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INTRODUCTION

This is Volume IV of a series which has been
devoted to the secret history of United Stztes Haval
Communication Intelligence in the Japanese-imerican
war. The first two volumes dealt with some of the
high lights of the Hull-Nomura diplomatic discussions
before Pearl Harbor, and discussed the important
battles of Coral Seaz and Midway. Special chzpters
outlined the cevelopment of ecryptanalysis by various
naztions during the twentieth century, the gradual
acoption of security meazsures by the Japanese during
the past decade, the damaging publicity leaks con-
cerning comzunication intelligence which have occurred
in late years, and the means tasken to prevent their
recurrence,

Volume III began the story of the United
States Navy's long and @ifficult struggle to drive
the Jap;nese out of the Solomons, and ii narrated the
comaunication intelligence backgroumd of the first
nzval bzttle ét Savo Island which occurred 2t night
just after our troops had lznded on Tﬁlég# and

g
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Guadalcanal. Volume IV describes fhe bgckg;ound.of

the second major battle. of the Solomons campaign -

the Battle of the Bastern Solomons, involving air
versus surface actions from August 23—25, 1942.

Each battle of the campaign will have a éép—
arate volume dedicated to 1t, with summary, chapter,
and appendix numbered in accordance with the sequence
of the béttle in the campaign. Thus, all parts of
Volume IV will discuss the seconc battle of thg.solo;'
mons, and théy will be ﬁumbéred accordingly, €.Buy

Chapter II, Appendix II.

Scope qi_Each.Iolgga

Each volume will contaln a summary, a chapter
and an appendlx, all three of which will be devoted
to the szme major'battie{ _ ;

l. The summafx is written expressly for the-
busy reader who desires to know the general plcture
in the Solomon Islands as furnished by communication
1ntelligeﬁce just before each of fhe.major.battles
occurred._ It is comparativeiy_short and contains
all the essentizl information to be ;ognﬁ in tﬁe

succeeding chapter and appendix, but, w;th a few

-~




-

ORIGINAL
1 December 1944

important exéaptions, no attempi ig‘made to furnish
references for the statements made. .

2. The chapter gives in chronological order

‘the communication intelligence background of the

period just before the major battle, so thati the
reader will be aware from day to day of exactly what
ias known troﬁ this source by United State§ opera-
tional authorities. Rach statement is supported by
a reference to the actual messzges in the appendix
which were either intercepted or sent by one of the
communication intellligence units.

3. The zppendix contains a very detalled
account. of each da&'s findings, and also furﬁishes

the complete text of every message referred to in

"the chapter. Though these volumes will be read only

by -those in the United States Navy who need to know,
it is desirable that they be written as 1f they were
to be used .z2s source books by professional historians.
Therefore, e%ery intércebted enemy message of any
importance will be found in the appendices. Some

may be rathér technical for the general reader, but

.they have been included to meke the record as com-

plete as possible for the expert. . _.” , .
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The reader will also be able to know when a

particular dispatch w¥as sent out by American naval
units, for the Greenwich Civil time of origin is
appended to the text ?f each message. This is the
best check available at the moment on the approxi-
mate time at which operational authorities were made
aware of certain communication intelligence. Future
research into the communication files of our field
units at Melbourne and Pearl Harbor should provide

more accurate data.
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SUMMARY

Beginning with July 1, 1942 when the formerly
obscure Solomon Islands became the center of Japa-
nese operational maneuvers, this comparatively small
area of land and sea was the scene of some of the
most important battles of the Pacific theater, which,
if lost, might have decided the fate of the Austral-
ian mainland and might have delayed an Allied victory
for many years. 7The alr versus surface action in the
Fastern Solomons from August 23 through August 25,
1942 was such a battle.

At a time when complete and accurate crypt-
anai;tical intelligence would have teen an invaluatle
aid to our forces, the Japanese improved their com-
munication security and changed their codes with such
success that operational intelligence had to be de-
rived almost solely from traffic analysis. Thus,
forewarnings of Japanese units concentrating for an
offensive were not as complete as usual. Deépite
this disadvantage, however, the aggreSSIVg tactics
of American task forces brought the battle to a suc-

cessful conclusion.
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As early as August 9, 1942 it was falrly ob-
vious that the Japanese were reorganizing and rein-
forcing their fleets in the Southern Pacific for
further attacks against the wedge that the Allied
advance was driving into their newly accquired hold-
ings. That a formidable task force was being assca-
bled to carry out such a mission could scarcely be
doubted. The Commander in Chief of the Combined
Fleet was observed issuing orcers to his commanders
in the Rabaul area including the Eighth Fleet Com-
mander aboard the Chokai. To Jjoin the powerful Japa-
nese unit forming at Babaul; Cruiser Division Seveﬁ,
possibly accompanied by Destroyer Divisions Two and
Fifteen steamed from Malay, and destroyers escorted
a convoy of personnel and equipment to the Solomons.
It was also believed that Cruiser Division Six and
Destroyer Division Seven were en ropte to Rabaul.
Meanwhile, Destroyer Divisions Four and Seventeen
and the Thirty-fourth Defense Force were scheduled
to arrive at Truk.

Emphasizing the development of Japanese air
strength tﬁroughout the Solomons, the Commander in
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Chief of the Eleventh Alr Fleet arrived #t Rabaul
to assume control of the Southeastern Air Force.
Aerial units including carrier planes; the Sixth Alr
Attack Force which had formerly operated in the
North Pécific, and shore-based aircraft drawn from
fields as far west as Takao and as far north as the
Empire, were being sent into this area as reinforce-
ments. In response to urgent dispatches from the
Commznder in Chief of the Eighth Fleet, the Misawa
Alr Group and Air Squadron Eleven headed for Rabaul,
while twenty-two bombers of the Kisarztsu Force were
expected to move southward from Tinian.

In establishing a2 lifeline of supplies to the
alr groups and other units, merchant ships were used
in the attempt to consolidate Japanese holdings
throughout the Southwest Pacifiec. Two marus were
associated with troops sent to repel the Americans at
Guadalcanal, and others reinforced New Guinea.

In an effort to checkmate the American inva-
sion, the Japanese Radio Intelligence organization
sent numerous reports concerning United States naval

fleet movements to their forces. An increasing
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number of eneny~submarines were d;ayn to the Solonmons
from adjacent areas in order to digfuﬁt Anerican
supply lines.

As the Japanese steadily amassed men and
equipment in the South Pacific, thelr communication
security increased in the same proportion, and it was
suspected that a new change in code would probably - &
take place. Dispatches 1ssnéﬁ by the Commander inl
Chief of the Combined Fleet from the Yamato in the
Empire were in a special cipher, and thére were other
evidences of use of a specigi code by the Japanese in
the South Pacific when prospective operations de-
manded the utmost secrecy. Efforts to disgulse the
source of important messages and attempts at radio
deception also provided a warning that the enemy was
becoming conscious of radio security.

Although there were no reliable indications
that the Second Fleet was in the Southwest Pacific at
this time, it seemed possible that its Commander was
organizing a task force to operate in that vicinity.
Cruiser Division Six was reported as statlioned near

Kavieng on August 11, 1941, while Cruiser Division
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Eighteen, associated with Destroyer Division Twenty-
nine, acted as a convoy escort and; in additionm,
assisted in the Japanese defense of Guadalcanal. Japa-
nese destroyers appeared to be assembling in the Rabaul
area for units of Destroyer Squadrons Two and Three
and Destroyer Division Thirty were assigned there, as
was the Yukaze. Destroyer Division Four was charged
with the safe arrival of the specially trained Ikki
Defachment, and Destroyer Division Seventeen announced
that it would arrive at Rabaul on August 17, 1942.
Meanwhile, the Akikaze, spotting Allied aircraft, pos-.
sibly by means of radar equipment, was reported leav=-
ing Rataul for Buka on August 14, 1942. Only one
Japanese battleship was noticed in the early days of
August 1942, and this occurre on August 11, 1942 when
a dispatch from the Commander in Chief of the Third

- Fleet to the Haruna suggested that this ship might

move southward.

Additional aircraft from the Empire, Philip-
pines and Mandates were brought in to supplement
these surface forces, and the enemﬁ air commanders

nov present in the Solomons include@: the Eleventh
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AMr Fleet, Fifth Air Attack Force, and.the Tainan
and ¥isawa Alr Groups. The Commander of the Twelfth
Air Fleet was also actively associated with the south
and southeastern areas on August 11, 1§42.' Aside

from these commanders, Air Squadrons Twenty-twc and

_Twenty-six and units of the Becond and Fourth Alr -

Attack Forces were identified with southern opera-
tions, and on August 14, 1942 it seemed probable that
2ir Squadron Twenty-three would shift its activities

from Koepang to the region around the Solomons,.

The location of the powerful Japanese car-
riers -was always a2 nmajor concern of American_traffic
analysts., After the defeat at Midway,'Carrier Divi-
sion Three had to be reorganized and on August 12,
1942 it was evident that new carrler groups were
tfaining near Sasebo, where the Zulho of ﬁarrier
Division Two was being overhauled. However,'there
vere many indications that the real strength of the

Japanese air arm would not remain relatively in-

active in the Empire. Carrier Division Five re-

ceived plane reinforcements and Carrier Division Two

sent bombers and fighters to the Marcus Islands

10
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because of the diversionary attacks of the U.S.S. Boise.
But the actual indications of a southward movement

came from dispatches on August 13, 1942 vhich sug-

gested that the Shokaku, Zuikaku and Ryujo were ap-
parently prepared for éduty outside home waters.
Japanese submarines were patrolling along
Allied shipping and communication lines in southern
waters, and several submarine contacts were‘noted in
the traffic of Luguﬁt 12, 1942. Submarine Squadrons
Three ang.Seven were ordered to the area adjacent to
Bougainville, and thé Commander of Submarine Squadron
One was observed leaving the Empire on August 13,
192 for the south,. The Bulletin of the Commander
in Chief of the Pacific Fleet for August 14, 1942
stressed that enemy submarine units were moving into
the New Britain area andsvere alsc present near
Tulagi, where an Allied striking force had been
sighted. y 4 '

From the steady elimination of readily recog-

- nizable serial numbers 1n'énemy dispatches and the

continuous use of special calls, plus heavy traffic

from the Tokyo Communication Section on August 16, 1942

-
’

11
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it was discerned that a change in Japénése'commu—
nication procedure was imminent, and at midnight
on August 17, 1942 2 major change in call sigﬁs took
place. Since this security precaution delayed the
prompt identification of many_enemy-units noted ;n
the heavy operational traffic, the Japanese were
ablé to successfully mask numerous fleet movéments.
Before this change was put in effect however, the
Second Fleet ﬁas Indicated as playling a prominentlpart
in tﬁe new southern offensive.

On August 9, 1942 the Commander in Chief of

" the Combined Fleet had ordered the Kaga Haru, Crulser

Division Seveh, Destroyer Division Seven and Des-
troyer Division Two to rehdezvous with the Second
Fleet in the viecinity of Truk around August 19 or
21, 1942. By August 15, 1942 warning was received
that a task force of the Japanese Becond Fleet was
on its way to tﬁe Bismarck—Soloﬁéns area and would
arrive there approximately on August 21 or 22, 1942
vhile the flagship, Atago, was scheduled to operate |
off Rabaul. Meanwhile, dispatches associating the
Fourth Fleet with the Second Fleet were indicative

i
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of -joint operations, and the Third Fleet appeared in
connection with the movement of enemy ships from the
Netherlands East Indies to Rabaul. |

In the Eighth Fleet area Rabaul appeared to
be the ultimate destination and headguarters for
some of the most powerful umits of the Japanese Navy,
and, in addition, was the focal point for destroyer )
reinforcements. The followlng were noticed in the
Truk-Rabaul area: The COmﬁander of Destroyer Squadron
Four, and the Commander of one of his subordinate
destroyer divisions; Destroyer Division Thirty; two
units of Destroyer Squadron.Three; the Commander of
Destroyer Division Four; Destroyer Division Seventeen
and one unit each of Destroyer Divisions Sixteen and

Twenty-nine; and ten destroyers were escorting the

‘ITkki Ikki Detachment into the Solomons.

Close aerial support followed Japanese surface
reinforcements. Planes from the Takao'Group and the
Fourteenth Air Gfoup, which had been former}y based
in the Marshalls, moved southward and a carrier piané
group, was expected from.Kisaratéﬁ. One de-
tachment of the Yokosuka Flying BqétlSquadron was
near Gasmata, while a fighter plane group prepared to

move to Truk aboard auxiliaries of the First Alr

13
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Fleet. On August 16, 1942 the newly built Buna aim
port was ready to recelve enemy planes. In the
Gilbert and Harshnlls, Japanese air pﬁtrols increased
steadily, and the Fourth Fleet Commander requestea
additional units to replace those that had moved
into the Solomoms. '

Conf}ictipg-reports were ﬁade concerning the
whefeabouts of Japanese carriers. Although they were
not assoclated with Rabaul on August 15, 1942 and
single bearings definitely piaced the Shokaku, Hitaka
and the Hosho around Japan, destroyer movements on
August 16, 1942 indicateu thaf there was a possibility
of the carriers moving south. The Fleet Intelligence
Summary of August 17, 1942 issued from the flagship.

of the Commander in Chief of the South Pacific Fleet,

stated that "The Zulkaku and Shokaku, plus the Ryul,
although still apparently present in Empire wateré
will definitely go south, if not already under way
in that direction.®

Though powerful Japanese.surfaée and air forces
were being drawn into these reglons to forestall

the strengthening of Allied fleets and bases, and to

repel any new Allied invasions, the enemy gecognized

14
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a need for land and amphibiéus forces ﬁo hold shore
positions., Thus, additional base and ianding forces
were brought into the vicinity. Under the jurisdie-
tion of the Commander in Chief of the Elghth Fleet,

~ the ®Dei Force" was to operate in the Outer South

Seas with its principal objective probably the re-
capture and defense of Guadalcanal anéd Tulagi., At
Rabaul the Personnel Officer of the Chichijima Base
Force ané the Chief of Staff, Oki Group, wvere ob-
served on August 15, 1942. The Fourth, Sixth, and
Elghth Base Forces were at Truk, Jaluit and Rabaul,
respectively, and at Buna the Sasebo Fifth Special

Landing Force was also prominent. In a successful

-Cémpaign, the Japanese were observed on August 17,

1942 reoccupying Munda.

With the need for transportation, fuel and
provisions becoming more acute during reinforceﬁent
operations, the constant shuttling of enemy supply
ships to and from the Empire continued. The Kinal
Haru carried the Fifth Special Landiné Force to
Rabaul, and the ¥ikkasi Maru also announced its ar—
rival there on August 17, 1942. Several others, in-

cluding an air tender and suxiliary, were in this .

15
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general vicinity. |
Devoted to the efforts of locating American

forces, Japanese submarines continued scoutiﬁg pa-

trols in the operational area. The Commander of Sub-

marine Squadron One was en route to the Scuth Pacific

to relieve the Commander of Submarine Squadron Three
as Commander in Chief of the Japanese Southeastern
Submarine Force. Submarine Division Twelve was also
located in the South Pacific.

As these Japanese activities gained in mo--
mentum, American units éﬁunter—attgpked. Allied
submarines were crippling the enemy suppl} lines by
thelir aggressive attacks. On August 16, 1942, the
Goshu Maru reported that it had been attacked by an

American submarine, and contact reports from a maru
attached to the Sixth Base Fbrce gave further indi-.
cations of American submarine activity.

An Interesting diversionary movement to?k
place on Aﬁgust 7-8, 1942 when a ralder battalion of
the United States Marines, onerating from the sub-

marines, Argonaut and Nautilus, made a surprise

16
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attack on Mzkin Island. It succeeded in vrecking Japa-
‘nese planes, ships and supplies, though its main
purpose was to divert Japanése units from Guadalecanal,
wvhere an attack had been plagned for late in August.
ccnsid_eﬁng the number and wide distribution given
to Japanese contact reports, this feint by Aliied :
forces was believed td have been successful, Dis-
patches on August 19, 1942 indicated thet all enemy
forces in that general area, including the Makin Re- '
lief Fofce, t%e Sixtﬁ Base Force, and Nineteenth
Alr Group were ﬂrought into action. | |

‘Nevertheless, from August 18, 1942 until
American and Japanese forces actually clashed in a‘
major engagement on August 23, 1942, the enemy con-
tinued to bulld up its forces in the Solomons.’
Jananese operational dispatches iere still emanating
from Guadalcanal -on Aﬁgust 18, 1942, and details of
the enemy's plans for the éctive defense of this
1sland were discloseds A great part of the enam&'s
strength in both cruiser and destrbye? groups was

essermbling in the Truk-Rabaul area,

17
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Of major concern to traffic analysts at this
time was the disposition of a Second Fleet Task Force,
which had appeared, though elusively, in traffic since
August 11, 1942. The fueling of Second Fleet units
was reported taking place in the Truk-Rabaul region,
and on August 22, 1942 further evidence of a task
force gathering for operations under the Command&r
in Chief of the Second Fleet was drawn from the presence
of the Chikuma and the A+ago, as well as the Moya of |
Cruiser Division Four, at Truk. Vhether this striking
unit was composed of any battieships or aircraft
carriers was another ilmportant iésue, the answer to
whiech remained fairly obscure until the actual battle.
Farly in August 1942 a ship, tentatively identified
as part of Battleshlp Division One, appeared in Japa-
nes< communications, and though the composition of
two mejor enemy task forces that included the battle-
ships Kongo and Haruna was determined on August 11, 1942,
thzre were no clues to their location or assignmenti
¥othing further was observed eoncerning these men- |
of-war until the Summary issued by the Fleet IptelligenCe
Officer of the United States Pacific Fleet on August 21,
1942, stated.that the ultimate destination of the striking

18
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force composed of the carriers Shokaku, Zuikaku and the
Ryujo, 2long with Cruiser Division Eight, one un;t of
Cruiser Division Four, plus the battleships Kirishima
and Hiel, was still unknown.

The locatlion of enemy carriers and their
place in the Solomons offensive continued to be a
problem throughout this perlod, although their move-
ment southward from the Empire under destroyer es-
cort was suspected. On August 20, 1942 the tactical

exercises of the carrlers, Shokaku, Hitaka, Hayataka

and Zuiho, were believed to be a front for actual
movements, and this supposition was strengthened by
the delivery of messages for the Commander of Car-
rier Division Two to Truk. In a report from the
Fleet Intelligence Officer of the United States
Pacific Fleet for August 22, 1942, 1t was stated

that the Commander of Carrier Division Two and the
Zuiho were definitely in the Sasebo-Kure area, but
were probably schedqled for an early departure. The
Bulletin of the Commander in Chief of the Pacific  °

19
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Fleet for August 22, 1942 also declared that the
possibility of the undetected departure of the car-
riers, Zuikaku, Shoksku and Ryujo, subsequent to

August 16, 1942, should not be disregarded.
Besides these units, associated with.the
Second Fleet, there were other forces scattered = o
throﬁghout the Solomons which were ihought to be |
planning to operate in eonjunction with this command
or to act as separate_units. In either case the var-
fous concentrations of enem& destroyers and cruisers
had réached such strenéth that reports of new asso-
clations were-watched carefully since any one of
them, though apparently operating independently,
could have become the nucleus of an eneny sﬁriking
force. “
Particular atfentioh ﬁa§ paié to the acceler-
ated activities of Japanese destroyers since they
usually reflected the movements of'capitél ships.
The Commander of Déétroyer Squadron TwWo, the Akikaze,
Destroyer Division Seventeen and units of Destroyer
Diyisiohs'Eight and Fifteen and Destrgyef.Squadron
Three were all associated with Rabéul, where the

20
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traffic was wundoubtedly heaviest. One unit of Des-
troyer Division Thirty appeared to be leaving Saipan
on August 19, 1942 for Rabaul, and Cruiser Division
Seven, with Destroyer Sqﬁadrons Three and Fifteen
and Destroyer Division Two were ordered to Jjoin with
the Outer South Seas Force. Utilizing information
gathered by Smaller units and lookout posts, Jépa-
nese destroyers scouted for lllied.atriking groups,
aided their own landiﬁg operations, and also-co-
operated vith what appeared to be =2 Crﬁiser Division
Six offensive. In the Buna area Destroyer Division
‘Eight acted as a radio guard for the Sasebo Fifth
Special Landing Force, which was assoclated throughout
August 1942 with Cruiser Division Eighteen.-

Although the enemy's main preoccupation was
with these new drives in the Solomons, heavy ships of
the Japanese fleet also gathered at Truk, the
Marshalls and ports cleoser to the Empire, éither pre=-
pératory to joining the current cﬁmpaign further
south, or to guard Japan'!s outposts. On Auéuét 20, 1942
the flagships of both Cruiser Division Five apd' ;

21
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Destroyer Squadron Four were at Truk with Destroyer
Division Seven and a division of Destroyer Squadron
Three located in the same vicinity. Escorted by two
destroyers, Crulser Division Seven was reported as
approaching Truk on August 22, 1942 while the light
cruiser Kashima was headed for some unidentified port
in the South Pacific.

While the Eleventh Fleet Chief of Staff and
the Fourth Alr Attack Force Commander directed oper-
ations at Rabaul, the enemy conﬁinue@ to draw in
additional planes and equipﬁent from other fields
to the Solomons. Active in this area on Rugust 13,
19.2 were the Fifth Alr Attack Force, which was pre-
pared for operztions, and the Bixth Alir Attack Force
which was concerned with plane transfers from the
Fmpire. Aircraft supplies were forwarded to the
Kisaratsu and ﬁisawa Air Groups at Kavieng and fur-
ther air activity was also observed at Gizo. Japa-
nese planes were patrolling this area and frecuent
contacts were reported in the vicinity of New Guinea.
Between the Marshalls and Rabaul enemy planes main-
tained shuttle flights. Heanwhilg?-tﬁé prominence

P
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- of the Commander of the Takao Alr Group and Alr

Squadron Twenty-three at Kendari in the Netherlands

"Bast Indles suggested that planes from these bases

iight be use§ for future attacks on Allied positions.
It was-suggested that Army un;ts were being

sonk Pyom both the Phlllprines and the Eetherlands

East Indies to hold Jépapesa bases in the South

Pacific. The presence of the Commander of the Akat-

sukl Detachment, an army transportztion unit, and the

Cormander of .the First Debarkation Party at Palao,

indicated that some convoys would ofiginéfe from there..

On August 22, 1942 thezfokosuka Fi;th Spec;al Landing

Force and the Eighty-fourth Base Force were associaf

ted with southern arzy operatlions and the Basebo Force

_ remained at Buna. Although not yet completely iden-

tified, one group known as the Simun Force was alao:
believsd to be concerned with an 1ﬁpeﬁding dffehsiva;

' As days passed, Japanese submarines atﬁgﬁpte& _
to inrlict';ossqs on American ships and td halt thelr .

- flow of supplies, and to carfy out these Important

activities they adopted certaln security precautions.
to disgulse their identity when transmitting or receiving
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Héanwhile, American planes and submarines
undertook the task of preventing the Japanese from
succeeding in thelr reinforcement plans. The delay-
ing action off Mzkin Island was important, but day
by day American units harassed thé enemy partly to
destroy Jazanese bases, and bartly to conceal the
reinforcenent of American bases and naval forces. ‘

On August 22, 1942 it was known that a Japa-
nese strlking force was ready for action, and it was
evident that it was composed of a major pﬁrtion of
the enemy's crulser and destroyer strength. The
possibility of battieship protecfion had not been
overlooked, for a dispatch from the Commandef in
Chief of the Third Fleet on August 11, 1942 had indi-
czated that the Haruna would move southwar&. The
Summary issued on August 22, 1942 by the Fleet In-
telligence Officer of the United States Pacific
Fleet associated the Kirishima end Hiel with the
tzree carriers tha£ the Bulletin of the Commander
in Chief of the Pacific Fleet had suggested were

moving south.

Yet it was the lbcation, nunber and assignment
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of Japanese Qarrieré that remained the ré&l_iroblem"
for American traffic analysts, since a new enemy -
code, temporarilf resisting cfyptanalysis, made 1t
1mpossi$le to read Japanese operational messages.
Theré were 1nc§mplete indications that thé Japanese -
carriers were in the Empire conducting tra;ning '
exercises, and it was rememberéd similar earrier
exsrcise traffic had taksn place before the battle .
of Midway., It was suspeéted, therefore, that the
Japanese carrier fleet would not remzin ' inactive in
the Empire during a major battle in the Solomons.

Dispatches on August 13, 1942 had suggested \
‘that Japanese carriers were preparing for duty out-
side Empire waters,‘and this belief was strengthened
by cestroyer escorting movements on Augﬁst 16, 1942.
On August 17, 1942 the Bumary of the Pacific Flest
Intelligence Officer stated that the Zuikaku, |
Shokaku and Ryulo were possibly already en route i
south, and this probabilitﬁ éas restated in the '
Bulletin of-the Commander in Chief of the Pacific
' ¥leet on Angust 22, 1942. |
Destroyers of the United States Eavy engaged in
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combat operations in the Solomon Islands during the
night of August 21-22, 1942. The U.S.S. Blue, Flag-

ship of Commander Bestro?er-nivision 8even, acdompanled

by the U,S.S, Henley and UJ,S.S. Helm, was operating

as an escort for é convoy consisting of the U.S.S.
: B

Fomalhaut and g;ﬁena..
At 2313 (Zone - 11), latitude 09:40:00 south,
longitude 161302100 east, the Blue and Henley de-
- parted from Task Force 62.1.7—t0'proceed in accord-
ance with a COMSOPAC dispatch of 210332 August,
vhich stated;in part, |

Enémy subnarines and surfzce ships have
been reported in the Cactus-Ringbolt area
since seizure by United States Armed Forces.

The dispatch directed that the

Commander Destroyer Division Seven
send forward two destroyers to arrive .
earliest hour tonight consistent fuel limil-
tations to unloading arez. Destroy enemy .
forces approaching for landing or in opposi-
“tion to our forces. . '

1 - Cincpac File A16-3/S0L, L11-1/BD/(90).
. Serizl #0276l; Cincpac File PAC-90-1H -

A16-3/S0L; Comsopac File A16-3 Serial
#0046b, Serial-03370; USS Henley, FB7/
A16-3, Serial #£(017); USS Henley, DD387/
216, Serial (#041)-(#042); USS Henley, 2
DD 391/A16/P20, Serial (0165): ComTask - o
Force 62, FE25/A16(3), Serial £00277.
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At 0140 (Zone-11) August 22, 191,2 the Flue

- led the Eenley by 600 yards as it entered the eastern

end of Lengo Channel on ecourse 270° trua, speed 20
knots. A column of ships about 5° on the starboard
bow was Sighted two to three miles away. General

Quarters was sounded, both ships swung left to

; bring their batteries to bear on the sighted ves—

se}s, and challenges'were made by flashing light.
Alihough no reply was received from these ships,
they were recognized as friendly units in Transport
Division Twelve, namely .the Manley, Stringham and
Mczarlaﬁ « They were aliowed to prbceed to sea,-and

“ the two American destroyers resumed the course which

would take them through the channel.
The destroyers arrived off the western end
of Lengo Channel at approximately 0230 end assumed

a speed of 11 knots on several successive westerly

courses. The Blue was conducting radar search ahead,

and the Henley in colwmm 400 yards to the.rear was
searching astern. At 0324 a radar contact was dis-
covered at 290° true, distance 4560'jérds, by the
Blue in latitude 09:18 south,.lon%itﬁqe 160303 east.

gt e e . W
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Though the sea was calm, the moon héd ;et and visi-
bility in the diré&tion of land was very poor. Both
radar and sound gear were able to track e cbntact,
caused by high speed propellers, across the bow of
the Blue to port atra minimum range of 2900 yards.
Although no sight contact had been obtained, the
Blue!s course was changed Tive minutes later at 0329
to 350°, and the speed was ralsed to 15 knots. At
0332 the course was changed to 330°, speed 25 knots,
at whieh time both radar aﬁd sound contacts were
lost. It was estimated that the contact was a smﬁll
craft possessing a speed of 20 knots.

Despite the fact that the contact was assumed
to be a friendly patrol boat, variaus precautibnary
changes in course and speed were-initiated during
the sucééeding half hour. At 0546 permisslon was
granted to reduce the speed of the Blue so as to re:
duce wind interference with the lookout ahead. At
0355 a radar contact on a high speed surface craft
showed that 1t was 5,000 yatds forward of the star-
board beam. High speed pf;éelle: hbisés were no-
ticed on the sound gear at this saﬁéltime.a The con-

tact could not be sighted, but at 0358 radar and
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sound tracked him on a beariﬁg of 1?5° Frue, at '
range of 3200 yards; It disapﬁeareﬁ;fepidly astern,
and for this reason the Een;ez.'es wxrnad to be on
the alert. The Henley sighted a wake on its star-
board bow at 0357, eﬁpafently nade by a small craft
making high speed. Radar contact was obtained at a'
range of 2,000 yards, when the wnseen creft was about
abean of the ﬁenlex. The Henley then reported to
the Blue that the small craft appeared to cross its
stern from starboard to port. .

- At 0359 the wakes of two, and possibly more,
torpedoes were'sighted by the Blue as they apprdached
on the starboard quarter, and within a few seconds
a heavy explosion occurred aft. The Blue applied
right full rudder, but the order to put on engines
ahead full could not be'eemplied with. The ship.
pitched forward sharplf, and was shaken twice within

a few seconds by tremblings and internal heavings.
Shortly thereafter the ship was entirely obscured
by a large colum of smoke.

The,ﬁ;gg was now dezd in the water vith its
stern blown off, and with a small fire burning in

- ',- . e
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the aft compartment. During the nexﬁ hpﬁr and a
half both the Blue and the Henley received radar
contacts vhich were investigﬁted by the Henley at
full sneed. However, on each occasion the contact
receded as the Henlev approached. KNo enemylcraft
was sighted any time. Finally at 0600 the Henley
rigged for towing and proceeded to take the Blue
in tow? Thesé daring and successful attacks on
Anerican destroyers were believed to have been made
by Jananese PT boats.

Returning to a discussion of the communica-
tion intelligence available at this time from the
messages on hand, it was certaln that the Japanese
were increasing their strength in the Solomons. The
battleship Yamata was noticed on August 23, 1942 and
the Fuso was believed to be accompanying the Seventh
Cruiser Scuadron to the Solomons, where it was thought
srobable that the battleships Kongo, Kirishima and
Haruna with the aircraft carrier Zuikaku were 2rob-
ably already assembled as 2 formidatle striking force.

Since the enemy's striking power would be considerably
strengthened by carriers, particular attention 7#as

paid to their maneuvers, Traffic analysis on August 22,

2 - Ibid.
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1942 disclosed that the Shokaku, with the Command-
er in Chief of the First Alr Fleet, aboard the
Zuikalku and the Ryujo, as well as plane transports
vere headed for Truk, according to the Bulletin of
the Commander in Chief of the Pacific Fleet on
August 23, 1942.

A total of fifteen to twenty Japanese des-
troyers from Divisions Nine, Fifteen, Twenty-nine,
Thirty and Thirty-four and from Destroyer Squadrons
Three and Six were operating in the Solomons, and
Cruiser Division Eighteen, the Kako and furataka were
also in that area. Enemy submarines patrolled this
area, and enemy landing forces including the Yokosuka
Third Special Landing Force and the First Landing Force
prepared for action. The Summary issued by the Fleet
Intelligence Officer of the Pacific Fleet on August 23,
1942 stated that heavy enemy landings, which American
forces had long expected, would probably take placelin

the Guadalcanal area within the next twelwve hours.

The Battle of the Eastern Sclomons

(&ugust 23-2 1942

During the two weeks which had elapsed since
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3

1113sd Eroops bad Sovaded tha Sslomon Telands 1n

early August, the Jacanese had been bullding up their
naeval strength at Rabaul for a smashing blow to recap-
ture Guzdalcanal. This waiting period was marked by
the attempts of the United States Navy to bring in re-
inforcements for the marines in the Guadalcanal-Tulagi
area, and the counter efforts of Japanese surface and
air forces to nrevent these reinforcements. Japanese
2ir attacks were quite ineffective, but their small
surface craft created much havoc by night attacks, there-
by retarding the strengthening of the American position
on Guadalcanal?

American authorities were well aware of Japanese
efforts to strengthen their striking forces in the
Solomons, znd for this reason reinforcements were sent
to Task Force Sixty-One, and, in addition, Task Force
Seventeen was ordered into this area., For two weeks
after the Guadalcanal-Tulagi invasion, American units
were engaged in establishing tases despite nightly
bombardments by Japznese cruisers and destroyers. To
conceal the presence of its carriers, Task Force Sixty-

Onec operated to the south, out of contact range of

3 - Action Report Commander in Chief,'Paéific
Fleet to Cominch, CINCPAC File PAC 90-wb
A16-3/50L Serizl 03102. 32
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Japznese scout planes. Therefore, the“mahy land
bombardments by Japanese ships in the waters between
Tulagl end Guadalcanal went unmolested by our ecarrier
Planes or surface ships.

By August 23, 1942 the Japanese were able to
assemble a very powerful striking force, which began
to move south to retake thelr former positions at
Guadalcanal and Tulagl. Jajpanese forces available =t
this time were estimated from later battle reports to
have been &s follows:

3 or 4 CVs (ZUIKAKU, SHOKAKU, RYUJO with

possitly 2 fourth small carrier).

1 or 2 battleships.

7 to 15 light and heavy crulsers.

10 to 20 destroyers.

Lt least 15 APs, AKs, and ACs.

Approximztely 160 land based planes.
(VEs and VFs{

Meanwhile Task Force Sixty-one, comprising Task
Fo}ces Eleven and Sixteen under the command of Vice
Admiral Fletcher, had moved to the north in anticipa-
tion of an attack on Guadalecanal. On August 23, 1942
it was operating 100 to 150 miles due east of Guadal-
canal and Tulagi. -

A dawn patrol covering two hundreé‘miles,had

been made by planes from the U.S.S. Enterprise. TIwo
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enemy submarines proceeding south at high‘speed had
been sighted between latitudes 06-48 and 07-30 south,
and had been unsuccessfully attacked. These submarines
were approximately two hundred miles north of Task
¥orce Sixty-one, and were presumably acting as scouts
for Japznese surface forces.

‘At 0950 (-<11) a Japanese Océupation Force was
sighted by one of COMAIRSOPAC's long range search
planes. Four transports, two crulsers, and three de-
stroyers were 250 miles to the north of Guadalcanal,
towards which they were steaming at seventeen knots.

ALt about 1445 the U.8.S. Saratoga launched an attack .

group of thirty-one SBEDs to attack this Japanese force.
They carried 1000-pound bombs, and six TBFs were loaded
¥ith torpedoes.

The enemy changed course 2t 1300, but the report
of the search plane of Task Force Sixty-three
concerning this did not reach Task Force Sixty-ome
until that night. For this reason the Saratoga Attack
Group faile@ to locate the Japanese ships, and were
- forced to 1;nd at the Marine field at Guadalcanal.

They spent the night there, and experienced 2 night
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bombardment by a Japanese submarine. A Marine Adr
Attack Group flew from Guadalcanal at 1615 on the
afternoon of August 23, 1942 to attack the same Japa-
nese force, but again it could not be found. Real
action was to take place on the following day, however,
wnen contact with the enemy was establishedf Since
no information concerning a Japanese striking force
had been received, and the latest intelligence re-
oorts rlaced Japanese carriers near Truk, Task Force
Fighteen, including the D.S.S. Wasp, was Qent south to
refuel at 1830 August 23? Concerning this move, Vice
Admiral Frank Jack Fletcher, Commander of Task_Force
Eleven, in his report to the Commander in Chief of the
United States Pacific Fleet stated that:
®At about 17 hours on the 23rd of

fugust, I received CINCPAC 230345 locating

all enemy carriers north of Truk, a2nd it

was then decided to send one Carrier Task

Force to a refueling rendezvous.®
The CINCPAC dispatch mentioned by Admiral Fletcher 1s
available in full in No. 1096, It will be noted that

this particular dispatch did not include the warnings

4 - CINCPAC to COMINCH, CINCPAC File PAC-90/%D,
A16-3/S0L, Serial 03102, Page 4. (October 24,
19.2),
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found in the Bulletin of the Commander 1n'Ch1ef of
the Pacific Fleet, of previous days, which indicated
the possibility thzt some Japanese carriers had made
an undetected move to southern waters. (See Appendix
II, Nos. 795, and 1047).

As the action of the Battle of the Fastern
Solomons drew into a2 second day, there were several
indications that the Commander in Chief of the Combined
Fleet was at sea, but his 1océtion could not be discov-
ered. It was also believed that certain units of
Battleship Pivision Three were not witﬁ the First Air
Fleet Staff, and that the battleships Konro and |
Kirishima were still essoclated with Pabaul, but nothing
definite could be stated concerning the activities of
any of these units.

Early in the morning of August 24, 1942 American
carrier planes of Task Force Sixfy-one carried oh their
usual -morning patrol northward for 200 miles, Judging
from later developments, it would appear that at this
tine the major Japanese force was 350 to 100 miles north
of the outermost limits of our searching planes. Our
planes, having found nothing in their sééréh,'turned

back to rendezvous with the carriers.

36




1 ORIGINAL
. 1l December 1944

At 0935 a long range search pl&h- of Task

Force Sixty-three reported  the presence of Japanese

warships at latitude 04-40° south, longitudo 161-15°

‘east. One enemy carrier, two cruisers, and one de-—

stroyer were steaming on course 180°, Task Force
Sixty-one received this report at 1015 or earller,
and proceeded to builniup to full boiler power by
1200 in an effort to close the distance between it—
self and the enemy force. fhe American task force
included tﬁo cargier§3 the Saratoga and the Enter-
prise; one fast battleship, the Forth Carolina; three
heavy cruisers, the Portland, the New Qrlezns, and
the ginneanolis; one light ecrulser, the Atlanta; and
eleven destroyers. Plane strength 1ncluded those of .
the Cactus Marine Ailr Group, 12 VBs, 15 F4Fs,5 P-4003,
and the planes of Task ?orce Sizty—three (Airrorces",
South Paciric), approximately '39 PBIs and 30 B-17s.
Steaming at 15 knots and later at 18, at 1200,
Task Force Sixty-one was at 09-050 south, 163—00° east

on course 100° true. It was then about 250 miles away

from the enemy ships reported in the morning., The

carriers had to turn into the wind to the southeast

i1
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to launch and recover planes, and this slowed the
progress of the American ships. Demonsfrating fheir
usual ability to locate and track our forces, Japsnese
search plznes found Task Force Sixty-one by 1100 or
earlier., The presence of several of these enemy planes
was shown by radarj four of them were shot aown by
carrier fighters during the morning and early after-
noon. Scouting reports from enemy planes and sub-
merines in this vicinity ﬁndoubtedly kept Japanese
overational authorities fully zware of the activities
o7 our task force. Ai 1257 at a distanee of only
eight miles from Task Force Sixty-one on 2 beariﬁg 210°
true, one of these planes was shot down. Because of.
the short distanée between this enemy plane and the
tesk force, orders were issued to all units to prepare
to repel air attack.

At about 1130 the Saratoga had recovered her
attack planes, which had spent the night at Guadalcanal,
and two hours later, refueled and re-armed, they were
sent out to attack the Japznese carrier reported in

the early morning. Information concerning the locatlon

-
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of the enemy forces was still inadecuate, and to
ensure that an opportunity for combat ;1th these
forces would not be lost, the Commander of Task
Force Sixty-one launched 22 SEDs and 7 TVs from the
Enterprise at 1300. These planes were ordered to
search to the northward to a distance of 250 miles.

During this flight they discovered three groups
of enemy warshlps, steering south and covering an area
60 to 80 miles wide, centered on about longitude 162
east. One group, including z carrier which was thought
to be the Rvujo, a light cruiser, and three destroyers,
was discovered 198 miles away from Task Force Sixty-
one on a bearing 317° true at 1510, This was believed
to be the same forece reported early in the morning at
0935, Difficulties experienced with the receiving _
ecuipment, and probably interference by fighterldirection
transmission on the same frequency band, cazused a delay
of more thzn an hour in the receipt of this report by
the Enterorise at 1518.

A second enemy group, comprising two carriérs,
four heavy cruisers, six 1light eruisers, and eight or

more destroyers, was found 198 miles f;om'Tésk Force

Sixty~-one on bearing 340°. This report,'made at 1430,

Sl T L
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was not received by either the Ente ;g;; g or "the
ﬁaratogg, but at 1525 the §aratoga hﬂard fron the
raporting plane thnt it had made an unsuccessful attack.;
on one of the two enemy carriers, 3Its bombs had stquck

very close aboard to what might have been the Zulkaku,

-and, therefore, it was thought that some damage'hight

have beeﬁ received by this ship. At &ny rate, no fur-

‘ther information was received as to the composition or

movements of tpis roica. A third group was reported
at 1440 t§ be 225 miles from Task Force Sixty-one on
bearing 347°. This group inciuded.four light ecruisers
and three to five déstroyers. ‘

It will be remembered that an attack group had

- been launched from the Saratoga at 1330. .Gcing directly

to their objective, 29 SEDs carrying 1000-pound bombs,
and 8 TEFs with torpedoas, attacked the Ryujo. In a _
well coordinated attack rour hits vwere made by our dive
bombers, and one sure and one possible hit we:a made by
our torpedo planes vhibh éttécked'JuSt as the last o:_
our dive bombers dove against the enexmy carrier. One

torpado missed the carrier and sank a destroyer, and

'two torpedo planes, attacking a heavy cruiser, scored

‘; Ly
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one hit., On their return flight to the .érato a, our
dive bombers encountered seven enemy dive bombers and
shqt down four, possibly five, of them.

It is interesting to note, in view of the fact

that Guadalcanal was attached by enemy carrier type
pPlanes, that when the Ryujo was sighted at approximately

1400 by two Enterprise scouts, the deck of the carrier

was already empty of planes. ¥hen the Saratoga group
made its devastating attack at 1530, the Ryujo had only
& few planes on deck and a few in the air, These were
reported as four NakeJimi 97 dive bombers and four to
six Zero fighters. Furthermore, jJust a2s the Saratoga
attack group had left at 1330, z large group of uniden-
tified plznes, bearing 350° 2t a distance of 112 miles,
was detected by radar. These planes faded at a distance
of 103 miles on an estimated course of 220°,vhich would
have brought them to Guadalcanal. Since the airfield
there was attacked an hour later, at 1440, by tvin-
engine and single-engine carrier type bombers protected
by iand-type Zero fighters, it is possible that the
carrier planes came from the Ryujo. Five Japanese tvin- .

engine boubers, five single-engine bombers, and eleven
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Zero fighters were shot down by the Harines at 2 loss
to themselves of only three F4iFs and pilots.

At 1335, a few minutes sfter the Saratoga attack
group had departed to strike the Ryuljo, & search plane
of Task Force Sixty-three reported one smzll enemy carrier,
two cruisers and one destroyer at 05-50° south, 162-20°
east, on a course 140° and speed 23 knots, This force,
locsted about 75 miles northeast of the Frujo and 200
miles from Task Force Sixty-one, was in the same vicinity

in which an Enterorise scout, an hour later, sighted a

large force conmprising two carriers, four heavy cruisers,
six light cruisers, and eight or more destroyers. Four
hours later, Flying Fortresses obtained some hits with
300-pound bombs on a small CV at a sgot 40 miles south-
ezst of the 1435 contacts. In view of this information,
1£ appears probable that three enemy carriers were
operating 70 to 100 miles east of the Ryvujo.

Returning to the story of Task Force Sixty-one,

we find the Entervprise with a plane attack group of 11
VSBs, 7 TBFs, and 7 VFs, still aboard. These planes had
not been launched against the carriers operating to the

east of the Eyujo because of the impossibiliti of
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recovering them before darkness set in. - The

Enterprise was acting as duty carrier for Iasi Force

S8ixty-one andéd, therefore, was exercising fighter di-
rection control. At 1602 a radar contact indicated
that a2 large unidentified flight of planes on bear-
ing 3200 was only 88 miles distant from the carrier.
Twenty=five fighters from both carriers were in the
combzt patrol at this time with twenty more on the '
Geck of the Saratoga. Initial radar contact was lost
for scventeen minutes until the enemy planes were
picked up sgain on the same bearing zt an altitude of
12,000 feet, but now only 44 miles away. ©Some fighters
hzd been landed for refueling, and some of those on the
deck of the Saratoza had been launched. There were
now thirty-eight fighters in the combat patrol defend-
ing the carriers.

At 1625, thirty-six enemy bombers with many
Zero fighters above and below, on a bearing of 3000,
were sighted about thirty-three miles from the Enter-
prise, which was steaming ten miles to the northwest
of the Saratoga. At least one and probatly two other
groups of enemy torpedo planes accompanied by dive

bombers - were slso approaching the American forces.
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Warning had been sent to the ships screening the

Enterprise and the Barztoga, and amplifying reports

were made continually from this time on. Fifteen
additional fighters were now launched by the Saratoga
to make a total of fifty-three friendly fighters in

the vicinity of the carriers. Considerable confusion
arose because many of the fighter pilets did not
observe radio discipline, For this reason few of the
orders from the fighter direction officer reached our
planes and he received little of the information transe
mitted by the pilots. Because of this interference
with fighter direction, only five to seven of our fight-
ers engaged the enemy dive bombers on their approach,
though later ten fighters closed with enemy dive bomb-
ers which were already in the process of attacking.

The remainder of our fighters were either engaged by
Zeros or attacked the dive bombers only as the enemy

- retired. Some of our rigﬁters did not get intp the
action at all. Despite these handicaps, however, a
group of ten enemy torpedo planes and dive bombers was
turned back before it came in sight of Task Force

Sixty-one, and six were shot down. Other forpedo planes
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aporoaching Taskx Force Sixty-one uere‘Shqt ﬁ;un or
turned away by anti-aircraft fire before they could
attack,

To add to the confusion, the attack group

atoard the Enterorise, which had not been sent out
on a mission because of the near approach of darkness,
was launched at 1625 so as to clear the deck of the
carrier. This move vas completed at 1638, just before
the first Jzranese dive bombers began their attack on
the Enterprise. The Enterorise attack group was
orcdered to leave the scene and find and destroy the
Byujo, but not succeeding in locating this carrier, it
was forced to proceed to Guadalcanal to spend the
night. The TBFs of this group, however, returned to

lznd after dark on the Enterorise and the Saratoga.

At the same time that the Enterprise cleared

her decks of its attack group, the Saratoga launched

3 SBDs and 5 TBFs with orders to attack the enemy
battleship and heavy cruiser force reported to the
north. These planes succeeded in finding their tar-
get, and obtained a 1000-pound bomb hit on the haﬁtle-
ship, tentatively identified as the Mutsu, and one
torpedo hit on a cruiser. There were éixteen to eight-

een enemy ships in this group, and the anti-aireraft
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fire =as very heavy.
The departure of these attack gfoups ﬁas a

disturbing element in the fighter direction of the

Entervcrise., Search planes from the Enternrise, re-

turning from the north, also helped to confuse radar
interpretation. It is believed ihat the Jananese
succeeded in finding our task force without much
trouble because they were arle to follow these search
planes on their way back to the carriers. Task Force
Sixty-one was nov steaming at twenty-seven knots, and
it was employing violent evasive tactics. Cruisers and -

destroyers closed in to screen the carriers with the

North Carolina stetioned twenty-five yards behind
bearing 1800,
Our fighter planes, receiving a rzport that

eneny planes were about Tourteen miles from the

Fnterorise at 18,000 feet, attacked immediately, climb-

ing through opposing Zero fighters to get at the
enerny bombers. This permitted the majority of the
dive bombers to begin their attack before they were.
intercented. As the enemy plénes came within the

minimum range of the search radar, contact was lost,
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and because of the dozens of}f?iendly and enemy planes,

it was impossible to track the targets as-they came in.

Suddenly some Japznese dive bomhers were sighted as
they began to dive on the Enterprise. £ twenty-milli-
meter battery »n the carrier opened fire when it sight-
ed these planes at about 12,000 feet in their dive.
This warning was taken up by the remaining batteries,
and about the same time the North Carpolina and other

screening ships opened fire with their five-inch guns
on the same group of vplanes,

This first attack by enemy dive bomters, ending
in a near miss at about lé41, heralded a continuocus
attack of diving plznes for the next four minutes.

Some of the planes were forced to pull out of their

- dives at 4,000 to 6,007 feet by the intensive fire of

the accompanying screen of destroyers., Some swerved
to avoid the bursts of fire, others were knocked out
off their point of aim, and a few jettisoned their
bomb loads. Despite the density of our anti-aircraft
fire which destroyed three enemy planes and left
others in flames, fifteen bombers dove at the carrier

in dives of approximately seventy degrees, which

J.'J.
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brought them to 1,500 feet or lower befﬁre releasing
their bombs. Very little time elapsed.between the
dives of various sections, sometimes as little és
seven seconds. Thus our anti-zircraft gunners were
continually harassed by the shock of hits or misses
close aboard, and had very little time to clear gun
Jams or replenish their ammunition. Despite this,
however, anti-aircraft fire succeeded in beating off
most of the enemy attackers.

At least ten enemy planes crashed near the

Entercrise, and others flew away smokihg heavily.,

Scme planes did not pull out of thelr dives but went
headlong into the sea; others, pulling out of their
dives a2t low altitudes, were shot down by the-fire of
the carrier screen., Two of the burning planes almost
landed on the flight deck, but though they were avolded,
the carrier recelved three other direct hits and several
near misses, One bomb, striking the water under the
fanéail near the hull, did considerable damage. AS

the gunners in the vicinity were recovering from the
shock of the near miss, another enemy plane dived low
and released a large boﬁb which penetr#tg& torﬁhe third
deck where it exploded, killing about thirty-five men
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and starting many fires. A few secondsﬂlater'another
large bomb struck about twenty feet away from the
first, exploding an ammunition locker and killing
about thirty-eight men at two, fivé—inch guns. A
third hit struck within a few seconds and put an ele-
vator out of commission.

In the meantime the screening vessels were

hurling a tremendous anti-airecraft barrage at the
enemy planes. Observers reported that the Rorth

Carolina's fire was so heavy that she looked te be

ablaze amidships. Vhen the enemy's attack began, the

Enterprise had increased her speed to thirty knots
which eaused the North Carolinmz to fall behind gradual-

ly, leaving her 4,000 yards from the Enterprise at the

‘end of the engagement, 1,500 yards behind her assigned

station. Thus, almost as a separate unit, the North

Carolina foucght off sixteen dive bombers and several

torpedo plane attacks in addition to a high altitude

bombing. The North Carelina had picked up many un-

identified planes at 141,000 yards as early as 1506,
end from.that time on until 1636 several groups of

planes were tracked on her radar screen,' After that,

% .-
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there were so many contacts it was impoisible to
distinguish friend from foe, which made 1t impracti-
cable to adjust the gunnery radar sets for efficlent
fire control. However, at 1641 the Forth Carolina
picked up about fifteen dive bombers flying over the

Enternrise at & range of 8;000 yards and a height of

15,000 feet. Shg fired at these planes, and two
minutes later opened fire on ten dive bombers attack-
ing her from the starboard bow.

The Japanese pilots were diving to a very low
altitude, but so heavy was Ameriecan five-inch and
autozatic weapon fire that some of the planes turned
away. Only three were able-to come through to place

thelr bormbs with sufficient accuracy close to the North

Carolina. During this dive bomber attack on the star-

board bow, low flying planes appeared on the port

cuarter and then others came in from every direction

2t altitudes from 50 to 5,000 feet. Some came in

directly for a2 torpedo attack, others glided in from
an zltitude of about 6,000 feet to level off at 50 to
200 feet. Approximately eight planes in all were

coordinating their movements with those of the dive
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bombers. A second dive bombing attack was made on

the North Carolina at 1645 by six planes on the port

~uarter, despite the constant firing of her twenty
5®/38, four 1V1 mounts (16 barrels), forty 20-milli-
meter and twenty-six 50 caliber guns. The ship's
batteries were firing at so many targets that this
new attack could be met only by the after 20=-milli-
meter guns which shét down two of them. Four near
misses were obtained by the enemyr bombers but no
damage wvas done, though some gunners were knocked
down when the decks were flooded.

As this dive bomber attack was in progress,
eight to twelve heavy bombers nrade a high altitude
attack over the North Carolina at 15,000 feet and

droprned a2 vattern of heavy bombers tetween her and
the Enterorise. This last attack was unogigrved,
partly because of the clever use of cloud cover by
the high level bombers, and partly because the Egigg
Cezrolina was busily engazged with low altitude dive
bombing planes. These last attacks on the Northk
Carolina ended the activities of the Japanese planes

against Task Force Sixty-one, although they were
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flying around for another five to sefén minutes and
the firing of our guns continued. ¥ost of these were
either dive bombers or torpedo planes attempting to
escape.

At 1700 the attack group which was returning
to the faratoga after bombing the Byulo sighted aﬁ
eneqay group of at least eighteen dive bombers, nine
torpedo planes and three fighters on course 1.0° in
7-45° south, 162-10° east, which would have dbrought them
to Task Force Bixty-one within an hour. However, this
eneny z2ir force turned south to pass within fifty miles
of our formation, then turned east until it was almost
due south of the American ships, and finally reversed
its course to the northwest. JIf it had turned north
a2t this point it would have foumd Task Force Sixty-one
at about 1821 when the Enterprise lost control of her -
rudder. Fortunately, no .contzct was made, and the
Enterorise was able to regain fﬁll steering control.
After steering various courses the Ameriéan carrier at
1944 set 1ts course to 190°, speed twenty knots, to
retire south. Later in the evening the Japanese planés

which had missed the-Enterprise were heard trying to
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reach their carrier, and it is possiblé_%h;tfsome or
all of the group were lost, o

The total number of Japanese planes shot down
by Task Force Sixty-one is difficult to determine.
Saratoga and Enterpriée plznes claimed fifty, and anti-
aircraft guns claimed between thirty and forty. Though
there is no doubt that some of these claims were dupli-
cations, 1t is evident that the plane losses of the
enemy were very high aﬂd that their attack groups had
very few survivors. The Commander of Task Force Sixty-
one estimzted that seventy of the enemy's eighty attack-
ing planes were shot do#n, vith our plznes receiving
credit for forty-seven and anti-aircraft fire responsi-
ble for twenty-three,

The day ended with the enemy landing expediticn

turned back, and control of the air in the hands of the

. American forces, with three or four Japanese carrier

groups lost in action. The Fasp Task Force was now
fueled, and was proceeding north to join Task Force
€ixty-one as it retired southward. The Hornet task force

was also near, and it was steaming to the scene of action.

)

Since the whereabouts of Japaneéé'zgfriers
remnained the chief concern of American]{@;ceg‘throughout_

53



ORIGIRAL
1 December 1944

T B
el
gl o

the entire battle of the Eastern Solog&ns;'tge

Bummary issued by the Fleat IntelligeﬁééLOfficer of
the United States Pacific Fleet located the Shokaku,
Zuikaku and possibly the Ryujo in the Solomons, the

Kasuga Maru near Truk, and the other carriers in the

Eppire ready for sea. It was already known from
contact reports that one unidentlified Japanese carrier
was engaging Allled forces.

Throughout the Solomons urgent operational
Cispatckes were transmitted by Japanese army groups,
and two enemy radio stations on Guadalcgnal were active,
Jananese air activity increased in the sanme proportioﬁ.
The Summary issued by the Fleet Intelligence Officer of
the Pacific Fleet on August 24, 1942 warned that a
probable air attack would be carried out by the Japanese
against Allied positions in the Tulagi-Guadalcanal area.
The second phase of the battle was at hand.

Arout midnight on August 24, 1942 four Japanese
warships, probatly destroyers, boﬁbarded Guadalcanal
for about an hour. Eight American dive bombers were

sent to attack them between 0245 and 9100, and three

_of these planes found the enemy force and were able

to obtain a hit on a destroyer. Larga 011 patches in
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this area seemed to indicate that th%nceg§royer was
sunk. | B

At about 0300 on August 25, 1942 Task Force
€ixty-one, heading south, passed Task Force Eighteen
&s it steamed north to take a position in the general
area southeast of Guadalcanal to repel any further
Japanese attacks. After daylight the Saratoga and the
reazinder of Task Force Eléven refueled, and that
night they turﬁed northwvard to join Taslz Force Eighteen,
¥hlle the Entsrprise continued to retire for repairs.

Three submarines were sighted on the surface
during daylight of August 25, 1942. One of them was
probably destroyed by & direct bomb hit by an Enter-
prise scout, and another was sunk by an aggressive

attack of the Gravson, Patterson and Monssen. There

were numerous reports of scattered Japznese forces
because the eneny ships had cohtinued to move toward
their objective despite the destruction of thelr air
pover. During the morning and early afternoon of
August 25, 1942, however, these forces began_to retire
at high speed. W
By this time it wzs seen thatfﬁhe:ime;ican forces
haé dealt the enemy heavy blows, butl#hé;?affle ¥2s not
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yet over, The traffic issued by the Commander in
Chief of the Combined Fleet to major air and fleet
units in the South Pacific rose sharply, and warnings
were sent by the British that a powerful Japznese
striking force had left its rendezvous base in the
Fmpire for the Mandates and New Gulinea. Because any
mévements at this time could provide a clue to the
eneny's battle plan, close watch was kept on all
Japanese ship sctivity, including marus.

Japanes:z aireraft replacements increased the
offensive against Allied positions at Rekata Bay,
Santa Isabel Island an&_Salamau. The Summary issued
by the Fleet Intelligence O0fficer of the United States
Pacific Fleet on August 25, 1942 implied that the
Battle of the Eastern Solomons had already reached its
climax, and that all contacts showed the enemy return-
ing northward,

Allied forces at Guadalcanzal hadrexpected a
davn air attack, but none came. An attack group of .
eight dive bombers earrying 1,000-pound bombs set off
after daylight with an escort of fighters to attack
the Japanese carrier, But at 0835 abaut izs’miles
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north of Guadzlcanal they discovered t;; eﬁeny'
Occupztion Force, comprising one heavy};;uiser, four
light cruisers, four destroyers, one large transport

and three small merchant marus. An attack was made

on the large 14,000-ton transport, setting it afire

and destroying it. The heavy cruiser was also hit,

as was another transport. In addition to this, a

group of eight Flying Fortresses took off from Espiritu
Santo at 0617, zlso with the intentlon of attacking the
carrier north of Guadalcanal. But at 1015 they like-
wise found the Ozcupation Force, znd succeeded in hitting
tro crulsers. Three bombs 1andéd on one of these, break-
ing it up, and the other crulser was left in flames.
This fire might have been the result of a hit from a
Flying Fortress or this ship might have been the same
cruiser set afire by dive bombers from Guadalcanal.

The action of this threefday combat came to an end

about noon when twenty-one enemy heavy bombers made a
high altitude attack on Guadalcanal from 27,000 feet,
Xi1ling four men and wounding five, though causing very
little other damage. They hadé no fighter escort and
there way no repetition of this attack.‘ Evidently,

Jananese air strength had been seriously reduced.
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Thus 2 major battle, second at that time only .

L to the Battle of Midway in the forces involved, came

to a successful conclusion for the United States. The

first serious threat to the Solomons since the American

invasion had now been dissipated,-and, in addition,

very serious losses had been inflicted on_fhe striking ‘

fofces of the enemy. These were as follows:

SHIPS SURK

10V, Ryule

{ 1

1 CL or DD

1 DD

1 AP

2 88

SEIPS DAMAGFD

1cv
1 BB

1ca

o

- Enemy Losses

Seriously damaged by Saratoga
air group attack, possibly sunk.

Probably sunk by Harine-air'
group attack.

Sunk by Bl7

Sunk by Saratogas air group,
torpedo hit,

Sunk by Guadalcanal Marine and
Navy air group attack. 3

One sunk by Enterprise search

plane; one sunk by Grayson,

_Petterson and Monssen.

Possibly hit and damaged by Bl7s.

Damaged by 1,000-1b. bomd hit
from Saratoga dive bombers.

© ..= Damaged by %orpedb'hit from

Saratoga torpedo plane.
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1 CL - Damagéd by torpédo hit from

Saratoga torpedo plane,
. 1 CL ) ., = Damaged by Bl7. '
1 ca - Demaged by Guadalcanal Marine

end Havy alr group.

1 AP . - Damaged by Guadalcanal Marine
: ‘ ' and Navy air group. '

PLP“ES DVSTROYED

Approximately two carrier gronps plus twenty-’ive
seaplanes and 1andplanes, totaling ebout 100 planes were
destroyed. There is a possibility that much of another

carrler group was lost, while trying to reach its own -

" carrier after dark after failing to contact Task Force

Sixty-one.

ALHfICAN LOSSES'

Our losses consisted of damage to the Enterprise

by three bomb hits, plus some near misses, ‘and the

total loss of twenty planes from a11 causes, 1nc1uding

water landings., Sixteen of these were carrier planes

~of which only six were shot down with loss of crews.

This ends the story of the second battle of the
Solomon Islands Campaign. The intelligence tackground
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of the remaining battles of this important campaign
will be dealt with in succeeding volumas'or this
series. The next volume; ?olume-v, will describe the
Battle of Cape Esperancé comprising night suorface

‘actions on October 11-12, 1942.
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Ihe folomons Islands Campalgn

Chepter II -
Background of the Battle of the Eastern Solomons

Alr Yersus Surface Action
August 23-25, 1942

AUGUST 9, 1942

With the first battle of the Solomons czm-
palgn completed, it remained the task of United States
Naval Coxmunication In?elligence to furnish opera-
tiornal éata concerning the enemy forces within the
battle zone. Since United States cryptanalysts hzad
not succeeced in deciphering the enemy codes current
at that time, most of the intelligence had to be
furnished by traffic analysis. Consequently, there
were a great mzny gaps in the intelligence concerning
the enexny becsuse only the enemy's éendencies, rather - .
than intentions, coulé be ascertained. .

The staff of the Commander in Chief of the
Combined Fleet wzas issuing a greet many orders to

Japanese Comazncders in the South Pacific on August 9,
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AUGUST 9, 19/2 (Continued)

1942} The Commender in Chief of the Japanese Eighth
Fleet, who had formerly been at Rabzul, was at sea
aboard his flagship, the Chokai?

The possibility was seen that Cruicer Divi-
sion Seven, en route at this time from Meclay, would
Join Jzperese warships a2t Rabzul to form & very
powerful striking force. In azalition, there were
many signs that reinforcements of personnel and
equipnent were being shipped by the enemy to the
Rabaul-Solomons arez under convoyf Jepanese de-
stroyers escorting these convoys were assignecd to
combzt duty with the Eigh;h Fleet, once they had

reacned the South Pacific.

1 - Appendix II, 1. Chepter I and Appenéix I
dezl with the first battle of the Solomons
Campaign and is found in Yol. III of this
series. Appendéix II appezrs in this volume
(Vol. 1V), and contains all the Communication
Intelligence dispztches which outline the
background of the Battle of the Eastern Solo-
mons, the second battle of the campzign. All
references made hereafter in this volume vill
be given as follows: II, 2-3, which will re=-
fer to Messzges 2 znd 3 in Appendix II.

2 — II’ 2“4.
3 - II’ 5"'6'
4 = II, 7-10.
5 — II, llt
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AUGUST 10, 1942

The Comnander in Chief of the Combined Fleet
continued to send many dispstches to his Commznders
in the Rabaul &area, and further confirmation of the
Americzn opinion which placed the Commander in Chief
of the Eighth Fleet zboard the Chokal was received.
The large voluane of dispatches issued by the Japa-
nese ¥ourth and Eighth Fleets at tnis time un-
coubtedly contained many operationzl reports?

The Japznese Eleventh Air Fleet split its
coxmana at thls time so as to leave its administra-
tive offices at Tinian while its Commaznder in Chief
went to Rzbaunl. The Sixth Air Attack Force, which
hzd formerly operated in the North Pacific, was zlso
en route to that area? Further indications concern-
ing the reorganizaztion of Cruiser Division Seven
vere studied, for it appezred from traffic analysis
that this céivision was being ordered to move from
the Hetherlands East Indies area to the Solomons.
Finally, & deciphered dispatch proved the validity
of this hypothesis? Crulser Division Six made

arrangeaents for a fueling ren@ezvous in the Rabaul

6 - 1I, 12-16.
7 - II’ 17-26. :
8 - II, 27-31. 63
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LQGUST 10, 13.2 (Continued)
area. | i
L tentative outline of a Japznese task force
vas furnisned by American traffic anzlysts at this
time? Snore-basec aircraft in the Rabaul zrez were
being increzsed by the Jzpanese, who drew reinforce-
ments froe as far west as Tekao and as fsr north as
the Empire%o
Thie Comuancer in Chief of the Fighth Fleet ves
sencing urgent reguests for reinforcements,'and vari-
( ous zir groups were en route to the Solomons in re-
sponse to this &né¢ previous requests. The Miszwa Air
Group wezs at Rabsul, Air Bquadron Eleven was fliying
to tnat region, ané twenty-two boabers of the Kisa-
ratsu Force stopped et Tinlan on their way southwarcs.
Carrier plznes were also being shifted to that re-
gion%l There was much radio activity by Jaupanese
gircraft carriers, but there were no indications that
they were depertinz for the Solomons}2
Evidence in certsin dispatches led to the be-

lief that certain Japanese aircraft znd submerines

II’ 32_34. o

II’ 35- ¥ 5 &

11, 36-42. ‘

II, 44"45! 64
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AUGUST 10, 1942 (Continued)

13
had been fitted out with radar. It was thought

zlso that Destroyer Division Seven might be ordered
into the Rabzul area. Destroyer Division Four was
engaged in escorting tne Thirty-fourth Defense Force
to Truk, Destroyer Divisions Two and Fifteen were
associated with Cruiser Division Seven en route to
the South Pacific, and Destroyer Division Seventeen
was sailing to Truk%

An unidentified enemy warship, whose move-
ments hed long been observed, announceé its arrivel
at Rabaul on Auguét 9, 1942 ené & fleet tanker, giving
its position end speed, made an eppointment to ren-
dezvous with other enemy units on their wzy to Guadzl-
cane.l:.L5 Dispatches originztec by the Commancer in
Chief of the Eighth Fleet on August 7, were ceciphered
on August 9, 1942, They revealed some of the moves
mzcée by Japanese Special Landing Force trocps zné by
two marus whicn had set out to help repel the American
invaders at Guadalcznal. Rei§£orcements vere also

sent into the New Guinez are:z. Several marus en=-

gaged in their usual tasks of supﬁlying re}nforce-

13 - II, 50,
15 - II, 57-60. 65
16 - II, 58-59, 61.
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AUGUST 10, 1942 (Continued)

ments were noticed throughout the Rabaul-Trux area.
An zir tender and & tanker were azmong the ships ac-
companying the marus%7

The Japanese Radio Intelligence orgznizztion
demonstrated its great interest in American fleet
movements by sending an increzsing nuuber of reports
to both its northernland southern operational forces.
The Fifth Alr Attack Force and Subzarine Squadrons
Three enc¢ Seven in the south, ané Submarine Squadron
Tvo in the north were the principzl addéressees for
this racio intelligence}8

Orders from the Commznder in Chief of the
Combineé Fleet brought Jzpznese subumzrines into the
Solomons froa all neighbé;ing zrezs to help destroy
inerican task forces. Traffic enelysis indicated the
presence of many of these dangerous units in South
Pacific wzters, and warned that & Jzpenese subtender
had left the Marshall Islands to be based a2t Trux.
Though Japanese submarines were evidently in the
vicinity of Tulagi, Americzn subcarines were not

iéle, for one of the two merus which had carried re-

inforcements to Guadalcenal was torpedoed on this

17 - II, 62-69. 66
18 = II, 70~The
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AUGUST 10, 19.2 (Continued) o
day about fifteen miles away from éape Bte George%9
An important dispatech issued by Tokyo Commuhi-
cation Office went to all major commanders., This was.
suspected of referring to a future change in Japa-
nese code or cipherfo A 5apanese esplonage report
from New York, sent to Tokyo via Madrid, indicated
that rumors of impencing action by the United States
Navy hzd been prevalegt in Washington for some time
before August 7, l942f1 The Bulletin issued by the
United Stztes Comzanéer in Chief of the Pacific Fleet,
on August 10, 19.2 warned all major American con-
manders tnat heavy reinforcements of surface, sub-
marine, and air fleets vere being poured into the
Solonons by the J’apanesef2
AUGUST 11, 19242
The Commancer in Chief of the Combined Fleet
originsted a tremendous volume of radio dispatches
on this day from his flagship, the Yamoto, which was
still in the Empire area. The Commander in Chief of

the Coxbined Fleet was using a special cipher which

19 - II, 75-85.

20 -~ II’ ggo .

2] = T1, 87+ |

22 - II, 8s. 67
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AUGUST 11, 1942 (Continued) -

23
was held evidently by some subordinate commanders.

Attempts a2t radio deception by the Japanese
were uncovereC by American traffic analysts. This
attempt to disgulse the source of importznt opera-

tionzl messages demonstrated again that the Japanese
24

- sere aware of the importance of radio security.

Though there was no evicdence that the Eecond Fleet
was operating in the South Pacific at this tiae,
tnere vere many indications that the Commander in

Chief of the Beconc Fleet was organizing a task force

~ which might possibly operzte in that area. 4n in-

tensive study of important dispztches connected with
this Conmander in Chief was now begun so that an
estimate might be mede of the future movements of his:
organization. From thi; study 1t appeared certein
that the Second Fleet would be very closely connected
with operations in the Solomons?s

The Commenéer of the Sixth Base Force =zt Truk
was taking every precazution to ensure the ﬁroper de=-

fense of the Marshall and Gilbert Islands by his sub-

oréinate commsnders. The enexy was also on the zlert

23 - 11, 89-94.
2 - II, 95.
25 - 1I, 96-100. 68
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AUGUST 11, 19.2 (Continuec)
in the Netherlands East Indies, fo;'their sighting
reports announced that an Allied force of one light
crulser, seven destroyers and four subazrines had
been located fifty miles east of Ambon?6 The Fourth
Fleet seemed about to modify its communicztion plan,
and the Comaander of the FPifth Fleet was sencing a
seaplaene unit to Kiska, The Commznder in Chief of
the Third Fleet was in touch with the Harunz, and
since he was aboard the Ashigsra at Soerabaja, it was
thou§ht that the battleship Haruma might move south-
*;.-ard‘f.7

Cruiser Division 8ix was stationed in the

vicinity of Kavieng ané was assigned¢ the task of pro-
tecting enemy convoys from Truk to Rabaulf8 Cruiser
Division Eighteen was also active as a convoy escort
in this region, and, in addition, it was helping to
reinforce the Japznese defenders of Guadalcanal?9
Cruiser Difision Seven was still noticed in enemf
traffic, and again it was suggested that it wzs des-

tined to move to the east. Ineldentally, the First
Fleet flagship was associated with activi@ies in

. il

26 - II, 101-105.
27 - II, 106-109.
28 - II, 110-115. , ~ BS
29 - II, 116.
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AUGUST 11, 194z (Continued)

0
Halaya?
Destroyer Division Seven was assigrneé¢ to zct

s escort for the Kzsugz Mzru, anc though one of the

Civisions of Destroyer Squadron Two was operzting
¥ith Crulser Division Seven, the remaining units cf
this squadron were zlrezdy in the Rabaul arez or on

31
thelr way thereto.

Important operationel informetion disclosed
that an enemy organization force woulc depart froa
Rabzul on the morning of August 1%, 1942 anc theat the
First A}r Porce would provide zn zir escort for this
conVOy?‘ The Chief of Staff of the Eleventn Alr
Fleet, the Comrznder of the Fiftn Air Attack Force,
ané tne Coumander of a unit cf the Sixth Air Attack
Force were at Rabsul. The Comaznder of the Teinzn
tir Croup was at Salamaua, &anc the Commande§30f the
Misawa Air Group was in the Solomon Islénﬁs. Enexy
plznes were being ferried from the Empire znd the
Mzndates to Rabaule. Some of the planes involved be-

longea to the Kiszratsu &ir Group, Air Sgua2éron

Twenty-six, Air Squadron Twenty-twp, and units of the

20 - 11, 117-119. :
31 - II, 120-123. 10
32 - 11, 124
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: 34
Second, Fourth andé Sixth Air Attack PForces.

The Conmancer of the Twelfth Alr Fleét was
actively associatec¢ with the southern end south-
eastern arezs on August 11, 1942, &ncé certzin cis-
patches gave evidence that the Zuiho was & unit of
the nevwly orgenized Carrier Division One. Though
Japanese carfiers were silent and no bearings could
be obtained on their positions, it was thought that
Carrier Division Pive was receiving plane reinforce-
ments as a prelude to new o_perations?5

Eeverzl alrcrzaft tencers were prominent in
tnis geyt's traffic, and many other marus were engeaged
in the task of ferrying aircrzft into the - threztened
arez. The strength of Jzpznece offenses in the Solo-
mons and in their othner reéently accuired icsland
possessions cepended upon the suppllies they recelved
from the Empire and from the Mandates. Consequently,
the task of the marus wes a heavy one. On each day
of the Solomon Islands Campaign, United States Naval
Communication Inielligence end air reconnzissance

noticed & grezt number of marus maintaining the

34 - 11, 130-137. . it
35 - II, 138-141.
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eneay's supply 1ines?6

Anerican aircraft were active in the arez im-
wediately surrounding the first footholds won by the
Allies in the Solomonse. The Akikaze in the vicinity
of Bougainville and the station at Lae were bombed?7
Japanese Communication Intelligence experts reported
the results of their direcfion fincing =t Jaluitfg
enc several important enemy submarine scuzcrons were
noted in the Eighth Fleet area. A report of the
poeltion of some Allied transports occasioned orders
fros the Comuznder of Submarine Sqﬁaéroanhree for
an attaék by nis unitsf9 An extensive resume of
Japznese subzarine positions as of August 9 and 10,
19.2 was issuec at this timefo and a8 suamary of opera=
tionzl intelligence for August-11, 1942 was issued in
the Comuznder in Chief of the Pacific Fleet?s Bulle-

41
tin of this date.

LAUGUST 12, 1942

4 specizl type of code used by the Jazpznese

36 ~ II, 142-155.

37 - II, 156-157.

%8 - 1I, 158.

39 - II’ 159"166.

40 - 11, 167. 79
41 - II, 168-
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in the South Pzcific was believed to be employed only
vhen prgspective operations demanded the utmost se-
curityf‘ Its use at this time was a possible indi-
cation of importaznt movements. The Commender in
Chief of the Eighth Fleet was very active since his
was the ares being invaded by the Allied forces. It
vwas evident thzt the Eighth Fleet znd the Eleventh
Alr Fleet would operate together in the attenmpt to
repel the Aliled attackfs Some céoubt had arisen con-
cerning the suggestion that the Comzander in Chief of
the Japznese Secont Flect hac arrived at Rzbzul on
Lugust 12, 1942 to command the air forces stationed
there, and intensive study was made to cdetermine the
locztion of this important enemy orficialfé

Eneay personnel burezus were quite active
¥aiclhh indicated thzt reinforcements were being made.
There was an increzse in traffic in zll eneny arezs,
especizlly in the Rabzul regionf5 Varning vwas issued
thzt a Jzpanese Occupztion Force wes proceeding with
zir forces to an zres tentztively identified &s the

| 46 > o :
Bunz-Gonz region. .

42 - II, 168.

43 - II, 169-1T71. 73
44 - II, 172-173.

i5 - II, 17/-180.

46 - II, 181-182,
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Cruiser Division Eighteen was still operating

in the South Peacific to whicii arez Cruiser Division

" Seven enc Destroyer Sguadron Tnree vwere proceecing,

in orcder to» strengtnen Japanese forces in tnis
vicinityf7 Plans were being made to refuel Cruiser
Division Six, which was nezr Kaviengf8

The jxikaze wes petrolling in & spot which
permitted it to seré out wernings of the zpproach of
Allied zircraft. Since one of its many reports con-
tained the bezrings of a2 plene, it was thought pos-
sible thzt it was ecqulpped with rsdarfg Destroyer
Division ESeventeen wacs en route froz Szipan to Rabaul,
eand Decstroyer Scuacdron Two was glso stezming south-
varcs, as was & wilt of the Tnird Escort Force?o One
Japanese Gestroycr seemed to be engeged in bzttle
with Allied forces st 1930 on this dey.

Many aircraft reinforcements were being sent
into the Rabaul arez from the Empire. Freguent ‘

wezther reports indicated that many esircraft move-

47 - II, 183-188. -
48 - II, 189-192.
49 - II, 193-197.
51 -~ II, 200.
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ments were -in progress§2 The influx of transport

planes, heavy bombers and rigﬁters was stimulated
by constart requests from air commanders in the Ra-
baul area?3 Some of the planes were coming from the
Poilippines, and many were transported by aircraft |
encé seaplzne tendersf4

Traffic anslysis disclosed the location of
several Jepznese air comzanders and their unitsi5 The
loss of four Jepanese cerriers a2t Midway had stricken
Carrier Division Three from their organization list,
but 2t this time there were many indications that the
division had been reorgenized. Tne trzining of new
carrier groups was going on in the Sasebo area where
future tzctics were being rehearsed.” Importunt in-
formation supplementing communication intelligence
was obtzined from a captured Gocument, It shpweg the
organization of the Jzpanese Eleventh Air Fleet.

Nany marus were noted in the traffic of
August 12, 1942. Some of these ships were engaged in

trensporting azireraft supplies to the combat zones,

and others were earrying out fueliﬁg rendezvous with

53 - II, 203-205. 75
5, - 11, 206-208.
55 - I1, 209-217.
56 - II, 218-222,
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enemy warshipsf

Enexy subzarine strength was greatly lncreased
in the Solomons by this time, and submzrine tenders

| vere in the viecinity of Truk to tzke care of the

neecs of their units. BSubuerine contacts with the
Alliecd forces were noticed in radio traffic. Reports
from severzl units indicated that more enemy sub-
marines had been assigned to the Truk-Rabzul area?8
Subwmerine Squacrons Three and Seven were orderec to
petrol an arez adjacent to Bougzinville.

deznwhile, Allied submarines were carrying out
torpedo attacks against Japznese merchantmen. One
of the ships attached to the Jzpznese Eighth Ease
Force reported that it had been able to sink one of
the attackersfo The Bulletin of the Cozmander in
Chief of the Pacific Fleet for August 12, 1942 sum-
merized the information given azbove by emphasizing
that sir reinforcements were moving from Jepan to
Rabzul, anc that the enemy was receiving subazrine

61
reinforcementse.

57 - II, 223-236.
58 - II, 237-24ke
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It was believed that the Commander of the
eﬁemy's Eleventh Air Pleet would assume control of
the Southeastern Air Force?2 The presence of the
Comusnder in Chief of the Second Fleet at Rabaul had
been suspected because of certain traffic 1ndications;
B 16 s H Santial Vot Ty Bh B Wk Sie
The use of &z special eipher by the Nzvzl General
Staff in a dispatch to the Comaznder in Chief of the
Coabined Fleet attracted attention at this time be-
cause it evidently was employed to carry important
messages?4 Hovever, the Commznder of the First Land-
ing Porce of the Army was found to be at Palao?s

Cruiser .Division Seven eaccompanied by De-
stroyer Squadron Three continued its Journey east-
ward toward Rabaul via Balikpapanf6 Cruiser Division
Six, whose flagship was the Aobz, was near Rabaul,
anc the Staff Comaunication O0fficer of Cruiser Divi-
sion Eighteen was aboaré a ship of Destroyer Squadron

67
Four.

62 - 1I,
63 e II,
6, - 1I,
65 = II,
66 - II,
67 = II’
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Destroyer Division Twventy-nine was zlso asso-
clated with Cruiser Division Eighteen, while De-
stroyer Scuadron Three continued to be zssociated
with Cruiser Division SeVen?B A unit of Destroyer
Division Four entered the Kure zone; Destroyer Divi-
sion Seventeen, less one of its units, announced thzt
it woulé arrive a2t Rabaul on August 17, 1942. The
Yucaze was assigned to escort Guty Indicating that
some supply ships were destined for Rabaul?9

The Eighth Fleet and the Flrst and Second Air
Fleets were actively associated on this dazy, and it
wes Indiceted thzt the Fourth Alr Attack Group and
the Fourteenth Air Group were about to leave the
Marshall Islanés for Rabaul. The Sixth Air Attack .
Corps was also slated for action 1in this area?o

It was suggested that the ggéﬁg of Carrier
Division Two was being overhzuled at Sasébo?l Various
zir units were ordered by the Commander in Chief of
the Pirst Air Fleet to.reinforce several Jepanese
carrierszz Since these carriers were quite active in

radio traffic and many reinforcements were being sent

68 - II, 266-270.
69 - II, 271-277. 78
70 - II, 273-282.
72 - II, 288-291.
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to them at Kure, 1t was suggested fhat the Shokeku,
Zuikaky and Byuio wers belng prepared for cuty oﬁt—
side Explire waters. The comuzncers of the zir fleets
encd Cerrier Division Two ha¢ begun to scramble the
serizl nwabers of taneir messzges, indicating.that
plans were under way for operations which WOglc de=-
menu tie utmost communication security'.?3

Carrier Division Two was to sené fifteen ship=-
boeré bombers, fighters, and dive bombers to the
Marcus Islanés., Tais action ¥as undoubtedly caused

74
by c¢iversiorzry attzec«xs of the U.,Sf.S. Becicse. It was

thought thet Air Squadron Twenty-three, which had

seen much service for the Jzpznese in the Dutch East
75
Incies, was novw being shifted to the Solomon Islands.

Carrier plane groups at Kisaratsu were to be brought

to Rzbaul by an air tencder of the Eleventh Air Fleet,
Tne location of meny importent Jzpanese com-’

maznders in the South Pacific was establisied by traf=-

fle analysisz6and froa Japanese Army, as well as Naval

raélo traffic, some importent information %as ce-

73 = II, 292-296. R
7% - II, 297-299. e N
76 - II, 302-306a 75
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ri#ed?7 Mzny enemy dispatches referred to the air-
craft'reinforcements which were flying into the Truk-
Rabaul zrez. Two enexy scouting plenes went out from
Rabaul to obéerve operations in the Tulagi areazaand
the Tatsuta reportedé that three £llied plznes were
attacking 1t?9

Japznese Radio Intelligence intercepted the
report of an Allled scouting plane which had sighted
z Japznese convoy. It wes evicent thzt the Jepznese
were guarding Alliec radio signals very closely?o The
usuzl convoy movements along the eneay's suzply lines
vere noted on this dey, andé their positions were fur-
nisned to Awmericen operationzl zutnorities. An
urgent dispatcn from a maru in the Kure-Sasebo zarea
indiczted a possible sighting of Allied forces in
that region. This information wzs of grezTl opera=-
tional importznce because it could be speedily trins-
nitteda to Allied submarine forces for profitable
tzctical use. The sinking of many eneay supply ships

by Americen submarines will be an important factor in

the eventuzl wezkening of the Japanese zlong the

77 - 11, 307-308.
79 - 1I, 31é—315-
80 - II, 31 .
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periphery of their acquired insular possessions. In-
formztion concerning the position of Japanese convoys
has been of grezt assistance in the success of the
American subumerine campaign?l

The Yokosuka Third Specizl Landing Force was
to leave for Rabaul from Ambon at soue time after
kugust 12, 1942?2 Among the enemy units ﬁoving along
supsly routes beiween the Empire anéd the South Pacific
were 2 tender of the Eleventh Air Fleet, & submarine
tencer épproaching Truk, and another zir tender on
its wey to Rabaul. Severzl unidentified units were
zlso notec at sea?3

Submarine radlo traffic cdecreased in voluue
on this day; but it wzs noticed that the Commander pf
Submarine Squadron One was leaving the Eapire for the
southf Several reports incicated that Allied sub-
marines had been spotted in this area?sand on the
other hand; Japanese subuarines were noticed in the

86
Nev. Britzin-Solomon region.

- II’ 317"’332‘
82 - II, 333.
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The Comusancer in Chief of the Pacific Fleet's
Bulletin for August 12, 1942 statea thzt the Shoxaxu,
Havatake, lo, Zulho and Hitekz were all in southern
Japan?7

An interesting diplomatic dispztch from the
Japanese Ambassador in Chile to Toxyo described the

£8
efforts of Japanese agents to keep Chile neutrzl.

UGUST 14, 1942

g €; Enexy counznders in the Rabaul area vere gquite
‘ 89
active, and in turn, the Navy Generzl Staff was
90

issuing directives to these commznders, The Com-
mznder in Cnief of the Second Fleet was apparently en
route to the southern area, and it was thought that
he was planning operations in conjunction-with the
Comzznder in Chief pf the First Air Fleet?l

Crulser Division Seven anc Destroyer Squadron
Inree, formerly associated with the Pacific Force in

the Netherlands Bast Indies, were now operating under
2

the Commander in Chief of the Thircé Fleet. Several

8? -. II, 354.

8a - II' 355'
¢ 89 - 11, 356-357.

0 90 - II, 358.
92 - II, 360-362.
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unidentified enemy units were schedﬁled to arrive 2t
Guadalcanzl on August 15, 1942, azn occupztion force
from Rabzul was about to depert for Gigo Iéland,
south of Bougainville in the Solomons?Jané the Di-
rector-Inspector of Personrel was busy with personnel
assignoents for Japanese ships arriving in the Xelay
area?A '

An enexy warship, tentatively identified 2s a
battlecship, was thought to be lezving the Empire for
an zssignmert in northern waters?ﬁ Cruiser Division
Six was still at Kavieng, andé certzin indications led
to the belief tnat one ship of this organizztion had
been sunk?6 Destroyer Divisions Four and Seventeen
were active in the Rabaul areas, vhere Destroyer Divi-
cion Four was charged with the sgre arrival of the
Ikki Detachment, a specizlly trained organization
force?7 Destroyer Division Thirty was moving from
Sazsebo to Rabaul via Truk, and the pfkikaze left Rabzul

g8
for Buka Island. A division of Destroyer Scuzdron

93 - II, 363-364.
94 - II, 365-366.
95 - II, 367. -
90 - II’ 368-‘3690
97 - 11, 370-371.
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Four and Destroyer ESgquadrons Two and Fifteen were
associated with the Kagu Maru and Crulser Division
Seven?g

| Japanese carriers, 2ir groups and carrier
guard destroyers were more active on this day than at
any other tirze in the preceding two months%oo L mes-
sage from Carrier Division Two received on 4ugust 1z,
1942 anc deciphered more fully a2t thic time, indi-
cated that the enemy was planning to strike at an
Allied tasx force%Ol Incidentally, Carrier Division
Two was diviced, with one section operating in the

: 102
north and the other in southern waters, where units

of the Thirc Air Attack Force were being transferred%o3
Direction finder bezrings indicated thzt the Zuikaky
and the Shokesku were still in Empire waters%o4
Traffic'analysis incdicated that Air Scuadron
Txenty-three was active in the Koepzng arez; the Four=-
teenth Air Corps was situzted¢ at a base near Kwaja-
lein, with one detachment at Gasmata; the Commander

of the Fifth Air Attack Force was at Trux, the Com-

99 - I1I, 375-378.

100 - II, 379-

101 - II, 380.

102 - 11, 381. 84

103 - II, 382-383.
104 - II, 384-385.
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manders of the Pourth Alr Attack Force and the Four-
teenth Air Group were in the Marshall Islancs; the
Kisazratsu Air Group was at Ambon, the Comrander of
the Bihoro Air Group was at Kisaratsu, the Coamander
of the Takao.Air Group was at Xendari,rand the Com-
mander of the Eleventh Air Fleet was at Tinian%qs
The Commander of the Talnan Air Group was active, but
his location could not be i‘ixedl..o6

The Commander of Air Group - was in the
vieinity of Saipzn, while part of his oréanization
was en route froa Yokosuksz to Rabzul, via Kzvieng,
on the Air Tencer e Severzl marus were en-
gaged in transporting zircraft replacements from the
Eapire to the Bouthwest Pacific%o8 The importznce of
these plane replecements for any future success of
the Japznese could not be overesfimated, since con-
stent pressure was being éxerted on Jepanese aircraft
mznufacturers to accelerate the shipment of planes to
this threatened areal.-o9

Rabzul was becoming increasingly important as

the center of Japanese operations, and the assignment

106 - II, 397.

107 - II, 398-400. 85
108 - IT, 401-404. .

109 - 11, 40’-
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of a meteorological unit to that poft-in&icated that
aireraft would play an important role in future de-
fense%lo The Buna airport was receiving much atten-
tion froxz the enemy, and the rapid progress of its
construction pointed to the desire of the Japznese to
use it as quickly as possible. Enemy merchant ships
continued their usual activity, &nd the Tatsute en-
nouncec¢ the safe arrivel of a convoy vunich it nad
been escorting in the vicinity of Lae%ll The Com~
manaer in Chief of the Eighth Fleet orcered severzl
azrus to proceec to Rabaul, and traffie anelysls re-
vezlec that four other merus were zlready en route

112
there.

The Sata arrived at Truk and the fleet tanker
vwnich haa been engaged in rgfueling Cruiser Division
Six near Kavieng, was now sailing from Rabaul to
Saipan]..13 L submarine tender &lso arrived at Truk,
andé it was thouzht that Submnzrine Squadrons One and
Two woulc proceed to the south after necessary re-
pairs had been effected%l4 One Japanese submzrine,

patrolling the Solomons arez, sent a warning that it

110 - II, L06-407.
111 - II, 403-410.
112 - II, 411-415. . 86
113 - II, 416-417.
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had si:hted an Allied striking force in the vicinity
of Tulagi. Meznwhile, Allied submezrines were launch-
ing attacks agzinst Japznese merchant ships%l5 On

the other hand, close attention was paid to the osi-

tion of Jzpanese subzzrines, and many were tracked by

Girection fincders. It was evicent that eneay sub-

.marine activity wzs centralized in the Solomons area

116
at this tine,

4 report from a Japanese agent in New York
purportec t: give the opinion of the United States
Navy Department concerning the campzign in the Solo-
mor: Islancs. Accorcéing to the agent, the Nevy Depart-
ment in Washington believed that the naval and air
bzttles of the Solomon azné Aleutizn Islands were
doomec to fallure because observers &t the scene of
action hzd reported the inadequacy of the lancding
forces. However, it was thought by Washington author-
ities that continuous attempts to land throughout
Jzpanese-occupied territory woulcé estszblish a2 second
front in the Pacific. Considerable sacrifice would

be made in order to secure importznt positions occu-

/
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pied by the Japanese%l7The Bulletin of the Couamancer
in Chief of the Pacific Fleet issuec on tuis déy
stressed that eneay submarine units were moving into
the New Britain arez and were zlso present nezr Tula-
gi%18
UGUST 15, 1942
The Coumarnder in Chief of the Eighth Fleet,
vho was ashore at Rabaul, adéressed the Chief cf
Staff of the Second Fleet in his operational_reports:}l9
in uniderntified man-of-wzr was proceeding to serve in
the forces under the Eighth Pleet Comgand%zo
Thnere were many indications of future fleet
movements from various parts of the Ezpire to the
vicinity of Truk. The Chief of Stzff of the Thnird
Fleet supervised novements of eneiglships from the
Traffic analysis revezlec the locations of

important Japanese officizls as follows: the Per-
sornnel Officer of the Chichijima Base Force and the

117 = TI; 430.
118 w TI, 4F0s

120 - II, 434-436. |

121 ~ II, 437-438. 88
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Chief of Staff of the Oki Group were at Rabaul; the
Commander in Chief of the Fourth Fleet =zt Jaluit and
the Coaxzander of the Sasebo Fifth Specizl Landing
Force was near Buna. Arrangements were being made
for tae passage of convoys to l[akassar]..22

Various Japanese base forces were locested at
the foilowing pointss: The Fourth Base Force at Truk;
Fiftn Base Force at Saipan; Sixth a2t Jaluit and the
Eightn at Rabaul].'23 Yarning was now sent to United
States Navy operational authorities that an enemy
tasx force of the Second Fleet was on its way to the
Bisazrck-Solomons arez and WOEld arrive there approxi-
mately August 21 or 22, 1942%‘4 An enemy battleship
which haéd been silent since late in April 1942, once
again appeared In redio treffic. This ship vas ten-
tatively identified as belonging to Battléship Divi-
sion'Onefzs

Enemy redio trzffic volume on this day was
rather low in all areas, but an important develop-
ment occurred in Japanese communication security

measures, LA specisl five-number cipherISYStem used

185 ~ 15, L39-kiSs
124 - II, 1‘-45.
125 - 11, Lib.
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by the Japenese in the southern area during the pre-

ceding fev days was now employed for generzl purposes

- in &all arees.

_ made ét increasingly diffi-
12
cult to icentify enemy umits. In conjunction with

Jepenese efforts to hamper Americen Communication In-
telligence activities, the enemy increased his own
inte}cept and cirection finder coverczge by receiving
reguler regorts from racdio stztions at Amboine and
Soerabaja%gv

Crulser Division Six was still in the genersl
vicinity of Rabaul and Cruiser Division Seven, with
severzl destroyers at Hakassar%zs Evicence wes ob-
served that a crulser deperting froa Rzbaul for Japan
on August 15, 1942 had possibly suffered damage%29

Destroyer Division Thirty-four was escorting
ships cerrying planes from the Mzrshalls to Rezbaul,
while two units of Destroyer Division Sixteen es-

corted air tencéers en route from the Empire to Truk

e

126 - II, 44T-448.

127 - I1, 449 30
128 - II, 450-.52.
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vie Saipan%Boother destroyers en route to Rabaul were
Destroyer Divisions Three, Four and Sevenieen plus
one destroyer from Division Fifteen. Destroyer Divi-
cions Three and Seventeen haé formerly escorted air-
craft carriers, but at this time there was no indi-
cation of the presence of carriers in the South
Pacific, However, it was pointed out that the possi-
bility of Japaznese carriers moving into this ﬁrea in
ine neer future shoulc not be overlooked{-31
Destroyer Division Seventeen arrivec at Trux

on August 14, 1942 anc Destroyer Scuacron Three, re-
cently associated with Cruiser Division Seven, indi-
cated that it woulc srrive at Rabaul at 1600 on
August 16, 1942%3‘

| Despite tne possibility mentioned previously
thzt Jepznese carrlers might be ioving into the South
Pzcific with their destroyer escorts, it was noticed
that with the exception of single bearings which
placed the Shoksku, Hitzks and,ﬁgggglég Empire waters,

the remzining carriers viere inactive,

Carrier Division Two requested that shore

120 - 11, agé-Agg.

31 - I1, 257-459. :

132 - I, 460. 91
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facilities7for operations off Marcis Island be nmade
availablefJL The existence of the Saipan Air Force
vwes disclosed by a new rzdio callfjsand increesed
activity on the part of tenders anc¢ destroyers of the
First Air Fleet indicated that a nev movement was
about to tzke place%j6 The grezat nuaber of weather
reports, as well as routine dispatches emenating from
the Truk-Marshzlls-Rabaul arez suggested that Japa—n
nese eircraft movements into that region continuedfj7
Alr reinforceménts were being ferriec con-
stantly to the South Pacific from the Bmpire. 4
Jzpanese dispatch had mentioned the use of what was
thought to be paratroops, but speecy investigation
disclosed thet it referred to enexy grouné.troops%38
The use of eir power in providing escorts for
shipping wes noticed in the Koepang, Soerabajz &nd
Ambon arezs. Air Bguadron Twenty-three, bezsed in
Java, and Air Scuadron T:zenty-five, situated zt Ra-
baul, were employed in this activity%gg Hezvy ship-

ping in the Yokosukz znd Emgire waters was  also

131} - II’ 462. e i

135 = II, 463.

136 - II, 46i-466.

137 - II, 467-/68.

138 = II, 469-470. 92
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i 1.0
proviced with air coverzge.
Japanese zir groups were located in the fol-
lowing positions on August 15, 19.z:

Commander, Kisaratsu Air Group &t Marcus
Islznc;

Coumander, Miszvwz Air Group &t Gasmate;
Comnander, Tainan Air Group &t Laej
Comzander, Thirc Air Group at Ambon;j

Conuanuer and Staff Communication 0fficer,
Eleventh Air Fleet at Tinian;

(f ' Commzndéer, Air Squadron Tventy-two &t
' Kisaratsuj

Commancer, Kanoya Air Group &t Sabang;

Commznder, Air Squadron Twenty-three at
Koepang;

Cormznder, Tzkao Air Group at Kendari. (141)

Twvo detzchments of the Fourteenth Air Group
were £t Tulegl and Gasmztz respectively, though thé
Commencder of this organization was operating in the
Handates%Az Seven eir tenders of the Bleventh Air
Fleet were in the Kwaj)alein zonej one was near Jaluit,
znd five were in the Salpan-onosuxa area}43 De-

ciphcrment of Japeznese operational dispatches helped

o ( L

II, 473-474e

— II, 475-482¢
142 - II, 483-484e 33
143 - II, 485-488.
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AUGUST 15, 1942 (Continued) . Ea

to ldentify some enemy a2ir umits, anﬁ also confirmed
traffic analysis reports that many enemy aircraft
were belng shipped from the Empire into the South
Pacific.

The constant shu;t;ing of enemy supply ships
to and from the Ezmpire continued. Seversl marus were
en route to Truk; some were =zt Rabaul ancé a fevw were
Empire boundJ:45 On August 9, 1942z the Commander in
Chief of the Combined Fleet had ordereé¢ the Kags Mary,
of Cruiser Division Seven zné Destroyer Division Two
to rencezvous with the Eecond Fleet in the vicinity
of Truk on August 19 or 21, 1942, and then to pro-
ceed to Rabaul%46

The Commander of Submarine Sguadron One was ‘
en route from the Empire for duty in the Eighth Fleet
arez and the Commander of Submarine Squadron Three
was operating near Truk, together with two other
units. Three enemy submarine divisions were active
in the Indian 0cean%47 Submerine Division Twelve was

also notlced in the South Pzcific, znd it was be-

lieved that the Submarine would soon be assist-

i = TX, 489=i91.
145 - II, 492-501.
146 - II, 502-503. S4
147 - II, 50!6"507‘
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ing enemy operations in that area. - On the other
hznd, Allied submarines devoted themselves to the
usual tesk of crippling the Japanese supply lines,’
by attacking eneny merchantmen{.49

A Bulletin issued by the Coamznder in Chief
of the Pzcific Fleet for Aurust 15, 1942 gave high-
lights of the daylé conmunication 1nte111gence%50
Esplonzge reports from Japznese eggents in the United
States continued to flow to Tokyo via Mzdrid. Most
of this Intelligence, dezling with Allied@ convoys wsas

151
most useful to the Axis submarine cazmpaign.

AUGUET 16, 1942
Since both the Chief of the Japznese Neavzl
Generzl Staff znd the Comzznder in Chief of the Com-
bined Fleet were quite active on August 16, 1942, it
vis believed thut & reorganization.of Jzpznese naval
forces wzs being cozrxple*l:ef:l?:s2 The heavy traffic

emznating from the Tokyo Comrunication Section alse

indicated that changés were about to be made in the

1,8 - II, 508-509.

149 - II, 510-511.

150 =~ II, 512.

151 - II, 513-515.

152 - II, 516-517. g5
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152
Japanese communication system.

Enemy radio Intelligence tfaffic was very
light &t this time, but the Fifth Air Attack Force
and the Third and Eighth Fleets were acmef”’ The
Commander in Chief of the sécond Pleet was concen-
trating his forces in the Saipan area, and it was ex—
pected that this fleet would shortly move southﬁard
to Truk%ss The discovery that the Comwmander in Chief

of the Fourth Fleet was receiving traffic viza Jaluit

-caused the issuance of a specizl warning to United

States Navzl operational authorities, since associa-
tions between tﬁe Fourth and Second Fleets were pos=-
sible indications of future joint operation5156
Decipheredlenemy dispatches disclosed that the
Comuznder of the Del Force was to operate under the
jurisdiction of the Commander in Chief.of_thg Eighth
Fleet in the Outer South Seas, where the prineipal -
Japanese objective was the recap%ure gné defense of
Guadaleanal and Tulagi%57 Japznecse forces on Guacdal-
canal Island were in constant comaunicaticn witﬁ

158
units of the Fourth Fleet. *

15 - II, 521-522.

155 = II, 523-525.

156 - II, 526-528. S6
157 - II, 529-530. )

158 - II, 531-532.
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Cruiser Division 8ix was aétively engaged in
: 159
escort duty in the Kavieng-Rabaul arez, an¢ though

A

éruiser Division Seven was thought to be en route to
join the Second Fleet near Truk, it was also possible
that it planned to rendezvous with éruiser Division
Eignt end the First Air Fleet near Saipan%eo

Destroyer Squadron Tvio announced its arrival
at Trux from Yoxosukz, and an analysis of the dis-
patches of its coumznder led to the supposition that
the Atago was the flagship of the Second ?leet::61
Other forces were presumed to be with the Commander
in Chief of the Second Fleet, but there were no clues
to their icdentity. Destroyer Squadron Three, formerly
associzted with Cruiser Division Seven, reported its
arrival at Trukfsz

The enemy was evidently reinforcing its de~
stroyer strength in the Solomons, since in the Truk-
Rabaul arez were noticed the followings The Commander
of Destroyer Scquadron Four and the Commaﬁder of one

of his subordinzte cestroyer déivisions; Destroyer

Division Thirty; two units of Destfoyer Squadron

>

160 - II, 535-539. .
161 - II, 540-542. 97
162 - II, SM-
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Three; the Commander of Destroyer Division Four;
Destroyer Division Seventeen anc one uniti eacy of
Destroyer Divisions Sixteen &né Ttenty-nine%éj

" The Japanese were sending plezne reinforcemnents

into the Solomons to repel any further Awericzn ad-—
vences. Pianes Irom the Takazo Group, the Yokohama
4ir Group ané the Pourteenth Air Group viere moved

into this area. The Fourteenth Air Group hz¢ formerly

been based in the ¥arshalls &nc 1its appearznce in the

éﬂ foloumons cenotec the uréency of the situation rro:
164
the Jzpznecse viewpoint. It wes noticed thet the

Conmancer of the Kiszraztsu Air Group ves zt Marcus
Islznc¢ on August 15, 1942 &nd a czrrier pleane gréup,
hzd stoppeé at Kiserztsu on its way to the

South Pacific%és

Since Destroyer Divisions Three znd Seventeen
of Destroyer Scuzdron Ten were en route from Truk and
vere destined to arrive at Rabaul on fugust ié, 1942,
ané since the First Air Fleet and e1l Jezpcnese car-

riers were observing rccélo silence, there wezs & pos-

sibility that the movements of these destroyers re-

16, - 11, 554-557.
165 - 1I, 555-563. 38

. é 163 - II, 5.5-553.
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flected the moveaments of the carriéréf.thﬁugh it was
stated that the Japanzge carriers were not associated
with the Rabsul area% However, 2ll Jazpanese car-
riers appecred to be in home waters at this tize,
The Ryuljo was not included in the collective czll for
Carrier Division Two, which was considered as a pos-
sible indication thet this ship was being refitted in
a navy yard%67 Nevertheless, it vas believed that an
important carrier movement was taking plzce or aboﬁt
to téke place in the Yokosuka area%68

Trz=ffic associations.disclosed the movement
of severzl zir tenders in the direction of Truk. A4ll
of thié activity confirned aircraft reports thst the .
Japanese were sending heavy plane réinforcements, air-
craft personnel and supplies into this azea to zid
in the repulsion of the Allled invaéers%'g Reference
to & previously deciphereé enemy dispatch relating to
the movement of ¥paratroops® was made a2gain at this
time, but it was decidgd thzat mention of an i%gfborne
division did not necesszrily mean paratroops.

Japznese merchant ships provided ususl supply

166 - II, 56.-567.

167 - II, 568-569. '

168 - 1I, 570. 99
169 - 1I, 571-578.

170 - 1I, 579.
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lines betveen the South Pzcific and various northern
bases. The Kinezi Maru was carrying the Fifth Specizl
Laniing Force to Rabaul for zction againct the Allies,
&nG & nuwaber of other ships were en route from Saipan
to Truk. Several were in the Rabaul &rez, inclucing
an ir tencer and auxiliary, while severzl were re-
turning from the South Pacific to ho:e waters%71

Anerican submarines were criprling the enexy
supply lines by their aggressive attacks. The Gosnu
Haru reportedé on this dzy thot it hzd been zttacked
by an 4llied subazrine, and contzct reports from a
maru attached to the Sixth Base Force gave furtner
incicetions of Allied activity%72

It was expected thet Jzpezneze sub:nz—.rine ac=-
tivity woulc increase-wifhin the near future since
a¢Gitionel submerines were reinforeing Japanese opera-
tional strength in this ares. Allied Girection fincer
reports also confirmed this prediction].ﬂ3

Several unicentified originato:s vere en route

to Trukx end, though no positive informaztion wes

available concerning these units, the direction of

171 - 11, 580-595.
173 - 11, 599-601.
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, _ 174
their movements indicated the general trend. An

enemy unit, possibly a reconﬁaissance plane, an-
nounceé that ®four enemy entered port at 1600, This .
messaée was thought to refer to Allied ships at Tulagi
since the information was sent to the Eighth Fleet,
¥hich was responsible for this area}75

The Suwmary issued by the Intelligence Officer

of the United States Pacific Fleet on August 16, 19.2
stateéd that reinforcements were being shipped by the
Japenese to the Rabaul arez, and thzt the carriers

itzske, Hayataks end Zuiho were thought to be operat-—
ing neazr Marcus Isleancd. It further stated that the
location of the Shokesku, Zuikaku and Ryujo was not
knovn exactly, but was thought to be in southern
Japan, with the possibility that part or all had ce=-
parted from that arez for the south. Crulser Division
Seven was en route from the Netherlands East Indies

to Truk, where it might rendezvous with the First or
Second Air Fleet or possibly with both. The date of
enticipated rendezvous was around August 20 or 21,

176 o Y
1942. 3

174 - II, 602-607.
175 - II, 608-609. |
176 - 1I, 610. 101
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The Commander in Chief of the Pacific Fleet!s
Bulletin on August 16, 1942 stated that "Hitaka,
lizyetaks and Zuiho opsrating in vicinity Marcus

177
Island. Other carriers thought still in Japan®.

AUCUST 17, 1942

Heavy Jananese radio traffic mzde it evident
that the enemy was making every effort to reinforce
their Southeastern Pacific units and to regain thelr
lost bases. }unda 7was reoccuplied by the Japanese st
this time%vs

A wmajor change in Jzpanese call signs was im-
cinent judging from the numerous dispatches emanating
from the Nzval Communication Office 2t Tokyo. This

" change went iptc effect at midnight August 17, 1942%79
¥any enemy planes ﬁere operating in the Gilbert
Islands but .the use of secret tactical calls pade
identification impossible%so

The Eighth Fleet area continued to be the most
active as the Commander in Chief of the Second Fleet

avproached Truk. It was believed that the Atago was

the flagship o this fleet, and slated to operate in

177 - 1I, 611. 102
178 - II, 612-615.

179 - II, 616-617.

180 - II, 618.
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the Rabaul area. The First Air rleef was also in-
terested in this region%Sl Despite the flurry of
activity in the South Pacific, the Commander in Chief
of the Coubined Fleet still remained in home waters].-82

Crulser Division Seven was .still en route from
the Netherlands East Indies to Truk where it wzs ex-
pected to rendezvous with other cruisers forming a
task force:.L83 Destroyer Division Twenty-nine, which
hz¢ been operating crouné New Britain and had been
assoclated with Cruiser Divisions Six and Eighteen,
was now observed near Saipan]..B4 Destroyer Squadron
Two anc two civisions of Destroyer Squadroﬁ Ten were
operating out of Rabaul. Units of Destroyer Squadren
Three were at both Ambon and Truk, and ten destroyers
vwere escorting the Ikki Ikki Detachment into the
Solomons%as

Japznese Racdio Intelligence units maintzined
constant watch on Allieé sircreft radio channels for
& deciphered enemy dispatch revezled thzt information

186
hzd been obtained by the Japanese from our planes.

——

181 - II, 619-625.
182 - II, 626. M
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A request for additional air‘snpport in the
dandates area was issued by the Commander in Chief
of the Fourth Fleetl.-s7 Trzffic to the First Air
Fleet continued to be delivered by Tokyo which indi-
‘cated that this organization wzs still in that general
a.reejg-8 Japanese carriers had been silent for csome
time, but & dispatch from Carrier Division Two in-
dicated that three carrlers were either at Yoxosuita
or zt sea:.L89 A detachment of the Yoxosuka Flying
Boat Squadron wzs near Gasmata,‘and a fighter plane
group at Kisaratsu was expected to be moved to Truk
on auxilieries of the First Lir Fleet or on carriersf90
L deciphered enemy dispatch announced that the Buna
eirport woulé be ready on August 16, 1942, after &
ﬁeek of strenuous endeavor to put it into operation%gl

The Mikkzi Maru announced its arrival at Ra-
baul and the Commander of the Japanese Subnarine
Force was still at Yokosuka from which a ¢ivision and

Bubzarine Squadron Eight were to move southward to

192

Trux. Hany Japanese submurines were located by
187 - II, 639.
139 - II, 642-643. . ok
190 - II, 644~647. 104
191 = II, 648.
192 - II’ 6179"65l|



S

ORIGIKLL
} * 1 Decexber 19..

AUGUST 17, 1942 (Continued)

traffic analysis &t this time. One sﬁhnarine was at
Kure, two were trunsmitting in the Rabzul arez, znd
several were near Jaluit].-93 The Commancer of Sub-
mzrine Scuadron One was en route to the South Pacific -
to relieve the Commander of Subzarine Scguadron Three
&s Coanander in Chief of the Japanese Southeastern
Suopmearine Force].'94 Two enemy submzrines were sched-
uled to ecruise in the vieinity of -Cazpe Nojimz on this
cay, while another message disclosed thet an Allied
submzrine nacd attacked an unkmnown originator on the
previous dayfgs

The Fleet Intelligence Summary of August 17,
13/2 issued froaz the flagship of the Commender in
Chief of the Pacific Fleet stated that the Hivo,
Hevetake end Zuiho were remzining in Empire waters,
but that ®the Zuikslkwm and Shoxsku, plus the Rvulo,
although still appazrently present in Empire waters
will definitely go south if not zlready under way in
that direction'}96 The Comzander in Chief of the
Pacific Fleett's Bulletin for August 17, 1942 warned

that air reinforcements were being sent to Truk and

193 - II, 652-654.
192 - II, 655.
195 - II, 656-657. 105
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. 197
Rzbaul.

dakin Islanc wes raided in 2z surprise eattzck

-on Au:ust 17-13, 1942 by 2 raider bzttzlion of the

———— e
—

Unitecd States Mzrines operating from the Argonzut and
the Nautilus, subzmarines of the United Stztes Nevy.
Uncertazen pertly to destroy enexay forces on the
islenc, ané partly to gain inform:ztion, its primzry

ourps

g 2
o
tn
m
e

7es to divert the forces of ine Japenese from

f

en attock orn Guaczlcarazl plannec for lzte August.
Tne raié succeeded in wrecking Japsnese plznes, ships
enéd supilies zrné zceunieved a hoped=for diversion of
enemy shipe anc &irereft. The effects of this raid
were reve:zled in enemy radio treffic, since severzl
contact reports fromMekin Islanc¢ were given wice ¢ls-
tribution to all important coarunders in the Pecific.
Tne Coxzzander of the Eleventh Air Fleet zt Rabaui,
ené the Comsznder of the Fourth Air Attzck Group were
put on the zlert, and enemy patrol planes becase very
zctive in the Marshall Islands after the first wern-

_ A98,
ings had been issuec.

Despite the activity of our forces a2t Makin

196 - 11 259'66
: 106
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Islend and though Japznese submarines and aircraft
were xmnosn to have been engaged, no indication was

199
recelvec at this time of any enemy losses.

AUCUST 18, 1

Jzpanese call signs were changec =t midnight
Auvgust 18, 1942 anc it was also anticlpatec thzt
thelr codes would be changed in the very nezr future?og

Increased Japaznese communication security pre-
czautions delayed proapt identification of the many
organiiations noted in this day's heavy operational
rzdio traffic, which was centerec¢ around Guadalcanal.
Mzny old aispatches were circulatéd znew at this
_timefcl

Traffic gnalysis indicated that the Coumander
in Calef of the Becond Fleet, who was at Truk and
the Pirst Air Fleet were closely associatec‘fo2 The
Coxbined Fleet Staff was in Japan, and the Staff Com-
munication Oofficer 9r Air Scuadron Twenty-iwo wzs
stationed at TinianfOB' Cruiser Division Eighteen,

for which Destroyer Division Eight of Destroyer

w

201 = II, 670-674.
202 - II, 675-676. 107



ol

.

ORIGI:AL
T December 1944

AUGUSET 18, 194z (Continued)

Squadron Four acted &s a radlo agent, still supported
the Sasebo Fifth Special Leniing Force in the Eune
ares., Cruiser Division Seven ancé Destroyer Sguacdron _
Thiree ha¢ finelly separzted on their journey from the
Ezst Indies to the South PacirichL

Details of the enemyts plens for ective cde-
fense of Guacdslcznzal were revezlet by cecipheruent of
some important operationzl dispztches. The existence
of zn enemy Jzpenese ®EW Operztionzl Force was zlso
revezled, bul very little inforumation wes available

<205
concerning it.

AUGUET 1 19.2

Althouzh tne change in eneay call signs on
Auzust 18, 1942 mece the ildentific=tion of Japanece .
units éifficult, the Second Fleet sné the First Air
Fleet were still near Truk, with a striking force,
possibly including zircraft carriers, schedu%eé to
rencezvous in the viecinity about tnis time?o To

Gezl with the £llied attzcks on M:kin Islznd, 211

eneny forces in thet general arez, including the

20, - 11, 68z-683.
202 - II, giz-ggo.
206 -« 11 =T4L2.
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<07

Makin Rellef Force, the Sixth Base Porce, Nineteenth
208 :

Air Group anc even the Kago Operations Force, &

209
possible task group under the Second Fleet Command,

were brou:ht into action. At the sazme time, increased
Japznese army activities suggestec the routing of re-

inforcements to the Solomons ard Rabaul from the

210 .
Ehilippines en¢ the Netherlands East Incies. The

Comnznder of the Axztsuxl Detachment wes observed at
211
Pazlzo.

Cruiser Division Seven arrived at Truk for .
operztions zgainst new Allled forces in the Solomons,

enc¢ the Commancer of Destroyer Squadron Two and &
civision of Destroyer Squadron Three were 21so lo-

ceted in this vicinity. While an unikmown destroyer
2132
Givision operated from Tulagi, Destroyer Division

Twenty-seven ané Destroyer Sguadron Four were asso-

, ) 214

ciated vith the Marshall Islends; a it of Des{;oyer
2

Division Thirty was at Baipan en route to Rabaul,

207 - IX, TA3-T46.

209 - II, 7490

216 - II, 751-753.

213 - II, 759-765.

21 - II, 766-769. 109
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and & ship frox Dzstroyer Division Bight wss escort-
21
ing the Chitose.

Throughout the New Guinea-Solomons area, Japa-_

nese plenes made frequent contzct reports, relayed by
217
the Fourth Flect Command, and the carriers Hitaka

and,Zgggg gave indications of & possible movement
sout‘nfl6 Enemy air activity wzs not confined to the
Southwest Pacific, for most of the Jzpanese carriers
seeunec to pe in the Empire?l9 A fighter squzscéron was
( at Chichijimas, the Ioujime Base in the Bonins was
prominent in racdioc trafficf‘othe Kisaretsu Air Group
wes at Mercus Islind, and Alr fcuacéron Twenty-six ﬁas
in the Empire?zl Despite the activity in the Empire,
& long operationzl dGispatch between Eighth Fleet ares
commands, though unreadablez suggested future opera-
tions in the South P&Lcif‘icfuﬁ2
Unicentified Jzpanese units continuec to be
routed throughout the Empire and Southern Pzcifie,

anc one tanker believed to have been sunk in July

216 = IT, 77le
218 - II’ 77/7"775.
S 219 - II, 776.
. { 220 - II, 777-T718.
v 221 - II, 779-780.
222 = II, 781 110

- B



AUGUST 13, 1942 (Continued)

ORICINAL
1 December 1944

223
1942 was agein supplying eneay forces. Contact re-

ports disclosed meny offencive a2ir zctions by the.
224
tllies, and the presence of Japanese submnzrine re-
225
inforcements was noted in the Truk arez.

In the Bulletin of the Commander in Chief of
the Pacific Fleet for August 19, 1942 the possibility
of enemy carriers moving southwarc from the Eapire

226
vzS slressed.

AUGUST 20, 1942

Intensified communication security preczutions
on the part of the Japsnese continued to Gelzy the
readlng of enexy messzges., Nevertheless, it was ob-
served tnzt the hneavy rzcéio traffic wes mainly ad-
ministrat1VE, concerning the supplying of ships and
submzrines, while the absence of Jaﬁanese racio in-
telligence truffic suggested the eneay's fzilure to
anticipzte Allled invasion movementsf27 From the

regions sround Guadalecanal and Makin Islend, however,

Japanese operational dispatches still emanated.

223 - 11, 732-739.

2z, - 1I, 790-792.

225 = II, 792-79%.

226 - 1I, 795.

227 - 1I, 796-798. 111
228 - 1I, 799-303.
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Both the Commander in Chief and Chief of Staff
of the Fighth Fleet, at sea near Razbaul, and the Com-

mender in Chief of tne Second Fleet at Truk zappeared
229
to be involved in southern offensives, Neither

battleships nor earriers were observed in the South
230
Pzeitic at this time, but the flzgships of Crulser

Division Five, located at Truk, and of Cruiser Divi-
<31

" sion Eighteen appeareé in traffic. Close attention

vas also pela to enemy destroyers since thelr zctivity
zi:nt have reflected the movement of capitzl ships.
The Coamunicetlon Ofiicer and one unit of Destrover
Scuzcron Three, with enother-ship were at Pzleao; &
ship of Destroyer Scuacron Tvo ana the flzgship of
Destroyer Squadron Four vere zt Truk?B2

Eneny destroyers, whether attzched to a2 base
force like Destroger Division Tventy-seven or escort-
ing other shipsf?Jseemed to be concentrzted in the
Outer South Seas ares. The Akliksze ana Destroyer
Division Seventeen were at Rabaul, an unicentified

234
destroyer moved southwsrd from the Eapire, and

229 - II, 80,-207.

230 - II, 80S.

251 - II, 809-810.

22z - II, 811-813.

233 - 1I, 816-817. 112
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Cruiser pivision Seven, with Destroyer Eguadrons
Three and FPifteen and Destroyer Division Two were
ordered into actiion with the Outer South Beas Force335
Urcent traffic broadéast by enemy destroyers in the
Solomons inaicated an engeagement with Allied forcesf36
Heanwhile, in the Empire, the tactical exer-
cises of tne carriers Ehokaku; Hitaka, Havetzks and
Zuiho were believed to be covering an actuzl movement

southwarcs. Thils supposition wes strengtnenec by the

routing of messzges to the Coumander of Carrier Divi-

237 -

sion Tvo to Truk, where the Commander of jir Sguad=-
238

ron Eleven was 2lso observed, Plzne reinforcenents

and the Coamznder of the Third Air Attack Force noved
to the Kisaratsu Air Stztion, and enemy f%ights be-
tween the Marshzlls and Rabaul increa.«sed?d9 Through=
out the Solomons, seaplzne end carrier plane forces
were promninent, while a2t Kenderi in the Netherlands
East Indies, officers of the Takao Air Group and the

240
Trenty-thiré Air Squadron appeared.

235 - II, 821-822,
237 - II, 824-826,
238 - II, 827.
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The usual Japanese contact reports, including
& warning concerning the presence of an Allied sub-
241
merine, were noted. Enemy messages, only recently

deciphered though sent in July and ezrly August 1342

snowed the reinforcement of enemy positions in the

Solomons by the Yokosuka, the Fifth Special Landing
anc Eighty-fgurth Guard Forces, as well as by many
supply shipsf42 The great amount of supplies passing
betreen the Empire and Bouth Pacific, via faipen,
denoteg trie eneny!s need for reinforcements in this
areafAJ Expected to play a mzjor role in cutting off
Allied lznéings, the Comaznder of Jzpanese Submerine
Forces was en route to Jalult as was a alvision of
Submzrine Squadron One, Submarine Scuacdron Three,
liowever, was departing for the Empire:.a44

The Summzry of the Fleet Intelligence Officer
of the United States Pacific Fleet, and the Traffic
Intelligence Suncary of the Fourteenth Naval District,
in zn estimate of the disposition of the Japanese
Fleet, reported that no confirmztion of &ny ecarrier

moveaents southward had been received, nor could

241 - II, 838-840.
i I i
- II, 86.-868. 114
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AUGUST 20, 1942 (Continued)
bearings on Carrier Division Two 'l.':e:'ohta:l.nedfz'5 The
daily Bulletin of the Commander in Chier of the
Paclific F}eet, stated "no change in-estimated carrier _
position"f46
AUGUET 21, 1942
Aside from & plain langusge enemy dispastch
giving an eccount of the Jzpanese victory in the
first battle of thne Solomonsf47and easily Getected
attempts by the Japanese at rzdio deceptioanSthe
aomount of accurate inteliigence gleaned from eneny
messages decreased on this day. The Japanese were
constantly rectifying their communication misteakes,
and this resulted in greater security?49 However,
one enemy call sign was definitely established as a
designztor for the Southern Forcefso
As already noted on previous days, the Eighth
Fleet Comxzander and Staff, sboard the Chokal, were at

sea near Rabaul, pfobably in connection with & task

2.5 - II, 870-873.

2.6 - 11, 880.

247 - 11, &8l. -
2,8 - 11, 882. i
2.9 - II, 883-88.. =
250 - II, 885.

i\
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force being formed in Palao to act under the Eighth

251
Fleet. Urgent dispatches from Guadalecenal also
252
indicated forthcoming operations. The fueling of

Second Fleet units in the T?uk-Rabaul arez with the
Comiazncer in Chief of the Second FPleet, zboazrd the
cruiser, Atago, the &pparent presence of Cruiser
Divicsions Five and Seven, and Destroyer Sguzdrons
Twio &znd Four were observed in the Southvest PacificfsB
Noticed in radio trazffic since August 8, 19:2 the
title ®Kago Operation Force®™ was now believec to re-
fer Eo all Jzpznese forces operzting taroughzut this
arez;fs4

The composition of two major ereay task forces

thzt included the bzttleships, Kon:o and Hzrunz, were

Ciscerned from dispatches of August 11, 19.2 tut no

25!

indicztion of thelr present whereabouts was ugcovered.
25
At Truk, the Pourth Fleet Flagship, Kashimz, &s well

as the Chikuma &nd other units of Cruiser Division
257
Eight were located. Eneny men-of-wzr were asso-

251 - II, 886-890,
252 - 11, 891-893,
253 - II, 89.-896.
25, - II, 897-898.
255 - II, 899-900.
256 - 11, 901-902. 116
257 - 1I, 903-905.
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- 258
clated with Krajalein and Rabaul, while the Sasebo

Fifth Special Landing Force, Cruiser Division 8ix and
the Kure Fifth Landing Force were at Bunz, Gizo and
Guzdalcznal, respectiwirely?s9 Particular attention
was paid to the concentration of the Commander of
Destroyer Squadron Two, units of Destroyer Divisions
Eight and FPifteen and Destroyer 8quadron Three near
Rabaul as well as to the operations of destroyers at
Guzdzlcanal, and to those scéttered throughout the
Pacific?éo To keep these and other enemy units sup-
plied, plane transports, tankers,'hospital ships,
auxiliaries, 2nd marus constantly moved along the
Truk-Rabaul-Saipan-Enpire route. One uniéentified
unit was located at Balikpapan in the Netherlands
East Indiesfbl Allied submarines were warned that
sxmall tyée marus were.used off the northern coast of
Japan for anti-submarine patrol?62

Further attempts to'locate Japanese carrlers

" 263 : .
again resulted in indefinite reports, though a move-

258 - II, 906-907. :

259 - 1T, 908-91l. - « &

260 - 1T, 912-921. I
261 o II, 922-9340 ' _._" Jy *
262 - II, 935. o,
263 - I1) 937-942.
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AUCUST 21, 1942 (Continued)

ment southward under destroyer escort was deemed prob-
able?64 The usual aircraft movements noted throughout
the Souih Pacific on previous days continued. One |
seaplane wnit left Kiskafésand the Pifth Alr Attack
Force, active in the Solomons on Augﬁst 125 19.2 was
oﬁserveﬁ preparing for future operationsf The
Sixth Air Attack Force wasbconcerned with plane
transfers from the Empire? ’ the Eleventh Air Pleet

268
and Scuadron Commands were prominent, and further

269
air activity was observed at Gizo and Kavieng.
Japanese reconnalssance planes were also on the

270
alert.

To eripple Allied supply liﬁés by aggressive
attacks, Submariné Squadfon One moved to Rabaul, re-
placing sﬁbharine Squadfon Three in the Solomons,
whilé the Comrander Submarine Force directed activi-
ties from Jaluitf7l Information concerning American

convoys in thelir patrél areas were forwarded through

diplomatic channels, as similar intelligence was

264 - II, 943-946.

265 - II, 9.7, .-

266 - II, 948"949- .

267 s II’ 950. x

268 - II, 951-952. _ .
269 - II, 953-954. —

270 - II, 955. : 118
271 - II, 956-960. - |
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- 272
supplied to the Germans in the Atlantiec.

The Summary 1ssved by the Fleet Intelligenco
Officer of the United States Pacific FPleet added to
the above information. Reports of increzsing ac-
tivity around Palzo led to the suggestion that an
Allied submarine be stationed there to render intel-
ligence on enexy movements?73 The uvultimate destina-
tion of the striking forée composed of the carriers
ghokaku, Zulksku, and Ruyo, along with Cruiser Divi-
sion Eight, one unit of Cruiser Division Four plus
the Kirishims and Hiel was still unknown, though it
was stated that there were no indications of the
Jzpanese carriers having. departed from Empire watersf?4
The Bulletin of the Commander in Chief of the Pacific
Fleet for August 21, 1942 reemphasized conclusions

275
drawn from the traffiec analysis already mentioned.

AUGUST 22, 1912 ' o

Hany eneny messageé of preceding days were re-
transmitted on August 22, 1942 and the increase in

ﬁapaneée operztional dispatches from Guadalcanal on

272 - II, 962-964e
moEE

- II 9 .
275 - 11, 966. : 118
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August 21, 1942 12dicated American'bffeﬁsive thrusts
in the Solomons. - It was also noted that Rabaul

broke radio silence to transmit to warships in thc
Outer South Seas Forcef77and ‘the battleship, Yama to,
probably serving as the flagship of the COmbined .
Fleet, was mentioned 1n a dispatchf78 |

Further evidence of an enemy task Iorce

gathering for operations under the Commander in Chief

of the Second Fleet was drawn from the presence of .

the Chilkuma, the Atago and Maya of Cruiser Division
279 '

Four at Truk. Uniggntiried men-of-war were also
- 0
reported near Rabaul. Escorted by two destroyers,

Cruiser Division Seven approached Truk; the light

crulser, Kashima, was en route to the South.Paciric,_
and Cruiser Division ﬁigﬁtean continﬁed associations
with the Fifth Special Landing Force in the Buna-Laer
regionfSL The vhereabouts of the Kako in Cruiser .
Division Six, reported either damaged or sunk in the

282
Solomons campaign, cguld not be deterained.

276 - II, 967-972. Ch e

277 - 11, 973. of @t 5 L

278 = II, 9The | T

279 - II, 975-978. Tl

280 o II, 979- ) . :-..' . ] . ;
281 - II, 984-986. ' : '
282 - II, 980-983. 120
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Utilizing information gathared by lookout
posts throughout the Solomons, enemy destroyers
scouted for Allied striking forces, aided Japanese'

. : 283 -
landing operations and Joined in offensive actions.

Destroyer Division Thirty, part of Destroyer Squad-

ron Three and other units centered acti§ities around

Truk and Rabaul, while the Marshall Islands and ad-—

" jacent vicinities were the opefating areas of De-

stroyer Divislon Twenty-seven and Minesweeper Divi-
sion Sixty-fivefs4

Enemy carrler locations, the cause of con-
siderable research by American traffic analysts on

preceding days, were still of primary concern on

' August 22, 1942. It was now concluded that the pre-

viously mentioned carrier exercises in tg; Empire
2

‘were not Japanese attempts at deception. = However,

mounting evidence that the COmménder of the First Alr
Fleet was to rendezvous with the QOmmahder in Chié;
of the Second Fleet at Truk for southern Operétions-
also pointed to the pdésibility of a movement by the
Commander of Carrier Division Trofég,,ﬁ'

. Aduitional aircraft supplies were torwarded :

283 - IT, 987-991. - - : 121
‘285 = II, 999-1002.
286 - II, 1003-1009.
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' ’ : _ 287 .
to Kavieng for the Kisaratsu and KMisawa Air Groups,
while close by, at Rabaul, the Eleventh Fleet Chief
of Staff and the Fourth Air Aftack Force Comaander
directed operations. The Netherlands East Indies air
activities were also prominent?88

This general strengthening of enemy units
throughout the Pacific was also' noticed among Guard
and Landing Forces. The Commznder ;f the First De-
barkation Party was at Palao; the Yokosuka Fifth
Special Landing Force was operating in the Solomons,

289
and the Basebo Force was at Buna. Not yet identi-

f’.‘&b}h‘

fied, the Simun Force was belleved to be concerned
with a2 southerm offensivefgo

Along the usual supply routes between the
Empire and the South Pacific, enemy merchaht ships
established A strong life line of supplie;?gl To
prevent Allied planes or forces from cutting off
‘their means of supply, and to carry out other offen-
sive measures, Japanese submarines were increasingly

active on southern routes. They also adopted certain

- -

237
288

(; 229
290

'!.' ) 291

II, 1010-1012.

II’ 101’?-‘1020-

I1, 1021-1022. . 129
II, 1024-1036, .
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AUGUST 22, 1942 (Continued) _
security precautions to disguise their 1dentityf92
Ihs Summary 1ssued by the Pleet Intelligenc-
0fficer of the United States Pacific Fleet on Augns£
22, 1942 suggested that a major.thrust by the Japa-

. nese would occur in the Rabaul area shortly. The

Sumnary issued by the United States Pacific Fleet |
Unit, Fourteenth Naval District and the commander

in Chief of the Pacific Fleet's Bulletin reported the
presence of three carrierslin the Empire, but did not
dis;egard the possibllity of their moving to the
south shortly. Three other carriers were éeclared to

293
be either in the Truk area or en route there.

AUGUST 23, 1942

The recent adoption of new eall signs made it
difficult to identify enemy wits in “the South Pacific i
‘at the ooening of the Battle of the Eastern Solomons.
(See the Summary of this chapter for the details‘of
‘the battle.) While administrative directives and in- -
telligence reports comprlised the bulk of onemy=traffic.A

'~ eerly on August 23,-1942, high‘Precedence dispatchele;d

were broadcast after 1030 from Guadalcanal, and

292 - II, 1037-1043. v Rgpsmd TR - o
293 - II, 1045-1047. | 123
29% - II, 1049-1052. o e S
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messages from .the Empire to Truk indicated that addi- k
tional reinforcements were being sent to thzt area?95
A unit of t%e Japanese Third Fleet was scheduled for -
Soerabajaf9 |

The battleship, amafa, was noticed &gain, and
the battleship, Fuso, was believed to be accompanying
the Seventh Crulser Squadron fo the_Solomon#, where
the battleships, Kongo, Kirishima, and Harunz, with
the aircraft carrier, Zuikasku, were alreﬁdy'assem-
bled as a formidable strikiné force?97

Although a report located the cruiser, Chikuma,
in the-SOerabaja-Koepang area, traffic analysis con-'
tinued to place it near Truk. Cruiser Division
Eighteen, the Koko and the Furstaka conducted opera-
tions in the Solomons:f98 Enemy destroyers repre-
sented a strong force in the Solomons, where a total
of fifteen to twenty destroyers fron Destroyer Divi-
sions Nine, Fifteen, Tnenty-nine, Thirty and Thirty-
four, angggrom Destroyer Squadrons Three and £ix

operated.

Since the enemy's striking power vould be

295 - II, 1053-1055.

297 - II 1057—1059. .
298 - II, 1060-1062. - ;

299 - II, 1063-1067.
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‘considerably strengthened by carrlers, particular
attention was paid to their maneuvers. Both the
Zuiho and Hosho were believed to be in the_zmpiré;
and the Kasuga g‘;g, was ferrying planes southward.
Hothing had been heard from the Ryulo since July 24,
1942300 However, dispatches late on August 22, 1942
disclosed that the Commander in Chief of the First
Alr Fleet aboard tho- hokaku, the zﬁikagg and the
Evulo, &s well as:plane tfansports were probably
heaﬁed for Truk?OI Air,Squadfon Twenty-six was sta-
tioned &t Kavieng?o2

Considéréble'maru traffiﬁ.was noticed at

Rabaul where air tenders’and tenkers supplied and

303
refueled ships in the battle area. " One merchant-
304 - '
man was en route from Rabaul to Truk. The Yokosuka

305
Third Special Landing Force was on 1ts way to Ra-

baul, agd the First Landing Force was noticed at
- 30
Palao.’

Though the Japanese had five units of Sub-

‘marine Squadrons Five and Eight based at Saigon and

300 - II, 1065-1070.

301 - II, 1071-1073.
303 - II, 1075-1079. e
.304 - II, 1080-1081, . - " . 125

306 - II, 1083.
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a division of Submarine Squadron Eight in the Empire,
enémy submarine warfare was centralized in the Solo-
mons, Submarine Division Thirty-three of Submarine
Sqﬁadron Séven, and apparently all units of Submarineﬂ
Sqguadron One were scouting for Allied units in the
South Pacific307‘ Almost all ships, including de-
stroyers and submarines, at or near Rabaul, were
addressed by the Commander of the Submarine ?orce?o8
Japanese esplonage agents in the Unitéd States were ‘
seeking secret information concerning convoy move- :
ments for the use of these submarines?og
The Surmary issued by the Fleet Intelligence
Officer of the United States Pacific ?leet, on ’
August 23, 1942 stating that Carrier Division One
and the Ryujo were scheduled to enter Truk, gave no
indication that Carrier Division Two would move from
the Empire, Heavy enemy landings were e;beéted in
the Guadalcanal areé within the next twelve héuré,
and eneay offensive action-around Oceaﬁ Island was
- believed to gioa feint to draw Allied forces from

the Solomons.

The Bulletin of the Comzander in Chief of the

.307 - II, 108/-1089. 196
308 - II, 1090 .

309 - II, 1091-1092.

310 "'"II, 1095. - =
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AQGUST 23, 1942 (Continugd) i
| Pacific ?1eet for August 2;, 1942, 1ndicat1ng that no
Japanese carriers were,south of Truk, omitted ths
' wvarning of Augusf 19 and 22, 1942, relating to the
possible undetected_presénce of enemy.carriers in
southern waters, In thé action reports of the battle
occurring on this dsy, Vice Admiral Frank Jack
Fletcher rafe}red to this bulletin as one of his
reasons for deciding to csend a'carrier southwards to
‘& refueling rendezvous, This left the American task
force ﬁithout some of its air support to face an -
eneny tzsk force comprising several carriers which
it ercountered unexpectedly later in the day?ll
AUGUST 24, 1942 )

As the Battle of the Eastern Solomons in-
_lcreased in tempo on the second day of actual cnmbat,
(See the §g§g§zx,ot this chapter for details of the
battle) a heavy volume of enemy traffic was inter-

cepted, partichlarly'from a new transm@tter in the .
 Hew Britain area. Unfortunately, the neﬁ'Jabanése
cipher systems were not being read at this time and

. Unlted States Haval Commnnication Intelligenca had

F \.'” P

311 - 11, 10%. 127
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312

to rely solely on traffiec analysis, °

L

There were several indications that the Com-

mander in Chief of the Combined Pleet was at sea, but

no exact location could be determined.

313
It was also

believed that certain units of Battle Division Three

were not with the First Air Fleet Staff. The battle-
ships, Kongo and Kirishims, were assoclated with the
Rabaul region, although no definite information could

314

be obpained on any of these units.

The Sasebo Fifth Special Landing Force on

Buna, a2s well as the enemy forces at Lunga on Guadal=-

-canal, and two radlo staztions on Guadalcanal were
315

very actives

Officers of both the Kure Fifth Spe-

cizl Landing Force and the Kawagutl Detachment ap-

peared in the Truk-Rabaul area, and .on Makin, a new

316

enemy base was established.

s It was indicated-that several enemy fleets

were combined under the one title of the Kago Opera-
317 -
tions Force.

Previous traffic analysis had asso-

cizted this force with the Solomons where Cruiser

- o
- w

312
313
314
315
316
317
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Division Bight, the First Air Fleet, Dbstroyar Squad-

ron Three, and Destroyer Divislion Three andlan un-
318
known destroyer were operating,

Because the Japansse tried to disgulse as much
as possible any carrier division movements, thelr
disposition remaineé the chief concern of American -
traffic analysts. Eeﬁsage foutings suggested th#t

the Zulho was not in company with the ﬂaxat a and
the_ﬂltakaBlgand the Byujo was again placed in the
Solomons%20 Off Guadalcanal, an unidentified enemy
carrier engaged American carrie;s?ZI Other enemy air

groups, including the Sixth Air Attack Corps, made
322
the bolomons their battle area, and Japanese planes
323
were already noticed in contact with £llied forces.

. The Commander of the Shinchiku Alr Group remained at

324
Truk.

| With the need for fuel and supplies more acute
during the actusl battle, the number of tankers

- routed from the Empire to Truk, Rabaul and even the

318 - II, 1119-1124. = :E;'j:__’;;iﬁn__l':.

319 - II, 1125-1126. . Rt o 2

220 - II, 1131-1132, . i e

321 - II, 1133-1135. . n ST e

322 - II, 1127-1129. ' PRI ey T

324 - II, 1130.
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*Marshalls, increased and included fﬁs §h;:etoko and

325 ' -
Hzyatomoa. Only one Japanese submzrine, located

near Sznta Cruz Islaznd, was noted on August 24,
1942326though.3apanese espionage agents, working
through Spznish lines of communication, kept Tokyots
patrols well informed of United States convoy and war-
ship movements by a sfeady stream of intelligence
passed frou New York to Tokyo ;ia'ﬁédrid?27

The Traffic Intelligence Summary of the Com-
bat Intelligence Unit, Fourteenth Neval District,
noted that Japanese radio security practices were
now able to conceal actuzl fleet novéments, although
the formation of forces for operation§ might have
been detected by Allied 1nfelligence?‘8 The Summary
issued by the Fleet Intelligence O0fficer of the
United States Pacific Fleet incdirectly concurred with
'fhis stafement by pointing out thz=t the _1_3111_1,12 had not
been definitely identified until American forces had
acéﬁally sighted the ship. This Suamery also men-
tioned a probzble air attack to be carried oﬁt by the
Japanese against Aliied positions in the Tulagi- _ -

Guadalcenzal area. -

398 = IT, 1137=11dde .
326 - II, 1115. - 130
327 = II, 1146,

- II’ 111,.7-
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. An estimate of the position of énepj carriers
was indicatgd by the rollowiﬁgl

Carriers Location

Shokaku Solomons

Zulkaku- - Solomons ’
Ryujo . Possibly Solomons
Hitaka Kure, ready for sea -
Hayataka - Kure, ready for sea
Zulho . Sasebo, ready for sea
Hosho Kure :
Kasuga Maru - Nearing Truk, en route

south (329) :
In the Bulletin issued by the Commander in
Chief of the Pacific Fleet on August 24, 1942, it was
announced that Japanese submarines had been located
in the southern region by directioﬁnrinder bearings.
The Kako, of Cruiser Division Six, was believed to
have been sunk by an Ameriéan submarine?ao _
| With the Battle of the Eastern Solomons draw-
ing into its third day, tﬁe gnémy's Operafional ttaf;'_
fic, much of it issued by the Commander in Chief of .
the Combined Fleet to major eir and fléet units in 7.
the BSouth Pacific, rose sharply 1ﬁ1volumeg Sevaréi

detachments of the Kagou Operations Force were located

- 329 - IT, 1148, I L T
330 - II, 1149. : - 131
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near Palao, and the call sign for the Hakin Relief
231
Force Commander was discovered. One operational

'dispatch to ships derending Japanese bases dlsclosed
that Crulser Divislons Five, Six, Seven and Eight and
Destroyer Squadrons Four éhd Ten were in or near the
Solomonsfsz Warhings were also sent by the 3ritish. _
that a powerful JapaneseAstriking.rorce had left its~
rende;vous base in the Empire for the Mandates and
New Guinesz, Hevértheless, fhere were still many in-
dications of Japanese battleships remaining in home
watefs?BB ' '

Research on Japanese fleet organization dis~
closed that the Natorl, Isuzu and Kinu comprised two
sections of Cruiser Division 81ix, that Destroyer
Squadron Two was under the Eleventh Air Fléet, and
the Rvuio, though part of Carrief Division Two for
administrative purposes, was operating at this time
with Carrier Division Ome. S

Estimated positions of Jap anese carriers

- placed the_ghok¢ku, g_rkaku and Ryujo .in the Solomons W

and the Hitaka, Heyataks, Zuiho and Hosho "in the

331 - II, 1150-1154.
332 - 1I, 1155.

333 - II, 1156-1158, : _‘ 132
33} - II, 1159-1164. ; 2 3
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Enpire?Bs As additional aireraft for the xisaratsu

Alr Detachment were transported to xavieng, :apapes.
planes increased the offenéivé agalnst Allled posi- ;
tions, including Rekata Bay, Santa Isabel Isiand and
Salamaua in the line of attack?Be At en air base‘bn
Gizo Island, the Sixth Air Attack.rorce_ias believed
to be stationed and the Commander of the Misawa Alr

'Group was located at Gaématé. The transrerring of an

air unit, previously attached to the Aleutians, to
the Yokohama Alr station suggested that preparations
were being made in the Empire for movements to the
Indies or thn'Halay Sta’tes?z7

Because their movements might have provided‘
.a clue to the enemy's battle plan, all Japanese ship

activity, including the marus travelling between Truk

~ and Rabaul and those acting as escorts for warships,

338

‘were carefully observed. - Japanese submaripes were

also watched closely since the importance of their
scouting patrols increased with the arrivel of tha
Commander of the Submaring Force, the fifth major

: 22 - e P 339
conmand to appear in the Solomons-Rabaul vicinity.

2335
336
337
338
339
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 “The Summary issued by the Fleet Intelligence
Officer of the United States Pacific ?ieet, on
August 25, 1942, implied.that the Battle of the
Solomons had reached its elimax and tﬁhﬁ all con-
tacts showed the enemy to be returning northward?Ao
The Bulletin of the Comnander in Chief of the
Pacific ?leét shoﬁed Destrﬁyer Divisibn Thirty es-
corting a conv@y_in the Rabaul afeg; and the car-
riers, Zuiksku, Rvujo and §hoka&u contacting the
Solomons on August 24, 1942 probably to attempt an
attack in the Guadalcanal area?41 |
This ends the day by. day account of the com-
munications intelllgence available for thé use of
operational authorities at the time of the Battle of
the Eastern Soldmbns. The story of the intelligence
bab?éround.of later battles in the Solomons Campaign.
..will be told in subseguent volumes, |

340 - II 118601
341 - II, 1187, . 134
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The Solomons Islands Campaign

APPENDIX TV

Background of the Battle of the Fastern Solomons

-

Air Versus Surface Action
August 23-25, 1942

AUGUST 9, 1942

With the first battle of the Solowons cam=
paizn completed, it remained the task of United States
KNaval Communication Intelligence tc furnish opera-
tional datz concerning the enemy forces within the
battle zone. Since United States cryptanalysts had
not succeeded in deciphering tne enemy coces current
at that time, most of the intelligence hzd t- be
furnished by traffic anulysis. Conseguently, there
were a grect many gaps in the intelligeﬁce concerning
the enemy beczuse’ only the enemy's tgnéencies, rather
than intentions, could be zscertained,

The staff of the Commander in Chief of the
Cambined Flect was issuing & great many orders to

Jasanese Commznders in the South Pacific on August 9,

135
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Returning to an anzlysis oriéheiéhéﬁy's
racin traffic on August 9, it was seen that the
. Combined Fleet staZf was originating a great meny
orcders t2 southcrn commanders. It was believed
t..2at one of the cruisers of Crulser Division Four

=as prenaring to move south.

C3¥BIWLD FLEET Staff fairly heavy
) originestor with traffic having appearance
{f dirczctives to Southern Commanders.
TROM: COMPINTD FLZET Staff 9 August/0850
T3 2 CinC 1ET ¥LEET
CinC 2ND FLEET
CinC 4ATH =LEET
11TE AIR FLTET
(Heavy Unit Dbelieved
Crvuiser in CEULIV 4
Info: General Stzff.
H-s spoearance future Southern movement
this unit.
SCOH14-092316-TI) :
(Summary, 100600, August, No. 18)

The Commander in Chief of the Jananese Eighth
“leet, who had Tormerly been at Rabaul, was now at

sez aboard his flagzship, the CHOKAI.
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AUGUST 9, 1642 (Continued)

No. 2

.
En,

L

QRIGIN/L
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-

CINC 8TH FLFET at sez, probably
in CROXAI . %which wazs heard
frecuently. (COX 14-092322-TI)
(Summary, 100600, August, No. 4%)

4 . (Rabaul Radio) 8 August/2000
i 3 _(Chief of Staff 8TH FLEET)
11TH AIF FLFET)

Com3r RAPAUL BASE FORCE)

This was urgent intelligence despatch.
Routing o which indicates CinC 8TH FLFET
1s no longer at Fabaul. (BEL-090950-TI)

It wezs commented:

At 0006, 10th, Rabaul called CHOKAI
to c¢eliver most urgent operationzl code
to CinC 8TZ, info CONCRUDIV 6.
(Summary, 100600, August, No. 67).

CinC 8TH FLFET . sent serles
of short operational type despatches
between 0010 and 0025 on Gth addressed
to OUTSIDE AFEA SOUTHERN FOECES S
(BEL-090950-TI)

It was remarked:

vas action addressee in &
despatch from CinC 11TE AIE FLEET which
ordered some operation by STH AIR ATTACK
FORCE against (Guadalcanal) ‘during
the ninth of August. 3.0 T
(Sum.ﬁlr'lr.v, 100600’ Augu-st, NOQ 68) "_'":""“ ..;
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An interesting possibility was noticed when

the Commander of the Fifth Air Attack Force, which

was operazting In the Rabaul arez, communicated with

the Commander of Crulser Division Seven in Malaya.

Hence, varning wazs given of the danger of Cruiser

Division Seven's joining some Japanese battleéhips

t> forn a very wowerful striking force.

Ho.

¥o.

6

Aprazrent battle report from Comdr.

5TE AIR ATTAC PORCE included COMCRUDIV 7

., Tor informestion.
(cox 14 092222-TI)

It “as noted:

The 5T AIE ATTEC® FORCE is operat-
ing in the Rebaul Area, CRULIV 7 appeared
t> be in the X¥z2ley zrea. On Aug. 9th, there
were slight indications that CRUDIV 7 might
return to the Fmnire. Also, on Aueg. 9th,
CFULIV 7 wes associsted vith bettleshins
czlls which suggests the »ossitlility that
CRUDIV 7 might be recalled from 3alzya
to join battleships in some STRIKING FORCE.
The 5Tii AIP ATT/CX FOFCL and CRULDIV 7 were
first associated in traffic on August 8th,

Summery, 100600, August, No. 51)

gty o
b

No originator, Serial #741 believed to
be CINC C)UBINED acdressed COMCRUDIV 7
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_y Info: Tvwo high commands in
Southwestern Arez '
Unicdentified Chief of Staff ~ T
Chief of Steff SOUTHERN ETXPTDITIONLFRY
FORCE . 'and battleships
and © This association should be
watched for possibility CEUDIV 7 has been
reczlled from Malaya and will join the
battleships in some STRIKING FORCE.
(GT#604~0PNAV-091915-TI)

It vas indicated:

CO*CRUDIV 7 was included as an
acdressee by 5TH AIE ATTACY FORCE 8th
Auvzust which is first indication of
CPUDIV 7 being assocliated with the
Ezbaul forces.

(Sume-zry, 100600, August, No. 55)

Further traffic snalysis discovered the pres-

ence of sore Marus and a tanker.,

Communication 0fficer ATH FLEET
_ adéressed Rabsul Base ~ :
info SATA _. 'Tenker Var-
ship (?) and Communication 0f-
ficers &TH FLEET and unidentified Fleet
at 0920, 9 August.
(GT# /606-0PNAV-091942-T1)

It was observed: Yias ot
SAT on 7 August ¥as shown

in Truk Area bv traffic assoclation.
on & August was indicated enroute
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4 . - by e o Ts
Ter BN .

Y¥5. 7 (eont.)
Sz2ipzn Arez t3 Rabzul Area via
Trvk ¥with possible destinztion
Kzvieng in Com»eny with man-of-
war v  BEL czlls ;
Connander 1lth AIF TLFET.
(Surmzry, 100600, August, Wo. 66)
Fnemy racdio traffic gave many indications
thzt personnel znc e~rulpment reinforcements were

being shipped to the Rabzul-Solomons eres under

(' convor,

Transportzation of supplies indi-
cated by despatch at 2320/7th from
MARU eddressed Tokyo ERuldrd,
Sasebo Pureau Military Stores, Tokyo
Comzunication Section and a Tokyo
Ruresu associzted with sir-personnel-

. supplies, information Comdr of 2

SURDIV in SUBRON 5 and COXSUBRON 3.

It was nointed out:

6n August 3, TI indicated KARU
might be enrsute to Ambon or
Soerbsya from Kamrahn Area vla Makassar,
in a2 convoy including KENJO MAFU and
DESDIV 22. On August 7, D/F placed
COuSUBRON 3 a2t 07° S, 166° E.
(Summery, 100600, Eugust, No. 50) - ..
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No.

No., 10

10

EARU ‘maybe is hiding
under call > in generzl Rabaul
Area., AZUMA MARU 2lso using

‘and assoclated thzt region.
(COM1L4-092322-TI)

It was declared:

The possibility that mz2y be
a converted carrler was mentioned in
Item 4., Pzge 14, R.I. ESUMMLARY 080600/¢
August and 2lso in Bel. 0809¢8. On .
August 9th, association indicated that
AZUMA MARU apparently returning to Truk
from Saipan, '1s apparently a
cover call similar to our
(Summary, 100600, August, No. 42)

FROM: CinC 2ND FLEET) 7 ﬁuguqt/2050
COLDESRON 4)
Destroyer of DESDIV
(COMAIRON 11 shown
at Yokosuks)
KAMIKAVA MARU
Info: icmc COMBINED FLEET)
' " 7" (General Staff)

This appears to be directive and
may indicate destroyer will serve
as escort for KAMIKAYWA MARU,
(BEL-090748-T1I)

It was statéd:

Destroyer of DESDIV
(DESRON 1) appears enroute from Ominato
to Yokosuﬁa Area, . ©
(summary, 100600, August, No. 26)

141




” ‘ ORIGINAL
Y | . i 1 December 1944

AUGUST 9, 1942 (Continued)

L 3

Additional destroyer reinforcements were also
becoming avallable in the Solomon area, since they
had escorted convoys into the South Pacific, and

coulé be used for other duties.

Fo, 11

COMDESTIV 17 . of DESFON 10
1s apparently escorting the AKEBONO MARU
" At 1200, 8th, COMDESDIV 17
using the cover call ‘ originated a
{’ COMi Zone Report which indicates that
; force to be enroute to Truk via Chichijima
and Saipan. One other unidentified unit

of DESROXN 10 is also using and
appears to be enroute to Saipan from the
Ermpire.

'(BEL-090715-TI)
It was mentioned:

Association on 8 August with ATH
FLEET and CinC 8T: indiczted this unit
with others might be ordered south to
reinforce ATE and 8TH FLEEIS.
(Summary, 100600, iugust, No. 69)

(g 142
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Further confirmation that the Commender in
Chief Eighth Fleet was aboard the CHOKAI was given
on August 10.

No, 12

CINC 8TE FLFET placed aboard Chokai?
. by serial numbers.
(COM14=100744~TT)

It vas noteds

This fact wmas previously reported in
_ : Item 30, Page 10, R.I. SUMMARY 091400/¢C

g- August.
(Summary, 101400, August, No. 31) ;

No., 1

Comparison of Station Serial Numbers
shovs CINC 8TH FLEET to be in
CHOXAI » CHOXAI using cover call
. '1s working Rabaul Fadio on 9980
kcs. Alr-tender (MINEKAZE or
OKIKAZE?) using cover call
4715 kecs, addressed despatch at 2200/9th
for actlion CHOKAI AVIATION URIT

at unidentified base ..y dnfos To’
CHOKAI Commanding Officer.
2BEL-100936—TI)

SummarV, 101400, August, No. 32)

The Commander in Chief Combined was sending

many dispatches to Force and Unit Céﬁmaﬁdefs in the
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Rabaul area, to vhich reinforcements were being

directed.

No, 14

CINC COMBINED dbusy originating
despatches to Force and Unit Comman-
ders in PRabaul Area.
ECOHlL-lOElOA—TI)

Summary, 110600, August, No. 42)

FROH: . (Combined Fleet) #742 Aug.9/?
O & (CruDiv 7)
' " (DESDIV 2 in DESRON 4)
'(KAGA MARU Aireraft Tender)
_l n " n "
Info: '(BOUTHERN EXPEDPITIONARY FORCE)
Tokyo Naval General Staff)
Desron 4)

Is order for certain Unit or units
to proceed .to KR - but undetermined which
ones are actually directed to proceed.
iuz#2393-opHAv-101721-DI)

Summary, 101400, August, Ro. 39)

It was suspected that the large volume of dis-

patches being issued by the Japanese Fqgr;h and Eighth

Fleets were operational reports,
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Large volume" of despatches from
LTH and 8TH FLEETS appear to be re-
ports of operations,
ECOM14-102118-TI)
Summary, 110600, August, Ro. 41)

Undoubtedly, Rabaul was cdestined to receive
mzny more enemy units and, in particular, reinférce—
ments in eir strength. A jurisdictional split in
the commané of the Japanese Eleventh Air Fleet oc-
curred at this time. The administrative office re-

mained in the Guam-Tinian arez, while the Commander

of this fleet 'as addressed at Rasbaul.

No, 17

A split in the Command of 11TH AIR
EET occurred with CINC at 5TH AIR
ATTACX BLSE in Rabaul Area and Staff
Communication Officer at Tenian e
(C0:14-100742-TI)

It vwas indicated:

Tenién is the normal location of
this command.

(Summary, 101400, August, No. 22)

-‘..' ¥ .
me v oM,

No. 18 iii‘ﬂi?)

FROM: #353 Aug. 9/?
TO: KAVIGA%A MARU

i
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i A No. 18 (cont.)

Intercepted both enciphered and
plain code coples - unreadable due to
unrecovered values but directs cancel-
lation of something and directs some-
one proceed Rabaul, g
(BEL-100410-DI)

It was commented:

'1s the 11TH AIFR FLEET. DI
had indicated that the 11TH AIR FLEET
Headguarters might be shifted from
Tenian to Rabzul Air Station.
(Summary, 101400, August, Ho. 21)

Administrative Office 11TH AIR
FLTET remzins in Guam-Tenlian Aresa
vhile Commander is addressed at Rabaul.
ECOEIL—IO?OASuTI)

Summary, 110600, August, No. 24)

No. 20

RO #£981 Aug. 8/2
FROM: iEComdr 11th Air Fleet)
TO 3 . (11TR AIR FLEET)

Info: All Major Commands: 5
- (¥ovement Report Office) - :

This Officer shifted flag to
Rabaul at 1415/8 August.

e il £BEL-100805-DI

§o .mit . Summary, 101400, August, Fo. 20)

Ho. 21 ot

(, ) FROL: (11TH AIR FLEET) #421 Aug.10/0620
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E i{ff , No. 21 (cont,)
| One Headguarters heavy bomber
with CIKC aboard departed at 0600
for REL (vicinity of Rabaul),
BEL-100805-DI)
SummzTy, 101400, August, No. 19)

The Sixth Air Attack Force, which had been
operating in the Northern Empire, also sent & unit
into the Rabsul esrea at this time. A deciphered
mesgsage gave the schedule of twenty-five planes of

;r the Sixth Air Attack Force en route from unicdenti-

£4ied Yandete fields to Rabaul.

Bo. 22
FRO: . 2509 Aug.9/?
0 “ {%ART) (Air-Tender?)
"Your ship will cease andé

proceed to RX (Solomons Area) vie
Rsbezul.® (Remainder incomplete dut
orders change of something possibly or-

anization). |
{BEL-100410-DI)

It was remarked:

gl 7 (6TH AIR ATTACK FORCE) has
E & ot been in the Northern Empire but a Unit
: of the 6TH AIR ATTACK 1s assoclated with
the Fabzul Area. Vel i ©

(Summzry, 101400, August, Ko, ;5),+.=

. - A g @O
- W

{ T, Yo Wap.' O
aia ik 3

/
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No. 2

Comér. 6TH AIR ATTACK received
traffic through Rabaul Station on
9th,
200314-100744-TI)

Summary, 101400, August, No.26)

No. 24
Commander 6TH AIR ATTACK
2t Guam ~‘at 2000/10 August.
(GT#610-0PNAV~-101457~-TI)

It was observed:

COM 14 reported Commander 6TH AIP
ATTLCYX FORCE believed in Rabaul Area
August 9. The 6TH AIR ATTACX FORCE
originzlly operated in Ominato,
Chichijima, Marcus Area.

(Sumzery, 101400, August, No.25)

#3658, Aug, 9/7?
FROX: . (6TH AIR ATTACK FORCE)
TO ¢ :(11th AIE FLFET)
i(6TH AIR ATTACX FORCE)

4LTH AIR ATTACK Fonczg
'(5TE AIR ATTACX FORCE
Guam Radio)
'( COMBINED FLEET)
~ (ATH FLEET
5TH FLEET
" -, (8TH FLEET |
i (Yokosuke Comdte) &,
.(NORTHERN FORCE) . = .- "
Tokyo Naval General Staff)

. PR

-5 -

’._1 December 1944
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AUGUST 10, 1942 (Continued)

Fo. 25 (cont.)

(In five figures) is schedule of
movement on 10th, 1lth and 12th of 6TH
AIP. LTTACK FORCE planes (Kisaratsu and
6TH AIR GROUP bombers) from Unidenti-
fied Mandate fields to RR Area. Unable
to uncover exact figures but believe
approximately 25 planes involved in the
transfer.

(GZ#2392-0PNAV-101528-DI)

It was pointed out:

6TH AIR GROUP reported by COLOMEO
to be operating in Jaluit. Kisaratsu
AIR has had a section at Truk and the
MARU XCV , brought a section to
Rabaul area (early August).
(Summary, 101400, August, Ko. 29)

No. 26
#355 10 August/1900
FROM: __{cinC 11TE AIR FLEZET)
TO ¢ (6TH AIR ATTACK FORCE)
INFO: CinC COXBINFD FLTET)

Tokyo Naval General Staff)
(CinC ATH FLEET
CinC 8TH FLEET

".EATH AIR ATTACKX FORCE)
o " (MARU)

SOUTH SEAS FORCE (?) AIR FORCE des-
patch Order # . (1) SIXTH AIR GROUP (?)
less awalt orders at PST. 2) 0
6TH AIR GBOUP (?) and of KISARAZU AIR
GEOUP will be attached to RR FLEET .

(3) of 6TH ATR GEOUP will ferry
KISARAZU ATIR GROUP . blanes from

Tenian to RR in accordance following

143



S i

ORIGIRLL
.1 December 1944

L
A T
FAML .

AUGUST 10, 1942 (Continued) .

No. 26 (cont,)

schedule (3 dzys for round trip)
lst dav, depart PST ané arrive PT;
2né cay, depart PT and arrive RE,
returning to PT the same day; 3rd
day, depart PT and arrive PST.
(GZz#2402-DI)

It was declared:

PST is Tenian.

ER is Fabzul.

PT is Truk (Caroline Islands).
(Summary, 110600, August. ¥o. 35)

Sevaral indicztions vere noted that z reor-
ganization involving the enemy's Cruiser Division
Seven wess tairing mlece, and it »us thought possible
that this organization, which formerly had been
active in the Netherlands East Indies area, vas now

beinz ordered into the Solomons.

L]

No. 27

At 0950, CinC COYBINED FLEET orig-
inateé vhat aprears to be directive
(Serial 742) addressed for action.

‘(COMDEEDIV 2

TO : '(COMCRUDIV 73
KAGD MARU) at Ambon

]
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No.

28

stated in reference to this associa-
tion that indication is that CRUDIV 7
and DESDIV 2 are coming Fest to Java
8ez, or YAGU MAFU is going West to
LalaYn .

(Summary, 110600, August, No. 48)

9 August/0850
FREJZ: No Originator (From CinC COMBINED

FLEET)
T COXCRUDIV 7)
INTO: Chief of Stzff SOUTHERN

FXPEDITIONLRY FLFET)

Chief of Staff 2ND FLEET;

Chief of Staff 1ST FLEET
- (COMDESRON 2

Unidentified)

‘(Battleship)
Unidentified(vrobably
gertled for ‘another
battlesh%p in sazme Division
a s . -

CRUTIV 7 1is indicated in other traffic
&8s possibly ordered to Solomons Area and
above association with Battleships of 1SET
FLTET not understosd unless duties previous-
ly designzted for CRUDIV 7 zre to be carried
out by these units. -
(BZL-101117-TI)

It vras mentioned:

This despatch previously reported in
RI Summary 100600/C August, page 15, item
55, Call came out before as
was identif'ied as Chief of Staff
SQUTHRN EXSEDITIOMARY FORCE,- .a»r-~ -
(Summary, 110600, August, No. 44).
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No. 29

Message Serial #429 from Navy
Minister to 21l first and seconé class
Naval Stations, 81l Yajor Commands

» and COMCRUDIV 7
on 9 August may be reassignment of
CRUIV 7 in Fleet Organization.
{GT#GIZ-ODBAV-101622-TI)
Summary, 101400, August, No. 9)

No. 30

Tentative heavy cruiser
addressed Communication 0fficer (CEUDIV

7 at 2100/9th. No indice-
tion location of . It is slight

indication that hes been assigned
to this CRUDIV. ;
26;"6l¢-OP“AV—101622-TI)
Summary, 101400, August, No. 12)

Finally, a message vas intercepted and deci-
nhered, vhich proved that deductions made from traf-
fic analysis hed been valid. The message disclosed

nat Crulser Division Seven wezs to rendezvous with

the Second Fleet, vhich was about to leave Japan for

the Pabaul area.

Y¥o. 31
: #742  Aug. 9/0950
FRO.: CINC COMBINED FLEET)‘
TO 3 ~ COXCRUDIV 7) e s .i¥
——-= = (COMDESDIV 1) +#i:.%
===~ * (KAGU MAPU) .53 le..

-
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AUGUST 10, 1942 (Continued) CERLT
No. 31 (cont.) s
INFO: - (CINC 3RD)

/ (Navy Cenerel Staff)
.. (COMDESROK 4)
CINC 2XD)
Unidentified)

Mentioned HYPO 100200 confirms deduc-
tion regarding CRUDIV 7 made in HYPO 091915.
"Cease ___ ___ (operations?) and with
rendezvous with the 2NT FLFET
(vhich departs Japan the 11th for the
Rabaul Area)", Delivery to KAGU ZARU was
mz2de through :(Ambon Rzdio). CRUDIV 7
believed in Singapore or Netherlands Eest
Indies kArea.

(BEL-101728-DI) (uFMD #11-1)

It wvas noticed:

' The despatches referred to above are
OPNAV despetches and not COi 1.'s, and
appropriate parts are quoted for informa-
tion:
"CINC COLBINFD ADDRESSED COMCRULIV 7
» CIYDESDIV 2 s HARU :

AT U“ID““TIWI“D S o5 /3 INFO SOUTHERXN

EXPEDITIONARY FLEET _ |y COMDESRON 4

=Yy CINC "7, and CINC____
", at 0950 9th.n"
"NC ORIGINATOR QEFIAL NUKEZEF. 741, BELIEVED
TO BE CINC COMBINED ADDRESSED COMCRUDIV IV
SEVEN PAFEN PAFE¥N: INFO T%0 HIGH
COHHA“D° IH SOUTYESTEEN AFFA _and
s UNIDENTIFIFD CHITF OF ESTATF -
CHIEF “ STATF SOUTHERN TXPEDITIONLEY FORCE
& » andBATTLESHIPS » and ;

THIS ASSOCIATIOUN SHOULD BE VATCHED FOR POS-
SIBILITY CPUDIV 7 HAS BTEN RECALLED FRONM
MALAYA AND WILL JOIN THE BATTLFSFIPS IN SOXE
STRIKING FORCEL, " o3, 3
(Summary, 111400, August, No.’ 23)
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AUGUST 10, 1942 (Continued) i

Cruiser Division Six was making arrangements

for s fueling rendezvous near or st FKabaul.

No. 32

CINC ATH at 1600/10 August to
Tanker .3 Infor: CINC 11TH AIE
and 8TH FLFETS, COMCRUDIV 6 and Rabaul
Base, indicate arrangements for and
necessity of fueling CRUDIV 6 units.
Fabaul protbatle location rendezvous.

E T#610-0PNAV=101457-TI)
Summary, 101400, August, No. 34)

CRUDIV 6 becoming more active
sugzesting now taxing pzrt in operz-
tions unless she has been uncer sllence,
is associzted Kavieng BASE FOECE

and using call.

FRJX: CEUDIV 6 10 August/0700

TO : CinC 8TH FLFET n

IN®D: Ecmc COMBINED FLEET)
Unidentified)

Tokyo Hovements
8TH BASE FORCE
(Cox14-102118-TI)

It was noted:

TI on 10 August indicated arrange-
ments for and necessity of fueling
CEUDIV 6 Units, Rabal probable location
rendezvous.

(Summary, 101400, August, Ho.‘__49_)__

A message from Tokyo to sev;?airimportant

v, ¥

e
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Japanese ships gave rise to the warning that these
units might very well compose an enemy Task Force.

No. 3.

Tokyo Personnel at 1640 on 9th
addressed Chief of Staff 2ND FLEET
» Information to KONGO

=~ 7|, HARUNA ~ . Takao?
- ) MAYR ) Ry MYOKO

~ 7, HAGURO , COMDES-
DIV of DESRON 4, oHDESDTY

‘of DESRON 2 and Fleet Unit
» which, without carriers,
might constitute a TASK FORCE,
ECOE-lA-lOO?AZ-TI)
Summary, 101405, August, No. 8)

The Japanese vere making every effort to in-
crease their shore-based aircraft in the Rabaul area.
Traffic analysis disclosed that units were being

dravn from as far west as Takao, and as far north eas

the Fmpire itself.

Hoe 35

Increasing evidence Japs making all
out effort immediately increase shore based
gircraft in Rabaul area drawing units as
far west as Takao while others are appar-
ently enroute from Empire. iy
SCOE—IA—lOZOAB—TI) -

Summary, 110600, -August, No. 43)
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AUGUST 10, 1942 (Continued)

A high priorlty message from the Commander in
Chief of the Tighth Fleet to various other high com-
menders seemed to indicate an urgent need of reinforce-

ments.

No. 36

FROK: CinC 8TH FLFET (Concezled Originater)
2-part S.XI #185 9 August/0730
TO 1 Chief Naval General Staff)
CinC COMBINED FLEET)
'(Comdr 11TH AIR FLEET)
_ COMSUBFOF)
INFQ: _ ~ (CinC ATH FLEET
e Comdr AIRON 25
Comdr RABAUL BASE TORCE)

Probably urgent reguest for reinforce-
ments.
(BEL-101041-TI)
It z;s indicated:
SAKI is relatively high priority.
(Summary, 110600, August, Fo. 39)
Deépite the unfavorable weather, the Misawa Air

Group was amdng the new arrivals at Rabaul during this

period,

Ko 37

Commander Misawa AIR at
Rabaul by traffiec routing 10 August..
(GT#611-0PNAV~101457-TI)
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No. 38
FROM: i (HIHORO AIR) #925 Aug. 9

Indicates that due to unfavor-
able weather he was unable to carry
out patrol from Rabaul.
ECO"—lA—100746-DI)(HEMO#IO-Z)

Summary, 101400, August, No. 18)

Air Scuadron Eleven was thought to be en route
to the Solomons, and twenty-two bombers of the Kisa-
ratsu Alr Force arrived &t Tinian on their way south-

wards.

_ No. 39

At 1700/8th CIKC COMBINTD FLEET
_ originated despatch #732 which
apuears to be directive addressed for
action COMYAIRRON 11 9 KAMIKA”A
MERU y CINC 2ND FLEET .
and Comdr. 11TH AIR FLEET %
Info: CINCS 4TH and 8TH FLEETS \
and ‘plus Naval General Staff
» This suggests that AIRRON
11 is being ordered to Solomons. Fur-
ther indication of this is noted in
heading of despatech #989 from Chief of
Staff 11TH AIR FLEET - at 2100/9
in-vhich the KAWMIKAWA iZARU, COMAIRRON. 25
. . and Kisaratsu address
and Info addresses., This despatch was
acddressed for action Bureau Aeronautles
and mzy concern transporta-
tion of aircraft or equipment to AIEBOH
25 b Kﬁ._x:IKA\ ﬁo -
EBEL—100936—TI)
Summary, 101400, August, Yo. 6)

158 .



V

ORIGINAL
1 December 1944

AUGUST 10, 1942 (Continued)

No. 4O

Despatches from CINC 11TH AIR FLEET
associated KAMIKAWA MARU with AIRRON 11
and the Rabaul Area.

(CON=14-100742-T1)

It was commenteds

This assocliation has been noted pre-
viously in Items 57, Page 15, RI Summary
100600/¢ August and Items 23, 24, 25, 26
Page 7 - same summary.

(Ssummary, 101400, August, No. 24)

No. 41
. #416 Aug.10/1620
FEOM: | 6TH AIR ATTACK FORCE)
_ " (Guam Radio)
T0 13 .7 (11TH AIR FLEET)
IN7O: 8TH FLEET)
LTH FLT. (B)/Ominato Rdo)?
iy " (5T9 FLEET)
{COMBINED FLEET)
5TY9 FLEET)
Yokosuka Commandant)
Base Force #7 at Chichijima)
Tokyo Naval General Staff)
6§H AIR ATT,COMDR. of Unit in)
; ;
'(4TH AIR ATTACK;
5TH AIR ATTACK

22 Bombers. and 2 transport planes from
Kisarazu AIP arrived PST at ____ ___»

At 0700/11 August will depart framRRE.
(GZ#2394-0PKAV~101908-DI)

It was remarked:

PST is Tenizan.
RRE is Vanakanau?
~ (Summary, 110600, August, No. 36)
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A carrier plane group, which-had been for-
merly associated with the AXAGI, was also thought
to be shifting from Kisarazu to reinforce air units

in the South Pacifiec.

Fo. 42

Carrier PLANE GROUP . asso=
ciated with AXAGI during Midwav zction
was shown &t Kisaratsu ‘at

1840/8th. Fouting later indicated
may have shifted from Kisaratsu
to Southern Area to reinforce air units
thzt area. .
iBEL-100925 -TI) )
Summzry, 101400, August, No., 28)

1
A resume of Jananese cperational aircraft
messages on August 9 indicated that at least seven

bomber flights had been instituted by them in the

Solomons aresa.

No. 43

REeavy volume of short operational
type messages from aireraft indicetes
operations probably bombing attacks by
at lzast seven flights between 0800 and
1500 on the 9th, These apparently in
Solonons Area. PR e
2BEL-101041-TI) R g

Summary, 110600, August, No. 40) .’

-
& LIRS s
PRI
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AUGUST 10, 1942 (Continued)

Although intense radio activit} on the part

of Japanese alrcraft carriers was noted for a while,
there were no indications of preparztions for a

departure to the Solomons.

Bo. Ak

Intense activity on carrier
channel observed. CINC 15T AIR FLEET
originsted numerous despatches to car-
riers, plene groups and Yokosuka Air,
but no other types associated nor no
indications of preparations for de-
parture evident.

ECOHl4—lOO738-TI)
Summery, 100600, August, No. 7)

No. L5
No carrier traffic observed
since last Digest.

Ec0m14-102104-mx)
Surmery, 110600, August, No. 7)

The AXIKAZE was already in the Solomons-Rabaul

area.
No. 46
Traffic routing suggests the
AXTKAZE has arrived at ...
(Buka or Bougainville?) ™. ..
(BEL-101055-T1) L e
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AUGUST 10, 1942 (Continued)

No, 46 (cont.)
It was observed:

FKIKAZE's serial 206 of August 9th,
read, "Arrived at RXC", RXC has been
tentatively located as in the vicinity
of Bougainville or Buka.

(Summary, 110600, August, No. 50)

-

No. 47

Headings and assoclations indicate:
AZIKAZE and YUKAZE ~ with
Comér 11TH AIR FLEET. in

P.ﬁb&lﬂ. Area .
(BFL-101117-TI)

It was pointed out:

‘believed AKIKAZE, was be=-
lieved on 8 August to be in Solomon-
Rabzul Area. On August 9 DI stated
AKIKAZE errived EXC (In vicinity of
Bougainville).

(Summary, 110600, August, Ko. 51)

The Commander of the First Alr Force, who was
at Tateyama, vas associated in a dispatch with Air
S~uzdron Eleven,and the KAMOI, which was in the
Karshalls, was assocliated with Alr Sguadron Twenty-
five. These assoclations indlcated possible future

movements of the organizations concerned to the

Rabaul-Solomons area.
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No. 48

Enciphered Commander 1ST AIR
FOFCE was shovn at Tateyama
and 1s associsted with AIRRON 11
, Chitose . and Omura

AIR address MASIMU in heading of
despatch #132 from at 1450/8th,
EBEL—100936-TI) .

Summery, 101400, August, Fo. 13)

No. i8
#986 9 August/1410

FEOM: Comdr 11TH AIR FLEET)
™ 2 " (Comdr AIRON 24
Comér AIRON 25
KANOI)

K2¥0I currently in Marshalls and
association with ATEON 25 suggests she
may bé moving to Rabaul Area,
(BEL-101117-TI)
It was declared:
¥AY¥0I was by TI in Marshalls on
8 August.
(Summary, 110600, August, No. 25)
A peculiarly addressed message which mentloned
"Specizlly Equipped Vessels" in the heading gave rise
to the supposition that radar had been installed in

certain aireraft and submarines.

315 R
#352 9 August/1520
FROM: (Comdr 11TH AIR FLEET), .

No. 50
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AUGUST 10, 1942 {@ontinued)

Ko. 50 (cont,)
TOs llTH AIR “LEET less Speecially Equip-
ped Vessels

ATH FLEET) ° :

8TH FLEET less Specially
Equipped Vessels)

(SUBRON 3 less Speeially
Equipped Vessels)

Use of this designation in conneec-
tion with aircraft and various types of
surface craft including submarines sug-
gests possibility special vessels may
have Radar Equipment,

{BEL-lOlOAl—TI)
Suzmary, 110600, August, No. 32)

Enenmy destroyer activity was watched very close-
ly since the movements of these units would indicate
the location of their convoys. The Commander in Chief
of the Combined Fleet addressed Destroyer Division
Seven but though there was no indication of its loca-
tion, it was noticgd that the same dispatech included
the KASUGA MARU as one of i£3 addresséeé. This ship
had been connected with the Sixth Air Attack Force on
tugust 6, and the association was a2 clue that Destroyer

Division Seven might be ordered into the Rabaul area,

No. 51 . - .
CINC COMBINED addressed COMDESDIV 7
164
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No. 51 (cont.)

. . and KASUGA MARU

at 1140/10 August, indicating escort
for the XCV, but no indication loca-
tion, nor association with any other
command.

(GT#611-0PNAV-101457-TI)

It was declared:

DEEDIV 7 was believed operating
in the Northern Arez in early June.
Since that time 1little has been known
except that one of its units
was noted in connection with the MARU
XV | ., receiving traffic from
Szipan 9 Avgust. )

The KASUGA MARU was connected
with the 6TH AIF ATTACX FORCE 6 August
but was unlocated.

(Summery, 101400, August, No. 11)

DESDIV 7 . . ‘in DESRON 10,
and XKASUGA IIARU associated in

" one message from CINC COBINTZD fore-

shedowing probable operations this
XCV.
(CO114~-102104-T1)

It was noticed:

Noted by OPNAV and appeears in
R.I. Summary 101400/C August, page 5,
wen 110 ’
(Summary,. 110600, August, No.;}é)“;w.

.-

’
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AUGUST 10, 1942 (Continued)

T
Destroyer Division Four was en route from

Truz to Palao to escort the Thirty-fourth Defense

Force becx to Truk,

No. 53
DESDIV appears to be
enroute Palao, possibly .to escort 34th
DEFENSE FOFCE . to Truk. MARU
_ also noted this association.
(€2:14-100738-T1I)

It was noted:

is DESDIV 4 zand this
DESDIV appears to have been ordered
Souti: to reinforce ATH or 8TH FLEBTS.
(Summary, 100600, August, No. 39)

Ho. 54

COMDESDIV 4 . using cover
call , originated SMS #174, at
2030, 9th, which is spparently a Commu-
nication Zone report indicating that
Commznd to be enroute from Truk to Palao,
Turther evidence of this movenment 1is
noted in #171, from COIDESDIV 4, using

cover call , at 0930, 9th, addres-
sed for action 34TH DE?ENSF FOECE

at Palau,

(BEL-101055-T1)

It was indicated:

Naval General Staff, at 1800, :
August 9th, originated despatch for ac-
tion COLDESDIV 4, information Chiefs of
Staff COMBINED, 4TH and 8TH FLEETS and
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AUGUST 10, 1942 (Continued)

Ho. 54 (cont.)
and 1ST and 11TH AIR FLEETS,
COYSUBFOE and Truk which indicated
to OPFAV a change of plan for
DESDPIV 4 and possitle destination
as Truk,
(Summary, 110600, August, No. 26)
Destroyer Division Two znd Destroyer Division
Fifteen were assoclated with Cruiser Division Seven,’
which was destined to come into southern waters, and

Destroyer Division Seventeen was salling to Truk via

Chichijima end Szipan.

No. 55
Traffic originated by 3RD FLEET
Command -associated
CRULIV 7 with Balikpapan, Amboina, and
Davao BASJ FOPCES, DESDIVS iand
'included there this association.
(COHlL-lOO?LA—TI)

It wvas commented:

'{41s DESDIV 2 and s
DESDIV 15 (DESEON 2).
(Summary, 101400, August, No. 41)

o T

i -
-2 ':'ta.,

FROM: : (DESDIV 17
-DESEON 10) 9 August/ZBOO
TO 3 Comm 0fficer 5TH BASE FORCE
Comm Officer ATH FLEE faT R e
Comm Officer 8TH FLEET 157
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e AUGUST 10, 1942 (Continued)

"illffﬂf ' No. 56 (cont.)

By routing conclude this DESDIV
nov hetw=en Empire and Saipan heading
South.

(C034-14-102118-TI)

It &s remarked:

TI on 9 August indicated this
DESDIV enroute to Truk via Chichijima
and Saipan.

(Summary, 110600, August, No. 17)

Tne uni&entified'warship, whose call sign had
(ﬁh lonz teen noted as Jfinally announced its arri-

val 2t Rabaul on August G.

No. 57

TROM: 1 #44 Aug. 9/(7)
T0 : Chief of Staff 8TH FLEET
DESDIV of DESRON 6
2TH BASE FOECE at Rabaul

Scheduled to arrive at seventeen
thirty.
(BEL—lOOAlO—TI)

It was obs=rved:

| A ‘ |{Unidentified) was placed
e s A in commission sometime between 29 June
o TRA RN - and 1 July. Reported as leaving the
s R ‘Empire about 4 July enroute to. Rabaul
B . o via Chichijima and Truk. A e
s (Sumuary, 101400, fugust, No. 33) %'

B
L)

L

]
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AUGUST 10, 1342 (Continued)

Messages sent by the Commandef iﬁ Chief of
the Jananese Eighth Fleet on August disclosed in
detall some of the operations instituted to repel
invading Zmerican forces. Speclal Landing Force
troops were ordered to embark in two Marus and set
out for Guadalcansl, in accordance with a schedﬁle

found in the two messages which follow,

No. 58

FROM: 'gUnidentified) #117 hug.7/1450
| (Commender KURE #5
SPECIAL LANDING FOECE)
?EUnidentified)
‘(COMDR 8TH BASE FOECE
at Rabaul)
' (Commander SASEBD #5
SPZCIAL LANDIWG FOPCE)
(COMCRUDIV 18, Command
in ATH FLE
'(Destroyer in DESRCN 2)
" Condr. of Unit in 19th
Division in ATH FLEET)
) EUnidentified)
;(Comdr. of Unlit in
ESCORT FORCE)
'(Comdr. Armed Guard (?)
abtoard (blank) Maru)
INTOs "/ (COMDR 5TH AIP. ATTACK
FOPCE)
I i(Chief of Staff 11TH
AIR FLEET) P
(Chief of staff - "
COMBINED FLEET)
' (Naval General Staff)

1‘74")?4' -\’-V \‘f
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AUGUST 10, 1942 (Continued)
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i - - Ko. 58 (cont.)

From CINC 8TH FLEET. Passed to
8TH FLEET. ¥Outside® SOUTH SEAS
Operation Order #9: Rest fragmentary
but general context is as follows:
Detachment for defense of RYI made
up of (cg 86568—a number possibly as
hicgh as A75) men from SASEBJD #5

SPrCIAL LANDING FORCE, (cgz 77628 -
number less than 60) from KURE #3
SPZCIAL LANDING FORCE, and (cg732719 -
pumber less than 60) from MAIZURD
SPECIAL LANDING FOPCE under command
of (bleank) will embark in two Marus

and set out for RXI.
‘f‘ (62#2396-OPNAV-10ZBOO-MEMO#lO-B-DI)

” It mas observed:

PXI is identified as Cuacdalcanal.
~ (Summary, 110600, August, No. 37)

FROM: (Concealed Identity
) Call) #218 Aug. 7/1800 -
™ ... Eiﬂnidentified)
'(Comdér. Armed Guard (?)
_ aboard KINAI MARU)
INFO: _ __(CINC COMBINED FLEET;
~ 1(CINC 11TH AIR FLEET
'(CINC 4TH FLEET)
' (COMTA #7 BASE FORCE at
Chichijima)
.iﬁs[ ST . ) (COMDR #8 BASE FORCE at
R S - Rabaul) -
i - ) (CO¥DR 5TH AIR ATTACK:
q FORCE) g = St

s

From CINC 8TH FLEET. Passed to:

( ""“"" Geed %
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§ ez T No. 5% (cont.)

Rest ‘ramentary but following is gist:
The KIN MARU which 1s in or due at
PT (Truk) and is scheduled to go to RR
(Rabaul) will, in accordance with "Out-
side™ SOUTE SEAS FOKCE Despatch Order
#4, embarz the YOKOSUKA #5 SPRCIAL
LARDING FORCE and the #____ Communica-
tion Corps and proceed ER (Rabaul).
éGZf2397-0PNAV-10ZBAZ-EEMO#IO-A-DI)
Summary, 110600, August, No. 38)

Another enemy unit; which vas thought to be
a fleet tenkzr, snnounced its pbsition and speed, and

(’« its intention to rendezvous with other units en route

to Guacdalecznal,

No. 60
#227 Aug. 9
FROM: 'ESTH BASE FORCE, Rabaul)
TO \(questionable Fleet Tanker) )

"R Area Defense Force Order __ .

(04260 special table). Position
noon Sth, 05-26 North, 146 to 150 East,
speed 10. ©Scheduled arrive Kavieng
1500, 11th. ___ will leave Rabaul to-
morro¥, 10th, nroceed to Northward of
Kavieng and rendezvous with the 04860."

(BEL-102032-DI-MEX0#11-2)
It vas pointed out:

WA

- 5 ...:c’..'.'.; e
The call \was associated .
‘with the SASEB) #5 SPECIAL LANDING..

_“.'ﬁ‘J’-}_— e o Ten
ke o’ R

( gl oYt
P e ™ .
?.3' R SR
B TR

o bl
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A . AUGUST 10, 1942 (Continued)

e ) No. 60 (cont.)

FORCE in July and since part of
the SASEBO SPECIAL LANDING FORCE
is known to be enroute to defend
RXI (Guadalecanal Is.), this unit
mzy also be part of the landing
Force enroute to Guadalcanal Is.
One of the ships of this Force
has already been reported sunk
by an Allied submarine. Roger
Area 1s Rabaul Area.

(Summary, 111400, August, No. 42)

Another movement report indicated that
(ﬂﬁ a Jepanese reinforcements were being sent into the

New Gulnea area.

No. 61
FROM: ] #218 Aug. 9

Although fragmentary, believed

to indicate movement toward Lae,
Buna, Gona, and participation of
8TH BASE FORCE in occupation of
Moresby. Hypo has noticed reap- -
pearance of IKKI in Solomons Area.
This is same fellow who was in
Rabaul Arez last May, and later in

_ Aleutians Area.

i A COM14-100746-DI-MENO#10-2)

< Pats s o2

ﬁﬁa*°7fg’ _ It was declared: o
= ij FoaC o 5 E A a-":‘ ke
S : is 8TH BASE FORCE at -

g < Rabaul. " A unit which appeared to
(:- be a destroyer unit, less 4 ships,
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No. 61 (cont.) -
indicated it would arrive about
0600 at Guam, August 8th, and de-
part from there about 0900 with
possibly IXKI DETACHMENT embarked.
Destination Rabaul Area. . This
message was not fully readable.
(Summary, 101400, August, No. 17)

The usual activity of the Marus continued on
this day. One MARU _was en route to Rabaul
fron Makassar via Palaoj another MARU  eft

{r“ the Truk Communication Zone and entered Jaluit; the .
MARU " departed from Truk and was in the
Fabaul area, to shich the KAMIXA™A MART was ordered
to proceed, and the KAGU EARU was at Koepang or

Kendari.

No. 62

Traffic routing and association
indicate: Maru ienroute Rabaul
to Makassar via Pzlao. ’
EBWL -101055-TI)

Summary, 110600, August, No. 54)

B TR RT

Ezﬂlf‘*ﬂ' No. 63 ; ,

R St

S Sl - YARU \shifted from Truk to
e Jaluit Comm Zone at 1800, 9th.idi, . i
' (BEL—lOlll’I-TI) _‘ iR

( ,ﬁ.: e oS R

e | 173
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AUGUST 10, 1942 (Continued)

No. 63 (cont.)
'It was stated:

Previously reported in R.I.

Summary 091400/C August, page 8,
ten 24.

(Summary, 110600, August, No, 28)

No. 64

: MARD 'din Rabaul Area
10 August by routing.
(GL#611—0PNAV-101457-TI)

(,u It was mentioned:

This MARU left Maizuru about
16 July for Palao 22 July and ap=-
pareqtlv went to Truk and then to
Febaul on 6 August.
(Summzry, 101400, August, No. 38)

. L3 ek #353 August 9th/2100
FRIM: | (COMDR 11TH AIR
s FLEET)
O ) % KA¥TKATA WARU)
: CINC COYBINED FLEET)

tcxnc 2ND FLEET) -
‘(COMAIRON 11)

(CINC ATE FLEET

:(CINC 8TH FLEET

. . (Tokyo Naval General

R et e - staff) -
f et irea ) = =" ") (=== 11TH AIFR FL’ET)

"FBG" Despatch Order # *'tﬂ';
Fragmentary, but believe about 8 t’
followst R

174




S YLY L
. 2 . L]

.

o 1L

' OR
J ,,ET%%%E;%ér 1944

s “‘ . -

AUGUST 10, 1942 (Continued)

No. 65 (cont.)

~ WEAMTKA¥A MART ~ .- . iproceed
to RR (Rabaul). Further orders will
be issued after arrival there.,"
(6Z#2399-0PNAV=1023/2=-HEM0#10=4=DI)

It was noted:

T.I. on 9=10 August indicated
that KALUIKAWA MARU might proceed to
New Britain Area possibly to provide
transportation and tender services
for AIRON 1l which has been indicated
br T.,I. as ordered from Yokosuka to
the New Britain Area.

(Summary, 110600, August, No. 33)

No. 66

CINC 2¥D FLEET ), 1 &L
1500/9th sédressed XAGU MARU 7
at Koepzng or Kendari 1, Info:
COMCRUDIV 7 |, COMAIRRON 11
) ) COHDESDIV 2 'y CINC
4th , CINC SOUTTERH EXPEDI-
"TIONARY FOECL ) CINC COMBINED

{and Naval General Staff. At
1340/9th KAGU MARU addressed Chief of
Staff COMBINED and 2ND FLFET, COMCRUDIV
7, COMDESDIV 2, Info: GOﬁDESRGN 4 and
unidentified or garbled Jjo Indi-
cation is that CRUDIV 7.and DESDIV 2
are coming East to Java Sea, or KAGU
KARU is going vest to Malaya.
{GT#612-OPNAV-101622-TI)

Summary, 101400, August, No. 42)

.{l’ 3
}had 1eftAIdkosuka en

" ; “'., . o

, which: uas'thought to

An air tender '
route to Jaluit, and the

be either a .fleet tanker or tender, announced thal-ﬁ.s.

'
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AUGUST 10, 1942 (Continued)

would arrive on August 11 at a place tentatively iden-
tified as either Kavieng or Avau,

. No. 67

Traffic routing and associations
indicate: Maru airtender Jis
enroute to Jaluit from Yokosuka wia
Chichijima and Saipan.
(BEL-101055-TI)

It was noted:

: Maru wes by TI on July 23rd,
W in Yokosuka Ares, .
{— ) , (Summary, 110600, August, No. 23)

Ko. 68
. #195 Aug.9/1820
FROM: _ . _I(Fleet Tanker or Tender)
™ 3 ' (8TE FLEET)
" (BASE FORCE #8 at Rabaul)
~_(4TH FLEET Chief of Staff)
|(BASE FORCE #4 at Truk
1(AZUxA 15ARU) |

My noon position on 9th was %° 26t
N 1500(?) 14' E Course 180(%) speed 10.
Expect arrive RO at 1500(7?) on 1llth.
Note: Thesz times and speeds and posi-
tions do 'not quite jibe, but anyway

' 'vlll arrive RO sometime on 1lth,
probably near midnight.
(GZ#2388-0PNAV~101528-DI)

It was indicated: _ s
| . was in Saipan about § August

(q’ ‘ 176
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No. 63 (cont.)

and —as scheduled to 2rrive at Truk
9 August then go to Rabaul, RO is
cuestionably identified as Kavieng
or Avau.

(Summary, 101400, August, No. 37)

The AZUMA MAFU seemed to be accompanying this

tank=r,

No. 69

‘j‘ Lt 1820, tenker laddressed
RS serial ?95 for action CINC STH FLEET
, 8TZ BASE FOECE Yy EN=
ciphe r;d ’Comnznder RO (at_Kavieng5
Chief of Staff ATH FLEET le
plus ATH BASZ FOKCE at Truk ! /
ané AZUMA WARU ~ )% This associa-
tion suggests tanker . fand AZUMA
MARU will proceed from Trult Area to
Rabaul via Kavizng.
(BZL-101055-T1)

It vas commented:
Lecrypted text of above despztch
appears as item 37, page 11, R.IX.
Summary 101400/C August.
(Suzzary, 110600, Aurust, No. 52)
Although there vas considerable radio traffic

;719-%u“_ ' emanating from Xiska at this timej%it"?aS'believed

R 0 Ly TR
']

o “
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that it concerned operations within the Southern aresa
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'i:y:j{';-. rather than cevelopments in the Aleutians. The
Jzpanese FRadio Intelligence organization at Tokyo
ves sencdine an 1ncreas?ng number of reports to bofh
its Northern and Southern operstionzl forces. These
F. I. Summaries from Tokyo were directed regularly
t? the Fifth Alr Attack Force ané Submarine Squadrons
Taree end Seven in the South, znd Submerine Scuadron

Tvo in the North.

No. 70

-

Consicderabls file of traffic origi-
nated by Xiska Comzander . _ !, Comdr
Aircrait of ALEUTILAMS FOFCE 1y and
Comdr ALEUTIANS FOFCE 1, but
traffic leads to belief that major concern
is operations in Southerm Area.
ECOH14~100736-TI)

Summary, 101400, August, No. 4)

¥o., 71
Considerable number R.I. despatches
and increasing number of reports from
Fabzul Forces noted. Tokyo E.I. reportis
regularly include 5TH AIE ATTACK, SUBEONS
3 end 7 in the south, and SUBRON 2 in the
o g north in zddition to usual Fleet Command-
5 _' : ers. .
. gcomz,-lozoz.s-m) h:
Summary, 110600, August, No.
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No. 72

Tokio RI Intelligence - s
active w*ith Intelligence Traffic to
Air ané Surfacé Commands In Southern
Area. SUBPOXS 3 eand 7
were addressed collectively indicat-
ing this information of particular in-
terest to these units. :
BEL=100925-TI)

It 'as remarked:

SUBRONS 3 and 7 were believed
ordered to the Tulagi Area.
(Summary, 101400, August, No. 36)

Nao &

SUBRFONS 3 and 7 still being
extensively eddressed not only by
B.I. STATIONS but by unidentified
activity at Truk.
(C0%14-102118-TI)

It was observed:

TI on 10 August indicated
Tokyo RI Active with Intelligence to
Air and Surface Commands Southern
Area. SUBROES 3 and 7 were addressed
collectively indicating this informa-
tion of particular interest to these
Units. g ,
(Suamary, 110600, August, No. 63)

FROM: _ (Tokyo)
TO 3 T (Sub Force)

179




RN

ORIGINAL
1 December 1944

S

AUGUST 10, 1942 (Continued)

EQ.L—A. (cont.)
Stand by for broadeast at
1700.
(GT#609-TI)

It vas pointed out:

‘was an info addressed in
a despatech from Cine 4th vhich directed
movement of unidentified units.from
Rabaul to Tulagi and from Truk to an
unknown location on 7 August.,
(Summary, 100600, August, Fo. 72)

Urgent orders from the Commender in Chief of
the Combined Fleet sent Jaranese submarines into the

Solomons from surrounding areas to destroy American

ships,

No. 7

FRO¥: (CINC COMBINED) #755 Aug. 9
TO s 8TH FLEET
11TE Air Fleet '

. "COMBINED FLEET Radio Order Number__ .
Submarines will 1mmediate1y proceed search
for and destroy the enenmy.m"
Ecoax-14-1oo739-n1)

Summary, 100600, hugust, No. 75)

No. 76

Despatch from CINC COMBINED FLEET
shovs following associations; Chlefs
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No. 76 (cont.)

of Staff 11TH AIR FLZET and 8TH FLFET,
COMSUBFONS 3 and 7 and .and
SURDIV Iy plus Naval General Staff,
200?;.14-10210441)

Summary, 110600, August, No. 56)

-

N2, 77
Headlings 2nd assoclations indicate:
Condr and Staff Comm Officer SUBRON 3
- _tat Jaluit ___  _), Sub Tender
- lat Trux i
(EE1-101117-T1)

It vas declared:

: COVSUBEJY 3 on 10 August was by
L/7 at 1599F, 01030' S. HAFU Sub
Tender _Jvas indicated by TI i
Truk Ares on G August., -
(Summary, 110600, August, No. 30)

Ko, 73

- Some indication COMSUBRON 3 _
. | vnderzay from Jaluit )
to Truk " /by heading of Communi-
cation Zone Report, Serlal 357 at
1730/9th,
EBEL—ZLOO?E‘)‘-TI)
Summary, 101400, August, No. 45)

HO- 72 _7,—.‘-__'.'-.

Submarine " of UBDIV?.
vas active apparently in Rabaul=-Solomons
Arez. From headings ‘iﬁppggredlto

= B

--

\
i
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Ko. 79 (eont.)
be a division of SUBRON 7 or at least
currently operating under direction
COXSUBEON 7 !
(BEL-100925-TI)
It was stated:
'was considered SUBRON 6.
(Summary, 101400, August, No. 44)
An estimate of the location of several Japa=
nese units disclosed that the Fourteenth and Fifteenth
Submarine Divisions were operatiné from Penang, and

that others were in the locations noted in Number 81l.

No. 80
FROMs '(Penang Base Force) #146 Aug.7/?
% & (SUB UNIT)
INFO: {6TH FLFET)

(Sketchy) but gives reaquirements
some material for both 1l4th ‘and 15th
SUBDIVS.

Comment: Both these DIVISIONS must
be currently operating Penang.
(BEL-100410-DI

It was mentioned:
: identified as SUBRON 1.
identified as SUB FORCE. . - -
SUBDIV 1. was believed to be operating
from the Penang Base on 8 August, =
(Summary, 101400, August, No. 40)

.....
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AUGUST 10, 1942 (Continued)

No. 81

D/F Fixes on Submarines:
__ jin Kiska vicinity.
| (SUBDIV of SUBEON 7) at 153°
. _E, 150 8, (poor)
,a(COﬁS%BFON)6) at 163° g, 120
oor
/ (COIQUBPON 3) at 160° E, on
equator (fair)
(COHl4—102113-TI)

It was noticed:

TI on 9 Avgust suggested possi-
tility SUBRON 2 Unit ‘might be
proceeding Yokosuka for docking.

on 9 August assocliated with
4TH FLEET operations. On 4 August
traffic routing.suggested B at
Rabhaul. 'on 10 August vas placed
by I1 in 159°ﬁ, 0l1030S.

(Summary, 110600, August, No. 61)

A Japanese subtender announced that it had

left the Marshall Islands for Truk.

No. 82

FROAL: 1 Subtender) #195 Aug.9/1340
TO ' \(4TH BASE FORCE, Truk)
B ¥ . : FLEET)
- ) Tokyo Movement Report
- Office)
' ' (sasebo Movement Report
office) -
' (COXBINED FLEET)
- SUBFORCE) AV TTES
N '(6TH BASF FOFCE, Jaluit)

:“.
+ At T
‘\."‘_.“n. Py .'-.r" N 'n.
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AUGUST 10, 1942 (Continued)

FI'O, 82 (cont.-) . RO - =43 : =

Left PQ for PT. T g o v e weruly

(GZ#2383—0PNA7-100840-DI)

It was noted:

PQ is Kwajalein (Harshall
Islands). PT is Truk (Caroline

Islands).
(Summary, 100600, August, No. 35)

a r

LA message from the Eighth Fleet disclosed that
submarines sere in the vicinity’of'Tulagi, but it was
* not possible to discover whether the message referred

to American or Japanese submarines.

No. 83 .‘: i

FROM: '8TH nrsr) 4199 Aug.8/1230
™0 3 $11'm AIR FLT
5TH AIR ATTACX FOR)

INFO3

i submarine (s) ___ ___ 1in the
vicini"t_y of RXB. You will _ .
(GZ#2385-0PNAV-100840-DI)

It was indicated:

RXB is Tulagi. It is not clear
~whether this refers to U. S. or Jap
submarines. -
(Summary, 100600, !ugust No. 61)

-

-

\-—' -

HoweVer, a. message on August 9 disclosed that # ‘

Maru had been torpedoed some fifteen miles from Cape

184
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~ Balnt George and that enemy flying boats were search-
ing for the allied submarine. This Maru was evidently
one of the twe mentioned above which ?ere earrying Te-

1nforcements to Guadalcanal.

Roe, BL cwvi; _"_‘ “ o f:—-’
FROMs (Babaul)e" 4213 Aug.9f0240
"R% Area Defense Force Operational Order ;
(1 | HARU at ' (between 20 and
2300) on 8th was torpedoed by enemy subs
15 miles ___ degrees from Cape Saint
George. .___ &nd ~flying hoatSjare-now 75

searching for sub at the scene.
s (2) On the morning of the 9th the - .. .-~
Commander of the 1ST AIF GROUP will have
3 reconnaissance seaplanes search for the - =
sub in an area ettending 60 miles from
. .Cape Saint George., =« . Lzt
Comment: TUnable to tell whether HAPU
sank or not., , ‘ '
P EBEL-100805-DI) el
' Summary, 101400, August, Ro. 30) Rl b

e S AT M. 7. s PER I

No, 85 _ _
- f Gy B #226 9 August el g

i ‘f—r’ A .4, wxy e (',r' i ,-1-1;.
Hostly unreadable. Is R Area opera-
tions report. . One sentence says the MEI__
MARU which was engaged in carrying out
operations ordered by SOUTHEEN FORCES Des-
patch Order 9 was attacked by an emeny sub— i
marine and sunk, :- . lofndr AdERLS ZE Ser ity
- (BEL-101837-DI) : e

% T e 4 - NPa plewey.om,. -t e . > (]
s Ll iz e g wre LNy BTN T Ml P ERUT S S |

‘.;-..
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No, 85 (cont.)

It was commenteds

R 1s initial letter for New Guinea-
Bismarck Archipelago—Solomon Islands Area.

Additional Rote: This ship was one of the
two MARUS enroute to RXI (Guadalecanal)
carrying the landing force for the defense
of Guadalcanal composed of _ . (a number
possibly as high as 475) men from SASEBO
-#5 S.LeF., ___ (less than 60) men from

KURE #3 S.L.F., and (1ess than 60)
men Srom LAIZURU(?) BabieFo ;
(qummary, 110600, August, No. 53)

The Tokyo-Communication O0ffice issuved an im=-
portant dispatch to all Chiefs of Staff and all Com-
manders; It was suspected that this referred to a

positive change in some code or cipher system.

No. 86 A e 5 Hae < i, ST
: s T 5 v s 3 vk #101 8 Aug/1900
FROM: i (Tokyo Comm Office)
TO $ Enciphered ®"All Chiefs of Staff
..and All Commanders™,

This was short despatch and maj be
relative to change of some code or cipher
systemn. "

EBEL~100740-TI)
Summary, 110600, August, No. 4)

,.I '-_'_"-‘-;.

' Japanese Intelligence message from New York

arriving in Tokyo via Madrid, eontained'some 1nterest—

1867
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-ff;f:___. ing 1nformation which indicated that rumors of impend-

ing action had been rife in Washington before August e

No, 87

FROM: Madrid #860 August 7
TO : Tokyvo '

TO (Bastern) Intelligence
(New York, 6th)

For twvo or three days there have
. been vhispers circulating among mili-
tary circles and I am doing my very

(’“ best to get to the bottom of them,

‘ The first is that American forces are
going to lend in the Aleutians ex-
tremely cuickly and drive the Japanese
forces from those islands. The second
is that the Navy with a powerful fleet
is goingto give great satisfaction to
the American veople who are now rather
disheartened. T%ry as I will, howvever,
I can find no basis of fact or proof
of either rumor. - No one in the Navy
Department seems to know anything about
the dispatching of such a fleet and it
has been impossible for me to determine
whether or not the War Department in-
tends to make such a move in the North
?acific.

(summary, 100600, August, No. 3)

The Bulletin of the Commander 1n Chief of the

f”ﬁhfgli L Pacific Fleet for August 10, 1942 readg gs follows: S?F

.
SRy ‘\--.? _._:-_\_
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Pa BB v T ctds Y T s s

FROM: CINCPAC _ '100219 August 16, 1942
703 COMINCH ‘OPNAY
£ .COMNAVRT J-ns “0™0h v megies
CDRS ALL TF PAC ' -
+ ~..CDRS ALL BF PAG ¢+ =~ . =3° . -.oo0d
. COMSOWESPACFOR

re's

FROH CINCPAC. NSS PASS 1‘0 CO.&INC‘I, OPHAV,
AND COMNAVEU,

INDICATIONS OF PERSONNEL AND EQUIPMENT
REINFORCEMENTS ENROUTE TO RABAUL-SOLOMONS
AREA UNDER CONVOY. ADDITIONAL DESTROYER
UNITS AND AIR POWER ALSO COMING.. MISAVA
AIR HEAVY BOMBERS ARRIVED AT RABAUL.
KAKTKAWA MARU MAY PROCEED THERE FROM
YOKOSUKA. ONE UNIT OF CRUDIV 7 ARRIVING
AT SASEBO WITH AKASHI (AE). SUBMARINES

 FROM AUSTRALIAN WATERS INDICATED AS VWITH-

. DRAYING TO SOLOMONS. COMMANDER 11TH AIR
FLEET AND COMIANDER 6TH AIR ATTACK FORCE
HAVE ARRIVED AT RABAUL. --

NCR 619 3 A Eulletin No. 147
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AUGUST 11, 1942

An indication of Jaﬁanese intérest concerning
the Solomons was seen in the fact that the Commander
in Chief of the Combined Fleet was issuing a tremen-
dous volume of radio dispatches. It was thought that

he ras using the battleship YAMOTO as his flagship.

No. &3

Noted that number messages orig-
inated by CINC COMBINED since 0840 on
6 August equals volume for preceding
. ' fourteen days. -
§ EGT#614-OPNAV-110117-TI)
Summary, 110600, August, No. 3)

No. 90
FIRST FLEZET Unit 'associated
with Penang and CRUDIV 7 and may be act-
ing as flagship for CinC COMBINED.
(C0¥14-110732-TI)

It was remarked:

The Battleship YAMOTO, 1st FLE?T
i Flag has been identified as o
This ship has been CinC COMBINED!s
flagship in the past.

(summary, 111400, August, No. 16)

Various associations in radip;t:aff;c strongly
indicated that the Commander in Chief_of the Combined

Fleet was in the Fmpire area,
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Traffic for CofS COMBINED FLEET
o 1 sent to Kure by Tokyo on
11 August. >
icm#ézo-opnav-1117zo-ml)
Summary, 111400, August, No. 14)

No. 92

CinC COMBINED FLEET and Staff
closely associated Southeast Asia
area and possibly there.
(COM14-110732-TI

It was observed: .
There gre strong indications
appearing above and in item 6, page 3
RI Summary 110600/G August which place
CinC COVBINED in Empire area.
(Summary, 111400, August, No. 15)
One of the messages sent by the Commander in

Chief of the Combined Fleet was the following:

-

No. © _ 7
FROHM: (COLBINED FLEET; #061 Aug. 11
TO 3 '(11TH AIR FLEET |
" (8TH FLEET)

®Inform me of the situation in

Guadalcanzl Area.w : S T
BEL-110755-DI) B e A
Summary, 111400, August, No, 49)

FR TR
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It vas noticed that a speciai éipher was being
used in many of the messages mentioned above, and it
2s obvious from the list of addressees that the ciphef
was held by some subordinate commanders as well as

those of high authority.

No. 9.

Naval General Staff sent one
Action: Chilefs of Staff COLRINTD,
11T5 AIR, and 8TH FLEET; Info: Chiefs
of Staff 2ND, ATH and 1ST AIFR FLEET
at unknown time on 1llth in special
high command cipher. COMBINFD FLEET
originated in this special eipher

" addressing CofS 11TH AIR and 8TH
FLFETS, Info COMDR 5TH AIR ATTACK,
COMSUBRON 7 and Naval General Staff
indicating this cipher held by some
subordinate commanders.
éGT#622-OPHAV-lll702-TI)

Summary, 111400, August, No. 3)

Analysis indicated that the Tokyo Personnel
Bureau was acting as a cover for the Navy General

Staff. The reasons for such.an assumption were con-

tained in the following dispatch,

. NO . EE . | : "-A _.,._ "{ .

Tokyo Personnel Bureau
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No. 95 (cont.)

strongly suspected of acting escover
origin for Navy General Staff and
others during rast 48 hours. Has ad-
dressed Chief of Staff 1ST AIR FLEET,

for information HIEI === _/- Flag
BATDIV 3), KIRISHIYA |, SHOXAKU
(. __ |= Flag 1ST AIR FLEET), ZUIKAKU
_ \ RYUJO )y HOSHO
TONE (. |- Flag CRUDIV 8), CHIKUMA

) KULANO - |- Flag CRUDIV 7),

and unidenti’ied /in CRUDIV 7.

Similarly, this Burezu addressed
Chief of Staff 2ND FLEET for action.
with HARUNA » KONGO i N
both in BATDIV 3, IEYOKD . . /end
HAGUED _ both in CRUDIV 5, :
MAYA(?) ,\, and TAXAO0(?) B
both in CRUDIV 4, DESDIVS ‘and

» DD or CL. {and tender in

11th AIR FLEET l« Similarly be-
tween these line-ups and those noted in’
early December 1s too marked to pass es
coincidence. A third association is
seen in Personnel traffic to 1ST FLEET

Units (suspected BB Flagship),
KAKO ) FURUTAKA L un=
identified 'and unidentified

Absence of destroyers from these as—

soclations suggests possible necessity
recall from convoy or other duty for
balancing these indicated forces.
(COM14~-111834-TI)

- It ras pointed out:
1s tentatively DESDIV 15 of

DESEON 2. 1s tentatively ‘the

ATAGO of CRUDIV 4. '.“:
(Summary, 120600, August, No. 9)
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Although the Second Fleet StaffTVAs closely
assoclated with the area dominated by the Japanese
Fourth and Eighth Fleets, there was no indication
that the Second Fleet was operating therein at the
moment. However, there were many indications that
the Commander in Chief of the Second Fleet was or-
ganizing a Task Forqe which might possibly operaté

in the Southern area.

No, 96

SECOND FLEET Staff closely associ-
ated with FOURTH-EIGHTH FLEET areas but
no indication of his being there,
200M14-110732—TI)

Summary, 111400, August, No. 20)

No. 97

Indications point te possibility
CinC SFCOND FLEET might be organizing
task force to operate in Southern area.
- (CoM14-110732-TI) '

It was declared:

There have been indications of
tiis organization., See above item,
This matter being checked, G =
(Summary, 111400, August, No. 24) - .
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No. 98 L

Despatch from Flag Secretary
2ND FLEET : ‘y at 2120, 10th,
serial 12, was addressed action to
SUZUYA or MOGAMI |COMDESDIV
2 _), Flagship DESDIV 2 A
COHDESDIV 4 fs Flagship "DESDIV 4
e y HARUXNA s COMCRUDIV 8
) . , COMDR 91st Section (?) CRUDIV
4 (?) . .y COMDR (1st Section ?)
CRUDIV 5 | and unidentified

'information Flag Secretaries
COXMBINED and 8TH

FLEETS, COMDESDIV 17 and Per-
sonnel Offices at Yokosuka »
Kure o » Sasebo ‘and
Maizuru ' ¥hile this despatch
is espparently relative to personnel it
might possibly be indicative of the

forces scheduled for operations in
Southern Area.

{B”L-llO?lA—TI)
Summary, 120600, August, No. 21)

No. 9

CINC COMBINED FLEET active origi-
nator of traffic to 2ND and SOUTHERN
FLEET Commanders., Chief of Staff orig-
inated short URGENT type code at 2025,
10th, for action Chief of Staff 1lTH
AIR FLEET .. .'and informatlon
CO¥DR AIHDW 25 's CINC COMBIRED

, in serial 766, at 1350, 10th,
addressed short despatch to CINCS 3RD
y ATH iand 8TH

plus SDUTHBPN EXPEDITIONARY !
and 11TE AIR FLEETS, 1nfbrma-
tion BASE FORCES &t Peneng o and

s o -
fn & Z .
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No. 99 (cont.)

Balikpapan _ - | plus General Staff
lané Singapore address Jo
No explanation apparent for this un-
usual association.
EBEL—lllOLO—TI)
Summary, 120600, August, No. 3)

A resumé of importaﬁt dispatches concerning
the Commander in Chief of the Second Fleet was now
offersed so that further study of future movements of

{ﬂ- his organization could be made, It was'definitely

concerned with activities in the Solomons.

No. 100

At 1830, 10 August, CINC 2KD
FLEET (concealed originator serial 009)
addressed 2ND FLEET sy less un-
identified = _ b information CINC
COXBINED 3 Naval General Staff,
CINC Unidentified FL“ET e _ , and
CINC Unidentified FLEET ‘e

At 1900, 10 August, CINC 2ND
FLEET (no originator serial 0011) ad-

dressed 2ND FLEET, less _ __ /, infor-
mation CINC COMBINED . ..y COKDR
1ST AIR FLEET )y - Naval General

Staff and CINC Unidentified FLEET
At 2120, 10 Angust, Secretary 2ND
I TR . . . FLEET _ 'addressed personnel
h 3 message to unidentified e (Probably
: : light cruiser), SUZUYA . s COM-
(:- DESDIV 2 .» COMDESDIV 4 i

195
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No. 100 (cont.)

Naval General Staff and CINC COMBINED.
This further indicates passage or pros-
pective passage of CRULIV 7 through Java
Sea Fastbound.

COXCR 5TH AIR ATTACK included Chief
of Staff 28D FLEET as informstion addres-
see in 2-part serial 066 at 2040, 10
August,

It was remarked:

Of the above messages, #4 1s most
significant, since no Cinc's movement
report will normally include CINC ATH

. unless the originator 1s moving to his
{“ area. #3 is probably not significant but
’ may later prove to be list of units which

either do or do not accompany indicated
movement to South. #7 is definite indica-

- tion that CINC 2ND FLEET is concerned with
activities in Solononse.
(CT#£625-0PNAV-112320 & 120220-TI) (MEXNO0#11-7)

It was further explained:

The foregoing items are supplemental to
and corroborative of, the translation of
SAFI 1, serial 742, of August 9th, reported
in OPNAV EEMO #11-1 (RI Summary 111400/Q,
page 7, item 23), wherein it was indicated
that the 2ND FLTET was to leave the Empire
on August 1lth for Rabaul.

An independent decryption of the latter
o message by the OPNAY RI UNIT gives substan-
i T tiz21ly the same translation as that reported

A o by BELCONNEN. The only addition that can be

: made 1s the identification of _‘as the
o 1ST AIR FLEET. S T L
. : Yhile CINC 2ND FLEET has in the .past

commanded the Striking Force 19 ma;ornfleet

3 78 S
P8 il
& )

. davy
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No. 100 (cont.)

DD in DESDIV 2 ', DD in
DESRON 10 l, HARUNA |

\. CRUDIV 5 (Statf Officer?)

|» CRUDIV 8 (staff Officer9;

e ,» AIRON ? (Staff Officer %
n N .f; 1nformation Secretary 8TH
FLEET ,'» COXDESDIV 17
"), Personnel Sections at
Yokosuka, Tekao, Sasebo, and Masizuru. .

At 0950, 11 August, CINC 2ND
FLEET (no originator serial 015) ad-
dressed probably Movement Report to
A1l Commancers 2ND *LEET
AKASHI =~ i, 1nformation CINC
ATH FLZET , Haval General
Staff and Movement Feport Office Kure.

At 1030, 11 August, COMBATDIV 3
(concealed originator serial 356) ad-
dressed BATDIV 3, information 2ND
'FLFET (less ), CINC COMBINED

!y Naval General Staff, CIKC
Unidentified FLEET = ; CINC
Unidentified FLEET " (which is
probably A4TH or 8TH FLEET).

Concealed originator, serial 714,
at 2000, 11 August, addressed for
action CDMCPUDIV 7 .| COMDESRON 3

, COMDESDIV 15 2)s
COMDESDIV 2 . s 1nformation CINC
COMBINED - |5 COMDR 2ND AIR AT-
TACK 'y Macassar Base M
Ambon Rase ), and probable es-
cort destroyer e .

Ambon EBase B addressed un-

identified , CinC 1in Southwest

» 2HD AIR ATTACK .}
1n;ormation CINC 4TH ), and -
CINC 8TH in two messages at
noon, 11 August. Both'despatches .later
passed to COMCRUDIV 7, COMDESROH 35 &

. + " 0%
A

.1 December 1944
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No. 100 (cont.)

engagements, there have been recent
indications that CINC 1ST AIR FLEET
will exercise that command in the
future, and mey include in his force
such units of the 2NT FLEET as CRUDIVS
7 and 8, and DESRONS 2 and 10 (See RI
Summaries 051400/Q August, page 4,
item 13, and 061400/Q page 6, item 11),
(Summary, 120600, August, No. 20)

The Commander of the Sixth Base Force at
Truk was in touch with all the commanders in the
éf_ Marshall and the Gilbert Islands, and, thus, it was

thought probable that redoubled precautidns would

be taken in thoﬁe areas.

No. 101

Enciphered Comdrs all Marshall
and KEA Area (Oceania ?) DEFENCE FOR-
CES appeared in heading of despatch
from 6TH BASE FORCE COMM. Officer
_'at Truk. May indicate extra
precautionary measures are being taken -
in Gilberts and Harshall Islands.
{BEL-llll55-TI)
Summary, 121400, August, No. 30).

The Japanese were kept on the_qlertin the
Netherlands East Indies also at this time, for their
messages spoke of Allied activity no?éh of Saparoea

( - 138
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Island, which was possibly a diversionhry-aétion by
the British in the Bay of Bengal. Two Japanese
sighting reports stated that an Allied force of cone
light eruiser, seven destroyers, and four submarines

were fifty miles east of Ambon.

No. 102 3
FROM: | Unidentiried; £ pug.11/1245
TO - \(Onidentified
INFO: (2§D AIR ATTACK FORCE)

‘(3RD FLEET)

attack the enemy fleet heard
North of SAPAROA (7).
(GZ#2403-0PNAV~111510-DI) (MFMO£11-3)

It was observed:

The 2ND AIR FLEET and 3RD FLEET
apoear to be concerned with the Dutech
East Indies Area. The above place
(SAPAROA?) 1is not located. This mes-
sage is not complete and it is not
certain all of the name appears. This
attack may be connected with the Bri-
.tish diversion launched by Force A in
Bay of Bengal (CINC EF 0301Z/10 Aug.).
(Summary 111400, August, No. 50)

No. 103

j on 11lth, to CINC COMBINED,
COMDRUDIV 7 and others, speaks of. some
enemy activity transmitting North of:
Saparoea Island and directs that 1it. be.’

attacked. Comment by COM 14: Apparently

- .J!- T z‘
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No. 103 (cont.) : £ T

COMCRUDIV 7 is proceeding to East
from Singapore Area.
. \(BASE_FORCE at Ambon) to
3RD FLEET . and 2ND AIR ATTACK
CORPS, says that at 1200, 1llth, one
light cruiser, seven destroyers, one
patrol boat, and four submarines were
after fifty miles East of Ambon. °
Search for same, Comment by COM 14:
Does not make much sense, .
2cou—1¢—110804-nz)

Summary, 120600, August, No. 27)

PO
AR

No. 104 ‘
d : #(none), 1300, August 1llth
é( FRO3: . (AXBON BASE FORCE)
™ 5 3RD FLFET)
{AIRON 23)
‘(Unidentified)

INFO: ATH and 8TH FLEETS

Partially readable, reports force
of 1 CL, 7 DD, (blank) transports, and
4 submarines, position 45 miles (?)
Fast of Ambon at noon, 1llth; orders

search, #(none), 1245, August 7th
FROM: ~ (Unidentified
TO 3 |{(Unidentified
INFO:  ~~ T ;(AIRON 23)
| “(3RD FLEET)

n____ torpedo bombers ____ attack
the enemy force heard transxitting to
PR the South(?) of Saporao Island.™ Latter
"B place south of Ceram. . .
' ' (BEL-111400-DI)
: It 7as declared: s ey

(f - Previously reported as 1téﬁéf§§f§i,

® o | ~200
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AUGUST 11, lgég_fcontinueq);

No, 104 (cont)

about to modify 1ts'commun1catlon'plan.

NO- 106 . toal tads bsitlieny. mizmmomeTy Dl rdr

. W

i 'g;Decengbr 1944

P Al

page 15, Bals Summary 111400/Q - — =
August, "Message is somewhat clari-
fied here since CO¥ 14 locates Saparoa
Island as South of Ceram, The two - -

‘"despatches above are evidently related‘::J

since ‘i4s. an addressee of one ' ' :
iten and originator of the other, and <% E
both appear to be concerned with the

. same-locality. - (Ambon is on the

western end of Ceram).
'(Summary, 120600, August Ho. 38)

e ‘ . N --'".'."

Noo 105 - % i7v. tLoael ° ::~¥= Gl & sEapie

o S

" | (DUTCH FAST INDIES FORCE) .

" Serial 572 and '(AMBOR BASE) NR .

Number 463, both of August 11l. Both
- report sighting or hearing %enemy
force of 1 CL, 7 DD's, and. 4.85, 80
Miles East of Ambon.® - , 8
262#2407—2408 - -DI)(JEHO#II-S) : g
Sumnary, 111400, Augnst, Ho. 51) Ty, 4

-

Because af a-dispatch which was sent to several

-

principal Jananese radio stations and all major eom-

- =3

mands, 1t was suspected that the Fourth Fleet was

e, e o § BETES

:, ale™

5.5 T - s = 3 et 5
T s 2 g e AR i o < o : - [ 24

- Possible changa or modification  vox ;o i
of ATH FLEET communication plan noted
in despatech at 0920, serial 215, from

2017
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- ORIGINAL
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ep s .
. b
= _

»

Starf Communication O0fficer ATH FLEET
B  to Radio Stations at Tokio

_y Yokosuka _ Jy Chichijima
iy Palao _ _ | Saipan
and Jaluit Is plus Tokio Communi-
cation 0<fice _ _{and All Major
Commands Ya -
EBFL-nnos-TI)
Summary, 120600, August, No. 17) .

It was discovered now that the Commander in
Chief of the Fifth Fleet, in comnand of & seaplane
unit, was proceeding to Kiska on August 9.

No, 107 _
#253 August 9
FROM: ! (any Jap man-of-war)
Is concealed address for CIKC 5TH,

who is ordering a seaplane unit to
proceed to Kiska,

COH14-110738-DI)(WEMO#ll—A)
iSummary, 111400, August, No. 4) .

The Cormander in Chief of the Third Fleet,
who was aboard the ASHIGARA at Soerabaja, commni-
cated with the HARUNA, This pointed to the possi-
tility that this battleship might move southwards.
Heanwhile, it was observed that the H;?#Ef was in

the vicinity of Kure.
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AUGUST 11, 19.2 (Continued) X i

Ko. 108

HAPUNA " jras action -ad-
dressee of short despatch, serial 152,
from ASTIGAFA ., at 1956, 9th.
Possibly suggesting Southward move by
HARUNA.

(BEL-110714~TI)

It wvas stated:

ASVIGARA apreared by traffic
routing on & August to be at Surabaya
with CINC 3RD FLFET on board.
(Summary, 120600, August, No. 25)

: _ _i(HITAXA) #42 10 Aug/1330
I0 3 ;{Comdr 1ST AIR FLEET
1(CinC COMBINED FLEET
E COM¥CARDIV 2)
{(Movement Peport 0ffice)
/(Chief of Staff Kure)

Indicates HITAKA arrived or de-.
parted Kure.
(BEL~110152-T1)

It was mentioned:

- . Previously reported in RI Summary
110600/Q August, page 5, item 13.
(Summary, 111400, August, No. 21)

The renewed activity of Cruiser Division Six,
vhich had been noticed on August 10, suggested that

it would take an.zctive part in.oﬁefg%iﬁns;' Messages

File M=
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ra

outlining the preparations of Cruiser Division Six

for a refueling rendezvous were intercepted, and it
seemed evident thaé it vas destined to aet as a

cover for convoys en route from Truk to Palao to
Rabaul. There was some doubt as to the exact loca-
tion of Cruiser Division 8ix, but though 1t'm1ght
not he 2t the port of Kaviené, it was in.that general

aresa.
éii No. 110
FRO:-E! S5 iy
TO 3 KAVIENG BASE FORCE
INFO: :(8TH FLEET)

8TH BASE FORCE
Sketchy message originated by
COMCRUDIV 6 indicates arrival that
DIVISION Kavieng 1530, 10th.
(BEL-110310-DI)

It was noticed:

TI previously on 10th August
stated CRUDIV 6 becoming more active
suggesting now taking part in opera-
tions unless she has been under si-
lence, is associated Kavieng BASE
FORCE and using ‘eall.

(Summary, 111400, August, No., 43) -

No. 111 - SETERL B
FROM: _(YUKAZE) #559 Aug,10/1430 -
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LT No. 111 (cont.)

TO I(4TH BASE FORCE, Truk)
INFO: 11TH AIRON
YUBARI
COMCRUDIV 6
(Unidentified man-of-war)

"My arrival your place will be
delayed until ___ hours."

NOTE: Assume place 1s Kavieng.
(BEL-110425-DI)

It was noted:

) On August 6th, YURKAZE @~

€f' was associated in traffic with the
57T AIR ATTACK FORCE. COMCRUDIV 6
was associated with KAVIENG BASE
FORCE on August 10th and, ealso, there
were associations with Rabaul Base
and a tanker which indicates CRUDIV 6
may be making fueling rendezvous.
(Summary 111400, August, No. 45)

. NOQ 112
FROM: | (Kavieng)
INFO: :(8TE BASE FORCE)
. " (Unidentified)

"From COMCRUDIV 6 to CRUDIV 6.
The first section of CRUDIV 6 will
: depart at ___ on 17th and arrive RUD
sl . 15007 sz2me day. Fach'ship will re-
e TR fuel ___ (after),1500 at RMD, will
take iIn 6,000 gallons (?) water.® .
(BEL-110755-DI Fo nd e

It was indicated: R

® I 205
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AUGUST 11, 1942 (Continued)

No. 112 (cont)

There have been previous indica-
tions that CRUDIV 6 was making arrange-
ments to fuel, RMF is identified as
Lorengan; PMD believed to be in that
same area.

(Summary, 111400, August, No. 44)

No. 113

COMCRUDIV 6 using cover call

originated serials 252 to 259, and associ-
ation indicates this command to be in
Kzvieng Area possibly for purpose of cover-
ing convoys that may be enroute from Truk :
and Palao to Rabaul. One convoy apparently
is comzosed of SATA y tanker j
AZUYA KAPU | _and escort unit 7 7}
YUKAZE » which is believed escort-
ing Maru aircraft tender s 1s possibly
in vicinity ¢f Kavieng as indicated by as-
sociztion with CRUDIV 5
sBEL-lllloé-’"I)
Summary, 120600, August, Fo. 35)

R,
1

-

-

No. 114

Kavieng 1addressed Communica=-
tion Officer CRUDIV 6 -and message
was relayed via Rabaul indicating CRUDIV |
not at Kavieng.

Em#ézz-ommv-lll'?oz-n)
Summary, 111400, August, No. 46)

2; & & '_.- * NOO 11 ' -; ;.

e From traffic routing COMCRUDIV 7 and
(j comranion destroyers are believed enroute

‘; 3 _1'..

o | B 206 .
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No. 115 (cont.)

or arrived at Celebes-Amboina Area;
assoclated with air-tender KAGU MARU

. ~iwhich passed from Palso to
Koepang Communication Zones yesterday.
Ecou-14-111932-TI)

Summary, 120600, August, No. 26)

Cruiser Division Eighteen was also active in.
escorting convoys between Davao and Truk, but it
was suspected, in addition, of taking part in the

reinforcing of Guadalcanal,

No. 116

At 0600, 10th, DAVAO BASE FOFCE
Communication Officer ~ addressed
serial 974, “or action 34TH DEFENSE
FOECE _.!at Palao and COMCEUDIV 18 .

'y information TRUK BASE FORCE
Communication Officer * and uni-
éentified « Possibly concerns com-
munications between Bases lnvolved and
convoys, and may indicate units CRUDIV 18
are acting as escort between Davao and

Truk.
(BEL-110954-TT1)
It was commenteds:

CRUDIV 18 may be so engaged, however,
it is noted that COXCRUDIV 18 vas &n ac-
tion addressee in the message from CINC
8TH directing various landing parties to
embark in two Marus and proceed to RXI:-
(Guadalcanal). See RI. Summary 110600/Q
August, page 12, item 37, v et
(Summary, 120600, August, Ho. 42) "7
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AUGUST 11, 1942 (Continued) _ L

It was further indicated that Cruiser Division

Seven might possibly move to the Java Sea.

Yo, 117
At 2130, 10 August, CINC COMBINED
1addressed CINC MALAY FOECE
y CINC 8TH FLEET o
GOHDESBOH 3 . 5 COLCRUDIV T
'y Ambon Base » Maru
‘at Ambon and unidenti*ied CINC
e Thils further indicates possi-
bility ~ovement CRUDIV 7 to Java Sea.
iGT#élQ—OPEﬁV—llOll?-LI)
Summary, 110600, August, No. 45)

No. 118

Destroyer .in DESDIV 2
addressed CinC 2ND FL?ET
COLCRUDIV 7 Singapore Hadio
1Tokyo Radio ‘uniden~
tified "~ Info COUDESDIV 2
jand KAGU KARU
This is slight indication DD 1eaving
CRUDIV 7 and joining KAGU MARU.
(GT#620-0PNAV4111720-TI)

It was remarked:

KAGU MARU _iis an air ten-
der. There have been 1lndications that .
CRUDIV 7 and DESDIV- 2 are coming East to
Java Sea or that KAGU MARU is going Vest
to ¥alaya. KAGT 12RU, DESDIV 2 of DESRON
4 and CRUDIV 7, were addressees in a des-
patch from Cinc COMBINED TLEET on August
9th which concerned the movement of a .:

i
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AUGUST 11, 1942 (Continued)

No. 118 (cont.)

force under Commané of CinC 2ND FLEET
to the Rabaul area. This despatch is
still being checked and to date it has
not been determined which units are
actually directed to proceed Rabaul.
(Summary, 111400, August, No. 52)

An enemy unit heretofore identified as the
First Fleet Flagshin was now associzted with zetivi-

ties in ¥aleya.

Ro. 11

Penang Base Communication Officer

» ¢t 1700, 10 August, addressed
Communication Officer CRUDIV 7
information MOGAXI .and unidenti—
fied ‘one time identified as Flag-
ship 18T FL¥ET. This i1s first association
MISO 88 with Xaleye.
(GT#£615-0PNAV-110059-T1I)

It was observed:

‘'was identified as "1ST FLEET
Flagship“ on 28 May. The battleship .
YAUQTO is tentatively indicated as 18T
FLYET Flagship.
(Summary, 110600, August, Fo. 46)

Destroyer Division Seven, which was believed to

be in Destroyer Scuadron Ten, seeméd to be_assigned tq A

LA <

escort the KASUGA.
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AUGUST 11, 1942 (Continued) i

i Gy

No. 120 |

CinC COLBINFD FLUET at 1140,
10th, Serial 763, acdressed KASUGA
LARU _ \and DESDIV 7 -
for action suggesting that DESDIV
as escort for the KASUGA,

(BEL-111155-TI) |
It was pointed out:
This association noted pre-

viously and apoears in RI Sumrary
101400/C August, page 5, item 11,

DESDIV 7 . 1s believed in
DESRON 10. !
é*"- : (Summery, 121400, August, No. 12)

One of the divisions'of Destroyer Squadron
Two was operating with Cruiser DivisionlSeven'in
the Third Fleet area, but the reméining units of
-this Squadron were elther in;or en.route to, the

Rabaul area.

No. 121
Aug. 10/1900
FROi: CINC 2ND FLEET (Under blank orig-
, 3 : inator)
‘0 13 .. . (DESRON 2) less DESDIV
I > .
'(Div. Comdrs. 2ND FLEET)
ol INFO: Mavy General Staff - i B ok
T vl e 8 CINC ATH FLFET -~ -
£ e CINC 8TI FLTET
. (COM=14~110734~-T1)

Q(‘ | I B | 210




ORIGINAL
1 December 1944

AUGUST 11, 1942 (Continued) &

No, 121 (coqt.)
It was declared:

DESDIV - 'has been placed
in the 3RD FLEET Area with CRUDIV 7.
Remainder of DESRON 2 placed in
Rabaul Area.,
(Summary, 111400, August, No. 47)

No. 122

Service despatch at 0535, 11th,
from Truk, informs Toklo he is not
Guard for COXDESRON 2 . « This
error in: routing by Tokio of COMDESRON
2 traffic may be further indication of
projected movement by that force.
EB?L-110714-TI)

Summary, 120600, August, No. 23)

No., 123

CINC 2ND as concealed originator
of 9-Kana code, serial 010, at 1900, _ °
10th, addressed action DESRON 2. 4

less DFSDIV = / A11 2ND FLEET Com=

manders _ 'and unidentified ad-

dress ° Inclusion of CINCS COMBINED
y ATH _ ‘and 8TH "

FLEETS as information addressces may in-
dicate DESRON 2 will proceed to South—
eastern Area,

(BFL-111400-DI)

It wvas stated:

| 'is DESDIV 15 of DESEON 2.
(Summary, 120600, August, No. 22) ...

A o3
il = R L L O e
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Decipherment of enemy dispatéh provided impor-
tant operational information concerning the passage

of an occupation force from Rabaul to a New Guinea

location.
No. 1
FROM: ' (8TE BASE FORCE) #250 Aug. 11
TO _/(Unidentified)
INTO: '{ CRUDIV 13;
/(8TT FLDET
_ '(AIROW 11)
- o (AIRRON 25)
g' (Unidentified)
' "R GUARD FORCE Order . The of

the RZJ (Buna) OCCUPATION FOrCE YVILL Gepart
. from Pahaul for RAF (unidentified) during
the morning of the 1l2th, passing to South
of RC (unidentified). The 1ST AIR FOECE
with (21l available plznes) will provide
an air escort for the convoy."
- (BEL-111418-DI) (MEM0#11-6)

It was mentioned:

RZJ = Buna. RAF - appears in New
Guinea sector somewvhere. RZ unidenti-
fied, vicinity RME-PMD (Lorengan?)
Areas. .
(Summary, 120600, August, No. 39)

‘The Chief of Staff of the Eleventh Air Fleet,

PRt §Te E 8

who was at Truk, according to one report was shown to

be at Rabaul with the Commander of the Fifth Air
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No. 127 - ' B

ORIGINATL
o+ Docegber 1344
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AUGUST 11, 1942 (Continuegd)

Attack_Force:

No. 125

Chief of Staff 11TH AIR er 2T
. shovn &t Truk Iy
2BbL-llllO6—TI)

Summary, 120600, -August, No. 16)

No. 126 °

Chief of Staff 11TA AIR "
with Comdr. 5TH AIR ATTACX in New Bri-

tain at 1800, 11 August, from number
series.

(GT#618-0PNAV-111430~TI)
1% was noticed:

CINC and Chief of Staff 11TH AIR
FL*ET have been indicated at kabaul,
August 9th. -

(Summary, 111400, August, No. 40)

The Comzander of an Air Unit _ ! which .
- was a part of the Sixth Air Attack Force, was also

located at Rabaul; the Commander of Tainan Air vas

shovn to be at Salamaua; and the Commander of the

Misawa Alr Group was placed in the Solomons:

BT
- i _“':-_‘_;r‘.-‘-.'
AN R

Station serial numbers 1ndicate 71

. &"- o
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AUGUST 11, 1942 (Continued) & e
No. 127 (cont.)
Commander Air Unit istill at
Rabzul Yy .

(BEL-111040-TI)

It was noted:
' /appears to be part of
6TH AIR ATTACK “ORCE. ;
(summary, 120600, August, No. 34)

No. 128
Comdr TAINAN AIR ° at
Salamauna ‘o
(BEL-111155-TI)

It wes indicated:

: On August 10 TI indicated Comdr
TAINAN 2IP appzared aboard Tender
‘and might be moving from for-
mer location at Eabaul Air Base.
(Summary, 121400, August, No. 45)

. Traffic routing places COMDR
MISATA PIR GROUP in Solomons and
COLMAIRON 22 ~ 'possibly in that
area, :
{(BEL-111040-TI)

" It wvas commented:

. . _1s a Major Command call and
apparently 1s being used during the - .
current period by CO:DE 3RD AIR ATTACK

4 S Ll

e 7 e e &
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AUGUST 11, 1942 (Continued)

¥o. 129 (cont.)

who it seemed might be COMDR NORTHIRN
APZA AIR-FORCES. If this be correct,
then the appearance of as infor-
mation addressee in several despatches
concerning New Britain would seem to be
mainly because some of the planes on
the way to the south,  such as éTH AIR
ATTACX FORCE, Kisarazu Air and lisawa
Air have been taken from his erea or
from just to the South of his area. . g
(Summary, 120600, August, No. 31) '

Planes of the Kisaratsu Air Group, whoue Comi
mancer was at Tinian, and aircraft of Air Scuasdron
Twenty-six were'being férried from the Empire and the
Mandates to Rabaul. | |

No. 130

Comdr, KISARATSU AIR GROUP L
at Tenian _.at 1800, August 1l.
(CT#618-0PNAV-111430-TI)

It wvas remarked:

CINC 11TH AIR FLEET Despatch Order
at 1900, August 10th, indicates that
pilots of the 6TH AIR FORCE are ferrying
KISARATSU AIR GROUP planes to the Rabaul
Area. 4 ‘

(summary, 111400, August, No. 38)

No. 131 - '
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AUCUST 11, 1942 (Continued)

No. 131 (cont.)
AIFON 26 ... are being ferried from

Yokohama ° " jto Rabaul = RN
via Hahajima 'p Salpan )
and Truk _ '

(BEL-111040~T1I)

It was observed:

4s identified by OPNAV as
6TH AIR ATTACX FOPCE. D,I., item 37,
page 10, F,I, Summary 110600/Q indicated
that Tenian is one of the points on the
ferry route,
(Summary, 120600, August, No, 32)°

A group of Air Souadron Twenty-tro at Kisaratsu
was probably scheduled to proceed south as was the Com-

mander of the Sixth Air Attack Force who was at Tinian,

No, 132

Air Command 3 of AIRON 22,
shovn at Kisaratsu and probzhly sche-
duled proceed south (this Command was
shovn in AXAGI ‘last May and
possibly composed of torpedo planes).
213“1.-111040-&1)

Summary, 120600, August, No. 14)

No. 1 .
£ COMDR AIRON 26 ’ '4s shown
¥ ' at '(Tenian ?) with indications

that Command ill proceed Rabaul area.
(BEL—111040-T1) g ol .

- | T o
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AUGUST 11, 1942 (Continued)

NO. 133 (cont,) . - . AN Tais
It was pointed ouyt:
4s identified by OPNAV

as 6TH AIR ATTACK FORCE,
(Summary, 120600, August, No. 18)

-~

No. 124
. : #926 Aug. 10/0800 B
FROX: " (6TH AIR ATTACH FORCE)  a
TO 3 i (Unidentified . W
‘(Unidentified ‘ \‘\‘
n21 heavy bombers and 2 transport 2% \

planes at Kisaratsu Alr departed from I
— for Tenian at 0800," 1% 8

#416 prug. 10/1620 . . W
FROM: ie'rn ATR ATTACY FORCE) . A

TO 3 11TH AIR FLEET) 7
"21 hecavy bombers and 2 transport ;\L(
planes arrived Tenian at 1530, and R %
will depart for Vunskanau at 0700, ¥ \
tomorrow: 11lth." . . \
EB“‘L—102032-DI)(TF‘MO#11-2) , § _\
Summary, 11400, August, No. 39) SR IOR
: : . 2L f
Although there was very little activity in the Vi B
M= ndates, there were some indications that the units . .. 1
N\ ‘-
of the Fourth Air Attack Force would be withdramn \Q\
from the Marshzlls and sent to the Solomons: 5 3 Q\

NO. 1 ; 'f":" ot ; ) \

Very little’ activity in J;ndates,

T B
= R Iy
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3 No. 135 (cont) '

outside Rabaul-Solomons Area.
ECOM—lA—llO?BG—;I)
Summary, 111400, August, No. 37)

No. 136

"Maru air tender ‘of
ATRON 24 ‘at Yokosuka and
association of COMAIRON 24 with
Commands in Rabaul Area suggest
units of ATIRON 2/ may be withdrawn
from Marshalls for use in Solomons.
(BEL-111106-TI)

éﬂm ' It vas pointed out:

4s identified by OPNAY
as ATH AIR ATTACK FORCE waich has
been associated with the HKarshall
Islands for a considerable period
of time,
(Summary, 120600, August, No. 11)

The Second Alr Attack Force was also supplied

with aircraft reinforcements for the érea guerded by

the Japanese Eighth Fleet,

No. 137
e ol Increasing association noted
B, o e b T petween -COMAIRON 23 and
4 8TH FLEET .\ _perhaps R o

=;i:'-:::' cating units that AIRON to be :-~7w’ i
e : transferred to 8TH FLEET operating,g}g
: area. PR

(BEL-110954~TTI) |  \};;?;“pﬂ£
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AUGUST 11, 1942 (Continued)

Fo. 137 (cont.)
It was declared:

OPNAV identifies es 2ND
AIR ATTACK FORCE although AIRON 23
may be this force or at least part
of it. COM 14 noted by T.I., on 9
August, that there seemed possibility
of reinforcemznt to 5TH AIR ATTACK
FOECE from, or by, the 2ND AIR ATTACK
FORCE,
(Summary, 120600, August, Fo. 33)

It was noted also that the Commander of the

First Alr Fleet was actively associated with the

southern and southeastern areas.

No. 138

Commander 1ST AIR FLEET more
strongly associated with both
SOUTHERN and SOUTHEASTERN areas
today.

{com—14-110734—n) -
Summary, 111400, August, No. 48)

Analysis of the messages of the Commander in
Chief of the First Air Fleet led to the belief that

the ZUIHO was a unit in the newly organized Japanese

Carrier Division One.

No, 1 s .
CinC 16T AIR FLEET (no originator 215
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AUGUST 11, 1942 (Continued) KR

No. 139 (cont.)

serial 289) addressed CARDIV 2
‘suffix 81, CARDIV1 i

suffix 71 on board ZUIHO ~iplus

5 plane group Commanders, Info Commu-

nication Officer CARDIV 2, at 1720

10 August.,

(GT#620~-0PNAV~111720-TI)

It vas stated:

Suffix 81 is unidentified. 8uf-
fix 71 is related to medicel affairs
but not definitely identified. ZUIRO
sppeared at Sasebo August 9th. The
fact that.CARDIV 1 suffix 71 is aboard
ZUIHO supports the assumption that
ZUIHO 1s part of newly organized CABDIV 1.
(Summary, 111400, August, No. 10)

Japanese carriers were silent on this day, and
thus, no bearings rere obtained on their positions.
Howvever, it was "suggested that carriers of Carrier
Division Five were recelving new aircraft before begin-

‘ning new operations.

Fo. 140

Carrier activity light. Ro
bearings obtained,
2COM—14—110736—TI)

Summary, 111400, August, Fo. 9)
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Yokohama Air Station '
addressed serial 540, at 1800, loth,
to Commander Carrier-Plzne Group

‘and unidentified ~ y in-
formation Staff Communication Offlcer
1ST AIR FLEET .. .l!» SHOKAXU

"8 . _ i, ZUIKAKU 'and ZUIHO
’ » This suggests carriers of
CARDIV 5 are receiving aircraft prior
impending operations.
EBEL-111106-TI)
Summary, 120600, August, No. 10)

€r, The plane tender KAMOI announced its arrival at
k Imiemi in the Marshall Islands, and two other aircraft .

tenders were thought to be operating along the route

from Makassar to Davao:

No. 147
#425 Aug. 10/1330/I
FROM: J(Kamoi in 1lth Air Fleet)
™ ¢ (11th kir Fleet)
o I(4th Air Attack Force)
INFO: ~ \(6th Defence Force at
- %wajalain or Taroa)
(o _

#6 Base Force at Jaluit)
Chitose Air Group)

. R KAMOI (?) departed PQB for PYI,
= <F e (6Z#2404-0PNAV-111710-DI)

ta o Sl
e ST Ay

f;;l - & . It was mentioneds:

PGB is Ruotto 7 (Larshall Island).

-.‘...".?

4 -
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No. 142 (cont.)

"~ PYI is Imiemi (Marshall Island). The

- KAMOI appeared at Kwajalein on Aug. 10th.
The KAMOI is a seaplane tender.

(Summery, 111400, August, Fo. 32)

No. 1L
- - #426 Aug. 11/1400
FROM: _  J(RAMOI in 11TH AIK FLT.)
TO ¢ _ f 11TH AIR FLEET)
===~ " 1(4TH AIR ATTACK FORCE)
INFO: J 6TH BASE FORCE, Jaluit)
i __/(CHITOSE AIR GROUP)
{ (DESDIV 24)
Arrived 3
(02#2406—0PNAV-111710-DI)
It was mentioned:
See above item.
(Summary, 111400, August, No. 33)
No. 144

Concealed originator using cover
call | (possibly CINC 3RD FLEET
origlnator) serial 333, at 1000, 10th,
addressed CINC COMBINED s A1l

Fleet Commanders (less 5TH FLEET

o , Chiefs of Staff Yokosuka

iln 'y Kure | and Sasebo

) l plus Navy Minister and

General Staff =} 1nformation

COMDESFONS 2 Iy 3 land 4 _
'y BASE FORCES ’at Surabaya . Vs

Balikpapan ‘and Davao _T““' LA
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. AUGUST 11, 1942 (Continued) Agwes v
ek A
;L;\’_’“ No, 1.4 (cont.) T
® Tk KAGU MARU . jand Maru air-

tenders - ') and j» Length

of despatch indicztes it to be plans
for operation and may concern move-
ments of alr-tenders involved. Route
would appear to be through Makassar to
Davao.
(BEL-110954~-TI)
It was noticed:
. Possible air tenders | and
‘were apparently with CRUDIV 7
when that force first went South to
: Surabaya and the Malay Area.
{ (Summary, 120600, August, No. 40)
Many Marus were engaged in the task of ferrying
aircraft into various regions held by the Japanese. A
Maru 'y which supplied the Eleventh Air Fleet,
was at Yokosuka and was about to depart to the south;
the KENJO HARU, which had been assocliated with the
First Air Attack Force in the Malaya area, vas thought
to be near Truk; the KASUGA MARU, which had supplied
the Sixth Air Attack Force, as expected to arrive in
§ B the Empire during the next week, and the KAMIKAWA
| | MARU was to plck up units of Air Bguagqon'Eleven at

Yokosuka, and then proceed to Rabaul,

ﬂ(— | | 223
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- Y AUGUST 11, 1942 (Continued)

VA WPy
L

1A

Alr Bguadron Twenty-six was located at'Kiaaratsu, and,
because it was assoclated with the Fifth and Sixth Air
Attack Forces, it was thought to be proceeding to :ihe

Solomons.

No. 1

11 TH AIR FLEET MARU ‘at
Yokosuka and believed will depart for
South shortly.

(COM=14~110736-TI)

éf* It was noted:

i Belconnen reported on August 10th,
that according to traffic routing and
associations there were indications that
-Air Tender . 1s enroute to JALUIT
from Yokosuka via Chichijima and Saipan.
(Summary, 111400, August, No, 18)

Ho - 1156 R
KENJO MARU ~ " ‘associated with
INDIRS FORCE, #1 AIR ATTACK FORCE -
Rangoon ~ ‘and KANOYA AIR o
(COM=-14~110734-TI)

It was indicated:

KENJO MARU arrived Rangoon on July 28.
Traffic intelligence indicates possibility
B2 Ay ' of her having returned to the Truk area by
? Elp AT August 6. #L AIR ATTACK FOECE placed in

S 0y s the Mzley Area, KANOYA AIR GROUP. placed at
S ~ Sabang. | 2 Gl
’ (Summary, 111400, August, No. ;3)5ﬁx15

o € | | | '- 224
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AUGUST 11, 1942 (Continued)

S

2 AT

No. 147 1 e
FROM: .1 (COMBINED FLEET) #763 Aug.l10

Tow

Ea.

Only partly readable, but indicates

that the KASUGA XARU will arrive in the
Empire on 16 August, '

(COM~14-110738~DI) (MEMO#11-4)
It vas commenteds

. KASUGA ¥ARU 1s an SCV. Its present
location is not know, but this ship was
associated with the Comdr. 6TH AIR ATTACK
FOPCE on August 6th.

(Summary, 111400, August, No. 11)

AIRRON 11 _! enciphered Commu~

ORIGINAL
1 December 1944

nication Zone message at 1100, August 1llth,
to COMBINZD FLFET __ = _. .,', unident, but -
probably 2ND FLEET 'y Tokyo, Yokosuka,

Truk; info Chichijimz, indicates route to be

followed South. - .
(GT#618-0PNAV-111430-TI)

It was remarked:

The KAMIKAWA MARU was indicated enroute

Kure to Yokosuka August 9th, and it appears

she will pick up AIRRON 11 units and then
proceed to New Britain Area.
(Summary, 111400, August, No. 22) -

No. 149

W _ |  Maru.air tender 'of AIRON 26

7f;s <& g _ showm at Kisaratsu'and'ésgociatidn

Ve s
Pt L 3
cony

" T eadn a 3 ._:;.
- L. e
- . LAY LFCE A
; A . -
. .
-
Q L4
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S L AUGUST 11, 1942 (Continued)

No. 149 (cont.)

suggests that vessel escorted by
units DESRON 2 or 10, may proceed
8T FLTET operating aresa,
(BEL-111040-TI)

It as observed:
On 8 August, Maru Iwas
associated with the 5TH and 6TH AIR
ATTACK FORCES in a despatch from Com-
nunication Officer 11TH AIR FLFET.
(Summary, 120600, August, No. 12)
éfﬁ Another Maru, belonging to the FEleventh Air
‘ Fleet, moved doem from the Sasebo communication-zoéne

into the Tekao communication zone. A Maru associated

with the Fourth Fleet left Truk for Yokosuka, and still

another ¥aru _ iwvas located a2t Rabaul,
No. 150
FROX: 1 (MARU of 11TH AIR FLT.)

%11l leave Saseho Communication
Zone 1830, the Bth, enter garbled.
(BCL-110425-DI) _

It was pointed out:
i & = ; ° GZ's translation of thls same
: g serial gives Takeo Communication Zone

for the garbled portion.
(uummary, 111400, August, No. 19)

® | R VY
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No. 151 o
FROM: (4TH FLEET) #943 Aug,. 10
States that the MARU departs

Truk for Yokosuka on 10 August.
Ecoa—14»110738-nx)(MEmo#ll—A)
Summsry, 111400, August, No. 31)

No. 152
Traffic routing and association
indicate MARU _iin Rabaul Area,
(BEL-111155-TI)

It vas decla:ed:-
Routing on 10 August indicated
this vessel in Rabaul Area.
(Summary, 121400, August, No. 43)
An unicentified Maru left the Saipan communica-

tion zone and entered thet of Truk, to vrhich another

¥aru _ ', was also goings
No. 153
FROX: iETruk Redlo) #994 10 Aug/1700
TO ' (Saipan Radio)

From Master of ( = uniden-
tified ¥ARU) on 11th (?) at (blank) will
leave #4 Communication Zone and enter #5
Communication Zone. . e e
(GZ#2398-0PNAV-110257-DI) S

It was stated: T

SEas e
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No. 153 (cont.)

#J, and #5 Communication Zones are
tentatively thought to be Saipan and
Truk respectively.

(Summary, 110600, August, No. 29)

Fo, 1
Unidentified address ' (Arny
unit?) aboard MARU | and believed
bound for Truk, ‘
Ecom-14-110736—m1) ,
Summary, 111400, August, Fo. 29)
éw An unidentified ~ i was noted on its way to
: | Kavieng:
ﬁo. 155
, #194 tug. 7.
FEOM: ;EUnidentified Tanker?)
TO 3 / (Rabaul)

"At the 10th, will leave ATH
Communication Zone and enter Bth."
(BEL-110755-DI) "

It was mentioned:
‘despateh of 9 "August stated
that she expected to arrive at RO
Kavieng or Ovau?) on Aug. 1ll.
Summary, 111400, August, No. 41)
American aircraft were busy attgékihg Japanese

installations in various places at tbié ﬁ;ﬁé. The

L ge

Q{' | | 228
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AKIKAZE reported Allied aircraft atliOBO in the

vicinity of Bougainville,'and the station at Lae an-

nounced the presence of our planes just five minutes

lzter,
No. 156

AXIKAZE ! reported enemy
aircraft sighting 2t 1030, possibly in
vicinity of Buka or Bougainrill This
vessel reports daily aircraft sightinps.
EBFL-111155-TI)

Summary, 121400, Auguut, FNo. 51)

No. 157

LAE ‘reported sighting -
enerty aircraft at 1035, 11th, and
promptly “ent off alr. COEAIPON 25

.was unable raise Lae until 1100,
EBEL-llllSS—TI)
Summary, 121400, August, No. 44)

The direction finder at Jalult was active

several hours on this daye.

No. 158

Jaluit = _\ active with
direction finder traffic between 1500-
1900, August 11. Do,
{GT#éla-OPV;v;111430-TI)

Summary, 111400, August, Ho. 27)

for
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AUGUST 11, 1942 (Continued) R
Submarines were quite activeriﬁﬂthé Eighth
Fleet area, although nothing unusual was noted.
Several units of Submarine Squadron Seven were near
Rabaul. Submarine Squadron Six was also located in
this vieinity, but Submarine Division ~ “jof
Submarine Squadron Eight was preparing to leave
Saigon for the Empire to be replaced by Submarine

Sguadron One.

éih Fo. 159

No unusual activity seen in 8TH
FLEET area., Most despatches intercep-
ted were confined to submarine and air
activity.

(COM-14-110736-TI)

_'It vas noticed:

8TH FLEET Area appears to be
Rabaul-New Britain-Solomons Area.
(Summary, 111400, August, No. 36)

No. 160

‘ ' SUBRON 6 ', SUBDIV SUE 3
' and COMSUBRON 7, continue in Rabaul area.
e A ECOM-14-110736—TI)
g Summary, 111400, August, No. 35)

S
. A A'l(.
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AUGUST 11, 1942 (Continued) i

&0

FNo. 161 o

COMSUBRON 7 using cover call
‘on 9980 kcs., and is in
communication with Rabaul.
(BFL-111106-TI)

It was noticed:

TeI. indicates COMSUBRON 7 and
SUBDIV 33 of SUBRON 7 are in the
New Britain-Solomons Area,
(Summary, 120600, August, No. 37)

Ho. 162

COMSUBDIV (?) ishown in
Rabaul .. and addressed by .
Chief of Staff COMBINED FLFET s
Serial 769 at 2050, 10th,
(BEL-111155-TI)

It was noted:

TI on 11 August indicated SUBRON 6
| continued in Rabaul Area.
(Summary, 121400, August, No. 46)

No. 163

Strong possibility that SUBRON 1
will depart Yokosuka area for Saigon in
near future,

- (COx=14~110742-TI)

It was indicated:

F R

COMSUBRON 1, with SUBDIV =~ 'of
that Squadron, was placed in Jaluit by

'..
4
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AUGUST 11, 1942 (Continued) A

b 2 »
o

No. 163 (cont,)

traffic routing on 10 August. On
August 8th, COM 14 believed SUBRON 1
had 2 divisions in home waters ané 1
division in South Seas area.
(Summary, 111400, August, No. 13)

No, 164

COMSUBDIY +in SUBRON 8 will
soon leave Saigon arez for empire as
indicated in Traffic.
(COM=-14-110742-TI)

It was commented: .

SUBDIV ‘of SUBRON 8 was
placed in Saigon Communication Zone by

traffic routing on 10 August.
(Summary, 111400, August, No. 34)

A Jzpanese submarine ... announced that
it would arrive at Truk on August 13, and the Commander
of Submarine Squadron Three, reporting the position of

some Allied fransports on August 10, ordered his units

to attack.

No. 165
FROM: i (Submarine) #266 Aug.9/1150/I
TO 3 :(2ND FLEET "
i (8TH FLEET = .
.(Base Force #4 at Truk)
INFO: ™~ ‘ (Base Force #6 at Jalult)

L L
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Fo. 165 (cont.)

Will depart PQ at 1500. On 1l2th
at will be 20 miles (about) north

of . and will arrive PT at
1900 on 13th.
(GZ#2405-0PNAV-111710-DI)

It was remarked:

PQ is Ewajalein. PT is Truk.
(Summary, 111400, August, No. 28)

No. 166
N FROM:  _i(COMSUBRON 3) #307,0220, Aug.ll
( ™ 3 . (SUBDIV in SUBRON 3)
~, INFO3 __ ' (CINC 11TH AIR FLEET)

. (CINC 8TH FLEET)
' (COMSUBRON 77)

Reports position of some of our trans-
ports at 0400, 10th, and orders attack.
Reported location is unrecovered but some-
where in Roger area.
262#2401-091&“-110145 - mo#lo-;-nt)

Summary, 110600, August, No. 55

An estimate of enemy submarine locations on

August 9 and 10 was issued at this time as fdllowst

No. 167

g - Submarine locations as follows on
S 8 9-10 August from traffic routings
s In Jaluit Communication Zones - -~

COMSUBRON 1 with SUBDLV A
COLSUBRON 3 with SUBDIVS
.‘and . .

233
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AUGUST 11, 1942 (Continued)

No. 157 (cont.)

in Truk Zone-
COXSUBRON 6. - .
COMSUBRON 7 with SUBDIV jo

In Ominato Zones: ‘
SUBDIVS Jand Jy plus
Sub ".s . .

In Saigon Zonet
COXISUBHON 5.
COASUBROW 8 with SUBRONS
and s
In Home Waters but vossibly enroute
Marshalls:
SUBRON 2.

Foregoing are genefal locations
only and follo“ing shoulu be notedz

| were in Rabaul general area 27
July and may still be there.
(GT#615—OPNAV-110059—TI)

It was observed:

. Tentative -identifications are as

follows- .
i and - SUBDIVS in

SUBRQN 3.
- SUBDIV 33 of SUBEON 7.
- SUBRDIV 26 in SUBRON 7.
‘;- SUBDIV in SUBRON 7.
- {='Sub in SUBRON 2.
"= SUBDIV in SUBFON 8.
j = SUBDIV in SUBRON 8.
! = SUBDIV in SUBRON 5.
(Summary, 110600, August, No. 60)

The Bulletin of the Commander in Chief of the

Pacific Fleet issued on August 1l confgine@nthe
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AUGUST 11, 1942 (Contimued)

following 1nfo:mation:

No. 168
11 AUG 1942 COMINCH PRIORITY
OPNAV
0602 _ (DELIVERED BY NSS)
COMNAVFORCES EUROPE
110145 NCR 13167

KSS DELIVER T2 COMINCH OPNAV AND COMNAVFORCES EUROPE,
ALL ADDEES ARE ACTION. 148TH DOPE SHEET FROM CIRCPAC.

DESDIV 17 IN SAIPAN ARTA ENROUTE RABAUL. CRUDIV 7 IN
EAST INDIES WITH ONE DESDIV. SUBKARINES BY D/F 153
EAST 15 SOUTH and 163 EAST 12 SOUTH. INDICATIONS TVO
SUBDIVS OPFRATING FROYX PENANG., CRUDIV 5 in HOME WATERS
MAY LEAVE FOR NE7 BRITAIN SHORTLY. ONE UNIT OF SUBRON
T%0 BELIEVED LEAVING KISKA FOR YOKOSUKA.

M - 235 .
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The use by Japanese high commands of a spe=
clal type of code system employing five numerals was
noticed in the Southern P;cific. Since it received
very limited distribution, it was suspected that it
was employed soiely where prospective operations

demanded a higher degree of security:

Ko. 1627

Bpecial type 5-numeral system for
use of high commands has shown in Southern
theatre. Probably used for directives and
operationa where high degree of security
is desired. Use very limited.

ECDH 14 1221.44~TI)
Summary, 130600, August, No. 57)

The Commander in Chief of the Eighth F}eet
vas as active as ever, and one of his messages dis-

closed that Cruiser Division 8ix was at Kavieng on
August 10 or 113 "

Ro. 170
' #172 10 August/0610
FROM: =, (8TH FLEET)
TO — (411 Hajor Commands)

' (Tokyo Naval General Btaff)
11TH AIR FLEE'::) "

L A
=, TIE T
'

i
£
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No. 170 (Cont.)

INFO: . = _! (4TH FLEET)
/ (SUBRON 7)
| (5TH AIR ATTACKX)
"1 (CRUDIV 6)

From: Comnander-in-chief, 8TH
FLEET,
(Blank) CRUDIV 6 _| (blank)
“ after (blank) at RO (blank),*
#Can't get much out of this, but at least:
places CRUDIV 6 at RO around 10th or
11th. (GZ#2415 OPRLV 120311-DI)

ér“ It was commented:

RO is tentatively identified as
Kavieng.
(summary, 120600, August, No. 29)

Another message ordered the i, which was

not identified, to jJoin the Eighth Fleet:

No. 171 .
#187 Aug. 10/1330
FROM: ‘(Rabaul Radio) _
L Tokyo Naval General Staff)
INFO: (CofS COMBINED FLEET)

{CofS EXPEDITIONARY FORCES)

Saana - From: Commander-in-chief, 8TH FLEET.
LA Passed to 8TH FLEET, ( “ T {-unit
. ' whose call is ~ ") 1s to join this
fleet (~=-=— rest no good —==-==).
(GZ#2414 OPNAV 121515-DI)

P.
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No. 171 (Cont.)

It was declared:

_ .Inot yet identified.
(Summary, 121400, August, No. 41)

A message issued jointly by the Chiefs of Staff

of the Eleventh Air Fleet and the Eighth Fleet to the
Chief of Staff of the Combined Fleet, as well as
various other operational commanders, indicated that
the Eighth Fleet and the Eleventh Air Fleet were

operating cooperatively:

No. 172

Appearing as double originator Were
Chiefs 'of Staff 11TH AIR FLEET

and 8TH FLEET {in Serial 995 at
1930/10th addressed to Chief of Staff
COMBINED FLEET /; Info:_ Chief of
Staff 28D ., 4TH ; and 16T
AIR ,FLEETS plus_unit Commanders
11TH AIR FLEET \ shown at AIRRON
23 ' and Operations Bection Naval
General Btaff ' This probably

cooperative operating plan of 8TH and
11TH AIR FLEETS. (BEL 120630-113
(Summary, 130600, August, No. 60

',.-

Traffic analysis suggested Ehé'ﬁoss;bility
that the Commander in Chief of thefégcan,Fleet had
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AUGUST 12, 1942 (Continued)

departed Kure by air on August 11 at 0950, and had
arrived in Rabaul on August 12 at 1630, to assume

the direction of the air forces there. However, theré
were many doubts concerning this interpretation and

& discussion conéerning the location of the Commander
in Chief of the Second Fleet will be'found in the
following items:

No. 173

Comdr. 6TH AIR ATTACK
Eerial 016, NR 123, is apparently next
consecutive message after no originator
serial 015, NR 122, attributed to CinC
2ND FLEET as movement report on August
11. D.I. indicates.serial 015 from
®Comdr. SCREENING FORCE", CINC CONBIRED
serial 742 of August 9, indicated 2ND .
FLEET would depart Kure on August 11
for Rabaul. Serial 016 was addressed to
following:

Actior: Conmdr. MISAWA AIR _
at Gasmata . ‘
Comdr. Plane Group at
KISARATSU AIR,
Info 3 Communication Officer llTH AIR
FLEET
Communication Officer 5TH AIR
ATTACK A .
Condr. ATH AIR GROUP Je
Communication Officer 6!3 AIR
ATTACK il '
Comdr. AIR GROUP ~

-,
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Wk e, e e

Fo. 173 (Cont.)

This serial 016 is completely out
of character for a CINC 2ND FLEET mes-
sage. However, serial numbers and time
relation check so accurately with CINC
2ND that i1t is suggested that CINC 2ND .
FLEET departed Kure by air at 0950
August 11, and at 1630, August 12 itime
of origin of serial O16) had arrived
Rabaul Area and assumed direction of
air forces. (GT#629 OPNAV 121620-
121625-TI) (MEMO #12-1)

It was indicated:

gt . The OPNAY RI Unit is now working on
- the decryption of serial 016, and the
field units have been requested to comuent,
particularly since the intercept thereof
at Station B was on a new frequency, 8430
kes., and the transaitting and rec. sta-
tions were not identified. :
CINC COMBINED serial 742, 0950
August 9, indicating the 2ND FLEET de-
parture for Rabaul on August 11, was
reported as item 23, page 7 of RI Suumary
111400/Q August.
CINC SECOND FLEET seriasl 015 of
August 9, having the appearance of a move=-
ment report and exactly the same time of
origin as the CINC COMBINED message,
apoeared as paragraph 4 of item 20, page§
RI Summary 120600/Q August.
No message originated by CINC 2ND
: - ' FLEET has been seen during the thirty hour
A, ik g - interval between the time of his serial
Fon : 015 and that of the above identified ser-
el * ial 016. o .

Ve TiEm e R

by SR, .
S A R LU
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TAETA A eiae

No. 173 (Cont.)

Suggestion that CINC SECCND may have
moved by air from Kure to Rabaul area is
based on (1) information that 2ND FLEET
would depart for Rabaul on 11 August. (2)
apparent movement report, serial 015,
from CINC SECOND on 11 August, and was
expected to move to Rabaul.

Two factors discount this possibil-
ity: (1) Hessage serial 016 has no ap-
pearance, from the standpoint of addressees,
of being originated by CINC 2D FLEET, who
would be expected to make an arrival report
as his next message after departure on

- 11th. (2) CINC 11TH AIR FLEET may have

6 originated serial 016 as his number series
had reached 009 at 0930, 12 August. (It
should be noted that CINC 11TH AIR could
not have originated serial 015 at 0950,
11 August.) Serial 016 has all the ap-
pearance of being an 11TH AIR FLEET mes-
sage. Therefore the unlikely coincidence
of serial 015, NR 122 from CINC SECOKRD
and serial 016, NR 123 from CINC 11TH AIR
may have occurred. This will later be
proven or disproven as all traffic from
both commanders if received.
(summary, 121400, August, Ko. 59)

No. lJL.

DI indicates 6TH AIR ATTACK, Serial
016, contains no encrypted originator
e B which further lessens the likelihood that
B o gt this message was from CINC 2ND FLEET.
> S 'éGT#637 OPNAV 1221.2~-TI) |
Summery, 130600, August. No. 65)

’
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AUGUST 12, 1942 (Continued)

Personnel burezus %hroughout the Empire were

quite active:

Ne. 175

Enpire Personnel Bureaus active all
despatches except .Tokyo appearing bona
fide latter addressing all his traffic
to Chief of staff CO:MBINED FLEET.
£COH 14 120846-TI)

Summary, 130600, August, FNo. 3)

A deciphered message to the Second Fleet dis-
closed the existence of a Japanese task force, the

strength of which was not known:

No. 176
FROI: : #009 10 August/1830
TO ¢ e izmn FLEET) ( D)
INFO: ; Tokyo Naval General
Staff)
unidentified)
i (cinC COMBINED FLEET)
" 7i (unidentified)

Comdr 18T AIR FLEET)

SCREENING FORCE Despatch Order #9.
Between the (blank) and the 20th Forces
awaiting orders will carry out, under the
direction of the force comzanders, ex=-
change of communications for (drill ?)

urposes. : oy %
%GZ#2417> OPNAV 120520-DI) -
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UCDST 12, 1942 (Continued)

No. 176 (Cont.)

It was mentioned:

*Forces awaiting orders" (This is
a tactical organization of unknown com-
position, commanded by COMBATDIV 3.
Will hereafter be called "STANDBY FORCE".)
(Summary, 120600, August, Fo. 4)

An increase in traffic was observed in all
areas on August 12, especlally in the Rabaul region
where communication with Tokyo was carried out on a
frequency of 9160 kcs. Jaluit and Truk had been
noticed particularly on the preceding day because
of the D/F bearings they were sending to Radic In-
telligence Headquarters at Tokyo between 1500 and

1800.

No. 177

Traffic increase in =21l Areas.
icoq 14 120846-TI)
Summary, 130600, August, No. 4)
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AUGUST 12, 1942 (Continued)

"\J‘

V.._.
3

EO_'..];'E.

Consideratle Army traffic in Rabaul
Area. OKI FORCE only Army Force shown at
Rabﬂl—ll .

Ecoa 14-122142-T1)
Summary, 130600, August, No. 62)

No. 17
Rebaul and Tokyo Radio Stztions
observed working each other direct on
9160 kes.
Ecoa 14-12208-TI) :
Summary, 130600, August, No. 2)
No. 180
Jaluit _iand TRUX ~
active sending D/F bearings to Radio In-
telligence Headquarters at Tokio between
1500 and 1800, 11lth August.
iBEL-lZOéBOuII) -
Summary, 130600, August, No. 35)
A Rabaul defense force indicated that the RZJ
Occupation Force was proceeding with air forces to
a spot tentatively identified as the Buna-Gona area,
Another disvatch Girected an unidentified ship to

rendezvous 1n accordance with certain instructions.
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i AUGUST 12, 1942 (Continued) geis
S No. 181
e b #250 (Aug.11/(?)

Is a Radio Order of the "R™ Area
DEFENSE FORCES. 8peaks of the RZJ
OCCUPLTION FORCE proceeding to RAF

suggest BUNA GONA) with air forces.
COM 14 122042-DI
Summary, 130600, August, No. 80)

No. 182

"R" Area Defense Force Despzatch

Order # =—. The ‘= ship)
"will be in following positions: 1l2th
at -— bearing --- degrees, distant

55 miles from =-—— Island. B8Same day
at 1400, 3 - 10' South, 148 (?), 50
East. 13th at 0800 arrive RR (Rabaul).
EGZ#2432 OPNAV 122242-DI)

Summary, 130600, August, Ko. 72)

o,

Proof was now obtained that Cruiser Division

Eighteen was still operating.

No. 183

COMCRUDIV 18 and 5TH SPECIAL LANDING
PORCE associated in despatch from Rabaul
indicating this CRUDIV still functioning.
ECOM 14 .120902-TI)

Summery, 121400, August, No. 55)
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AUGUST 12, 1942 (Continued)

Cruiser Division Seven and the Commander of
Destroyer Bquadron Three were proceeding to the
Eighth Fleet area to strengthen the Japanese forces
in the wvicinity of Rabaul apd the Bolomons.

No. 184

Apparent confirmation orders for
CRUDIV 7 and COMDESRON 3 proceed 8TH
FLEET Area seen in CINC COMBINED desvatch
0710/11th, addressed COMCRUDIV 7, COMDES-
RON 3, the 10TH BASE FORCE at Ambon,
unidentified — ..} information Chief of
Staff 8TH FLEET, 2ND AIR ATTACK CORPS,
and Navy General Staff., Some indications
EAGU MARU will be in company.
§COE 1/ 120854=TI)

Summary, 121400, August, Ko. 57)

No. 185

Traffic Analysis indicates CRUDIV 7
‘and ;) with DESDIV 2 is pro-
ceeding from Malaya communication zone to
Celebes area possibly Balikpapan or
Amboina. (CinC EF 1905Z/10) .
(Summary, 121400, August, No. 58)

It was noted:

The KUXINO appears correct but the
other ship is a cruiser whcse call is
not the SUZUYA. The SUZUYA appears to
be in Eampire, T L
(Summary, 121400, August, Fo. 58).
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AUGUST 12, 1942 (Continued)

No. 186
Association of CRUDIV 7 R
and DESRON 3 = ! with Base Forces
at Ambon i and Makasrar 5

plus AIRRON 23 (Koepang) noted which
indicates those units either in or
roczeding to that aresa,

?BEL 120650-TI) :
Sumrary, 130600, August, Ko. 69)

No. 187

CRUDIV 7 continues association with
3RD FLEET and Ambon. (COM 14 122144-TI)
(summary, 130600, August, No. 70)

No. 188
' At 1540/12 August, Balikpapan Base
Communication Office addressed Communi-
cation Officer CRUDIY 7 ‘in
1enithy dispatch.
(GT#633 OPNAV 122042-TI)
It was noticed:
COM 14 reported CRUDIV 7 and DESROK
3 are believed enroute to bolster CINC
8TH FLEET (August 12). '
(Summary, 130600, August, No. 71)
Crulser Division Six was in the Kavieng area,
although one of its ships had been ordered on August 7
to go to Rabaul immediately. Several interqepted

dispatches were-concerned with the deféils of a fuel=-
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AUGUSET 12, 1942 (Continued) o P

ing rendezvous for Cruiser Divislon Six.

No. 1835

Ore ship of CRUDIV 6 ‘indi-
ceted as being at Kavieng ! Now
using that Station Call as cover at
1700/11th addressing E£taff Communication
Officer CRUDIV 6 with Serial 138.

. (BEL 120630-TI)

It was observed:

CRUDIV 6 1s _.‘and has been in
the Kavieng Area. On 7 August CINC 8TH
FLELT ordered one shipr of CRUDIV 6 t: go
to Rabaul immediately.

(Summary, 130600, August. No. 67)

No. 190

FROM
TO

#199 11 August/1530
EBTH FLEET)

BASE FORCE #8 at Rebaul
Staff Comm. Officers
also Chief of Staff of
Small Comaands?)).

INFO: ~~~ . .(4TH FLEET (Staff Comm.
Officers also Chief of
sStaff of Smaller
Comaziands?)).

Fragmentary but mentions fueling of
CRUDIV 6. (GZ#2416 OPNAV 120520-DI)
(Sumzary, 120600, August, No. 36)

. It was psinted out: ?f
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AUGUST 12, 1942 (Continued)

i\ e WL e

No. 190 (Cont.)

11s believed a Tanker. This
tanker was addressed by CinC ATH 1600
10th information CinC 11TH and 8TH FLEETS,
COXCRUDIV 6 and Rabaul Base. This be-
lieved to indicate arrangement for and
necessity for fueling CRUDIV 6 Units.
Rabaul probable location rendezvous, all
from TI. (Summary, 120600, August, No.36)

No. 191

Two suspected Tankers land
3 ‘are addressed by 8TH BASE FORCE in
g’ association CRUDIV 6. (CO¥ 14 120902-TI)

It was remarked:

The rendezvous of CRUDIV 6 with
Tankers (at RXD; possibly in vicinity of
Lorengan) was reported in R.I. SUICURY
111400/C, August, page 13, Item 44.
(Summary, 121400, August, No. 48)

No. 192

Possibility of arrangements to fuel
CRUDIV 6 in Kavieng Area noted in despatch
from fleet tanker %?) . serial 016,
addressed COMDR RABAUL BASE FORCE %
information fleet tanker ~ Tly Chief of
Staff 8TH FLEET "} and unidentified
§ 'at 0830, 1lth, which was later
5 passed to Chief of Staff COMBINED FLEET
5 . !y Operations Section Naval General
5 Staff s, CRUDIV 6 = __, KAVIENG
: i BASE FORCE _'and unicdentified’
(BEL 120640-TI) (Summary, 130600, August,

(’ ' No. 66) ki ‘
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AUGUST 12, 19.2 (Continued)

The AKIKAZE announced its arrival at Rabaul

on August 12 at 1610. It was suspected that the
AKIKAZE was stationed in & position which would
permit it to send out warnings of the aﬁproach of
Allied aircraft. There was also a possibility that
it waﬁ equipped ¥ith radar since one of its many
reports contained the bearings of a plane:

{ No. 192 #212, August 12, at 0730

FROM: ; f.nxme.zz)
0 3 (COMAIRON 25)

States: P®Departed RXC for RR."
Former identified as place near Bougain=-
ville, latter is Rabaul. (BEL 120938-DI)

It was stated:

18 identified by OPKAV as
11TH AIR FLEET.
(Summary, 130600, August, No. 77)

No. 194

; ", Serial #212, 12th August,
says ®Departed RXC for Rabaul.®
(COM 14 122042-DI) > bk

Sy R

It was commented:

0( o o 250
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AUGUST 12, 1942 (Continued) LI

. '(AXIKAZE) on 9 August, DI
stated AKIXAZE arrived RXC (in vicinity
of Bougainville).

(Summzry, 130600, August, No. 76)

No. 195
) FROM: ! (AKIKAZE) #£213
Aug.12/1610
TO 1 i (?)
+ (CINC 5TH AIR ATTACK FORCE)
INFO; . (DESDIV 34)

; (Base Force at Rabaul)
Cnief of Staff CCMBINED
FLT/All Major Commznds)

Arrived RR.(Rabaul) "

GZ#2422-0PNAV 122045-DI
(Summary, 130600, August,)ﬂo. 78)

. No. 196

The number of aircraft sighting
reports sent by AKIKAZE _ 'puggests
that vessel may be stationed in a posi-
tion to send out warnings of the aprroach
of Allied aircraft and may also be spe-
clally equipped possibly with Radar equip-
ment as one report apvarently contained
the bearing of the planes involved,

(cou 14 120710-TI) '

It was declared:

According to trafflie routing the
AKIKAZE appeared to have arrived at RXC
(vicinity Buka or Bougainville). This
ship has been associated with the 5TH AIR
ATTACK)FORGE. (Summary 121400, August,
No. 52 " e p
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AUGUST 12, 1942 (Continued)

Destroyer Division Seventeen was in the Truk

area en route from Baipan to Rabaul.

No. 197
FROXM: ! (Rabaul) #280
Aug.12/1600
T0 } EDESDIV 17) .
INFO: ' (unidentified)

FR)H: Comnmander in Chief, BTH FLEET.

Passed to 8TH FLEET. OUTSIDE SOUTH
SEAS FORCE ORDER #11.- DESDIV 17 will
at PS _____on l4th _ will
fuel at PT. (GZF£2420 OPNAV 121745-DI)

It was declared:

- From the transleation it is not

aprarent whether DESDIV 17 will be at PS

(Saipen) or at PT (Truk) on the 1lith.

DEEDIV 17 apoears enroute Saipan to

Rabaul. §See above item.

(Summary, 121400, August, No. 35)°

Destroyér Squadron Two was associzied with

the Chief of S8taff of the Fourth Fleet. This was
another indication that Destroyer Squadron Two was

en route to assist in southern operations.

No. 198
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AUGUST 12, 1942 (Continued)

No. 198 (Cont;)

addressed Chief of Staff 8TH FLEET
i« Infos Chiefs of Staff 2ND

FLEET _ ..s 18T AIR FLEET |
'y 11TH AIR FLEET _ i and
COMDESRON 2 fat 2140/12th.

This is first association COMDESRON
2 with ATH FLEET AREA.
(GT#634 OPNAV 122042-TI)

It was mentioned:

BELCONNEN noted the service of a
despatch at 0535/11th .in which Truk
informed Tokyo he was not guard for
COMDESRON 2 traffic. This error in
routing by Tokyo was believed an indi=-
cation that DESRON 2 was enroute Houth.
(Summary, 130600, August, No. 79)

A unit in the Third Escort Force announced
that it would depart for Truk on August 14. This
Escort Force had arrived at Kavieng on August 2
en route from Truk to Rapau;:

Qe 1 5
#045 - Aug.12/2000
FROM: _ r(Comdr,.[)rnit in #3 ESCORT
' o FOR.
. __'(Ccomdr. AZUMA MARU)
| B Comdr. 8TH BASE FOR. at
Rabaul) .

'

_ (CofS 4TH FLEET) . =~ -
INFO: (Comdr. ¥ARU) .
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ﬁ.;aiégJi No. 199 (Cogt.)
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