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SITUAZION IX THAILAND
{Apr11 - June 1945)

this report will rresent the
effects of ihe prssent wer and injernstional situation on Thalland'
political and social 1ife.*

So fzr as the people of Sian were concerned, the first digturbd-
inz factor in Japaness-Simmese relatioms oocurred in March 1945

when the Jeoanese disarmed the French furces in Indo-Chine and com-

penced the complete milisary occupation of that territory. Although

the Japanese repesatodly assursd them that the French were $0 bleme

for the *incident®, a feeling of distrust for Japan gZrev, and vhen
the Japanses defests in the Pacific were followsd by rapid Allled
advances in neighborisg Zurma, a feeling of spprshension becane
videspresd.} "

2ypifying the attitude of the populace towards Jepan, the

following statements becmwe commonplacs conversation slong the

streets of Zangxoki——"just hov long is Japan going to try to fight

*Becsuse the power plant in Jangicok has besn repeatedly damaged Wy

A‘Ln&d air raids dwring the last three porths, Japansse

nessages bave bDeen sorely scarces, Lowvever, Japsness

Ambassafor Yamsmoto msnsged o send ssveral lemgthy, complstes mes-

sages during each wonth.
114 Barch 1945, | E-173295
April 19485, [ E-176292

10 April 1945, ‘HE-178106
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the viole yorld, ——This var vill ultimately vind up in the total
destruction of Jepsn, -——Japan should meke peace as quickly as
possitle sspecislly defore an invasion 4s mede on our land.*
¥matever faith the people mey have had in the Japaness Army had
mm.mlamuwa.mmwotmtﬁo
Allied Iastern Battle-fromt at their doorstep was indeed "shocking”.®
The uncomfortable Japansse officials complained %o Toiyo that co-
wauummsgmumhhadheemweandmmhu
mmcmmmorﬁcimmthewmmmu-
{inenced by the attitude of the coxmon pedple. %o execplify this
attitode Japaness Anb;;nadm. Yameroto, t0ld how one important
official in the office of the home ministry hed falled %o carzy
m&h&shﬂmﬁimdﬂd&hh&dmwmwﬂnﬁsw. Vhen
mmamm-mmmmm #1f I had dome such
nthing!mlﬂhun’aummhb&dhrthemi-Jwemnth
rexy* 2

Cooperation with Japen wa: even moTe passive when the Japanese

eoldisrs and civilians degan tc retreat from Surma to Thalland,

'Apparcnt]:twaiﬁmt even consider that thsir own army should
fizat with the Japansse. Tims far the Zhal irry-—=lihouzh poten—
tially strong (nusdering 160,000 ground forces in April 1945 )=

has played no part in the Greater Iast Asia ¥Far, Since the Al-
14ance, the &isposition of the Thal forces has been dictated in

part Ly the Japmnese. They have stationed the Siamese socldiers

nsar the China and Presnch Indo-Chinas border. Hovever, whsnever
difficulties have arisen, the Thal army has been conveniently absent.

25 §ay 1945, -132858
DS, 16 Kay 1945
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Ia Apzril 1945, 1é.mo troops had been serving in Thailand but ¥y
2id-June the total hed increased to 40,000.5 Aleo retreating from
Burps came Ba Yaw (the Puppet Jurmese Premier), Mose {The Indtan
Provisional ?regiar}, and their followers., Ambassador Yamamoto,
wio had strecuously opposed such s move, reported to Tokys, "This
fsct {the preseacs of the fellen puppete in Bangkok) has zraduslly
bscoze known to ths rm officisls and people and has szerved teo
Snapon the Smdany of Do 55 Sawe Reas wed Neww Satih on Japan.*4

<his lack of faith in Jepan caused the people to join the
fmh column activities which hed zpread sll over Thailand., Ale
though the Japsnese tried to mugate sropagznda meagures to check
tht;l ectivities, their tﬂoﬂ.s were unsuccessful, IEven the news-
papers gzave far more attention to the abrogation of the Feutrality
Pact and the San Francisco Conference than $o $he propazsnds

zaterisl submitted By the Jrpanese.® Japan's situation grew evea

*la Hay, after the fall of Burme, the Japanese Arzy alvocated
complete military contircl of three Japanese owned newspapars in
Bangrok, bul Yamamoto's vigorous protests caused the Zokys Forelgn
Office to veto the sugrestion. ,

SFisures from *Order of Bettle Zulletin of Japenese
Ground Forces®.

428 April 1945,  'E-1318B3%

19 May 1945, H=185997
5 June 1945, _ H-120365
10 June 1945, ~ B=-190345, Later the Jspanese

decided to transfer 32 Kaw and his party to Kompanchan
near Pnompenk in Indo-China,
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darker in the syes of the Slajess as they predicted that Eussia
wonld glec Joim im the Pacific ¥ar. The grandness of the San Fran-
cisco Conference 3o completely overshadnwed the Conference of the
Greater East Asla Amdassadors that (as Yammoto commented) “the
people have practically no concern about the matter®. ZEveryons
W thet -tht presence of the Pree-That gﬁnp at San Francisce
indicated that the Allies understood Thailand's position and that
they would de kindly treated in Allied hands. Pamphlets, reading
#The inzlo-Americans &0 not consider Thafland an enexy® or *"Thal- |
land, a country mow in donds of Japen, will be liderated Wy ths
Anglo-Americans®, supported that hops, In sdlition to the paz~
phlete dropped from the air the L1lies also dropped medical sup-
- e T Sy
plies. 3 O . \Jn&n the para-
‘ chutes were observed, many people supposed that it was a landing

of the paratroopers, and cheering broke ¢ui almost everyviere.

~ Such a "spontanscus re=ction of the pomlation could

not heve escaped the attention of the pramo'.s Since this zZrow-

tnz friendlinest of the Siamese for the United States =nd Great

5 may 1945, B-187648




BEritain had not escaped the Japansse, Yamamo$o warmed Tokyo that
“we zust glu.a.gz;m deal of considerziion beforehand to the fora
these tendencies on the pert of the pecple would take in the evest
of an enemy invasion of fhdhng'.s '

‘Aside from the umrest cansed by the var situstion, Thailand
vas suffering from sericus inflztion. This economic instability
had come about largely from the expansion in currency caused by
the increased Jrpanese war expendiiures. The history of these
exrenditures detes back to the sipning of the Jepanese-Siamege
alliance of Decemder 1941, Since that date thes governzent of
Thatiland had defrayed one-half of the military expenditures of
the Japanese troops statioiud in Siam. From 1542 to 1944 inclusive
.tha Thal govermwent had turned over—at an almost constantly ia-
cressing rate--a total of 840,000,000 bahts.® Iuring that same
pericd enmm:y in circmlatioa rose Y%y 831,000,000 baht-a—fm
230,006,000 to 1,170,000,000. During the first helf of the
calendar year 1545, 420,000,000 bahts had been reguestad and
received by the Jaq:e.nan.’

Shni-tly sfter Eangoon fell, the subject of Japanese war ex-

penditures degan (0 cause increasing uapopulsrity for the Abhaivong

. ®Zhe bahit has an =verage value of £,38 or spproxizstely 1} yen.
56 Kay 1945,  E-187858

D5, 19 May 1945
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faction, (ibaiwong had been Presmier since July 1944.) On 1§
June am election wes to be held in Bangkok for one seat in the 7
assexdly. .‘Zhu'. m nine candidates and a flerce election fﬂr
wag carried ca. The plstforas of 2ll cendidates centered around
the econo;u and financial problems. 4s the campeign progressed,
the crilicisz of the presenl administraticn spread. Their chief
contention was that Abhaiwonz had been "excessively cooperative
vita Japaa'.. Yazamoto warned Tokyo that Pride Bancayong, the
poverful anji-Jepanese regent ©f Thailland, had been contacted oy
zany government assembly officigls of lste. He slso stated that
there was a "romor? of & Rev cabinet t0 De headed by the present
Director of Police, Aduml Qetehgrat. The Jepaness Axmbasaador
hoped that *in view of the xyriat of 2ifficulties facinz the
precent government, Japan would 4o everything possidls to aid the

position of the Adhaivong adminisirstion®,®
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Rstwraing to Siamese-Japsnese relations, & message fron
Tokyo dated 22 June presemts = probadle chanze in Jepanese policy
towards Thalland., This meseage readt

*Iz order to bring sdout strong and dynamie
operations of business enterprise locsted in
Thailand and Indo-China, in keeping with the
present ¥ar situation, it was decided on 10
June to have the Arzy take over and manage
those enterprises which are most vita eo=
sential to the prosecution of the war.®

This order, as referring 0 Thailend, could have ome of two Dead-
inge. TFirst, the J‘_apanm mrhe prepared to sbandon their policy
of respecting Ths! independence, or seconily, they may wean $o
take over only those eaterprises slresdy Japaness owned or operated
(anﬁ possible joint Thal-Japsnese operated). Zraffic to dste

does not reveal which step the Japanese intend to take, but evenm

if only Jspansse concerns are affected Dy this 6rder. the prograx

wvill be badly received Xy bdoth Thai officisls and people.

1
!
3

15p5, 29 June 1945, The designated enterprises were:
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mining, msmufacturing, public utilities, trane: '
tion and comeumicaticns, a: information and 1 .
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hmmmdmm-. th.uituzioninm-
lmd h-ccuu :I.mmiegly Qifficalt for the Pedple and governzent.

The S!uau p.opll. hurusd W ecomomie hardahip:. riew the news ;

of numercus Japaness defests wvith 1ittle faith in or l.zyaltr to
Japan, Pru!er Abhsiwong, whose bope of estadlishing diplomatie
relatioar with Rugsis has mot as yet nateriali:td. has been pleced
in a precarious yol!.tlcll Position %y the loutlng social vnrest
in ?h:dlm. liumrhna the Japanese have become increasingly
alaraed at the proballe Szhevior of the Siamese military and
civilian chould an Allfed favesion of Thailand occur. ¥ith this
wOTTY forezost in their ainds, the Jzpensse may intend to initiste
+I*her edrups or gradual mlitery comtrel of Thailand.
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