitiesJ Bainbridge I~landJ W~shington, had been informed of the intent to e~loy 

Port Is~bel in both the East and West Coast HFDF neto. - In his le~ter · of 14 March, 
. . . 

the C~anding Officer, Naval Redic Activities) Bainbridge Island, stated that the 

o.eceegary op~rating inatruct~ons vere being ·forvarded to Port Isabel but it vas con -

'sidercd that there vere s~veral factor~ ·~hich did not make t he addition of Port Isebel 

to' the ·west Coast lic:t wholly desirable. Co:::llln.inication vith Port Isabel vould req,uire 

the construction of another entenaa at Bainbridge Isl~nd and dedication of another 

trannmitter vbich vould alno require nddittonal personnel, all of vhich vere not 001 
' , \n l 7 n •dose or +big the naGa1bllity of radio 1ntt:rference vith the Gul! 
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C~t Net, and the i~~nding curtailment of Weot Coast HYDF activities, it va• 

reque~ted t hat tbe e~loyment of t he Port Ieabel ntation in .the West Coa&t HFDF 

Net be reconsidered. On 27 March, ADNC (OP-2CC) 1nfoit:led t~e Comoe.nding O!fice~, 

Naval Radio Activities,Bainbridge .Island, that P~Tt Isabel vould not participate 

in tho West Coast HFDF liet . 

. On 22 Mar~h 1944, CRR C. W. McLean requested the names and titles of those 

officers vho .. voul~ be ~ttending the · cCXil!IIissio.ni~g ·ceremony of the_ U. S. Nav~ 
· • . . . . 

Supplementary R_~o Station, Port Isabel1 Texns 1 sch~duled for 3 April 1944. He 
. ~ . . . . . . 

V83 subsequently informed that CDR Fre~ Catel, District Co~uoication Officer, 8ND, 

. . ' 
and LCDR R. 1L Dausma.o~.· Dbtrict Radio Material. Officer, 8ND, vould attend. · 

. o~ · 6 Ap~il, CRE C. W. McLean, Office~ in Charge, reported t~t. the station had 
.·~ 

be o!ficiA.l.ly .c~·issioned at 1000 CWT, 3 April 1944·; b! CDR Fre_d ··catel, l~NR, 

repre~enting · tr~ C~~d~t, iiGh~H Naval Diatrict. The 8tation had been commissioned 

for the purpoee of establishing a mesa for subsiatance and _fUrniahing quartero for 

personnel .ordered to t~e statio~ The station .vas pot cOmpleted as vork on operational 

. facillties and equipment io..atal.latfon vas continuing~ Cons:truction ~ being delayed ....., 
.. 

due to slippage in equipment .and material deliveries . and adverse veather. In e.d.dition, . . . 
. . 

·only Dine Radiomen had reported for duty~ 

CRE McLean subs~quently reported the coordinat es for the principal operational 

installations: 

Model DA.J HFDF: 

. Model DAH MFDF 

DAL 
DAM 
DAN 
DAO 

Operations Building 

.. 
~~ray #1 ·(1.5~3 mHz) 
- Array/r2 (3-7.15 mHz) 
-Array #3 (7.5-15 mliz) 

Arrs.y #L~ (15-30 mHz) 

26° 05 ' 24. 75 "N 91 
26° 0)' 24. 75 "N 91 
26o . 05 '. 21. 80"N 91 
26° 05 r 21. 80".tf CJr 

18' 
18 ' 
H3' 
18 1 

J~ 

38. 90"W · 
2~.50"W 
32.00"W 
36. 40"W 

26" 05 I 12. 40".« 91 lUI 34. 20"W 

26" 05 I 24. OO"N 91 H.\ I ) 4. 20";1 

On 5 Hny, NAVSUPFRADSTA Port Isabel reported its General Service complement hed 

beeu eatabliehed at 20 personnel brokeu down as follo~~= 

.BM.2 l 
Fl/c 1 
SC) l 

Sl/c 4 
YNl l 
St..Hl l 

82/c 4 CM2 1 SF2 
SK2 1 PhM1 1 SCl 

l Mc.MHl l 
1 SC2 l 0011 
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Apparently a dettliled. breakdovn o! the OP-2<X; Rad1001en (Special) ce&plement VIUI not 

available to the station other than that a totnl of approximately 36 Radiomen vould 

be assigned plus one Ye~a~ In addition to the 20-man General Servi~e c~plement, 

an increase ·Of twelve semx~en for guard duty had oeen requested. The hiring or 14 

civilian guards had been approved but suitable civilians in sufficient numbers to 

maintain a proper security guard were not av~ilable for hire in the are~ 

-In NAVSUPPRAD~TA Port Isabel's 061500Z MAY 44; the - ~tntion reported t~ OP-20G 

that the statio~;vouid join. the .East CoaB~ HFDF N:t at o61700Z. In the monthly 

report for. M~y 1944, NAVSUPPRADSTA Port. Isabel's entry for 6 May reported the 

conme~cement . of ~rationa.in th~ North -Atlantic HFDF ~et with tip-of!s and bearings 

hAndled via . radio circuits sinc'e . the landlines .vere 'not .yet installed.. l3y the end 
. . . . : . - . . . . . . . . . 

of the day, -no tip-offs Md been recei~ed and no bearings reported. . The monthly 

report · B.lso stated that the Model. DAR-a MFDF ·ins.tallatlon had been · ca:apleted on · · 

20 M~y but calibration vas .dclayed pending completion o! arrangement~ ~o utilize a 
. . 

blimp to make the ·calibration runs. In addition. to the tvo DF equipments, the station 

also. bad six Model RAS-5, tvo Model RBA-2 and one Model RBK-1 receivers, a Model PD-1 -. 

recorder, a Model TBK-15 trB:Dsmitter, a Diesel and a ganoline gene·rator, .as vell. as ·· 

·. miscellaneous electronic test equipment·, office equipment, and vehicles for trans-

· · portation and for hauling fresh vnter from Port Isabel to the site. Although it 

Jl 
vas reported that the DAR installation had been completed on ~0 May, the require~ent 

· to make a subsequent modification delayed ac.t ual completion until 20 June. Calibratio 

-
of the DAH equip:11cnt w~c accomplished on 7 and U July ur;io.g blimp K-44 attache·d to 

Detacbn::ent ONE, l3limp Squadron TWENTY -'IWO. 

On 2 Sept~mber 1944, the Co~andant, EIGHTH Nnval District instructed addres5ees, 

including NAVSUPPRADSTA Port Isabel, to submit a preliminary report to determine those 

reductions vhich could be made subsequent to cessation or hostilities vith Germany 

so that plan8 !or such reductions could be m~de. The station ~ been directed earlic 

to submit a plaa to OP-2<X; for decommiscioning t he station if and whee. it waa decided 

-- - 11'\.l .. -...1 an VA..._ nllbm1 tted on 9 Septea:~~~t:ld·: 
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called !or the . release of all but six enlisted peroonnel f or immediate transfer . 

. T~e :pA.I and DAH equii?mento "WOuld be dis:na.ntled nnd po.cLed f or ehipment. It ..,as 

estima.ted th.s.t the station could be decommissioned and e quiplllCnt shipped vi thin 

30 dAys o! receipt of orders. Enc l osures to the ~eport detailed the proposed 
. . . 

diapoaitioo of individual _1 tems of opera tiono.l and s upport equipment . 

.. In early September 1 a LCDR Reynolds and other Coaot Guard officers visited the 
. . 

atation and indicated an intere.st in the Coa~t Guard retaioing "t he st~tion if the . 
• • • •I 

Navy should no longer require it. -On 21 September, the C~andant, U. S. Coast . . . . . 

. Guard, forwarded a ietter · t~ th; Chief .of Nnval Opero.t~ons stating that, in 

accordru:lce Yith .CNO's lette.r o.f 8 June .1944, a preli~inary eu~ey of !acilitiee 

had been c onducted in the SEVRNTH and EIGHTH Naval Districta . and the Coast Guard · 

·· vas prepared ~~ undertake the est11.blishment of an HFDF network in the Gulf a.rea. 

Tne sites selected for. C01St ·Guard ~F st~tions "'ere NAVSUPPRADSTA .Juplter1 Florida; 
.. 

NAS .Xey West, ·Florida; HAS Ro~e, Louisana; . a site to be eelected in the vicinity of 

Houston, Texas; lt!ld NAVSUPPRADSTA Port Isabel, Texas. : 

On 3 October, OP-20G forvarded a fo~ listing Port Isabel'• CNO compleme nt as 

_follovo: 

JU.iC 
. ruu 

RM2 
RM3 
YNC 
Total 

11 
5 
5 
3 
1 

- ~ 

' · 

. J 
~ 

On 16 November, t he allo\lance :.tcis correct~d to reflect 11even ( 7) RMC vice ·eleven (11) 

!or a total .of 21 billetn. 

On 2 ) October, CNO (OP-20G ) officielly info~ed the Commandant , U. S. Coast Guard 

of the proposed diepos ltion of Atlant ic -nupplementary H.VOF etations upon ce•sation of 

ho:stilitiee in the Atl o.ntic Tb.t:ater. NAV!JUPPRADSTA Port Is_abel vaK one of t hose 

eched.uled !or relee.et to· t he Coas t Guard, if deoired. 

On 30 Oc t ober, OP-20G infor~ed OP-20Z t hat bo th NAVSUPPRADSTA J upiter a ad 

lfAVSUPPRADSTA Port Iao.bel could i mmediately participate in the H.FDF net..,orlc.s P:X:QP~d, 
UU.L 

' 
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in th~ C~an~t, U. S. Conot Guard's letter of 21 Septc~ber on a ba~is eimilar to 
. . 

thnt used in existing M-~F joint operation& serving air-see rescue. 

On 17 November, the Comcandant, U. S. Coast Guard restated the Coast Guard's 

deoire to assume control of sev~ral Supplemcnt~ry Radio Stations at auch time as 

en~y acti~ity voulq permit. In the interim, it . vas requested that the Coaat Guard 
. . 

be ~thori~ed to utili~e certain existing facilities and provide additional . .facilities 

at certain Suppl~~enta.ry Radio Stations. For ~ort Iaab~·l, ~t vas requ~ated that<the 

atation take be~ings v~n request~d by the CoMt Guard. In addition, it va.o re9-uested 

that th.o .cout Guard be zwthori:r.e·d to sonstruct a· USCG BFDF control rocxn in the . Navy .. 
tra.n..emitter rooo with a auppo~i~ receiv:ing antenn~ systei:l ~d that the Officer in 

Charge, NAVSUPP~A Port,Isabel provide quarters and messing facilities .for a 
. . . 

maxicum o.r ·~velve Coast .Guard enli~ted personnel. · on 22 November~ ADNC (OP-20G) 
. . 

forwarded a letter to NAVSUPPRADSTA Port Ieab~l on the subject of the particip&tion 

· .of Naval Supplementary Stations .in Co~st Guard Air-Sea Rescue Direction Finder Nets.· 

. The letter stated that the Navy vould continue to operate the HFDF equipment until 

ce8sation of hostilities at vhich time,._if it vali so desired, the station .vould be 
. . 

turned over to the Coast Guard. · In .the interim, the Navy vould provide logis~ical 

support .for the Coa~t Guard monitcriog personnel and equip~ent and the statioa vould . 

respond to Coast Guard alerts; hovevcr,' "supple~entary" operations wuld continue to 

be the primary mission of the statio~ 
. )~ . 

On 26 November 1944, LTJG Stephen W. Harris, USNH, reported on board NAVSUPPRADSTA 

Port ;sabel to assume the duties as . Of~icer in Charge on~ interi~ b&ais pending 
. . . 

the arrival of Ro.dio Rlectlcie.n Pja.l R. Don.a.ldson 1 USf{. LTJG Harris relieved I.TJG 

Colin ~. McLean, USN, 'on 4. December and LTJG McLean de~~ted the station enroute to 

hi;;~ nev aasignment as Officer in Charge; NAVSUPPRADSTA1 Bahia, Bra~il. 

On l December, the ~t~tion reported three RHC 1 three ~11 three RV2, aeven RH3 

'and one YNl on board and charged agnin8t the CNO (OP-20G) compl~meot of 21 billets. 

On 11 J?cccmuer 1 an interno.l OP -20C mcmoro.odur:~ requeoted that the teletype cbrO'f 4 
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connecting net control vith NAVSUPPRP~TA Port Ianbel be disestablished since 

activity in the Atlantic nrea had decreased to ~uch a level that all tr~f!ic concern-

ing the Port Isabel station could be hnndled on the existing radio circuit. 

Although it VAS pla.ruled to offer ~AVSUPPRADSTA Port Isabel to the Conat Gua.rd 

vben the var had vound dovn nufflciently in the Atb.ntic, no firm date had been 

·~stablishe.d until CNO' s 231407Z DEC 44 to · CCN~IGliT · v~. · received at~ting . ~~~t 1~ ~" 
planned to tranaf~r NAVSUPPRADSTA Port _Isabe~ to the Coast Guard on or abo~t 1 Feb-

. . . 

· ru~ 1945. Alsd on 23 December; RE Paul R. Donaldson, USH, assumed the duties of . . . 
. · ... ~ 

· Of!icer . in Cha.rge from LTJG S. 'W' • . Harris 1 USHR'. 

·. CNO (OP-200)'_s letter o! 9 .Janua~y 1945 to th~ Coaii:andant, U. S. Coa..at Guard 
.. . 

. .. . . 

_ rec_on!irme~ .1 February as the tum-over date for NA'{SUPPRADSTA.Port Isabel. All 

Naval personnel vere ·to be transferred by that date vith the exception of one -Chief . . .. . 

R&.dicxnan vho ~ould remain about 30 dayn to .inst;uct c·oast .Gu~d per~onnel .i O: the · · 
. . 

operation and maintenance of the Model DAJ HFDF eq~pment. All fixed equipment, 

including logist~c equip=ent, and npecif~ed electronic equipment vould be turned over 

to the Coast Guard vi th the station. 

. On 31 Janll:ary, Port Isabel ~s directed to secure ·aU German Naval operation.& 
. 

at 3124ocrl. Navigation.al aid to aircraft vould be continued without break and vould 

be taken over by the Coast Guard. The Coast Guard vas to be given the nec'euary 

operational documents and vorldng aid.s. 
. . • J 

San Ju~~, net control f or the CarlbbeaJ 

HFDF Net, vast~ continue operatio~l contro~ of the station for navigational 

assiatance until further notice. 

NAYSUPPRADSTA Port Isabel's Oll70CYZ. FEB 45. reported tb~t the station had been 

transferred to the Coast Gu&rd at Oll200Z. Command of t he statioa vas accepted by 

CRR B. H. Campbell, usee: · . 

Based on all available data, it appears that the mission of NAVSUPPRADSTA Port 

IsAbel was solely radio direction finding. Appendix A contains st~tlstlcs on the 

8 tat Lon' 8 per fonullnce for the period August through Nove:nber 194f._ 0015 -. 
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Appendix B contains a copy of the et.atio; layout and copies of station photographs. 

App~ndix ·c contains a listing of per~onnel a~signed against the station's CNO 

•I 
'l 

(OP-20G) allowance ins~far a11 it _could b!! reconstructed fr0tn available recorda since 

I ' tha peraonnel sections of the 'station's monthly reports are not available. This also 

· accounts for the total lack of information on the person.nel assigned a'gainat the 

station's General Service allowance. · 
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SUHK~RY OF BEARINGS AND PERCENTAGES FOR STATION 
·''AZ" FOR PERIOD FROM 1 AUGUST THRU 30 NOVEMBER 1944 

.Total cases 
put up by . net 

Cases in ~hich 
~et obtained 
no be~r.ings 

Tot&l bearings 
Station ~'AZ" 

Total cases . 
_put up on 
column 2 

·Total bngs ob
· tained by "AZ" 
on column 2 

Percentage of 
total bngs by 
Station · ~·Az". 

on all cases 

Percentage .of 
total bnga by . . 
"AZ" on a 11 
caaea ~here bnga 
obtained by .net 

: Percentage of 
.bngs by "AZ" 
on column 2 

.. 
·: 

AUGUST SEPTEMBER 

214 210 

21 35 

49 . 27 

28 ... 20 
. ' · .. 

. None . 1 

25. 57. . 12.37-

·. 324 . . 15,54 I 

None 57. 

OCTOtiER NOVEMBER 

166 135 

47 41 

10 : ·12 

..... . 

48 45 

1 . '3 

6l. 94 

8. 37. . 12. 57. 

1.87. 6.6l 

NOTE: During the past t~o months the · increase of activity on column 2 
(Series local) has brought about the use of much l~er fre

. quencies. Due to the difference in time of this area and the 
Series local area, these frequenciea are ·seldom heard at thls 
station ~ith signal strength sufficient to obtain bearings . 
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NA..'{E . RAI'Ii</RATE 

ADAMS, Charles Edward RM3 

ARRELL, Bernard John RH3 

BICKETT, Gerald ~dward RM2 

B()I..'ERS, HeYWard fu.ers on RH3 

BRUBAKER, Roy El~r RMJ 

CU.RK, Irvin Dale RH.3 
RH2 

COCHRAN, James Wilson RH2 

DONALDSON, Pau 1 .R. R~ 

DURBIN Paul Henry R..H3 

FAGAN \.'a rren Joseph RH2 

G.~UDET, Alfred T. RM.J 

GEBHARD, Prank lin Hal RM.J 

GOSS, Irving Winston RMC 

HARKNESS, Robert Lawrence RMJ 

H:\RRIS, Stephen \J, LTJG 
~-

LENNON, Jnme! Kane RMC 

........ . . ;.: ,,..; .. . 1 ~"'-: .. w:..~..a.; .... _, ~\.i...J..~~.!::...~;c~~ .. :-.. .. ··"t,,:). &~ .... ~\··---w- t:..., .. ~ , 'r -·, ""·. • 
1 ... • • •'' •, • ,. .. ,J ,, .~ , ' { ' "' • . · - • 11'l. I .. ,.,_ • •"· - •· -·· ~ - ~ - - • .. .. • • 

- ........ --- --·· •- #•• · ·- · ... 

PER~ON~~L ROSTER . -- - . I 

.. I .. 

;. t DOR SVC SVC/FILE ~R REPORTED TRA~SF'ER ~EMARKS . ' t ~ 

I --
USNI 86.3-47-50 20 Peb 44 15 Aug 44* Arr fm Dupont, xfr to Cheltenham I 

I I 

USNR 638-98-50 '1 Feb 45* Arr fm Poyner'• Hill, xfr to I · ; I 
F'RUPAC 

I, '·t UStm 648-42-05 Ju1 44 1 Peb 45* Arr fm Poyner's Hill, xfr to ! --, (\J I \Jashington, DC PPT 
r--·· 

USNR 622-.67-58 1 Feb 45* .:. Arr fm Dupont, xfr to FRU PAC I 
I 

I I ; ,, 
UStm .377-17-15 20 Feb 44 25 Sep 44 Arr fm' Dupont, xfr to Wnshin~ton 

I 

DC PFT I 

USNR 721-8.3-03 1 Peb 45* Arr fm San Juan, xfr to Wasbin~n 
1 Aug 44 

. 
USNR 626-19-18 1 Peb 45* 

USN ~56448 2.3 Dec 44 1 Feb 45* 

USNR 875-38-44 · 1 Feb 45* 

USNR 204-61-50 1 Oct 44~ 

USN 20/·-55w84 20 Feb 44 1 Oct 44* 

USNR 655-74-87 · 2o' Feb 44 15,. Aug .44* 

USNR 400-55-21 20 Feb 44 

usrm· 285-08-68 20 Feb 44 25 ' Sep 44 

USNR 179498 26 Nov 44 23 Dec 44 

USNR 402-76-49 l Feb 45* 
"· 

·-'"'~"'<{- ·-~ . --· -"':. 

DC PFT 

Arr fm Dupont, xfr to Wesbington 
DC FFT 

Arr fm Recife, xfr to Chatham, 

Arr fro Cheltenham, xfr to 
Uashington DC FFT 

Arr fm Poyner'·s Hill, xfr to 
Recife 

Arr fm - , xfr to --Recife 
@ I, , 

Arr fa Dupont, xfr to 
I. • I 
~ 

Cheltenham 
,. ~,. ,. ~, 

Arr fr 

Arr 'fm Dupont, xfr to Washington 
DC FPT 

Arr fm Washington DC 

Arr fm ------------
Washington DC FFT 

xfr to 

'r::..' 
I· 

i 
i 
r 
I· 

:I 
I 



NA."'T: RANK/RATE 

ATTOR , ~illi~m LaWTence, RH3 
Jr. 

CCOVE'RN, Henry Thomas RH3 . 

~CCUIRE, Arthur R. · RH.3 

MCLEAN Cotin W. 

HOFFETT, John K. 

~ORSE, Frank (n) 

CRE 
LTJG 

RH3 

R.'13 

PATTERSON . Kenneth Clarence RMC 

PIERRUICER, Loschel (n) RH3 

FLANKERS, Henry J. YNl 

RICE, Robert F. RM2 

I SIHMONS, Phill~p (n) RM2 

STUART, Robert Temple RH2 

WYNN, John H. . RH3 

C) 
C) 
Gu 
~ 

*NOTE : approximate date 

.,; 

' ·. !:. .! 1.~ .~~:·· ... '· .... :•.: .. :· .... .. . ,:....,.·:·.·.:.r:~ .·:..~;..:..r-,:~;::::. ~;; . :. ,- .... nA ..:.. ... - :..· .. .. • . ...... ·- · · ·- · 

'PERSONm:L "ROSTER 

DOR SVC SVC/FILE NR RF.PORTED TRANSFER 

USNR 710-61-78 1 Peb 45* 

USNR 809-16-63 1 Peb 45* 

USNR 203-89-61 20 Feb 44 t Oct 44* 

Jun 44* . USN 196993 Feb 44 4 Dec 44 

USNR 707-95-49 20 Feb 44 1 Oct 44* 

USN 204-55-81 20 Feb 44 1 Oct 44* 

USNR 406-83-27 Scp 44 1 Peb 45* 

I . . 
USN 306-27~85 . 1 Peb 45* . 

USHR 1 Feb 45* 

., -. .. n 
. r· 

\ ' 

f. 
f 

REMARKS 

Arr fm Cheltenham, xfr to FRUPAC 

I. 

Arr fm Cheltenham, xfr to YRUPAC . l ( 

Arr· fm \ ---- --- xft to 
Recife 

·X:ir to Bahia 

· Arr fro. ·, x fr to 
Recife 

Arr fm · x fr to-
Recife 

® . 

~F . 
~

·r , J 
t • 

l 
f 
.i 

( 

1 
I 
I 

': ( 

I 
I . .. ; 

Arr fm San Juan, xfr to Washington ~~ 

DC FPT ij 

Arr £~ Cheltenham, xfr to 
Washington DC _YPT 

Xfr ·.to PRUPAC, ·. changed ·rate to 
SP(Q)INl 

I! 
i! 

USNR 606-29-76 l Feb '•5* Arr fm Dupont, xfr to l,,ashington 
DC FPT 

USNR 611-76-62 t · Fcb ·45* 
I 

USNR 705-35-28 . Sep 44 l Peb 45* 

USNR 616-12-26 1 Peb 45* 

"'>;"' 

. 
Arr fo Poyner's Hill, xfr to 
Washington DC FYT 

@) 

Arr _fm San Juan, xfr to Waohington 
DC FPT 

Arr fm Dupond, xfr to PRUPAC 
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;I ' . ,·. 
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