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INTRODUCTION 

(:' ... :-~- -
~. ·. ~ ~ ;: : 

The following examples are selected from. the f .iles of 
the Army Security Agency to illustrate the different kinds 
cf information cbte..ined from cryptanalysis of enemy messages· 
anci, where possible, the action taken and results achieved •. 
~vo of tbe _ ez~ples also indicate the importance of protect
ing this source of information. 

I. Japanese Army Systems 

A. The Ei-Sl and the M-27 Convoys, November 194-4 

B. The Japanese Attack on Aitape, 10 July 1944 

c. The Tac.hibana Me.ru. SU!!Imer of 1945 
----~--~ ------

\ 

II. Japanese Military Attacbe Systems 

A. Japanese description of the '.~! est ·.-··!all 
November 1943 

B. The OSS in Lisbon, 1943 

III. German Diplo~atic System5 
/ 

A. Oscar Hellmuth, Secret Agent, 1943 

B. Cargo of Uonte Alberti~ 

IV. Ger!!lan Lc·H Echelon Army 3ystem.s 

A. Signal Intelligence ~perations in the Fielci 

V. Japanese Navy Syste:n.s 
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I. Japanese Ar~y Syste~s 

A. The Hi-81 and Vd-27 Convoys, November 1944 

1. On 14 November 1944 the First Trs.nsnort Staff in 
J,)oj i sent a cryptographcJradi o oesss.ge to the a.irforce units . con
oerned requesting air escort fo:r t·wo convoys, the .Ri-81 and 
Mi-27, carrying troops to reinforce the ?hilippines. According 
to the .message, which was read by the J:....rr:.j~ Security Agency, one 
of the con~<oys consisted of ten ships) tenkers and escort ves-

.sels; it \':as to leave Hutsure on the 15th; the route, including 
noon positions from the 15th through the 22nd, was given. 
(Jl1925) The convoys i::-;.;.uadiately encountered ciifficulties. Ac
cording to e. series of Jc..panesf :Nc.1ry :m.essa;?.es ·wt.icb were ree.C. 
by the United. States Navy t the A}cj_ts~ Ka.ru ·''>as sunl: by a su'b- · 
rrcri.n.~ on 15 I~ ove~ber. On l'i' Kove:i!i.ber 
tbe E.i-81 reported. bei~g sighted by a B-29, v:itb. strong indica-
tions that the l~i-27 he.d also been si£hted.. · 

:. Feu= hours lz. ter the lje vc.se..n ...... !,:aru i"-'S.S tcr-oed.oed. 
· T.b.e fi.:.!al scor·e for both corl'\=oy-s ac(!ording 

to r:.1.essages read by the J:--rm.y Secltii ty .'-'_gency, V..'EiS siz: ships def'-
:.~~ - + r·· -:'t .. S'""=-"' f"\""'O shin c.""~e ..... bien ,...r..:-. o"'- C""~~'D '"'n .~!-o 1 J- ... 273 .!...J. • .J.uv.L,.i ~~~, ._._. . _ _;_.!:-' _._..;.<;:. _ '... ~~--·"" .lo;;; ...,,u __ ..., .l..J....:.'-'• \ .) , 

T7. '::''-. C'l ~C.LO'Z,? T1r=.120 Ti ;.w:;~) 'I'_he 0.'1.' ~--; ..1.; P~. C.ro_, 7:·:,' 0 "-7' +-he 5'',... < · ~; • .,...""" .. ~ , u_- _ _..._...._, v """ ~, ..._~..._. · vv...., _ -. -- ~· ... """-'- '"'~ ~--

Vi -.·crs, v;hic.b. -.-,'eTe ls ter picked up i!l tbe :?hili]::;:pinc;s, c cnfirned 
tllc infc·rr:z.tie>n obtair:ed. fror.: the ~essa~:es oa the S(';rious C.ar:cge 
inflicted o.q._!;t.!.e __ c_o.o.yo_y e.nd added that cne e.ircraft c2..rrier 1l.'6.S 

e..l[, o sunl:. 
. - I 

I . 

~ 
2. This episode may be used to illustrat-e another im

po:rtar.t aspect of the v.'ork of obte .. ir:i.c:g intellir;e.!.!.Ce fro!!! ener::y 
tra ffi<.;. The careful ,o;tudy of ·the external aspects of ir:esse.t;es 
by the sections dealing with traf~ic ~nalysis made it possi~le 
to re~ognize a convoy :nessag_e i.n .rrr:: traf~"'ic 1 and. to co.:1centrate 
all Efforts on tr~s1eting it in time to be o7 use. 

3. A ... 11ot.be:r t~oi~t. illustrc.ted by the history of the 
Ei-.:-81 and :,:i-27 convoys is the !net.hod adopted to protect the 
soLrce c: infornatio.u.. The sighting of the convoys by B-29's 
e:1.-ple.ined to the eheffiy 6he su·o:rr:ar ::...~e e. t tack. 

B. Tlie Japanese; Attack on Ai tape, 10 July 1944 
I 

1. A su':""'~ary of the Ai ta~e-'.':'e·;;a}: operr:..tions in the 
suz:.mer of 1044 ill~strates ho·•i' useful this t,ype of information 
~.y be in na.king estimates for the ~lc.nninc: of operations. 
Eesse.ges re~d ee.:-ly · :i..n the .yeer at Cent.re.l'B'..lrec..u, Australia 
s howed the · st.nt~s of Japanese fo:::-ces in the are& bet'.'.'een l.:cdE.!lg 
nnd Eol,andia: the e~istence of acute sunulv urcbleEs was re
vealed . ;._'10. tbe ·~U!!lbe!· cf frc.nt line troops ~of;eth~r with the 
str .. t.c of ar!:!s c.nd eauip.::ent w2.s r;i ·;en. 'l'h€ subseq_uer..t ':!itbdra1•.1al 
\)f t.hese l.Ulits i.Dto ·tbe ::.rs·::a!:: "'-Tee: ".vas no"" u....!c:::Pected to the 
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P~erican COmEand. By the ena of May the Japanese found their 
position untenable and decided to attack. A 28 May message, 
v;hich v1as tran.sle.ted by the P.:rr:.y Security Agency on 1 June, 
mentioned supplies needed by the 18th ;~my~ controlling opera
tions in eastern New Guinea, which DUst arrive at Wewak . by the 
end of June in order to be of use in "the attack on Aita1)e." 
(Fl3408) A 20 June ~essage :from the 18th P~my tr~~slate~ 25 
June, supplied the infor~tion that an all-out attack against~~~ 

_US Aitape perimeter -..·:as to begin about 10 July. The message 
gave the detailed disposition of eech division under the com-. 
l!lB.nd of the A:rmy with the "Dlanned opere. tions of each division 
in the attack; total strength of the forces involved was stated 
to be about 20,000. (Fl9959) 

2. The infori:!a.ticn was forwarded to the Comnder in 
Chief, Southwest F·acific .Area. The Japanese atta.ck "vas rr.ade 
on schedule, and the results were reported in a !!lessage of 13 
August: According to the report of the Japanese Co~·ander, 
most of the enemy artillery had been destroyed, the units de
cir"..J:.ted. The seriousness of the supply situation was sho·,vn by 
the description of ho·,v they had !!'.ade their ten days supply of 
rice last twenty-five days: "By re?orting to che'::in& it re7J in
steed of cooking it, the period of cons~tion had. been pro
lc:l£ed somewhat." The Co:r::manc.er concluded that l nu.c.less ·'.'!e can 
il:Jpress upon the ene:r:1y the ~reatness of the defensive stren~<:.tb 
of ·the Japanese Ar!!ly, thereby striking terror into his heart, 
it v:ill be impossible to defeat the eneT"y. '1 (F2559l) 

C. The Tachibar..a ltaru, sw:r:rner of 1945 

·; _1-: Early in 1945 it became appar~nt frow read.inc; Jap-
- anese traffic, that the enemy v;as atterrrpt~ng to redeploy their 

for ces in the Netherlands Zast lndies.. One of their objects 
was to withdraw units fron the Be.nda }See area to the cor:.para-
ti ve safety of Java and Sunatra. By 'June however lack of 
a vailable water transport led them to try to .::!lake use of a hos- . 
p ital ship, the Tachibana hlaru, for ptU-poses other th~n those 
-prescribed by the Geneva Con~ention. (J74568 ) Tbe ship v:as 
re:Q.a.Ded the 'Hirose }.~aru (J7l916) and asSif.ned. to tr~s:port 1500 
troops of the 11th In1'antry RegiE.ent ·v.rit.b. 150 tons of ordn~nce 
GJ1d munitions fro~ ·Tual in the K.ri Islands to Surabaya. (J77~67) 
rrecc::.utions tak.e.:t to provide agai.11st the possibility of sec..rch 
by an eneEy vessel included supplying hospital clothine for the 
troops, h~ving available daily sick reports and lists of medical 
s unPlies (J77567) and sending the regimental colors by air. 
(JS9766) The ship left Tual l August, scheduled to reach Su:a
baya on the 5th. (J91835) 

2. · According to the Nev.: York Ti!:!.es' ace aunt however, 
the Tachibona, _althouGh marked by flooolighted red crosses twenty 
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feet high, was halted north of Timor by two destro.vers. . The 
discovery by a· search party that cases marked me.dical supplies 
contained munitions, while the only wound among the hospital 
patients was the result of a packing case being dropped on a . 
thumb, led to the capture of the shi:p. (~v York Tirees, 5 Aug 
45; 8 Aug 45) 

-· 3. Fully one :month before· this attenpted . deception, 
information about the Japanese plans for the unorthodox use of 
the hospital ship had been recei7ed from messages. Other mes
sages translated in July !!lade it possi"Qle to give the . Navy 
ezact information on ports of arriv.al 'and departure and loading 
and sailing ti!!!es. Again the source was concealed by attribut
ing the sighting of the ship to air .reconnaissance. (New York 

1 Times, · 8 .Aug 45) 
------II. · Jananese lv~ilitarv Attache Svstens 

A. Japanese Description of the West '.Vall, November 1943 

1. The value of interceuted diulo~atic and ~ilitary 
attar.he traffic for ~~litary intelligence purposes is illustrat
ed by quotations from the report of Colonel Ito, attached to 
the Ger.n:::.r;. -ilestern _t._:rea Eeadquarte::-s, who rr.ade the report after 
ir:.specting ·the Atla:1tic coast clefer..ses in the aut1~mn of 1943. 

··rn the construction and location of fortifications, 
emphasis is Ii1.ainly on the cief ense ag.ains t la.nclin,&:s at 
and the protection of the naval ba~es, especially the 
five sub~rine bases of Brest, L'Orient, St. Nazaire, 
La Rochelle and Bordeaux ••• The harbors, lc..rge and small, 
·have been fortified with e::phasis- ·on the }J:;"'Oper weapons 
and defenses for each particular · location. We have con
fir~ed the fact that defenses o~~ ulaces other than ttose 
with cliffs and :precipices have all been fortified for 
~ore than 1,000 meters fro~ tbe shore lir;e. In the 
ulaces v;here there are cliffs and precipices, a shary 
lookout is keut. They t~ve· a.rra~ged things so that 

~ troops are held in reserve in the rear and can be ~ed
iately sent in a~ reinforce~e~ts ••• In order to protect 
her subl'l".4ri~e bases and b:;.rbo::-s, Gzr.ru.any tas not only 
constructed defe.!lses against sea attack, but has n::s.<ie 
powerfd ,l.and front defenses ..• consists in constructinG 
for several kiloneters freD the harbors defensive posi-

. tions v;hich connect nests of resistance and strong 
points. This defense varies in depth for the ·various 
cities as follows 

La Rochelle ••• lO to 15 kilometers 

Le Ha:vre ••• 6 to 8 kilometers 
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-Cherbourg ••• ? kilometers 

Boulogne 4 to 5 kilometers 

Dieppe ·z to 3 kilometers 

I 

--b:-:.>: 

Examples of the ·tj~es of army and nevy coastal type guns 
used on the sea front in the defense of harbors: 

Le Rochelle district 
200 

foUl· 60 caliber mm./naval 
guns; four 35 caliber 
--m-- --m-- --m-- mm. 
army guns. 

Royan district - four 280 mm. ~aval guns 

Le Havre district - four 300 mm. guns 

Sfil:st..BTIRP.?!A (kana version of place na!::e. J,-~y 
be Cherbourg) district - four 
380 ms.: heavy field pieces ••• 

In order to eli~nete dead space in the r.ei~hborhcod 
of the strong points, they ha?e two or thre~ grenade 
throwers fixing f'roz:J. within ~he ar:7lored turret (?ra..'lge?) 
20 to 600 :meters; speed of fire . - 120 per m.inute; 
caliber, 50~~ •. --g-- --g--. These are high-angle fire 
weapons. For defense against tanl::s, tenk ditches 
(built in triangular cross-section with a span across 
the top of 5 meters and a depth of 3.5 ~eters) are con
structed along the periphery of· the strong points. In 
addition to having flanking fire provided. ·cy 2 or 3 
cas em tes with 40 I!!..rn. Skoda anti-tank guns ( ?s ir::.ilar 
to?) rna. chine g-.:.ns end 2 or 3 caseffia tes ".'lith 60 caliber 
50 mm. anti-tank guns, they have 2 or 3 gun sh~lters 
(Protected against bullets ) with 60 c:;..liber 50:!::Jn. anti
tank guns which the y can drag out i~to the open to 
fight ..,~·hen the opportune mo~ent -co.ses. They also have 
mine field.s in front of anC. behind the tank ditches 
(anti-ta~k l:rl.ines·, c-..nti-persor..nel and horse mines, etc., 
are used together; they ere laid in three rows of 2 
mines escb for each 3 square r:.eters). As far as in
fantry obstacles are concerned., in eddition to the mine 
fields, they have wire entanglenents both in be.ck of 
the tank ditches and .,.,ithin t.b.e st.rong points •. For the 
direct ~rotection of the casemates, fi~ed-type flame 
throwers are buried in the ground nearby and set up so 
that they can be elect:;:-ically ignited frcra the ringstelle. 
(D3346) . 
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B. The OSS in Lisbon 

1. General Marshall in his letter to Governor Dewey of · 
25 September 1944, gave as an exa.mp:}.e of "the delicacy of the 
situation" that "'some of Donove.n's people (OSS), without tell
.ing us, instituted a secret search of the Japanese Embassy , 
ofrices in Portugal. As a result the entire military attache 
Japanese code all o·ver the world was changed, ·and though this 
occurred over a year . ago, we have not yet been able to break 
the ne~ code and have thus lost this invaluable source of infor
~tion, particularly regarding the European situation." (New 
~ Times, 8 December 1945) · ---

2. A series of Japane~e messages, read by the Army 
Security Agency, givesa behind the scenes picture of the reper
cussio~s of this episode. The OSS although ~~sguided, apparent
ly carried on their operations with so~e skill, since the first 
news that "American espionage a~ency in Lisbon k.ne·;;s mnutest 
details of activities of Japanese ministry ttere and also has 
the Ja-canese codebookn ca..z.e fro:: the Italian General Staff in 
Rome (Rome/Tokyo, 6/29/43, ·· ;; Ro;ne Circ. 6/29/43, Dl318) 
and '.'":e.s ·a co1qlete surprise to !Lorishi!!la, the Japanese; r.inister 
in Lis ben. Ee assured Toksro that "code bocks .•• could hardly 

1 · ha.ve been stolen, because of careful precautior:s •.• ?erhaps," 
be suggested, "You !:lean some .of the !ilessages ·Nere deciphered. n 

Ee nat1:rally ·wished to l:ncr:1 the sour.ce , ot the Itali~~ inf'cr.r:.a-
tion. (Lisbon/Tokyo, 6/30/43, . · This point was never 
settled, accordi..o1g to the corresr.ondenceJ but :. t ·.'las sug8ested 
that the report might have cone fro~" ••• ~~ Itali~n resident 
in Lisbon who has contacts with British and US Intelligence 
Agencies." The Japanese Legatio~ continued. to assert that it 
w~s k!l ossible tba t " ••• t.teir · rr:.a ter ials c ou.ld. have been seen 
by any- unauthorized person." (lis boo/Tokyo, ? /2/43, D-1316) J.J:l 
in-vestigator, however, was sent to Lisbo.u v~hsre he 1\'C.s "resent-
ed and ill-treated." (l.:ladrid/Tokyo, 7/12/4:3) ·· :Uorish ·hn::> 

then oi'fered his resi€".na ti on (Lisbon/Tokyo, 8/25/43 ~ ·· 
and his fellow-rinister in l.:Zd.rid. tr1ought it "only natural that 
b.~ should be inclignant and utterly discoure1~;ed" at. this high
banded treatment •. (Hadrid/Tokyo, 8/26/43J 

3. Although this ill-advised attempt to procure a copy 
of a codehook whic.b' was already being read apparently had re
sults, they were not as disastrous o.s General ~,·:arshall 's letter 
indicated. The code was not changed but · on 18 Septe~ber 1943, 
the Japanese intro1iuced a new and more complicated system of · 
enciphering the code. By the beginning ot December of the sar-e 
year, however, the new key had been solved and messages in the 
Japanese military attache systerr. •;:ere ap.;ain being rf:e.d. by the 
Army Security. Agency 
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II. Ger:r~!! Dinlomatic · . Svstei!l 

A. Oscar Helmuth,- Secret Agent, 1943 
-r--

1. The Blue Book on .Argentina, ·the United States Gov
ernment official indictment of the fascist regime in that 
country, emphasizes stro~gly the import~~ce to the cause o! 

.! 

1 
I 

t!le Allies · of the a:rrest ot:Osce.r Hellmuth. In 1943 the Argen
ti!le Government was negotiating with the Nazis in order to 
obtain German arr::1s which were to be used to strengthen .Argentina 
in her position of ref"!.J.si.n.g to break relations with the .~xis. 
~ccord~g to the Blue Book the ~egotiations "culninated in Oct
tober 1943 in the ill-star~ed Eell~uth nission ••• The Argentine 
Govern""ie!lt and Hi....,lj1ler's secret intelligence agents in Argenti:l.a 
selected Oscar Eelimuth, ~~Argentine n~~ional, ~s their co~on 
representG.tive to enter into broad negotiations with the Ger:-non 
GoverrLC3nt in Berlin, not only for ar~, but for many otber 
types of ~utual assistance~ The mission failed but only because 
of Bell=.ut.b. r s c..r~est en route by the Allies." Be ;vas removed 
from the shi'D on ·•1hich he vias travelling to Snain. bv British 
authori~ies ln Trinidad ~n October 1943: (Ne~-York Times, 25 Jan 
194-~) 

, 2 c It is possible t.ha t the in.for::l3. ti o!l which le:i to 
Rellnut~'s arrest c~me fro~ a messa~e read b~ the ;x=7 Securit~ 

- ~ ... ,J J 

Agency, ·,;;hich was sent by tb.e · Ger.r:::J..2..n Ch.:::.rc;e d 'Aff:.ires i!! Buenos 
Aires to Berl~, 30 Septerr:.ber 1943, in. :-7hich he rep or ted the 
intention of the A~gelJ.ti..'1e Go\'e!'.:L::lc:nt to send Eelll'!uth~ describ
ed as a co-·::orker of the Ger!!:2.ns in Buenos Aires, · via Spain to 
Berlin v;here he 'Has to be received by the Fuehrer. . 
This :rn.essat;e we.s translated. 2~ October ·, six days before the 
arrest of Eellr:.utl1 in Tr-lr.id8:5... Coast · Guar'i r; ·-::ssafes supulied 
the na.oe of the ship on which he sailed. --

•.· 

B. Al"~ertie. Cargo of :h!onte -·--
. 1. According to the 1Je~~ ro=~ Ti~es, the ~inister of 

Ec"ono:mic ·iJarfar·e e.n.noun.ced in Lo.:J.d.on in l·;cve::1ber 1943 that so::ne 
weeks before "fi ~e s~ips :plyi.::lg bet'.':eer. B'..!er;os Aires and Spain 
vere halted at British control points for search with the follow
ing rnelodrametic results: 40 drums stated on navice::-ts as con
taining paste were fou.rld. full of live::- extract, an i5;>ortant 
base i11 food co:::.pou.nd for U-bo!'-t cre"!1S. Twelve druns had. false 
bott o::11.s and. e.n;bedded in eacb \':as a disk of "D la tinll.!!l. three inches 
in dia:l•.::ter and weighing a pound, worth more than '$4,000 a piece 
but ,_-,rorth a king' s rc..nso-3 to Ger.::JZ.ny e.s a factor in the .rr.a.nu
facturinG of nitroc;lyce:-ine for explosives. Also in the carso 
were si:-: tons certified as be.ctericlcgical peptone when in f~ct 
they wsre stuffed with ·sm.::..ll containers of gle.n::l extract powder 
for the trea tz:cnt of shock. In r:.:..l:i:1g public this discovery the 
Bri ti::;!·, sho·m~d ':,:hat they and the -~~crico..ns, \',' i th ._-;ho:n they are 

--

in close touctl, e.re up ~G~{nst, B.S ' ';ell as ho·.'J tl:e syste.c. is 
':.;or lcf.!![~-{ New Y o::-1: Ti:!lc s , 10 E 0"7 194 3) QQ 8 
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f 2. A series '··o1' messages beb1een :Erich 9tto J.~eynen, 
-the German Chaxge ~ 'Af':fa:..=es in Buenos Aires_, and Berlin, whic.b. 

were read by ·the Arrr.y: _Security .Agency, revealed rvery clearly 
how the s~w;gling system worked. Ships o;E'f'icers or Argentine 

_::Uation.als were .f'cund .who were willing to act as agents; - ) 
: . ·- · . . ---__~-- ·-~ __ -~~: - · _· \ their · chief function, apparently~ · 
was to deliver the consignoents to the German consul in the · 
f'irst harbor which. the ships touched. · _ l .In a 
message of 16 August 1943, translated 30 August, the arrangements 
-tor the cargo sent ·on the ll~onte Albertia, a Spanish cargo ship, 
were described: 40 boxes which · .b.ad been d..ecl2.red. as containing_ 
bile paste really consisted of "e:rtract"; twelve of them had 
false botto~ covering 56 kilogra!!!.S of :platintm.. Six boxes v;hich 
supposedly consisted of peptone in reality contained :pituitary ~ 
extract. · / 

IV. · Genn...an Lo·:J Echelon A~v Svstems 

A. Signal Intelligence Operations in the Field 

1. The Onerational Risto~v of the 349th Si~~al Intelli
ger..-)e Service, !.:editerranean T.he~t~raf~e::--atior.s: describes 
the nature of the ~nte.Ll~gence produced h:r :-ad1.o il1telligence 
orr;anizaticns, '::.hich attacked e.:1e:::1y lo'.'l and. nedi"..E security 
traffic in the field. In conp~ratively static periods, ~ttend
ed by low voluoes of radio tra~fic, info~ation obtained from 
these types of ener::y messages tended, to cleal .... rith sucb topics 
as strength reports and e~munition returns, artillery and ~ortar 
fire orders, relief of personnel and c.hanses of position, :patrol 
activity and location of ene~y units and positions. Intelligence 
of this kind ~ad~ it possible to main~ain a constant check on 
enef.:ly activities, intentions and. dispositio:1s; to keep o:rde!'. of 
battle files up to date; and to know in advance of proposed 
Allied targets and possible ene~ target points, on the basis of 
which the latter '.'!ere often shelled or bon:, ea. successfully. 
During times cf tactical e.cti \"i ty, -;vhen radio e.c ti vi ty also, of 
course, increased, ene~y traffic supplied up -to-tbe-~nute, play 
by play descriptions of engage~ents, often before the infor.ma- . 
tion was received from ..Allied troops, and betrayed enemy inten
tions and relocations before their actual e~~cution. 

2. Some illustrations of this type of intelligence 
and the use to which it was put are taken :rrom the account of 
the operations of Detachment E, 849th SIS~ in Italy: "As the 
Allied forces crossed the Voltlli'no the mobile 3 Pa!lzer Grena
die.:c Di visioD 'Nas i6.entified on 12 October as coull.ng into the 
linet suggesting that it was to cover further withdrawe.l and 
that the enemy 6.id not intend to make a stand at the river line. 
Th.rc:e d!!ys later the line was revealed te> run generall3'" from 
P..rr.eglio to .A.ilan to S. 1-.:assi...ma.n (p. 42) "'/then the enecy inla!ld 
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fo~ces were withdrawing along the main route across the Mignano 
bridge; Alliec bombers attacked the bridge the morn~g of 29 
October, but could not determine the damage. · By lnoon the Hermann 
Goering Engineers code was broken and revealed that the bridge · 
had been destroyed beyond immedi~te repair and that traffic was 
to be-. re-routed through Conca. Early that afternoon the . enemy 
alternate route of withdrawal r.as -out .under attack and bottled . 
up." (:p. 43) At An~io: "..Early realizing the i.rnportant :part 
artillery was to play in the enemy attempt to contain the beach
head, changes in the opera till g . set-up were effected which brought 
the appli~ation of Signal Intelligenc~ to a peak of effectiveness. 
Single isolated messages would not .suffice. Detailed records 
we~e ,kept of each i~dividual enezy group, of every location~ 
~ission and the number of rounds f1~ed. Four of the Intelligence 
Staff men were assigned to keep a constant watch on voice fre
quencies. Although the ene!!iy re-P.nciphered the cod.e so:::e five 
times) contin11ity in reading the code was maintained throu:;hout 
the operation. So detailed was the tabu~ation l:ept of radio re
p6rts that at any F;iven time it was known just ho•:J !!!any rounds 
a given bettery had expended or hov; much ammunition it had re
ceived, or what its alternate position ~as. So close was the 
lia.:..son v.rith _ll_lli ed c OU.!lt erba tt e:-y the. t ene::l.y repo::-ts of _L..llied 
fire were used. as correction data for J..llied firing guns." (J>.4-4) 
non 24 !Ea:i ·with the TIJ.3.i.::l 'VI Co:rps attack north·.·?ard. to·:;ard Cori, 
r:"Sssages on the 105 :Flak Regir::en.t net shov;ed tb.a. t some 4 or 5 
or its Battalions were lo~a.te~ between the 335-355 northings a~d 
912-951 eastings. Since this ~it had been operating in a ground 
a.uti-tank role, it clearly sho·;:ed that the enemy expected an 
armored thrust to the Northwest, which indeed was ·the plan. At 
about this time the decision was made to move troops over the 
mou.r.tain, which soon hopelessly SJllit, ~he enemy forces." (p. 45) 

3. Similar examples may be found in the Third !~wv 
Radio Intelli£ence Bistorv in Canroai·en of 'i·lestern. ~uro"De:-P':;--e
pared by Signal l.n telli.~ence Service of Reud.q_uarte:r s Third "(}. S. 
Ar-:ny. For instance, np_s en.rly as D-day itself, reconnaissance 
traffic of the 21 ?anzer Divis ion ·~vas intercepted on the En;
lish side of the Charwel indicating the formation's committ~ent 
in" the Caen sector." (p .31)· "E.eadline news on 31 July came 
·with the disclosure that 2 S3 Panzer di visio.c. headquarters was 
located at hlontbray, and on the S3~e day t~e need of a~unition 
by the Division's artillery regi!:!ent was expressed i!l traffic 
of that for:mation." ('o. 32) "Reconnaissance patrols of 21 
Panzer Divisio.::l on the-16th of August :provided the highlight of 
activity to that date giving erte!lsive reports on -tb.e situation 
at the south end of the Falaise Ga:p. 2 ?anzer Division -1'-=.s men
tioned as 'the left flank neighcor'; a~d tanks of the 9 SS 
Panzer Division were reDorted in Ls.courbe and }':Cont~aroult. The 
reconnaissance missions- o!' this group shifted the follo;.·iir<~ d~~p 
to· an area east. of Falaise and continued their co.:1veniently de
tailed reports indic~ting thct it ~as one of the prinicpal units 
covering ihe withdre~al east from the gap to the Seine." {p. 34) 
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"The .high -point of -·the month's spotintelligence came on the· 
e~ening or 28 September at ~815 hours when a reconnaissance 
patrol announced that · Battalion 'Schneider' would attack on 
the following morning at 0600 in the vicinity of Foret de 
Gremmercy to establish contact with ··its left neighbor. As the 
reconnaissance traff".ic reported the next day, this attack was 
:repulsed." {P. 40) · 

4. The mission assigned to Signal Security Detachment 
"D" was the ·procure!!lent o~ signal intelligence from the solu
tion of tactical codes and ciphers for the Acting Chief of 
Staff, G-2, .l.2th Army Group. (S'U..!:narv of Onerc.tional Activit:v, 
Si!!nal Sec uri t7 Deta~hment "Dr. :-o:- the ?er iod. 1 ;3eDte!1:·oer 1944 
to l Anril. 19'-<5.) 11 LI'm"ing the G-e.!'!l:B.!l.F..rden!les-oftensi-ve., -
messages from ~hirteen divisioLal and similar for.cetions in and 
near the 'Bulge' was read. Since the fornations represented the 
bulk of the armored ~~d mobile formations e~loyed by the Ger
mans during the P..rdenne operations and constituted the major 
threat to Allied forces, the intelligence _ g~i..:l.ed from their mess
ages not only indicated accurately the trend of enemy operations 
cc..:-ried. out by all eneDy u.ni ts within tbe 'Bulge' bt:t also pre- . 
vide d. G-2 with reliG.ble inf On::!2. t ion at a t ir:1e v:!:len other intelli
gence sources v;ere relatively urrprod:uctive or non-e:ristent." 
( /J'"l !J_.-.,l•TC:~e< ,..JF> f"'~rQ-Ut:>"":OT"l 1,..,-f-c:>j"l;,-:::>nco dc:.rl.•TTPd f.,..'"17-: c~,.."m~l"' !:;_-mv • ...:. ... --~---.•-.4-V V.l. v....-. -~· .. ..._ __ ....,..., __ ~~------ _ v- ·-~ ..._._.____ --J..-1,;. , 

s;~:")~l Cr--~m"n-icc.-r~ors bv S-i12:na·! '-:ocur"itv- !J.:::.t~"hT"l.o:-;t "D" d.u:--\n~ 
- ~ --......._ "-".........._ .. ............:..-- v- • __.,._ --- - -- - - ...... - .. _... -.... - -•· 

t .he ?e:;:-iod 10 At:;.:ust 19~4 - 12 ~ .: c.\~ lS..;5. D.2) ".L."l early Sep~-
ember l944,~hen the Gerp.~n P~zieS ;ere rapidly retreating 
t.ru-ough eastern France. and Belgium to the Siegfried Line, 2 SS 
PZ Di 7 'Das Reic.b.' was retiring s outheast-;;ard fro:r:. the line: 
Dinant-Lieee, Belgium. On 7 Septe~ber 1944, the Div Ia (opera
tions) of 2 SS FZ DTV announced to Div : elen1ents that: 'The 

·Allies have nrestl!D.enlv reached · Lie&::e fro~ .. the ·Jest. 12 SS PZ 
Div "Eitler JugendM n~w has its further-est forward OUtguard 
Line of Resiste....:J.ce ·west of Ear::.oir." -~ The usefullness of this 
information at a ti!lle when Allied. ele!!lents v1ere feeling out an 
otherv;ise confused situation in the Liege area we.s i.!!lrilediate." 
(ibid -r.m. 4-5) nDu.ring the r~nid. !'etreat of the G-e.r.!!l3.n a:r;nies 
in Fr~n;e and Belgiun in Septe~ter 1944, 9 ?Z Div ••• communica
tf¢ns of 28 September announced the location of a large fuel 
end ~~6 du~ ••• in. the forest 3 k~ fro~ Villers-Cotterets. 
(Note - the above :c::.entioned du.r:rp was the largest supply d~ 
captured intact in France. 'Tivo Ger:::!lan general officers were 
surprised at breakfafst when Allied armored forces took the area 
under co.mma.nd. ) " (ibid, p. 7} · 
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