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KEY FER50r!NEL 
Concerned with Com:nunications Secari ty in Korea 

l~ajor Frencis A Brent 

Major J"ose Bbndet 

Cocmander , 6971st CSF 

Co.!!mander, 6971st CSF 

Jul 50 to 1~ 53 

Mey 53 to date 

Capt __ S.airley P Fa_-r::1er ·, Czypto Inspecto:-, 6971st Mer 53 to de te 

Capt Cl~yd T Pearce 

Capt U:>nald E !iatki e 

Capt P.obert P.eckner 

Capt George Riddler 

Capt tean VallerJ 

Capt 

Capt Ja~ T Tiilli~s 

Capt ";'iclter C Young 

c-;;o Jo~ Marshall 

S/3zt D.>nald Benton 

T/Sgt Eugene Eayes 

;J/Sc:~ C".:J.arles Johnson 

S/Sgt 1ii c~eel 'Jeron.::ki 
. · •• ... ;: · ~- :t~ • . 

·. 

Traffic .An:J.;rsis Officer 

Cr:rpto Inspector, 6971st 

Comdr, Det 6, 1.36tb. CSS 

Co~er. Det 6, 136th css 

Cprs Off, Det 6, 136th C5S 

S~ 1 D · ' 1~'~ · c~~v , e~ o, ~o~~ ~~ 

Traffic ~clysis Officer 

CIC, Cryyto-sctj·, 6971st 

Crrpto Uaint Tee~. 6971st 

Aug 51 to date 

.A!)r 53 to date 

Jan 52 to date 

Dec 48 to Dec 51 

1950 1952 

19.51 

Jul .52 to d:?.te 

Jun 52 to date 

:.1ay 51 to Jun 52 

1951 to 1952 

~;core, si~ 1, Det 6, 136th css Feb 53 to Aug 5.3 

1951 to . .' 1953 

!'iCOIC, Sec ·1 , tet 6, 136t~ CSS Oct 51 to i)ec 51 

!·7COIC, Sec 1, Det 6, 1S6t!l CSS Mar 52 to Jan 53 

NCOIC, Sec 1, Det 6, lJot!l. css Dec 51 to Mar 52 
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·- EISTORI 0!' 
. . .. :: .·· . 

COhMJ!UCmONS SECORli'i IN XDRE.l 
! 

.. . . .. 
September 19.50 to July 19.53 

. .... 

. .. -· -
Communi cations Security et'fort in Korea was commenced -by USAF 

Security Se.rvice daring September 19.50·. .lt that time a zrobile. m:::>Ili tor

in.g tea::o. 1':rom Detacb!!len.t 6 ~ 136th Collmli!Ili.cations Secu...-i ty Souac!..-on·, 

l~ag:::>ya J'e.pen, was ll::>ved to :Korea s~. the xequ.est of Bead.que.:-ters, Fifth 

J.ir Force. This tea:n, led. by .. .ist Lt George Biddler an~ T/Sgt Bee.sly, 

was a CO!!!pletely self-supp:>rtin.g un.i t,, providing its ov.:1 mess and. trens

porlation, 2!ld consisted of ~ . ::··!radio receiver positions capable of nolli
:..-...:..1 

toring 'EF and VL.l' voice fDd c::>nti.nuous weve tr~ssions. 
; 

2. The molli tori.ng tee::n equipm.en.t, installed in three truc.k-notmted 
! 

ven.s end a jeep end acco.:npanied by three ein:nen, was m:::>ved by 1ST to Pus en., 

Korea, . -;;~ere the tea!Il essenbled. The be.lence of the ··teem personnel had 

been ei.::-lif'ted to ir-9, an airfield on. the pe:r-i...l!leter of ?u.s an , by t he Combat 

Cargo Coli!llal d. T'ne mobile teen JWved north elong the battle line f'l"'!!l 

Pusan. to Te.egu, e.:1d then. to Seoul, ::non.i to:-ing tacticeJ. air comnu.n.ications. 

.Lppro::::::i..tl.ately three weeks ·after the teem comnen.ced operations, Lt Rid.d.lex 

returned to Nagoya ~ resll!!le his duties es Co:Ill.!ncier of Detachment 6. e!ld. 

1st l.t Dean Valery, Detach:nen.t. 6 Opexe..tions Officer, took cher~ of the 

teall. During the mdale·o:f December 1950, ad.ven.c_ing hosti~e forces caused 

I ' . 

c the teem .to 'rl thdraw to Inchon. Earb::>r and subsequently evacuate to Japan. 

for relocation m. th Detachment 6. The pressure of the evacuation. was ~ch 

that tlUch of the equiJmeD.t of the tee:n '1f2..9 left at Inchon and presumably 

t 
_l 

cap urea. 

Cryptoe;raphi c support of US..!F units in Xo:-ea was COIIIIDellced. by 
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OSEGRErr .... 

. . 
'USAF Security Service during "the latter pert o! 1950. During tb.e third 

.. . 0. • • 

quartezo of 19.50, _·"Captain ~en cia J. Brant· anq · three eil"!rell were trS!lsferred 
. :.: . -. :.-:if~ . . . .· -~-- ; - : .. . - . . 

-to ·J"e.p~ from: :Eeea.cFarters "USAF Security So-rvice end placed . on :tem~ra.ry 

duty nith J.::r:my' Security .Agency, hci:fic, t~ essist in processing cry:pto-

gre.phl.c ~e.teriel for USAF units. At that time ell such functions for 'OS.AF 

Coiiill2!lC..S ill the Fer :East ·were tbe resp:>nsibili ty of kr::ry Security 4-ency. 

Captc=-in Brant and. his ei=men .fo!lned an office locelly bovm es the "'S.AF 

Sec:uri -;;y Service Co::D:ne:nd Issuipg ~ffice, :Fer Rest, end_ rapidly absorbed 
. . .J 2 

USAF resp:>nsi bill t:i es :f'r:l!n. the l::::Jy. On 20 De :ember 19.50 • the Cocnand 

Issui!lg Office wes ac"tiveted _es_.: tbe 6971st Co::munications Sec~-;;y :Uight 

(C!O). by USJ.FSS Go..!lerel OrO.er ntl!!lher 42, d.ated 19 December 19.50. The new ., 

:Flight was sC.p:fY.'rled logisticelly end a.cbii:li.st:-e.tiTely by Beadque..rters Fe:r 

Eest k.:: Forces e!ld "F"I:.J::E' Eese, e.nd meinteined its offices in the Sub-bes-e:.. 

ment of the Mei ji Building, EeaO.quexte:-s for the Fe:r. Eest :Air Forced. 

4• The 697lst Comnunications Securi 'tr :Flisht asS'..=led res:fY.'nsibili ty 

for cryptoe;:rapbi c supp::>rt of ill USAF Comne.nC.S in the Fer East including 

:Korea, thus CO!IDlencing a new phase of Co~cations Security operations 

qt•:in.g the Xo:-een connict. .!.t the time the TI.ie;ht took over its new :re-

sponsibilities , a total of tl:l.ir-;;y cryptographic accounts-were maintained., 

o,f which eight were in .Korea, e!ld certain of ~e f~ctions were shared 

jointly with .A:!:::rJy Secu:ri ty Agency Pacific. Cryp"togrepbic Inspections had 

been conducted by LTEY ·personnel, and the bull= of e:nergency c.;cyptograpb.ic 
( . 

! 
maintenance was else perfomed. by the 1...--:JJY. J..t this time there yas no 

' 4 officiel relations~p between the Detachments of the 136th Communications 

Security Squadron end the 697l.st ConmW:liceti.ons Security Uight~ 
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~~~st;&i1-::; __ ?::~:~~~f, . ---~ 8ECR~T 
;:-.-=~2"::..:~:;-;; ': ·:: ·: 5. ~ :Emergency ..maintenance .o! cryptogapbic devices in Korea TaS 
~~~;..~~-~:... : ·--~ ~·.:_:;.:; .~;~:· ..:. ~-.!;. . :_--.. _ . . .: ... -·.:· .. ·-·--::·:·· 

·. 

:xz.:.:_-~;./1'": ·~~ fiat~d -by·:.t"his · o;gani~~tion on 20 :Fe"brne.17 19.51. when ·~td! Sergeent 
~ j};.:;;=: :~~:.:.-:: ;.::.·:~-=. : .. ·~.: .. ~:~~·-.::~~ ·~:= ·:~::· -~-:~,::·-~.:·: .·-= ;· ~ ·: : . · .. . :~~=:}~ .· / · . . :.:·. . ;··. . ·. ..: 
;;::.:.::,.~,:;~ · :. :·_~"Ibnela ·~..nton· .:wes· .placed -onj;e:np:>r2-7 d.tr~ "''ri. th Headquerlers :Fi:f'th . .Air · ·. ;·. _·· :.:_:.. 
>=':::.:Jf:Y-4:. ;:jJ.:~f.-~-~ --~--.-: ~ -~-:~~,·_.::__~-:_·:; ;j'":.:·:.-~-::·.-~;·: ~· . . . . ~ 7":::::: . - :-. ..: ,. . . . .· . 
;::.: ·:· ~· ·: .- _:: _'Foree ·:for ·a twenty clay period.. Prior to "that time ell ~gency .lil.ainte- ~ 
f.?:-:[{~~:···- · .... :: .. ·:: ..... -~· .. . · .. ·::-- ··:;: _:. ... .. : : :;: ::.. . .. .. -. 
_ . ·nanee had been :perfo:c:ned by pe::-sonnel i'rom JS.A:P.A.C who were stationed in · 

.. · . . 
: : ~ .--- ·=-:- .Xo.rea or~~ :had been sent fran the Eeadqnu-ters in Tokyo~ 

. .. . 6. ' 
An inspection party consisting o! Chief 'iierrent Officer Jolin 

z.r,. ... shell end :Master Sergeent C!ler1.es Jolm.son opened the first cycle o! 
. ... . : . . . . . 

.. -. . 
cryptocenter inspections in ~rea nnen ·tney inspected the. account of the 

·6147th Tactiecl ·Control Groo.p a~ X:-6 ~n ·23. May 19.51. During ~b.e following 

ten dey period twelve accounts were inspected, invol~_ng travel to·seven 

diffel""..nt eirbeses rent;ing t=-:t:n Pusan to Seottl. .After tbis trip it was 

deter:nined that c::-n>toce:1ter inspections _imede in Korea under the provisions 

of .A.:F.R 205-7 .sb.oo.ld be conducted se::D:i.-ann.o.el.ly ratb.er then yeerly. Tllis 

decision. was based on concli tions under "iiihich the centers oper.ated end. the 
. . ... - . -·- . 

:rapid t~..:.nover·· o:f c~pt.og:-aphic opere.ti£g persollllel~ 
7. The next sig!lifiean t phase of CO:.SE: operations began with the 

~siga:nent of th~ .~tective .Analysis :unction. to the 697lst Coi!l!:Illlice.tio~ 
I 

Seeuri -:y night. On 1.3 .AugL!St 19.51, Captain Cloy.d T Pe~ee and tbree e.i..r-
.. . . 

~en -we=e assigned :for tre.:f'fic anelysis dnties. This section "WaS resp::>nsi-

ble for·· assigrling lllOni tor I!li.s.s:ions to Detach!nents of the :t36th Co=mumiea

.tions Securl.tY::ScF~n in . "the :Fe.:r East, and for applying eo~unieations . . . . . 
( . ' ·.. ·. ~ ·- . 
intelligence ·techniques to monitored US.A:F .com::li!l!lice.tions to detel:!Il.ine the 

' # extent ~ which veluable mili te.:ry infom.ation was being reveelecl.' On 

3 December 1951, the 6971st CoilillllDications Security Flight_ asstmi~d 

;....;... 

3 . 
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6 
operational control of tile I:J.oni tori_ng Detach:nents in the Fe:!: E<:.st. 

. 
' 

8 . The prim.2r"'.f effort of the P=otective .Analysis Eranch ;;as devoted 

to a study of cocmunic:=.tions in Korea, and i7hi.le moni taring co!lld be per-

for.:1ed from J"apan, it soon beca::J.e apparent that a moni taring te2!Il. should 

be per:::J.ene!ltly located in Korea. 'lb that end, in October 1951 a .t:nbile 

teem i7ClS again n:oved f.:-:Jm Detac!:ment 6 to the vicinity of Seoul. Capt:=.in 

F-e.r=Y G ~7ells, on TDY fr:::un Eeadq_ua_-ters 136th Cor::1mun.ications Secuxi t-,i 

Sq_uadron, was in charge of the te~ durin~ the move::~. en t , installation, 

and original operation, follomng mrich he returned to the United States. 

'?.:1e te2!Il established billets and operations in en abandoned faculty build-

ine; of the Ei ':7~ University outside Seou.l, and i72.S attached for rations to 
. 

the 440th Signcl Constmction :Oattalion. Com!Wlnications Security opera-

tions i!l Zo~ea now included a~ EF end va ~oni taring unit 

devoted to tactical co.u::::nmic2..ti.ons. i1h.ile O!Jerational con tr:>l of the unit 

was retai:l.ed at the t97lst, constant contact was maintained 'liith the Com-

municetions Sec~~J Officer at F~acq_uarters Fifth ~r Force for coordina-

tion of ~ere;ency :missions. ~ter departtll"e of Ca~tain i'iells t he ne77 

moni taring unit, '17iri.ch had been designate_d Section 1, Detacb.ent 6 , ~e.s 

7 
under the supe.-.ision of Tec~cal Sergeant Paul Siapson. 

TrifCfir;t · ec;; ;;;,i-zatioils security l.zialysis· t o--be .... produced in tbe . 
-- -- ··- -·-- -·· ·- --- --- ·- --- ·· .. · -· =-- -·:__ 

Fer Ees-f".( cSA iro·.9;·6971-st ~c"SFy:- ;as-Cu.stnouted ·to- Headauarters Fifth Air ----. - ·- - -- .... __ .:. .... :~ .. -·---=-~- .:..-.-----~ ... J:,..;.._ : "J • 

. Force during the second week of .Noveober,- 19..51· T'.u..is re:gort was subseq_uen 
~ .~:.___-.:-.:---· --~-----...i-. ...... :.=...-...-:· .. -·.-.:..~- .. ·---...::-..~~ ... ·-

ly upt;r:=.ded. to 'lbp Sec=et, due pri-l!2rlly to e. req_uast from the ~E!!;§}...'!._:-7 

~Air Col!lriiind, and later ini'or::Jation indicated that one i ten pertaining to 
- ,...._--~-- -

.4. 

~ECRET 
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~-~:_:_·-~-~~-~- ~-~--~~~--~--~----------~---~--~~-~----~·--· -----._--~· , 
ll. D.lring the first week .of Jenua:r:y 1953. a special :mission was 

2$sig!lecl to: essociate · tacticel Com:mmice.tions Security monitoring and. 

Com:zmri cations Intelligence intercept. J.. / VBF monitoring 
-------- --·' 

unit unaer tb.e cli:-ection o·f Ca;Jta.ifl · :Ebbert D Beckner, then CoiiliilB!ld.er of 
. . 

Detachment 6, was ei -lifted. t.:>- ·C'!l0c3.o Island. (38 30N/ 124 .50E), a p::>int 

120 miles north west of Seoul aoa beb.i?a e1emy lines. Tlle mission of this 

unit ..-as to monitor co::mtl!lice.tions between Ground. Controlled. Intercept 

T:r e.:ffi c resulting from tb.i s I!:i ssion ltaS t::nal:rzecl "ri tb.i!l t he Pro t.ecti ve 

.Analysis aench of the b97l<St e!ld collated t1i tb. pe.re.l.lel intercept tre!-
~----------------~~----~~--------, 

fie r ) .A. rep::>r t outlining the -re-

sul ts of this study was sub~.; tted to EeadQ_ue.:rters Fifth Air Force • together 

ri th a pers:>nel briefing of t he Deputies tor Operations and Intelligence of 

that EeaO..Q.Uarters . by Captain Pearce; Officer in Charge of the .Analysis 

12 
Branch.- 1-

12. Section 1. Detach:ne!lt 6, was :t:elocat.ecl :f'rom Seoul -to Osen Ni (K-.5.5 ) 

on 6 Ap._-ril .1953· This move was macle at the reQ.ues t of BeadQ.uarters Fifth 

.Air .Force and was. based. on an im.pe:lcling lilOVe of tb.e Beaclqua.rters i tselt to 
{ . . 

that e:rea. Section 1 was op---rationel on 9 ~l end he.s remained at that 
. 13 

location until the present date. 
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;::::-:·· :· . . .".:-::.~ ·_-.·'.1,3. ·· On 9 May 195.3, a major _persoDD.el cb.enge OCCU..T":t'ed amng "Coiii!I!Jili
~::· . . : . -· ~ .: -.... . ·:~::~.:.- .' . -· . : :· . . . 

~~3:. ::.:-·· catf~~- Se~~itr Personnel," 'When· Yajo:r. Jose ~ndet a.sswD.ed ccmzn-end of the 
~;.. ::::: .: ... ··:~~·+::.: . : . -·: ... ··- . . - I 

~- .-:.. :6971.st Co!!IIllllilications Secc.rity night, vice llajor ?rencis ~ ~ant. On that 
. . ~::-·~~:: . . . . . . . . . . .. : ~--- .... 

. . 
·date Major Blondet assumed resp:msibili ty for the ComDillli ca'tion.s Security 
. . . .. . . ·.· 14 

mi. ssion ot USAF Secu..~ ty Service in the :Fer :East. 

14,. O:l 25 July 195.3, in entic:ipati.on of ai:fficulties resulting from 
I 

tile Cease-tire ag:-ee:zent :iJl ~ree., Section 1 Detacitnent 6, was made e. per-

manent op"ere.ting ~-ca'tion -ri t~ja ~~el dll-:y strength of 29 e.irmen e!ld tw:> 

officers. T"Ais provided. for the ple.nned s-;rength of :Flie;h.t 3, ,32n.d Coiiillllili-

-
cations Security Squad.ron, and ~minated a:IJY p:robl,.,.,s ~-ich ~ght have 

a...-isen ~rom atte:n:pts to e::pe.nd. e.fter the Cee.se-fire~5 

15. During the pe...-:i.od enco:t:passed by this :-eport Co!!l:llll!li cations Secu

rity facilities and p::-og:-e:ns in :&>rea have tmO.erg:me sib!li:ficent che.:lges;.: 

Tile present :full fledged ;progra:n, involving continuous m::>ni·t:>ring of radio 

collillllilice.-;ions; tecb!ri.ce.l aO.vice to c~end. C:'l'!t'"!l,,,...; cations secu.ri. ty acti ti-

ties; a c::-y:;>t.ocenter su..-vey schedule· which per!o!:!n.S forty-tw:> su.-veys in 

~rea eac!l yea=; c:rypt~ateriel shlp::ne!l ts to tne:rty-one ad.!:ili.nistrative end 

o.pere.tionel accounts; end a comprehensi. ve e.ne.lysis program engaged ill detect

ing end. ·sealing leeks. in U~ coilliilllllications secu_4 ty ,a_....,elo;ped. fi'om the first 

ez'plorai:ory activities ill 19.50. ·It may be said that the efforts of Coliii!llili-

cations Secu..-ri ty Personnel, both of USAF Secu:ri "tj Service eD_d :Far Ee.st .Air 

:Forces, 
( ( .. 

~rean 

contributed me.terieJ.ly to the security of USAF operatl,ons du....-ing the . 
conflict. 

7 ;-: ;..;· ·• 
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-sECRET C 

~C:ES 
.AND 

SO'ffi1CES OF niFOR.lATIO?i 

•' 

, I 
I 

1. Personal interview with Capt :Robert D Reckner, Commander, Flight .A., 
,32nd Comcunications Security Squadron (Formerly Det 6 , 136th CSS). 

2. Personal interview T1i th ~ajor Frencis A :Brant, Co::mander , £$7lst 
Co:m:lunications Security Flight (CIO) • 

.3· ~is location is still occupied by the Cryptomateriel division of the 
.32nd Co::ununications Security Squadron (Fo!!nerly t he 6971st CSF (CIO) . 

4. Personal intervie";T with Llajor Francis ~ :2ren t , Co::mander, 6971s t Com
munications Security Flight (CIO) . 

5. Personal interview with !J/Sgt Charles R Johnson , ~7COIC Crypto -Inspections, 
o97lst Co~uunications Security Souad.ron (CIO) . 

6. !:eedquarters, USAF Security Service General Order Number 2, dated 
15 JanuarJ 1953· 

7. ~eadquarters, 69z~ta Sec~ity Grou? , General Or der Number 18 , dated 
25 July 1953· 

8 . C:>::munications Sec:.lri ty .Analysis !;u.Jber 9 , published by 6971st Communi 
cations Secu_-ri ty Flight ( CIO), dated 5 November 1951 (S~.'""'...c.'l') and up
g:::-aded to TOP SECESl' 31 December 1951. 

9 . o97lst CoZiJ.uni cati::ms Secu=i ty :?lidl t ( GIO) , letter ~e?Ort to Co!II:la nder, 
:?& "='ast "\ir Forces, V.S .311..59, subject : Securi ty of t!:le F- 86 :-:et , dated · 
lo ~ 1953 and classified. COliF!DEi:~!.\L . 

10. 697lst Co!J!llll.llicstions Security Fli0ht (CIO), Letter rteport to Coi:I:J.ander , 
Far Zast !ti.r Forces, T.~ 3ll .55, subject: Special Communications Secu
rity Report Number 1, dated 8 .April 1952 and classified CONFID:El\l"TI.AL. 

11 . Comunications Sec:.lri ty ;~alysis liU!:lber 22, published by o971st Co!Iliiillili 
cations Security Flight (CIO) , for the period 1 Dec~ber 1952 tbru 
15 January 1953 and classified CO:·TF~TI.AL. 

12. Colilr!lllnications Security ..\nalysis ~lumber 17, published by 6971st Co.m!ill.D.i 
·cetions Security Flight ( CIO), for the :period 1 J une thru .30 June 195.3, 
and classified CONFID:um..u... 

13. Eeadquarters. 5th .Air Force (.Advance), mved fi'O!Il Seoul City to Osan Ni, 
(~-55) Korea on 25 Januar.r 1954. 

14. 69'llst Comnunications Security Flight (CIO) , General Order ~·!UI!lber .3, 
dated 7 ~ 1953. 

15. FliGht S, 32nd Corn.cunications Security Souadro~ uas activated on 8 Dec
ember 1953 by E", USXFSS General Order 87, dated 17 1V'ove:zloer 1953 . 
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