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INTRODUCTION 

This is Volume IV o! a series which has be~ 

devoteci to the secret his tor~ of ·un1 ted States Naval 

Communication Intelligence in the 3apanese-Amer1can 

war. The first two volumes dealt with so~e or the 

high lights or the Hull-Homura diplomatic discussions 

before Pearl H~rbor, and discussed the important 

battles of Coral Sea and Midway. Special e~pters 

outlined the development o! cryptanalysis by various 

nations during the t wentieth century, the gradual 

adoption of security measures by the J&panese during 

the past dec~de, the damaging publicity leaks con

cerning communication intelligence which have occurred 

in late years, and the means taken to prevent their 

recurrence. 

Volume III began the story of the United 

States Havyts long and difficult struggle to drive 

the JapGnese out of the Solomons, and it narrated the 

co~~~ication intelligence background o! the first 

n~val battle at Savo Island ~hich occurred at night 

just after our troops had landed on Tulagi and 
/ 

.· 
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..__._ . . 

Guadalcanal. Volume IV describes tbe ~ckg~ound . or 
' . 

the second major battle · of the Solomons campaign-

the Battle of the Eastern Solomons, involving air 

vers~s surface actions !rom A~ust 23-25, 1942. 

Each battle of the campaign will ·have a sep

arate Tolume dedicated to it, with summary, chapter, 

and app&nd~ numbered in ·accordance with the sequence 

of the batt~e in the campaign. Thus, all parts o! 

Volume IV will discuss the second ba-ttle or the .Sol~ . . . 

mons, and they will be numbered accordingly, e.g., 

Chapter II, Appendix II. 

Scope of Each yolume 

Each volume will contain a summary, a chapter 

and an appendix, all three of which will be devoted 

to the same major eattle • 
. 

1. The summary is written expressly for the 

busy reader who desires to know the general picture 

in the Solomon Islands as furnished by communication 

intelligence just. before each of the major .battles 

occurred. It is comparatively short and cont~iris 

all the essential information to be round in the 

succeeding chapter and appendix, b~t, with a tew 

• ~ :. • • J _· . •., • • • .· . . . 
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important exceptions, no attempt i _§ made to rurnish 
.. 

references f~r the statements made • . 

2. The chanter _gives 1n chronological order 

the communication intelligence background or the 

period just before the major battle, so that the 

reader will be aware trom day to day or exactly what 

w~s kno?~ !rom this source by United States opera

tional authorities. Each statement is supported by 

a reference to the actual messages in the appendix 

~hich were either intercepted or sent by one of the 

communication intelligence units. 

J. The appendix contains a very detailed 

account. or each dayts findings, and also fUrnishes 
. 

the complete text o! every message referred to 1n 

· the chapter. Though these volumes will be read only 

by -those in the URited States Navy who need to knowt 

it is desirable that they be written as if they v,·ere 

to be us~d -~s source books by professional historians. 
. . . 

Therefore, every intercepted enemy message of any 

importance will be found in t he appendices. Some 

may be rather technica~ for the gen~ral reader, but 

-they have been' included to make the record as com

plete as possible !or the expert. :: . . ; 

·· .. .. 
0: ~ - ; • .;.·. \ 
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. . 
The reader will also be able to know when a 

particular dispatch was sent out by American naTal 

units, for the ~reenwich Civ~ time of origin is 

appended to the text of each message. !his is the 

best check available at the moment on the approxi

mate time at which operational authorities were made 

aware of certain communication inte1l1gence. Future 

research into the communication files of our field 

units at Melbourne and Pe·arl Harbor should provide 

more accurate data. 

' 

-.. "' 
L . . .... · 

' ' 
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Beginning with July ·1, 1942 when the formerly 

obscure Solomon Islands became the center of Japa

nese operational maneuvers, this comparatively small 

area of land and sea was the scene of some of the 

most important battles of the Pacific theater, whic~, 

if lost, might have decided the fate of the Austral

ian mainland and might have delayed an Allied victory 

for many years. !he air versus surface action in the 

Eastern Solomons from August 23 through August 25, 

1942 was such a battle. 

At a time when complete and accurate c~pt

anal:ltical intelligence would have been an invaluable 

aid to our forces, the Japanese icproved their com

munication security and changed their codes with such 

success that operational intelligence had to be de

rived almost solely from traffic analysis. Thus, 

forewarnings of Japanese units concentrating for an 

offensive were not as complete as usual. Despite 

this disadvantage, ho·wever, the aggressive tactics 

of American task forces brought the batt~e to a sue-

cessful conclusion. 

5 
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As early as August 9, 1942 it was !airly ob

vious that the Japanese were reorganizing and rein

forcing their fleets in the Southern Pacific for 

further attacks against the wedge that the Allied 

advance was driving into their newly acquired hold

ings. That a formidable task force was being assea

bled to carry out such a aiss1on could scarcely be 

doubted. The Commander ~ Chief of the Combined 

Fleet was observed issuing orders to his commanders 

in the Rabaul area including the Eighth Fleet Co~ 

mander aboard the Chokai. ~o join the powerful Japa

nese unit forming at Rabaul, Cruiser Division Seven, 

possibly accompanied by Destroyer Divisions Two and 

Fifteen steamed from Kalay, and destroyers escorted 

a convoy of personnel and equipment to the Solomons. 

It was also believed that Cruiser Division Six and 

Destroyer Division Seven were en route to Rabaul. 

Keanwhile, Destroyer Divisions Four and Seventeen 

and the Thirty-fourth Defense Force were scheduled 

to arrive at Truk. 

Emphasiz·ing the development of J'apanese air 

strength throughout the So~omons., the Commander in 

6 
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Chief of the Eleventh Air Fleet arr1Ted at Rabaul 

to ass~e control of the ·Southeastern Air Force. 

Aerial units including carrier planes, the Sixth Air 

Attack Force which had for~erly operated in the 

North Pacific, and shore-based aircraft drawn ·from 

fields as far west as Takao and as far north as the 

Empire, were being sent into this area as reinforce

ments. In response to urgent dispatches from the 

Commander in Chief of the Eighth Fleet, the Hisawa 

Air Group and Air Squadron Eleven headed for Rabaul, 

while twenty-two bombers of the ~isaratsu Force were 

expected to move southward from 'rinian. 

In establishing a lifeline of supplies to the 

air groups and other units, merchant ships were used 

in the attempt to consolidate Japanese holdings 

throughout the Southwest Pacific. Two marus were 

associated with troops sent to repel the Americans at 

Guadalcanal, and o~hers reinforced New Guinea. 

In an effort to checkmate the American inva

sion, the Japanese Radio Intelligence organization 

sent numerous reports concerning .United States naval 

fleet movements to their forces. An increasing 

7 
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number of enemy· submarines were drawn to the Solomons 

from adjacent areas in order to disrupt American . 

supply lines. 

As the ~apanese steadily .amassed men and 

equipment 1n the South Pacific, their communication 

security increased in the same proportion, and it was 

suspected that a new change in code would probably 
. 

take place. Dispatches issued by th~ Commander in 

Chief of the Combined Fleet from the Yamato in the 

Empire were in a special cipher, and there were other 

evidences of use of a special code by the Japanese j,n 

the South Pacific when prospective operations de

manded the utmost secrecy. Efforts to disguise the 

source of important messages and attempts at radio 

deception also provided a warning that the enemy was 

becoming conscious of radio security. 

Although there were no reliable indications 

that the Second Fleet was in the Southwest Pacific at 

this time, it seemed possible that its Commander was 

. organizing a task force to operate in that vicinity. 

Cruiser Division Six was reported as stationed near 

Kavieng on August 11, 1941, while Cruiser 'D1v1sion 

8 
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Eighteen, associated with Destroyer Division Twenty

nine, acted as a convoy escort and, in addition, 

assisted in the Japanese defense of Guadalcanal. Japa

nese destroyers appeared to be assembling 1n the Rabaul 

area for units of Destroyer Squadrons Two and Three 

and Destroyer DiTision Thirty were assigned there, as 

was the Yukaze. Destroyer Division Four was charged 

with the safe arrival of the specially trained Ikk1 

Detachment, and Destroyer Division Seventeen announced 

that it would arrive at Rabaul on August 17, 19~2. 

Meanwhile, the Akikaze, spotting Allied aircraft, pos-
. . 

sibly by means of radar equipment, was reported leav

ing Rabaul for Buka on August 14, · 1942. Only one 

Japanese battleship was noticed in the early days of 

August 1942, and this occu~ on August 11, 1942 wh~n 

a dispatch from the Commander in Chief of the !bird 

Fleet to t he Haruna suggested that this ship might 

move southward. 

Additional aircraft from the Empire, Philip

pines and Mandates were brought in to supplement 

these surface forces, and the enemy air commanders 

nou present in t he Solomons include~: tl~ Eleventh 

9 
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llr Fleet, Fifth Air Attack Force, and the !a1nan 

and lfisawa Air Groups. The Commander or the Twel!th 

Air Fleet was also ~etiTely associated with the south 

and southeastern areas on August ll~ 1942. · Aside 

from these commanders, Air Squadrons Twenty-twc and 

_ Twenty-six and un1 ts of the Second and Fourth Air · 

Attack Forces were identiried with ~outhe~ opera

~ions, and on August 14~ 1942 it seemed probable that 

Air Squadron Twenty-three would shift its activities 

from Koepang to the region around the Solomons. 

The ·location of the powerful Japanese car

riers -was always a major concern of American traffic 

analysts. After the defeat at llidway, Carrier Divi

sion Three had to be reorganized and on August 12~ 

1942 it was eTident that · new carrier groups yere 

training near Sasebo, wh~re the Zuiho of Carrier 

Division Two was being overhauled. However, there 
. . . 

were _many indications tha~ the real stre.ngth of the 

Japanese air arm would not remain relatively 1n

.active in the Empire. Carrier Division Five re

ceived plane reinforcements and Carrier Division Two 

sent bombers and ~ighters to the Marcus Islands 

.· 

10 
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because o'r the diversionary attacks or the U.S.S. Boise. 

But the actual indications of a southward movement 

came from dispatches on August 13, 1942 ~~ich sug

gested that the shokaku, Zuikaku and &u3o were ap

parently prepared for duty outside home waters. 

~apanese submarines were patrol11ng along 
-

Allied Shipping and communication lines in southern 

waters, and several submarine contacts were noted ~ 

the traffic of August 12, 1942. -Submarine Squadrons 

Three and. Seven were ordered to the area adjacent to 

Bougainville, and the Commander of Submarine Squadron 

One v.·as observed learlng the Empire on August 131 

1942 fo_r the south. '!'he Bulletin of the Commander 

in Chie.r of the Pacific Fleet for August 141 1942 

stressed that enemy submarine units were moving into 
.... 

the New ~ritain area and were also· present near 

Tulagi, where an Allied striking force had been 

sighted. 

From the steady elimination of readily recog-
-

nizable serial numbers in enemy dispatches and ·the 

continuous use or· special calls, plus heavy traffic 

from the To~o Communication Section on A~gust 161 1942 
. . . . 

. ·. ' . : .. · .. . :- ·' 
. ··. 

I '" ' • 

·:·--' - . .... 
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it was discerned that a change in ~apanese ·commu

nication p~ocedure r.a.s imminent, and at midnight 

on August 17, 1942 a · major change in call signs took 

place. Since this securitt precaution delayed the 

prompt identification of many_ enemy un1 ts noted ~ 

the heavy operational traffic, the Japanese were 

able to successfully mask numerous .fleet movements. 

Before this change r.as put 1n effect however, the 

Second Fleet was indicated as playing a prominent part 

in the new southern offensive. 

On August 9 1 1942 the Commander in Chief of 

· the Combined Fleet had ordered the Kaga !laru, Cruiser 

Division Seven, Destroyer Division Seven and Des

troyer Division Two to rehdezvous with the Second 

Fleet in the vicinity of Truk ~round August 19 or 

21, 1942. By August 15~ 1942 warning was r~ceiTed 

that a task force of the Japanese Second Fleet was 

on its way to the Bismarck-solomons area and would 

arrive there approximately on August 21 or 22, .1942 

while the _flagsh1p 1 Atago, was scheduled. to operate 

off Rabaul. Meanwhile, dispatches associating the 

Fourth Fleet with the Seco·nd Fleet were indicative 
"t • : 

... . . 

' , 

12 · 
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of·joint operations~ and the Third Fleet appeared 1n 

connection with the movement of enem7 ships from the 

Netherlands East Indies to Rabaul. 

In the Eighth Fleet area Raba~ appeared to 

be the ultimate destination and headquarters for 

some of the most power!'Ul lmi ts of the ~apanese NayY, 

and, in addition~ was the focal point for destroyer 

reinforcements. The following were noticed 1n the 

Truk-Rabaul area: The Commander of Destroyer Squadron 

Four, and the Commander of one of his subordinate 

destroyer divisions; Destroyer Division Thirty; t~o 
. . 

units of Destroyer Squadron Three; the Commander o! 

Destroyer Division Four; Destroyer Division Seventeen 

and one unit each of Destroyer Divisions Sixteen and 

Twenty-nine; and ten destroyers were escorting the 

·tkki Ikki Detachment into the Solomons. 

Close aerial support fol1o~ed Japanese surface 

reinforcements. Planes from the Takao Group and the 

Fourteenth Air Group, whic~ had been former~y ~ased 
. . 

in the Karshal1s, moved southward and a carrier plane 

group, was expected from Kisaratsu. One de-

tachment of the Yokosuka Flying Boat Squadron was 

near Gasmata, while a fig.hter plane group prepared to 

move to Truk aboard auxiliaries of the First Air 
13 
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Fleet. On August 16, 1942 the newly built Buna ai~ 

port was ready to receiTe enemy planes. In the 

Gilbert· and Karshalls, Japanese air patrols increased 

steadily, and the Fourth Fleet Commander request~d 
. . 

additional units to replace those that had maTed 

into ·the Solomons: 

Conflicting rep.orts were made concerning the 

whereabouts of ~apanese carriers. Although they were · 

not associated with Rabaul on August 15, 1942 and 

single bearings definitely placed the Shokaku, Hitaka 

and the Hosho around ~apan, destroyer movements on 

Aug~st 16, 1942 indicateu tbat there was a possibility 

of the carriers moving south. The Fleet Intelligence 
' 

Summary of Au~st 17, 1942 issued from the flagship .. 

of the Commander in Chief of the South Pacific Fleet, 

stated that "The Zuikaku and Shokaku, plus the Ryu;p, 
• 

although still apparently present in Empire waters 

will definitely go south,· if not already under way 

in that direction." · · 

Though powerfUl Japanese surface and air forces 

were being dravm into these regions to· forestall 

the strength~ning of Allied · fleets and bas;s, and to 

repel any new Allied invasions, the enemy ~ecognized 

14 
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a need for land and amphibious forces to hold shore 

position~. Thus, additional base and landing ~orces 

~ere brought into the vicinity. · under the jurisdic

tion of the Commander in Chief of the Eighth Fleet, 
·-the •Dei Forcen was to operate in the Outer South 

Seas with its principal objective probab~y the re

capture and defen~e or Guadalcanal and Tulagi. At 

Rabaul the Personnel Officer of the Chichi,lima Base 

Force and th& Chief of Staff 1 Oki Group, •;ere ob-

served on August 15, 1942. The Fourth, Sixth, and 

Eighth Base Forces were a. t Truk, Jalui t and Rabaul, 

respectively, and at Buna the Sasebo Fifth Special 

Lancing Force was also prominent. In a successful 

. ca~paign, the Japanese were observed on August 17, 

1942 reoccupying ~unda. 

With the need for trensportation, fuel and 

provisions bec.oming more acute during reinforcement 

operations, the constant shuttling of enemy supply 

ships to and from the Empire continued. The Kinai 

Maru carried .the Fifth Special Landing Force to 

Rabaul, and the l!ikkai Maru also announced its ar

rival there on August 17, 1942. Several others, in

cluding an air tender and auxiliary, were in this 

15 
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general vicinity. 

Devoted to the efforts of locating American 

forces, Japanese submarines continued scouting pa

trols in the operational area. The Commander o! Sub

marine Squadron One tJas en route to the South Pacific 

to relieve the Commander of Submarine Squadron Three 

as Commande~ in Chief of the Japanese Southeastern 

Submarine Force. Submarine Di~ision Twelve was also 

located in the South Pacific. · 

_As these Japanese activities gained in mo- · 

mentum, American Units counter-attacked. Allied 

submarines were crippling the· enemy supply lines by 

their aggressive attacks. On August 16, 19421 the 

Goshu Mnru reported that it had been a_ttacked by an 
A~erican submarine, and contact reports from a ·maru 

attached to the Sixth B-ase Force gave fUrther indi

cations of American submarine activity. 

An interesting diversionary movement took 

place on August 7-8, 1942 when a raider battalion ~f 

the United States Marines, operating from the sub-

marines, Argonaut and Nautilus, made a surprise 
I 
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attack on :Makin Island. It succeeded in -v;recking Japa

nese planes, shi~s and ·supplies, though its main 

purpos.e v.-as to divert Japanese units from Guadalcanal_, 

where an atta=ck had been planned for late in August. 
. . 

Considering the number and wide distribution given 

to Japanese contact repo~ts, this feint by Allied · 

forces was believed to have been successful. Dis-

patches on August 19, 1942 indicated that all enemy 

forces in that general ~rea~ including the Makin Re

lief Force, the Sixt~ Base Foree, and Nineteenth 

Air Group were brought into action. 

Nevertheles s , from August 18, 1942 until 

A.-rner ican and Japanese forces actually clashed 1n a 

major engagement on August 23, 19421 the enemy con-
. . 

tinued to build up its forces in .the Solomons. · 

Japanese operational dispatches were still emanating 

from Guadalcanal ·on August 18, 1942, and .. details or 
the enemy's plans for the active defense or this 

island were disclosed• A great part of t he enemyts 

strength in both cruiser and destroyer groups _was 
' . 

asse~bling in the Truk-Rabaul area. 

• 
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Of major concern to traffic analysts at this 

time was the disposition of a Second Fleet Task Force, 

which had appeared, though elusively, in traffic since 

August 11, 1942. The fueling of Second Fleet units 

was reported taking place in the Truk-P~baul region, 

and on August 22, ~942 fUrther eTidence of a task 

force gathering for operations under the Commander 

in Chief of the Second Fleet was drawn from the presence 

of the Chikuma and the A+ago. as we~ as the Moya o~ 

Cruiser Division Fo~', at Truk. Vibether this striking 

un1 t r:as composed of any battlE-ships or aircraft 

carriers was another important issue, the answer to 

which r emained fairly obscure until the actual battle. 

Early in August 1942 a ship, tentatively identified 

as part of Battleship Division One, appeared in Japa

nes~ communications, and though the composition of 

two major enemy task forces that included the battle

ships Kongo and Haruna was determined on August 11, 19421 

thGre T-ere no clues to their location or assignment~ 

Nothing further was obs erved concerning these men-

of--:lar until the Summary issued by the Fleet Intelligence 
' 

Officer of . the United States Pacific Fleet on August 21, 

1942, ~tated.that the ultimate destination of the striking · 

18 
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force composed of the carriers Shokaku, Zuikaku and the 

Ryujo, along with Cruiser Division Eight, one unit ot 

Cruiser Division Four, plus the battleships K1r1sh1ma 

and Riel, was still unknown. 

The location o~ enemy carriers and their 

place in the Solomons offensive continued to be a 

problem throughout this period, although their move

ment southward from the Empire under destroyer e&

cort was suspected. On August 201 1942 the .tactical 

exercises or· the carriers, Shokaku, Hitaka, Hayataka 

and Zuiho, were belieTed to be a front for actual 

movements, and this supposition was strengthened ~ 

the aelivery o! messages for the Commander of Car

rier Division Two to Truk~ In a report from the 

Fleet Intelligence Officer of the United States 

Pacific Fleet for August 22, 19421 it was stated 

that the Commander of Carrier Division Two and the 

Zuiho were defini tel.y in the Sasebo-Kure area, but 

we.re probably scheduled for an early departure. The 

Bul.letin of the Commander in Chief of the Pacific 
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Fleet for August 22, 1942 also declared that the 

possibU1 ty of the undetected departure of the car

riers, Zuikaku, Shokaku and Ryujo, su?.sequent to 

August 16, 1942, shoul~ not be disregarded. 

Besides these units, associa~ed with the 

Second Fleet, there were other forces scattered 

throughout the Solomons which were thought to be 

planning to operate in conjunction with this command 

or to act as separt>.te units. In either case the var

ious concentrations of enemy destroyers and cruisers 

had reached such strength that reports of new asso. 

cia tions were wa·tched care .fully since any one of 

them, though apparently operating independently, 

could have become the nucleus of an enemy striking 

force .. 

Particular attentiob ~as . paid to the acceler

ated activities of Japanese destroyers since they 

usually reflected the ~ovements of· capital ships. 

The Commander of Destroy~r Squadron TWo, the Akikaze, 

Destroyer Division S~venteen and units · of Destroyer 
. . 

Div~sions Eight and Fifteen and Destroyer Squadron 

Three were all associated ::-i th Rabaul, where the 

.. 20 
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traffic was undoubtedly heaviest. One unit of Des

troyer Di Tision ThiJ".ty appeared to be leaving Saipan 

on A~gust 19, 1942 for Rabaul,· and Cruiser Division 

S~ven, with Destroyer Squadrons Three and Fifteen 

and Destroyer Division Two were ordered to joL"'l with 

the Outer South Seas Force. Utilizing information 

gathered by smaller units and lookout posts, Japa

nese destroyers $Couted for Allied striking groups, 

aided their Olm landing operations 1 and also co

operated v-"ith what appeared to. be l! Cruiser Division 

Six offensive. In the Buna area Destroyer Division 

·Eight acted as a radio guard for the Sasebo Fifth 

Special Landing Force, which was associa ted throughout 

August 1942 lf1 th Cruiser Division Eighteen • . 

Although the enemy's main preoccupation was 

with these new drives in the Solomons, heavy Ships o! 

the ~Sapanese fleet als? gathered at ~ruk, the 

Marshalls and ports closer to the Empire, either pre- . 

para tory to joining the current campaign further 

south, or tO guard Japan's outposts. On August 20, 1942 

the flagships of both C1~ser Division Five and· 
·, 

·. ··., , 

: ': ..,. .: 
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Destroyer Squadron Four were at Truk with Destroyer 

Division Seven and a division of Destroyer Squadron 

Three"located in the same Yicinity. Escorted b1 two 

destroyers, Cruiser Division Seven was reported as 

approaching Truk on August 22, 1942 while the light 

cruiser Kashima was headed ~or some unidentified port 

in the South Pacific • . 

While the Eleventh Fleet Chief of Starr· and 
the Fourth Air Attack .Foree Commander directed oper

ations at Rabaul, the enemy continued to draw in 

additional planes and equipment from other fields 

to the Solomons. Active in this area on August 13,_ 

1942 were the Fifth Air Attack Force, which was pre

pared £or operations, and the Sixth Air Attack Force 

which :was concerned vii th plane transfers :from the 

Empire. Aircraft supplies were torNarded to the · 

Kisaratsu and Yisawa Air Groups at Kavieng and fur

ther air activity was also observed at Gizo. Japa

nese planes were patrolling this area and fre~uent 

contacts were reported in the vicinity of New Guin$a. 

Between the Marshalls and Rabaul enemy planes main-

tained shuttle flights. Yeanwhile, the pro~nence 

. ·.~ . ' · . . . . · 
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o! the ColHlant1er or the . 'fakao . Air Group and .Ur 
. . 

Squadron Twenty-three at Xendar1 in the lletherlands 

East Indies suggested that planes !roll these bases 

aight be used tor future attacks on Allied positions~ 
. . 

· It was-suggested that ·J..rmy units were bein& 

.sent !'rOll both the Philippines apd the Beth~rlands 

East Indies to bold Japanese bases 1n the South . 
Pacific. The presence o!' the Commander or the ~at-

suki Detaclm~t, an · a~ transport~t1on unit, ~d the 

Co~ander of .the First Debarkation Party at Palao, 

indicated that some convoys woul.d originate froll ·there. · 

On August 22, 1942 the Yokosuka Firth Special Landing 

Force and the E1ghty-fo~th Base Force were associa

ted with southern ar:ry operations and the Sasebo ~orce - . .. 
remained· at Buna. 

. . 
Although not yet completely 14en-· 

titled, one group lmown as the S1~ J'~rce was al,fo 

believed to be concern~ with ·an 1~pend1ng o!f~s1ve ·• 

As days p~ssed, J'apanese. submarines attempted 

to inflict losses on Ameriean ·ships and ~o halt their 

. flow o~ supplies, and to carry out these ·important 

activities they adopted certain secur1tr precautions .· 

to disguise their identity when . transBiitting or rec.eiving 
~ · ... - ::-. . -

23 
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Yec:mwhile, American planes and submarines 

undertook the .task _of preventing the. Japanese from 

succeeding in their reinforcement plans. The delay-

ing action off Makin Island was important, but day 

by day Americ~n units harassed the enemy partly to 

destroy Ja~anese bases, and partly to conceal the 

reinforcement of ~erican bases . and naval forces • . 
On August 22,· 1942 it ~~s known that a Japa-

nese striking force ~as ready for ~ction, · and it was 

evident that -it was composed o.f a majo·r portion or 

the enemy's cruiser and destroyer strength. The 

possibility of battleship protection had not been 

overlooked, for a dispatch from the Commander in 

Chief of the Third Fleet o.n August 11, 1942 had 1nd1-

cated that the Haruna would move southward~ The 

Summary issued on August 22, 1942 by the Fleet In

telligence Ofricer of the United St~tes Pac1f~e 

Fleet associated the Kirishima end Riel with the 

• three carriers that the Bulletin of the Commander 

in Chief of the Pacific Fleet had suggested were 

moving south. 
I 

Yet it was the location, number and assignment 

_______________ ____:_ _ _ ______ __ - -
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·-
. 0~ 3apanese carriers that remained th& real problem 

for American traffic analysts, since a new enemy · 

eodea temporarily resisting cryptanalysis, made it 

impossible to read 1apanese operational messages. 

There were incomplete indications that the 3apanese 

carriers were 1n the Empire conducting training 

exerci~es, and it was remembered similar carrier 
/ 

exercise traffic had t~en place before the battle . 

of Uidway. It was suspected, therefore, that the 

Japanese car~ier !'leet would .not .rema1n ··1nactive in · 

the Empire during a maJor ba~tle 1n the Solomons. 

Dispatches on August 13, 1942 had suggested "'-. 

·that J apanese carriers were preparing tor duty out- . • 

side Empire waters, and this belief was strengthened 

by destroyer escorting movements on August 16, 1942. 

On August ~7, 1942 the Summary o! the Pacific Fleet 

Intelligence Officer stated that the Zuikaku •. 

Shokaku and RyuJo were possibly already en route • 

south, and this probability was restated in the 

Bulletin of the Commander in Chief of the pacific 

Fleet on August 22. 1942. 

Destroyers of the United Stat~s . Navy. engaged 1n 
. , 

·: . . . ...... . 
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e~mbat operations in the Solomon Islands during the 

night or August 21-22~ 1942. The U,s.s. Elue, Flag

ship of Commander Destroyer Division Seven, accompanied 
. -

by the U,S.S, Henley and u,s.s. Helm, was operating 

as an escort ror a convoy consisting of the u.s.s, 
. 1 

Fomalhaut and .Uhena • . 

. ·.At 2313 (Zone - 11) 1 latitude. 09:_40:00 .south, 
. . 

.longitude 16lt02s00 east, ~he Blue and Henley de- · · 

parted !rom Tas~ ~orce 62.1.7 to ·proceed in accord- · 
. . 

ance with a COMSOPAC dispatch of -210332 August, 

which stated 1n part, 

Enelcy' subma-rines and surface ships have 
been reported in the Cactus-Ringbolt area 
since ·seizure by united States Armed Forces • . 

The dispatch directed that the 

Commander Destroyer Division Seven 
send· forward two destroyers to arrive . 
earliest hour tonight consistent fuel limi
tations to unloading ar&a. Destroy enemy . 
forces approaching !or landing or in opposi-

. tion to our f'orees. · 

1- Cincpac .File Al6-3/SOL, Lll-1/BD/(90) • 
. · Serial :f/-02761; Cincpac File PAC-90-lH · 

. Al6-3/SOL; Comsop&c File Al6-3 Serial 
· #0046b, Serial-03370; USS Henley, FB7/ 

Al6-3~ Serial #(017); U8S Henley, DD387/ 
Al6, Serial (#041)-(#042); USS Henley, 
DD 39l/Al6/P20, Serial (016~): ComTask · 
Force 62, FE25l Al6(.3) -~· Serial #00277 • . 

. . 
. ' . 
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J.t 0140 (Zone-11) August ~~ .1942 ~he Bly• . 

led ·the Henley by 6oo yards as ·it ~ntered the eastern 
. . . . 0 

end or. Lengo Channel on course 270 true, speed 20 . 

knots. A column o! ships about S0 on the starboard 

bow was sighted two to three miles _away. General. 

Quarters was sounded, both ·ships swung left to 

bring their batteries to bear on the sighted ~es

se;ts, and challenges were made by nashing light. 
I . 

Although no reply was received !rom these ships# 

they were recognized .as friendly units in Transport 

Division Twelve, namely .the Manley, Stringham and 

McFarland. They were allowed to proceed t? s~a, and 
· the t'\~O American destroyers resumed the coursP. which· 

would take them through 4;he channel. 

The de~troyers arrived orr the western end 

or Lengo Channel at approximately 0230 and assumed 

a speed ot ll knots on several successive westerly 
.· . 

courses. T~e Blue was conducting radar search ahead, 

and the HenleY in column 400 yards to the rear was· 

searching astern. At 0324 a radar contact v.as dis

covered at 290° true, distance 4500 y·ard·s, by the 

Blue 1n ~atitude 09:18 south, 

27 
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Though the sea was calm, the aoon had set and visi-
' bili ty 1n the direction of land was very poor. Both · 

radar and sound gear were able to track a contact, 

caused by high speed propel~ers, aeross the bow or 
the Blue to port at a minimum range ot 2900 yards. 

Although no sight contact had been obtained~ the 

Bluets course was ~~anged five ainutes later .at 0329 

to 350°, and the speed ·was raised to 15 knots. At 

0332 the course was changed to .330°1 speed 25. knots~ 

at which time both radar and sound. cqntacts were 

lost. It was estimated that the contact was a small 

craft possessing a speed of .20 knots. 

Despite the ract th~t the contact .was assumed 

to be a friendly patrol boat~ various precautionary 

changes 1n course and speed were initiated during 
./ 

the succeeding half hour. At 0346 permission was 

granted to reduce the spee~ of the Blue so as to re

euce wind interference with the lookout ahead. At 

0355 a radar contact on a high speed surface craft 

it was 51 000 ~~tds forward oi the star-
· . .-·. ~_; ~ 

showed that 

board beam. High speed propeller noises were no-

ticed on the· sound gear at this same time. The con

t act could not be sighted~ but at 0358 radar and 

28 
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sound tracked him on a bearing o! i9s0 true, at a · .. . . .. ... ... 
range or 3200 yards. It disappeared rapidly astern, 

. . 
and !or this reason the Eenley 1f8S warned to be on 

the alert. The Henley sighted a wake- on 1 ts star

board bow at 0357, apparently made by a small craft 

making high speed. Radar contact was obtained at a 

range or 2~000 yards~ when the unseen cra!t was about 

abeam of the Henley. The Henley then reported to 

the »lue that the smal1 cra!t appeared to cross its 

stern from starboard to port. 
• 

· At 0359 the wakes or two~ and possibly more, 

torpedoes we~e sighted by the Blue .as they approached 

on the starboard quarter, and within a !ew seconds 

a heavy explosion occurred aft~ The Blue app~ied 

right fnl1 rud~er, but the order to put on ·eng~es 

ahead full could not be. complied with. The ship 

pitched !orward sharply, ·and was shaken twice within 

a !ew seconds by tremblings and internal heavings. 

Shortly thereafter the ship was entirely obscured 

by a large column or smoke. 

The Blue was now dead in tb£ water with its 

stern blo~n orr, and with a small !ire burning 1n 

.. : .... · 
... . -. . . -· 
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the aft compartment. During the next hour and a 

half both the Blue and the Henley receiTed radar 

contacts ~nich were investigated 01- the Henley at 

full s~eed. However, on E":ach occasion the contact 

receded as the Henlev approached. No enemy craft 

was sighted any time. Finally at 0600 the Henlex 

rigged for towing and proceeded to take the ~ 
2 

in tow. These daring and successful attacks on 

A~erican destroyers ~ere believed to have been made 

by Ja ~anese PT boats. 

Returning to a discussion of the co~~unica

tion intelligence available at this time from the 

messages on hand, it was certain that the Japanese 

were increasing their strength in the Solomons. The 

battleship Y~ata was noticed on August 23, 1942 and 

the Fuso ~as b~lieved to be accompanying the Seventh 

Cruiser S~uadron to the Solomons, where it was thought 

;Jrobable that the battleships Kongo, Kiri~hima and 

Haruna ~ith the aircraft carrier Zuikaku were ~rob-

ably already assembled as a formidable striking force. 

Since the enemy's striking power would be considerably 

strengthened by carriers, particular attention ~as 
' 

paid to their maneuvers. Traffic analysis on August 22, 

2 - !f1E.. 30 



( 
ORIGINAL 
1 December 1944 

1942 disclosed that the Shokaku, with the Command

er !n Chie!' of the First Air Fleet, aboard the 

Zuikaku and the RYulo, as well as plane transports 

were headed for Truk, according to the Bulletin ot 

the Commander in Chie! of the Pacific Fleet on 

August 23, 1942. 

A total of fi!teen to twenty Japanese des

troyers rrom Divisions Wine, Fifteen, Twenty-nine, 

Thirty and Thirty-four and !rom Destroyer Squadrons 

Three and Six were operating 1n the Solomons, and 

Cruiser Division Eighteen, the ~ and Fuxataka were 

also 1n that area. Enemy submarines patrolled this 

area, and enemy landing forces including the Yokosuka 

Third Special Landing Foree and the First Landing Force 

prepared for action. The Summary issued by the Fleet 

Intelligence Officer or the Pacific Fleet on August 231 

1942 stated that heavy enemy landings, whiCh American 

forces had long ~xpected, would probably take place 1n 

the Guadalcanal area within the next twelve hours. 

The Battle of the Eastern Solomons 
.(August 23-25, 19.4.2) 

During the two weeks Which had elapsed s+nee 
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Allied troops had invaded the Solomon Islands in 

~arly August, the Japanese had been building up their 

naval strength at Rabaul for a smashing blo~ to recap

ture Guadalcanal. This waiting p~riod was marked by 

the attempts of the United States Navy to bring in re

ir~'orcements for the marines in the Guadalcanal-Tu~agi 

area, and the counter efforts of Ja~anese surface and 

air forces to :·,revent these reinforcements. Japanese 

air attacks were quite ineffective, but their small 

surface craft . created much havoc by nigh t attacks, there

by retarding ~~e strenethening of the American position 
3 

on Guada.lcanal. 

J~erican authorities ~ere well a~are of Japanese 

efforts to strengthen their striking forces in the 

Solomons, and for this reason r~inforce~ents were sent 

to Task Force Sixty-one, and, in addition, Task Force 

Seventeen was ordered into this area. For two weeks 

after the Guadalcanal-Tulagi invasion, L~erican units 

were enga-ged in establishing bases despite nightly 

bombar~ents by Japanese cruisers and destroyers. To 

conceal the presence of its carriers, Task Force Sixty

One operated to the south, out of contact range of 

3 - Action Report Commander in Chief, Pacific 
Fleet to Co~nch, CINC?AC File PAC 90-wb 
Al6-3/SOL Serial 03102. 32 
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JapEnese scout planes. Therefore, the many land 

bombardments by Japanese ships in the waters between 

Tulagi ~nd Guadalcanal went unmolested by our carrier 

planes or surface ships. 

By August 23 1 1942 the Japanese were able to 

as semble a very powerful striking force, ~1eh began 

to move south to retake their former positions at 

Guadalcanal and Tulagi. Japanese forces aTailable at 

this time were estimated from later battle reports to 

have been as follows: 

3 or 4 CVs (ZUIKAKU, SHOKJ.KU, RYU.TO with 
possitly a fourth .small carrier). 

1 or 2 b~ttleships. 
7 to 15 light and heavy cruisers. 
10 to 20 destroyers. 
~t least 15 APs, AKs, and AOs. 
Approxim~telr 160 land based planes. 
(VBs and VFs) 

:Meanwhilr: Task Force Sixty-one, comprising Task 

Forces Eleven and Sixteen under the command of Vice 

Admiral Fletcher, had coved to the north in anticipa

tion of an attack on Guadaleanal. On August 23, 1942 

it was operating 100 to 150 miles due east of Guadal

canal and Tulagi. 

A dawn patrol covering two hundred miles had 

been made by planes froc the u.s.s. Enterurise. Two 
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' 
ene~ submarines proceeding south at high speed had 

been sighted between latitudes 06-~ and 07-30 south• 

and had been unsuccessfully attacked. These submarines 

were- approxit:J.ately two hundred miles nor-th of Task 

Force Sixty-one, and were presumably acting as scouts 

for Japanese surface forces. 

·At 0950 (-11) a Japanese Occupation Force was 

sighted by one of COMAIRSOPAC's long range search 

planes. Four transports, two cruisers, and three de-

strayers ·.vere 250 miles to the north of Guadalcanal1 

towards which they were stea~g at s eventeen knots. 

At about 1445 the u.s.s. Saratoga launched an attack 

group of thirty-one SBDs to attack this ~apanese force. 

They carried 1000-pound bombs, and six TBFs were loaded 

Y-it!l torpedoes. 

The ene::ny changed course e.t 1300, but the report 

of the search plane of Task Force Sixty-three 

concerning this did not reach Task Force Sixty-one 

until that night. For t hi s reason the Saratoga ~ttack 

Group failed to locate the Japanese ship&, and were 
·, 

·forced to land at the Mz.rine field at Guada1cana1. 

They spent the night ther.e, and experienced a night 

34 



( 

( 

OF.IGI11AL 
1 December 1944 

bombardment by a Ja;:>anese submarine• .A Jlar1ne Air 

Attack Gr~up flew from Guadalcana1 at 1615 on the 

afternoon of August 23~ 1942 to attack the same Japa

nese force, but again it could not be round. Real 

action r.as to take place on the following day, howeTer~ 
4 

when contact with the enemy was est&blished. Since 

no information concerning a Japanese striking force 

had been receiTed 1 and the latest intelligence re

';)orts ~:laced Japanese carriers near Truk, Task Force 

Ei ghteen, including the u.s.s. Waso, was sent south to 
5 

r efuel at 1830 August 23. Concerning this move, Vice 

Adniral Frank Jack Fletcher, Commander of Task-Force 

Eleven, 1n his r eport to the Commander in Chief of the 

United States Pacific Fleet stated that: 

•At about 17 hours on the 23rd of 
August, I received CINC?AC 230345 locating 
all enemy carriers north of Truk, and it 
~as then decided to send one carrier Task 
Force to a refueling rende%vous.a 

~ne CINCPAC dispatch mentioned by Admiral Fletcher is 

available in fUll in No. 1096. It will be noted that 

t his particular dispatch did not include the warnings 

4 - CINCP.AC to C~~UNCH, CINC?AC File PAC-90/wb, 
Al6-3/SOL, Serial 031021 Page 4• (October 24, 
191,.2). 

5 - Ibid. 
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found in the Bu1letin of the Commander 1n Chief o! 

the Pacific Fleet, of previous days, which indicated 

the possibility that some Japanese carriers had ~ade 

an undetected move to southern waters. (See Appendix 

II, Nos. 795, 2nd 1047). 

As the action of the Battle of the Eastern 

Solomons drew into a second day, there ~ere several 

indications that the Commander in Chief of the Combined 

Fleet was at sea, but his location could not be discov

ered. It was also believed that certain units of 

Battleship Division Three ~ere not with the First Air 

Fleet Staff, and that the ~ttleships Konro and 

Kirishima were still essociated with Pabaul, but nothing 

de~inite could be stated concerning the activities or 
any of these units. 

Early in the morning of August 24, 1942 American 

carrier planes of Task Force Sixty-one carried on their 

usual ·morning patrol northward for 200 miles. Judging 

from later developments, it ~ould appear that at this 

tioe the ~ajor Japanese force was 50 to 100 miles north 

of the outermost limits of our searching planes. Our 

planes, having found nothing in their search, . turned 
I 

back to rendezvous with the carriers. .. ' 

36 
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0 0 

At 0935 a long range search pl~ or Taak 

Force Sixty-three reported · the presence ~t3apanese 
'. :·- ·' . 

warships ·at latitude 04-40° south, longitude 161-15° 
. .'' 

east. One enemy carrier, ·two cruisers, and one de

stroyer were steaming on course 180°. Task Force 

Sixty-one received this report at 1015 or e~rlier, 

and proceeded to build up to full ~iler power by 

1200 in an effort 'to close the di stance between .it- · 

self' and the enemy force. The American t a sk force 

inclucied two .carri~r~·, the Sara. toga and the Enter...: 

pr1sez one· fast battleship- the North Carolina; thre• 

heavy cruisers, the Portland~ the lew Orleans, and 

the Minneanolis; one light cruiser, tQ9 At lanta ; and 
• 

eleven destroyers. Plane strength included those or 

the Cactus Marine Air G~oup, 12 VBs, 15 F4F.s,5 :P-400s, 
-

and the planes of Task Force Sixty-three (Air!orces 
0 0 

South Pacific), approximately ·39 PBis . and 30 B-17s. 
0 0 

Steaming at l.5 knots and later at lS, at 1.200• 
• 0 

Task Force Sixty-one was at . 09-0~0 south, 163-QpO east 

on course 100° true. It was then about 250 miles away 

!rom the enemy ships reported in the morning. The 
0 0 

carriers had to turn into the wind to .the southeast 

:. :• . . . , . 
. · .. "-. , . . -... 
· ... .. --
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to launch and recov~r planes, and this slowed the 

progress of the American ships. Demonstrating their 

usual ability to locate and track our forces, Japanese 

search planes found Task Foree Sixty-one by 1100 or 

earlier. The presence of several of these enemy planes 

1ras shown by radar; four of them were shot do1'tD by 

carrier fighters during the morning and early after-

noon. Scouting r eports from enemy planes and sub-

mcrines in this vicinity undoubtedly kept Japanese 

operational authorities fully aware of the activities 

o: our task force. At 1257 at a distanee of only 

eight miles from Tas~ Force Sixty-one on a bearing 210° 

true, one of these planes was shot down. Because of 

the short distance between this enemy plane and the 

task force, orders were issued to all units to prepare 

to repel air attack. 

At about 1130 the Saratoga had recovered her 

attac~ planes, which had spent the night at Guadalcanal, 

and two hours later, refueled and re-armed, they were 

sent out to attack the Japanese carrier reported in 

the early morning. Information concerning the location 

.. 

-· .I t 
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of the enemy forces was still inadequate, and to 

ensure that an opportunity for combat With these 

forces ~ould ~ot be lost, the Commander of Task 

Force Sixty-one launched 22 SBDs and 7 TVs from the 

Enterurise at 1300. These planes were ordered to 

search to the northward to a distance of 250 miles. 

During this ~light they discoTered three groups 

of enemy warships, steering south and coTering an area 

60 to SO miles wide, centered on about longitude 162 

east. One group, including a carrier which was thought 

to be the Eyujo,. a light cruiser, and three destroyers, 

was discovered 198 miles a~y from Task Force Sixty

one on a bearing 3170 true at 1510. This was believed 

to be the same foree reported early in the morning at 

0935. Difficulties experienced With the receiving 

equipment, and probably interference .b,r fighter direction 

transmission on the same frequency band, caused a delay 

of more than an hour in the receipt of this report by 

the Enternrise at 1518. 

A second enemy group, comprising t~o carriers, 

four heavy cruisers, six 1ight cruisers, and eight or 

more destroyers, was found 198 miles from .Task Force 

Sixty-one on bearing 340°. This report, made at 1430, 
: • :;" .. 1 · '· l · 
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was not received by eith~r ~ snterprist · ·'~r · the 
. . 

Saratoga, but at ~~25 ~he §aratoga he~rd . trom the 

reporting plane that it had made an.unsuccessrul ·attack 

~n one or the two enemy carri~rs. ~ts bombs had struck 

Tery c1ose aboar~ to what might have been the Zu1kaku·, 

and, therefor~, it was thohght that some d~mage · might 

have been received by this ship. .At any rate., no !'ur-

. ther . in!o~tion . was rece1Ted as to the ~ompositio~ or 

movements of this force. A third group was reported 

at 1440 to be 225 miles !rom. Task Force Sixty-one on 

bearing 347°. This group included four light cruisers 

and three to five destroyers. 

It wll1 be remembered that an attack group had 

been launched !rom the Saratoga at 1330. Going directly 

to their objective, 29 SBDs carrying 1000-pound bo~bs, 

and 8 TBF~ .with t~rped~es, attacked tha Ryujo. ·In a 
. .. 

well coordinated attack, tour hits were made by our dive 

bombers, and one sure and one possible hit we~e made by 
. . 

our torpedo planes which attacked just ~s the last or 
. . 

our dive ·bombers dove against the ene~ ~arrier. One 

torpedo missed the carrier and sank a destroyer, and 
. . . 
t wo torpedo planes~ attac~g a heavy cruiser, scored 
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one hit. On their return flight to the Saratoga, our 

dive bombers enc~untered seven enemy diTe bombers and 

shot down four1 possibly five, of them. 

It is interesting to note, in view of the fact 

that Guadalcanal was attached by enemy carri~r type 

planes, that when the Eyujo T.-as sighted at approximately 

1400 by two Ent~rorise scouts, the deck of the carrier 

~as already empty of planes. ~en the Saratoga group 

made its devastating attack at 1530, the Bzujo had only 

a few pl~nes on deck and a !ew in the air.. These were 

reported as four Nakajimi 97 dive bomb~rs and four to 

six Zero fighters. Fur~~ermorc , just as the Saratoga 

attack group had. left at 1330, a large group of uniden

~ified pl~nes, bearing 350° at a distance of 112 miles, 

~as detected by radar. These planes faded at a distance 

of 103 miles on an estimated course of 220°~which would 

have brought them to Guadalcanal. Since the airfield 

t here was attacked an hour later, at 14401 by t~in

engine and single-engine carrier type bombers protected 
. . . 

by land-type Zero fighters, it is possible that the 

carrier planes came from the fiyujo. Fi~e Japanese twin

engine bo~bers, five single-engine boobers, and eleven 
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Zero fighters were shot down by the Karines at a loas 

to thems&1ves of only three F4Fs and pilots. 

At 1335, a few minutes after the Saratoga attack 

group had departed to strike the Ryujo, a search plane 

of Task Force Sixty-three reported one small enemy carrier, 

two cruisers and one destroyer et 05-50° south, 162-200 

east, on a course 1400 and speed 23 knots. This force, 

located about 75 miles northeast of the Rvujo and 200 

miles from Task Force Sixty-one1 r.as in the same vicinity 

in which an Enterorise scout~ an hour later, sighted a 

large force comprising two carriers, four heayY cruisers, 

six light cruiser's, and eight or more destroyers. Four 

hours later, Flying Fortresses obtained . so~e hits with 

300-pound bombs on a small CV at a S?Ot 40 miles south

east of the 1435 contacts. In view of this information, 

it appears probable that three enemy carriers ~ere 

operating 70 to 100 miles east of the Rvujo. 

Returning to the story of Task Force Sixty-one, 

we find the Enterorise Tli th a plane attack group or 11 

VSBs , 7 TBFs, and 7 VFs, still aboard. These planes had 

not been launched against the carriers operating to the 
J 

east of the Eyujo because of the impossibility or 
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recovering them be!·ore darkness set in~ · 'the 

Enternrise was acting as duty carrier .for Task Force 

Sixty-one and, therefore, was exercising fighter di

rection control. At 1602 a radar contact indicated 

that a large unidentified flight of planes on bear

ing 320° was only 88 miles distant from the carrier. 

Twenty-five fighters from both carriers were in the 

co!nbat patrol at this time with twenty more on the 

deck of the Saratoga. Initial radar contact was lost 

for s~Tenteen minutes until the enemy planes were 

picked up again on the same bearing at an altitude or 
121 000 feet, but now only 44 miles a~ay. Some fighters 

• 
had been landed for refueling, and some of those on the 

deck o! the Saratoga had been launched. There ~ere 

non thirty-eight fighters in the combat patrol .defend-

ing the carriers. 

At 1625, thirty-six enemy bombers ~ith many 

Zero ~ighters.above and below, on a bearing of 3oo0 , 

were sighted about thirty-three miles from the EntE:r-

prise, which was steaming ten miles to the northwest 

of the Saratoga. At least one and probably two other 

groups 0f enemy torpedo planes accompanied by diTe 
I 

b~~bers - were also approaching the American forces. 
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Warning had been sent to the ships screening the 

EnterDrise and the Serctoga, and amplifYing reports 

~ere made continually from this time on. Fifteen 

additional fighters were now launched by the Saratoga 

to make a total of fifty-three friendly fighters in 

the vicinity of the carriers. Considerable confusion 

arose because many of the fighter pilots did not 

observe radio discipline. For this reason few of the 

orders from the fighter direction officer reached our 

planes and he received little of the information trans-

m1 tted by the pilots. Because of this interference 

•d th fighter direction, only five to seven of our fight-

ers ~ngaged the enemy dive bombers on their approach, 

though later ten fighters closed ~ith enemy dive bomb

ers which were· already in the process of attacking. 

The remainder of our fighters were either engaged by 

Zeros or attacked the dive bombers only as the enemy 

retired. Sooe of our fighters did not ge~ into the 

action at all. Despite th~se handicaps, however, a 

group of ten enemy torpedo planes and dive bombers was 

turned back before it came in sight of Task Force 

Sixty-one, and six were shot down. Other torpedo planes 
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ap?roaching Task Force Sixty-one were shot down or 

turned away by anti-aircraft fire before · th~ could 

attack. 

To add to the confusion~ the attack group 

a~oard the Enterorise, which had not been sent out 

on a mission because of the near approach of darkness, 

was launched at 1625 so as to clear the deck o! the 

carrier. This move i:as coi!lpleted at 1638, · just before 

the first Japanese dive bou.bers began their attack on 

the Enterprise. The EnterPrise attack group was 

ordered to leave the scene and find and destroy the 

Ryujo, but not succeeding in locating this carrier, it 

was forced to proceed to Guadalcanal to spend the 

ni~~t. The TBFs of this group, however, returned to 

land after dark on the Enterorise and the Saratoga. 

At the same time that the Enterprise cleared 

her decks of its attack group~ the Saratoga launched 

3 SBDs and 5 TBFs with orders to attack the enemy 

battleship and heavy cruiser force reported to the 

north. These planes succeeded in finding their tar

get, and obtained a 1000-pound bomb .hit on the battle-
. ' 

ship, tentatively identified as the Yutsu, and one 
· . . 

torpedo hit on a cruiser. There were sixteen to eight

een e~emy ships in this group~ and the ~t1-aircraft 
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fire ~as very heavy. '' 

The departure of these attack groups was a 

disturbing element in the fighter direction of ' the 

Enterurise. Search planes from the Enternrise, re

turning from the north, also helped to confuse radar 

inter?retation. It is believed that the Ja?anese 

succeeded in finding our task force without much 

trouble because they were a~le to follow these search 

planes on :heir v.-a)r back to the carriers. Task Force: 

Sixty-one ~·as no .... steaming at twenty-seven knots~ and 

it was employing violent evasive tactics. Cruisers and 

destroyers closed in to screen the carriers with the 

No~th Carolina stationed t~enty-fiv.e yards behind 

bearing 1800. 

Our fighter planes, receiving a !''.:port that 

enemy planes were about :ourteen miles from the 

Fnter~rise at 18~000 feet~ attacked immediately, cliQb

ing through opposing Zero ~ighters to get at the 

ene~r bombers. This permitted the majority of the 

dive bombers to begin their attack before they were. 

interce~ted. As the enemy planes came hithin the 

minimum range of the search radar, contact was lost, 
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and because of the dozens of friendly and enemy planes, 
,: f 

1 t n-as impossible . to track the targets as they came in. 

Suddenly some 1apanese d1Te bombers were sighted as 

they began to dive on the Enterprise. A twenty-milli

meter battery ~n the carrier opened fire ~hen it sight

ed these planes at about 12,000 feet in their dive. 

This warning was taken up by the remaining batteries, 

and about th~ same time the North Carolina and other 

screening ships opened fire ~ith their five-inch guns 

on the same group of ylanes. 

This first attack by enemy ciTe bombers, ending 

in a near miss at about 1641, heralded a continuous 

attack of diving pl~nes ~or the next four minutes. 

Some of the planes were forced to pull out o~ their 

dives at 4,000 to 6,000 feet by the intensive !ire or 

the accompanying screen of destroyers. Some swerved 

to avoid the bursts of fire, others were knocked out 

off their point of aim, and a few jettisoned their 

bomb loads. Despite the densit,y or our anti-aircraft 

fire ~hich destroyed three enemy planes and left 

others in flames, fifteen bombers dove at the carrier 

in dives of approximately seventy degrees; whiCh 
: ; . 

' .. 
. . ~ . 

Jo """: ) .-· 

47 



( 
'-

ORIGPU.L 
1 December 1944 

brought them to 1,500 feet or lower be!ore releasing 

their bombs. Very little time elapsed between the 

dives of various sections, sometimes as little as 

seYen seconds. Thus our anti-aircraft gunners were 

continually harassed by the shock of hits or misses 

close aboard, and had very little time to clear gnn 

jams or replenish their ammunition. Despite this, 

ho~ever, anti-aircraft fire succeeded in beating orr 
most of the enemy attackers. 

· At least ten enemy planes crashed near the 

Fnterorise, and others flew away smok~bg heavily. 

Some planes did ·not pull out of their dives but went 

headlong into the sea; others, pulling out of their 

dives at low altitudes, 11ere shot do':m by the fire of 

t he carrier screen. Two of the burning planes almost 

landed on the flight deck, but though ~hey were avoided, 

the carrier received three other direct hits and several 

near misses. One bomb, striking the water under the 

fantail near t h e hull, did considerable damage. As 

t he gunners in the vicinity Y.ere recovering from the 

~1ock of the near miss, another enemy plane dived low 

and released a large bomb which penetrated to Fhe third 

deck wher-e it exploded., . killing about thirty-f1ve ·men 
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and starting many fires. A few seconds .later another 

large bomb struck about twenty feet away from the 

first, exploding an ammunition locker ·and killing 

about thirty-eight men at two, five-inch guns. ! 

third hit stru.ck Y1 thin a few seconds and put an ele-

vator out of commission. 

In the meantime the screening vessels were 

hurling a tremendous anti-aircraft barrage at the 

enemy planes. Observers reported that the North 

Carolina's fire was so heavy that she looked to be 

ablaze amidships. ~ben the enemy's attack began, the 

Enternrise had increased he~ speed to thirty knots 

which eaused the north Carolina to ~all behind gradual

ly~ leaving he! 41 000 yards from the Enterprise at the 

end of the engagement, 1,500 yards behind her assigned 

station. Thus, almost as a separate unit, the North 

Carolina fought off sixteen dive bombers and several 

torpedo plane attacks in addition to a high altitude 

bombing. The North Carolina had picked up many un

identified planes at 1411 000 yards as early as 15061 

and from . that time on until 1636 several groups or 
planes were tracked on her radar screen-. ArteT that, 

, 
) 
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there were so many contacts it was impossible to 

distinguish friend from foe, WhiCh made it impracti

cable to adjust the ~ery radar sets for efficient 

fire control. HoweTer, at 1641 the North Carolina 

picked up about ~ifteen dive bombers flying oTer the 

Enternrise at a range o~ 8 1 000 yards and a height of 

15,000 feet. She fired at these planes, and two 

minutes later opened fire on ten dive bombers attack

ing her from the starboard bow. 

The Japanes~ pilots were diving to a very low 

altitude, but so heavy ~as American five-inch and 

auto~~tic weapon fir~ that some of the planes turned 

away. Only three were able to come through to place 

their bombs ~~th sufficient accuracy close to the North 

Carolina. During this dive bomber attack on the star

board bow, lo~ flying planes appeared on the port 

quarter and then others came in from every direction 

at altitudes from 50 to 5~000 feet. Some came in 

directly for a torpedo attack, others glided in from 

an ~ltitude of about 61 000 feet to level off at SO to 

200 feet. Approximately eight planes in all were 

coordinating their movements with those or the, dive 
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bombers. A second dive bombing attack was made on 

the North Carolina at 1645 ~J six planes on the port 

~uarter, despite the constant firing of her twenty 

5•/38, four lVl mounts (16 barr~ls), fortY 20-milli-

meter and t~enty-six 50 caliber guns. The ship's 

batteries were firing at so m~ targets that this 

new attack could be met only by the after 20-milli-

meter guns which shot down two of th~m. Four near 

misses were obtained by the enemy bombers but no 

damage was done, though some gunners were knocked 

down when the decks were flooded. 

As this dive bo~ber attack was in progreas, 

~ight to twelve hea~r bombers made a high altitude 

attack ov~r the North Carolina at 15 1 000 feet and 

drop9ed a pattern of heavy bombsrs between her and 

the . Ent8rnrise. This last attack was uno~~~rved, . .. ... : -

partly because of the clever use of cloud cover by 

the high level bombers, and partly because the North 

Cerolina was busily engaged with low altitude d1Te 

bo~bing planes. These last attacks on the North 

Carolina ended the activities of the Japanese planes 

against Task Force Sixty-one, although they Y.ere 
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!lying around tor another tive to seven ~utes and 

the firing o! our gws continued. Kost or these were 

either diYe bo~bers or torpedo planes attempting to 

escape. 

At 1700 the attack group w?fch was returning 

to the Saratoga after bombing the Ryujo sighte~ an 

ene~ group o! at least eighteen dive bombers1 ·nine 

torpedo planes and three !ighters on course .l40° in 

7-450 south~ 162-10° east, which would have brought the~ 

to Task Force Sixty-one w1 thin an hour. Howeve ~ 1 this 

ene~y air force turned south to pass within fifty miles 

or our formation, then turned east until it was almost 

due south or tha American ships, and finally reversed 

its course to the northwest. If it had turned north 

at this point it . would have round Task Force Sixty-one 

at about 1821 when the Enterprise lost control ot her 
.. 

rudder. Fortunately, no .contaet was made, and the 

Enternrise was able to regain tull steering control~ 

After steering various courses ~he American carrier at 

1944 se~ its course to 190°1 epeed twenty knots1 to 
. . 

retire south~ tater 1n· the evening the 3apanese planes 
, 

which had missed the Enterprise were heard trying to 
I -

· .. ·. 
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reach their carrier, and it is possible. tluit :some or .. . 
• .... .a t . 

all of the group Yere lost. 

The tot~l number of Japanese planes shot down 

by Task Force Sixty-one is difficult to determine. 

Saratoga and Enterprise planes claimed fifty, and an~1-

aircraft guns clafmed between thirty and forty. Though 

there is no doubt that some of these claims were dupli

cations, it is evident that the plane losses of the 

~nemy were very high and that their attack groups had 

Vtry fe~ survivors. The Commander of Task force Sixty

one estimated that seTenty of the enemy's eighty attack-

ing planes were shot do?.n~ nith our planes receiving 

credit for forty-seTen and anti-aircraft fire responsi-

ble for tv•enty-three. 

The day ended with the enemy landing expedition 

turned back~ and control of the air in the hands or the 

. A~eriean ~o~ees, with three or four ~apanese carrier 

groups lost in action. The ~asp Task Force was now 

fueled, and was proceeding north to join Task Force 

Sixty-one as it retired southward. The R0 rnet task force 

was also near, and it was steaming to the scene of action. 
. .~-=: . ·~. ' . ·:.> - · .... 

Since the ~hereabouts· of Japanese carriers 

re1.1ained the chief concern of American :-forces . throughout ... .. ... :.: . . ~ 
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the entire battle of the Eastern Solo~onsj· the ... . .. 
SUl!llllary issued by the Fleet Intelligen~i .Officer of 

the United States Pacific Fleet located the Shokaku, 

Zuikaku and possibly the Ryujo in the Solomons~ the 

Kasuga 1{aru near Truk~ and the other carriers in the 

Empire ready for sea. It ~s already kno~ from 

contact reports that one unidentified Japanese carrier 

was engaging Allied forces. 

Throughout the So1omons urgent operational 

cispatches were transmitted ·by Japanese army groups, 

and two enemy radio stations on Guadalcanal were active. 

Ja~anese air activity increased in the same proportion. 

The Summary issued by the Fleet Intelligence Officer of 

the Pacific Fleet on August 24~ 1942 warned that a · 

probable air attack would be carried out by the Japanese 

against Allied positions in the Tulagi-Guadaleanal area. 

The second phase of the battle was at hand. 

A~out midnight on August 24, 1942 four Japanese 

v:arships, probably destroyers, bombarded Guadalcanal 

for about an hour. Eight American dive bombers were 

sent to attack them between 0245 and 03001 and three 
~-· .... \ ,· . \ ... 

of these planes found the enemy force:::arici .~.e-~e able 

to obtain a hit on a destroyer. 
..: .... .. 

Large ~11 patches 1n 
·-! -~1:-~~~ : - ·.~ . . .. :~-

54 



c 
.. _-." ~· : . . . . 

.) 

s . 
J 

' - ' ~ . . "' .. : ... 

~· 
# . 

( 

·1·.· . • 

. \ : ... . . :. 
"-1 , • o T · - - • I• 

( 

ORIGINAL 
1 Pecember 1944 

' . . . . 

this area see~ed to indicate that the destroyer was 
,':, .. · ' 

sunk • 
·:~j ~~ ~";._ .. ~; 

At about 0300 on August 25, 1942 Task Force 

Sixty-one, heading sol.:.th, passed Task Force Eighteen 

as it stea~ed north to take a position in the general 

area southeast of Guadalcanal to repel any !'urther 

Japanese attacks. After daylight the Saratoga and the 

r&aainder of Task Force Eleven refueled, and that 

night they turned northward to join Task Force Eighteen, 

~hi1e the F~t~rDris~ continued to retire for repairs. 

Three submarines were sigh ted on the surfaee 

during daylight of August 25, 1942. One of them was 

probably destroyed by a direct bomb hit by an Enter-

2rise scout, and another ~as sunk by an aggressiTe 

attack of the Gravson, Patt&rson and Yonssen. There 

~ere nunerous r eports of scattered Japcnese forces 

because ~he ene1:1y ships had continued to move toward 

their objectiTe despite the destruction of their air 

power. During the ~lOrning and early afternoon of 

August 25, 1942, however, these forces began to retire 

at high s peed. 
:~ ·~:· : ='" ., • • ·._· ~ 
~l . 

this time it was seen that the ~erican forces . 
":4 · . 

had dealt the enemy heavy blows, but .-tp.e battle Tas not 
,! \ ·• . . ~!" :· · • ~ 
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yet ·over. The traffic issued by the Commander in 

Chief of the Combined Fleet to major air and !1eet 

units in the South Pacific rose sharply, and warnings 

were sent Qr the British that a powerfUl Japanese 

striking force had left its rendervous base in the 

E:t!!pire for the :Mandates and New Guinea. Because any 

movements at this time coul.d provide a clue to the 

enemy's battle plan1 close watch was kept on all 

Japanese ship activity, including marus. · 

Japanese aircraft replacements increased the 

offensive against Allied positions at Rekata Bay, 

Santa Isabel Island and Salamau. !he Summary issued 

by the Fleet Intelligence Officer of the United States 

Pacific Fleet on August 25 1 1942 implied that .the 

Battle of the Eastern Solomons had already reached its 

climax, and that all contacts showed the enemy return-

ing northward. 

Allied forces at Guadalcanal had expected a 

dann air attack, but none came. An attack group o! 

eight dive bombers carrying 1,000-pound bombs set orr 
after daylight with an escort of fighters ~o attack 

the Japanese carrier. But at 0835 about l2S 'mi~es 

56 



( 

... . •.· .· 
l ~:.- . . · .. ·' . . . s. . . . . -
,; . . .. . . 

-~ . · ..... ·6:·"' • . . · .. 
. - . 

: :r 

. .. - ... 

·: .· .:... 

( 

OP.IGINJL . 
1 December -~944 

' ,. 
•"-':' . . - ... . . 
:;;;= :;:; ~ :~ ·: 

north of Guadalcanal they discovered the eDemT's 
,> .t:. "' .. 

Occupation Force, comprising one heaTY cruiser, four 

light cruisers, four destroyers, one large transport 
j 

and three small merchant marus. An attack vwas made 

on the large u,ooo-ton transport, setting it afire 

and destroying it. The heavy cruis~r was also hit, 

as was another transport. In addition to this~ a 

group of eight Flying Fortresses took off from Espiritu 

Santo at 0617, also with the intention of attacking the 

carrier north of Guadalcanal. But at 101; they 1ike

"'ise found the O~cupation Force, and succeeded in hitting 

t?.o cruisers. Three bombs landed on one of these, break-

ing it up, and the other cruiser was left in flames. 

!his fire might have been the result of a hit from a 

Flying Fortress or this ship might have been the same 

cruiser set .afire by dive bombers from Guadalcanal. 

The action or this three-day combat came to an end 

about noon when twenty-one enemy heavy bombers made a 

high altitude attack on Guadalcanal from 27~000 feet. 

killing four men and wounding five, though causing very 

11 ttle other damage. They had no fig~ter_. esc.ort and 
-:.,.., .. ..... ,/-~: . : -

there wa:¥ no repetition of this attack~··-:. Evi4eritly, 
:.. .. ~ · . ••. . i ~ ; • . :· . 

Ja~anese air strength had been seriousll( ·reduced. 
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Thus a major ~attle, second at· tbat ·ttme only 

to the Battle of Midway in the forces ~nTolTed• came 

to a successful conclusi·on for the United States. -!he 

first serious threat to the Solomons since the American 

invasi9~ had now been diss~pated, · and1 in ad~ition1 

very serious 1osses had been inflicted on the striking 

forces of the ~nemy. These were as follows: 

StriPS SUNK Enemy Losses 

1 CV, Ryyjo - Seriously damaged by Saratoga 

l DD 

1 CL or DD 

1 DD 

l.AP 

2 ss 

SHIPS DA~~AGF.D 

1 cv. 
l BB 

. 1 CA 

. ; 

air group attack, possibly sunk. 

Probably sunk by Marine air · 
group attack. 

SUnk by Bl7 

Sunk by Saratoga air group, 
torpedo hit. 

Sunk by Guadalcanal ·Marine and 
Navy air group attack. 

-One sunk by -Enterprise search 
plane; one sunk by Gravson, 
Pc.tterson and Monssen. . · 

Possibly hit and damaged by Bl7s. 

Damaged by 1,000-l.b. bomb hit 
from Sarat~ dive bombers. · 

. . 
Damaged by torpedo hit ~rom 
Sara toga torpedo plane •. 

.. . . · : . 
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l CL 

1 CL 

1 CA: 

lAP 

PLANES DESTROYED: 

ORTGIN.lL 
1 December 1944 

. . . ~ .. ~ .. 

- Damaged by torpedo hit !rom 
~ratoga torp-edo plane. 

.. - Damaged by Bl7 • 

-Damaged by Guadalcanal .Uarine 
~nd Navy air group. 

. . -

Damaged by Guadaleanal Marine 
and Navy air group. 

Approxim~tely two carrier groups plus twenty-~ive 

seaplanes and landplanes, totaling - ebout · l~O planes were 

destroyed.- There is a possibility that much of another 

carrier group was. lost, ~hile trying to reach its own · 

carrier after dark after !ailing to contact Task Foree 

Sixty-orie. 

A~ffiBICAN LOSSES: 

Our losses consisted of damage to the Enterprise 

- by three bomb hits,' plus some near misses., ·and the 

total loss of twenty planes !rom all ca~ses~ including 

"ater landings. Sixteen of these were carrier planes 
. 

of nhich only ·six we~e shot down with loss or crews • 
. 

This ends the story or· the second battle -of the 
< . :. •' •.• . 

Solomon Islands Campaign~ ~e- intellt'gence b~ckgro~d 
_:-;:_,· -~ :·~-: . :._· ·._ 
•:· ~·E\ i: .. ·.-;.. ·~ i .. :·.~-
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of .the remaining battles of this impo~tant campaign 

will be dealt with 1n succeeding volum&s or th1• 

series. The ne~ volumei Volume T, rlll describe the 

Battle of Cape Esperanc~ comprising night surface 

actions on October 11-12~ 1942. 

. . . ~ .. . 
. ,. _.. . , 
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lhe Solomons Islands Campaign 

Chcpter II · 
I 

~ckgroa~d of the Battle or the Eastern Solomons 

AUGUST 9, 1942 

Air Jersus Surface Action 
August 23-25, 1942 

With the !irst battle or the Solomons cam-

paign completed, it · remained the task or United States 

Naval Co~unication Intelligence to !urnish opera

tional data concerning the enemy !orces within the 

battle zone. Since United States cryptanalysts h~d 

not succeeded in deciphering the enemy codes current 

at that time, most or the inte~ligence hau to be 

furnished by traffic analysis. Consequently• there 

were a great many gaps in the intelligen~e concerning 

the enemy because only the enemyts tendencies, rather 

than intentions, could be ascertained. 

The staff of the Commander in Chief of the 

Combined Fleet was issuing a great many orders to 

Zapanese Co~l~ders in the South Pacific on August 9~ 

>-· ... ~·· 
':', . . 
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OFIGIUAL 
l. December 1944 

1942. The Commander in Chief o! the Japanese Eighth 

Fleet, who haci formerly been at Rabc.ul, v;as at sea 
2 

aboard his flagship, the Chokc.i. 

The possibility was seer. that Crui~er Divi-

sion Seven, en route at this ti:ne !rom }lc.. l6.y 1 r.oulci 

join Japanese warships at Ra~ul to form c. very 
3 

powerful striking force. In aci2it1on1 there w~re 

many signs tl~t reinforcements of personnel and 

equipr:1ent were being shipped by the ene::1y to the 
4 

R~baul-Solomons area under convoy. Jc.panese de-

stroyers escorting these convoys were assigned to 

coabat duty r.ith the Eighth Fleet, once they had 
5 

reached the South Pacif"ic. 

1 - Appendix II, 1. Chapter I and Appendix I 
deal with the first battle of the Solo~ons 
Campaign and is found in Vol. III of this 
series. Appendix II appears in this volume 
(Vol. IV), hnd contains 6.11 the Co~nunication 
Intelligence dispc.tche s which outline the 
bac~ground of the Battle of the Eastern Solo
mons, the second battle of the campc.ign. All 
references m~de hereafter in thiz voluae y;ill 
be given as follows: II, 2-3, which l'iill re
fer to Messages· 2 ana 3 in Appendix II. 

2 II, 2-4· 
3 II, 5-6. 
4 II, 7-10. .'· . 
S - II, 11. 
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· The Co~ander in Chief of the Combined Yleet 

continued to send many dispatches to his Comm~nders 

in the Rabaul area, and further confirmation of the 

American opinion which placed the Commander in Chie! 

of the Eighth Fleet aboard the Chokai was received. 

The large vol~e of dispatches issued by the Zapa

nese Fourth and Eighth Fleets at this time un-
6 

ooubtedly contained many operational reports. 

The Japanese Eleventh Air Fleet split its 

co~nti at this ti~e so as to leave its administra-

tive offices at Tinian while its Commander in Chief 

~ent to Rabaul. The Sixth Air Attack Force~ which 

hzd formerly operated in the North Pacific~ was alsG 
7 

en route to that area. Further indications concern-

ing the reorganization of Cruiser Division Seven 

~ere studied, for it appeared !rom traffic analysis 

that this division was being ordered to move from 

the Netherlands East Indies area to the Solomons. 

Finally, a deciphered dispatch proved the validity 
8 

of this hypothesis. Cruiser Division Six made 

arrange~ents for a fueline rendezvous 1n the Rabaul 

6 II, 12-16. 
7- II, 17-26. 
8 - II, 27-31. 

~ -. · : . 
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area. 

A tentative outline or a Japanese tas~ force 

v;o.s !urnis!leci by American trc..ffic a11.a1ysts at this 
9 . 

ti~e. Shore-basea aircraft in the Rabaul arec were 

beiilg increc.sed by the Japanese~ -.;no drel\' reinforce-

ments fro~n as far west as Te.kao and as far north as 
10 

the Empire. 

The Colll.:l:.anC:.er in Chief of the Eighth Fleet \'.! C:S 

sencing urgent re~uests for reinforcements, and Tari

ous air groups Y~·ere en route to the Solomons in re

sponse to this and previous requests. The Misa.vfa Air 

Group Vias at Rabaul, Air Squadron Eleven was flying 

to tnc.t region, and tv:enty-tr;o bombers of the Kisa

ratsu Force stopped at Tinian on their ~ay southwards. 

Carrier planes ~ere also being slu!ted to thct re-
11 

gion. There was much radio activity by J~panese 

aircraft carriers, but there were no indications that 
12 

they ~ere aeparting for the Solomons. 

. Evidence in certain dispa tche!: led to the be

lief that certain Japanese aircraft and submarines 

9 II, 32-.34. 
10 II~ 35. 
11 II, 36-42. 
12 - II, 44-45. 64 
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bad been fitted out vith radar. It was thought 

e:.1so that Destroyer Division Seven might be ordered 

into the Rabaul area. Destroyer Division Four ~as 

engaged in escorting tne Thirty-fourth Defense Force 

to Truk~ Destroyer Divisions T~o and Fifteen were 

associ&ted ~ith Cruiser Division Seven en route to 

the South Pacific~ and Destroyer Division Seventeen 
14 

w~s sailing to Truk. 

An unidentified enemy warship~ whose ~ove

ments had long been observed~ announcec its arrivel 

at Rabaul on Augu$t 9, 1942 e.ne a fleet tanker~ g"iving 

its position end speed, m.ade an appointment to ren

dezvous ~ith other enemy units on their we:.y to Guadcl-
15 

cane:.l. Dispatches originated by the Commancer in 

Chief of the Eighth Fleet on August 71 v:ere deciphered 

on August 91 1942. They revealed some of the moves 

made by Japanese Special Landing Force troops ~nd by 

t~o marus which had set out to help repel the American 

invaders at Guada1canal. Reinforceoents ~ere also 
16 

sent into the New Guinea area. Several marus en-

gaged in their usual tasks of supplying reinforce-

13 - II, SO. 
14 - II, 51-56. 
lS - II~ 57-60. 
16 - II, SB-59 1 61. 

' 
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ments were noticed throughout the Rabaul-Truk area. 

An air tender and a tanker were among the ships ac-
17 

comp~nying the marus. 

The ~apanese Radio Intelligence organization 

demonstrated its great interest in American fleet 

movements by sending an increasing num~er of reports 

to both its northern and southern operational forces. 

The Fifth Air Attack Force ar!d Sub:lc..rine Squadrons 

Thre e ~n6 Seven in the south, and Submarine Squadron 

Tv.- o in the north were the principal adcire s see~ ror 
18 

this r adio intelligence. 

Orders ·from the Commc.n de r in Chief of t he 

Co~bined Fleet brought Jap~ne se sub~arines into the 

Solomons fro~ all neighboring areas to help destroy 

~~erican task forces. Traffic analysis indicated the 

presence of many of these dangerous units in South 

Pacific \':a ters, and warned that e. Japanese sub tender 

had l eft t he Marshall Islands to be based at Tr~. 

Though J apane s e submarines »ere evidently in the 

vicinity of Tulagi, American subcarines were not 
. . 

ic.le, for one or the t wo mc:rus which had ~arried re-

inforcements to Guadalcanal ?as torpedoed on t his 

17 
18 

II, 62-69. 
II, 70-74• 
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19 

day about fifteen miles away ~om Cape Ste George. 

An important dispatch issued by Tokyo Communi-

cation Office went to all major commanders. This was . 

suspected of rererrine to a future change in Japa-
20 

nese code or cipher. A Japanese espionage report 

trom New York, sent to Tokyo via Yadrid, indicated 

that rumors of impending action by the United States 

Navy had been prevalent in Washington for some time 
21 

before August 71 1942. The Bulletin issued by the 
. . 
United States Co~der in Chief of the Pacific Fleet, 

on August 10, 1942 warned all major American co~

manders t ha t heavy reinforcements of surface, sub

marine, and air fleets were being poured into the 
22 

Solomons by the Japanese • 

.AUGUST 11. 19L2 

The Commancer in ~hief of the Combined Fleet 

originated a tremendous volume of radio dispatches 

on this day f r om his ~agship, the Yamoto, which was 

still in the Empire area. The Commander 1n Chief or 
t he Co~bined Fleet was using a special cipher ~hich 

19 - II, 75-85. 
20 - II, S6. 
21 - II, 87. 
22 - II, 88. 
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23 

~as held evi dently by some subordinate commanders. 

Attempts at radio deception by the Japanese 

were uncoverea by !merican traffic analysts. This 

attempt to disguise the source of import~nt opera

tional messages demonstrated again that the Japanese 
24 

.. were a"'l:are or the importance o! radio security. 

Thou&h there wss no evicence that the SeconQ Fleet 

~as operating in the South Pacific at this ti;ne, 

there were many indications that the Commander in 

Chief of the Second Fleet ~as organizing a task force 

~hich might possibly oper2te in that area. An in

tensive study of important eispatches connected with 

this Co!ll!Ilcmder in Chief was now begun so that an 

estimate might be mc.de of the future movements o! his · 
• 

organization. From this stuny it appeared certain 

that the Second Fleet would be very closely connected 
2S 

with oper~tions in the Solomons. 

The Commander· of the Sixth Base Force at Truk 

was taking every precaution to ensure the proper de

fense o! the Marshall and Gilbert Islands by his sub-

ordinate commanders. The ene~ was also ~n the c.lert 

23 II, 89-94. 
24 - II, 95. 
25 II, 96-100. 58 



( 

,-
\. 

.. . .. 

ORIGIN.AL 
l .Dec.eillber 1944 

AUGUST 11, 19L2 (Continued) 

in the Netherlands East Indies, for· their siehting 

reports announced that an Allied force or one light 

cruiser, seve-n destroyers and four sub:Jlz.rines had 
26 

been located fifty miles east of Ambon. The Fourth 

Fleet seemed about to modify its communication plan, 

and the co~der of the Fifth Fleet was senQing a 

se~plu1e unit to Kiska. The Co~der in Chief or 

the Third Fleet was in touch with the Hartmc., and 

since he ~as aboard the Ashigara at Soerab&ja, it was 

thought that the battleship Haruna might move south- . 
2.7 

ward. 

Cruiser Division Six was stationed in· the 

vicinity o! Kavieng anc was assigned the task of pro-
28 

tecting enemy convoys fro~ Truk to Rabaul. Cruiser 

Division Eighteen ftas also active as a convoy escort 

1n this region, and, in addition, it was helping to 
29 

reinforce the Japanese defenders of Guadalcanal. 

Cruiser Division Seven was still noticed in enemy 

traffic, and again it was suggested that it ~~s aes-

tined to move to the east. Incidentally, the First 

Fleet flagship was associated with activities in 

~:--· :-~: 
26 

---.. • . 

II, 101-105. 
27 II, 106-109. 69 28 II, ll0-11S. 
29 - II, 116. 
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Destroyer Divisio~ Seven was assignee to act 

as escort for the Kasugc. Maru, t.nC. though one or the 

divisions of Destroyer Squadron Two w~s oper~ting 

with Cruiser Division Seven, the remaining units of 

this squadron were already in the Rabaul area or on 
.'31 

their ~ay thereto. 

Important operational informG. tion disclosed 

the-t an enemy organization force r-;oulc depart frora 

Riibaul on the morning of August "l2, 1942 a.nC. thc:t t he 

First Air Force woulci provide G.Il air escort for this 
32 

convoy . The Cluef of Staff of the Eleventh Air 

Fleet, the Co~~nder of the Fifth Air Att~ck Force, 

and the Comm~nder of a ~~it of the Sixth Air Attuck 

Force were at Rabaul. The Comu~der of t he T~in~ 

Air Group was at Sa1amaua~ and the Co~ander of the 
33 

.llisawa Air Group v:as in the Solomon Islc.nds. :Enemy 

p1~es were being ferried from the Empire ~d the 

M~ndates to Eabaul. Some of the planes involved be

longea to the Kis~rat su Air Group, Air Squadron 

T'lienty-six, Air Squadron Tr;enty-two~ and t;nits of the 

30 - II, 117-1~9. 
31 - II, 120-1~3. 
3~ - II, 124· 
33 - II, 125-129. 
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Second, Fourth and Sixth Air Attack Forces. 

The Co~n~er of the Twelfth Air Fleet was 

actively associated rtth the southern and south-

eastern are~s on August 111 194~, &nd certain dis-

p&tches gave evidence that the Zuiho was a unit or 
the newly organized Carrier Division One. Though 

Japanese carriers were silent and no bearings could 

be obtained on their positions, it was thought that 

Carrier Division Five was receiving plane reinforce-
35 

ments as a prelude to new operations. 

Sever~l aircraft tend£rs were prominent in 

tius dayts traffic, and many other marus were engaged 

in the task of ferrying aircr~ft into the · threatened 

area. The strength of .Japanese offenses in the Solo

mons and in their other recently ac~uired i~lr.nd 

possessions depended upon the supplies they received 

from the Empire and fro~ the ~andates. Consequently~ 

the task o! the marus was a hea~J one. On each day . 

of the Solo~on I~1~ds Campaign, United States Naval 

Communication Intelligence and air recofu~aissnnce 

noticed a great number of marus maintaining the 

34 II, 130-137. 
35 - II, 138-141. 
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ene~yts supply lines~6 

American aircraft Tere active in the area im-

mediately surrounding the first footholds ~on by the 

Allies in the Solomons. The Akikaze in the vicinity 
37 

of Bougainville and the station at Lae were bombed~ 

~apanese Communication Intelligence experts reported 
38 

the results of their direction finding at ~aluit, 

e.nd several importr.n t eneoy submarine sc_u:: c.rons were 

noted in the Eighth Fleet area. A report of the 

position of so~e Allied tr.dnsports occasioned orders 

tro;n the Coru:11a.n6.er of Subma rine S(luadron Three for 
39 

dn attGck by his units- An ext ensi ve res~e of 

Japanese sub~arine positions as of August 9 and 10, 
40 

1942 was issuec at t his time, and a s~ary of opera-

tional intelligence for August ·ll 1 1942 ~as issued in 

the Commander in Chief of the paci~ic Fleet's Bulle-
41 

tin of this date • 

.AUGU8T 12, 19.£2 

A special type of code used b:,r the Japanese 

36 - II, 1.42-155. 
'37 - IIJ 156-157. 
38 II 1 158. 
39 II, 159-166 • 
40 II, 167. 72 41 - II, 168. 
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in the South PGcific T:as believed to be employed only 

when prospective operations demanded the utmost se-
42 

curity. Its use at this time was a possible indi-

cation of important movements. The Coill!:l~nuer in 

Chief of the Eighth Fleet -was very active since his 

~&s the are~ being invaaed by the Allied forces. It 

was eviC.ent thc.t the Eighth Fleet anci the Eleventh 

Air Fleet would operate together in the attempt to 
43 

rEpel the Allie~ attack. Some coubt had arisen con-

cern ing the suggestion that the Comllander in Cilie! or 

the Japanese Seconu Fleet hac ~rrived at R~baul on 

J.u~:ust 12, 1942 to co!Iliaand the air forces s tationed 

the1·e, and intensive study was made to determine the 
41; 

1oca tior~ of this im.i:)ortant enemy official. 

Ene~y personnel bure~us r.ere qui t e active 

v;;&.i.ch. indica ted that reinforcemeuts were being made. 

There -.;·as an increase in tro.ffic in c.ll enemy arec.s~ 
4S 

e5pecic.1ly in the Rabaul region. v:arning v.·as issued 

th~t s J apanese Occupttion Force T-as procee6ing ~ith 

air forces to an ares tentatively identified as the 
46 

Buna-Gona· region. 

42 - II, 168. 
43 - II, 169-171. 73 44 - II, 172-173. 
45- II, 174-lBJ. 
46 II, lBl-182. 
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Cruiser Division Eighteen vas still operating 

in the South P~cific to whic h area Cruiser Division 

Seven an<i Destroyer Squadron Tnree were proceeding, 

in order t :) strengt!1en Japan~se forces in t nis 
47 

vicinity. Pl~ns ~ere being mede to refuel Cruiser 
LB 

Division Six, which was near Kavieng. 

The AKikaze ~~s p~trollinb in a ~p~t which 

permitted it to seLe out warnings of t he approach of 

Allied circraft. Since one of its many report s con-

tained the be~ring s of 2 plane, it ~as t hought ~os-
49 

sible th~t it was eGuipped with rs d~r. Destroyer 

Division Seventeen W&S en route fro~ s~ipan to Rabaul, 

and Des ti·oyer Sc.;.uadron Tv;o VIas also steaming ~outh-
50 

l';a rC:.s, as "t!as a urii t of the Tilir6 Escort Force. One 

3&panese uestroycr seemed to be eng~ged in battle 
51 

·with Allied forces at 19.30 on t h..is day. 

Kany aircraft reinforcements ~ere being sent 

into the Babaul area froa t he Empire. Frequent 

weather reports indicated that many aircraft move-

47 II, 183-188. 
48 II, 189-192. 
49 - II, 193-197. so- II, 198-199. 
51 - II, 200. 
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ments were -in progress~2 The influx o! transport 

plane~, heavy bombers and fighters was st~ulated 

by constant requests from air co~anders in the Ra-
53 

baul are£. Some of the planes were coming !rom the 

Philippines~ and many were tr~sported by aircraft 
S4 

and seaplane tenders. 

Traffic analysis disclosed the location o! 
55 

several J apanese air co~anders and their unitsa The 

loss of four Japanese carriers at Mid~ay had stricken 

Carrier Division Three !rom their organization list, 

but at this time there were many indications that the 

division had been reorganized. The training of new 

carrier groups -vtas going on in the Sasebo area v.-here 

future tactics were being rehearsed. · Import~t in

formation supple~enting communication intelligence 

was obtained fro~ a captured doc~ent. It shoY.ed the 
. 56 

organization o! the Japanese Eleventh Air Fleet. 

Many marus were noted in the traffic of 

Au&ust 12, 1942. Some of these ships were eng,ged in 

transporting aircraft supplies to the co~bat zones, 

and others were carrying out fueling rendezvous \rith 

52- II, 201-202. 
53 II, 203-205. 75 54- II, 206-208. 

' ' - II1 209-217. 
S6 - II, 218-222. 
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Of.IGIHAL 
l. Decelllber 194.4 

Ene=y sub~arine strength was greatly increased 

in the Solomons by this time, and subm~rine tenders 

v.ere in the vicinity o! Truk to t~ke care of the 

neecis of their units. Subillerine contacts •1th the 

Allied forces were noticed in r~dio traffic. Reports 

fro!.l severc;.l units indicated that more enemy sub-
58 

marines hai been assigned to the Truk-Rabaul area. 

SubuG.rUle Squacrons Three and Seven were orderec to 
59 

pG.trol an area adjacent to Bougainville. 

1.tlean•·•hile, Allied suo.:narines were carrying out 

torpedo attacks against Japanese merchant~en. One 

of the ships attached to the Jap~ese Eighth Ease 

Force reported that it had been able to sinlc one o! 
60 

the attackers. The ~letin of the Co:mander 1n 

Chief of the pacific Fleet for August ·lZ, 1942 sum-

m'-rized the information given abcve by emphasizing 

thht &ir reinforcements were moving from Japan to 

Rabaul, an~ that the enemy was receiving sub~~rine 
61 

reinforcements. 

57- II, 223-236. 
58 - II, 237-244· 
59 - II, 245. 
60 - II, 246-248. 
61 - II, 249. 76 
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It was believed that the Commander or the 

enemy's Eleventh Air Fleet would assume control o! 
62 

the Southe~str:rn Air Force. The presence of the 

Co~nder in Chief of the Second Fleet at Rabaul had 

been suspected because of certain traffic indications, 
6.3 

but it was now decided that he had not been there• 

The use or e special cipher by the Naval General 

Start in a dispatch to the Co~~ander in Chief of the 

Co~bined Fle~t attracted attention at this time be-

cause it evidently was employed to carry important 
64 

~essage~. Ho~ever, the Comm4nder o! the First Land-
65 

ing Force of the ~rmy was round to be at Paleo. 

Cruiser .Division Seven accocpanied by De-

strayer Squadron Three continued its journey east-
66 

~ara toward Rabaul via Balikpapan. Cruiser Division 

Six, whose flagship was the Aoba, was near Rabau11 

anc the st~ff Co~unication Officer of Cruiser Divi-

sion Eighteen was aboard a ship of Destroyer Squadron 
67 

Four. 

62 
\ ··. 

II, 250-252. .. r .. 
63 II, 253-254· .. 
64 II, 255. ' i ~ .. ~ .. 

6S II, 256. .... 
66 - II, 257-262. 
67 II, 263-265. 77 
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Destroyer Division TY:enty-nine .-as also asso

ciateQ with Cruiser Division Eighteen, ~hile De-

stroyer S~uadron Three continued to be ass~ci&ted 
68 

~~tn Cruiser Division Seven. A unit o! Destroyer 

Division Four entered the Kure zone; Destroyer Divi:

sion Seventeen1 less one of its units, announced thGt 

it would arrive at Rabaul on August 17, 1942. The 

Yu.kaze was assigned to escort cuty indicc:ting that 
69 

some supply ships were destined for Rabaul. 

The Eighth Fleet and the First ~nd Second Air 

Fleets were actively associated on tnis nay, ~d it 

w~s inuiceted thct the Fourth Air Attack Group and 

the Fourteenth Air Group were ab~ut to leave the 

Marshall Islancs for Rabaul. The Sixth Air Attack 
70 

Corps was also slated tor action in this area. 

It was suggested that the Zuiho of Carrier 
71 

Division Two was being overb.c.uled at Sa s·e bo. Various 

air units were ordered by the Commander in Chief o! 

the First Air Fleet to reinforce several Japanese 
72 

carriers. Since these carriers were quite active in 

radio traffic and many reinforcements were being sent 

68 II, 266-270. 
69 - II, 271-277. 
70 II, 278-282. 
71 II 1 283-2S7 • 

. 72 .- II, 288-291• 
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to the~ at Kure, it was suggested that the Shok~ku, 

Zuikaku and Ryujo T;ere being prepared for duty out-

side Espire v;a ters. The com:..Lc-.nclers o!' the c.ir fleets 

s.nd Carrie:r Division Tv.-o haC. begun to scra:nble the 

seric..l nu:nbers of tt1eir messE.ges, inC.icating . that 

plans were under way ~or operations which woulti de-
73 . 

Dlz.Ilu t 1.:.e utwost co!Il:llunica.tion security. 

Carrier Division Two was to send. fifteen ship-

bo~rd bombers, fi~hters, and oive bo~bers to the 

~~reus Islanas. Tnis action T.as unQOUbtedly caused . 
74 

by cliversionary attc.cics of the u.~. f . Boise. It was 

th0ught th£.t Air Squad.ron Twenty-three, which had 

seen mucn service for the J~p~ese in the Dutch East 
75 

Ind.ie s, v:as no;-; being shifted to the Solomon Islands. 

C~rrier plane groups at Kisaratsu ~ere to be brought 

to Rabaul by an air tender of the Eleventh Air Fleet, 

The location of many important Japanese com- · 

manders in the South Pacific was established by traf-
76 

fie analysis~ anc !ro~ Japanese Army, as well as Naval 

raciio traffic~ some il!lportan t information ;;as c.e-

II, 
II, 
II, 

73 -
74 
75 
76 - II, 
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rived. Many enemy dispatches referred to the air-

craft reinforcements which were flying into the Truk-

Rabaul e.rec.. Two enemy scouting plc..nes r;ent out from 
78 

Rabaul to observe operations in the Tulagi area, and 

the Tatsuta reported that three Allied pl~es r.ere 
79 

f.ttacking it. 

Japanese Radio Intelligence intercepted the 

report of an Allied scouting plane v;hich had sighted 

a J apo.nese convo;' . It 1\'~S evicient t h&t the J~pc.nese 
80 

were gua.rciing Allieci. radio signals very closely. The 

usual convoy move~ents along tne ene~yts su; ply lines 

\·:ere n~ted on this d~y, (1nd their positions were fur

nisne<i to A!ll.e ric"n operatione.l 'utnorities. An 

urgent dispatcil !ro!.il a maru in the Kure-Sasebo area 

in~icc.ted a possible sighting of Allied forces in 

that re&ion. This information was of grec.t opera-

tional im~ort~nce because it could be speecily trrns

~itteu to Allied subaarine . forc€s for profitable 

tactical use. The sinking of many enei!ly supply ships 

by A!neric~ submc;.rines will ·be an ie1portant factor in 

the eventu<=-1 wec.kening of the Jo.po.nese along the 
' 

77 - II, 307-308. 
78 - II, 309-313. 80 79 - II, 31~-315. 
80 - II, 31 • 
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periphery or their acquired insular possess1on5. In

!orm4tion concerning the position of Japanese convoys 

has been o! great assistance 1n the success of the 
81 

American su~~2riue c~paign. 

The Yokosuka Third Specicl Landing Force was 

to leave for Rabaul !rom ~mbon at soa e · time after 
S2 

August 12~ 1942. Among the enemy units moving along 

sup~ly routes between the Empire and the South Poc1f1c 

were a tender of the Eleventh .Air Fleet, a submo.rine 

tenC:..er approaching Truk1 ana another air tender on 

its way to Raboul. Several unidentified units ~ere 
83 

~lso note~ &t sea. 

Submarine radio traffic decreased in vol~ne 

on this day, but 1 t Vias noticed that. the Commander of 

Submarine Squadron One was leaving the E.npire for the 
84 

south. Several reports indicated that Allied sub-
85 

marines had been spotted in this area, and on the 

other h~d, Japanese submarines were noticed 1n the 
86 

New BritE::.i.n-Solomon region. 

81 - II, .317-.332. 
82 - II, 33.). 
8.3 - II, 3.34-.344· 
84 II, .346-348. . .. 
85 - II, .349-.350. 
86- II, .351-353. 81 
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The Commander in Chie! o! the Pacific Fleet's 

Bulletin for August 13, 1942 stated that the Shokaku~ 

Hayatakc., Ryujo, ,Zuiho and Hite.kc. were all in southern 
'67 

J"apan. 

An interesting diplomatic dispatch !rom the 

Japanese ~bassador in Chile to Tokyo desc1·ibed the 
68 

efforts of Japanese agents to keep Chile neutral. 

AUGUST lL, 19L2 

EneJLy co:..UlilC.nciers in the Rabau.l area were ~uite 
89 

active, and in turn, the Navy General Staff ~as 
90 

issuing directives to these commanders. The Co:i%1-

mande:r in Cllief of the Second Fleet was apparently en 

route to the southern area., and it was thought that 

he was planning operations in conjunction with the 
91 

Co~ander in Chief o! the First Air Fleet. 

Cruiser Division Seven an~ Destroyer Squanron 

Three, formerly associated \ ;-1 th the Pacific Force in 

the Netherlands East Indies, were now operating under 
92 

the Commander in Clue! o! the Third Fleet. Several 

87 - II, 354. I • • 

s;; - II, 355. 
89 II, 356-357. 
90 - II, 358. 
91 II, 359. 82 92- II, 360-362. 
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-unidentified eneilly units were s.chedu1ed to arrive at 

Guadalcaa41 on August 15, 194~, an occupction force 

from Rab&ul w&s about to depcrt for Gizo Isl~nc, 
93 

south of Bougainville in the Solomons, anc. the Di-

rector-Inspector of Personnel Y-as busy with perso~~el 

assignments for Japanese ships .arrivir.g in the Malay 
94 

arec:.. 

An ene~ warship, tentatively icientified as a 

b~ttleship, r.as thought to be leaving the Empire !or 
95 

an assignment in northern waters. Cruiser Division 

Six was still at Kavieng, and cert~in incications led 

to the belief that one ship of this organiz~tion had 
. 96 

been sunk. Destroyer Divisions Four and seventeen 

were active in the Rabaul are& 1 \':here Destroyer Divi

sion Four was charged vdth the sa!e arrival of the 

I~~i Detachment, a specially trained organization 
97 

force. Destroyer Division Thirty was moving from 

Sasebo to Rabaul via Truk, ann the Akikaze left Rabaul 
98 

for Buka Island. A division of Destroyer Squadron 

93 - II, 363-364. 
94 - II, 365-366. 
95 - II, 367. 
96 - II, 368-369. 
97 - II, 370-371. 
9S - II 1 372-374. 83 
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Four and Destroyer Squadrons Two and Fifteen ~ere 

a.ssoci~ ted v.-i th the K:gu !.tc;.ru and Cruiser Di vi sioi".L 
99 

Seven. 

Japanese carriers, air groups and carrier 

guard destroyers ~ere more active on this day than at 
100 

any other time in the preceding two months. A mes-

sage !rom Carrier Division Two received on August 1~, 

19..~~.2 an6 deciphered more fully at this time, indi

cated that th~ enemy was planning to strike at an 
101 

Allied task force. Incidentally, C~rrier Division 

Two was di vicied, wi tll one section operating in the 
. 102 

north and the other in southern waters, where units 
lOJ 

of the Tr~rci Air Attack Force were being transferred. 

Direction finder bee:;;rings inciicated that the Zuikc;.ku 
104 

and the Shokaku were still in Empire waters. 

Traffic analysis indicate~ that Air S~uadron 

Tl'enty-three was active in the Koepo.ng area; the Four

teenth Air Corps was situ~teQ at a base near K~aja

lein, r.ith one detachment at Gasmata; the Com:na..11der 

of the Fifth Air .Attack Force ~as at. Truk, the Com-

99 II, 375-378. ,. 

100 - II, 379. 
101 - II 1 380. 
102 II, 381. 84 103 - II, 382-383. 
104 - II, 384-385. 
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manders of the :Fourth Air Attack Force and the Four

teenth Air Group were in the Karshall Isl&ncs; the 

Xisaratsu Air Group was at Ambon, the Co~;ander o! 

the Bihoro Air Group was at Kisaratsu1 the Co~ander 

of the Takao Air Group was at Kendari, anci tlle Com-
lOS 

mander of the Eleventh Air Fleet was at Tinian. · 

The Comnander of the Tainan Air Group was active, but 
106 

his location coulc not be fixed. 

The Co~der of Air Group ?.Tas ir.. the 

vicinity of Saipan, ~hile part of his organization 

was en route from Yokosuka to Rabcul 1 via K2vieng, 
107 

on t~e ~ir Tenuer Several marus were en-

gaged in transporting 'ircraft replacements trom the 
108 

~pire to the Southwest Pacific. The importc.nce of 

these plane replacements · ror any future success of 

the Japanese could not be oTerestimated, since con

stant pressure was being exerted on Japanese aircraft 

manufacturers to accelerate the ship~ent or planes to 
109 

this threatened area. 

Rabaul was becoming increasingly important as 

the center or Japanese operations• and the assignment 

- - -

105 - II, 386-396. 
106 - II, 397. 
107 - II, 398-400. 
108 II, 401-404. 
109 ti. 4~-
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of a meteorological unit to that port .indicated that 

aircraft l:ould play an iaportant role in !ut·ure de-
110 

fen :)e. Tne Buna C~.irport was receiving much atten-

tion from the enemy, and the rc.pici progress of its 

construction pointed to the desire or the Japanese to 

use it as quickly as possible. Enemy merchAnt ships 

cont inued their usual activity, c.nt the Tatsut~ an-

nounced the s&fe arrival of a convoy \':"ilich it :ftad 
111 

been escorting in t he vicinity of Lae. The Com-

manQer in Cr~ef of t he Eighth Fleet or~ered several 

~~rus to proceec to Rabaul, and traffic analysis re-

ve <:~le ci. that four other marus were already en route 
112 

there. 

The Sata arrived at Trulc and t he f leet tanker 

~hich had been engaged in refueling Cruiser Division 

Six near Kavieng, was nor. sailing from Rabaul to 
113 

Sa ipan. A submarine tender also arrived at Truk~ 

and it was t hought th~t Sub~arine Squadrons One and 

Two woulci. proceed to the s outh after necessary re-
114 

pairs had been effected. One Japanese submarine, 

patrolling the Solomons area, sent a warning that it 

11.0- 406-407. 
... 

II, 
111 - II, 403-410. 

86 112- II, 411-415 .. 
113 - II., 416-417. 
114 - II, 413-421. 
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had si:.hted an Allie-d striking force in the vicinity 

of Tdagi. Yea.n•ihile, lilied sub!!l~rines were launch-
115 

ing att~cks against ~aphnese merchant ships. On 

tr!e other hi:1!1C., close attention was paid to the f.•osi

tion of Japanese submarines, and many W€re tracked by 

airection finders. It was evi6ent that ene~y sub-

marine activity was centralized in the Solo:nons area 
116 

at this ti!Ile. 

A report !ro:n a Japanefe agent in Nev.' York 

purportea t : give the opinion of the United States 

Navy Department concerning the cam.pc.ign in the Solo-

mon Islancis. Accorcing to t he agent 1 the N~vy Depart

ment in WC1shington believed thc t the naval and r~ir 

battles of the Solomon anc Aleuti~n Islands ~ere 

doome~ to failure because observers at the scene of 

action had reported the inadequacy or the lancing 

forces. However, 1 t v;as thought by Washington . author

ities that continuous attempts to land throughout 

J Gpanese-occupied territory would establish a second 

front in the P~cific. Considerable sacrifice would 

be made in order to secure im?ortant positions occu-

115 
116 

II, 422.-424. 
II, 425-429. 
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pied by the Japanese. The Bulletin o! the Co~ander 

in Chief of the ·pacific Fleet issued on this 6.ay 

stressec that ene..:1y· submc.rine units were moving into 

the Ner; Britain area and 1'lere also present near Tula-
118 

gi. 

AUGUST 15, 1942 

The Co~ar.der 1.r. Chief of the Eighth Fleet, 

v:h·:J v;as ashore at Rabaul 1 e.dC.ressecl the Chief cf 
119 

Staff of the Second Fleet in his operational. re~orts. 

~~ unidentified man-of-w~r was proceeding to serve in 
120 

the forces nncier ·t:1e Eighth Fleet Coi:Li.and. 

There ·were many indications of future fleet 

movements from various parts of the Ewpire to the 

vicinity of Tr~. The Chief of Ste:.ff of the Third 

Fleet supervised uovements of ene~y ships from the 
121 

Netherlands East Indies to Rabaul. 

Traffic analysis revezlec the locations of 

important ~apanese officials a~ !ollohs: the Per

sorme 1 Officer of the Chichij im.a Base Force and the 

117 - II, 430. 
118 - II~ 431. 
119 - II, 432-433. 
120 - II, 434-436. 
121 - II, 437-438. 88 
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Chief of Staff of the Oki Group were at Rabaul; the 

Commander in Chief of the Fourth Fleet et Jaluit and 

the Co~ar.der of the Sase.bo Fifth Special Landing 

Force ~;as near Buna. Arrangements were being made 
122 

for tne passage of convoys to Kakassar. 

Various 3apanese base forces were located at 

the follo';\ing pointsa The Fourth Base Force at Trulq 

Fi.ftr1 Base Force at Saipan; Sixth at Jalui t and the 
12.3 

Eiglit.tt at Rabaul. 'Warning ·,;as now sent to United 

St~tes Navy operational authorities tr~t an enemy 

task force o! the Second Fleet was on its way to the 

Bismarck-Solomons area and would arrive there approxi-
124 

mately August 21 or 22, 1942. An enemy battleslrlp 

which had been silent since late in April 1942, once 

again appe~red in radio traffic. This ship r.as ten

tatively identified as belonging to Battleship Divi-
125 

sion One. 

Enemy radio tr~ffic volume on this day was 

rather low in all areas, but an import211t develop

ment occurred in Japanese co~unication security 

measures. A special five-number cipher system used 
I 

122- II, 439-44.3. 
123 - II, 444· 89 124- II, 44'>· 
12S- II~ 446. 
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by the Japanese in the southern area during the pre

ceding !ev: days was no;·.: employed for generc.l purposes 

in all areas. 

made it increasingly diffi-
126 

cult to inentify enemy units. In conjunction with 

Jc; pc:.nese ef'forts to hamper Al!lericC-n Com.munica tion In-

telligence activities, the enemy increased his o~ 

intercept and direction £1n6er cover~ge by receiving 

rer.ul~r reports !rom radio st2tions at kmboinc. aud 
127 

SoE;;rc:.baja. 

Cruiser Division Six was still in the general 

vicinity of Raba~l and Cruiser Division Seven, ~~th 
128 

sever~l destroyers at Kakassar. Evidence was ob-

served that a cruiser departing fro~ Rabaul for Japan 
129 

on August 15, 1942 had possibly suffered damage. 

Destroyer Division Thirty-four v;-as escorting 

ships carrying planes from the Marshalls to Rabaul, 

while tYio units of Destroyer Division Sixteen es

corted air tenders en r~ute from the E~pi~e to Truk 
·:.,. . 

1~6- II, 447-448. 
127 - II, 4-1.9. 90 
128 - II, 450-452. 
129 - II, L.S3. 
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Ti~ Saipan. Other destroyers en route to Rabaul were 

Destroyer Divisions Three, Four ana Seventeen plus 

one destroyer from Division Fifteen. Destroyer Divi-

sions Three and Seventeen had formerly escorted air-

craft carriers, but at this time there was no indi

cation of the presence or carriers in the South 

Pacific. However, it was pointed out that the possi

bility of Japanese carriers moving into this area in 
131 

tne neer future shoul~ not be overlooked. 

Destroyer Division Seventeen -arrivec at Tr~ 

on August 14, 1942 anQ Destroyer S~uacron Three, re

cently associatec with Cruiser Division Seven, indi

cated that it woulc arrive at Rabo.ul at 1600 on 
132 

August 16 1 194~· 

Despite tne possibility mentioned previously 

that J&pcnese carriers might be movin~ into the South 

Pecific r.ith their destroyer escorts, it was noticed 

that with the exception of sin5le beo.rir+gs which 

placed the Shokaku, Hitaka and Hosho in Empire wo.ters, 
133 

the remaining carriers were inactive. 

Carrier Division Tiio re~uested that shore 

130 II, 454-456. 
131 II, ~57-459. 
132 - II, 460. 
1.33 - II 1 461. 
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facilities for operations o!f !larcfu> Island be oade 
134 

available. The existence of th~ Saipan Air Force 
1)S 

v,;as disclosed by a nev: rGdio cal!~ e.nd increased 

activity on the part of tenders anC: destr·oyers of the 

First Air Fleet indicated that a ner: movement "'i"aS 
1,36 

about to tGke place. The great n~ber of ~eather 

reports, as well as routine dispatches emanating from 

the Truk-Marshalls-Rabaul area suggested that Japa-
.1.37 

ne~e ~ircraft movements into th~t region continued. 

Air reinforcements were being ferried con-

stantly to the South Pacific !ro~ the Em~ire. A 

Jc.pane~e <iispa tch had mentioned the use of v-;hc.:t ~c.s 

th~ught to be paratroops, but speecy investig~tion 
1.38 

disclosed th£- t it referreci to enemy grounci. troops. 

The use of air power in providing escorts !or 

shipping was noticed in the Koepang 1 Soerabaja and 

Ambon arec.~. .Air SG,uadron Tv:enty-three, based in 

Java, and Air Squadron T~enty-five, situated c.t Ra-
1.39 

baul, were employed in this activity. Heavy ship-

ping in the Yokosuka c.nd Em?ire ~aters ,vas · also 

131 .. - II, 462 • . .. 
-· 

1.35 - II, 463. 
136 - II, 464-466. 
137 - II, 467-468·. 

92 138 II, 469-1:,70. 
139 II, 471-472. 

------------------------------------- -



( 

( 

OF:IGINAL 
1 December 1944 

AUGUST 15, 1942 (Continued) 
140 

provided with air co•erage. 

Japanese air groups were located in the !ol-

1o•:ing positions on August 15, 1942: 

Commander, Kisaratsu Air Group at M~rcus 
Is1UlC.; 

Co~ancter, Misa~a Air Group .at Gasmata; 

Co~ander, T~inan Air Group Gt Lee; 

Co~ander1 Tlrlrd Air Group at Ambon; . 

Co~an~er and Staff Comm~~ication Officer, 
Eleventh Air Fleet .at Tinian; 

Commancie r 1 Air Squadron Tv: en ty- t '::o s t 
Kisaratsu; 

Commander, Ksnoya Air Group at Sabang; 

Commander, Air Squadron T~enty-three at 
Koepang; 

Commander, Tc..kao Air Group at Ken.dari. (141) 

T~~'O detc::.chDlents o! the Fourteenth Air Group 

were at Tulagi and Gasmata respectively, though the 

Commander or this organization was operating in the 
142 

Uand.ate s . Seven eir tericiers o! the Eleventh Air 

Fleet were in the ]twajalein zone; one wc..s near Jaluit, 
143 

and five v.ere in the Saipan-Iokosuka area. De-

ciph~rment of Japanese operational dispatches helped 

140 - II, 473-474. 
141 - II, 475-482. 
142 - II, 483-484. 
143 - II, 48S-488. 
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' 
to identify some enemy air units, and also confi~ed 

traffic analysis reports that many enemy aircraft 

were being shipped from the Empire into the South 
144 

Pacific. 

The constant shu~tling of enemy supply ships 

to and from the E~pire continued. Several m~rus were 

en route to Truk; some were at Rabaul anc a fe~ were 
145 

Empire bount. On August 9, 194~ the Co~ander in 

Chief of the Combined Fleet had ordered the Kaga Maru1 

of Cruiser Division Seven and Destroyer Division Two 

to rendezvous with the Second Fleet 1n the vicinity 

o! Truk on August 19 or 21,· 194~, and then ·to pro-
146 

ceed to RE1baul. 

The Commander of Submarine Squadron One was 

en route from the E~pire for duty in the Eighth Fleet 

area and the Commander or Submarine Squadron Three 

was operating near Truk, together v:i th t wo other 

units. Three enemy submarine divisions •vere active 
147 

in the Indian Ocean. Subm~rine Division Twelve was 

also noticed in the South Pacific, ~nd it was be-

lieved that the Submarine 

144 - II, 489-491. 
145 - II, 492-501. 
146 II, '02-503 .• 
147 - II, 504-507. 
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1ng enemy operations in that area. · ·. On the other 

hand, Allied submarines ~evoted themselves to the 

usual tc.sk of crippling ti1e Japanese supply lines, · 
149 

b7 attacking enemy merchantmen. 

A Bulletin issued by the Co~cn6er in Chief 

of the Pacific Fleet for Aur.ust 15 1 19.42 gave high-
150 

lights of the dayts co~unication intelligence. 

Espioncge reports from Japanese agents in the United 

States continue~ to flo~ to Tokyo via Yc.drid. Kost 

of t his intelligence, de~ling ~ith Allied convoys was 
151 

most useful to the Axis sub!na.rine campaign • 

.hUGUET 16, 1942 

Since both the Chief of the Jap~nese N£Vc1 

Genercl Staff ana the Co~nder in Chief or the Com

bined Fleet ~ere quite active on August 16, 19421 it 

~~ s believed th~t a reorganization of Jc.panese naval 
· 152 

forces was being completed. The heavy traffic 

emanating from the Tokyo Co~unication Section also 

indicated that changes were about to be made in the 

- II, 1L,8 
149 
150 
151 -
152-

II, 
II, 
II, 
II, 

508-509. 
510-511. 
512. 
51.3-515. 
516-517. 
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Enemy Aadio intelligence traffic was Tery 

11£nt at this time, but the Fifth Air Attack Force 
. 1S4 

and the Third and Eighth Fleets were active. The 

Commander in Chief of the second Fleet was eoncen-

trating ·his forces in the Sa~pan area, and it was ex

pected that this f1eet· would shortly move south~ard 
155 

to Truk. Tne discovery that the Commander in Chie! 

of the Fourth Fleet was receiving traffic via Jal~~t 

·caused the issuance of a special w~rning to United 

St~tes Naval operational authorities, since associa

tions bet\·;een the 'Fourth and Second Fleets were pos-
156 

sible indications of future joint operations. 

Deciphered enemy dispatches disclosed that the 

Comm~nder or the Dei Force was to operate under the 

jurisdiction o! the Commander in Chief.of the Eighth . . 

Fleet in the Outer South Seas1 where the principal . 

Japanese objective was the recapture and defense or 
157 

Guadalcanal and Tulagi. Japanese forces on Guadal:-

canal Island were in constant communication with 
158 

units of t he·Fourth Fleet • 

153 - II, 518-520. 
154 - II, 521-522. 
155 - II, 523-525. 
156- II, 526-528. 96 
157- II, '29-SJO. 
158 - II, S.31-532. 
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Cruiser Division Six was actively engaged in 
159 

escort duty in the Kavieng-Rabaul area, end though 

Cruiser Division Seven was thought to be en route to 

join the second Fleet near Truk1 it was also possible 

thut it planned to rendezvous with Cruiser Division 
160 

Eight and the First Air Fleet near Saipan. 

Destroyer Squadron Two announced its arrival 

at Tr~ fro~ Iokosuka, and an analysis o~ the dis

patches o! its commander led to the supposition that 
161 

the Atago was the flagship of the Second Fleet. 

Other forces vere presumed to be r,ith the Commander 

in Chief of the Second Fleet, but there wer·e no clues 

to their i dentity. Destroyer Squadron Three, for~erly 

associ~ted with Cruiser Division Seven, reported its 
162 

arrival at Truk .. 

Tne enemy was evidently reinforcing its de

stroyer strength in the Solomons, since in the Truk

Rabaul area were noticed the follo~ingt The Commander 

of Destroyer Squadron Four and the Commander o! one 

of his subordinate destroyer divisions; Destroyer . 
Division Thirty; two units o! Destroyer Squadron 

159 - II, 533-534. 
160 - II, 535-539. 
161 - II, 540-543• 
1.62 - II, S44. 
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Three; the Co.!ll.!IlQ.n<ier of Destroyer Division Four; 

Destroyer Division Seventeen' anc one unit each of 
16.3 

Destroyer DiTisions Sixteen &nc T~enty-nine. 

· The Japanese were sen~ing plC!ne reinforce:Ilen ts 

into the Solomons to repel any further Junerica.n ad-

v~ces. Planes !rom the Takao Group~ the Yokohama 

.Air Group anci the Fourteenth Air Group v.;ere .movecl 

into this area. The Fourteenth Air Group ha( formerly 

be e.n based in the Mar~h"-.lls ~no. its appearc.nce in the 

Solomons rienoted the ur9ency of toe situation !rom 
lb4 

the ,1C:!p~ne£e vier.~yoint. It we: s no t iced th<:. t the 

Co:ll.llencier of the Kis~:r2 tsu Air Group n. s at llc~rcus 

Isl~nri on August 15 1 1942 and a carrier plane group, 

had stopped at Kiseratsu on i t s way to the 
165 

South Pacific. 

Since Destroyer Divisions Three and Seventeen 

of Destroyer S~u~dron Tan were en route fro~ Truk and 

were destineQ to arrive at Rabeul on August 16, 19421 

and since the First Air Fleet anci Lll J .:. p..-.neE.e car-

riers were observing r~aio silence, there v.as s pos

sibility that the movements of these destroj'crs re-

163 - II, 5~5-553. 
164 - II, 55 ~-557. 
165 - II, S5S-563. 98 
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fleeted the movements of the carriers~ though it was 

stated th4t the Japanese carriers were not associated 
166 

~ith the Raba·ul area. However~ all Japanese car-

riers appe~red to be in home waters at this t~e. 

The Rrujo ~as not inclu~ed in the collective cell !or 

Carrier Division Two, which was considered as a pos

sible in~ication that this ship was being refitted in 
167 

a navy ye.rd. Nevertheless, it was believed that an 

important carrier movement was taking place or about 
168 

to take place in the Yokosuka area. 

Tr~ffic associations disclosed the movement 

of sever~l air ten~ers in the direction o! Truk. All 

of this activity confiroed aircraft reports that the 

Japanese were senciing heavy plane reinforcements, air

craft personnel and supplies into this area to aid 
169 

in the repulsion or the Allied invaoers. Reference 

to ~ previously deciphered enemy dispatch relating to 

t~e moveoent of •p~ratroops• ~as made again at this 

time, but it was decided th&t mention of an ~ir-borne 
170 . 

division did not necessarily mean paratroops. 

Japanese merch~t ships provided usual supply 

166 - II, 564-567. 
167 - II, 568-569. 
168 - II, 570. 
169 - II, 571-578. 
170 - II, 579. 

~-. ·. 
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lines betr.een the South Pacific and· various northern 

bQse~. The Kin~i Maru v.as c~rrying the Fifth Special 

L&n~ing Force to Rabaul for ~ction against the Allies, 

c.nci a nU!.tber of other ships We!'e en route from Saipa.n 

to Truk.. Several •~·ere in the Rabaul area, incluc:i.ng 

an air tenter ana auxiliary, while several were re-
171 

turninr fro;J the South Pacific to ho.::,e waters. 

A!!lerican subma.rine s ·were crip:cling the ene::1y 

supply lir.es by' their aggressive attacks. The Gosnu 

Maru reported on this day t11:.::. t it haC. been c. t.tccked 

by a.n kllieci sub;::tarine,and contact reports fro::.1 a 

ma.ru attc.ched to the Sixth Base Force gave further 
172 

intiicatioLs o! Allied activity. 

It was expected tlu ... t Jc.pane::e subrne.rine ac-

tivity would. increase within the near future since 

c.tc~i tionc.l sub:nc.rines were reinforcing Japanese opera-

tional strength in this area. Allied .direction finder 
17.3 

reports also confirmed this prediction. 

Seve1·al unidentified originators v:ere en route 

to Truk and, though no positive information ~as 

available concerning these units, the direction or 
' 

--- - - -----

171 - II, 580-595. 
172- II, 596-598. 
173 - II, 599-601. 100 
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their moTe~ents indicated the general trend. 

enemy unit, possibly a reconnaissance plane, an

nounced that •rour enemy entered port at 1600•. This . 

message was thought to refer to Allied ships at · Tulagi 

since the information was sent to the Eighth Fleet• 
175 

~hich was responsible for this area. 

The SU!ill!lary issued by the Intelligence Officer 

of the United States Pacific Fleet on August 161 1942 

stated thzt reinforcements were being shipped by the 

3apanese to the Rabaul arec1 and th=t the carriers 

Hitak~, 5aratak~ ~nd Zuiho were thought to be operat

ing near Yarcus Island. It further stated that the 

location of the Shokaku, ~uikaku and Ryujo was not 

kno~ exactly, but was thought to be in southern 

;apan, with the possib~lity that p~rt or all had de

parted !rom tl~t area for the south. Cruiser Division 

Seven was en route from the Netherlands East Indies 

to Truk~ where it might rendezvous with the First or 

Second Air Fleet or possibly with both. The date or 

anticipated rendezvous was around August 20 or 21 I 
1.76 .. 

1.942. 
. .... 

174 II, 602-607. 
175 - II, 608-609. 101 176 - II, 610. 
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The Commander in Chief of the Pacific Fleet'~ 

Bulletin on August 16, 1942 stated that ftHitaka, 

Hcva taka and Zuiho op~-r~ ting in vicinity Jl?..rcus 
177 

Island. Other carriers thou~ht still in Japan~ • 

.AUGUST 17, 194.2 

Heavy Ja~anes~ radio traffic made it evident 

th&t the enemy \YaS making every effort to reinforce 

their Southeaster~ Pacific units and to r~gain their 

lost bases. l1unda -::as reoccupied by the Japanese at 
178 

this time. 

A ~ajor change in Jcpanese call signs was 1m-

minent judging from the numerous dispatches emanating 

from ~he N~val Communication Office at Tokyo. This 
179 

chanbe ;·,·ent into effect at midnight August 17, 1942. 

Many enemy planes were operating in the Gilbert 

Islands but .the use of secret tactical calls made 
180 

identification impossible. 

The Eighth Fleet area continued to be the most 

active as the Commander in Chief of the Second Fleet 

approached Truk. It was believed .that the Atago was 

the flagship o: this fleet, and slated to operate in 

177 - II, 611. 
178 - II, 612-615. 
179 - II, 616-617. 
180 - II, 618. 
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the Rabaul area. The First Air Fleet was also in-
181 

terested in this region. Despite the flurry of 

activity in the South Pacific, the Commander in Chiet 
182 

of the Co~bined Fleet still remained in home waters. 

Cruiser Division Seven was .still en route from 

the Netherlands East Indies to Truk where it was ex-

pected to rendezvous ~ith other cruisers forming a 
183 

task force. Destroyer Division Twenty-nine, which 

h&C. been opere. ting cronnCi liew Britain and had been 

associateri ~ith Cruiser Divisions ·six and Eighteen, 
. 184 

wc.s nol'o' observed nec..r Saipan. Destroyer Squaciron 

Tvto enG. t't:O divisions of Destroyer Squatron Ten were 

oper&ting out of Rabaul. Units of Destroyer Squadron 

Three were at both Ambon and Truk, and ten ciestroyers 

were escorting the Ik_~i Ikki Detachment into the 
185 

Solomons. 

Japanese Radio Intelligence units maint ained 

constant ~atch on Allied aircraft radio c~~els tor 

& deciphered ene~y dispatch reve~led th~t information 
186 

had been obtained by the Japanese fro~ our planes. 

181 II, 619-625. 
18~ II, 626. 
183 II, 627-6~9. 
184 - II, 630-632. 
185 - II, 633-637. 
186 - II, 638 • 
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A request for additional air support in the 

Mandates area was issued by the Co~ander in Chie! 
187 

of the Fourth Fleet. Traffic to the First Air 

Fleet continued to be delivered by Tokyo which indi

cated thEt this organization was still in thut general 
188 

area. Japanese carriers had been silent for some 

time, but a dispatch !rom Carrier Division Two in

dicated th~t three carriers ~ere either at Yokosuka 
. 189 

or at sea.. A detachment of the Yo~osuka Flying 

Bo~t Squadron was near Gasmat~, and a fighter plane 

group at Kisaratsu w~s expected to be moved to Truk 
190 

on auxiliaries or the First Air Fleet or on carriers. 

A decipherea enemy dispatch announced th&t the Buna 

airport would. be ready on August 16, 1942, after a 
191 

week of strenuous endeavor to put it into operation. 

The k{ikkai Karu announced its arrival at B.a.

baul and the Commander of the Japanese Subuarine 

Force was still at Yokosa~a from which a division and 

Sub:tarine Squadron Eight were to move south;;arc!. to 
192 

Truk. Many ~a.panese subm~rines were located by 

187 II, 639. 
188 II, 640-641. 
139 II, 642-643. 
190 - II, 644-647. 
191 - II, 6,4.8. 
192 - II, 649-651. 

104 



( 

ORIGINJ..L 
1 Dece:llber 1941.. 

AUGUET 17, 1942 {Continued) 

traffic analysis at this time. One suhma!"ine was at 

.Kure, two were tro.nsmitting in the Rabc.ul arec:.~ and 
19.3 

several T.'ere ne::.r Ja.lui t. The Com..ma"ncier o~ Sub-

marine S~uadron One was en route to the South PQcific 

to relieve the Co:!Ulallder of Subcc;.rine SGuadron Three 

as Co~naer in Chief o! the Japanese Southeastern 
194 

Suomarine Force. Two enemy subm2rines were sched-

uled to cruise in the vicini t~p of · Cape Nojima on this 

day~ while another message disclosee the. t an Allied 

submarir.e ha C. attacked s.n unkno-wn originc;.tor on the 
195 

previous day. 

The Fleet Intelligence Su:n.mc.ry of August 17, 

19!.2 issued fro~ the flagship of the co~an~er in 

Chief of t~e Pacific Fleet statca that the Hivo, 

Hay~t?fa and Zuiho were remaining in Empire waters, 

but that •the Zuikaku and Shokc..ku, plus the :RvuJo, 

although still apparently ptesent in Empire ~aters 
. 

will definit ely go south if not alreody under ~ay in 
196 

that direction•. The Commander in Chief of the 

Pacific Fleet's Bulletin for August 17, 1942 warned 

that air reinforcements were being sent to Tru.~ snd 
/ 

193 II, 652-654· ··' · 

194 - II, 655· 105 195 - II, 656-657. 
196 II, 658. 
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}Jal!:in Islanc ,.,.t:..s !'aided in a surprise att:.ck 

· on .Au ~·ust 17-13, 1942 by a rc.ider b~ ttc:lion of the 

United States ~c.rines operating from the Argoneut and 

the Nautilus, sub::1arines of the United States Ne;.vy. 

UnC.ertat:er1 pc.rt1y to destroy ene::ty forces on the 

i£lanc, anc partly to gain infor~G tion, its prim~ry 

pur~~se ~c.s to divert the forces oi ~ne J apanese from 

c:.n att : ck O!: Guadc.lcanc.l · plo.nne 6. for lete August. 

Tne raic succeeded in wrecking Jap&nese plc.ne~, sh~ps 

end su~~lies a~c achieved a hoped-for diversion of 

ene::uy ship.s anC.. aircraft. The eff€cts of tl1.is raid 

~ere r~ve~led in ene~y radio traffic, since several 

contc::.ct reports fromllakin Island were given v:ice <.iis

tribution to all important co~anners in the Pacific. 

The Co~anuer of the Eleventh Air Fleet at F&baul, 

anc the Co!!Lliand~r of the Fourth Air Attack Group ·were 

put on the alert, end ene~y patrol pl?.nes bec~e very 

active in the Marshall Islen6.s after the first \':arn-
198. 

inr,s had been issued. 

the activity of our forces at Makin 
' 

197 - II, 659. 
198 - II, 662-665. 
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Island and though Zapanese subcari.ries and aircraft 

Fere kno~ to have been engaged~ no in&ication ~as 
199 

received ~t this time of any enemy losses. 

AUGUST 18, 1942 

J~panese call signs were change~ ~t midnight 

J.ugust 18 1 1942 an~ it wa~ also anticipatec thc:t 
20~ 

their coQes would be changed in the very near future. 

Increased Jap&nese communic~tion security pre-

cautions deleye~ pro~pt identification of the ~any 

organizations noted in this day's heevy operational 

re:.dio trc.ffic, which was centereli around Gu.adalcanal • 

.Many old ais:tJatches liere circulated anew a.t this 
201 

.ti:Ae. 

Trai'fic analysis indica teci till.. t the co.umancier 

in C•rlef of the Second Fleet1 who was at Truk and 
202 

the First .Air Fleet were closely assoc~atec1. The 

Combined Fleet Staff was in J"apan., and the Stz.ff Co:n

munication Officer of Air Sc;.uadron Twenty-two was 
203 

stationed at Tinian. · Cruiser Division Eighteen, 

for which Destroyer Division Eight o-r Destroyer 

199 -
200 -
201 -
202 
203 -

II, 666. 
II, 667-669. 
II, 670-674. 
II, ·675-676. 
II, 677-681. 
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Squacron Four ~cted as a racio agent, still supported 

the Sasebo Fifth Special Lan.:.ing Force in the Euna 

areG.. Cruiser Division Seven anC. DestroyE?r Squac.ron 

Th.r·ee he. C. fin'-.lly separated on their journey from the 
204 

Ec.st Indies to the South Pe:.cific. 

Details of the enemyts pl~s for acti~e de

fense of Guad:::lc~nal Yt'ere reve~lec by deci:phE·r!.!lent. of 

~o~e important operationc.l disp2tches. The exi~tence 

of an ene~y Jzp~~e se •B• Operc.tianc.l.Fo~ce was ~lso 

re:vec.leci, but very little in:t'orlaation was avail~i:>le 
205 

conce rninf it. 

J.UGUS'I 19, 191..2 

Although tr1e chane:e in enemy call signs on 

Au~u~t 18, 19~2 mc.te the identific~tion of Japanese 

units difficult, t he Second Fleet enc the First .Air 

Fleet v.-ere still nea.r Truk, ·.-. 1 th a strikin~ force 1 

possibly including aircr~ft c~rriers, scheduled to 
206 

renC.ezvous in ti1e vicinity ~bout t nis time. To 

dec:.l ..,,,i th the Allied attf:' cks on Kc.kin Islwe, all 

enerny forces in the. t general are~, including the 

20~ II, 682-688. 
20; - II, 689-690. 
206 - II, 741-7~2. 
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Makin Relief Force, the Sixth Base l'orce, Nineteenth 
208 

Air Group ant even the Kago Operatio~s Force, a 
209 

possible task group under the Second Fleet command1 

"Kere brou~ht into action. At the same time, increased 

Jap~nese army activities suggested the routing or re

inforcements to the Solomons atd Rabaul fro~ the 
210 . 

Philippines anc the Netherlands East In~ics. The 

Com.r.c.nci.er of the A~c:.tsuki Detachment was observed at 
211 

Pc.lao. 

Cruiser Division Seven arrived at Truk for 
212 

oper~tions ~gainst ne~ Alliea forces in the Solomons, 

an~ t he co~~ander of Destroyer Squadron Two and a 

civision of Destroyer Squadron Three ~ere also lo

cated in this vicinity. While an unkno~n destroyer 
213 

aivision operated from Tulagi, Destroyer Division 

Twenty-seven and Destroyer Squadron Jour were .asso-
. 214 

a unit of Destroyer cia te ci. v:i th the )(ar shall I slcnds; 
215 

Division Thirty was at Saipan en- route to Rabaul, 

207 - II, 743-746. 
~03 - II, 747-748. 
209 - II, 749. 
210 - II, 751-753. 
211 - II, 754. 
212 - II, 756-757. 
213 - II, 759-765. 
214 - II, 766-769. 
215.- II, 770. 
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anQ a ship !ro~ Destroyer Division Eight w&s escort-
216 

ing the Chitose. 

Throughout the New Guinea-~olomons area, Japa

nese planes m£de frequent cont~ct reports , rElayed by 
217 

the Fourth Fle ~ t Co~&na, ana the carriers Hitaka 

ana Zuiho gave indications of a possible movement 
~lB 

south. Ene:ny air activity v.as not confined to the 

Soutt~v.:e~t Pc.cific, for most of the Je:.panese carriers 
219 

see~ec to be in the Empire. A fighter s~u~dron was 

at Chich.ij imo, the Iouj i:ua Base in the Bonins was 
220 

prominent in r&~io tr~ffic, the Kisaratsu Air Group 

was at ~arcus Isli..nC:, and Air t'~uaC.ron T'o\-·enty-six was 
221 

1n the Empire. Despite the activity in the Empire, 

~ long operation~l dispatch between Eighth Fleet area 

commands, though unreadable, suggesled future opera-
222 

tions in the South Pacific. 

Uni~entified Japanese units continued to be 

routed throughout the Empire and Southern Pecific, 

anci. one tanker believed to have been sunk in July 

~16 - .II, 771. 
217 - II, 772-773. 
218 - II, 77/t-775. 
219 II, 776. 
220 - II, 777-778. 
221 - II, 779-780. 
222 - II, 731. 110 
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1~42 ~~s again supplying ene~y !orces. Contact re~ 

ports disclosed m~ny offensive air actions by the 
224 

~llie5, and the presence of ~apanese submarine re-
225 

inforce:nents was noted in the Truk arec.. • 
. 

In the Bulletin of the Commander in Chief of 

the Po.cific Fleet for .Aug:ust 19~ 1942 the possibility 

of enemy carriers moving southwarc from the E~pire 
226 

v:c..s stressed. 

jiUGUST 20, 1942 

Intensified co~unication security prec~utions 

on the part of the Jo.pane sP cont1nu~6 to 6elay the 

rec.ding; of ene!ny Iilessz.ges . lSevertheless , it was· .~b

served thz.t the heavy r e;dio traffic was mainly aC.

ministrative, concerning the suppl ying of ships and 

submarines, ~hile the absence of Japanese r~oio in

telligence tr~ffic suggested the enemy's ~~ilure . to 
. 227 

anticipcte Allied invasion movements. From the 

regions &round Guadalc~"lal and Makin Isl.e:..nd, however, 
22S 

Japanese operational dispatches still emanated. 

223 - II~ 782-789. 
224 - II~ 790-792. 
225 - II, 79'3·-794. 
2~6 - II, 795. 
227 - II, 796-798. 111 
228 - II, 799-30.3. 
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Both the Commander 1n Chief and Chief of Starr 

of the Eighth Fleet, at sea near Rabaul, c..nd the Com

mc..nder in Chief of tne Second ~leet at Truk appeared 
229 

to be involved in southern offensives. 1leither 

battleships nor carriers were observed in the South 
230 

Pc..cific at this tioe, but the flagships of Cruiser 

Division Five, located at Truk, and of Cruiser Divi-
2.31 

sion Eif:llte:en appeared in traffic. Close a ttention 

\'ic.~ also pc.ia to enemy destroyers ~ince the ir act.i vi t~' 

~i ~ht have reflecte~ the movement of capital ships. 

The Co.mnunica. tion Off icer and one u..'1i t of Destroyer 

S~uauron Three, ~ith ~nother · ship were at P~lao; a 

ship of Destroyer S~uatiron T~o anti the fl~gship of 
2.32 

DestroyEr Squadron Four \'iere e:.. t Truk. 

~neJiy destroyers, uhether attGched t') a base 

force like Destroyer Division Tv:enty-seven or escort-
2.33 

ing other ships,· seemed to be concent rated in the 

Outer South Seas ares.. The Akikaze ana Destroyer 

Division Seve:nteen were at Rabaul, an unidentified 
2.34 

destroyer moved southward ·!rom the Empire, and 

229 - II, B04-eo1. : 

230 - II, sos. -
231 - II, 809-810. 

.I ::. .. 

2.32 - II, 811-81.3. 
233 - II, 816-817. 
2.34 - II, 818-820. 
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Cruiser Division Seven, with Destroyer Squadrons 

Three ar.d Fifteen and Destroyer Division TriO were 
235 

ordered into action with the Outer South Seas Force. 

Ur[ent traffic broadcast by enemy destroyers in the 
236 

Solomons inciicated c.n engagement with Allied forces. 

Yeanwr~le, in the Empire, the tactical exer-

cises of t ne cc.rriers Shokaku, Hitaka, Hc..v~taka and 

Zuiho ~ere believeQ to be covering an actu~l movement 

southw~rcs. This supposition wes strengthened by the 

routing of messages to the Corumander of Carrier Divi-
2.37 

sion Tv:o to Truk, where the Colili!:ander of J.ir S~uad
~.38 

ron Eleven ~as ~lso observed. Plane reinforcements 

and the Co~der of the Third Air Attack Force noved 

to the Kisaratsu Air St~tion, and enemy flights be-
239 

tween the .Warshalls an<.l Rabaul increased. Through-

out the Solomons, seaplene enci carrier plane forces 

were pro~inent~ while at Kend~ri in the Netherlands 

East Indies, officers of the Takao Air Group and the 
240 

T"t:enty-third. Air Squad.ron appeared. 

235 - II, 821-822. 
236 II, 82.3. 

0 ·,.. 

237 - II, 824-826. 
238 - II, 827. 
239 II~ 828-833. 
240 - II., 831,.-837. 
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The usual Japanese contact re·ports, including 

a warning concerning the presence or an Allieo sub-
241 

m'-.rine, were noted. Enemy messages, only recently 

neci~hered though sent in July and early August 1942 

~ho>'. ed the reinforcement of enemy positions in the 

Solomons by the Yokosuka1 the Fifth Special Landing 

anc! Eighty-fourth Guard Force s , as well as by many 
242 

supply ships. The gre~t amount of supplies passing 

betl'7een the Empire and South Pacific , via Saipan• 

denoted t he enemyts need for reinforce~euts in this 
24.3 

area. Expected to play a major role in cutting orr 
Allied lanQinr,s, the Co~ander of Japanese Submarine 

F·orces liC..S en route to .Taluit as was a division o~ 

Subm~rine Squaqron One. Subma~ine S~uadron Three, 
244 

l~wever, ~as departing for the Empire. 

The S~ary of the Fleet Intelligence O~ficer 

of the United States Pacific Fleet, &nd the Traffic 

Intelligence Su:mr.ary or the Fourteenth llaval District, 

in an esti~ate o! the disposition of the Japane~e 

Fleet, reported that no confirmation of any carrier 

movements southward had been recei~ed, · nor could 

241 - II, 838-840. 
242 - II, 841-855. 
?43 - II, 85B-S63. 
244 - II, 864-868. 
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24S 

bearings on Carrier Division T\ro be ·obtained. The 

daily Bulletin o! the Co~ander in Chie! or the 

Pacific Fleet, stated •no change in estimated carrier 
246 

position". 

hUGUST 21. 19.42 

Aside fro~ a plain language enemy dispatch 

givins hn account of the 12panese victory in the 
247 

first battle of tne Solomons, anG easily detected 
248 

attempts . by. the Japanese at r~dio deception, the 

amount of accurate intelligence gleanea !ro~ enemy 

messages decreased on this day. The 3apanese were 

constantly rectifying their communication mistakes, 
249 

and this resulted in greater security. Hov;-ever, 

one enemy call sign was definitely established as a 
250 

designator for the Southern Force. 

As already noted on previous days, the Eighth 

Fleet Co~ander and Starr, aboard the Chokai, were at 

sea near Rabaul1 probably in connection with a task 

245 -
246 

II, 
II, 

- II, 247 
248 
21..9 
250 -

II, 
II, 
II, 

870-879. 
880. 
881. 
882. 
883-884 .. 
sa;. 
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force being formed in Palao to act under the Eighth 
251 

Fleet. Urgent dispatches from Guadalcanal also 
252 

indicated forthcoming operations. The fueling or 

Second Fleet urli ts in the Truk-Rabaul ars~ Y.'i th the 

Co~lancer in Chief of the Second Fleet~ ~boarc the 

cruiser, Atago, the apparent presence of Cruiser 

DiYisions Five and Seven, and Destr0yer Squadrons 
253 

T\;o e:.nd Four were observed in the Southv:est Pacific. 

No t iced in radio tr<::ffic since August 8~ 19.:,2 the 

title .•Kae;o Operation Force" wc.s now believeC: to re- · 

fer to all Jap;.nese forces operating tnrough·::ut this 
254 

c.ree:.. 

The composition of t~o major ene~y ta~k forces 

thE. t included the be:. ttleships, Kon,· o and He:. rune.~ were 

discerned from disp&tches of August 11, 19~2 but no 
25! 

indication cf their present wher&abouts was uncovered. 
256 

At Truk~ the Fourth Fleet Flagship, Kashimc., as well 

a.s the Chikuma &nd other units of Cruiser Division 
257 

Eight ~ere located. Enemy men-of-viz.r were asso-

251 II, 886-890. 
252 - II, 891-893. 
253 II, 894-896. 
254 - II, 897-898. 
255 - II, 899-900. 
256 - II, 901-902. 116 
2S7 II, 903-905. 
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ciated with Kwajalein and Rabaul, while the Sasebo 

Firth Special Landing Force, Cruiser Division SiX and 

the Kure Fifth Landing Force were at Buna, G1zo and 
259 

Guadalcanal, respectively. Particular attention 

was paid to the concentrat1o~ of the Commander o! 

Destroyer Squadron !wo, units of Destroyer Divisions 

Eight and Fifteen and Destroyer Squadron Three near 

Rabaul as well as to the operations of destroyers at· 

Guadalcanal, and to those scattered throughout the 
260 

Pacific. To keep these and other enemy units sup-

plied, plane transports, tankers, hospital ships, 

auxiliaries, and marus constantly moved along the 

Truk-Rabaul-Baipan-Empire route. One unidentified 

unit was located at Balikpapan in the Netherlands 
261 

East Indies. Allied submarines were warned that 

s~all type marus were . used off the northern coast or 
262 

Japan for anti-submarine patrol. 

Further attempts to locate Japanese carriers 
263 I 

again resulted in indefinite reports, though a move-

258 - II, 906-907. .. 
' 

259 - II, 908-911. 
260 - II, 912-921. ~ 

261 - II, 922-934· . ·'' -· 
.. ., . 

262 - II, 935. 
263 - II, 937-942. 117 
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~ent southward under destroyer escort was deemed prob-
264 ·. 

able. ~he usual aircraft movements noted throughoUt 

the South Pacific on previous days continued. One 
. 265 

seaplane mdt le!t ltiska~ and the J'ifth Air Attack 

7o.rce1 ~ctive . in the .Sol:om~ns on August ~a 1942 was 

observed preparing !or future operations. The 

Sixth Air Attack .Force was concerned with plane 
267 

transfers !rom the Empire; the Eleventh Air Fleet 
268 

and Squadron Commands were prominent1 and further 
269 

air activity was observed at Gi%o and Ka~ieng. 

Japanese reconnaissance planes were also on the. 
270 

alert. 

To cripple Allied supply lines by aggre~sive 

a~tac~s1 S~boarine Squadron One moved to Rabaul1 re

plac~g Submarine Squadron Three 1n t he Solomons1 

while the -co~ander Subm.ar~e Force directed activi-
271. 

ties from Jal~t. Information concerning American 

convoys in· their patrol areas were forwarded through 

diplomatic channels, .as s1m11·ar int ell i gence was 

264 - II, 943-946. 
265 - II, 91:,7. 
266 - II, 94S-949. 
267 - II 1 9.50. -
268 - II, 951-952. 
269 - II, 95 3-954· 
270 - II, 955 • . 
271 - II, 9,6-960. 
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suppl~ea to the Germans in the Atlantic. 

The S~~ry issued by the 7leet Intelligence 

ofricer or the United States Pacific Fleet ~dded to 
. 

the above information. Reports or incre~sing ac-

tivity around Pal~o led to the suggestion that an 
. 

Allied su~arine be stationed there to render intel-
273 

ligence on ene~y movements. Tl~ ultimate destina-

tion or the striking force composed of the carriers 

Sho~aku, Zuikaku, and Ruyo, along with Cruiser Divi

sion Eight, one unit or Cruiser_Division Four plus 

the }\irishima end Hiei was still rmknown, though it 

was stated that there were no indications of the 
274 

Japanese carriers having. departed from Empire waters. 

The Bulletin o! the Commander in Chief of the Pacific 

Fleet for August 21, 1942 reemphasized conclusions 
275 

dra~n from the traffic analysis already mentioned. 

AUGUST 22, l9L2 

J£any enel!ly messages of preceding days v1ere re

transmitted on August 22, 1942 and the increase in · 

Japanese operational dispatches trom Guadaleanal on 

272 - II, 96~-964. 
273 - II, 965. 
274 - II, 965. 
27, - II, 966. 

'..: 
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· .......... . . ... . .. . . . 
August 21, 1942 indicated American offensive thrusts 

276 . . . 
in the Solomons. . It was also noted that Rabaul 

broke radio silence to trans~t to warships 1n the 
277 

Outer South Seas Foree, and .the battles~p, Yama;o, 

probably serving as the nagship or the Combined 
278 

Yleet, was mentioned 1n a dispatch. 

.. 

Further evidence or an· enemy task torce 

gathering -ror ope~ a tions under ~he Commander in Chief'· 

or the Second. Fleet was drawn !ro!A the presence or . 
the Chikuma, the Atago and Maya o! Cruiser Division 

279 
Four at Truk~ Unidentified men-of-war were also 

280 
reported near Rabaul. Escorted by two destroyers1 

Crui.ser Division Seven approached Truk; the light 

cruiser, Kas~, was en route to the South Pacific• 

and Cruiser Division Eighteen co~tinued associations 

with the Fifth Special Landing Force in the Buna-Lae 
281 . . . 

region. The whereabouts ot the Kako 1n Cruiser 

Division Six, reported either dacaged or sunk in the 
282 

Solomons campaign, could not be determined. 

276 - II, 967-972. 
277 - .II, 973'. 
278 - II, 974. 
279 - II, 975-978. 
280 - II, 979. 
281 - II, 984-986. 
282 II, 980-983. 

\ ·. 
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• 

Utilizing inrormation gathered by lookout 
-

posts throughout the Solomons, enemy destroy~rs 

scouted for Allied striking rorees, aided Japanese 
283 

landing operations and joined in offensive actions. 

Destroyer Division Thirty, part or Destroyer Squad-
. 

ron Three and other units centered activities around. 

Truk and Rabaul, while the )larshall Islands and ad- ·. 

jacent vicinities wer~ the operating areas or De

stroyer Division Twenty-seven and ~inesweeper Divi-
284 

sion Sixty-five. 

Enemy carrier .locations, the cause or con

siderable research by American traffic analysts on 

preceding days, were still or primary concern on 

August 221 1942. It was now concluded that ~he pre-
. . 

viously mentioned carrier exercises in the Empire · . -
285 

were not Japanese attempts at deception. · Boweve.r 1 

mounting evidence that the Commander or the ~irst Air 

Fleet was to rendezvous with the Commander in Chief . . . 

of the Second .Fleet at Truk for southern operations· 

also pointed to the possibility or a movement by the 
. 21!6 

Commander or Carrier Division 1'wo • ... ~: -· . . · . · .- . 
' • • I 

Additional aircraft supplies were 'rorwarded 
:· .... .. ··. ------------------------- .. .. 

283 - II• 987-991. 
284 - II• 992-998. 

·285 • II, 999-1002. 
286 - II, 1003-1009. 
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AUGUST 62, 191·.2 (Contin~ed) 
287 . 

to Kavieng for the ~isaratsu · and U1sawa Air Groups, 

while close by," at Rabaul, the Eleventh Fleet Chief. 

of Staff and the Fourth Air Attack Force Co~~ander 

directed operations. The Netherlands East Indies air 
288 

activities were also prominent. 

This general strengthening of enemy units . 

thrqughout the Pacific was also·notic~d among Guard , 
and Landing Forces. The Commander of the }Pirst De

barkation Party was ·at Palao; the Yokosuka Fifth 

Special Landing Force was operating in the Solomons, 
289 

and the Sasabe Force ~as at Buna. Not yet identi-

fied~ the Simun Force was believed to be concerned 
290 

with a southern offensive. 

Along the usual supply routes between the 

Empire and the South Pacific; enemy merchant ships 
291 

established a strong life line o! supplies. To 

prevent Allied pl~es or forces rrom cutting off 

their means of supply, arid to carry out other offen

sive measures, Japanes~ subm~rines were increasingly 

~ctive on southern routes. They also aC.opted certain 

_ ..... 

287 II, 1010-1012. 
288 II, 101.3-1016. 
289 - II, 1017-1020. 
290 - II, 1021-1022. .122 291 II, 1024-10.36. 
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• ::~ .... • • • • 1:, 

. ·;.· .. .. '. 292 
security precautions to disguise their identity • 

. : : .. ... : 
The Summary issued by the Flee~ Intelligence 

Officer of the Unit~d States Pacific .Fleet on AugUst 

221 1942 suggested that a major thrust by the Japa

nese would oc·cur in the Rabaul area shortly. !he 

Summary issued by the United States Pacific Fleet 

Unit~ Fourteenth Naval District and the Commander 

in Chief of the Pacific Fleett s Bulle·tin reported the 

presence of three carriers in the Empi~e, but did not 

disregard the possibility of their moving to the 

south shortly. Three other carriers were declared to 
29.3 

be either in the Truk area or en route there. 

AUGUST 23, 1942 

The recent adoption of new call signs made it 

difficult to ·identify enemy units 1n ·the s ·outh Pacific 

·at the opening of the Battle ot the Eastern Solomons. 

{See the SU!!!!:la17 of this chap.ter !or th~ . details_ ot 

the battle.) While administrative directives and in

telligence reports eom~rised the bUlk of enem~ traffic . . . .· .. 
. . . .,; - ~ 

early o~ August 23 1 ·19421 high· precedence dispatches ":--: 
··-;. ;"l .. ··, 29.4 .· 

were broadcast after 10.30 from Guadalcanal, an~ 

292 - II, 1037-1043. 
293 - II, 1045-1047. 

·294- II, 1049-1052 • 
. , 

• I 

:. : ~. ~ .: .. ·"":. -~ ~ . : . . 
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messages !rom.the Empixe to Truk indicated that addi-
295 

tional reintorce~ents were being sent to th£t area. 

A unit of the Japanese Third Fleet was scheduled !or .. 
296 

Soerabaja. 

The battleship, Iamata., vras not~ced again, and 

the battleship, fuso, was believed to be accompanyirig 

the Seventh Cruiser Squadron to the .Solomons. where 

the battleships, Kongo, Kirishica, and H~runa, with 

the aircraft carrier, Zuikaku, were already· assem-
297 

bled as a formidable striking force. 

Although a report located the cruiser, Qhikuma, 

1n the Soerabaja-Koepang area, traffic analysis con

tinued to place it near Truk. Cruiser Division 

Eighteen~ the Knko and the furetaka conducted opera-
298 

tions · in the Solomons. Enemy destroyers repre-

sented a strong force in the Solomons, ~here a total 

of fifteen to twenty destroyers from Destroyer Divi

sions Nine, Fifteen, Twenty-nine, Thirty and Thirty

four; and !rom Destroyer Squadrons Three and Six 
299 

operated. 

Since the enemy's striking pO\';er \70uld be 

295 - II, 1053-1055. 
296 - II, 1056. 
~97 - II, 1057-1059. 
298 ·- II, 1060-1062. 
299 - II, 1063-1067. 
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considerably .strengthened by ~rrie'r's~:particular 

attention was paid to ~heir maneuvers. Both the 

Zuiho and Hosho were belie'Ted to be in the Emp1re6 

and the l(asuga Yaru, was f'errying planes southward. 

Nothing had been hea~d from the RY"u3o since July 24, 
.300 

1942~ Howeve~, dispatches late on August 22, ~94Z 

disclosed that the Commander 1n Chier or the 7irst 

Air Fleet aboard the Shokaky, the Zuikaky ~d the 

Ryujot as well as· plane transports were probably 
.301 

headed tor Truk. Air .Squadron Twenty-six was sta-
. .302 

tioned at Kavieng. 
·. 

Considerable ·maru traffic was noticed ·at 

Rabaul where air tenders'and tankers supplied and 
303 

refueled ships in the battle area. One merchant-
. .304 

man was en route from Rabaul to Truk. The Yokosuka 
0 

.305 
Third Special Landing Force was on its way to Ra-

baul1 and the Firs.t Landing Force was noticed at 
0 .306 

Palao. · 

Though the Japanese had five units of Sub

marine Squa.drons Five and Eight based at Saigon an~ 
. . · .. . 

.300 1068-1070~ 
.... - 0 • 

II, ·. • I 

301 II, 1071-107). 
~02 - II, 1074. : : · . .. 
303 - II, 1075-1079. 

. .304 - II, 1080-108.1 • 125 
305 - II, 1082. 
306 - II, 108.3. 
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a division o! Submarine Squadron Eight in the Empire, 

enemy submarine warfare was .centralized in the Solo

mons~ Submarine Division Thirty-three or ·submarine 

Squadron Seven, and apparently all units of Submarine 

Squadron One were scouting for Allied units in the 
307 . 

South Pacific. -Almost all ships, inc~uding .de-

·stroyers and submarines• at or near Rabaul• were 
308 

addressed by the Commander of the Submarine Force • 
. 

~apanese espionage agents in the United States were 

seeking secret information concerning· convoy move-
309 

ments for the use of these submarines. · 

The Sumnary issued by the Fleet Intelligence 

Officer of the United States Pacific Fleet, on 

August 231 .~942 stating that Carrier Division One 

and ~he Rvujo were scheduled to enter Truk, gave no 

indication that Carrier Division Two would move from 

the Empire. Heavy enemy lan~gs ~ere expected 1n 

the Guadalcanal area within the next twelve hours, 
. -

and enemy offensive action around Ocean Island was 

· believed to be a :feint 
310 

the Solqmons. 

The Bulletin of 

. 307- II, 1084-1089. 
.308 - II 1 1090-. 
309 - II, 1091-1092. 
310 - ·II, 1095 • 

• 

to draw Allied forces from 

I 

the Commande~ in Chief of the 
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: ."" ~ . 'l 0 . ';. 

t. .• • 

. . . · . . . 
• .l ~ • . . . 

Pac1t~e 7leet for August 23, 1942, ·1ndieat1ng that no 

Japanese earr16rS were . south of Truk~ omitted the · . 

warning or August 19 and 22,· 1942, re1ating to the 

possible undetected presence of enemy carriers in 

southern waters. In the action reports of th~ battle 

occurring on this day, Vice Admiral Frank J'ack · 

Fletcher referred to this bulletin as ~ne or his 

reasons !or deciding to send a carrier southwards to 

n refueling re~dezvous. This lei"t the .American task 

~orce ~thout some or its air support to race an · 

enemy ~sk !orce.comprising several cRrr1ers which 
311 

it encountered unexpectedly later in the day. 

AUGUST 241 1942 

As the Battle o! the Eastern Solomons in

cr~as~d 1n tempo on the second .day of actual combat, 
. . 

{See the Summary of this· chapter for details of the 

battle) a heavy volume of enemy traffic was inter-
. . 

cepted, particularly from a new transmitter in the 

!ew Britain area. Unfortunately, the new Japanese 

cipher systems were not b~ing read at this time and 
- - .· _ .. _ , . : 

. U~ted States Naval Communication Inteliigence had . . 
. :. ~ :-.--.=-· · .. : 

)ll. - II, 1096. 127 
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.31'2 -

to rely solely Of! traffic analysis. ~ .. 

There were several indications that the Com

mander 1n Chie! or the Combined Yleet ~as at s~a1 but_ 
313 

no exact location coula be determined. It was also 
- . 

believed tpat certain units o! Battle Division Three 

were not with the First Air Fleet Staff. The battle-

ships, Kor.go and Kirishima, were associated wit h the · 

Rabaul region, although no definite information could 
- 314 

be obtained on any of these units • 
. ('"-
~ The Sasebo Fifth Special tanding Force on 

I 
\ 

Buna , as well as the enemy forces at Lunga on Guadal-

-canal, and t -.o raaio stations on Guadalcanal were 
315 . . 

very active• Officers of both the Kure Fifth Spe-

cial Landing Force and the Kawaguti Detachment ap

peared in t he Truk-Rabaul area, and .on Hak~# a new 
316 

ene~ base was established. 

· It was indicated that several enemy fleets 

were combined under t he one title of the Kago Opera~ 
317 

tions Force. Previous traffic analysis had asso-

ciated this force with the Solomons where Cr1rlser 

312 -
313 
314 -
315 -
316-
317-

II, 
IIJ 
II, 
II, 
II, 
II, 

1099-1102·• 
1103-1108• 
1109-1112. 
1113-1114.- . 
1115-1117 .. 
1118. 

. . .... . . " 
• .. 

"" ... ··", .. • 
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~ . . · ... 

·;.:.·.. . 

Division Eight~ the First Air Fleet, Destroyer Squad

ron Three, and Destroyer Divis!~ !hree and an un
:318 

known destroyer were operating. 

Because the Japanese tried to .disguise as much 

as possib~e any carrier division movements, their . 

d1spos1 t1on remained the chief concern or American · . 

tra!tic_analysts. Kessage routings suggested that . . 

the _Zuiho was not in ·company with the Hayataka and 
:319 

the .Hi taka, and the }'ttujo was again placed in the 
320 . ' 

Solomons. orr Guadalcanal, an -unidentified. enemy 
321 

carrier engaged ~erican carrie!~· Other ene~ air 

groups1 including the Sixth Air Attcck Corps, made 
. 322 

the Solomons their battle area, an~ Japanese planes 
. . . 323 

were already notice~ 1n contact ·with Allied forces. 
' . 

!he Co~ae~ ot the Shinchiku Air Group remained at 
324 

Truk. 

W1 th the need tor fuel and supplie·s more acut~ 
. . 

during the acttl.al battle1 the number of tankers 

· ;routed from the Empire to Truk, Rabaul and even the 

31S II, 
319 - II, 
320 - II, 
321 - II, 
322 - II, 
323 - II, 
324·- II, 

1119-1124. 
1125-1126 • 
11:31-1132. 
1133-1135. 
1127-1129. 
1136. 
1130. 

: •• • • • 0 

, ,. • • 0 !t 
..WO: ' ; · · .... • • 
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· Yarshalls, . increased and included tha §hiretoka and 
325 

Hayatomoa. Only one ~apanese submarine, located 

near Santa Cruz Island, ~s noted on August 24, 
326 

191...2, though Japanese espionage agents, \\'·orking 

through Spanish lines of. com.t:IUllication, kept To~rot s 

patrols well informed or United States convoy and war

ship movements by a steady stream or intelligence 
327 

passed !rou New York to Tokyo via ·uadrid. 

The Traffic Intelligence Sur~ary of the Co~-

bat Intelligence Unit, Fourteent h Naval District, 

noted that Japanese radio security practices were 

no~ able to conceal actual fleet movements, although 

the formation of forces !or operations might have · 
328 

been detected by Allied intelligence. The S~~ary 

issued by the Fleet Intelligence Officer o! the 

~nited States Pacific Fleet indirectly concurred ~~th 

this statement by pointing out th~t the E¥Ujo had not 

been definitely identified until American forces had 

actually sighted the ship. This Summery also men

tioned a probable air attack to be carried out by the 

Japanese against Allied positions in the Tul~gi-

Guadalcanal area. 

325 - II, 1137-1144. 
326 - II, 114S. 
327 - II, 1146. 
328 - II, 1147. 

. .. . .. . · 
. . . . 
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An estimate or the position or enemy carriers 

was 1nd1cat~d by the !ollowing1 

Carriers 

Shokaku 
z,,1kaku
RYujo . 
Hi taka 
Hayataka 
Zuiho 
Hosho 
~suga Karu 

, 
Location 

Solo!:ions 
Solomons 
Possibly Solomons- . 
Kure, ready ~or sea· 
Kure, ready ·ror sea 
Sasebo~ ready tor sea 
Kure · 
Nearing Trtik, en route 

·south (3.29) · ·. 

In the Bulletin issued by the Commander 1n 

Chief or the Pacific Fleet on August 24, 19~2, it was 

announced that Japanese submarines had been located . . . 

in the southern region by direction rinder bearings. 

The lako, of Cruiser Division Six, was believed to 
330 

have been sunk by an American submarine • 

AUGUST 25, 194l 

Wi.th the Battle o! the ·E.as.tern Solomons. dra.;,-
. . 

1ng into its third day, .the ~nemyts operational traf-

fic, much of it issued by the . Commander in Chief or 

the Combined Fleet to major air. and fleet units .1n · . · 

the South Pacific, rose sharply !~volume~ Several 
~ .•.. . . 

detachments of the Kagou Operations Force ~ere located 

.329 

.3.30 
II, 114S • . 
II~ 1149· 

. '!-~ : .. ; · • 

~. 131. 



.· 

c:. 

~ . . 

. . . . 
·.· 

t : ' 

( 

ORIGINAL 
~ December . l944 

. ; : ... . 
AUGUST 25, 1942 (Continued) 

. '• 

near Palao, and the call sign for the Kakin Reliet 
3.31 

Force Commander was discovered. One operational 

dispatch to ships defending japanese bases disclosed 

that Cruiser Divisions Five.~ Six~ Seven arid .~ight and 

Destroyer Squadrons Four and Ten were in or near the 
3.32 

Solomons. Warnings were also sent by the British .. 

that a powerful Japanese. striking force had left ·its · 

rendezvous base in the Empire for the Mandates and 

New Guinea. Nevertheless, there were .still many in

dications of Japanese battleships remaini~g .in home 
3.3.3 

waters. 

Rese~rch on Japanes~ fleet organization dis

closed that tl~ Natori, Isuzu and Kiny comprised two 

sections o! Cruiser Division Six1 that Destroyer 

Squadron Two was under the Eleventh Air Fleet1 and 
• 0 

the Rvujo, though part of Carrier Division Two for 

adm.inistrative purposes~ wa·s operating at this time 
0 .334 

with Carrier Division One. 

Estimated positions of ~apanese carriers 
.: · . 

placed t?-e Shok~ku, Zuikaku and RyuJo .in the Solomons · . ... . 

and the Ritaka, H~yat~~a, Zuiho and gosho ·in the .. ·. ... -

331 - II, 1150-1154· 
3.32 - II, 1155. 
.33.3 - II, 1156-1158 • 
.3.34 - II, 1159-1164. 

. : . . 
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335 . .": . . . . 

Empire. A.s additional aircraft tor· the nsaratsu 

Air Detachment were transported to . Xavieng, 3apanese 

planes increased the offensive aga1nst Allied pos1- · 

tions, including Rekata Bay; Sant& Isabel Island and 
. 3.36 . . . 

Salamaua 1n the line o! attack. At an air base on . . . 
. . 

Gizo Island, the_ Sixth Air Attack Force _was believed 

to be station~d and the Commander o~ the Kisa~a Air 

Group was loca~ed at Ga~ta. The trans!er~ing ot an 
..... 

air unit, previously attached to the Ale~tians, to 

the Yokohama Air station suggested that preparations 

were being made 1n the Empire tor movements to the 
3.37 

Indies or the Kalay States. 

Because their movements might have provided 

a clue to the enemyts battle plan, all Japan~se ~hip 

activity, including the marus travelling between Truk 

and Rabaul and those acting as escorts tor warships, 
. . . .338 . . . . · . 

were carefully observed. · Japanese submaripes were 

also watched closely since the importance o! their 

scout~g patrols increased with ·the arrival o! the 

Commander o! the Submarine Force1 the fif~h major 
. . · .. : . ·.. . . .3.39 

command to ~ppear in the Solomons-Rabaul ~icinity. . 

3.35 .- II, 1165-1166. 
)36 - II, 1167-1171. 
337 - II, 1172-1174 • 
.338 - II, 1175-1178. 
339 - II~ 1179-1185. 

. ~- ... . , ... ~ 

; 

.133 



c 

• 

ORIGINAL 
1 December 1944 

AUGUST 25• 1942 (Continued) 

·The Summary issued by the 7leet Intelligence 

Officer o! the United States Pacific Fleet, on 

August 25, 1942, implied that the Battle o! the 

Solomons had reached its climax and thnt all con-
. 340 

tacts showed the e_nemy to be returning northward·. 

The Bulletin of the Coin?-ander in Chief o! the 

Pacific 7leet showed Destroyer Division Thirt,y es-
. . 

corting a convoy in the Rabaul are~, and the car-

riers# Zuikiku, Eyujo and §hok2ku contacting the · 

Solomons on lugust 24, 1942 probably to attempt en 
.341 

attack in the Guadalcanal area. 

This ends the day by. day account of the com

munications 1ntell1gen~e available for the use or 
operational authorities at the time of the Battle o! 

. . 

• 

the Eastern Solomons. The story of· the intelligence ·_ 
. . 

background .o! later battles in the Solomons Campaign . 
. will be told 1n subsequent volumes • 

340 - II, 1·186. 
.341 .- II, 1.187. 

· ... 
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The Solom0ns Islands Ca.m-oaign 

.A7-'PID1DIX IV 

Backgrou.l'l.d of the Battle of the Easte-rn Solomons 

AUGUST 9, 19.42 

Air Versus Surface Action 
August 23=25, 19~2 

With the first battle of the Solo~ons cam-

paign c~mpleted, it remained the task of United States 

lbvul Co!ll!l.lunica tion Intelligence tc furnish opera-

tional dat~ c0ncerning the ene~y forces within the 

battle zone. Since United States crjptanalysts had 

not succeeded in decipherJ..ng the enemy coc.es current 

at that time, most of the intelligence hc:.d t ·.· be 

furnished bf traffic analysis. Consequently, there 

were a gre~t m&ny gaps in t~e Ll'ltel1igence c ~ncernL~g 

the ene~y because ' only the ene!':ly' s tenciencies1 rat.~er 

then intentions, could be ascertained. 

The staff of the Co::!li!lr.nder in Chief of the 

Combined FleGt v1as issuLl'lg c. Erec. t many orde-rs to 

Jar.·anese Cornm.?.nders in the South Pacific on August 9~ 
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1~ ~: ~:, ~::~ . .. . AUGUST 9 I 191./ 
. 7'" ~\ .. ·,. 
.· :· ... . -

Returning t~ an analysis 
4.. ••. ~'·: . •. . 

or the eneey's 

radi~ traffic on August 9, it was seen that the 

Combin~d Fleet sta:f was originating a great many 

orcers t~ southern co~~?.nders. It was believed 

t .. at one: of the cruisers of Cruiser Division Four 

~as prenar1ng to move south. 

CO}~IN~D FLEET Staff fairly heavy 
origin<> tor •:i th tra~fic having eppearance 
dir~ctives to Southern Commanders. 

::-F.o:::: co~nr:D FL~T staff 9 August/0850 
T-:: : CinC 18'!' i7L~T 

CinC 2trD FIJEET 
CinC 4TH '•'LSET 
llTE AIF YL !:ET 

· (Heav.y Unit 
Cruiser in CBUDIV 4) 
Info: Genera~ StEff. 

believed 

H~· . s ap pearance :future Southern movement 
this unit. 
(C0M14-092316-TI) 
(summary, 100600 , August, ·No. 18) 

The Commander in Chief of the Ja, a.nese Eighth 

'C"leet, 7."ho hsd i'ormerly been at Rabau1, v•as no·r: at 

ssa aboard his fle ~ship, the CHOKAI. 
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AUGUST 9, 1942 (Continued) oo 

I • ' \ ' 

!"' :. -
'-"' 

No. 2 

.... .. -: .. . - . .: .. ..... 

CINC ~TH FLBET at sea, pr~bably 
in CHJO!G .. I which Y."a s heard 
freouently. (COM 14-092322-TI) 
(s~~ary, 100600, August, No. 4R) 

FPO!.:: 
'1'0 

0 ~Rabaul Radio) 8 August/2000 
: Chief of Staff 8~ FLEET) 

.. 11TH AIP. FL?:ET) 
Com~r RAEAUL BASE FORCE) 

T~is ~as urgent intelligence despatch4 
Routing of. which indicates CinC 8TH FLr:ET 
is n~ longer at F.abaul. (BEL-090950-TI) 

It -:r1c. s commented: 

At 0006, lOtt·., Rabs.'.!l called cgoK!.I 
to celiver most urgent operational code 
to CinC 8TR, info CO!;ICRUDIV 6. 
(Summary, 100600, August, No. 67). 

Cine 8TH FL?:ET sent series 
o~ short ope rational type des~atches 
between 0010 and 0025 on 9th addressed 
to OUTSIDE AF.::::A SOUTHERN 'P'OFC~S . 
(BEL-090950-TI) 

It iVas remarked: 

~as action addressee in & 
desnatch from CinC llTE AIP. FLEET which 
ordered s~m~ operation by ~TH AIR ATTACK 
FORCE against (Guadalcanal) 'during 
the ninth of .August. · ·· 0 

• • ' 

(Summa ry, 100600, August, No. ~68) 00 :·~00., •

0

; 

137 



( , 

; ····. 
~ . 

-~ 
';.. _,. ... 
t~ ~· • 

~\ 

( 

OP.HHNAT-' 
l December 194.4 

·~: 0 : ~ • • 

·. ' .. 
AUGD~T 9, 1942 (Continuec) <· .. : 

~· · .. .... 
}~ interesting possibility ~as noticed when 

the Col!lmander of the Fifth Air Attack Force, which 

~as oper2ting in the R&baul area, communicated ~ith 

the: Coi!l!!lander of Cruiser Division Seven in Malaya. 

Hence 1 Y:arning ~·e s given of the danger of Cruiser 

Division Seven's joining some Japanese battleships 

t~ for~ a very ~o~erful striking force. 

rJo. 5 

No. 6 

Ap!"'arent battle report from Comdr. 
5Tf1 AIP. .ATTAC :~ ~OFC'E included COMC:R'lJDIV 7 

for information. 
(CO~ 14.092322-TI) 

It -~ as noted: 

T!le 5T.~ r .AIR .ATTAC-:: FORCE is operat-
ing in the Rab~ul Area. CRUDIV 7 appeared 
t ·) be in the ~!;.alc:y ' ;rea. On Aug. 9th, there 
r.er& slight indications that CFUDIV 7 might 
return to th.e Em~ire. Also, on Aug. 9th, 
CF.!lDIV 7 .,..,as ass:>cioted \'·ith bE~.ttleships 
calls ~hich su~gests the ,ossib111ty that 
CRUDIV 7 might be recalled from 1~alaya 
to join battleshii)s in some STRIKING FORCE. 
The: 5TH AIP. ATT!- CK fOfCE and CRUDIV 7 '\'7ere 
first associated in traffic on August 8th. 
(Summary I 100600, }.ugust, no. 51) 

· . .. · :: . . • .. 
, . ~ 

' No originator, Serial ~741 believed to 
be CI?~C CJ~13Hf£D addressed COMCRD'"DIV 7 .. 

• I, '" 
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AUGUST 9. 19~2 (Continued) 
·, _,., ._ 

!lo. 6 (cont.) 

. . ~ Info: T~o high c~moands in 
SouthwesteTn Are2 
Unidentified Chi&f of Staff · 
Chief of Staff SOUTHERN E'..J:PF.'DITIOR/,_RY 
FOPCE . . ·and battleships 
and · This assaciation should be 
watched for· possibility CF.UDIV 7 has been 
recalled !rom Malaya and ';'!ill join the 
battleships in some STRIKING ~OPCE. 
(GTf-604-0PNAV-091915-TI) 

It ~as indicated: 

CO:.:CRUDTV 7 "F.a s included as an 
acdressee by 5TH AIR ATTAC~ FORCE 8th 
Au~~st ~hieh is first indic~tion of 
CFiJDIV 7 being associated "::i th the 
Fc:.b~ul forces. 
(f>J.."ll:&. ry, 100600, August, No. 55) 

Further traffic analysis discovered the prer--

ence of sooe Uarus and a tan_~er. 

Co~unication Officer 4Tif FLEET 
.addressed Rabaul Base · 

in~o SATA 'Tanker i'.'ar-
ship (?) . and Com~unication Of-
ficers 8TH FLEET-and unidentified Fleet 

·at 0920, 9 .August. 
(GT#606-0?NAV-091942-TI) 

It \":as observed: \ -· ~ - . :: ·-
·. ·-.. -

SAT on 7 August ~as shown 
in Truk Area by. traf~ic association. 

on 8 August was 1nd1cated .enroute 
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AUGUST 9, 194~ (Continued) 

11o. 7 (cont.) 

- · ... · ! . 
, ; ·.·• .. 

. . , : 

\ . . ·· 
.; .. 
.. - t .'. 

Se..1p:.n .Area t ') F.ab~ul Area via 
Truk ~ith possible destination 
Kcvieng in Com~cny :'!i th man-o!-
~ar • BEL c~lls ' 
Co~~2nder 11th AIF ?LF.ET. 
(Sur:tiJ~ry, 100600 ,- .August, No. 66) 

Enemy ra~io tra ffic gave many indications 

thct ~ersonne:l anc e~uipment reinforce~ents r,ere: 

b~ing shipped t~ the Rabaul-Solomons are:c. under 

Tra~sportation of suppli e s indi
cate:d by despatch at 2320/7th from 
~~-RU addressed Tokyo BuOrd, 
Sasebo Bureau Military Stores, Tokyo 
Communication Section and a To:~o 
'Bureau associc. ted v;i th air-personnel- · 
supplies, in~ormation Comdr of e 
SUEDIV in SUBRON 5 and CO~iSUBP.:)N 3. 

It _was pointed out: 

Gn August 3, TI indica ted !.:A.RU 
might be enrJute to A$bon or 

Soer1Y.1ya f.rom Ka~ahn Area via Makassar, 
in a convoy incluc"l.ing KENJO !:.AFU and 
DESDIV 22. On August 7, D/F placed 
COgSUBRJN J at 07° S, 1660 E. . 
(Summary, 100600, August, No. 50) :: ·.: . 

· .. · · : .. 
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AUGUST 9, 1942 (Continued) 

lio. 9 

No. 10 

1.IARU · maybe . is hiding 
under call > in gen~ral Babaul 
Area. .AZU'rlA MARU . also using 

' and associated that region. 
(COH14-092322-TI) 

It was declared: 

The possibility that may be 
a converted carrier was mentioned in 
Item ~~' Page 14, R.I. ~U1U~AR~ 080600/~ 
August and also in Bel. 080928. On 
August 9th, association indicated that 
AZUMA MARD apparently returning to Truk 
from Saipan. .·· is ap; arP.ntly a 
cover call similar to our . . 
(Summary, 100600, August, No. 42) 

FROU: 
TO : ~

CinC 2rfD FLEET) 7 August/2050 
C01IDESRON 4) 
Destroy~r of DESDIV 

Info a 

I 

· ( COI.LURON 11 shown 
at Yokosuka) 

KAlilKA\~A YARU 
(CinC COMBINED FLEET) 

· ·· · {General Staff) 

This appears to be directive and 
may indicate destroyer will serve 
as escort for K.A1tiKA\':A MARU. 
(BEL-090748-TI) 

It was stated: 
, 

Destroyer of DESDIV 
(DEfJRON 1) appears enroute from Ominato 
to Yokosuka Area. · 
{Summary, 100600, August, Jlo. 26) 

141 



( 

... . . . • 

( 

ORIGINAL 
1 December 1944 

AUGUST 9, 1942 {Continued) 

Additional destroyer reinforcements were also 

becoming available in the Solomon area, since they 

had escorted convoys into the South Pacific, and 

could be used for other duties. 

No, 11 

COYDESDIV l. 7 . of DESP.ON l.O 
is apparently escorting the AKEBONO YARU 

. At 1200, 8th, COMDESDIV 17 
using the cover cal.l .originated a 
COMU Zone Report which indicates that . 
force to be enroute to Truk via Chichijima 
and Saipan. One other unidentified unit 
of DESRON 10 is also using and 
appears to be enroute to Saipan from the 
Empire • 

. (BEL-090715-TI) 

It was mentioned: 

Association on 8 August with 4TH 
FLES'T and Cine STli indicated this unit 
with others might be ordered south to 
reinforce 4Tli and STR FLEETS. 
(Summary, 100600, August, No. 69) 

--------------------------

. . .· .. . , . .. 
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AUGU~T 10, 191..2 

Further confirmation that the Commander 1n 

Chief Eighth Fl~et was abo~rd the CHOKAI was given 

on August 10. 

No. 13 

CINC 8TH ?LBET placed ab~Rrd Chokai? 
by serial numbers. 

(COM14:100744-TI) 

It -;·as noted: 

This fact ~as previously report&d in 
Item 30 1 Page 101 R.I. SU1~~RY 091400/Q 
August. 
(Summary, 101400, August, No. 31) 

Comparison of St~tion ~~rial Numbers 
shows CINC 8TH FLEET to be in 
CHJ::~.I , • CHOKAI using cover call 

: is working Rabaul F.aC.io on 9980 
kcs.. Air-tender (l,l!1'EKAZE or 
OKIKAZE?) using cover call . _; on 
4715 kcs .. addressed despatch at 2200/9th 
for action CHOK;.I · AVIATION U11IT . 
at unidentified base . . . , Info: To' 
CHO~~I Commanding Officer. 
(BEL-100936-TI) 
(Summary, 101400, Au~st1 No. 32) 

The Corn~ander in Chief Co~bined ~as sending 
-~:· :'. .. ·'· 

many dispatches to Force and Unit Commanders 

"§ f:. :~.~.:· .~ :} 
.. ~; ~>::. \:.~ ~- . ; ~. 

in the 
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AUGUST 10, 1942 (Cq~tinued) 

Rabaul area, to l:hich reinforcements were being 

directed. 

No. 14 

No. 15 

CINC co~~INED b~sy originating 
despatches to Force and Unit Comman
ders in Rabaul Area. 
(CO~l4-102104-TI) 
(Summary, 1106001 August, No. 42) 

1944 

FP.·:m: 
TO 1 

__ !Combined Fleet) #742 Aug.9/? 
. CruDiT 7) 

- - DESDIV 2 in DESRON 4) 
' KAGA MAF.U Aircraft Tender) 
I 1t tt ft tt 

Info: ·. ~SOUTHERN FJCPEDITIONARY FOFCE) 
Tokyo Naval General Sta.ff) 
Desron 4) 

Is order for certain Unit or units 
to proceed .to RF. - but undetermined which 
ones are actually directed to proceed. 
(GZ#2393-0PNAV-101721-DI) 
(Summary, 101400, August, No. 39) -

It was suspected that the large volume of dis

patches being issued by the 3apanese Fourth and Eighth .. - : . .:· . .. 

neets me operational reports. ~;;~.t[;{ 
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AUGUST 10, 1942 (Continued) 

No. 16 

Large Tolume ·of despatches from 
4TII and 8TH FLEETS appear to be re
ports of operations. 
( cmn.4-l02118-TI) 
(Summary, 110600, August, No. 41) 

Undoubtedly, Rabaul was cestined to receiTe 

many more enemy .units and, in particular, reinforce

ments in ~ ir strength. A jurisdictional split in 

the co~and of the Japanese Eleventh Air Fleet oc-

curred at this time. The administrative office re-

mained in the Guam-Tinian area, while the Commander 

of this fl eet ·:as addressed at Rabaul . 

No. 17 

A split in the Command of 11Trl AIR 
FLEET occurred rl th CINC at 5TH AIR 
ATTACK BASE in Rabaul Area. and Staff 
Communication Officer at Tenian · 
(COM14-100742-TI) 

It •,ras indicated: 

Tenian is the normal location of 
this co~and. 
(Summary, 101400, August, No. 22) 

' \ \ 
I \ 

• 
. .\. \ 

; . : 
! \ \\ 

. \\ 
' . :. ~ No. 18 • • I . ~.. . 
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AUGUST 10, 1942 (Continued) 

No. lR (cont.) 

No. 19 

:No. 20 

no. 21 

Intercepted both enciphered and 
plain code copies - unreadable due to 
\4~ecoTered Ta1ues but directs cancel
lation of something and directs some
one proceed Rabaul. 
(BEL-100410-DI) 

It ~as co~ented: 

· is the 11TH AIR FLEET. DI 
had indicated that the 11TH AIR FLEET 
Headquarters might be shifted from 
Tenian to Rab~ul Air Station. 
(Summary, 101400, August, No. 21) 

Administrative Office 11TH ~IR 
YLEET remains in Guam-Tenian Area 
~hi1e Commander is addressed at Rabau1. 
(CO~l4-10204S-TI) 
(Sumwary, 1106001 August, No. 24) 

· #9S1 Aug. 8/? 
FROM: .' (Comdr 11th Air Fle.et) 
TO : _ ' (11TH AIR FLEET) 
Info: A1~ Major Commands: · 

· (~ovement Report Office) 

This Officer shifted fleg to 
Rabaul et 1415/8 August. 
(EEL-100805-DI) 
(Summary, 101400, August, No. 20) 

FR01!: 
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AUGUST 10, 1942 (Continued) 

No. 21 (cont.) 

Ons Headquarters heavy bomber 
?ri th CHIC a board dep1=1.rted at 0600 
for RRJ:.. (vicinity of Rabaul). 
(BEL-100805-DI) 
(summ~ry, 101400, August, No. 19) 

The Sixth Air Attack Force, ~ich had been 

?perating in the Northern Empire, also sent a unit 

into the Rabaul area at this time. A deciphered 

message gave the schedule of twenty-five planes of 

the Sixt1t Air Attack Force en route from unidenti-

fied ~&ndete ~ields to Rabaul. 

No. 22 

FRO ~.! : 
TO : 

~ #509 Aug.9/? 
(MARTI) (Air-Tender?) 

~Your ship will cease and 
proceed to PX (Solomons Arear-vra
R8baul." (Remainder incomplete but 
orders ch~nge of something possibly or
~;aniza tion). · 
lBEL-100410-DI) 

It '!'l·a s rel!larked: 

(6TH AIR ATTACK FOFCE) has 
been in the Northern Empire but a Unit 
of the 6TH AIR ATTACK is associated with 
the Fabaul Area • 
(Su_m.rn~. ry, 101400, August, No. ·35) .. .'. :·.: 

:·'1._.-· ~· .. v • 

;~ .. :-.. ·<~~ .;.. ;. .. -~ 
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. -J_UGUST 10, 1942 (Continued) . . . , 

No. 23 

No. 24 

No. ~5 

-·· ,_,.. - .. .. -

Comdr. 6TH AIR ATTACK receiTed 
traffic throug~ Rabau1 Station on 
9th. 
(cm~l4-1007 44-TI) 
(Summary, 101400, August, No.26) 

Commander 6TH AIR ATTACK 
et Guam at 2000/10 August. 
(GTf!610-0PNAV-101437-TI) 

It ~as obserTed: 

CO~ 14 reported Commander 6Trl AIR 
.ATTJ..Cr: FORCE believed in Ra baul Area 
}_ugust 9. The 6TH .AIR ATTA~'C FOP.CE 
~rigin~lly op&rated in Ominato, 
Chichijima, Marcus Area. 
(Summary , 101400, August, No.25) 

FRO:!: 
TO • • 

f.J6'0. ·Aug. 9/? 
. . ~6TH AIR ATTACK FORCE) 

; 11th AIR FL~ET) 
; 6TH AIR ATTACK FORCE) 

4TH AIR ATTACK FORCE) 
I 5TR AIR ATTACK FORCE) 

Guam Padio) 
.· · COMBINED FLEET) 

3fH FLEET-
.. : J,.TH FLEET~ 
-- ; 8TH FLEET 

1 Yokosuka Comdt.)." :_-~·.·_.. .. · 
. NO:RTITf:..RN FORCE) . ·. ·, ' .. ·_ ··. 

Tokyo Naval General Staff) 
• • • 0 • • • • : •. .,·· -~ ·- . . ...... · . ... . , .. ,; 
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AUGUST 10, 1942 (ContLqued) 

No. 25 (cont.) 

No. 26 

(In five figures) is schedule of 
movement on lOth, 11th and 12th of 6TH 
AIP. ATTACK FORCE planes (Klsaratsu and 
6TH AIR GROUP bombers) from Unidenti
fied Mandate fields to P~ Area. Unable 
to uncover exact ~igures but believe 
approximately 25 planes involved in the 
transfer. 
(GZ#2392-0PNAV-101528-DI) 

It was pointed out: 

6TH AIR GROUP reported by COLOMBO 
to be operating in Jaluit. Kisaratsu 
AIR has had a section at Truk and the 
YARU XCV brought a section to 
Rabaul area (early August). 
(Summary, 1014001 August, No. 29) 

FROHs 
TO : 
INF9s 

#355 10 August/1900 
CinC 11TH AIR FLEET) 
6TH AIR ATTACK FORCE) 
CinC COMBINBD FLEET) 
Tokyo Naval General Staff) 
CinC 4TH FL~ET) 
CinC STH FL~ET) . 

. . . (4TH AIR ATTACK FORCE) 
- (!!ARU) 

SOUTH SEAS FORCE (?) AIR FORCE des-
patch Order # ___ • (1) SIXTH AIR GROtW (?) 
less await orders at PST. (2) _of 
6TH A~GBOUP (?) and ___ of KISAP~ZU _t~R 
GF.OUP will be attached to RR FLEET ___ • 
(3) of 6TH AIR GP.OUP will .ferry 
KISARAZU t.IR GROUP . . planes from 
Tenian to RR in accordance following 
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No. /. 6 (cont.) 

schedul e (3 d.;:.rs :·or round trip) 
lst ~ay , ~epart PST apd arrive PT; 
2nC. ce.y, c.epart PT and arrive F..F., 
re:turning to PT the sa~e de.y.; 3rd 
da y , de:part PT and arrive PST. 
(GZ#2.402-DI) 

It ~as declared: 

PST is Tenian. 
F.F is F.abaul. 
PT is Truk (Caroline Island~). 

(Summary· , 110600, August. lf;::>. 35) 

Several indicc-: tions v·ere noted that a reor-

g~nization involying the enemy's Cruise:r Division 

Seven ~e. s tal:ing -r;lece, and it ?:~~ s thought possible 

th&t this organization, which forme:rly had be:en 

active in the !-Tetherlands East Indies area, was now 

b~ing ordered into the Solomons. 

No. '?.7 

At 0950, CinC CO~ffiiNBD FLZET or1~
ina te:c \'.'hat ap"!:·e:ars to be directive 
(Serial 742) addressed f~r action. 

TO . . 
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AUGUST 10, 1942 (Continued) 

.... ~:.. .... : ... _. ... .., 

No. 27 (cont.) 
::~_.;·-; .;. ~· ·._ .. -

No. 28 

stated in reference to this associa
tion that indication is that CBUDIV 7 
ana DESDIV 2 are coming Fast to Java 
Sea, or YJ.GU MAP.U is going ~est to 
Malaya. 
(S~nry, 110600, August, No. 48) 

TO : 
INT-O : 

9 August/0850 
No Originator (From CinC CO}ffiiNED 

FLEET) . 
(CO~CWL~IV 7) · 
(Chief or Staff SOUTHERN 
f.XP:EIHTIONt.P.Y t.'LEET) 
Chief of Staff 2ND FLEET) 
Chief of Staff 1ST FLEET) 
CO:JDESRON 2) 
Unidentified) . 

' Battleship) 
Unidentified(urobably 
gerbled f or another 
battleshi;> in sace Division 
as .) • 

CRU!:IV 7 is indicated in other traffic 
s.s possibly ordered to Solomons Area and 
above ass~ciation with B~ttleships of 1ST 
FL~ET not understood unless duties previous
ly designa ted for CRlmrv ? are to be carried 
out by these un1 ts. · 
(BZL-10111!7-TI) 

It vas mentioned: 

This de spatch previously r,eported 1n 
RI Summarf 100600/0 August, page ·15, _item 
55. Call came out before as · · 

~as identified as Chief-of Staff 
SOUT:!:::lUl "F.X~I:DITIO!U.FY FORCE"' ·_ ~- : ·.-;:·:·. :·:.:. Y/ 
(SU!Illtary, 1106001 August, No~-~~.#J. .. :~:: 

152 



c_· 

• .. 
' 
; :-

s '.;. -.-~ · : 
~ . . 
.I • - , . -
-~' • • • t 

( 

.. .. .. .... ··'.'. 
~- .• .· 

( 

AUGUST 10, 1942 (Continued) 

}io. 29 

!~o . 10 

Message Serial #429 from Navy 
Minister to all first and seconc class 
Naval St~tions, &11 Major qq~ands 
. ·, and COJ.fCRUDIV 7 
on 9 August may b~ reassignment of 
CRU:IV 7 in Fleet Organization. 
(GTI1612-QPNAV-101622-TI) 
(Summary, 101400, August, No. 9) 

Tentative heavy cruiser 
addressed Co~munication O~ficer (CF.UDIV 
7 _ . at 2100/9th. No indica-
tion location of • It is slight 
indication that has been assigned . 
to t his CP.UDIV. 
(GTf61~-0P~AV-101622-TI) 
{Surr!mary, 101400, August, No. 12) 

Finally, a message .-as interc~pted and deci-

_;1her.::d , t:hich proved the.t deductions made from traf-

fie ana lysis had been valid. The message disclosed 

that Cruiser Division Seven ·::r.s to rendezvous lfi th 

the Second Fleet, whi ch was about to leave Japan for 

the Pabaul area . 

!~o. 31 

FRO:J: 
TO : - ·- -- -

#742 Aug. 9/0950 

~
CINC COhlBINED .FLEET) . . 
CO:.!CRu"DIV 7) _::-.;;:.. ... ~, ~ ·. - .~--~ 
C ::nJJESD IV 1) -~ ·~ ·> .: : ·.: 
KAGU 1.( A 'OU) .... . ' ~·- ' . . . . 

C·~· ·· • .·:....·,,- ·,~, ... 
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AUGUST 10, l942 (Continued) 

No. 31 (eont.) 

INfO: CINC 3RD) 
r Navy Genere 1 Staff) 

.. CO~ESRIJN 4) 
CINC 2ND) 

; Unidentified) 

Mentioned HYPO 100200 confirms deduc
tion regarding CRUDIV 7 made in HYPO 091915. 
•Cease ______ (operations?) and with ___ 

______ rendezvous with the 2ND FLEET 
(which ceparts Ja~an the 11th for the 
Rabau1 .Area.)". Delivery to KAGU ~f.AFU was 
mzde throubh : (~~bon Fadio). CRUDIV 7 
believed in Singapore or Netherlands East 
Indie:s Area. 
(nEL-101728-DI) (~~0 #11-1) 

It ":.-as noticed: 

The despatches referred to above are 
OPNAV despatche:s and not CO!J.14's, and 
appro~riate pnrts are quoted for informa
tion: 
"CINC CO!o!BillF.D J.DDF.ESSFD CO:JCRUDIV 7 
, _ : 1 C.)!n)ESDIV 2 , . . 

1 
UA!m 

AT l.J~HI:'~~~TIFI ~D . __ __ ~ .1; IUF9 SOUTHERN 
FXPEDITIONAF.~ FLEET / , COMDESRON 4 
. _ .... , CINC _ --} and CINC_ 

- , at 09501 9th." 
"NO ORIGINATOR SEF.IP~ NUMEEP. 741, BELIEVED 
TO F.:. CINC COlffi!NED ADDP~SSED COMCRUDIV IV 
SEVEN PAF.EN PAF.E:N : INYO T"SO HIGR 
COU?,tA~:DS IN SOUT~rESTERN AP.EA . and 

.·, UNIDENTI'B'IFD CHIEF OF ST.AYF 
CHIEF ~? ST~YF SOUY-~RN fX?EDITIO~~P.Y FOPC?. 

· · • 1 andF)_TTLESHIPS ; and 
THIS ASSOCIATIOn SHOULD BE 'i'.;ATCHED FOR POS
SIBILITY CPUDIV 7 HAS B?EU 'RECALLED FROM 
J.:.J...LAYA AND ~ILL JOIN TilE BATTLESHIPS :,IN SOME 
STRIKING POP.C:S." .. ::.. .• ~· •.. : .:· 
(Sumr:1ary1 111400·, August, No.~ .. :2.3) ·. ><: 

• • , . ~· • r .. ; 
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Cruiser Division Six was making arrangements 

for :- fueling rendezvous near or st Rabaul. 

No. 32 

no. 33 

CINC 4TH at 1600/10 August to 
Tanker . . ~ lnfor: CINC llTR AIP 
and 8TH FLEETS, COMCRUDIV 6 and Rabaul 
Base, indicate arrangements for end 
necessity of fUeling CRUDIV 6 units. 
Rabaul urobable location rendezvous. 
(GTf 6lO:OPNAV-101457-TI) 
(Summ~ry, 101400, Augus~, No. 34) 

CRPDIV 6 becoming more active 
sugges ting now ta~ing part in opera
tions unless she has been under silence, 
is associ~ted Kavieng BASE FOPCE · 
and using call. 
FRJ~1: CP.UDIV 6 10 August/0700 
TO : CinC 8TH FLFET . 
IN:!"J: (CinC cm.mi!lED FLRET) 

(Unidentified) 
Tokyo Movements 
8T'R BASE ~RCE 

(cm.!l4-l0211S-TI) 

It ~as noted: 

TI on 10 Aurust indicated arrange
ments for and necessity of fueling 
CFUDIV 6 Units. Rabal probable location 
rendezvous. 
(S~ary, 101400, August, No. 49) . . 

......:. . . ,· 
' . 

A message from Tokyo to sev~.~a1.. 1mportant 
·• ... # · .. .. ~ ~ . ... • •• •• • 
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AUGUST 10, 19A2 (Continued) 

Japanese ships gave rise to the warning that these 

units might very well compose an enemy Task Force. 

No. 34 

Tokyo Personnel at 1640 on 9th 
addressed Chief of Staff 2ND FLEET 
· Information to KONGO 
,__ • , "'T'TUA • I T k 

; 1 HAr.un~ , • . , a ao? 
. - :, MAYA • IJ . MYOKO 

.• • J !IAGURO . I I COliDES-
~IV of DESRON 41 C01IDESDIV 

·of DESRON 2 and Fleet Unit 
_ . ·;which, without carriers, 

might constitute a TASK FORCE. 
(CvM-14-100742-TI) 
(Summary, 101400~ August, No. S) 

The Japanese were making every effort to in

crease their shore-based aircra{t 1n the Raba.ul area. 

Traffic analysis disclosed that units were being 

drawn from as far west as Takao, and as far north as 

the Empire itself. 

No. 3 ~ 

Increasing evidence .Japs making all 
out effort immediately increase shore based 
aircraft in Rabaul area drawing units as 
far west as Takao while others are . appar-
ently enroute from 'Empire. · · · 
(co~-14-102048-TI) · · · 
(SUII1Illary 1 1106001 ·August, No • .4j) ' · .I 
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AUGUST 10, 1942 (Continued) 

A high priority message !roo the Commander in . 
Chief of the Eighth Fleet to Tarious other high com-

~anders seem8d to indicate nn urgent need of reinforce-

ments. 

No. 36 

FROM: CinC 

TO 1 

INFO: 

8TH FLF.ET (Conce2.led Originat(tr) 
2-part s .. ~.:ii #185 9 }_ugust/0730 

Chief Naval General ~taff) 
CinC CO~!BIN'ED FLBET) 

1 Comdr 11TH AIR FL~ET) 
COMSUBFOF) 
CinC 4TH FLEET) 
Comdr .AIRON 25) 
Comdr RABAUL BASE FORCE) 

Probably urgent request for reinforce
ments. 
(BEL-101041-TI) 

It 7:as indica ted: 

S~~~I is reletive1y high priority. 
(S~ary, 1106001 August, go. 39) 

Despite the unfavorable weather, the Misa~a Air 

Group was among the nev: arrivals at Rabaul during this 

period. 

!lo. 37 

Commander Misawa AIR at 
F.abaul by traffic routing 10 August. 
(GT#611-QPNAV-101457-TI) ~ ' .... 

• I 
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No. 38 

FROM: i (HIHOFD AIR) #92, Aug. 9 

Indicates that due to unfavor
able ~eather he was unable to carry 
out patrol from Rabaul. 
(C0~-14-100746-DI)(MEM0#10-2) 
(Summary, 1014001 August, No. 18) 

Air Squadron Eleven «as thought to be en route 

to the Solomons, and twenty-two bombers of the Kisa

ratsu Air Force arriTed at Tinian on their way south-

wards. 

No. 39 

At 1700/Sth CINC CO!JBI1~ FLEET 
. . originated despatch #732 which 
appears to be directive addressed £or 
action CO~IRRON 11 ~ KJ..lfiK.AV!A 
:MARU · · ·, erNe 21m FLEET . •. 
and Comdr. llTH AIR FLEET • - . \ • 
Info: CINCS 4TH and 8TH FLEETS 
~nd · · ·. plus Naval General Staff 

:. This suggests that AIP.EON 
11 is being ordered to So~omons. ·Fur
ther indication of this is noted in 
headinR of despatch #989 from Chi•ef of 
Staff llTH AIR FLEET - . · at 2100/9 
~n · r;hich the KA:\UKAWA LiARU, COl~IRRON_ 2S 

and Kisaratsu address 
and Info addresses. This despatch r:as 
addressed for action Bureau Aeronautics 
· · and may concern transporta-
tion of aircraft or equipment _to AIP~ON 
25 bj" KA1l"'K.Ai7J •• 
(BEL-100936-TI) ... . ·. ·. ;. -
(Summary, 101400, Augu~t, No. 6) 
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AUGUST 10, 1942 (Continued) 

No. 40 

No. 41 

Despatches from CINC 11TH AIR FLEET 
associated KJ..:MIKAWA MARU with AIRRON 11 
and the Rabaul Area. 
(COM-14-100742-TI) 

It was commentedt 

This association has been noted pre
viously in Items 57, Page 15, RI Summary 
100600/Q August and Items 23 1 241 25, 26 
Page 7 - same summary. 
(Summary, 101400, August, No. 24) 

• FF.OM: 

TO s 
INFO: 

#.416 Aug.l0/1620 
6TH AIR AT!AC""!C FORCE) 
Guam Radio) 

; 11TH AIR FLEET) 
8TH FLEET) 
4TH FLT. (B)/Ominato Rdo)? 

- . STII FLEET) 
COMBINED FLEET) . 'T!I FLEET) 
Yokosuka· Commandant) 
Base Force #7 at Chichijima) 
Tokyo Naval General Staff) 
6TH AIR ATT. COMDR. of Unit in) 
?) 
4TH AIR ATTACK) 
'TH AIR ATTACK) 

22 Bombers .and 2 transport planes from 
Kisarazu AIR arrived PST at ______ • 

At 0700/11 August will depart fromRRE • 
. (GZ#2394-0PNAV-101908-DI) 

It r:as remarked: 

.· . PST is Tenian. 
RRE is Vanakanau? 

(SU!n.:lary, 110600, August, No. 36) 

; .. ·. 
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AUGUST 10 1 1942 (Continued) 

A carrier plane group, which had been for

merly as S:)cia ted with the ~X.AGI, was also thought 

to be shifting from Kisarazu to reinforce air units 

in the South Pacific. 

llo. 42 
I 

Carrier PLANE GROUP . asso-
ciated ri th A~AGI during llidwav ~ c; ction 
was shown at K1saratsu ;at , 
~840/8~h. Routing later indicated 

may have shifted froo Kisaratsu 
to Southern Area to reinforce air units 
that area. 
(B~L-100925 -TI) 
(Sumnary, 101400, August, No. 28) 

' A resume of Japanese operational aircraft 

messages on August 9 indicated that at least seTen 

bomber flights had b&en instituted by t heo in the 

Solo::nons area. 

No. 1a 
Heavy volume of short operational 

type messages from aircraft indicates 
operations probably bombing attacks by 
at l~est seven flights between 0800 and 
1500 on the 9th. These apparently in 
Solooons Area. 
(BF.L-101041-TI) 

-~~-~~~· - · ·':--:. ~ .:::.·: 
(Sumnary, 110600, August, 

" - • • 1 

No. ·4ot .. ·:::·_: _., 
.. ; ·. 
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AUGUST 10, 19~2 (Continued) r~tJit · 
Although intense radio activity on the part 

of Ja})anese aircraft carriers ",'!as noted for a "hile, 

there ,,.•ere no indications of preparations for a 

departure to the Solomons. 

No. L5 

area. 

1io. 46 

Intense actiTity on carrier 
channel obserTed. CINC 1ST AIR FLEET 
origina ted numerous despatches to car
riers, plane groups and YokoSQ~a Air, 
but no other types associated nor no 
indications of preparations for de
parture evident. 
(CO~l4-100738-TI) 
(summ2.r y , 100600, August, No. 7) 

No carrier tra~fic observed 
since last Dieest. 
(COi:U4-l02104-TI) 
(Summ~ry, 1106001 August, No. 7) 

The P_XIKJ.ZE was already in the Soloroons-Rabaul 

Traffic routine ~uggest~ the 
A..~IKAZE · · has arrived at .... . _. . . 

(Buka or Bougainville?) ·~·-:. ,:, .. ;::. 
(B!::L-101055-TI) ,_ .. ~\·.:'.· ··- ~ ' 
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~~ .. :· ~< · . ;:• . 

~o. 46 (cont.) 

It was observed: 

JXIKAZE's serial 206 of August 9th, 
read, nArr1ved at RXcn. RXC has been 
tentatively located as in the Ticinity 
of BougainTille or Buka. 
(S~ry, 110600, August, No. 50) 

lio. 47 

Headings and associations indicate: 
A?:IK.AZE . • and WKA?.E . ' '1 th 
Comer 11T~ AIR FLr;ET. in .. 
F:a b<. ul Area • 
(BFL-101117-TI) 

It was pointed out: 

_ ·believed AKIKAZE, r.as be
lieved on 8 August to be in Solomon
Rabcul Area. On August 9 DI stated 
AKIKAZE arrived EXC (In vicinity of 
Fougainville). 
{S~ary, 110600, August, No. 51) 

The Co~ander of the First Air Force, who ~as 

at Tateyama 1 v:as associ~ted in a dispatch with Air 

S~ u.:.dron Eleven, and the KAMOI, which -,·,ras in the 

Marshalls, was associated with Air Squadron Twenty

five. These associations·indicated possible future 
•·· • • ': ~. : '* • • .. 

move~ents of the orgap~zations concerned tp the 

P.abaul-Solomons area. 
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·:~L;_:~ r -~·· · ... AUGUST 10, 194?. (Continued) 

l{o, 48 

No. 1. 9 

-:.:· .__: .... :··..:. ·.,;. 

Enciphered Commander 1ST AIR 
FOP.CE nas sho?n at Tatevama 
~nd is associated with AIRRON 11 

J Chitose . and Omura 
AIR address MASIMU in heading of 
despatch #132 from at 1450/Bth. 
(BEL-100936-TI) . . 
(Summary, 101400, August, No. 13) 

FP.O~i : 
TO : . Comdr AIFON 24) 

#986 9 August/1410 
_ ~Corndr 11TH AIR FL£ET) 

Comdr AIRON 25) 
K.A~toi) 

K.A~:or currently in Marshalls and 
association ~~th AIRON 25 suggests she 
may bG moving to Rabaul Area. 
(BEL-101117-TI) 

It was declared: 

KA¥0! was by TI in Marshalls on 
8 .August. 
(Summary, 110600, August, No. 25) 

A p~culiarly addrassed ~essage which .mentioned 

"Speciall7 Equipped Vessels" in the heading gave rise 

to the sup?osition that radar had been installed in 

certain aircraft and submarines • 

~lo. SO 

FROM: (Comdr 

.. ~}~:·f~q:_[ ~:/.~ 
#'352 9 ·"A.u'gust/1520 

11TH AIR ,FL~ET) . · .< . 
/> '.· .' ;:: • "" ~ - • ~ 
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J!o. 50 (cont.) 
. 

TOt 11TH AIR ~EET less Specially Equip
ped Vessels 

(4TH FLEET) · : 
{8TH FLEET less Specially 

Equipped Vessels) 
(SUBRON 3 less Specially 

Equipped Vessels) 

Use of this designation in connec
tion r.ith aircraft and various types of 
surface craft including submarines sug
gests possibility special Tessels may 
have P~dar Equipment. 
{BEL-101041-TI) 
(Summary, 1106001 August, No. 32) 

Enemy destroyer activity was watched ye'ry close

ly since the movements of these units would indicate 

the location of .their conToys. The Commander in Chief 

of the Co~bined Fleet addressed Destroyer DiYision 

Seven but though there was no indication of its loca

tion, it was notic~d that the same dispatch included 

the KASUGA MARU as one of its addressees. This ship 

had been connected with the Sixth Air Attack Force on 

August 6, and t he association was a clue that Destroyer 

Division Seven might be ordered into the Rabaul area. 

No. 51 . ., ..... ... 

CINC COUBINED addressed C01UDESDIV 7 
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No. 51 (cont.) 

No. 52 

and KASUG.A MAF.U 
at 1140ilo August, in~icating escort 
for the XCV, but no inciico.tion loca
tion, nor association with e.ny other 
comnand. 
(GTf.'611-0PN.AV-101457-TI) 

It was declared: 

DFSDIV 7 was believed operating 
in t he Northern Area in early June •. 
Sine~ that time little has been known 
exc eut t hat one of its units · 
was noted in connection rlth the MARU 
XCV . _, receiving traffic from 
S~ipan 9 A~gust. 

The KASUGA MAF.U ,-as connected 
r•i th t he 6TH AIF ATTACK FOP.CE 6 August 
but 'vas unlocated. 
(Sumze.ry, 101400, Augu~t, No. 11) 

DESDIV 7 _ ~n DESP.JN 101 
and !V.SUGA Z.!ARU associ& ted in 
one message from CINC C:1:.13HE D fore
sh~do7ing probsble op~rations this 
XCV. 
( CQ~U4-102104-TI) 

It was noticed: 

Noted by OPNAV and app <::a.rs in 
R.I. Summary 101400/q August, page 5, 
Itec 11. 
(SUJ'I.ma ry ,. 110600, August, No. · ·1~) · < ....... : 

~:· ~-._ .. • .: • • 1 

"·~'.., ... . ~- · 
-.. · .. . 

t - •• ... • • 

.... "'; '• ":-. .: ...... : 
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AUGUST 10, 19~2 (Continued) 

Destroyer Division Four v.-as en route from 

Trul~ to Palao to ~scort the Thirty-fourth Defense 

Force ~ack to Truk. 

No. 5:3 

DESDIV app~ars to be 
enroute Palao, _possibly ~o escort 34th 
DEFENSE Ji'JF.CF. to Truk. 1.1ARU 

also not~d this association. 
(CJ~l~-100738-TI) 

It VIas noted: 

is DESDIV 4 and this 
DESDIV app~ars to have been order~d 
South t~ reinforce 4TH or 8TH FLEETS. 
(Su~ary 1 100600, August, No. 39) 

COMDESDIV 4 . using cover 
call 1 originated SMS #174 1 at 
2030, 9th, which is apparently a· Co~u
nication Zone report indicating that 
Command to be enroute from Trillc to Palao. 
Further evidence of this movement is 
noted in #171. from. C01~ESDIV 4, using 
cover call , at 0930, 9th, aqdres- . 
sed for action 34TH DEFru~SE FORCE 
at Palau. 
(BEL-101055-TI) 

It was indicated: 

Ne.val General Staff, at lS.do/ ·· _'.. 
August 9th, originated despatch for ac
tion co:mESDIV 4, information Chiefs of 
Staff COMBINED, · 4TH and 8TH FLEETS and 
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AUGUST 10. 194?. (Continued) 

Ho. 54 (cont.) 

ORIGINAL. 
.f..-< .l.- Dece!tber 1944 
·~~:-~ 
-~~~j~~;~ .': .. : . .. 
~1'.: ~ ... : -~· " .. ': .·"": 

~~~~ .. ·:·.i:,~~",~ ~-

and 1ST and ll~rt AIR FLEETS, 
CO!-:tSUBFOR and Truk ·.~:hich indica ted 
to OPNAV a change of plan for 
DESDIV 4 and possible destination 
as Truk. 
(Sumcary, 1106001 August, No. 26) 

!" 
l 
I 

Destroyer Division Two and Destroyer Division 

Fi~teen ".rere associated vri th Cruiser Division Seven, · 

which was C.estined to come into southern waters, and 

Destroyer Division Seventeen r.as sailing to Truk via 

Chichijima and Saipan. 

N~. 55 

No. 56 

Traffic originated by 3RD FLEET 
Co~and · ~ associated 
CFULIV 7 with Balikpapan, Amboina, and 
Davao BASE FORCES, DESDIVS land 

) included there this associntion. 
(COlll4-l00744-TI) 

It r.as commented: 

\ is DESDIV 2 and ~ is 
DESDIV 15 (DESRON 2). 
(summ~ry, 101400, August, No. 41) 

FROM: 

TO 1 

.... . .... ":- . -.. 
: (DESDIV 17 . ·-- ,=~ ~ -~! ·, 
' ·DESRON 10) 9 'Augus~/2300 

Co!!l!il Officer 5TH BASE FORCE.: ~. 
Co!llii! Officer 4TH FLEET ~~· .. ,·, ._.:.:.. '·'· 
Co~ Officer 8TH FLEET 167 
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AUGUST 10. 19~2 (Continued) 

No. 56 (cont.) 

· -· ·-- .. ---- --

ORIGINAL 
--:.~ . l DJ;cember 1944 
· . .....: -~ . ' ... 

: • # • • ·: 

' .• ;. :·,,: ~.;_.,;, · .. : : . 
~":~-: .. ~ .. :~: .. 

s;{y;~ :. ,,: . 

~f routing conclude this DESDIV 
no~'r' £-le;two::en Empire and Sa1pan heading 
So~th. 
(cm.t-].4-102118-TI) 

It -:-·as remarked: 

TI on 9 August indicated this 
DESDIV enroute to Truk via Chichijima 
and Saipan. 
(SUl:li:lar.r, 110600, August, No. 17) 

The uniJentified ~arship, ~hose call sign had 

long been n~tEd as / finally announced its arri-

va l c t Rabaul on August 9 • 

. No . 57 

FR~M: #44 Aug. 9 / (?) 
TO : Chief of Staff 8TH FLEET 

DESDIV of DESRON 6 
8TH BASE FOF.CE at Ra baul 

Scheduled to arrive at seventeen 
t hirty. 
(P.EL-100410-TI) 

It was observed: 

. \.(Unidentified) was placed 
in co~is~ion sometime betr.een 29 June 
a nd 1 July. Reported as leaving the 

· Empire about 4 July enroute to : R~ba~ 
via Chichijima and ·Truk. .:•.-7_:?-::;, ,:-/~.'-;. -:~ 
(Suiil!ilary, 101400, Aueust, No._::?.?) ,_.-._:;.-/-: 

~:-1~-~.~~/.:: :~. 

• 
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AUGUST 10, 1942 (Continued) 

Messages sent by the Commander in Chi~! of 

the Ja~anese Eighth F~eet on August disclosed in 

detail so~& of the operations instituted to repel 

inv2ding American forces. Special Landing Force 

troops we:re ord.erf'd to embe.rk in two Marus zmd set 

out for Guadalcanel, in accordance ~ith a schedule 

found in the two messa.gE:s which follow. 

No. 58 

FROM: 
TO : 

· {Unidentified) #117 ~ug.?/1450 
! (Comme.nder KU"RE /15 . 

SPECIAL LAliDI"NG FOF.CE) 
l (Unidentified) 
i ( COMDR 8TH BASE FORCE 

at Rabaul) 
: (commander SASEBO f.~ · 

SPBCIAL LANDTilG FOP.CE) 
\ ( COMCRUDIV 1~ Command 

in 4TH FL-r::~ 
!(Destroyer in DESRON 2) 

--- 1 (Comdr. of Unit in 19th 
· Division in 4TR FLEET) 
:(unidentified) 

-- - ; (Comdr . of ~nit in 
. ESCORT FORCE) 
l (Cocdr. Armed Guard (?) 

a~ard (blank) Maru) 
- j. (CO!&IDR 5TH AIP. .ATTACK 

FOBCE) 
!(Chief of Staf!" .llTH 
. AIR FLEET) ~ .:_ .. :-;.:-·. - ~ . 

... . , t . .. • 

(Chief of Staff' :>!"- ~." ;: \ 
COMBINED FLEET) ' ~- : ... 

I (Naval Generar s~rf'} ~--: - ·. 
:.;,;?'.! * .. :;; .... ~ .;:.,. ~ 
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AUGUST 10, 1942 (Continued) 

tfo. 58 (cont.) 

No. 59 

From CINC 8TH FLEET. Passed to 
8TH FLRET. •outside" SOUTH SEAS 
Operation Order 19: Rest fragcentary 
but general context is as follo~s: 
Detachment for defense of RY~ made 
up o! c 86 68--a number ossibl as 
hi h as 47 men from SASEBJ 5 
SP~CIAL LJNDING FORCE, (cg 77628 -
number less than 60) fi-om KURE #3 
SP?CIAL L~~DING FOPCE, ~nd~cg7~7ll
num~er less than 60) from MtiZURU _?) 
SP ~;CIAL LA..JIDING FORCE under command 
of (blenk) will embark 1n two Marus 
and set out for RXI. 
(GZ#2396-0PNAV-102300-MEMO#l0-3-DI) 

It was observed: 

P~I is identified as Guadalcanal. 
(Summary, 1106001 August, No. 37) 

FROM: 

TO : 

Kconcealed Identity 
Call) #218 Aug. 7/1800 

': (Unidentified) 
!(Comdr. Armed Guard (?) 

_ aboard KIUAI lJARU) 
INFO: __ --·--· . ..-- i ~CINC COMBinED FLEET) 

I CINC 11TH AIR FLEET) 
____ ·-· -. \ CINC 4T-H FLEET) 

~ COMtF. #7 BASE FORCE at 
Chi chi j ima) 

) (COUDR #8 BASE FORCE at 
Rabaul) . . 

(COMDR 'TH AIR_:·ATTACK1>;r 
) 

.. "" .. ~ ,.. .. ~.'" ~.,..,., FOP.CE .· ... ~-. .-:~· :t .- - - --~~ -. . · ... ~;_~:~-=-~~~~:~~~ 
Froo CINC 8TH FLEET. Passed ·to · 

';;.;~\.~~-~-~.:. .:.~ 

1 
' I 

-.-· 
: :·. · .. ~-..-~- :· ... 
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AUGUST 10, 1942 (Continued) 

No. 52 (cont.) 

Rest :racentary but following is gists 
The KI?1 M.ARU which is in or due at 
PT (Tru_~) and is scheduled to go to RR 
(F.a baul) y;ill, in accordance w1 th "Out
side~ SOUTP. SEJ.S FOTICE Despatch Order 
f4, embar~ the YOKOSUKA #' SPF.CIAL 
LANDING FOFCE and the # Communica
tion Corps and proceed ~(Rabaul). 
(GZ#.2397-0PNAV-102342-~~MO#l0-4-DI) 
(Summary, 110600, August, No. 38) 

Another ene~y un1 t 1 -vvhich ra s thought to be 

a fleet tank~r, announced its position end speed, and 

its intention to rendezvous with other units en route 

t o GuaC.alcGt..nal. 

No. 60 

FROM: 
TO z 

:f-227 Aug. 9 
I (8Tli BASE FORCE, Rabaul) 
\{questionable Fleet Tanker) 

WP. J~ea Defense Force Order • 
(04260 special · table). PositiOn 

-n-o-on--9th, 05-26 North, 146 to 150 East, 
speed ~o. Scheduled arrive Kavieng 
1500, 11th. ___ will leave Rabaul to-
morro*, lOth, proce~d to NorthTiard of 
Kavi~ng and rendezvous with the 04860." 
(BEL-102032-DI-tffiMO#ll-2) 

It ·ras pointed .outs 
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AUGUST 10, 1942 (Continued) 

No. 60 (cont.) 

FORCE 1n July and since part of 
the SASEBO SPECI~~ LA~IDING FORCE 
is known to be enroute to defend 
RXI (Guadalcanal Is.), this unit 
may also be part of the landing 
Force enroute to Guadalcanal Is. 
One of the ships of this Force 
has already been reported sunk 
by an Allied submarine. Roger 
Area is Rabaul Area. 
{Summary, 111400, August, No. 42) 

Another movement report indicated that 

Japanese reinforcements were being sent into the 

Ne~ Guinea a.rea. 

No. 61 

FROll: #218 Aug. 9 

Although fragmentary, believed 
to indicate movement toward Lae, 
Buna, Gona, and participation of 
8TH BASE FORCE in occupation of · 
Moresb'J. Hypo has noticed reap- · 
pearance of IKKI in Solomons Area. 
This is same fellow who was in 
R9.baul Area last May, and later in 
Aleutians Area. 
COM14-100746-DI-llEMO#l0-2) 

It was declared: 
:.;_. ;~ .. ,;-::..:~ .:: ... 

is 8TH BASE FORCE -at ·· 
Rabaul. ·. A unit Y::hich appear.ed to··: 
be a destroyer unit, less 4' ships1 

. .:.._. ;-.. ' .-:.~ ... :; ... :. :· 
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AUGTIST 10, 1942 (Continued) 

No. 61 (cont.) · 

indicated it ~ould arrive about 
0600 at Guam, August 8th, and de
part from there about 0900 with 
possibly IKKI DETACHMENT embarked. 
Destination Rabaul Area •. This 
message was not fully readable. 
(Summary, 101400, August, No. 17) 

The usual activity of the M.arus continued ')n 

this day. One MARU _; was en route to Rabaul 

fro~ Makassar via Palao; another MARU )left 

tr.e Truk Co~unication Zone and entered Jaluit; the 

ltAP.U )departed from Truk and was in the 

:Rabau.l area, to which the JCA.\~IK.A1''A M..AR:J was ordered 

to proceed, and the KAGU liARu ~as at Koepang or 

KenC.ari. 

No. 62 

No. 63 

Traffic routing and association 
indicate: Maru \enroute Rabaul. 
to Makassar via Palao. 
(BRL-101055-TI) 
(Summary, 110600, August, No. 54) 

,~-~~::ii~i~. ·-
M.ARU )shifted from.:T.ruk ~o 

Jalui t Co!lliii Zone at 1800, 9th·~·~7;;::-~.-.",:: ... : 
(BEL-101117-TI) .:~t·~_;t::-9'<. 

.. \~~:-~.:;.;!~:, 
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AUGUST 10, 19.42 (Continue:d) 

No. 63 {co~t.) 

No. 6.4 

No. 65 

It 'rlas stated: 

Previously reporte:d in R.I. 
s~~ary 091400/Q August, page 8, 
ite~ 24. 
(summary, 1106001 August, Mo. 28) 

YJ...F.U ~ in Rabaul Area 
10 August· by routing. 
(GT#6ll-QPNAV-101457-TI) 

It was mentioned: 

This MARC left Maizuru about 
16 July for Palao 22 July and ap
parently went to Truk 2nd then to 
F2baul on 6 August. 
{Eummary, 101400, August, Mo. 38) 

.. #353 August 9th/2100 
FR.Jli: \ (CO~R 11TH AIR 

··. FLEET) · 
TO : . . \ KA?!IKAWA ~~ARU) 
I !iFO: - , .. - - - . : CINC C·J;rniNED FLEET) 

1
' CINC 2ND FLEET) · 

·-· - --·-- ~ CO~iAIRON 11) 
-· . . . ,· CINC 4TE FLEET) 

: CINC 8TIT FLEET) 
\ Tokyo Naval General 

.Staff) · 
- . . ) ( -- 11TH AlP. FLEET) ·· .. . ... , 

: -~~:·--. ... .. · .. 
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AUGUST 10, 1942 (Continued) 

Jfo. 65 (cont.) 

No. 66 

. "KA'~fiKAT.A UARTJ ··.- - -· _ }proceed 
to RR (F.abaul). Further . orders will 
be issued after arrival there,n 
(G~-72399-QP?lAV-102342-HEMO#lD-4-DI) 

It was noteda 

T.I. on 9-10 August indic~ted 
that KAlliKAWA MABU might proceed to 
New Britain Area possibly to provide 
transportetion and tender services 
for AIRON 11 which has been indicated 
b~r T.I. as ordered from Yokosuka to 
the New Britain Area. 
(Summary, 110600, August, No. 33) 

C!lm 2ND FLEET ) J at 
1500/9th cddressed KAGQ MARU 
at Koepang or ~endari ~ Info: 
CO'.tCRUDIV 7 - : ), CO.MAIRRO.N ·11 
. • ·, _CO¥tJESDIV 2 _ . ', CINC 

4th t, CINC SOUTRERN EXPFl>I-

' ' . 

. TIONARY FORCE _ _ ... \, CINC COMBINED 
\ and NaTal General Staff. At 

i340/9th.K.AGU YARtl addressed Chie! of 
Staff cmmiNED and 2h~ FLEET, COMCRUDIV 
7 1 COMDESDIV 2, Info; CO~ESRON 4 aFd 
unidentified or garbled ) . Indi-
cation is that CRUDIV 7. and DESDIV 2 
are coming East to Java Sea, or KAGU 
~JRU is going Y.est to Malaya. 
(GT#612-QPNAV-101622-TI) . 

-(Summary, 101400, August, No. 42) ... . 
-.- ~. ·:~:.·4,~~-~ iJ." : .;>. . ... ..... ,.T.;-- .. 

··:~J, . .. ~;. ··. , ... 0 • • 

· 1 had i~!t:~tl:bkosuka en An air tender 
,;----.:t:-~ ~.;:.., - ··- ;; • 

~~ VJht~h-~:ia:s ::thought to route to Ja1uit, and the 

be either a .fleet tanker or tender 1 an~ounced thal tl.~ 
· ' 
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AUGUST 10, 1942 (Continued) 

would arr1Te on August 11 at a place tentatiye17 iden

tified as either KaTieng or Avau. 

No. 67 

No. 68 

Traffic routing and associations 
indicate: llaru airtender ) is 
enroute to Jaluit from Yokosuka - ~ia 
Chichijima and Saipan. 
(BET.....-101055-TI) 

It was noted: 

Maru wes by TI on July 23rd1 in Yokosuka Area. 
(Summary, 110600, August, No. 23) 

FRO~: 
TO l 

#195 Aug.9/1820 
. ... ·- ____ Fleet Tanker or Tender) 

. ' 8TH FLEET) 
. - - 1 BASE FORCE #8 at Rabaul) 

~ 4TH FLEET Chief of Staff) 
. . · - -~ BASE FORCE #4 at Truk) 

\ .lZID!A !i/I.RU) 

Ky noon position on 9th was ' 0 26' 
N 1500(?) 14' E Course 180 ? speed 10. 
Expect arrive RO at 1 00 ? on 11th. 
Note: Thes~ times and speeds and pos1-
_t1ons do ·not ~uite jibe, but anyway 

··r;ill e.rrive RO sometime on lith, 
probably near midnight. 
{GZ#2388-QPNAV-101528-DI) 

It was indicated: ·· ·:· ·: ...... 
' .. . . 
. 1 . 

:· was in Saipan abou~ · ' August 
. ' 
~ · . . 
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AUGP3T 10, 19l2 (Continued) 

. 
No. 63 (cont.) 

end ···as schedulE:d to crrive at Tru.lc 
9 August then go to P~baul. RO is 
questionably identified as Kavieng 
or Avau. · -
(Summary, ~01400, Au~st, No. ·37) 

The AZUMA MJ~U seemed to be accompanying -this 

tanker. 

!b. 69 

J.t 1820, t~.nker _laddressed 
serial 295 for action CINC 8TIT FLEET 

1, 8TR BASE FOP.CE \ en-
ciph~rcd Comaander RO (et_Kavieng~, 
Chief of Staff 4TH FLEET ), 
:plus 4TH BAE::. FORCE at Truk '· • 
anci Azt:~ 1{ARU _ ). This associa-
tion suggests tanker f and J.ztr..!A 
MARV wil~ proceed from Trllic Area to 
Rabaul Tia Kavi~ng. 
(BEL-101055-TI) 

It ~as co~ented: 

~ecrypted text of above despatch 
appears as itec 37, page 11, R.I. 
Summary 101400/q August. 
(Su~ary, 110600, Aueust, No. 52) 

J.lthough there \'\'as considerab-le redio traffic 

emanating fro~ Kiska at t h.is 

t hat it concerned operations 

time;:~ ... ~~- :'~as: believed 
.. ;:. -~ .. :' : ~: :· 

within··~· the:. Southern area 

--~-~{-~~}~~ .> .. 
177 
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AUGUST 10, 19L?. (Continued) ~dB~~ 
rather than (evelo;r:~ents in the Aleutians. The 

J?.panes~ P.adio Intelligence organization. at Tokyo 

t;'c..s sending an increc sing nU!!lber of reports to both 

its Northern and Southern operational forces. These 

F .• I. S~ariE-s from Tokyo \':ere directed regula~ly 

t~ the Fifth Air Attack Force and Subcaririe Squadrons 

Three ?nd Seven in the South, c..nd Submarine Souadron 

T~o in the North. 

~lo. 70 

l~o. 71 

Considerabl~ file of traffic origi
nated b~r IC..iske. Cot:n:!?..nder . J , Comdr 
.Aircraft of J.LEUTIJ..~IS FOFCE !, and 
Comdr ALEUTIANS FOF.CE . 1 1 but· 
traffic leads to belief that major concern 
is operations in Southern Area. 
(COM14-10073b-TI) 
(Sumcary, 101400, August, No. 4) 

Considerable number R.t. despatches 
and increasing number of reports fro~ 
F~baul ~orces noted. Toh~o P..I. reports 
regularly include 5TH AIF ATTACK, SUBRONS 
3 end 7 . 1n the south, and SUBRON 2 in the 
north in &ddition to usual Fleet Command-
ers. 
(COM14-10204S-TI) 
(Summary, 110600, August, 
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AUGUST 10, . 1942 (Continued) :!~:{t;.~ > ~··· . 
No. 72 

':. .. - .· .. . 
~:.r.-.~~- . ·: · ... .. . , . 

Tokio RI Intelligence · 
actiTe ~ith Intelligence Traffic to 
Air anc Surfac~ Commands in Southern 
Area. SUBP.mJS 3 · ~ ·· a.nd 7 · 
were addressed colle.etiTely indicat
ing this information of particular in
terest to these units. 
BEL-100925-TI) 

SOBF.ONS 3 and 7 wer& believed 
o~d~red to th& Tulagi Area • 

. (Summary, 101400, August, No. 36) 

Nn. 7'5 

Uo. 74 

SUEPONS 3 and 7 still being 
extensivel~r addressed not only by 
R.I. STA~IONS but by unidentified 
activity at Truk. 
(Cu~-102118-TI) 

It ~as observed: 

TI on 10 August indicated 
Tokyo RI Active with Intelligence to 
Air and Surface Commands Southern 
Area. SUBRONS 3 and 7 were addressed 
collectively indicating this informa
tion of particular interest to these 
Units. 
(Suamary, 110600, August, No. 63) 

FF.Oll: 
TO s 

·· ~Tokyo} S 
~Sub Force) 
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AUGUST 10, 1942 (Continued) 

No. 74 {cont.} 

Stand by for broadcast at 
1700. 
(GT#609-Til 

It ~as pointed out: 

!was an tnro addressed ·in 
a despatch from Cine 4th which directed 
moTement of unidentified units . from 
Rabaul to Tulag1 and from Truk to an 
unkno~ location on 7 August. 
(Summary, 1006001 August, No. 72) 

Urgent orders from the Commander in Chief of 

the Combined Fleet sent Japanese submarines into the 

Solomons from surrounding areas to destroy American 

ships. 

No. 7' 

No. 76 

FROM: )(CINC COMBINED) #75'5 Aug. 9 
TO s 8TH FLEET . 

11TH Air Fleet 

"COMBIWwD FLEET Radio Order Number_. 
Submarines will immediately proceed search 
for and destroy the eneey.n 
( CO?.r-14-100732-DI) 
(Summary, 1006001 August, No~ 7S) 

Despatch from CIUC COMBilfED FLEET 
shows follo~~ng associations; Chiefs . 

.. . J • • • ••• 
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~l&~··.:: AQGUST 10, 19L2 (Continued) 

No. 76 (cont.) 

li·:>. 77 

No. 72 

of Staff 11TH AIR FLEET and 8TH FLFBT 1 
COMStrnPOflS 3 and 7 and :and 
SUBDIV )1 plus Naval General Staff. 
(COV~4-102104-TI) 
(S~&ry, 110600, August, No. 56) 

Headings and ~ssociations indicate: 
Co!:ldr and Staff Co.!IIril Officer SUBRON 3 
__ I at Jalui t _ ) , Sub Tender 

\ at Truk · - ··-;. 
(EEL-101117-TI) 

It '.":"aS aeclart-C.: 

CO'ASUBF.Jl; 3 on 10 August was by 
D/F at 1590F.j OlOJO' S. ~~~U Sub 
Tencler _ v;a s indtca ted by TI in 
Truk Area on 9 August. 
(Summarf, 110600, Augu~t, No. 30) 

Some indication COMSUBRON 3 
I underr.ev from Jalui t · : ) 

to Truk· . · "Jby heading of Communi-
cation Zone Report, Serial 357 at 
1?30/9th. 
(BEL-100925-TI) 
(Summary, 101400, August, No. 45) 

- <~i.:\··~~.:·' 
Submarine ; of SJBDIV? . 

.. \ 

vms active apparently· _in Bab~ul~.S~.lomons 
Are:c.. From headings ~:appeared to 

."_J: ;~:) - ~· ~ ~ .. . : 
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AUGUST 10, 1942 (Continued) 

No. 79 (cont.) 

, , ...... 
.. . 

.r·---~ .f.. (. . ' .. . 
-~ -. 

J • • : • . 
~~; ~ . . 
~ -.. . · 

be a diTision or SUBRON 7 or· at lenst 
currently op~rating under direction 
CO~SUBRON 7 J 

(BEL-10092,-TI) . , 

It was stated: 

· \ was considered SUBRON 6. 
(Summa.ry, 101.4001 August, l~o. 44) 

An estimate o f the location of seTeral 3apa

nese units disclosed that the Fourteenth and Fifteenth 

Submarine Divisions were operating from Penang, and 

that others were in the locations noted in Number Sl. 

No. 80 

FF.OMc 1 ~Penang Base Force) #146 Aug.7/? 
TO 1 · SUB UNIT) 
INFO 1 ; 6TH FL.EET) · 

. {Sketchy) but gives reo.uirements 
some material for both 14th and 15th 
SUBDIVS. 

Comment: Both these DINISIONS must 
be currently operating Penang. 
(BEL-100410-DI} . . 

It was mentioned: 
.\ 

;identified as SUBRON 1. 
identified as SUB FOP.CE~ . · 

SUBDIV 14 was believed to be operating 
from the Penang Base on 8 August. , .: ··.' 
{Summary 1 101.4001 August, No. ·40) . · . 

.·,'.! : · .. .. -
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AUGUST 10 1 1942 (Continued) :~~~~- ~ 
No. 81 

D/F Fixes on Submarines: 
· · --· ) in Kiska vicinity. 
. I(SUBDIV of SUBRON 7) at 1530 

· · E, 150 s, (poor) 
. I (CO~SUBRON 6) at 163° E, 12o 

s, (poor) 
j (CO~SUBP.ON 3) at 160° E, on 

equator (fair) 
(COY14-102118-TI) 

It vras noticed: 

TI on 9 August suggested possi-
bility SUBRON 2 Unit \might be 
proceeding Yokosuka for docking. 

, on 9 August as s.oc1a ted with 
4TH FLEET operations. On 4 August 
traffic routing .suggested ·· !at 
Rahaul. .l on 10 August ':Yas placed 
by TI in 1590E, 01030S. 
(Sunmary, 110600, August, No. 61) 

A Japanese subtender announced that it had 

left the Marshall Islands for Truk. 

No. 82 

FROl! : 
TO . 1 

\ ~subtender) #19.5 Aug.9/1340 
\ 4TH BASE FORCE, Truk) 
' 4!H FLEET) · 

Tokvo Movement Report 
Office) 

(Sasebo Movement Report 
Office) ' L->::'-+>- . . 

! ~COMBINED FLEET) >-.~-: ;. _, ...... , :. •- , .· . .. . 

·:. ~~F~~~~) ro~~~-~··. ~ j_;tu1 t) 
::i~4j~;·;~:~.~-- -~:·:~~-
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AUGUST 101 1942 (Continued) 

Jio, 82 (cont.·) 

·Left PQ for PT. · 
(GZ#238J-QPNAV-~0084Q-DI) 

It r.as notedt 
• 0 0 • • 

PQ is Kwajalein (Marshall 
Islands)~ PT is Truk (Caroltne 
Islands). 
(summary, 1006001 August1 No. 3') 

I • : 

.. ; 

.A message from. the Eighth Fleet disclosed that 

submarines were in the T1c~ty ~or ·~ag1, but it was 

· not possible to d~scoTer whether ·the message referred 
. . "" . . . ~ . . : . 

to American or Japanese submarines • 

No. S3 
. · . . . 

. ' 
, . 

FROM: 
TO : 
INF01 

· ~'sm FLEET) #199 Aug.S/12.3o 
11TH AIR FLT) · . 

. ·, 5TH JJR ATTACK FOR) 
. .· . 
. · ·.: .. . , · submarine {s) __;_~. in the 

vicinity of RXB. You 'Will • 
(GZ#238S-QPNAV-10084Q-DI} ---

.It was 1nd1catedt 
. :- . . . ... 

RXB is Tulagi. It is not clear 
whether this refers to u. s. or Jap 

· submarines. · ·· · ·· . · · : ·· · · . . · 
(Summary-, · 1006001 August, · No. -61) . ... · · - --

. . :- .· :·.··· : .. . ·: : .. ':· · ... :" - ; .: . . : ... 
• : ': ': ~~ - • T ' •• :,·; ~- ., ~ :: :~ . ~ .. . ' .. _' ,:·:~ .. ~:· :..;_. ' · • 

: However, a .message on August 9 disclosed that a 
• • 0 • • ' 

Yar~ had · b~en· t~r;edoed some fifteen miles from Cape . . 

·184· 
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AUGUST 101_ 1942 (Continued) · 

., Saint George_ and that enemy !lying boats were search-

1ng for the .. allied submar~e. This llaru was eT~dentl:r 

one of the two mentioned aboTe which ""'e!~ .-earrring re-
... . . ~ :· . - : . .. . 

inforeements to Guadaleanal, 
:..; . ; -·. ~-~ ·::: .·· -:. : - ·-.- ~ · . .. -. !.'.~ •i .. _ i ;.._ - ~- : . : -

.; _ ____ , ._-~-. -·-- ~ ~ - ..... . r ·: : .. · ___ -:. t .;._·. : ;. 

No, 84 
~ r • 

(~:.;; ~· .::- ~_· : .. · _ .. • ~ -.: ·::~ .. :a..Y~ -~- : ·~~ _., : ~ .. · . .. ·... r.,. -~ · 

___ ::. ._;. 

-: · (~-. ·.:· -.. ~.:-_ . .... ... :- ~ ... · (= -~ :-~·~-- -""•:.: ·: _: !_ ~ - ~ - : ( ~ :_~- :· • • · ·-: ~ 

FROMs . . \ (Rabaul) . .; · .. #213 ·Aug.9/0240 
WR• Area Def~nse Foree Operational Order . , 

---·· - ., ; 

i · ~~ (1.) . : UA.RU :!at ~'· (between 20 and 
2.300) on Sth was torpedoed by enemy aubs 
15 miles ___ degrees from Cape Sa~nt 
George..- -~ and __..:.. flying ·boats · are ·now '"· · ' 
searching for sub at the scene. ·· 

· {2) On the morning of the ·9th the · ..... r .. ~ .-
Commander of the 1ST AIF GROUP will have . , 
3 reconnaissance seanlanes ·search . tor the ,_, .. 4 

sub in an area extending 60 miles from · 
·.··Cape Saint George. · ,_ · ·. ~. · .· ;~ . · . . , ~· .... . 
· Coml!lent: Unable to tell whether M.ARU 

s ank or not. . . 
(BEL-100805-DI) : ·. . . · · 

··· (summary, 1014001 August, No • . 30) ~ ~,;· ;..:: .. ' .. :· ·1~( .... ~, 
. -~ ·;. . .. ·· .... ... :·. ~ :_ · . . -;::~ · ...... -:~ ... :· . •. . ·. . - . 

.. . .. .... . ·. · . . 
~ ........ . 

No. 85 • ·, . . .... • I I · • • • _ , , _. , ' • .... '• ·· · ... .... :.. . .. . .. 

··-· _ _ ~ · ·. · · #226 9 August ··· ~-~ ·. ~: ·:·: 
~-:•·.~.-~ .. :.~~ _·: __ : ~- ;·t;·~··. . --~·· ·:~ ·:·•:.. ('"~(! ... ~· -· · ::.~ ·~ :: .. ~- _· ,-: ;· . 1'· 

~-. ·:_, Mostly unreadable. Is R _Area opera-. . -, .. 
tions report •. · ~ ·.one sentence s~ys the MEI_:_ ·- ~:-. 
MARU which was ·engaged in carrying out '\ .. · 
operations ordere~ by SOUTHEFJl FORCES Des- · ·. \ ·" . 
patch Order 9 -.;as attacked by _an ·e11emy sub- ··~· .; .. \-
ma r ; ne and sunk · · .··. ·' _: .... ;,._ . . · . .-.·: ·-. ··. ;··· •.. ,..~ · ~;. · ·:, , r ~·t· \~ • • : __ . ... _· . _.J&,. . • ......... _ ... . ... _ ..• _ _ ,_ •.•• - .... ~ . ..... \ 

(BEL-101837-DI) •. , .. <·: . • __ ;~·"'··· ·4 ·.~ c~·;-, ~~ ... -~ ~ - L : ~~!)?".;-::.: 1.!; r..:.rr- :~:~., .. \ 
~· .~ ~ :.. '!": .t..:. .~ .-.::-· ;· .: .· r • \J . . 

. : . . ~ : { 
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AUGUST 101 -~942 (Cont1nue.d) -

No, 85 (cont.) 

It was eommenteda 

R is initial letter for New Guinea
Bismarck Archip~lago-Solomon Islands Area. 

Additional Notet This ship was one of the 
two MARUS enroute to RXI {Guadalcanal) 
carrying the landing force for the defense 
of Guadalcanal composed ot ~ (a number 
possibly a~high as 475) men from SASEBO 

-#5 S.L.F., ___ {less than 60) men from 
KURE #3 S.L.F., and ___ (less than 60) 
men ~rom ~IZURU(?) S.L.F. 
(Summary, llO~O, August, No • 53) 

The Toky~· Communication Office is~ued .an. im

portant dispatch to all Chiefs of Staff and all Com

manders. It was suspected that t~s ~eferred to a 
- I . •• -'. 

positiTe Change in Some Code or cipher S~stem • 

.. . 
· No. S6 

~ ·. . . .. . 

... ·, . -- : .. ~ (. : . - .. , : .'... . . .. 
.. · · -~ - ·· · -~ . ·':-~. -·#lOl .S Aug/1900 

FROM: i (Tokyo Comi!l Office) · .. ·. -
TO 1 Enciphered "All Chiefs o:f Staft · ·· 

: ~: ~ : . ;_ 

-:.--. and .Al.l Commanders". - . · · · · · 

-· This was s~ort despatch and may be 
relative to change o:f some code or cipher 
system. . · 

_(BEL-100740-TI) . . 
(Summary, 1106001 August, No. 4) ,· .' ::· ·:: 

.. 

,· • 0. 

. ] 

. .... 

. .. .. .. ·. ! • . ~ ·.. : .. - .• *!- -~ ..... ~ !,.. • 

A Japanese Intelligence message from Nei York, 

arriving in Tokyo v1a. Madr1d1 contained ·some interest-
-~ 

186 .. ~ 
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· ing information which indicated 

~ December 1944 
~ ~: . : . . 
pl .:\-- . \ 

..:;·. -~-.. --: :: : .. ~-; 
~·-- . . 
~ ~ ·, ... -~ · ,\.· 

~?i ~~- :;-" .. 
th.a t rumors of impend-

AUGUST 10, 194:?. (Continued) 

· · ing action had been rife in Washington before August 7. 

No, 87 

FROM: Madrid 
TO t Tokyo 

/1860 August 7 

TO (Eastern) Intelligence 
{Ne\1 York, 6th) 

For t~o or three days there have 
been v;hispers circulating among mili
tary circles and I a~ doing my Tery 
best to get to the bottom or them. 
Ti1e first is that American forces are 
going to lend in the Aleutians ex
tremely quickly and drive the Japanese 
forces from tho~ islands. The second 
is that the Nav-.r with a ponerfu.l fleet 
is goingto give great satisfaction to 
the American neoule who 8re now r ather 
disheartened. Try as I will, however, 
I can find no basis of feet or p~oof 
of either rumor. · No one in the Navy 
Department see~s to know anyt~ing about 
the dispatching of such a fleet and it 
has been .impossible for me to determine ·. 
whether or not the War Departnent in
tends to make such a move 1n the North 
Pacific. 
( l 
(sUinmai-y, 1oo6oo~ August, No. 3) .. , . , 

\ . 

: ': 
i 

The Bulletin· o.f the Commander in Chief' of thEi; .':. 
·-. .' : ·_., .. 

Pacific Fleet for August 10, 1942 read~ - ~s · roilowst 
. :;_~:-~ · ·.:;,:~~ :: >.-:f " -~ 

. :::.~t '.::;_"{' . :~···~ ':._j 
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!o, 88 
. . 

I' . • • • • • • ~ ... • - . ·:·· . 
. . 

. I 

FROMt CINCPAC· . . . . , :100219 ·August ·lEl, 19.42 ·· :· 
TO s COMINCH OPNAV . 

. ' :· ' . .. .-·· . · COMJJA 'V'EtJ ) .· ~ · .. : : .· ·-·: ·.. . ·r ;; :. ·~ .: • •• · ·. : _ : · : .. : . ... 

CDRS ALL TF PAC . 
.. ·.· · .. CDRS ALL SF PAC ·. ·. ·· ·. · 

COMSOWESPACFOR 
. . . . ~- t . . ' 

. :.. .. . : . . ... • .": -~ :. t 0 .. - .. 

·-

FROM CINCPAC. :NSS PASS TO COMINCH, OPNAV, 
A1ID COMNA VEU. 

INDICATIONS OF PERSONNEL AND EQUIP.ME:t-rT 
REINFORC~UTS ENROUTE TO P-ABAUL-80LO?.iONS 
AREA UNDER ·coNVOY. ADDITIONAL DESTROYER 
UNITS A..'PID AIR POWER ALSO ·COMING. ·· YISAV!A 
AIR HEAVY BOMBERS ARRIVED AT RABAUL. 
KAF.I!C}.WA !.!ARU MAY PROCEED THERE FRO:M 
YOKOSUKA. ONE UNIT OF CRUDIV 7 ARRIVING 
AT SASEBO WITH AKASRI (AF.). SUB~INES 
FROM AUSTF~LIAN ~ATERS INDICATED AS WITH-

.. ; DF.AWING TO SOLOMONS. COMMANDER 11TH AIF. 
FLEET AND COM!.WIDER 6TH AIR ATTACK FOFCE 
HAVE ARRIVED AT RA.BAUL. - ·.. · ··. .. · ·· ·· 

. \ .·· ·. . .' . .·. . .. .... ( " ... ' . . 

NCR 619 J . ·· .: . .. . . 
. . ... . ' ;:Bulletin: .. No. U7 

'1-
· : . ... . - · • •• l •• • • • 

.: • 

.. ,----------~ .. 
• • • • ... - .. ~ - . . t ; . •. • ~ 

... . .. . ~ .;~~ ~ .: .. · ~ ·-· . · . : ' ·. . :: 

. ·. ";· .: ·. ·. ;· - ; . i ·. ·~ 1 .. · .. . . _·, ~"": . ........ . . .. . 

• .· . :: ~ • r,: . ~ : · .-: .: _: ~. ' . ,- ·: ~ : • 

'.,) ··~ -~ .:·. ··:: .'- l J:: / .. ·;·~ .r- • ·.·' . : : · .. .: .1 ~ . 

- -· · . . .. "" .. ........ ·. :_- ... ~ 
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AUGUST 11, 1942 
.· 

. .. 

An indication or Ja~anese interest concerning 

the Solomons was seen in the fact that the Commander 

in Chief of the Combined Fleet was issuing ·a tremen

dous voluine of radio dispatches. It was thought that 

he 17as using the battleship Y.AMOTO as .his flagship. 

No. 89 

No. 90 

Noted that number messages orig
inated by CINC C01ffii!~ since 0840 on 
6 August ~quals volume for preceding 
fourteen days. · 
(GT#614-0PNAV-110117-TI). 
(Summary, 1106001 August, No. 3) 

FIRsT· FLEET Unit iassociated 
with Penang and CRUDIV. 7 and may be act
ing .as flagship for CinC CO!{BINED. 
(COMl4-110732-TI) 

It was remarkedz 

The Battleship Y.AMOTO, 1st FL~T 
Flag has been identified as . _ . _ .f 
This ship has been Cine COMBINF~'s 
flagship in the past. 
{Summary, 111400, August, No. 16) 

Various associations in radio . traffic strongly 
! • -· • . 

indicated that the Commander in Chief ot th~ Combined 

Fleet v:as in the Empire area. 
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AUGUST 11, 1942 (Continued) 

No, 91 

No, 92 

Traffic for CofS COlfBINED FLEET 
. :1 sent to Kure by Tokyo on 

11 August. . 
(GT#620-0PNAV-111720-TI) 
(Summary, 111400, August, No. 14) 

CinC CO!U3INED FLEET and Staff 
closely associated Southeast Asia 
area and possibl7 there. 
(COU14-110732-TI) 

It was observed: 

There are strong indications 
appearing above and in item 6, page ~ 
RI Summary 110600/Q August which place 
CinC COi.:BI~IED in Empire area. 
(Summary, 1114001 August, No. 15) 

One of the messages sent by the Commander in 

Chief of the Combined Fleet ~as the follo~ing: 

No. 93 

FROU: 
TO 1 

-~COMBINED FLEET) /f061 Aug. 11 
t 11T:I AIR FLEET) 

. I 8TH FLEET) 

•Inform me of the situation in 
Guada1cana1 Area. u '· •. 
(BEL-110755-DI) 
(Summary, 111400, August, No, -'.49) .··· . , 
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AUGUST 11, 1942 (Continued) ~ -·,~ . . . - : 
;i--::..:-: • 
.. .. ': !.~ . • •. -.. ~ .. . 

:. ~ . 

It y:as noticed that a special ciphe:r was being 

used in many of the messages mentioned aboTe,·and it 
. 

was obYious from the list of addressees that the cipher 

was held by some subordinate commanders as well as 

those of high ~uthority. 

No. 94 

Nav~l General Staff sent one 
Action: Chiefs of Staff CO£BINSD1 
11TH AIR, and 8TH FLEET; Info: Chiefs 
of Staff 2tiD, 4TH and 1ST AIR FLEET 
at unkno':.n time on 11th in special 
high command ciphe-r.- COMBINFD FLEET 
originated in this special cipher 
addressing CofS 11TH AIR and 8TH 
FLEETS, Info COMDR 5TH AIR AT~ACK, 
CO~SUBRQN 7 and Naval General Staff 
indicating this cipher held by some 
subordinate co~anders. 
(GT#62i-0?1TAV-111702-TI) 
(Summary, 1114001 August, No. 3) 

Analysis indicated that the Tokyo Personnel 

Bureau was acting as a cover for the Navy General 

Staff. The reasons for such.an . assumption were con-

tained in the follo~~ng dispatch. 

No. 95 
J- .. •' .. .. .. .. .. ,_:· 
, .. -;:::·>_·_\·.:·:,. 

~ ·: 

. :.~:~/i!::·<· ..... 
ToJ:cl;o Personnel Bureau 
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.· ~ . .. · . .. .... . 

.... ·· . . . . 
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No. 9~ (cont.) 

strongly suspected of acting ascoYer 
origin for Nary General Staff and 
others during past 48 hours. Has ad
dressed Chief of Staff 1ST AIR FLEET, 
for information HIEI ____ __ . ~ ~ - Fl.ag 
BATDIV .3), KIRISHI'J.A _ I, SHOKAKU 
L " _ ) - Flag 1ST AIR FLEET), ZUIK.AKU 
. ..\. RYUJO . - ), HOSHO - _I , 
~ONE (_ . l - Fl;a g CRUD IV 8) , CHIK£Jl..!A 
_ ) KUUANO · ! - Flag CRUDIV 7) 1 

and unidentified lin CRUDIV 7. 
Similarly, this Bureau addressed 

Chief of Staff 2ND FLEET for action. 
with !iAFUNJ.. . ) , KONGO J, 
both in BATDIV. 3, llYOKO , . , /a'nd 
HAGLTF:O • . t both in CRUDIV _ 5, 
MAYA(?) _ _,t, anc;l T.Ar--AO(?) 
both in CR~~IV 4, DESDI~S _ ~nd 

·, DD or CL {and tender in 
11th AIR YLF.ET \ ~ Similarly be-

I . 
- •I 

tween t hese line-ups and those noted in · 
early December is too marked to pass as 
coincidence. A third association is 
seen in Personnel traffic to 1ST FLEET 
·Units ___________ ].(suspected ~B Flag~~ip), 
KAKO __ , FURUTAKA _ 11 un~ 
identified· ; and unidentified 

Absence of destroyers from these as
sociations suggests possible _necessity _ 
recall from convoy or other du~y ror 
balancing these indicated forces. 
(COM14-lll.834-TI) -

- It 'l:as pointed out: 

.is tentatively DESDIV 15 of 
-DESRON 2. . is tentatively =the .. 
AT.AGO of CRUDIV 4· --.· ·.- ~-: -.,. 
(Summacy, 1206001 .August, No. 9) --~> :· _: __ , 

·:.;. ...... ;_ •.· .... · .. ::·! 
. ... . . 
·, :.~~ · .• ;_: _ -=--~ ~;·_-:: 
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AUGUST 11, 1942 (Continued) '. •• • . ..... I I . .. . .. .. -~ .. ·· 
.. . - . . .. 

Although the Second Fleet Star~ was closely 

associated with the e.rea dominated by the Japanese . 

Fourth and Eighth fleets, there was no indication 

that the Second Fleet was operating therein at the 

moment. Ho~ever, there were many indications th~t 

the Commander in Chie~ or the Second Fleet was or-

ganizing a Task Force which might possibly operate 

in the South~rn area. 

No, 96 

No. 97 

SECO~~ FLEET Staff closely associ
a ted with FOURTH-EIGHTH FLEET areas but 
no indication of his being there. 
(COM14-110732-TI) 
(Summary, 1114001 August, No. 20) 

Indications point to possibility 
CinC SECOND FLEET might be organizing 
task force to operate in Southern area. 
(COM14-110732-TI) . 

It was declared: 

Tnere have been indications of 
t i1is organization. See nbove 1 tem • 
This matter being checked. ·. . 
(Summa!'!, 1114001 August, No. ~4~ · .. -~' 

• ~·:' • • . ·:· ••• I . 

~· • ..... - · '*" 
··: , ~. 

~ • ·. .. ':' ' 'I. • • 
0 ... . ; 0. -
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No. 98 

No. 99 

. . . . . ~. -. . ·-

Despatch from Flag Secretary 
2ND FLEET . _1, at 2120, lOth, 
serial 12, was addressed action to 
SUZITYA or .llOGAMI l COMDESDIV 
2 ~ _), r.J.agship--DESDIV 2 . _l, 
COMDESD;ty 4 \, Fl~gship DESDIV 4 

__ ', IDJliTNA • _ . l, COMCRUDIV S 
_ , COMDR .9lst Section (?) CRUDIV 

4 {?) _ .. . i, ~OMDR (1st Section ?) 
CRUDIV 5 l and unidentified 

~ information Flag Secretaries 
COMBINED and 8TH - . 
FLEETS, C8~IDESDIV 17 - ~nd- Per-
sonnel Offices at Yokosuka · 
Kure · · ~ _ Sasebo · , . ~and ' 
:Maizuru _ 1. Vt'hile this despatch 
is apparently relative to personnel it 
might possibly be indicative of the 
forces scheduled for operations in 
Southern Area. 
(BEL-110714-TI) 
(S'lllll!nary, 120600, August, No. 21) 

CINC COMBINED FLEET active origi
nator of traffic to 2ND and SOUTHERN 
FLEET Co~nders. Chief of Staff orig
inated short URGE1~ type code at 2025, 
lOth, ·ror action Chief of Staff 11TH 
AIR FLEET \ and information 
COMDR .ft.IRON 25 -- . 1. CINC COMBINED 
_ :~ , in serial 766, at 1350, lOth, 

addressed short despatch to CINCS 3RD 
- : , 4TH - _ land 8TH - . .. _ 
plus SOUTHERN _EXPEDI~IONARY . . I 
and 11TH AIR . l'LEET~, · _inf?rma
tion BASE FORCES at Penang - an~ 

.. : . .;. .· .. · . · . 
.J·;... · , .! ' -~. : · . . 

... . -
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No. 99 (cont.) 
.. 

Balikpapan . · I plus General Staff 
. Jane Singapore address _ 

No explanation apparent for this un
usual association. 
(BEL-111040-TI) 
(Sum:n.ary 1 120600, August., No. 3) 

'· I 

' A resume of important dispatches concerning 

ihe ComEander in Chie~ of the Second Fleet was now 

offered so that further study of future movements of 

his organization could be mc.de. It ·.'!as definitely 

concerned with activities in the Solomons. 

No. 100 

At 1S301 10 August, CINC 2ND 
FLEET (concealed originator serial 009) 
addressed 2ND FLEET 11 less un-
identified l, information CINC 
CO!,~ItreD _ . i Naval General Staff 1 
CINC Unidentified FLEET ~ and 
CINC Unidentified FLEET . ~ _ ~. 

At 1900~ 10 August 1 CINC 2ND 
FLEET (no originator serial 00~1) ad
dressed 2ND FLEET, less ·- _ _ f1 infor
mation CINC cm~INED __ . _ , ;1 cmam 
1ST J.IR · FLEET . )1 . Naval General 
Staff and CINC Unidentified FLEET . -- - - .. · . ·.· .. · . 

· A~ 2120, 10 August, Secretary 2ND 
.. FLEET · addressed personnel · 

message to unidentified _ _ ~ (Probably 
light crui:ser) .. SUZDYA , . 1

.a COM- . . 
DESDIV 2 - I C01IDESDIV 4 - . . ·-\ I 

. ·, ·:· .. ..; .. : ... : ... .. 

f 

·.· . .. ... . .. . . . 

·. :·: · .. .. 
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AUGUST 11, 1942 (Continued) 

No. 100 (cont.) 

Naval General Staff and CINC COMBINED. 
This further indicates passage or pros
pective passage of CRaDIV 7 through Java 
Sea EastbounC.. 

COMDR 5TH AIP. ATTACK included Chief 
of Staff 2ND FLEET as information addres
see in 2-part serial 066 at 2040, 10 
August. 

It was remarked: 

Of the above messages, #4 is most 
significant, since no Cine's movement 
report ~ill normally include CINC· 4TH 
unless t he originator is moving to his 
area. #3 is probably not significant but 
may later prove to be list of units which 
either do or do not accompany indicated 
movement to South. #7 is definite indica
tion that CINC 2ND FLEET is concerned with 
activities in Solomons. 
(GT#625-0PNAV-ll2320 & 1202~0-TI)(MEMO#ll-7) 

It was fUrther explained: 

The foregoing items are supplemental to 
and corroborative or, the translation or 
S~~ 1, serial 7421 .of August 9th, reported 
in OPNAV ME!.lO #ll-1 (RI SU!!li!lary 111400/Q, 
page 7, item 23), wherein it has indicated 
that the 2ND ?LF-:ET was to leave the Empire 
on August 11th for Rabaul. 

An independent decryption of the latter 
message by the OPNAV RI UNIT gives substan
tially the same translation as that reported 
by BELCONNEN. The only addition that can be 
made is the identification of '. as the 
1ST AIR FLEET. \ \ '( .. .. ··:·: : . . 

While CI!TC 2ND FLEET. has in the .. past 
commanded the Striking Force in major fleet 

:;~;: ·~.~~ ·.; .. .... :.:··~ 
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No. 100 (cont.) 
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AUGUST 11, 194?. (Continued) 

DD 1n DESDIV 2 \, DD in 
DE?RO?l 10 . I, nARuNA 

I. CRUDIV 5 (Staff Officer?) 
t, CRUDIV 8 (Staff Officer?) 

--- __ '' AIROll ? (Staff Officer ?) 
. ); information Secretary STH 

~EET _ ) , COMDESDIV 17 
), Personnel Sections at 

Yokosuka, Takao, Sasebo, and Maizuru • . 
At 0950, 11 August, CINC 2ND 

FLEET (no originator serial 015) ad
dressed probably Movement.Report to 
J.ll Co:nmanders ~ND !'LEET ·- _., 
AKASHI . . . . . _:, ~formation CINC 
4TH FLI':ET _ . i, Naval General 
Staff and Movement Report Office Kure. 

At 1030, 11 August, C01~_TDIV 3 
{concealed originator serial 356) ad
dressed BATDIV 3, information 2ND 

. FLFET (less . .!) , CINC COMRIN"F..D 
_ _!, Naval General Staff, CINC 

Unidentified FLEET . ... . ~, CINC 
Unidentified FL~T ~ (which is 
probably 4TH or 8TH FLEET). 

Concealed originator, serial 714, 
at 2000, 11 August, _address~d for 
action COMCF.UDIV 7 1 C01IDESRON 3 
-- - -', CO?.IDESDIV 15 ~ - ~), 
COl-IDESDIV, 2 _ _ • 1; information CINC 
COMBINED ': , COMDR 2ND AlR AT- . 
TACK · \ , Macassar Base , _ ~~ 
Ambon Base ,_._ ) , and probable es-
cort destroyer \. _ . 

Ambon Base \ addressed un-
identified \ CinC i~ Southwest 
. • ,, 21ID AIR AT'J;ACK . . . _ , 1; 
informa tiqn CINC _ 4TH ) 1 .~nd .:··. 
CINC 8TH in two messages -at · 
noon, 11 August. :Both · despa.tc~es -~ater 
passed to COMCRUDIV 7, COliDESF.ON 3 ~ . .. :· 

~ :,:·:::~~~ t~ · ~.;·: . 
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No. 100 (cont.) 

engagements, there have been recent 
indications that CINC 1ST AIR FLEET 
will exercise that command in the 
future~ and may include in his force 
such units of the 2NB FLEET as CRUDIVS 
7 and 8, and DESRONS 2 and 10 {See RI 
Summaries 051400/Q August, page 4 1 
item 13~ and 061400/Q page 6, item 11). 
(Summary, 120600, August, No. 20) 

The Commander of the Sixth Base Force at 

Truk was in touch with all the commanders in the 

Marshall and ~he Gilbert Islands, and, thus, i~ ~as 

thought probable that redoubled precaut.ions would 

be taken 1n those areas. 

No. 101 

· Enciphered Comdrs all Marshall 
and KEA Area (Oceania ?) DEFENCE FOR
CES appeared in head.ing of despatch 
rrom 6TIT BASE FORCE COMM. Officer 

• • 
1 at TrUk. May indicate extra 

precautionary measures are being taken 
in Gilberts and Marshall Islands. 
(BEL-111155-TI) 
(Summary, 1214001 August, No. 30) . 

The Japanese were kept on the alertin the 

Netherlands East Indies also at this ·· ~im·e·, :f9r their 
.·. • .. 
. . 

messages spoke o~ Allied activity no.rth of ~~paroea 
. :::~-~~..) :'~ : . .,·· . ~ · .. 
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AUGUST 11, · 1942 (Continued) 1?~;:~;;~,:; .: 
diversi·~~t~-·a.~tion by Islznd, which was possibly a 

the British in the Bay ot Bengal. Two Japanese 

sighting reports stated that an Allied force of one 

light cruiser, seven destroyers, and tour submarines 

were fifty miles east o! Ambon. 

No. 102 

FROM: 
TO 1 
INFO: 

l_ ~Unidentified) #_ Aug.ll/1245 
\ Unidentified) 
1 2ND AIR ATTACK FORCE) 
. 3RD FLEET) . 

· attack the enemy fleet heard 
~orth of SAPAROA (?). 
(GZ#2403-0PNAV-lll,l0-DI)(MF.MO#ll-3) 

It was obserTed: 

The 2ND AIR FLT'::ET and 3RD FLEET 
appear to be concerned with the Dutch 
.East Indies Area. The above plece 
(SAPAROA?) is not located. This mes
sage is not complete and it is not 
certain all of the name appears. This 
attack may be connected ~~th the Bri-

. tish diversion launched by Force A 1n 
Bay of Bengal (CIUC EF 0301Z/10 Aug.). 
(Summary 111400, August, No. 50) · 

No. 10.2 

j on llth1 to CINC C01UBINED, 
CO~RUDIV 7 and others, speaks 9f .some 
enemy activity trans!lli tting North. ot. ~ ·~~·
Saparoea Island and directs that it -be . . ' 
attacked. ·comment by COM 14: App~ren~ly . . 

· 1'1.. . • ·- .·~. : 
··:·· · ~~": .·· ·· "·; . . 
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No. 103 (cont.) 

COMCRUDIV 7 1s proceeding to East 
from Singapore Area~ 

. .: . \ (BASE_ FORCE at Ambon) to 
3RD FLEET , and 2ND AIR ATTACK 
CORPS, says that at 12001 11th, one 
light cruiser, seTen destroyers, one 
patrol boat, and rour submarines ~ere 
after fifty miles East of Ambon. · 
Search !'or same. Cot'l!Ilent bJr COM 14: 
Does not make much sense. 
(COM-14-110804-DI) 
(Summary, 120600, August, No. 27) 

No. 104 

FRO:.f: 
TO l 

#(none), 1300, Aueust 11th 
; ~k~~JN BASE FORC~) 

3RD FLFET) . 
. A!P.ON 23) 

INFO: 4T!i 
\ Unidentified) 

and 8TH FLEETS 

Partially readable, reports force 
or 1 CL, 7 DD1 (blank) transports, and 
4 submarines, position 45 miles· {?) 
East of Ambon at noon, llthj orders 
search. #(none), 1245 1 August 7th 
FROM: \ ~Unidentified) 
TO : - · 1 Unidentified) 
INF'O: - ·-- ·- - i AIEON 23) . 

·: 3RD FLEET) 

n ___ torpedo bombers ___ attack 
the enemy force heard ·trans~itting to 
the South(?) of Saporao Island·. n Latt~r 
place south or Ceram. 
(BEL-111400-DI) 

It ~as declared: 

Previously reported· as 
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( 

( 

• ~ : 0 

. .. 

~JIG!l!AL 
· ::neceiber 1944 

AUGUSt )J,, 194~ {Continued) : 
/ 

/. 

n;o. lOlt . (cont) ' 

page 15; R.I. · Summary· 111400/Q · - · ·· 
August. : ·uessage is· somewhat · clari-
fied here since COM 14 locates Saparoa 
Island as · South of Ceram • . 7he two · .. ·. ~ . 

.. despatches above are eTidently relate4 
since · i is:.an ·addressee of one 
1tem.and originator of the other, and 
both appear to be concerned with the 
same ·1.oeal1ty . .. ·. (Ambon is on the ·: 
western end of Ceram). 
{Summary, 1206001 August, No. 38) 

: : ... . :- , 

. . 
. .. . ::. : .·. 

· · '.: , ·: : - i (DUTCH :F.AST INDIES FORCE) . . 
Serial ,72 and. ' (AMBON BASE) BR 
Number 463, both of August 11. Both 

!:..·. ___ .::_·. _report sighting or bearing "enemy 
force of 1 CL, 7 DD's, and .4 ss, JO 
.Miles F..ast of Ambon." ·· . -
(GZ#2407-2408- -DI){MEMO#ll-5) ~ . 
(Summary~ · lll400# August, No.· 'l) , 

• • , 1 , ', •, :_• ' ' • , : • ~ I : I' : ' 
.. . . . -· 

;_ Because of. a... d_ispatch which was sent to seTeral 
: _: -;:_ ~ . - ._.. . ..'. : . : , . . .. ... 

principal Japanese radio stations. and all maj.or com-
;~-.: t·.,~~---~ : :C:.~ : ~·~t;: _ • · . : ~ · ··:-; ~ . . ,. 

man~s, it was suspected that the Fo~th Fleet was 
~·- . ··: '/:·· ,. :: ···:.·' -- ~~ ~ - -. -- · . . ~ .. --~.-!·::·_.· . _:_. _:~ ........ ~ ·. ; .. -·· ·' .. · ..... :i ·~·-

about to mod1~f its qommunicat1on ~lan. 

~ ; : .. -; ~ .. ·: ·. ·: .· Possible ·change or. modification .. 
of 4TH FLEET communication plan noted 

~ :--: ·in ·despatch at 09201 serial 215 1 from , 

201~? 

·. 

. ... . ~'-' .... 

.) 

l 
1 

,, 

- ----- - ---- -- --



c 
.. . ,;: ..... . 

...... . . 
.... ·· 

- ~ . :~ · . . ... 

ORIG!ftAL 
.. . 1 pecember 1941+ 

AUGUST 11, 1942 (Continued) 

No. 106 (cont.) 

Sta~f Communication Officer 4TH FLEET 
. . ~ to Radio Stations ~t Tokio 

. -----.. - - .~ Yokosuka _ ___ _t, Chicl}ijima _ 
_ _i , Palao ·- -· _ ~ Saipan . J 

and Jaluit _ ), _plus Tokio Communi-
cation O~~ice _/ and All Major 
Commands l. 
(BEL-111106-TI) .· 
(Summary, 1206001 August, No. 17) 

It ~as discovered no~ that the Commander in 

Chief of the Fifth F~&et, in co~and o~ a seaplane 

unit, was proceeding to Kiska on August 9. 

No, 107 

FROM: 
/f253 August 9 

l (any Jap man-of-~ar) 

Is concealed address for CINC 5TH1 
who is ordering a seaplane unit to 
proceed to Kiska. · 
(COM14-110738-DI)(!{EMO#ll-4) 
(Summary, 111400, August, No. 4) 

The Commander in Chief of the Third Fleet, 

who v1as ·aboard the .ASHIGARA at Soerabaja1 com.I!luni-. 
cated with the HARUNA. This pointed to the possi

bility that this battleship might move southwards. 

Meanwhile, it v1as observed that the HITJ.KA was in 

t he vicinity of Kure. 
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No. 108 

No. 109 

HAPUNA ; ~as act1on ·ad-
dress~of s2ort despatch, serial 152, 
from AS]IG.t ... EA _ _) ,at 1950, 9th. 
Possibly suggesting Southward move by 
IIARUNA. 
(BEL-110714-TI) 

It was stated: 

AS!:IGARA app~ared by traffic 
routing on 8 August to be at Surabaya 
with CINC 3RD FLF.ET ·on board. 
(Summary, 1206001 August, No. 25) 

FROM: 
TO : 

_j HITA...XA) #42 10 Aug/1330 
J Comdr 1ST AIR FLEET) 
I CinC cm.ffiiNED FLEET) 
.{ COMCARDIV 2) 
: Movement Report Office) 
i Chief of Staff Kure) 

Indicates RITA...~ arrived or de- 
parted Kure. 
(BEL-110152-TI) 

It was mentioned: 

· . Previously reported in RI Summary 
110600/Q August, page 5, item 13 • . 
(Summary, 111400, August,· No. 21) 

The ·renewed activity of c.ru.iser _D.ivision·. Six, 
. . ~ . . . . :-

which had been noticed on August· 101 ·suggested that 

1t would take an. active part in ope~~~i~~s~:.' Messages 
-/:~-s :_< ·="-
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AUGUST 11, 1942 (Cont~ued) ~:iht~~~-
outlin1ng the preparat~ons of-Cruiser D1Tision Six 

for a refueling rendeZTous were intercepted, and it 

seemed evident that it r.as destined to aet as a 

cover for convoys en route from Truk to Palao to 

Rabaul. There was some doubt as to the exact loca-

tion of Cruiser Division Six, but though 1t might 

not be ~t the port of Kavieng, it was in that general 

area. 

No. 110 

FRQl,1: 
TO r KA VIENG BASE, FORCE 
INFO r .. ! (8TH FLEET) 

8TH BASE FORCE 

Sketchy message originated by 
CO~CRUDIV 6 indicates arrival that 
DIVISION Kavieng 1530, lOth. 
(BEL-110310-DI) 

It was noticedt 

TI previously· on lOth August 
stated CRUDIV 6 becoming more active 
suggesting now taking part in opera
tions unless she has been under si
lence, is associated Kavieng BASE 
FOP.CE and using · ' call. 
(Summary, l.ll.400 1 August, No. 43) · 

No. 111 · 

FROM: 

204 . 

.,. 



. -' ·: ... 

. - -
--

-. .. • · .. 
. 7 · • 

... -~ - .· 

;: . . 

ORIGINAL. 
~ :: .l December 1944 

AUGUST 11, 1942 (Continued) 
. . .. .. ·· 

No. 111 (cont.) 

TO s H4TH BASE FORCE, Truk) 
INFO: 11TH AIRON 

Y11BARI 
COMCRUDIV 6 

\(Unidentified ma~_of-vrar) 

"MY arrival your place will be 
delayed until hours." 

NOTE: Assume place is Kavieng. 
(Bln,-110425-DI) 

It was notedz 

On August 6th,· YUKAZE _ 
was associated in traf fic "'i th the 
5TFI AIR ATTACK FORCE. COMCP.UDIV 6 
was associated r.ith KAVIENG BASE 
FORCE on August lOth and, elso1 there 
\vere as·sociations with -Rabaul Base 
and a ta~~er which indicates CRUDIV 6 
may be making fueling rendezTous. 
(Summary 1114001 August, No. 45) 

No. 112 

I?JFO: : 8TH BASE FORCE) 
FROM: j ~Kavieng) 

- '; Unidentified) 

"From COMCRUDIV 6 to CRUDIV 6. 
The first section of CRUDIV 6 will 
denart at on 17th and arrive RMD 
1500? same day. Each·ship will re-
fuel (after) .1500 at RMD 1 will 
take in 61 000 gallons (?) water. • .. · . 
(BEL-110755-DI) ··r - . _·:. .·. ·~ 

• ~· • . : .. , I 

It was 1nd1cateds ' ... ~ '---~ :, .:· ·. . . - . 
. . -. · ·. 

"'·'"'-._~ ._ :..-~ ; ... 
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... ~, .. -.~ \ 
No. 112 (con~ 

There haTe been nreTious indica
tions that CF.UDIV 6 was making arrange
ments to fuel. R1IT is identified as 
Lorengan; PUD believed to be in that 
same area. 
(Summary·, 111400, August, lfo. 44) 

No. 113 

COMCRUDIV 6 using cover call ~ 
originated serials 252 to 259, and associ
ation indicates this command to be in 
Y~vieng Area possibly for purpose of cover
ing convoys that may _be enroute from Truk 
and Pa1ao to Rabaul. _ One ~onvoy apparently 
is com?osed of SATA . , tank8r j 
AZU':l..A" 1~AP.U ·.and escort unit - -- - I 
YUKAZE _ ' which is believed escort- · 
ing Maru aircraft tender , is possibly 
in vicinity of Kavieng as indi~ated by as-
sociation ;>:i th CP.lJ"DIV 5 • • 
(BEL-111106-TI) 
(Summary, 120600, August, No. 35) 

?lo. 111&. 

Kavieng !addressed Communica-
tion · officer CRUDIV ~ · -and ·message 
was relayed via Rabaul indicating CRUDIV 6 
not at Kavieng. · 
(GT#622-0P1iAV-lll702-TI) 
( Summa~J 1 111400 1 August 1 No • 46) 

No. 115. .~ .. ~~· . . . 
. . . 

From traffic routing COMCRUDIY 7 and 
com;-an!on destroyers are believed elU'oute 

I, · .. ·, J.-: 
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AUGUST 11, 1942 (Continued) 

No. 11,. (cont.) 

or arrived at Celebes-Amboina Area; 
associated with air-tender YJ.GU ~~RU 
, · \ which passed from Palao to 
Koepang Communication Zones yesterday. 
(COll-14-111932-TI) 
{Summary, 1206001 August, No. 26) 

Cruiser Division Eighteen was also active in . 

escorting convoys bet~een Davao and Truk, but it 

was suspected, in addition, of taking p~rt in the 

reinforcing of Guadalcanal. 

No. 116 

At 06001 lO~h, DAVAO BASE FORCE 
Co~unication Officer addressed 
serial 974, :'or action -34TH DEFENSE 
.FOF.CE . i at Pa1ao and C01~CRUDIV 18 . 
- ··., 1nforma tion ~RUK BA~E FOP.CE 

Communication Officer . and uni-
C.entified • Pos·si bly concerns com-
munications between Bases involved and 
convoys, and may indicate units CRUDIV lS 
are acting as escort between Davao and 
Truk. 
(BEL-110954-TI) 

It was commented: 

CRUDIV 18 may be so engaged, however, 
it is noted that COi!CRUDIV 18 v;as an ac
tion addressee in the message from CINC 
8TH directing various landing parties to 
embark in two Marus and "Droceed to P.XI ' 
(Guadalcanal). See RI. s~~ari 110600/Q 
August, page 12, item 37. ~ ... ;;·,:~,/~· ;:· 
(Summary, 1206001 August, No. 42) · · 
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It ~as further indicated that Cruiser DiT1s1on 

Seven might possibly move to the Java Sea. 

1lo. 117 

At ~130_, 10 A)lgust, CINC COMBINED 
I addressed CINC MALAY FORCE 

.. - - - ,, CINC 8TH· fLEET . _ : . } 
qmJDES~~ 3 . _ ), _COMCRUD;tV 7 

• 1, Ambon Base )1 Maru 
~ at Ambon and unidentified. CIRC 
'• This further indi~ates poss1-

b11i t;.r · ::o•tment CRUDIV 7 to Java Sea. 
(GT#612-0PNP.V-110117-TI) . 
(Summary, 110600! August, No. 45) 

No. 118 

Destroyer. :.in DESDIV 2 
a ddressed Cine 2ND ~EET . · · 
COUC:Run;rv 7 _ . .1_S1ngapor~ ·Radio 

:Tokyo P.adio !uniden-
tified . . - .. i, Info CO!IDESDIV 2 

--· iand KAGU MARTI _ .. . \• 
This is slight indicatio~ DD leaving 
CRUDIV 7 and joining KAGU llARU. 
(GT#620-QPNAV-111720-TI) 

KAGU ~~RU \ is an air ten-
der. There have b~en . indications that . 
CRUDIV ·7 and DESDIV 2 are coming East to 
Java Sea or that K.AGU tiARU is going v:est 
to Malaya. KAG~ A~RtJ • DESDIV 2 of DESRON 
4 and CRUDIV 7, were addressees in a des
patch from CinC COU.BINED 7LEET on August 
9th tvhich concerned ·the movement of a ·.' 

. :. -. . · . 
-~· .-.. :-~ . =-~ ... :· .... . 
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llo. 118 (cont.) 

-. . . 

force under Command-of Cine 2ND FLEET 
to the Rabaul area. This despatch is 
still being checked and to date it has 
not been determined -which units are 
actually directed to proceed ~abaul. 
(Summary, 1114001 August, No. 52) 

An enemy unit heretofore identified as the 

First Fleet Flagship ·,·:as now associated with activi

ties in Malaya. 

No. 119 

Penang Base Co~unication Officer 
. . ~ , at 1700, 10 August, ~ddressed_ 

Communication Officer CF.UDIV 7 \ 
information MOG~!I · · · .and unidenti~ 
fied •one time identified as Flag-
ship 1ST FL~ET. This is first association 
MISO 88 v;i th ~talc.y~. 
(GT#615-0PNAV-110059-TI) 

It was observed: 

:was identified as "1ST FLEET 
Flagshipn on 28 May. The battleship . 
Y}~OTO is tentatively ·indicated as 1ST 
FL:::ET Flagship. 
(Summary, 110600, August, No. 46) 

Destroyer Division Seven, wh~ch ~as_ believed to 
• . . 

be in Destl'oyer Sc:.uad.ron Ten, seem~d ~ .be._.assigned to 
..... ·... (" 

.... 
escort t he KASUGA. 

-·· .... ;: . . .. 
. . ' .. . .. ~ . : .. 
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No. 120 

CinC · CO:!Bn~!='n FL"GET at 1140, 
lOth, Serial 763, addressed KASUGA 
LtARU • \and DESDIV 7 . l 
for action .suggesting that ·DESDIV 
as escort for the KASUGA. 
(BEL-11115,-TI) 

It was pointed out: 

This association noted pre
viously and ap~~ars in RI Summary 
101400/Q ~U[Ust, page ·5, item 11. 
DESDIV 7 :1s believed in 
DESRON 10. . 
(S~ry, 121400, August, No. 12) 

One of the divisions of Destroyer Squadron 

Tr.o ·:;as operating with Cruiser Division Seven in 

the Third .Fleet .area, but the remaining units of 

t hi s Squadron t.·ere either in, or en route to, the 

Rabaul. area. 

r:o . 121 
Aug. 10/1900 

FRO~: CINC 2ND FLEET (Under blank orig-
. ina.tor) 

·To . . : (DESPON 2) less. DESDIV 
I - . 

i (Div. Comdrs. 2ND FLEET) 
INFO : Navy General Staff -

CINC 4T:I FLEET 
CINC ST:I FLFiP.T 

(C0~-14-110734-TI) 
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No, 

No. 

•. ·. : . . .. . . .. .,. .. · 

121 (cont.) 

It was declared: 

DESDIV ;has been placed 
in the .3RD FLEET Area with CRUDIV 7. 
Remainder of DESRON ~ placed in 
Rabaul Area. 
(Summary, 111400, August, No. 47) 

122 

Service despatch at 0535, 11th, 
from Truk, informs Tok~o he is. not 
Guard for COIIiDESRON 2 .. • .. This 
error in: routing b~ Tokio of CO~IDESRON 
2 traffic may be fUrther indication of 
projected: movement by that force. 
(BEL-110714-TI) 
(Summary, 1206001 August, No. 2.3) 

No. 123 

CINC 2ND as concealed orieinator 
of 9-Kana code, serial 010, at 1~00 1 
lOth, addressed ect~on DESRON 2 . 
less DESDIV t All 2ND FLEET Com-
manders land unidentified ad-
dress - - i, Inclusion of CI!•1CS COMBINED 
: ~_11 4TH _ • .l and 8TH _ • 
}~EETS as in~ormation adaressees may in
dicate DESRON 2 will uroceed to South-
eastern Area. -
(BFL-111400-DI) 

It v:as stated: 
· .. • 

' is DESDIV 15 of DESRON 2. 
· (SUID.!!lary., 120600, August, No. 22) · · _·. : · 

~· . ·: .. .. 
o I • • • • 

.. ~; ··.~ .. ·: .: 
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Decipherment of enemy dispatch provided impor

tant operational ~nformat1on concerning the passage 

of an occupation force from Rabaul to a New Guinea 

location. 

No. 12.4 

FROM: 
TO : 
INFO: 

8TH BASE FOP.CE) #250 Aug. 11 
( Unidentified) 

1 CRliDIV ,...18) 
8TIT FL .. ,ET) 

' AIRO?I 11) 
AIP.RJN 25) 
Unidentified) 

"H.A GUARD FJRCE Order • The of 
the RZJ (Buna) OCCUPATION FO?CE V:TLL depart 
from P.abaul for Rft.F (unidentified) during 
the morning o~ the 12th, passing to South 
of JW (unidentified) • The 1ST AIR FOB.CE 
with · {all available planes) v:ill provide 
an air escort for the convoy." 
(BEL-111418-DI) (MEU9#ll-6) 

.rt ·was mentioned: 

RZJ - Buna. F..AF - appears in New 
Guinea sector somewhere. RZ unidenti
fied, vicinity F.ME-P.MD (Lorengan?) 
Areas. · 
(Summary, 120600, August,· No. 39) 

·TI1e Chief of Staff of the Eleventh Air Fleet, 
. . 

who ...-;as at Truk, according to one report was shorn to . 
. .~, . . . ' 

be at Rabaul •,':ith the Commander of the .Fifth . Air ,; 

~ •• - -. ~ J . • • • 

; o ' : ' o oO . \:. 
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AUGUST 11, 1942 (Continue~) 

Attack Force: 

No. 125 

Chief of Staff 11TH AIR FLEET 
_ .. :· sho~ at Truk · :~ 

(BEL-111106-TI) . 
(Summary, 120600, ·August, No. 16) 

No. 126 

Chief of Staff 11TH AIR 
with Comdr. 5TH AIR ATTACK in New Bri
tain at 18001 11 August,· from number 
series. 
(GT~61B-OPNAV-111430-TI) 

It ":as noticed: 

CINC and Chief of Staff 11TH AIR 
FL'7 ET have been indica ted at Ra baul, 
August 9th. 
(SUmmary, 111400, August, No. 40) 

The Commander of an Air Unit ~ '1 which 

· '.'!as a part of the Sixth Air A ttaclc Force, was also 

located at Rabaulj the Co~ander of Tainan Air ~as 

sho'F.n to be at Salamauc-.; and the Coi:li!ls.nder of the 

Misa.>7a Air Group was placed in the Solomons: 

No. 127 

Station serial numbers 
.. -~:; . -r~; ·:-~ ··:~: ;~ ~- 
ind~ca te · ·~-' 

.:~ ~7 .. .-:<: .. :~ _:..:;..: · .... 
·; _ .= ~ ~,;·t=:~~>--.- . _:_ .: 
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No. 127 (cont.) 

Commander Air Unit 'lstill at 
Rabaul · :i, 
(BEL-lli040-TI) 

It -rras noted: 

/eppears to be part of 
6TH AIR ATTACK ?ORCE. . 
(Summar~y, 1206001 August, No. 34) 

No. 128 

Comdr TAINAN AIR : at 
Sala~aua • 
(BEL-111155-TI) 

It ?~S indicated: 

. On August 10 TI indica ted Comdr 
TAINAN P.IP. app3ared aboard Tender 

:and might be moving from for
mer location at Rabaul Air Base. 
(Summary, 1214001 August, No. 45) 

No. 129 

Traffic ~outing places co~mR 
MISAV:"A I.IR GROUP in Solomons and 
COMAIR~N 22 . . :possibly in that 
area. 
(BEL-111040-TI) 

It \';as ~o.:r.mented: 

. . is a· Major Command c'all ·and 
apparently is being used .during the J :r 
current period by cm.IDF. 3RD AIR . ATT~CK .. . ~: ... """: '-' . . · . . ~~· ... ·,:~; :-::;· ·:·~ 

. ·. ·" 
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. \<"'~ .l · ~· . .... . .. ... . :'.~ \ ,. . " 

:.!.:.~ ; .•. :_:· ~ - . : 

!fo. 129 (co.nt.) 
-·~/.:·<·. ·, ... '.:. 

who it seemed might be COMDR NORTHEP~ 
AREA AIR -FORCES. · If this be correct, 
then the appearance of . as infor
mation addressee in seTeral desnatches 
concerning New Britain ~ould seem to be 
mainly because some ~f t~e planes on 
the way ·to the south,· such as 6TH AIR 
ATTAC~ FORCE, Kisararu Air and Misawa 
Air have been taken from his erea or 
from just to the South of his area. 
(Summ~ry, 1206001 August, No. 31) 

Planes of the Kisaratsu Air Group, whose Com-

mander ·sas at ~i~an, and aircra~t of Air Squadron 

'rwent)'-six v:ere being ferried from the Empire and the 

Mandates to Rabaul. 

No. 130 

Comdr. KISft..RATSU AIR GROUP 
at Tenian ~ · :at .l8001 August 11. 
(GT#618-0PNAV-111430-TI) · 

It was remarkedt 

CIUC 11TH AIR FLEET Desnatch Order 
at 1900, August lOth, indicates that 
pilots of the 6TH AIR FORCE are ferrying 
KISARATSU AIR GROUP planes to the Rabaul 
Area. · 
(Summary, 111400, August, No. 38) 

.. , .. . 
?· ~ :_/~-: ~-:.-:· ::.=-: . . 

No. 131 o! ~ .. :-- - • • • '/ 

. .· .. '. :·: ; :: ... /;: ·.~ ~~~ ~_.::. 

Associations indicate planes .or - , .. · .. ... 

-21-5 
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No, 131 (cont.) 

AIEON 26 
Yokohama 
via Hahajima 
and Tru..l! · 
(BEL-lll040..:TI) 

.. . 
.. · ·. 

'are being ferried from 
) to Pa ba ul - . i _ 

• ;'1 Saipan ~ . ) 

It was observed: 

lis identified by OPNAV as 
6TH AIR ATTACK FOP.QE. D.I. item 37, 
page 10, F,I. Summary 110600/Q indicated 
that Tenian is one o.f the points on the 
ferry route. 
(S~ry, 120600, August, No. 32)" 

A group of Air ·Squadron Twenty-two at Kisaratsu 

wc.s probably scheduled to proceed south a.s was the Com

mander of the Sixth Air Att~ck · Force who was at Tinian. 

lfo. 132 

Air Co!!!!Iland .; of AIRON 22, 
shovn at Kisaratsu and probably sche
duled p roceed south (~his Command was 
shov.n in .AKAGI : last May and 
possibly com?osed of torpedo planes). 
(EEL-111040-TI) 
(Summary, 1206001 August, N?• 14) 

No. 131 

C01IDR AIRON 26 ' is shown 
at ' {Tenian ?) with indications 
that Command '.';i.ll proceed Rabaul area. 
(BF.L-111040-TI) 

. ·.' · . . . ·.·. 
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No. 133 (cont.) 

It ;~as pointed o-ut: 
·-

!is identified by OPlU.V 
as 6TH AIR ATTACK FORCE. 
(Summary, 120600, August, No. 18) 

No, 1 34 

FF.OM: 
TO z 

#926 Aug. 10/0800 
-: ~6T"rl AIF ATTAC:~ FORCE) 
; Unidentified) 
· Unidentified) 

"21 heavy bombers and 2 transport 
planes at Kisaratsu Air· departed from 

for Tenian at 08oo.n 
#416 Aug. 10/1620 

FR01!: : (6TH AIR ATTAC?.: FORCE) 
TO : . -. - ~ (11TH AIR PLEET) 

"21 heavy bombers and 2 transport 
planes arrived Tenian at 1530, ~nd 
''.'ill depart :.'OT Vunakanau at 0700, 
tomorro':": 11th." 
(BEL-102032-DI) (!.!EMO#ll-2) · . 
(Summary, 11400, August, No. 39) · 

•. .. 
\'. 

. ·. ' ,~ 
. \ . . . ~ 

. '·\ .'· t . 
.. \. \ 

. 
A1though there '.'!as very .11ttle activity in the . . · 

,. 
I 
~ 

Mandates, there were some indiea~ions the.t the un1 ts · ... ·'.. \ 
. .. \ 

of the Fourth Air Attack Force would be withdrawn 

.fro~ the Marshalls and sent to· the Solomonst 

No. 135 
. . . .... 

:. -:, ,. ~: ... ·. 
• 0 : ·: f . - . • .. 

-; ..... : .· ... ~ 

Very little· activity in !!c:~:date~ ·; 

,. . 

'\\ 
·. . '\ 

'\ . , .. 
\ 

\ 
' 
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No. 135 (cont) 
-'-~ ·. ;~ ·=; .- -~ 

outside Rabaul-Solomons Area. 
(COM-14-110736-TI) 
(Summary, 111400, August, No. 37) 

No. 136 

· Maru air tender i of 
AIRON 24 \at Yokosuka and 
association of COMAIRON 24 with 
Commands in Rabau1 Area sugg&st 
units of AIRON 24 may be ~ithdrawn 
from :Marshalls for use in Solomons. 
(BEL-111106-TI) 

It '."as 9o1nted outt 

:is identified by OPNAV 
as 4TH AIF. ATTACK FORCE wl1ich has 
been associated with the Marshall 
Islands for a considerable p~riod 
of time. 
(Summary1 120600, August, ?l<?• 11) 

The Second Air Attack Force was also supplied 

with aircraft reinforcements for the area gue.rded by 

the Japanese Eighth Fleet. 

lio. 137 

Increasing associetion noted 
between · COl~IRON . ~3 - . and . 
8TH FLEET . \1 perhaps indi~ ;, :: . :: 
ca tine units that AIRON to be ~:··"'\£:\~::· .. : ·
transferred to 8TH FLEET operating : ·.- . . ~ 
area. ~ - ··.·\ .-~, ·· .... . :: . 
(BEL-110954-TI) \ ,::.._:; -::;·~ ~· .:~.-.. :, 

218 
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No. 137 (cont.) 

It was declared: 

OPNAV identifi~s as 2ND 
AIR ATTACK FORCE although AIRON 23 
may be this force or at least part 
of it. COM 14 noted by T.I., on 9 
August, that there seemed possibility 
of reinforcement to 5TH AIR ATTACK 
FOP.CE trom, or by 1 the 2ND AIR ATtACK 
FORCE. 
(Summary, 120600, August, No. 33) 

It was noted also that the Commander of the 

First .Air Fleet \Vas actively associated with the 

southern and southeastern areas. 

No. 138 

Commander 1ST AIR FLEET more 
stronely associated with both . 
SOUTHER!l and SOUTHEASTERN areas 
today. 
(COM-14-110734-TI) · . 
(Summary, 111400, August, No. 48) 

Analysis of the messages of the Commander 1n 

Chief of the First Air Fleet led to the belief that 

the ZUIHO was a unit in the riewly organized Japanese 

Carrier Division One. 

1lo. 139 

. .. 
. ~ ··. : .. .... . . . 
... ·. ' -=-: . 

. ~ . ' ... 
. ._. .' . ~ · -.. ·" : · .... 

... . . . 
r, 

CinC 1ST AIR FLEET (no originator 
. 219 
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AUGUST ll• 194?. (Continued) 

No. 139 (cont.) 

.. ~....-;-· . . 
~-- ~ 0: .' .. 
~~ .... :: . . -~ .... 
... .. . . · · .. . . 

~erial 289) addressed CAFniV 2 
_ _ t suffix 81, CARDIV .1 ~ _. 
su~fix 71 on board ZUIHO ;p1us 
5 plane group Commanders, Info Commu
nication Officer CARDIV 21 at 1720 
10 August. 
(GT#620-0PNAV-lll720-TI) 

It v.as stated: 

Suffix 81 is unidentified. Suf
fix 71 is related to medical affairs 
but not definitely identified. ZUIHO 
appeared at Sasebo Au~st 9th. The 
fact that . CAF~IV 1 suffix 71 is aboard 
ZUIHO supports the assumption that 
ZUIHO is part of newly organized CAP~IV 1. 
(S\llll!!lary, 111400, August, No. 10) · 

Japanese carriers were silent on this day, and 

thus, no bearings :-=ere obtained on their positions; 

Ho-:7e"Ver 1 it -r;as ·suggested that carriers of Carrier 

Division Five •;:ere receiTing new· aircraft before begin-

·ning new operations. 

No. 1.1..0 

No Carrier activity light. 
bearings obtained. 
(COM-14-110736-TI) 
(Summary, 111400, August, No. 9).·· •. w:' .· 

, ::··~; ~ -~-- :'".-r: . . 

::;:~~! . :·:. : .. :~--> . 
-· .. . ·.: ,·:. :.. ... 
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No. 141 

Yokohama Air Station 
addressed serial ~401 at 18001 lOth, 
to Commander Carrier-Plene Group 

: and unidentified -· ;1 in-
formation Staff Communication Officer 
1ST AIR. FL~ET . •. _"11 Sf{OKAKU 

• ) 1 ZUIKA.KU . . i and ZUIHO 
. ~ This suggests carr~ers of 

CARDIV ' are receiving aircraft prior 
impending operations. · 
(BEL-111106-TI) 
(Summary, 1206001 August, No. 10) 

The plane tender KJJlOI announced its arrival at 

.Imiem.i in the Marshall Islands, and two oth.er ai-rcraft 

tenders were thought to be operating along the route 

from Makassar to Davao: 

No. 14?. 

FROM: 
TO t 

INFO: -

#42' Aug. 10/1330/I 
J·~Kamoi in 11th .Air Fleet) 

-' 11th Air Fleet) 
) 4t!l Air Attack Force) 
' 6th Defence Force at 

Kwajalein or Taroa) 

'l ) . . ~6 Base Force at Jalui t) 
Chitose Air Group) 

KM.!OI (?) dena·rted PQB for Pn • 
(GZ#2404-0PNAV-1li710-DI) . . 

It was mentionedt 
~ .. . : . :. .-~ . ·._ .. 

.· . 

~QB is Ruotto ? (Marshall"" Isiand). 
~ .... --:.:·_;- 0:;: .. _.. -~ 
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. ~~;~~;· AUGUST 11, 1942 (Continued) 

Jro. 142 (cont.) 

· PYI 1·s Im1em1 {Marshall Island). The 
· KAMOI appeared at Kwajalein on Aug. lOth. 

No. 142 

The KAMOI is a seaplane tender. 
(Summary, 111400, August, No. 32) 

FROM: 
TO : 

. #426 Aug. 11/1400 
I K]liOI in 11TH AIR FLT.) 

. / 11TH AIR FLEET) 
----- - . ! 4TH AIR ATTACK FORCE) 

INFOt } 6TH BAS~ FOFCE, Jaluit) 
- ----- J CHITOSE AIR GROUP) 

-·-- - -- --- i DESDIV 24) 

Arrived PYI. 
(GZi2406-0PNAV-lll710-DI) 

It was m~ntioned: 

See ·above item. · 
(Summary, lllJ~oo, August, Wo. 33) 

No. 144 

Concealed originator using cover 
call ) (possibly CINC 3RD FLEET 
originator), serial 33.3, _at 10091 lOth, 
addressed 'CINC C~MBINED :', All 
Fl&et Commanders \ less· 5TH- FLEET 

. ; Chiefs of Stafi' Yokosuka 
___ . _ _I 1 Kure ' - · · \ and ~as.~ bo , 

1 plus NaT".r Minister . and 
General .Staf! · - ~ · information 
COMDESRONS 2 . - .. -f ~ 3 , • \ ~nd 4 
. · :, B~SE tQ¥CES at Sura~j_!l; __ __ -

Balikpapan ' and Davao ~ 

~;~~H!;5 
222 : 
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. ~~~~ -~~-·; .. ;~ . AUGUST 11, 1942 (Continued) 

:g{~~/· 
KAGU MARU /and Maru air-
tenders ~ · -. ,. !md }. Length 
of despatch indicates it to be plans 
for operation and may concern move
ments of air-tenders involved. Route 
would appear to be through Yakassar to 
Davao. 
(BEL-110954-TI) 

It was noticed: 

. Possible air tenders \ and 
~ere apparently with CRUDIV 7 

when that force first went South to 
Surabaya and the A!alay Area. 
(Summary, 1206001 August, No. 40) 

Many Yarus ~ere engaged in the task of ferrying 

aircraft into various regions held by the Japanese. A 

Yaru >, which supplied the Eleventh }.ir Fleet, 

was at Yokosuka and was about to depart to the south; 

the ICEN.TO U.Alm, which had been associated with the 

First Air Attack Force in the Malaya .area, ~:as thought 

to pe near Trukj the KASUGA MARU, which had supplied 

the Sixth llr Attack Force, -;-:as eY.pected to arrive in 

the Empire during th~ next week, and the KAliiKAWA 

YARU was to pick up units of Air Sauadron Eleven at 
- ".':· -~=- · . .-..:. .. : .. . . . 

Yokosuka, and then proceed to Rabaul~ ~·. A. "tender of 

. }::·~>·~:; ~~::.:· ~:~ . 
... "! ·~ .... 0' · .. .. -
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AUGUST 11, 1942 (Continued) 
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.~:-~--~: ·~.. ~·· · ... ). 

Air Squadron T\venty-six ~as located at Kisaratsu, and, 

because it was associated with the Fifth and Sixth Air 

Attack Forces, it ~as thought to be proceeding to ~he 

Solomons. 

No. 14~ 

11 TH AIR FL~ET MJ~U 
Yokosuka and believed will 
South . shortly. 
( COM-14-1107 36-TI) 

I_~ was noted: 

~at · 
depart for 

Belconnen reported on August lOth, 
that according to traffic routing and 
associations there were indications that 

· Air Tender _' is enroute to JALUIT 

11o. 11.6 

frol!l Yokosuka via Chichijima and Saipan. 
(S~a~~, 111400, August, No. 18) 

KENJO MARU :associated with 
!:tiDIES FQRCE~ #l AIR ATTACK FORQE ·. _ ·, 
Rangoon :and KANOYA AIR 1~ 
(COM-14-110734~TI) . . 

It was indicated: 

KENJO 1URU arrived Rangoon on July 28. 
Traffic intelligence indicates possibility 
of her having returned to the Truk area by 
August 6. #1 AIR ATTACK FOf.CE ·placeq .in 
the Malay Area. KANOYA AIR GROU:P . placed at 
Sa bang. · :;.:·· ·-' ~ · · 
(Summary, 1114001 August, No. 5J):.-':~:~:·:= · . .": , . . . :,.,. : :s".~ . ~ . 
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Jo. 147 

No. ue 

FROM: . l (COMB~NED FLEET) .#763 Aug.lO 

Only partly readable, but indicates 
that the KASUGA HARU will arrive in the 
Empire on 16 August. 
(COM-14-110738-DI)(~~O#ll-4) 

It r,as co~entedJ 

. KASUGA MARU is an SCV. Its present 
location is not know, but this ship ~as 
associated with the Comdr. 6TH AIR ATTACK 
FORCE on August 6th. 
(Summary, 1114001 August, No. 11) 

AIRRON 11 ~ / enciphered Commu-
nication Zone mess~ge at 11.001 August 11th, 
to COMBINSD FLFET __ ... . 1

1
1 un1dent, but · 

probably 2ND FLEET . . ! , Tokyo 1 Yoko suka 1 
Truk; info Chichij1ma1 indicates route to be 
followed South. . · 
(GT#618-QPNAV-111430-TI) 

It was remarkedt 

The KAMIKA~A 1UrnU ~~s indicated enroute 
Kure to Yokosuka August 9th, and it appears 
she will pick up AIRRON 11 units and then 
proceed to New Britain Area. 
(Summary, 111400 1 August, No. 22) 

No. 149 . ' . 

Maru .air tender :or AIRON ·26 . 
. sho~n at Kisaratsu ·and association 

_: ·-- -~--\ ·: ·:·>; __ 
·--- ~--~: .(~:~::·!~ :-·{~~ 
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AUGUST 11, 194~ (Continued) 

No. 149 (cont.) 
~ ,. 

suggeststhat vessel escorted by 
units DESRON 2 or 10, may proceed 
8TH FL":'ET operating area. 
(BBL-111040-TI) 

It ·-;as observed: 

On 8 August, Maru I v1as 
associated with the STH and 6TH AIR 
ATTAC!( FORCES in a despatch from Com
munication Officer 11TH AIR FLEET. 
(Summary, 1206001 August, No. 12) 

Another Maru, belonging to the Eleventh Air 

Fleet, . move:d doi>.n .fro!:! the Sasebo communication· zone 

int~ the Takao communication zone. A Maru associated 

v;i th t~1e Fourth Fleet left Truk for Yokosuka, and still 

another lr~aru iv:as located at Rabaul. 

?Jo. 150 
· #78 Aug. 5 
..\ (MARU of 11TH AIR FLT.) 

V·:ill leave Sasebo Co!ll!!lunication 
Zone 1830, the 8th, enter garbled. 
(BEL-110425-DI) . 

. 
It was pointed out: 

GZ's translation of this same 
s~rial r.ives Takao Communication Zone 
for the garbled portion. · · 
{Summary, 111400, August, No. ).9) . 

:·. ~ . , . •.. . 
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AUGUST 11, 19!2 (Continued) 

No. 151 

FRO!!: t(4TH FLEET) f/-943 Aug. 10 

No. 152 

States that the MAFU denarts 
Truk for Yokosuka on ro-August. 
( co~-14-1107 38-DI) (Ml2!0f!ll-4) 
(Summary, 111400, August, No. 31) 

Traffic routin~ and association 
indicate MARU . . : in Rabaul Area. 
(BEL-111155-TI) 

It '7:a s declared: 

Routing on 10 August indicated 
this vessel in Rabaul Area. 
(Summary, 121400, August, No. 43) 

An uniGentified Maru left the Saipan communica

tion zone and entered ths.t of Truk, to \':"hich another 

Maru . 1 was also going1 

No. 1S3 

FP.OM: 
TO : 

l (Truk Radio) #994 10 Aug/1700 
! (Saipan Radio) 

From Master of ( 
tified MARU) on 11th (?) at 
leave #4 Co~unication Zone 
Co~~unication Zone. 
(GZf,t2398-0PNAV-110257-DI) . 

It was stated: 

:- uniden
(biank) will 
and enter #5 
. . ' .. . . .. \" . 

·:~ ·--~~·.:. . 
..... · . . : . 

·. , ... .. . . 
:.-.; .; . ... "': . 
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No. 1'53 (cont.) 
0 ·.:-"·: : • • • ... . 

No. 154 

#4 and #5 .Commun1cat1on Zones are 
tentatively thought to be Saipan and 
Truk respectively. 
(Summary, 1106001 August, Wo. 29) 

Unidentified address J (Army 
unit?) aboard l!ARU \ and believed 
bound for Truk, .. 
(COM-14-110736-TI) . 
(Summary, 1114001 August, No. 29) 

An unidentified ; was noted on its way to 

Ke.vieng: 

No. 155 

FF.mr: 
TO % 

#194 Aug. 7. 
:' (Unidentified Tanker?) 
,.- (Rabaul) 

"At ___ the lOth, wi~l leave 4TH 
Communication Zone and enter 8th." 
(BEL-110755-DI) 

It was mentioneds 

' despatch of 9 ·August stated 
that she expected to arrive at RO 
(Kavieng or Ovau?) on Aug. 11. 
(Summary, 1114001 August, No. 41) 

American aircraft were busy att.aeldn~ Japanese 
• • 0 . 

installations in various places at tl}is t~me·.· The 
. t ~ . . ':. :. : .. : - -:_:~.:. , __ ._ ::· 
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AUGUST 11, 1942 (Continued) 

AKL~E reported Allied aircraft at 1030 1n .the 

vicinity of Bouga1nville 1 and the station at Lae an

nounced the presence of our planes just five minutes 

later. 

No. 156 

~TCIKAZE . , ~ reported enemy 
aircraft sighting at 1030, possibly in 
vicinity of Buka or Bougainville. This 
vessel reports daily aircraft sightings. 
(BEL-111155-TI) · 

No. 157 

(Summary, 121400, August, No. 51) 

LAE . ~ ·' reported sig.'lting 
ene~ aircraft at 1035, 11th, and 
promptly ""ent off air. CO!!..AIRON 25 

, was unable raise Lae until 1100. 
(BEL-llll55-TI) 
(Summary 1 121400 1 }_ugust_, No. 44) 

The · dir&ction finder at Jaluit Tias acti~e for 

several hours on this day. 

No. 158 

Jaluit \ active VTith 
direction finder traffic between 1500-
19001 August 11. . . · .. :..: . . 
( GT/!618-0PNAV-111430-TI) · · . -
(Summary, 1114001 August, No.· 27) 

\0 • • \ 

\ . .. . 

\ 
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l ' • 
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1 • 

Submarines were quite active . in the Eighth 

Fleet area, although nothing unusual ~as noted. 

Several ~ts of Submarine Squadron SeTen were near 

Rabaul. Submarine Souadron Six was also located in . . 
this vicinity, but Submarine Division i of 

Submarine Squadron Eight was preparing to leave 

Saigon for the Empire to be replaced by Submarine 

Squadron One. 

No. 129 

No unusual activity seen in 8TH 
FLEET area. Most despatches intercep
ted l.ere confined to submarine and air 
activity. 
(CO!l-i-14-110736-TI) 

It was noticed: 

8TH FLEET Area appears to be 
Rabaul-New Britain-Solomons Area. 
{Summary, 111400, August, 11o • .36) 

No. 160 

. SUBRON 6 . r ~., SUBDIV SUE 3 
and COMSUBRON 7 1 continue in Rabaul area. 
(COM-14-110736-TI) 
(Summary, 111400, August, No. 35) 
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No. 161 

No. 162 

-~· -~ - i.· 0 

COMSUBRON 7 using cover call 
!on 9980 kcs., and is 1n 

comzunication with Rabaul. 
(B?L-111106-TI) 

It v1as noticed: 

T.I. indicates COMSUBRON 7 ~nd 
SUBDIV 33 of SUBRON 7 are in the 
New Britain-Solomons Area. 
(Summary, 1206001 August, No. 37) 

COUSUBDIV (?) ; shown in 
Rabaul . ., , and addressed ~y 

j Chief of Staff COMBINED FLf.ET 
Serial 769 at 2050, lOth. 
(BEL-111155-TI) 

.. , 

No. 161 

It was noted: 

TI . on 11 August indicated SUBRON 6 
\ continued in Rabaul Area. 

(Summar,Y, 1214001 August, No. 46) 

Strong possibility that SUBRON l 
~11 depart Yokosuka area for Saigon in 
near future. 
(COll-14-110742-TI) 

It was indicated: 
• •• • J 0 .. 

COMSUBRON 1, with SUBDIV . ·i of 
that Squadron, was placed in Jaluit bT 

... . ;, -. ~ .. ,._ .... - , 

.• 1' • • • • 

: ~- • 0 -·- ~ . 0 .., 
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No. 163 (cont.) . . 

traffic routing on 10 August. On 
August 8th, COM 14 believed SUBRON 1 
had 2 diTisions in home ~aters and 1 
division in South Seas area. 
(Summary, 111400, August, No. 1.3) 

Wo, 164 

C01~SUBDIV . ·~ in SUBRON 8 \Vi11 
soon leave Saigon area for empire as 
indicated in Traffic. 
(COM-14-110742-TI) 

It was commented: 

SUBDIV ' of SUBP.ON 8 was 
placed in Saigon Com!llunication Zone by 
traffic routing on 10 August. 
(Summary, 111400, August, No • .34) 

A J r.. panese submarine .. announced that 

it \Yould arrive at Tru.'lc on August 13, and the Commander 

of Submarine Squadron Three, reporting the position of 

some Allied transports on August 10, ordered his units 

to attack. 

No. 16' 

FROM: 
TO r 

INFO: 

i ~Submarine~ #266 Aug.9/1150/I 
; 2ND FLEET 
I 8TH FLEET -. 
_.· Base Force #4 at Truk) ·-, 
\ Base Force #6 at Jaluit) 

I 

~- :J~·:· ••. 0' . 
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No. 165 (cont.) 

No. 166 

Will depart PQ at 1500. On 12th 
at ___ will be 20 miles (about) north 
of · and will arriTe PT at 
1900 on 13th~· 
(GZ#2405-0PNAV-111710-DI) 

It -r:as remarked: 

PQ is Kwajalein. PT is Truk. 
(Summary, 111400, August, No. 28) 

• 

FROM: 
TO 1 
INFO: 

COMSUBRON 3) #3071 0220 1 Aug.ll 
SUBDIV in SUBRON 3) 

I CINC 11TH AIR FLEET) 
CINC 8TH FLEET) 
cm.JSUBRON 77) 

Reports position of some of our trans
ports at 04001 lOth, and orders attack. 
Reported location is unrecovered but some
where in Roger area. 
(GZ#2401-0PNAV-110145 - MEMO#lO-,-DI) 
(Sucmary, 1106001 August, No. 5') . 

An estimate of enemy submarine locations on 

August 9 and 10 ~as issued at this time as followss 

No. 167 

Submarine locations as follows on 
9-10 August from traffic routing: . 
In Jalui t Communication Zone: ·: ·,_:, 

CO:JSUBRO~f 1 \r:i th SUBDIV 
COYSUBRON 3 with SUBDIVS 

!and · • 

\ • I 

.. 
' 

. ... · 
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l'io. 167 (cont.) 

In Truk Zone: 
COMSUBRON 6 • 

: .. . . 
... .... -

·' . . ·. 

. cmt SUBRON 7 with SUBDIV I • 
In Ominato Zone: 

SUBDIVS ,1 and ), plus 
Sub _\., 
In Sai~on Zonet 

C07-'.SUBRJN 5. 
COUSUBRON 8 with SUBRONS 

and • 
In Home Waters but uossiblX enroute 
Marshalls: 

SUBRON 2. 

Foregoing are general locations 
only and follmving should be noted: 

_ SUBDIVS i: 1, :1 and 
\ were ~n Rabaul general area 27 

July and may still be there. 
(GT#615-0PNAV-ll0059-TI) 

It was observed: 

. . 

. Tentative ·identifications are as 
follows: 

I _,, i and }-- SUBDIVS in 
SUBRON ,3. 

l - SUBDIV .33 of SoBRON 7. 
} - SUBDIV 26 in SUBRON 7. 

- - --- -- . f - SUBDIV in SUBRON 7 .. 
--·- - · ':- ·sub in SUBRON 2. 
- -- - -._ SUBDIV in SUBRON 8. 
. . i :... SUBDIV in SUBRON 8 .. 

~ - SUBDIV in SUDRON 5. 
(S~ary, 1106001 August, No. 60) 

The Bulletin of the Commander in Chief_ of the 
. . : 

Pacific Fleet issued on August 11 contained the 
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follo~~ng information: 

No. 168 

11 AUG 1942 

0602 

110145 

CO~UNCR PRIORITY 
OPNAV 
(DELIVERED BY NSS) 
COMNAVFORCES EUROPE 

lfCR 13163 

NSS DELIVER TO COMINCH OPNAV A}ID COMNAVFORCES EUROPE, 

ALL ~~DEES ~~E ACTION, 148TH DOPE SHEET FROM CINCPAC. 

DESDIV 17 IN SA~PAN AREA E!ffiOUTE RABAUL. CRUDIV 7 IN 

EAST INDIES '~TH ONE DESDIV. SUBMARINES BY D/F 15 3 

EAST 15 SOUTH and 168 EAST 12 SOUTH. INDICATIONS IT-O 

SUBDIVS OPERATING FROM PE-'fANG. CRUDIV 5 in HOME WATEIB 

YAY LEAVE FOR NEi:1 BRITAIN SHORTLY. ONE UNIT OF SUBRON 

TY~O BELIEVED LEAVlJlG KISKA FOR YOKOSUKA. 

. . ·. ~r~~::,::\.: :~· ·.; ·., 
··• . .";-.. : ...... ,: .· .: "":;· · 

>~=}· ::. : ~~ · .: ... 
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~e use by Japanese high commands o! a spe

cial type of code system employing fiTe numerals waa 

noticed in the Southern Pacific. Since it received 

very limited distribution, it was suspected that it 

was employed solely where prospective operations 

demanded a higher degree of sectirityz 

No. 169 

Special type 5-numeral system for 
use ~f h i gh commands has shown in ~outhern 
theatre. Probably used for directives and 
operations where high degree of security 
is desired. · use very limited. 
(COM 14 122144-TI) . 
(Summary, 1306001 August, No. 57) 

The Commander in Chief of the Eighth Fleet 

was as active as eTer1 and one of his messages . dis

clos~d that Cruiser Division Six was at KaTieng on 

August 10 .. or ll; 

No. ~70 

FROM: 
TO : 

·. 
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AUGUST 12, 1942 (Continued) 

No. 170 (Cont.) 

INFO: . _ .
1 ~4TH FLEET) 
J SUBRJN 7) 

I 5TH AIR ATTACK) 
. ! CF.UDIV 6) 

From: Co~ander-in-chief, 8TH 
FLEET. 

(Blank) CF.UDIV 6 . . ! (blank) 
· after (blank) at RO (blank),*· 

*Can't get much out of this, but at least · 
places CRUDIV 6 at RO around lOth or 
11th. (GU-2415 OPN.k.V 120311-DI) 

. It was commented: 

RO is tentatively identified as 
Kavieng. 
(Summary, 12060~, August, No. 29) 

Another message ordered the _i, which was 

not identified, to join the Eighth Fleet: 

No. 171 

FROM: 

TO ' 
INFO: 

#187 Aug. 10/1330 
' ~Ra baul Radio) 

Tokyo Naval Ge~eral Staff) 
r CofS CO::.iBII·mD FLEET) . 

. i· CofS EXPEDITIONARY FORCES) 

From: Co~~anaer-in-chief, 8TH P~EET • 
Passed to 8TH FLEE;T, ( . - --·-~-unit 
whose call is - 0 1s to Join this 
fleet (--- rest no good ~~).. 
{GZ-#2414 OPNAV 121515-DI) ': .. . . , ._:· . · .. ' 

. · .. ;:· .. : - . .. . 

'~-, ... · .. . . 
. ~ :. :.,i:' _ ... ;. ·-.... 
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No . 171 (Cont.) 

It was declared: 

_ _ __ 1 not yet identified. 
(Summary, 121400, August, No • .U) 

A message issued jointly by the Chie!s or starr 

of the Eleventh Air Fleet and the Eighth Fleet to the 

Chief o! Starr or the Combined Fleet, as well as 

various other operational co~~anders, indicated that 

the Eighth Fleet and the EleTenth Air Flee~ were 

operating cooperatively: 

No. 172 

Appearing as double originator were 
Chie:t's ·of Staff 11TH AIR FLEET ~ .. _ _, 1 
and 8TH FLEET ,l in Serial 995 at 
1930/lOth addre~sed to_Chief o! Staf':t' 
cm.miNED FLEEt . I .lt. . Info a • . Chief. or 
Staf~ 2ND ..• . _ ,J, 4'1'H _ 1 and 18! 
AIR • j" FL:r;ETS plus. unit Commanders 
l.lTH AIR FLEET '- shown at AIRRON 
23 # - : and Operations Section NaTal. 
General Staff . . .'. -ntis probably 
cooperative operating plan of 8TH and 
11TH AIR FLEETS. (BE~ 120630-TI) 
(Summary, 130600, Au~~~t, No. 60) 

, . :.-.-. .-·' . . 
Traffic analysis suggested ~he ·possibility ·. . . . 

that the Com.rnander in Chief of the · Se<=ond _.Fleet had 
- ~ .. ,. 
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• . . . ... .. . 

departed Kure by air on August ll at 0950, and had 

arrived in Rabaul on August 12 at 1630, to assume 

the direction of the air forces there. HoweTer1 there 

were many doubts concerning this interpretation and 

a discussion concerning the location of the Commander 

in Chief of the Second Fleet will be found in the 

f'ollowing items: 

No. 173 

Comdr. 6TH AIR ATTACK 
Serial 016, NR 123, is apparently next 
consecutive message after no originator 
serial 015, NR 122, attributed to CinC 
2ND FLEET as move!Ilen t report on August 
11. D.I. indicates -serial 015 from 
"Comdr. SCP.EENING FORCE". CINC COiffiiNED 
serial 742 of August 9, indicated 2ND · 
FL~T would depart Kure on August 11 
for Rabaul.Serial 016 was addressed to 
following: 

Info 1 

Comdr. MISAWA AIR 
. at Gasma ta · · - -· ) 
Comdr. Plane Group - .} at 

KISARATSU AIR, 
Communication Officer 11TH AIR 

Action: 

FLEET _ . _ • ' . 
Communica~ion Officer 5TH AIR 

ATTACK . . l . . . 
Comdr. 4TH AIR GROUP . ) • 
Communication Officer 6TH AIR 

ATTACK .· .. ... ··· -: .' 
Comdr. AIR GROUP ' · · 

. ~>~ ·, ...... ·- ... 
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AUGUST 12, 1942 (Continued} 

No. 173 {Cont.) 

!his serial 016 is completely out 
of character for a CINC 2ND FLEET me~
sage. However~ serial n~bers and time 
relation check so accurately with cn~c 
~~ that it is suggested that CINC 2ND 0 ° 

FLEET departed Kure by air at 0950,. ' 
August 11~ and at 1630, August 12 (ti~e 
of origin of serial 016) had arri~ed 
Rabaul Area and as~ed direction of 
air forces. (GT#629 OPNAV 121620-
121625-0TI) (~0 #12-1) 

It was indicate4s 

The OPNAV RI Unit is now working on 
the decryption of serial 016, and the 
field units have been requested to co~~ent, 
particularly since the intercept thereof 
at Station 6 was on a new frequency, 8430 
kcs., and the trans~itting and rec. sta
tions were not identified. 

CINC COl ffiiNED serial 742, 0950 
August 9, indicating the 2ND FLEE~ de
parture for Rabaul on August 111 was 
reported as item 23, page 7 of RI Suamary 
111400/Q August. 

CINC SECOND FLEE! serial 015 o! 
August 9~ having the appearance of a ~ove
ment report and exactly the same time o£ 
origin as the CINC COLffiiNED message, 
appeared as paragraph 4 of ite~ 201 page~ 
RI Summary 120600/Q August. 

No message originated by CINC ~~D 
FLEET has been seen during the thtrty hour 
interval betwoeen the time of his 

0 

serial 
015 and that of the above id~ntlfied ser-
ial 016. · .0 

• 0 

' ·· - :,~ : ~- ·=... . 
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Suggestion that CINC SECOND may have 
moved by air from Kure to Rabaul area is 
based on (1) informa~ion that ~~D FLEET 
would depart for Rabaul on 11 August. (2) 
apparent movement report, aerial 015, 
from CINC SECO!iD on 11 August, and was 
expected to move to Rabaul. 

!wo factors discount this possibil
ity: (1) Message serial 016 has no ap
pearance, from the standpoint of addressees, 
of being originated by CINC ZND FLEET, who 
would be expected to make an arrival report 
as his next message after departure on 
11th. (2) CINC 11TH AIR FLEET may haTe 
originated serial 016 as his number series 
had reached 009 at 0930, 12 August. {It 
should be noted that CINC 11TH AIR could 
not have originated serial 015 at 0950, 
11 August.) Serial 016 has all the ap
pearance of being an 11TH AIR FLEET mes
sage. Therefore the unlikely coincidence 
of serial 015, NR 122 from CINC SECOND 
and serial 016, NR. 123 fr om CINC 11TH AIR 
may have oc~red~ This will later be 
proven or disproven as all traffic from 
both comm~~ders if received. 
{Summary, _121400., August, No. 59) 

No. J:/4 . 

DI indicates 6TH AIR ATTA~C, Serial 
016, contains no encrypted originator 
which further lessens the likelihood that 
this message was from CINC ~~D FLEET. 

· (GT#637 OPNAV 122142-!I) .. · \ . 
{Summary, 130600, August. No.· 65) , 

·~. :. • . . .. '. : J ' : • 

··~ -~:. :-. .. .,;. : . . ~ ..\ 
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Personnel bureaus throughout the Empire were 

quite active: 

No. 175 

Empire Personnel Bureaus active all 
despatches except .Tokyo ap~earing bona 
fide latter addressing all his traffic 
to Chief of Staf.f CotffiiNED FL:t;ET. 
(CO~ 14 120846-TI) 
(Summary, 130600, August, No. 3) 

A deciph~red message to the Second Fleet dis

closed the existence o.f a Japanese task force, the 

strength of which was not known: 

No. 176 

FROll: 
TO : 
INFO: 

. #009 10 August/1830 
: (2ND FLEET) ( . !) 

.. (Tokyo naval General 
. Staff) 
· ~unidentified) 

_______ .f CinC CO!\ffiL~ED FLEEt) 
; unidentified) 

- · ·· · · ' Comdr 1ST AIR FLEET) 

SCREE1HNG FORCE Des'!)a tch Order :/!:9. 
Be~veen the {blank) and. the 20th Forces 
awaiting orders will carry out, under the 
direction of the force commanders, ex
change of .co:n:nunications for {drill ?) 
purposes: · · ." 
( ~Z#2417. OP!f.AV 120520-DI) 
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"No. 176 (Cont.) 

It was mentioned: 

•Forces awaiting o~ders" {This is 
a tactical organization of ~~own com
position, commanded by COMBATDIV J. 
Will hereafter be called "ST~~BY FORCE".) 
(S~ary, 120600, August, No. 4) . 

An increase in traffic was obserTed 1n all 

areas on August 12, especi~lly in the Rabaul region 

where communication with Tokyo was carried out on a 

frequency of 9160 kca. Jaluit and ~ruk had been 

noti ced particularly on the preceding day because 

of the D/F bearings they were sending to Radio In

telligence Headquarters at Tokyo between 1500 and 

1800. 

No. 177 

!raffic increase in all Areas. 
(COM 14 120846-TI) . 
(Summary, 130600, August, No~ 4) 

. .. .. ~ ~· 
...... ~· ... ... ' · . 

. .. . .. . 
~ :;, .. : . 
'""~ .. ;.' .. . . · . . . . 
• • . • :. ·l- •. 
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AUGUST 12, 1942 (Continued) 

No. 178 

Considerable Army traffic in Rabaul 
Area. OKI FORCE only Army Force sh~wn at 
Rabaul. 

No. 179 

(COM 14-122142-!I) 
(Summary, 130600, August, No. 62) 

Rabaul and Tokyo Radio S~ations 
observed w~rking each other direct on 
9160 kcs. 
(COM 14-12208-TI) 
(S~ry, 130600, August, No. 2) 

No . 180 

Ja1uit ! and TRUK . 
active sendirig D/F bearings to Radio In
telligence Headquarters at Tokio between 
1500 and 1800, 11th August. 
(BEL-120630-TI) 
(Su.mmary, ~30600, August, No. 35) 

i 
\ 

A Rabaul defense force indieated that the RZJ 

Occupation Force was proceeding with air forces to 

a spot t entatively· identified as · the Buna-Gona area. 

Another dis~atch directed an unidentified ship to 

rendezvous in accordance with certain inst~ctions • ... .. - .,. . , . 
~~-- - ~--:, . ~ . ~. ; ~: · . 

. .. : ~ .. :;~i .. : ::·· \:. : . ,.: 
~- .. '.. ... .. ~ ...... 

::fi~~;:t;<~"' 
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AUGUST 12, 1942 {Continued) 

No. 181 

FROM: #250 (Aug.ll/(?) 

Is a Radio Order of the "Rft Area 
DEFENSE FORCES. Speaks of the RZJ 
OCCUP P!'ION FORCE proceeding to RAF 

~
suggest BONA GONA) with air forces. 
COM 14 122042-DI) 
S~ry, 130600, August, No. 80) 

No. 182 

URft Area Defense Force Desnatch 
Order#-. ~he · ·- ship) 

· will be in following positions: 12th 
at --- bearing --- degrees, distant 
55 miles fro~ --- Island. Sa~e day 
at 1400, 3- 10' South, 148 (?), 50 
East. 13th at 0800 arrive F.R (Rabaul). 
(GZ#24.32 OPNAV 122242-DI) 
(Summary, 1.30600, August, No. 72) 

Proof was now obtained that Cruiser Division 

Eighteen was still operating. 

No. 183 

COMCRUDIV 18 and 5TH SPECIAL LANDING 
FORCE associated in despatch from Rabaul 
indicating this CRUDIV still functioning. 
{COM 14 .120902-TI) 
(Summery, 1214001 August, No. 55) 
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Cruiser Division Seven and the Cocmander of 

Destroyer Squadron Three were proceeding to the 

Eighth Fleet area to strengthen the Japanese forces 

in the vicinity of Rabaul and the Solomons. 

llo. 184 

No. 185 

Apparent confirmation orders ror 
CRUDIV 7 and COMDESRJN 3 proceed 8TH· 
FLEET Area seen in CUlC COMBINED des~atch 
0710/1lth, addressed COMCRUDIV 7, CO~E~ 
RON 3, the lOTH BASE FORCE at Ambon, 
unidenti fied __ . . !; information Chief of 
Staff 8TH FLEET, 2ND AIR .ATTACK C~RPS, 
and Navy General Staff. Some indications 
KAGU MbRU will be in company. 
(CO~ 14 120854-TI) 
(Summary, 1214001 !ugu•t, Xo. 57) 

Traf fic Analysis indicates CRUDIV 7 
( •and ;) with DESDIV 2 is pro
ceeding from Malaya communication zone to 
Celebes area possibly Ba1ikpapan or 
Amboina. (CinC EF 1905Z/10) . 
(Summary, 121400, August, No. 58) 

It was noted: 

!he KUlU~O appears correct but the 
other ship is a cruis.er whcse call is 

inot the SUWYA. The suzuyA appear·s .to 
be in Empire. ~:-~- ·: ·~-~ .. :.: ·; 

(Sumnn ry, 121400, August, No •. ,58) . .'.,. ~;.:_; 
. • .. 't·.· • . . • • 

. ~-?: i;~~£~~'!;.:~JJ. . 
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No. 186 

Ass~ciation of CRUDIV 7 
and DESRON .3 . -\ with Base Forces 
at Ambon · - i and Malt.asr.ar - .I 

No. 187 

plus AIRRON 23 (Koepang) noted which 
1n1icates those units either 1n or 

t
roc~eding to that area. 
BEL 120650-TI) 
Summary, 130600, August, No. 69) 

CRUDIV 7 continues association with 
.)RD FLEET and Ambon. (COM 14 1221.44-'!I) 
(SU!lll!lary, 130600, August, N.o. 70) 

N~. 188 

At 1540/12 August, Balikpapan Base 
Co~munication Office addressed Communi-
cation Officer CRUDil 7 - · ; 1n 
len~thy dispatch. · 
(GT#63J OPNAV 122042-!I) 

It was noticed: 

COM 14 reported CRUDIV 7 and DESRON 
3 are believed enroute to bolster CINC 
8TH FLEET (August 12). . 
(SU!!Ulary, 130600, August,. No. 71) 

Cruiser Division Six was in the Kavieng area, 

although one of its ships had been ordered on August 7 

to go to Rabaul ~~ediately. Several intercepted 
. . . 

dispatches were concerned with the details of a fuel-
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--·..._·· .. . ·. -

ing rendezvous for Cruiser Division Six. 

One ship of CRUDIV 6 . .l indi-
cated as being at Kn.vieng ) now 
using that Station Call as cover at 
1700/1lth addressing Staff Comtlunication 
Officer CRUDIV 6 with Serial 138. 
(BEL 120630-TI) 

It \7a~. observed: 

CRUDIV 6 is .·· and has been in 
the Kavieng Area. On. 7 August CINC 8T:-i 
FL~ET ~rdered one ship of CRUD IV. 6 t ·:· go 
to Rabaul immediately. 
(Summ~ry, 130600, August: Uo . 67) 

No. 190 

FROM: 
TO : 

INFOz 

#199 11 August/1530 

~
8TH FLEET) 
BASE F·.JRCE #8 at Rabaul 
Starr· Comm. Officers 

also Chie! of Staff of 
Small Com:.'lands?)) • 

. (4TH FLEET {Sta~f Comm. 
Officers also Chi&f ·of 
Staff cf ~maller 
Corruuands?)J. 

Fragmentary but mentions fueling of 
CRUDIV 6. (GZ#2416 OPNAV 120520-DI) 
(sum~ary, 120600, August, · N0. 36) . . 

. It was p~inted out: F~:[:,·~?,' ~: 
·>·~r:· .= •· . . :. 
t. • ': • .. ' :.:. ~ - ... ..I 
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No. 190 (Cont.) 

!is belieTed a Tanker. !his 
tanker was addressed by CinC 4TH 1600 
lOth information CinC 11TH and 8TH FLEETS. 
CO:.!CRUDIV 6 a."ld Rabaul Base. This be- . 
lieved to indicate arrange!.aent for and 
necessity !or fueling CRUDIV 6 Units. 
Rabaul probable location rendezvous, all 
from TI. (s~~ry~ 120600, August, Bo.36) 

No. 191 

Two suspected Tankers l and 
.are addressed by 8TH BASE FORCE in 

association CRUDIV 6. (COM 14 120902-TI) 

It was re~arked: 

The rendezv~us of CP.UDIV 6 with 
Tankers (at ~; possibly in vicinity of 
Lorengan) was reported in R.I. Sill£~Y 
111400/Q, August, page 13, Item 44. 
(S~ary, 121400, August, No. 48) 

No. 192 

Possibility of arrangements to tue1 
CRUDIV 6 1n Kavien~ Area noted 1.n despatch 
from fleet tanker {?} : seri~l 016, _ 
addressed COMDR P..ABAllL BASE FORCE . _}, 
information flee~ tank~! - - ~ Chief of 
Staff 8TH FLEET J and _unidentified 

_' at 0830, 11th, which was later 
passed to Chief of Staff C01n3INED FLEE~ 

,· , Operations Sect~on Naval General 
Staff .. . !9 CRUDIV 6 . . _ . ~ KAVIENG 
BASE FORCE !and unidentified ' 
(BEL 120640~TI) (StL~ary, 1306001 August, 
No. 66) · : · .. 
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the AK.IKAZE announced 1 ts arrival at l\abaul 

on August 12 at 1610. It was suapected that the 

AKIKAZE was stationed 1n a position which would 

·permit it to send out warnings of the approach or 

Allied aircraft. !here was also a po~a1bil1ty th&t 

1 t was eq_uipped "'1 th radar aince one of ita many 

reports contained the bearings or a pl~e: 

No. 19) 

FROM: 
#212, August 12, at n739 

.· (AKIKAZE) 
I {CO~{AIRON 25) TO 1 

States: •De~arted RXC !or RR.• 
Former ident1!1ed~as place near Bougain
Ville, la~ter is Rabaul. (BEL 120938-DI) 

It was stateds 

'is identified by OPNAV as 
11TH AIR FLEET. 
(Summary, 130600, August, No. 77) 

No. 194 

. , Serial #2121 12th August, 
says •Departed RXC for Rab~Ul.• 
(COil U 122042-DI) . ··: :.: ·.~. . 

It was commented& 
, I 

·. 
... . 0 • 
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AUGUST 12, 1942 (Continued) 

. .'· (A.:.UK.AZE) on 9 August, DI 
stated AKIKAZE arrived RXC (in vicinity 
of Bougainville). 
(summ~ry, 130600, August, No. 76) 

No . 195 

FROM: 

TO 

INFO: 

(AKIKAZE) #,213 

1 !?) Aug.l2/1610 
: CINC 5TH AIR ATTACK FORC~ 
:. DESDIV 34) 
~ Base Force at Rabaul) 
. Cr.ie! of Staff COMBINED 

· FLT/Al1 Major Commands) 

Arrived RR.(Rabaul) • 

(
(GZ.#2422-0PNAV 122045-DI) 
Summary, 130600, August, No. 78) 

. · No. 196 

The number of aircraft si~hting 
reports sent by AKIKAZE · . : euggests 
that ves sel may be stationed in a posi
tion to send out warnings of the approach 
of Allied aircraft and may also be spe
cially equipped possibly with Radar equip
ment as one report apparently contained 
the bearing of the plane~ involved. 
(COM 14 120710-TI) · 

It was declared: 

According to traffic routing the 
AKIKAZE appeared to have arrived at RXC 
(vicinity Buka or Bougainville) •. This 
ship has been associated with the . 5T~ AIR 
ATTACK FORCE. (S~1u.1ary 121400, August, 
No . 52) · . .-:?).::~·~:{;:< 
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Destroyer Division Seventeen was in the Truk 

area en route from Saipan to Rabaul. 

N0. 197 

FROM: ) (Rabaul) #280 
Aug.12/1600 

\ (DESDIV 17) . . 
\ (unidentified) . 

Co~~ander in Chief, 8TH FLEET. 

TO : 
INFO: 
FR)Pi: 

Passed to 8TH FLEET. OUTSIDE SOUTH 
SEAS FORCE OP.DER #ll. ·· DESDIV 17 will 
-=--~- at PS on l.4 th will 
!uel at PT. (GZf2420 OPNAV 121745-DI) 

It was declared: 

From the transletion it is ~ot 
ap?arent whet3er DESDIV 17 ~111 be at PS 
(Saipan) or at PT {Truk) on the 14th. 
DEenrv 17 appears enroute Saipan to 
Rabaul. See above item. 
( Su::unary, 121400, August, No. 3 5}· 

Destroyer Squadron Two was as!wc1a ted with 

the Chief .of Staff. of the Fourth Fleet. ~h~s was 

another indication that Destroyer Squadron Two was 

en route to assist in southern operations. 

No. 198 ~:-~;A~;x::-:~~:J 
Chief of Staff 4TH FLEET _ ... _ _ --- -_ _ . 

-.~;~:;~~:~, ;:._: _ _{.-
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l{o. 198 (Cont.) 

addressed Chief' of Staff 8!H FLEET 
. . . \. Info a Chiefs of Sta~f 2ND 

FLEET _ .. 1 1ST AIR FLEE~ . 
:, 11TH .A~R FLEET_ . ) and 

CO~IDESRON 2 \ at 2140/12th. 
This is :first associa:tion COMDESROlJ 
2 with 4TH FLEET AREA. 
(GT#634 OPNAV 122042-!I) 

It was mentioned: 

BELCON1reN noted the service of a 
despatch at 0535/llth .in which !ruk 
informed Tokyo he was not guard for 
CO~IDESRON 2 traffic. This error in 
routing by Tokyo was believed an indi
cation that DESRON 2 was enroute South. 
(Summary, 130600, August, No. 79) 

A unit in the ~ird Escort Foree announced 

that it would depart for Truk on August 14. This 

Escort Force had arrived at Kavieng on August 2 

en route froo Truk to ~abaul& 

No. 199 

FROM: 

INFO: 

#045 · Aug.l2/2000 
: (Comdr_.Uni t in #3 ESCORT 

FOR.) 
·_ _ ! (Comdr. AZUMA 1tARU) 

\ (Comdr. 8TH BASE FOR. at 
Rabaul) _ . · ·:.· 

~
?) ) .· : . · ' 

. CofS 4TH FLEET . ·. · .. 
·. Comdr. !siARU) ., .. 

. · .. ~ i :: 
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No. 192 (Cont.) 
• 
---- will depart !or PT {Truk) on 

14th ----------. (GZ#2431 OPNAV 122242-DI) 
(SU!n:lary, 130600, August, No. 75) 

An urgent operational message wa5aent on 

August 11 at 1930 by a Japanese warship which was 

thought to be a destroyer. This · aeemed to indicate 

that it was engaged in battle with Aliied forces at 

that time. 

No. 200 

URGENt operation&l type despatch was 
originated at 1930, 11th, ·by man-of-war 

(possib1y destroye~) to Comdr. 
~.BAUL BASE FORCE . I, information All 
Units in Southern Area, which suggests 
engagement with A1lied forces at time indi
cated. {BEL 120640-TI) 
(Summary, 130600, August, No. 59) 

It was evident from heavy traffic concerning 
' . 

Japanese air activities that shore-based aircraft 
• I ~· 

groups in the Rabaul area were being sent many rein-
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No . 201 . 

Air Traffic prominent with increa~ed 
evidence reinforcement shore-based air
craft in Ra baul Area. KISA..lt.ATSU AIR UNITS 
at . Tenian confirmed. Anticipate 1m.:nediate 
departure s -Juthward. Units of Yokosu.'l{a, 
Omura , SUkug·awa, Iwakuni and Hiro .AIR 
GROuPS indicated as concerned movement 
aircraft fr.om Empire southwards. 
(Com 14-120846-TI) 

It was noted: 

Yoko~a, Omura and Hiro AIR GROUPS 
heve been continuously copnected with 
carrier traffic. Sotar Yokosuka AIR is 
the . only one noted ~ith a detach~ent 
!ar~ed out and that wa s with t he 6TH AIR 
ATTACK F\';RCE in Ominato about the middle 
cf July. The Sukugawa AIE has been asso
ciated with supplying reinforcements to 
the Malay-Indies Area. The I wakuni AIR 
ha~ been associated with carrier traffic 
and also seems to be major supply base 
for AI RRON 11. . . . 
(Su"'1tlary, 130600, August, No. 83) · 

Many· dispatches fro~ the weather observer at 

Truk also indicated that aircraft move~ents. were in 

progress. 

·2?~:::·.~<~.: ·:. '~ 
: .. ~~ ·~ .. :· :._· ;.~ ... ~ 
~~;_ ·::: ~.: ;:~ .. ~-·-.. 

:~t:.~i-;;:.:;i·'' ;~; 
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AUGUST 12, 1942 (Continued) 

lfo. 202 

Truk Weather Observer heaTy origina
tor further indicating aircraft m~vements. 
(COM 14 120902-TI) 
(Summary, 121400, _August, No. 32) 

The Commander of the Fifth Air Attack -Force 

was stimulating this air activity by his demands !or 

additional aviation personnel and aircraft supplies. 

No. 203 

Comm~"'lder AIRRON 25 . !originated 
long 4-part despatch. Serial 071 at 2100 
lOth t~ Chief of ·£taf! 11TH AIR FLEET 

· ' Infos tokio Person.."lel Bureau · · · (., 
~ureau Air : . ), Co~anders AIRRON 24 
. . ;BJ?.d 26 __ . i, Com:nander MISAWA 

AIR GROUP I and Commander AIR GROUP 
· · • -·This is · apparently request for 
additional aYiation personnel and aircraft 
supplies for use of air units which re
cently rein~orced his co~and. · 
(BEL 120650-TI) 

It was· noticed: 

~ is Commander 5TH AIR ATTACK 
FORCE (based at Rabaul). 
(S~ary, 130600, August, No. 86) 

Transport planes and heavy bG~bers. were 
. . "·/~~~; :_,:._ .. ~-· .... ; :, 

south, as well as the expected !igh~~f')l~es. 
t?~~~~·: ·~:-{_:~~ 

coming 
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lfo. 204 

ro • • 

i (Tainan Air) Serial #864 
AUE-12/0800 

LAE AIR C01!1LAND 
llTH· AIRRON 
25TH AIRRON 

·- - - -· - -, 
I 
I 

" transp::>rt planes left for your 
Station at 0750.~ Note: "Blankft question
ably recovered as 30, but see:::1s too many • 
.. (BEL 121345-DI) 

No. 205 

It was observe~: 

Ta1nan Air v.-as r 'eported at Salamaua 
by TI on 11 August. · 
(Summary, 130600, August, No. 87) 

FR011: 
TO : 

INFO: 

#016 Aug.12/1630 
Comc.r. 6TH AIR ATT. FDF) 
Comdr. Hahajima Air) 
?)' . 
Com~r. AIRRONl · 
Kisaratsu AIR 
11TH AIR FLT. (etaff 

Co~. Off.) 
.\ ( 5'rH AIR ATT. FOR. . 

·. - . (Staff Com. · Off.)) 
; (Com&r. 5TH AIR GRP.) 
' (6TH AIR ATT. FOR. 

(Staff com. orr.)) 
\(Air Base in Tr-J.k 

General Area) 

Two type-1 heavy boober~f ·1!111· .take off 
for RR (Rabau1) at 1500 on 13th. ;<·· ·.:-.-:. 
(GZ#2430 OPNAV 122242-DI) ~?~~ ;.~·:· .. :i:.:: ::::1 
(Surn:nary, 130600, August, No~~- .64) :"..:~;~~ . 

:~;: .. ;:\";~ ~·-.: ::.·.::~ .. ~ ·~·l 
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~El~:: <: AUGUST 12, 1942 (Continued) 

Air Squadron EleTen and the 1eaplane tender 1 

KAGU M;~U, were en route to operate under the 

Commander in Chief of the Second Fleet; and an order 

from the Commander in Chief of the Combined Fleet 

directed that planes be Jent from the Philippines to 

the s~uthwest Pacific. 

No. 206 

CINC 2!;D FLEET ; at 1500. 9th, 
in serial 999, addressed KAGU M.ARU . 
plus pl~n& carrier or tender at Ko~pang 
. !, i n-!nrm.atiop CO:ACRUDIV 7 0 

I 

. ' Cm·tDESD,IV 2 ) , COMDR. AIRON .11 
. . •, Chi ef' Naval General St~ff _ 
~nd CINC. COMBINEit FLEE~ . , ) , CDiC 3RD 

.. 1and CINC 4TH . __ • Ass~cia-
tion indicates AIRON 11 and KAGU MJ~U are 
to opera.te under ClllC 2ND in forthcoming 
operations. (BEL 120640~TI) 

It was pointed out: 

This cessage heading was noted by 
OPNAV in R.I. s~~ary 101400/~ August, 
page 13, first part of ite:n 42. The K.AGU 
MJ~U is a seaplane tender. 
{StL~~ary, 130600, August, No. 68) 
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AUGUST 12, 1942 (Continued) 

N':'·. 207 

. COMAIP~ON 11 believed enroute Rabaul 
addresses CINC COJ.iBINED and 2ND FLEETS, 
Tokyo, Yokosuka and Truk radios~ Informa
tion to Chichijima at 1100/11 August. 
(COM 14 120S46-TI) 

It was re!narked: 

AIRRON 11 was n~ted (about 9 August) 
as being in the Yokosuka Area awaiting 
transnortation to Rabaul. 
(s~ary, 13060G, August, No. 52) 

No; 208 

FR~M: 
~0 I 

#783 11 August 
. · ( CinC C ·J~INED FLEET) 

J 

t 

INFO: ______ . ( (Toko AIR GROUP) 
I 

. ·- '1(TOKO AIR GROUP detached 
Air Units) · ·' 

!(Tokyo Naval General Staff) 

Fra~~entary but gist as follows: 
(1) Add (blank *) to the (blank) base Air 
Force rrom %0KO AIR GROUP. 
(2) Add (blank *) to the SOUTH SEAS FORCE 
from the PHILIP?INE FORCE and for opera
tiona in Southeastern Area. Add (blank *) 
to the ·(blank) force from the (blank) 
(blank) which was despatched to the Truk 
Area. 
~WTE' No numbers or plane type_s are. men

tioned but it is believed that the 
transfers are mostly aircraft~ .·, 

(GZ#241S OPNAV 120520-DI) ·· . .;;..:..,·;.:·;~·.:<,:.·. 
(SUID.!nary, 120600, .August, No • . ~4) :.,- . ::= . 

... , ....... ~.' .. •' ~. T 
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AUGUST 12. '1942, (~o~tinued) 
' · 

. 
~-

. . , . ·. :.: . 

. ' 

No. 209 
. . ... - . .. :· .. ~ -·.: 

.. : . ~ ... :. . . ~.i . ·<-:·· .. 
• . ___ .. _. - t;··:'"':.: .. _ -- _.. • ~ ... 

• • :' . # .•. , • • : : ~ ~- -:: • ;::· •• : 

CO!IDR MISAWA 'AIR • \ ~o~ at .· . ·· ·:'."~-- ~ \ 
· :;:.abaul Air Base(?)· . , _ ,·at 1500,·.· .... . · .. :- . ...-.~ . ~ --~< 
11 August. . .. . : ··. · · ~. · ..... . .. : · . ···. ·.. ·.:· ;. ... : :: ·· . 

. . (G'l #624 OPN;_y 12022~TI) ~-.' -~· · ... · . . · · ::·· .. ~ ~- ... · ... - ~ .... :~. ; .-.~~:.· .. ::_. 

.... · . : ;)t ws;s atat.edt .· . ~ ·;:,:. ·· , _r: : .:/ ,:-· ; ~ ·~·\':> 
· · · · · · CO~R lliSAV,"A AIR also ,appeared- at ·· .-:·· ~.:. · .. _ ·,:.· ·.,._ •. -!',:'-/:· 
· Rabaul lOth August, and .it .appeared by· .:,·'· . -;;_. ; · ~~-· ··( 

T. I. that aome of that Air Group arri Ted . . · : ~ - ·' ~: .... _.-.~. · 
in the New Britain Ar~a 9 August. · ... :-. · - - ~" -.. 

· (Summary, l206oo, August, ·No._ 30) · ·· . :. : . , . · · · ·.-·. ·~· ,~ .... 
I'! - .. . 

... 
. . : 'f . - ·-: .: ·_ ... : . :·4> ~. · .•.• 

..... . .. .. ... '. ~ 

. .,_:· .. : · ... 
.. ....... ·· · ... .. .. ·:. ~ 

Jilo. ·210 
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·1 December 1.944 . · . . . 

AUGUS'r 12, ).942 (Continue¢) 
, . . . . ~ 

Jlo. 212 

· · Commander BIFORO · Ailt GROUP '· J .. ·. ·• 
·at Xisaratsu l at Noon, 12 Au~st~ · 

. . _(GT#636 . OPNAV 122127-!I) . . . . 

It was declared& 

. . .. : . · .. -rhe BIP..J:RO AIR GROUP m.a. been oper~ 
·. · . a ting 1n the Horomushiro Area • . On 9 August 

·.- the BIFORO AIR despatch #925 reported by 
,.. qow 141 . •Due to un!a"Yora ble r.ea ther un- . 

able to carry out patrol from Rabaul.• 
This is the only 1nd1c·a t1on ·or BIFORO AIR 

· haTing any section RabaUl. It may be a 
· translation error. On August 11 a BIFORO 

· ·AIR despatch .(#945) :indicated 25 to )0 · . 
. · · heavy bombers departed · Hyakurihara ~or · · 

Kisarat.u Air .Station.· . this may be an · 
indication of a transfer South but haa 

. . not been completed a a yet. · · . · . ·. · .. 
(SU!!Unary,. .~301 6001 August, Wo • . 27) .. ·. · .. · . .. 

i',"' ./ . . . . . ., • . . . ~ ... .. . 
. · .. .. 

·, 

. ~ Wo • . 213 , . . 

.. . . . 

: ·-
/ . . ; :· .. 

=· . . .· .. . . : : .. 

.· 

i . 

·~ . · . 

.· 
. . : 

. .. ·. · .. 

·· ... 



ORIGINAL 
1 December 194-4 . .. 

·AUGUST 12, 1942 (Continued) 

No. 21~ . . •. 

' 
CO?®R AIRON 11 indicated as b~ing .· _ . 

·enroute 'Yokosuka - ; -to !'ruk ! · : 
via Chi-ehijima (NOTE 2) by heading ·of ,. ·. ·. -- -·~.:. 

:Communication Zone report, serial 264, · _: . · . .' _ .. _ ·.:: ··: . . 
at 1100, .11th. (BEL 120640-TI} · · -·· · _:· . . . -_: ~ - -:~- -. 

• • • • • • 0 . • ' • • • • 

:· It was indicatedt 
. . 

· · 1'his also noted by COU: ].4. -::· 
.... .. ·. (Summary, 1306001 August, ·Jo. 5.3) . . . 

! ·, . · . 

. . . -

No·. 216 
. 

. FROM: 
· .. ·. TO I 

. , 

. j ( MARU) #27J Aug.· ·9 
11TH AIRRON 
24TH AIRRON 

. . 

. . ·: 

• 0 • • -=~. -· . . ~-.... . ·. -
·'·. · . . . ·· .. ' -~: . .,. . ..... ·.. :- "'• 

0 -.; 

.. . 
. Will depart Yokosuka noon, lOth, · · 

and head for Ruotto. . .... :·· ._.,, .: · 
NOTEs · Middle portion not tully readable .· .. · · .. _ -·. :.: 

·.-. ·_.but gives distance and bearing .· : ' ·. : . .. :·~ .· ::: . 
. ·.. . . ~ · · from some island near. point of . · .. ··· · .. -- . . · .. ... 
· · . ; .. · .· :-·departure .. : (BEL - 120423-DI) . ... _.· · .. _. : .. :.· -~·-'- .-~ ---Y ·,_. ·: 

• • .. •,. :· .I . . , • . • ·, ; • • • : .: • • : • • • I - •: •. •• · • • . - .i • • • • 

·. · . .It was .mentioned: . : ___ . _.·.- .:~ · · ~ ~ · _·. · - :-:;· .. -~- _.. · .:.
7

· ·.-:-:·- • 

. ' ;_ · ::_ ArRRON ·:ii ·:ipp-~~r; · ~ ·-t~~- Y~k~-~- .. :: .... .'-', .~:;>:~ :·:·_-~' :._ .. ~-· 
_-·-· Area, awaiting transportatio-n to Rabaul• :.· · ·· _: -~_ ;._ ':.· -: ~: 

··.-·.On August -11th, the K.AMIKAWA' llARU was load-":t.: .· _.··<· _ :. 
ing planes . at Yokosuka . tor Ra baul (be- : -· ·: . .-. ·: · ~ ... .:: ~:- = ··· 

· ·11eved to be AIRRON 11) and it is not· ·· ~-- _·_. · _· ·.-_.· .. · . 
· . certain whether t..l-tey w111 depart Yokosu.l{a · .. < : ··~: ·_. · 

. <>r ·arrive Rabaul Aug. 23rd. This transls- · .. ,<·.:-. ·:;.::_-._:·_ ·. 
tion is being rechecked to try and deter- ·: . . · . . :· ._ ·:.: :<: 

. mine this tact. · On Aug. -_-llth, MARU Air _ = ·:··.:_ ·· · · , .; ;·_.<- .~:.~· 
. 1'ender · · ..' of' AIRRON 24 was 2 t Yokosuka -· . --.. :- :·_. ... · . . : 

and the association with com:nand~ 1~ .: .:- ··.-: · · .. · · _ .. ·.) .. ·:<>'· ·- ~ -
.. . . . ' . ... ..... , 

• • • • : : •. -~· • ~· • ••• •• 
1

' •.: .' • ~ .' .. ~ • I ' · . • . • ·• .. ,; • . ! 1 o ·: :• • .. 

' • • • ,• I 

"·· . 
• • • • • • • 0 0 

· .. - . : 
.. :•, : I •. 

· . . 
. ... . -: . .. 

• ..... • ••• • •• · : : " • 1 ... . :'"' · . • •• •• 

• ~ t . ' ·.·. . 
-.. 

•• •• 0 : . ~- : 0 
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ORIGINAL 
1 December 1944 · ·. 

AUGUST 12, 1942 (Continued) 
J . . ' 

No. 216 · (Cont.) · .. : · ... ' . . 

. Babaul Area suggested that units of 
. AIRRO~ 24 might be withdrawn trom the · 

.· :Marshalls for use in the Solomons. 1'he 
· a boTe message tends to suppor't this · · · 
. suggestion. · · .. ·. ·: · · . ·.~ •. · "! 

' . -. •\ 

-

r 

.. ·: •.. 
.. 
.. ., . 

. :. {Summarr, 121.4:00, August; N?· 7) .· ... · .. 
• . .. -

• J • 
• ,. • '\ ·.,' • "' o .- . .. . : I •' • • 

. .. - , . . :: ·-. .. . ·. . 

.No. 217 · . 

· .. · KAGU ID.RU - i belieT~ 1n Alnbon 
·Area enroute Rabaui- being escorted by 
CRUDIV · 7 and Destr~yer units • . · · · 
(~INCPAC 120159 BULL. #~9) · · .. · . . ·· 

· It was noted: . . . . 
.·-

- --=-- .: . . 
•. · 

.-.. 
- : . 

. : ·· ..• '· - .. 
· . From 'tra:rric routing on August lOth, . ~ · · . . · : . · : .· · 

. -

COY 14 believes COMCRUDIY 7 and companion _ .... · ·· ·>·:::. 
destroyers are enroute or arriTed at . . '~ · · .. · .. ·._ 

-.·· Celebes-Ambonia Area; they have been ass.o- .-... -.. . 
cia ted with air tender K.AGU MARU which . · · · ·: : ..... : , .. 
pass~d f'rom Palao to Keopang Comm •. Zonee ... ·. ·.: :~ :L·· .. _._ 

. : yesterday, -hence :the above i1 possible . but ·. · ·.·. ·.- . : · ·; .· . 
. ·:·' ·.· n~t . certain. .. .. ··. . . : · . .. : ·.- .~. "- ·, .· ;' "'·· ... · ' w; ;: .. ·- . :-:·· · .. ; ··.' ;.-.:· 

. :· . ·.('"'ummary, 121.400, Augus.t, ·. lfo. 56) · . .. ·· .. ·· : .... :--.. ·., .:·.: _.:· ~~ ..... ::. 

. ... . ; . .. . · .. '· . . '·:· .. :.· . :·· .• . , :::. ~:: : .. :- --:~> .· ·.·.:':. ~ . : <. ···: ....... >~ :' t ~:. ·. ·... ·. :.:~. ·:: ~-: ..... . · ~,.· ··:::. :::~. ·.:·: 
.. . ... ·.~· . Ever 'since the 'SIIl;&Shing American victory at . ···:.: .. .... ~!:.~·:.:: 
. ·.. . · ·'· ·.·~: . : ... :. - : -·: .. _. · .. . :·::.· .·· · ..... ·._,:· .... ,· ... -\- · ·. : .. : ... :·-. . ~ .;.,. ._ ~- . : 

Midway had .destreyed tour Japanese carriers, : Carrier.; "·:.··. : ·,-. 
• • - • • • • • • • • • .. 0 .... •• -· • • • • • 

Division ~r~~ ··had ~~~~ · ia~ss~~- ~~om . th~:.-en~~-s·. -·~~<:· ::: -::~·,>;~ 
·, ·carrier o;·~·~~~~-~io~·~ ··b~t· ·n~~·· ·th~r~ ·~~r·e · d~rk~t~!- ~ ._·::<:r<·· :. · 

.·indi~·~·t.ibn·; th·~t ·it ~as ·. -~~w{y.· o~g~~i~~d: :· T~~~~~~-.-: _ _. ·:_(·; .. 
. .. '·' ·." ..... . ·.: ·: .· ·.. .. .. ~ .... ·· - ~~~- . ·.· . :·.-: .. · .. ~ ! : .·.:.~ ·:, :. ·.· .. : . .. 

• •• -. • ~:· • 0 _. ~ • • 

' . • - • • • • " ··'.. • • • • • ~ • : · • .. • • ' 0 • ... • • • }.' •• 

- ~··. ~ • • • • • • 0 ··:. . : . ... ~. : _ . ~ .. , .. _._ .... • :.:. · , .. .... ~{ • .: :._ ... , .. • • • ·- .r ... · • · .. · .. · - . • 
~ . :-'· .· ..... ... ::·:..; . ·. : .. : .. . ,., ·_ .. ~ .... :··-:·.::·.· .. ;.···· .-~/ .~-... : . -:- . . : <·: .. • . 

. . : . .. ' ~: . :. .· '· :·:: ' :; i· ;:_ -.. ;·:~ ...•.. --· ~- :, /~: -~ f:;~.~-:-.···· :: 't,~:: ~ :_: \ §: 4 .·.:~'-". _" .. 

• ~ • . • j ·. • • : • ' .:. • ..~· • r •• • · . : .. . •· : ~ 



8 
( _ 

ORIGINAL 
1 Dece:nber 1944 

AUGUST 12, 1942 {Continued) 

of new air units for serTice aboard carriers was in 

progress and much carrier activity was noted 1n the 

Sasebo area, where the ZUIHO was associated with the 

Commander in Chief of the First Air Fleet, the 

HAYATAKA and RYUJO. 

A notebook captured ~rom the Commander of the 

Japanese Fourth Air Group gave some interesting infor

mation concerning the organization or the EleTenth · 

Air Fleet. This occasioned the following summary of 

the locations of many of the air groups within this 

organization: 

No. 218 

Three no originator despatches from 
Commander 1ST AIR FLEET (Serials 2891 291 1 · 

and 292) addressed 1ST AIR FLEE! and 
carrier plane groups. Call . ·~was· used 
collectivel.y along with CARDIVS l · ·· · ·-·· ) 
and 2 ~ · \ and may be C.ARDIV :; newly . 
established in col"\.nection with reorganlza
tion carrier divisions after Midway en-
gagement.(BEL 120630-TI) · 

It was noticed:· 

!he call .' has been unidentified. 
It appeared first about 16 July. In all 
but J despatches since that time it has 

265 
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AUGUST 12, 1942 (Cont1nued) 

No. 218 (Cont.) 

been an addressee along with CARDIVS 
1 and 2. In the other 3 despatchea 
known BB ships and division calli 
appeared. (3~ary, 130600, August,No. 21) 

1{o. 212 

Short gespatc~ from unidentified 
Y.an-of-war l. Serial 060 at 1100 
11th addressed ZUIHO • · ; and I 

; AIR UNI'r at Kanoya 
_ ) Info% Staff . Comm~ica tf_on 

Officer lST ·AIR FLEET .(?), _ ~ 
-Association o! .'UNI'I' with ZUIHO 
suggests it is being formed for service : 
aboard that ship. (BEL 120630-TI) 

It was obserYedc 

_!was belie?ed to be a sub in 
SUBDIV . .! (of SUBRON 5) but seems to 
be in error. i1s 1ST AIR FLEET. 
(Summary, 130600, August, No. 23) 

No. 220 

. Carrier activity Sasebo Area noted. 
zumo shown Sasebo Area by routing in
structions, with indications this carrier 
in company CINC 1ST AIR FLEET ( 1n SHOKA~, 
HAYATAKA and RYUJO. .' 
FORCE CO~L~iDER now at Kanoya Air Station 
associated with ZUIEJ may embark for 
operations. (COM 14 120854-TI) 

It was pointed out: · 

- -- - ---
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ORIGINAL 
l December 1944 

AUGUST 12, 1942 (Continued) 

No. 220 (Cont.) 

At 1720, August lOth, a unit of 
CARDIV 1 Staff concerned with medical 
matters, appeared aboard ZUIHO. The 

)unit is unidentified. 
{S~ary, 121400, August, No. 11) 

No . 221 

~okyo Military Stores Section 
addressed Kure Navy Yard, Kure Stores 
Section~ Info~ Chief of Staff Kure, 
1ST AIR FLEET . . :, Yokosu..\ta 
.Aircraft Section and ~HOK1LXU, ZUIKAKU, 
a4YAT~~, and HITAKA, indicating all 
four carriers ~robably in home waters 
on 12 August. {GT#638 OPNAV 122142-TI) 
(Summary, 1306001 .August1 No. 24) 

··. 
No. 222 

. . 
.· · .From captured notebook ~rom person 

· · .Lieutenant Commander (Shosa) Naonobu · . 
'rsusaki · (Comdr. FOURTH AIR GROUP) follow- .· 
. ing interesting ·points. ·. Entries presum-, 

.:. ably since nine April. Organization 
ELEVENTH AIR FLEE~~ . . · , · 

. . . 

. , · . AIRRON 21 consists .. KANOYA AIR GROUP . . 
· .with 27 fighters and 86 heavy 

bombers plus .TOKO AIR .GROUP with 

~· . .... 

·12 undescribed planes • 
. AIRRON 22 consists GENZAN and BIHORO 

AIR GROUPS with 27 each .heavy 
. · · ·: bombers. . , 

. AIRRON . 2) has TA.UO AIR GROUP with · ·· 
· 45 heavy. bombers and THIRD AIR .. · 

. . · .... · ·' GROUP with 45 fighters and 6 . 
· : ·. :: : . ....... observation. planes. ·· 

. . ~ . · .... 
• • 0 .. . . . ~ 

·.. . . 

' .. .. ·.·· . 
~ • .• . . 

.257 

' ·. 

. :. ~ . 

' . 

. ·tt·t· 'M+ 



-
( ORIGINAL 

l December 1944 · 

AUGUST 12, 1942. (Continued) 

· No . 222 (Con~.) 

AIRRON 24 includes CHITOSE AIR GRJUP 
with 27 heavy bombers plua FOUR
TEENTH AIR GROUP with. 12 uniden
tified planes and FIRST AIR GROUP 
with 27 heaT7 bombers. . -

AIRRON 25 embodies UINAN AIR GR8'UP 
With 45 f'ighters and 6 obserTation 
planes plus YOKO~ AIR GRJUP 
with 12 ·or. one and 6 of another 
undescribed types. _plus F•JURTH AIR 
GROUP with 36 heavy bombers. 

Separately listed were KANOYA, TAKAO, 
CHITC>SE, FOURTH, AND KISJ..RATU AIR GROUPS 
with co~ent after KANOYA •partly 96u, 
after FOURTH AIR GROUP •original unit~, 
after ·KISARATSU "type 1 other.s 96". 
Another portion lists SVENGOKU M.ARU as 
equipped 17 torpedo planes. Designation 
types listed apove derived from pres~ption 
meaning sui'i'ixed Roman letter F w1 th LO 1 
C, and J, whic~ presumed mean Heavy bomber~ 
f'ighter-s, and observation planes re_spec- · 
t1Tely. (BEL 1205)~DI) . . -- -

• - • • •• 0- • • • 

. . 

It was_ ren:arked: . 
. . -

. : 
-·-

.. 

· · - AIRRON 21 anuears -to be in the· D\J,teh 
East Indies-Ialay:Philippine .&rea. · 

. · JCANOYA AIR GROuP · a -opeared at Sa bang 
August 11 tb. • . -· · · ·· · - ~ . _. ·. . 

!OKO AIR GROUP to ·have .one part in 
the Andaman (Port Blair) ar.ea., August lOth 
and also appeared to have a part in the_ . 
Kiska area on August 6th. · . 

. · AIRRON -22 -appears divided -between . 
: . · · Ominato and Solomons areas_. · 

. GENZAN AIR GROUP appeared in Omin~to 
. area . August 6th. - . _ . ,, -_, . 

·•. : ·. ·-: . .. . 
. . . . . . 

. : : -.. . . ·.• ·. ... . · . 
.. ... : 

; .. 

.. _-: ':: -· 

·· ·"' 

. . .. . ,: . 

... 
. ; 

. . 

T 
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AUGUS! 12, 1942 (Continued) 

No .• 222 (Cont.) 

BIHORO AI~ GROUP appeared partly in 
Northern area August Jrd and also part 
in the Rabaul area Au~~st lOth. 

AIP~ON 23 appears 1n the Dutch East 
Indies-Ambon area with possible shifts to 
reinforce the Solomon area. 

TAKAO AIR GR-JUP appeared at Kendari 
on August 2nd and a section appeared to 
have departed Kendari August 2nd and 
arrived Sapang on August 5th. 

3RD AIR GRDUP appeared in the Dutch 
East Indies in May. 

AIF.ROU 24 appears . in the Marshall 
Island area with possible shifts to re-
inforce Solomon area. . . 

· CHITOSE AIR GROUP appeared in the 
Marshall Islands Augtlst 11th. 

14TH AIR GROUP ~ppears in the 
Gasma ta area.. A section was at tulagi 
August .3rd. 
. 1ST hlR GROUP appeared at Taroa 
(Marshall Is.) on AugUst 5th and appeared 
in Cape St. George area (s·outhern New 
Ireland) on ·August 9th. 

. . . AIRRON .25 appears in the New-Britain-
. -: Solo1:1-:::>n area • _ 
- TAIN.AN _AIR GROUP ap:yeared in the New 

day. 

~uinea area August 9th • 
. . · · YOKQ~,{A AIR GROvP appeared in the 
Solomons near ·Guadalcanal August 2nd. 

4TH AIR GROUP appears in Solomon area . 
~and was note4 as arriving_Vauakanau on · 
AU§Ust 8th. tSummaz:y_, _12.1.400, August, N·-'·50) 

. ; ;. . . ..... , .. .J,••· ···-· . . 
Several M~ru.s 'vere .noted in traffic: on ~his 

. . .. , . 

The KENRYU was ·en route from Rabaul to the 

259 
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AUGUS! 12, 1942 (Continued) 

.. • . 

·· Empire Tia !rulq the KAMOI was proceeding to !abaul 

from the llal"shall Island~ and another ~taru . .· · ' 

announced its arriTal at Rabaul on August 12 at 1300! · -~ . . : 

·: _No. 223 
-·. 

. •.· 

. . · .... · . 

: . . . . 
· . · .. J.asoeiation and tra!!ic heading• 

indicate KENRYU M.ARU · - f enroute 
.rrom Ra baul to Empire ·via truk. 
(COM 1..4 120902-TI) · .. 
_(Summary, 121400, ·August, . wo. 42) 

No. 224 ·. . . .. · 
. . . 

· · _·. Serial #220 
FROJ11 KE.Nll!O' W..RU ~ .. I Aug. · 1~/ (?) 

•communication Zon·e ehangeaa (13th -
. Leave Rabaul enter Palao, 18th, leave ··· 
Pa1ao enter Sasebo, 21st, leave Sasebo · 

·enter Yokosuka •. (BEL 121345-DI) ·.. . · · . .. · 

, It was stated: ·· 
. . -. 
' " ... , :,; . .. ·- . ':• 

. . . 
:· - ":, . 

.. -. . . . 
. ·· 

: !";. '• I• 

: . . 
. . 

.·.. .·. ': · 

. .. .. -~ . . 
. ·_: ·.: ·. :~ ,_ .... 

• .. 
. . . . . 

: . . ·i ··. ~ 
o 6 0 •

0

• o
0 

0 

: .. -~- . . 
. : - . ': . 

.. 
: .. ..... 

. . . . . ·. '.' : ': ... 

. ,.: !raftic ro~ting on 10 .August i~dicated 
. . • J;· 

·: ~ ... :: 
.... ;. : .:~ =: ::.? .. : '···.· this vessel at llabaul.. ·' .: · · . ·· ·. ·· · 

:. · ·. _.··_ (summary, 1306??.1 August~. lJo. 34) : . .. .... · .... · .. :.>/~ 
. : .· ·,. ~-; : ···.· .< · .. :<.: -~::-//· 

I • • • • "' • , , .;:.• • 

~ . . . ... . ~ 

• . I ~il~; --~·-· .. ·· ·--· :(.';:·;_: . . . . . -. , .. By associations· ~'IOI _ . 
· Iroceed to Rabau1 near .future.- · ' · 

•. . : ·. GT#630 OPNAV 121730-TI) . · ·. · . 
. . Summary, · 121400, ··August, !fo. · 31) .. ·' · . :: .. _.:;::_::·· ;:·. ·:: 

. ·.. ~ ; . .. 
·It wa~· c'o'~Emteda· ... ··. ·. ~: ·· · ·: , .:~ '·-- ·.- · .. _·:·:~~-~~ ;:f 

: .. ,... . . . . . . . . . -~ : : -. ..-._ .: .::·~ .: : . ~-·· .. 
· .... 

. . . , . . . 
. . .. · .: · · .. 

· · --. > · :·,. --·. _- . , -: --- . ';': ~: ·, Att:: : :,.~ 
....: ·.. ·. . ...... ·.: :· . ..: . .. . . :·. . ·.~ : '• '\ . . . . 

. . · ... . 
t .. • -. -- · : - - · ,_ : -'L_:: _:·_ ·: . --- , ; ~::':;~/~ i.: i.I·:~:!~ ., . 

.... . : ... · . . . 
• . . .. . . . .. . . . . . . . .... · ... 

. ' 
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ORIGINAL 
1 Dece~her 1944 

AUGUST 12. 1942 (Continued) 

Jo. 225. (Cont.) 

·· ~I reported arriTa1 ·at PYI 
(Imieji, Yarsnal1 I~lands), . at 1400, 

.. August llth. · : .· . · . .· ... · 
(SUDU:lar7, 1~14_00_, .Au~~t1 No. J _1) 

' . . 
}(o. 226, · .. > : · .. · 

.. · · . . 

·.· FRJlh .· !" (W..RU) #127 . Aug • 11 
~0: · ··. Staff Com.m. _Officer, "Rabaul • 

. : · .. · ·· Leaving port tomo.rrow · 
· (sometime between 1000 and 1300). 

(BEL 12042.3-DI) . . . . : . · : . .. 
. . 

It was declared: 
. · . ~ . 

. ; {MARU) wa:~ plac.ed by DF, ·on 

• 

August-·2nd, . at 04 ·w; 15~-30 E. ~here is 
no indication as -to the name of the port 

· .. · >re:rerred to here.· , ·.: · · . ·.. . · 
· ... . ·. ·(summary, 121-4001 .August, .:No. 40) . 

~ •• • • • •• • • • • • • It 

. •. < 

•' 

·.· " .... · . . . 
. : .. . . 
...... .. 

. , 
. . : • _=- :. ~ 

..... ':, :·· . · .. 
. . . 

' o • • . .... .. • ... 

0- : : ·. ~ . . , 
• • 0 • • • • • 

. • . . .• 't • : . ,• , . • ·. .. • • • · ' • . • ~· . •• • •• • .. ,o; '.. . ~ .. . ... . : . • . 

.-. . .. Jlo.-· 227 ··~··}~'. =.·~.::·:.:-~; .. ·<· ... · ... :-.~ .... . : ,~.: ~·.:: . ?.:·: ·· ·· .. · ·y · . . . · ,.>.) · 
: · · . · · .. ._..... · · · ·.·.:. :· · .. - · Aug 12/1.310 · · ·. ·. · · · · : · · 
. ··:. :.; ,;.- .. <. FROY~ . . . . i (1~0) . Serial #129 . · ... . · _. : ~ . :~ . .. _ ... ~ · .. -::. ~-. .-.... _:,:: 

· · · .. ·:_:: .. ::-:_ · .. ::.:·. ~~r~.;ec{ R~ba~· 1:3~o. ii · :- ·:_ · ... ...... ·: ... - . :· . .-;~ ·:· · .. .-:·~:::~· :-: 
. . . .... ~ .. ·: .. ;_.~ ~:.<· :·· .. ··. (:SEL ·. 121345-DI) . ·. . ·: · . · .· ·. . :. ·; ·. ::.>· .. : , .. · . .. 

. · · .. · . . .'_ - .. it was· ~~1e~t:~~ · ,· · · _ _ />:~ :_·: 
.. ·.; . .':. ·. :·:. · . .-.:. ·. · · :: . ~·-:. 1WtU · ~ : : ·~ i o~ ll. August reported . :·: · .. : .. ~·.:;.· ·),.:~.· ~ 
. · ·. · . .· .. : .. ·= .. ~- · by DI as · leaving a · port-12th between . : . .' .-: . _"<· ~ ~ .-·. ··< 
. ·. . ·. . ... · .. , .· . ·.1000-1300 • . ·.· . ·. . . . . ... •.. . . . .. /• •. . · .. · . . . 

. .. ·. · ... :· : ... ·:··. _: .. ~ .:L~. :f(s~a~y; ~ 130606{·~\igu~t, No.:·· SS) . . . . · ...... _.·,. .---:_:- __ :· 
: . · ... 1. . :. -~ ... ~ ~ :_~ · ~~-; · .:\.: . .. ~· ~~_. : ~-. ~· .. . :_: - -:, _:·.-~· .:· . . . • . .·. . ~ ... 

. - .• • - .··0 .~ ·.' ·:· ... . :·. :· . ,: . . .. . _:· . . ·. · . ·:, ., ..•. · :·· - , .~0·- ~_·: . .... · ... . . : · ~ .· -:. . . . . -: .. : . . .. , . . . . . -' .. ~. . -:. - ' . . 2. 71. . ' .. ··: 
. . .-... . ':·· . . ~: ·.::· : -:;... . =· . .. . .. . . . . . . . ·.. . . .. . . l ~ • • 

.. • • o• • • : · · ·. ·-·:. ••• • • • _: • • • .... . .. ·: - .: : .. ~.0 ':. . .. ~ - . ;·. :;. ···.. . ··: . . .:, : .. . .· ·: ,o~·-· • - r . 
. : . . . . . ·. . .. . . ~.~: .... ~_· : . ::·.·.· : . .. . . . , . . . ~. ... 

• • • • .. ........ • •• • • • • • • • .... •• -·~ • .• :. ••• • • _: . • • ••• ••• ~._ .··.--.· • • • • - •• .t . ~ • •• • 
.. • • ••• • • • • • 0 ... • • ' 0 • _ · • : - • 

• • .... : • • : • • - • : • 0 · : : • • • • .. • • • • • • • "'! . 
.. .. . . . . : . . :·.·. ~ ·::· ~- . . . .. \ . . . • ..... ,.., 

-.. 
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AUGUST 12, 1942 (Continued) 

Jaluit. 

No. 228 

FRO!~: 

~0 ' 
.INFO: 

' · · '· 
. ' .. ·. 

. . 
. · #894 11 Aug/1100 

: ~KAMIKAWA RARU Comdr) · 
.: 11TH Am FLEET) _ 
. J.IRON 11 Comdr) · . . 
1 COMBINED FLEET Chief' o! .. · .starr) · 
(Tokyo) . · . 

'. 

· !his ship at present loading (?) . 
(type of planes) 9 2 at Yokosuka 

and will depart (?) the 2.3rd •. 
Ship's cruiaing 1chedul.e {?) :fr<.?m Yoko·suka 
to RR- ( • ) · · _. - · · 
(GZ#2409 _ QPNAV _ 120.311-DI) 

· .. 
. ·It waa mentioned: 

-llR is Rabaul. . · . . 
. . {SUZilil:lary, ·1206001 August, No. 13) · ··· . . 

. . . . 
'No. 222 

FRC!h 
!0& 

· Serial #64 

' .· :": ·.~ : .. .~ .. 

6TH BASE FORCE : 
24TH AIRRON · 
11TH AIRRON : .. 

. "Arrived Jaluit~·-- 06~0 (or os0o) • > , ' __ ;:· ·'/f 
. . ... . . . ·. ~ . 

.. . . .. · 
272 · ... ; .. ··:: .~ _:: · 

. ; -~ . . 
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1 December 1944 

AUGUST 12, 1942 (Continued) 

No. 229 {Cont.) 

11th.• (BEL 121345-DI) 

It was noted: 

. _ I is a YARU in the 11TH AIR 
.FLEET. 
(Summary1 130600, August, No. 47) 

An unidentified ship was assigned to the Base 

Air Force under the control of the Eleventh Air Fleet. 

No. 230 

FROM: 
-ro z 

#732, 1700, August 8 
CO~INED FLEET) 

i 11TH AIR FLEET) 
· I AIRON 11) 

Unidentified) 
.. ... -- ·- - . - ' KAMIKAWA M.ARU) 

INFO 1 . - -- ..... ~i~ iiiii~ 

Tokyo NaTal General Sta!f) 

Effective 11 .Au~st, the ( · _ 
ship or ' unit) will be detached from SCREEN
ING FORCE and attached to the Base AIR 
FORCE. (GZ#2429 OPNAV 122242-DI) 
(s~~ary, 130600, ,August, No. 32) 

The KO!iASAKI, · formerly at Truk about August 5, 
. . 

was n~t associated with Yokosuka NaTy Yard, which 

suggested that arrange!llentS for docking this ship · ·· 

'· 

--273 . 
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1 December 1944 

AUGUST 12, 1942 {Continued) 

were beirig made. A fleet auxiliary Tessel 

was associated v;ith the Tokyo Repair Bureau,· possi

bly -because of damage receiTed in the New Britain 

area. · 

No. 231 
• 

KOUASAKI ·was included as 
Info Addr~ssee -along - w1th Chief of Starr 
Yokosuka :and Yokosuka Stores 
address - . j.n desnatch from Chief . 
or Staff 4~H FLEET . . . .at 10.30/llth~ 
Serial 5.38 to Yokosuka Navy· Yard · . ,'. 
which suggests arrange~ents for ,doeking 
KJY~SAKI. (BEL 120650-TI) 

It was observed: 

The KOMASP~I arriTed in -Truk Harbor 
about 0615/5 August. 

· ·· =. ( Sum::1ary, 1.3 0 6~0 1 August 1 . 'll o • 2 0) 
' 

No. 232 ' .· .. 
· Fleet ·auxiliary . t po ssibly 

damaged in New Britain Area is associated 
· wi th Tokyo Repair Bureau. 
- (COM 14 122144-TI) . . · . .- : .. 

_·. It was pointed out: 
.: . - . 

· · Little is known· or ·the Fleet 
··Auxiliary except that 1 t has been 

associated with CINC 8TH FLEET and 
believed in Rabaul Area · about 26 July. 

- (S~ary, 1.306001 August, No. 89) 

.· 

. . . .... 

·-. ' . .. 
' . 

. . . t -~ 
. . 
: • .f 

. . 

• . . 

:~4 .• . ..... . , ~. 

. _..:-;. ~ 
. ·_:;_ 
. .. .. . :.; 

.. . . . ~~;. 

.. . . .. , 
·\_· ·_:._>'?.. 
·. -. ~~;~f 
. ':f:; 
.. ... ·-.. 

. .•... 
.. .. ·· ~~~ 

: . . ·. :~·: .. 
·; "!". 

. .. . ~ ·' ·-· ; . J" l - ·;· 
. . ·i: 

·. ·;_:-:\~ 
• ·.!." :. 

·-· ·.' : . . .. ~ -· . . :· .. 
. . ~ 

274 
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AUGUST l2a 1942 (Continued) 
I 

· · A convoy of two tankers, a Maru, and an escort 

unit ~ere en route to Rabaul Tia Palao and TML~, and 

·. a rendezvous with so~e unidentified units was arrun ged 

in the Palao area for fueling purposes. 

N ; . 233 

rro. 

FRO~t 
'rO a 
1170& 

SATA) !497 Aug. 9 
4TH FLEET 
8TII FLEET 
8Trl BASE. FORCE, Rabaul) 
4~H BASE FGRCE, Truk) 

Sketchy translation, ~because this 
vessel will enter !ruk (859511) at 1000-
1300 on , request escort be pro-
Tided •" (BEL 120631-DI) . ' 

. It was remarked: 

. ! convoy_ap9ar~ntly composed of 
tankers SATA .: and ;, the 
A~~ MJ~U (appeared to be a transport 
involved 1n the occupation of Guadalcana~ 
plus escort unit . \ appears to be 
enroute to Rabaul via Palao and Truk. 
CRUDIV 6 appears to be CJVering convoys 

. when they enter Kavieng-Rabaul Area. 
(Su:n.mary, 121400, August, No. 36) 

234 

FROlir 
TO s 

. ' 

__ _ - .r..:. _
1 

(SATA) #501 Aug. ll 
1 (unidentified) 

- -------- ·--·--

.· 

. . .. . 

,. . . 
'-

!· • . .. . : 

. : ;. 
. .. 
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-ORIGINAL 
,,-.... 1 December 1944 

. .AUGUST 12:~ 1942 .. ( Co~tinued)_·_ ··: . ~- '··· 
.~ 

. . ~ . ... ': .·. .. .. ; · . 

•• • p • • 

• • ~ c • 
• ~ 0 • •. , • 

• • • · ,;. : ;: : • • • • 9 

. - . -"C4TH . FLEET) .. 
· · ~ .. ', (unidentified) 

. ... ·.. . . . . .•. 

. .. 

• • ,1• • · -:· .. : : ·: ." •A. t. · · . · ( tim·e) rende:vous ~1 th 
·. · . . · · · · ·(35163) at 08 North1 and. 137-31 

. . :. East.• (BEL ' 120631-DI) ·~.' ::· .·· . ··. 
. .. - .. .. . . 

~;·: .'·~· .::·./ .: .·. ( > it :.;~~: . ·~\-a ~~d:;: ·":: -~ : .: . :' . . . 
. : . 

o -' ') I o 

~ ·. 

•· .. . "':' • ;.':., .· 
.. , 

"·· 0 
.... 

..... ,• • .. •. This rend~zvou~ is in . the Palao 
.Area. ·· · _ · · . ...... 

. : ·· ·(~ummary, 1214qo, .August,- )to. .38) · . 
1 

. 
· ... ,_ , . 

. - . '. 
.. , ~ .. ·· .. . ; ... · : 

No.· 235 .. 
-· .. · . . 

• .. . . ;. ··.-.· · . .. 
• • ~ 0 •• 

. . 
; . ~ ·. ·-: . . ~ . . . 

' ~ . . . . . 

· Tanker SATA 'indica ted 1ri · Truk .!rea. 
·(COM U .' 120902-TI) .. · . . ·· ·.· . . · · .. . . :· ... -. . :- ·. ~- - . .. . .. .·• . . . - , · .. .. , .. ·. .. . . . . .. . 

· · · · ·- It was ·commenteq: · · ;,- ·. ·: · ·. ·. ·.. . · ·. · · · ·. -;- .... .'. ,: 
:· -· . . . . . . . • . . . . .. . :.~ . .. · ... --: ··· ~-~ i···.:..::. '." ·.- . . ,, .' .. . ..... . ·::· ·.:.· ·. ~'·; · .. < 

·· ~· · .. :::·:_. ..... ·sATJ. renorted antic1pated ·arrival · · : ~· .. -~; ·.··· :- · 
:: ~·-.. ~· · .. at ·'l'ruk. ·.;(see· at?ove ite~) .• . , · .. · . .. ; ·· · .... , ;·· . . , ... : .. ·.- ·-:-. _..: .. y:, 

. 
. : 

. -. ~· .: _ : .: ~- (slllll!lUry~ 121400, August.; No .. ~7) ··;.._ ·. ·. . :. :.,_-.. ·.: : ; · .. -;= .:. 

. : . ; :: . : -. F~·: ': ;;~: .~~_'[: ~::':~t"H~Y -~ ~ i;f;' :; : ;: ::: /'_ :,,·: ) .. ?:. ; I ~- .~ -' .· : .~ . ~ ':--: ·,_ 
: • : • • • •• • • • • • • • •• • :~ .~ .. • : . ~ _ • • •• ••• _. .: r .,· • f!076 Aug •. ·10/0630 ... l . -.· ,.:~ ... · . . :.,..- ·· .. · . 
. · :. · ~. : .. :· :-: · . ". ~··· . :.·;:·- FROM:. .. . . . ,. ;{Surface Ship of . ~~1 ~-on : . :< : .. · .: . .. 

. . . · ~ · · · .: · ·· · ·.: · ,. · .. · .• Escort ·Duty) · · · · ::: · ··· ·. · · . . · · · ' 
.::-,. _.' .· _; .... _.. ~.~ .~ ··· ·-:'_. ~- _·. ·:'~DESDIV 15) ... .. . . · . . -~·, :.:_ .:_· < :;_ . 

. . . ,' .--, .;'·: .· ·.:_ ... _<· .· ·, ~:~-·. !- ?~ ·· ):· :;: ..... ~;:,/~/. ·· .:·' .···· ... .. . .. ·. <.~·<:·.:.- : 
. :.: · -'~ ·.- .-~~; _ ,·: < ·.· .. · : ... INFO i . - · \ ~as.e ~r~~c,~ :-f4 ·~t ·Truk)_ ,.-.. _-:·:-~/~·. \.: .. :: ~::. ::\ · .. 

--.·;··: . _ .... .. :-:::· .... ·.: '1 ~~-· .!:;:." .. ~ ···.· ·;:· .. · .. . ·. ·.t" · .. · - ~ · . .. ·-. : ...... - :_~ . :- =' :_ . ... .... _,. __ -· .. _. ·: .· · : .·· .::::.·· 

• .... : · ... ·, .. ': • ·. :- ~ .. .._-: ·=~'· ~- · ... :_ Heading ·ror P! (Trllk) • .. Will arrive : '·• ·•: .. , .. : . .. ~.· 
·• . . ·:· .·. ~- .'. · ··.· .··. ~ 0800 ·:( \ ..;. date ·bety;een ~lth ar.d 1 6th :.: : . .. . >.v:. ··.- ~ 

. · .. ·:>:.:.> )·<· _-j~· ·: ,:·_(G~?4~4 ... O~NAl{ 12294?~PI .· '>···:·· · .. · .:~~ ~: ~~~-' ~;.· ~<:. _.:-~ >:; . 

---~·-"' .... ~ •":.':.'":·-. . .. . - --- -

... 
~ .. 

• • I.. • 

-.. _<"~ ......... 27~· :·:.·;_·. ': 

! .. ( 
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.AUGuST 1~. i942 .(Continued) :· . 
.···. ·. ··";\ 

. . . .. .. · .... •. \ .· . " .. ' .. ...... ' 
-· .-:~ · 

. . 
. ·., .,.. .. .. ···. '··. 

... .. . ~ 
., ':'-- .. · ·.' ::: . 

. lfo. 236 (cont~) ... : ~ · .. · 

. . 

.. . . 
. : ·:, . It .. li&CJ ·declared: . - ~- .. , ... : ..... :. _!:·:;>"·- ~ ·::; ·· . . _, . 

~. · -·.. ... . I see~ . ··to .-be ·p~rt or the -. t . · ~ '.· · . : ~. ·::--:~ 

. .. ... .. . _ 

·_. "" ;_ ESCORt FORCE taking the 1'ankera ~AU .and . . , . 
!and the AZU"H YARU to ·R&baul. < . · •.-., .. -~· 

. · .(summa·~y, 130~901 .~ugua_t, .l_fo·~ ,.42) : ··· · . : .· ~·- :· .-·:.:::, = ·~, 

:- .~-:~ : :. .. ~.}~.·~ .. :~>~;:-... :.: .·.;:: :>: :_.· .. ~~· :~ <>·:~~~:- -.' • :. ;· ·'_.; 2:!.-':~~; .. -:.-~.·.::· · r ., .· ~· - .···~· .-.. ' ·£· ·' • 

·; · .~· .. :.!he enemY' _was concentrating submarine strength 
.. . . •·· · ... : r . . . ·.· -;:~- · ':,~· . • : · - . 

in ·.the Solomons at. 'this time~ :~<ina •ubt~der wai . -~~-- ,·· .· .. 
: :I 

. .-:· ·-
,. ' . . 

··( .. , .... : ·. .. . .. -
. ; .. ~ .. ·. 

, .. 

· .. . 

.. ··., . - . . . .... . -~ 

-·~ 0 0 

. .. ,. .... -.... . 
-: '. : · -· •. . .· . .... ... ·-., . : . :.. . .. :: - . : ~ ~ .. -0 .·.·.,..· .. ··· . .· _, ·- "., 

·. 

. . ' . •. ., .··.: . :· ·: . . ::. 

·: ) . · : .. • u. : ""1'l 
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l December 1944 

AUGUST 12, 1942 (Co?tinued) 

units in the Solomons area probably indicated subma- . 

rine contacts with the All~ed Forces. 
0 .. 

No. 239 

Several urgent despatches out of 
Hew Bri ta1n-5olomons Area beginning at 
1400 (-9). Relayed to Forces that area 
by Rabaul, - probably submarine contacts 
with our Forces. Also ·high priority 
possible intelligence re~orts giTen wide 
distribution, traffic this area dimin
ished otherwise. 
(COM 14 122146-!I) . 
(Su.."ll!la ry, 1.30600, August~ No. 5S) 

No. 240 

At 09301 on 12 August, Fleet Unit 
:addressed URGENT _to Subs and Air, 

information COMCRUDIV 6 and Commander · 
1ST PATROL FORCE . .J, placing 1ST 
PATROL FORCE tn New Britain Area. 

· {COM 14 122146-TI) .· ·· 
. .· 
It was mentioned: · .. 

. . . .J doubt.fully identif'ied as a .. 
submarine in SUBDIV }.. The ·identity 
of' . . ;is uncertain, but on l August 

· .· believed to be a DD in DESDIV 29 (last 
· noted 31 July at Tulagi). · · . 

(S~ary, 1306001 August, ·No. 81) · 

· . .... 

... • ... .: 
. . : . . 

.. . .. ~ 

..; 

. . .. . . 
• ,_:: :-! 

~ . . . • ·.i.-
: . --~~ 

.. . . -i ~ .... . -.. 4-. . 
' .. - . ~ 

. -:. . .. :,; . ..... 
• ·7:-

· .. · · .. ·.. .·"' : . . ··: . . · 
:. · '-. . -. -

-. . ·-~ ·.-.· 
.. :· 

... ·-
l - •, 

' ; ,.-! 
. . ·._ ~· ~~ 

-- . . -· . 
-Submarine Squadron Six w~s associated with ' 

. .. . .. -' -. 

0 • 

. - - . .. ~·- . . . ~ 
the Chief of Staff of the Southern Exoedi tionary · ·. · · .. · ·. · 

: : .. _ ·. . . . - - . . .. . -: ~= _ .. -,-_. .. \ : :_;; 
0 0 

··---·- - --

.·· . ~ .. 

· ·- .... · - ... 
· .. . ·: .... ... .. · ~ - . .. 

.·. '~- : . .. -. . .. . -- ~ 

. - . - ._ : 
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·- . -- -. 
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ORIGINAL 
1 December 1944 

. . 
AUGUST 12, 19.42 (Continued) ·. 

•. • • I • ,. 

· Fleet, -· :!"hich pointed to coope:ra_tiTe . action 1n the : . . · · • .. 
• • < 0 • : •• ·:,. •• •• • 

tuture ~- th~se organi~ations. 

No. 241 · 

·Ambon . _ ·1 Included COUSUBRON 6_ . 
. . . } as Info addressee o! despatch _ 

.. --to Chief' of' Stat! SOUTHERN EXPEDitiONARY 
· . .' FLEE~ · - )on 12th • . fimor · · __ J 

does likewise in message to Ambon. 
(GT#636 OPNAV '122127-TI) 
(Summar71 130600, ~ugust; Wo. 61) 

0 • • • 0 

. . .. 

·:·-... : .. 
,; . 
. . 

' .. " ~ . 

--· .. 
: . . 

-...· .. . 
0 0. • • 0 . .. . . 

0 - ~· • 

· A submarine of' Submarine Squadron !hre·e gave : :·_-: -.. 

notice tha.t .it was about to ~nter !rrUk, and· another - .;·_··~: 
. . . . . . • .. · 

• 0 ••• · ,. ·.· 

submarine • . ! was thought to 'be -en rout~ ~0 'the · -.l~:..; . ..,; 
• 0 • • • 0 • • 

.. . · :· ·. . . ..-.. 0: : same place !rom Jaluit. , 

0 . :. - ·'. 

...... - 4 . 

.. : 
. .. •. . ·. ,·. 

· . - No. 242 .:_. - ._:= ,_- .. .. _ ~ ._.. ,_·. · .. -~~-.. -~ 
, ,r ..... : • .•.• ... • •• · '1· 

. :' . . . ,· . . .·~:. . .. .. · .. :: _· . .- ·; ; · . :.· 
· · :~· ;.-·: .. · ~ruk Harbor-Master \·addressed . · :· ·: ·· .-. .- ,_· -

· subma:toine unit' . ' in despatch at 1540, _::.: .• ·:~_.; .~-~-
. llth, serial 396, ' informat;i.on Chie! o! · · . . . . · ·--·~ .: i . . 
-Staff 4TH FLEET • ! and SU!f:t' Co~1.- .. -·· .. :._ :·~_-::; 
cation Officer TRUK BASE FORCE \ ·_ .·· .· :· ;- . ·. 

-- ' . which suggests ·arrangements for ' unit ~--- . r· <".:,..:· _ ;_~ 
.- " ·: · _: . · to enter. -Truk. .,(BEL 120640-TI) .. - . ,.-·- -- · · .. -· : 

• • • • • • • • 0 • • • .. • • : .,. • 

· .. : : .... . :... ..... ... .. ·· . .. .. ·· .. ·. ' 
· . · -. .-.':' It wa·s noted· · ::.'.'· .: · _ .: .- · .:· ·. ~.-.. ·. -... · · · .. ·· ,., 

• • 0 0 : • • :" '-: • -· • • • • • - • • • .. • • • • .. • .. : . .. _.. .. • • ' • • .: : . • • ..' ' 'I .;·. i :-- .. . .. . . . 
. . · ·_- . :-· :· Thls.-al~o ~oted · by .COM 14· · ' · . . · · · ··< ·;·· 
· · · _(Suinmazy,· l306oo~ August, Bo • . 95) , . - · _.· . .-.· .·- ; .··~- :,· 

• • • 0 •• • '"1> 

. .. . .. ; . . . . . ..: . ~ 
. .. . · :. ,, .. .. . .. . .• .. . \ . :: " . .. ~ ... . · '. . . -.· .. - . . ·. . - ·-' . ~ ... ~ :.,_: . . . . . .... . . . •.: ·,-: ·. •,: ·_.· :.;,· ·-~ : _ -: · :-' : · ,.-_ -~·--.... ~::>. -: . _:;·: . :'·:·-.. , c .(, 2.;·7-. 9 .. _-.-~ :,: .. 

. <"'• . . . . .. - . '· .. .,; .. . ':" ·. . 0 .. • • .... •• • • - • - :. '..: -~ 
• .-:. • 0 • • 0 • 

.. .... . • , • •• • "' • • 1 . ._ ..... • • ., : ..... ~ . ;:·- ~_:_.:_ •• • ·.·-_ - ~, •••• , • : · 

• • • - : · •• ·.. • • .. . 0 

• • • • ••• 0 ' • · .·: •• 0. - • .. . 

• • 0 • 

"· . . 

.-
0 • 0 • . . . 

0 • • • , ~ 0 • • .. .'I.: . . ; ., ' • 

------
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1 Dec~mber 1944 

.AUGUST 12, 1942 (Continued) 

No. 243 

Indications that , j Flagship 
SUBDIV Jof SUBRON 3 will soon 
enter Truk Harbor since· this .Tessel 
addressed by Truk Harbor-master. 
(COM 14 122138-TI) · 
{Summary, 1306Q01 ~ugust, No. -_ 9.4) 

lf,J. 244 

Sub unit ! probably enroute 
from Jaluit to Truk. 
{COM 14 120710-~I) ' . ·; 

· · It was noticedJ . _ . ·,_ 
. . 

. Submarine unit ! serial 266 
Aug 9. _ •Will depar~ PQ (Kwajalein) at 
1500. On 12th at will be 20 
miles (about) North of and will 
arrive PT (Truk) at 1900 on 13th.• . 
(s~ary, 121400, August, ~o. 27) 

.· 
. ·.: .. . : '" 

. · ... 
· - An. oper~tional ·order to· Submarine Squadrons · .. .. · __ :· . 

. · . ... . . . . · . .. 

Three and Seven directed one of their units to patro~ . 

a certain location very close ·to BougainTille. 

No. 245 

FROMl 
~0 J 

. . . .August 12 
.!- fRabaul Radio) #(?) 0700 
~ SUBRON 7) . · 

- .! SUBDIV of' SUBRON 3) 

. . . 

. .. 
• • • • • 0 

' 

.. 

280 
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AUGUST 12, 1942 (Continued) 

No, 2.45 (Cont.) 

Mostly unreadable, but paragra~h #2 
directs some submarine unit to proceed 
t~ RXF (PaTUvu Islands (?) and says 
something about •on the line Banika 
Island Island and Island." 
(BEL . 1~1345-DI) 

It was observed: 

.·RXF is· unplaced bUt believed .. ery 
close to Bougainville. Ban1ka Island 

·is appro~imately 25 miles northwest or 
northwestern end Guadalcanal. · 
(S~ary, 130600, August, No. 97) · 

. . 
Ueanwhile, Allied submarines reported torpedo 

attacks ·carried out against Japanese merchantmen. 

Wo . 246 

. · FRO!!& 
TO . & 

f ::. 

• order I 

. . - ..t·· .1(?)-;. Au-gust ,.12. 
! .. . . . . 

I . - . . . 
I , , , 1 

i . 
·: . z . 

· ·~oday~· at - · · (time), .posi ti.o~ · 
33-30, Long1 tude , , ·.one ship suffered 
a torpedo attack; ~earch is to be carried 

· . out by the DEFENSE FORCE and air- . 
craft of' the Air Un1 t. • :·. · 

· ... (BEL . 121345-DI) . 
. . .. . . 

· . ·· It was pointe~ out:· . · 

. . 
. , . •. ··· . . -: . . ·... .· .. . . ... :·: 

. · .. ---- .. , . 

{ . 

.. -
. ' 

~ . , . 

. .. 

. ·. 

• 

- .· . . 

. · .. 
. . •.. · . . 

: . · . . 

I • ., 281 ' . . '· . 
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ORIGINAL 
1 December 1944 . 

AUGUST 12, 1942 (Con~1nued) 

No. 246 (Cont.) 

~ ('tokyo Addres1) • !he three 
action addressees are be1ieTed to be Air 
activities, i being tentatively 
identified as an Air Station 1n the I!e 
Bay Area. 
{Summary, 130600, August, No. 31) 

Ro. 247 

FROM: Serial #177 
TO 1 TOKYO INTELLIGENCE 

Chief o! Staff - ·Kure 
Chief o! Staff - Yokosuka 

•Although received torpedo attack 
today at 1230 {3 torpedoes) posits . 
sustained no damage and am proceeding 
to Kure.• (BEL 121345-DI) 

It waa remarked1 

I {UARU) by !I was placed in 
the Ra baul Area on 23 July. 
{Summary, 130690, Ho. 33A August) 

• l~ 

Unfortunately, one ot the American 1ubmarines 

was diacoTered and sunk, it the tollow~g dispatch 

is accurates 

l1o. 24!~ 

FROU: 

~0 & 

.· 

. #? Aug.l2/ll30 
i {8TH BASE FORCE - . Ship 

1n Comdr.} 
. (8TH BASE FORCE, Rabaul-

Comdr.) . 

282 
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AUGUST 12, 1942 {Continued) 

No. 248 (Cont.) 

INFO: · 

ORIGINAL 
1 December 1944 

:· ~?) . . 
•.. 1 OUTER SOUnl SEAS FORCE) 

·, Rabaul Address) · 

Believe sank enemy submarine - - - -
- ~ (Something about number of depth 

· _charges dropped, etc.). Location: .. 
· Bearing 0 , distant . miles .from · ' 

Cape Saint George. · · . · . 
(G~12425 OPNAV 122045-DI) 
(Summary, 1306001 August, No. 74) 

~he Bulletin of the Commander ·1n Chief or ·the 

Paeifj.e Fleet for .August 12·, 19421 read as follows: 

No. 249 

. FROM: · CINCPAC (NERK) 120159 AUGUST 12 1942 
· · TO · 1 COMINCH 

COMNAVEU ·. ·. 
·· · OPNAV .. · 

.. . . . 

NCR . il52~ :·._ ·.· _.: .... · •. ~ · .. BULLETIN N0.-149 • . . 
. . . . 

• • • ~· • •• t • - • 

-•:.. 
· ..... ~ 

... 

· . 

. ·.· · VIA NSS FOR CO!IINCH CO~AVEU .AND OPNAV. .·· . . :- .. ~ 
. . - ·.: 

149 FROM CINCPAC . 
. . . . 

- ~ •• DESDIV 17 IN '.tRUK AREA ENROUTE RABAUL • 
. AIR REI!\TFORCEi.!.ENTS MOVING FRO?rr JAPAN TO · · 

. RABAUL. KAMIK.AWA Mlt.RU ENROUTE NEW BRITAIN . 
·. .' · . AREA. KENJO MARU IN VICINITY RANGOON. . . 

. . . · CRUDIV 6 ·IN VICINITY KAVIENG REFUELING. 

. . UNITS OF SUBRON 3 APPROACHIN'G ~RU!< FROM 
. · SOUT~ • . ~UB POSITIONS BY D/F. ,: ALL SOUTH. 

I : 

·'· . . 
: .. . 

283 
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1 December 19.44 

.AUGUST 12, 1942 (Continued) 

No, 242 (Cont.) 

· AND EAST. 8 AND. 164. 13 AND 164. 7 AND 
171. 9 AND l.61. KAGU .M.ARU (XAV) BELIEVE 
IN Am30N .AF_EA ENROUTE RABAUL BEING Es
CORTED BY CRUD IV 7 AND DESTROYER UNITS. 

. THIS MSG DELAYED DUE !0 STCS 

• 

• I 

·~ 

284 
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ORIGINAL 
1 December 

:· . ... 
. ·. '· .. · 

AUGUST 1,3, 1942 
.· .. ' 

. .;: -

• traffic .analysis revealed that the call .. 1gn ': .·· .-. : :· 

which had previously been -identified as t~at of the 
. . 

. . 
. . . .. .. . -~ .. . - : 

Commander of the E1eTenth Air Fleet was now ·assi~ed · .. ·-·.·. 
- - . ~ 

to the Commander of the Southeastern Area Force." · · > ·,. _ _. .. ·: 
: ._:~. ·. :·.-i_': 

!hi• meant · that he would. super~ede the Eighth Base · ·.: : ;·· -.:~--
: . . 

Force Commander. 

No. 250 

. ' ... . . , 
. ·-- . 

. . . . 
. 11tH AIR FLEET Commander! Serial 357 

fits a blank number in 8TH BASE FORCE 
Series. (COM 14 130918-TI) 
(Summary, 131400, August, No. '30) 

No. 251 
. . . 

I ·_.. f J .· 

·. -: -
. ' .,. 

. . 
.. :: . ·~ :. ~ ~--

· ·.·Consecutive Code Serial Numbers show .. ·. ·. ·. ·., . · .. 
enciph~red .Commander SOUTHEASTERN AREA · ·,·. · 

· · FORCE : and . ,· . · ·· : __ ,_.:~ > -~ - · 
. _ . _ ~ to be synonomouS: . .. -- .. ihas .· •. .. . · _ .. . _-- ... : 
previously been identified as Commander. -·' . . · .. .--: ~ ·· ·-'·.·-: 

. llTH AIR FLEET. (BEL '131015-TI) · ·. -. · .. · ·.· · .. ·.. · · · :. · · >,. : 
. {Summary, 1.4060_0, August, ~-~· 8~) _.~ ; :· : · _ ~ · · . . - - ,.~. ' 

. : .· .. ·.· .-.. 

No . 252 .. . . 
. . · · Some indication is seen ~hat l.lTH . .· 

AIR FLEET CoiD!I!ander may have superseded · ··_ · ·. 
· ... gTH. BASE FORCE in "R" Area. Com:nanQer . 

by a~pearance · or enciphered SOUTHEASTERN 
. AREA FORCE Cor:u1ander on August lOth . 

· . shortly after arrival of l.lTH AIR FLEE! ·. · .. · 
. Commande~ in Raba~ Area and subsequent · : . 

- ·. • .• . • + . •• .-

: .. . ·. 

. . - . :_ . .. ~ . 

: - .. -•.. ~ 
. . -. :.· . ~. . •; . . 

·. ' 
. ·. 
· . . • ·' 

: .. . : , .... 
.. 

... . ·. · 
- . t: ~ . . 

-. . . . 

., .·_-

. . . . 
. . . "" . 

. ... .. 28S: 
.. 

v . . 

. t .. . . 
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ORIGINAL 
1 December 1944 

I 

AUGUST 13. 1942 (Continued) 

•. 

No. 252 (Cont.) 

handling of traffic from 8TH BASE FORCE 
Commander. (COM 14 130916-TI) 
(Summary, 131400, August, No. 31) 

' ·-
Suspicion that the Commander in Chief of the 

Second Fleet had been at Rabaul was removed by the 

follow~g comments a 

,., .• 

. ·, 

No. 25) 

No eTidene.e substantiate CINC 2ND 
being Rabaul and considered most unlikely 
due presence CINC 11TH AIR FLEET. 
(BEL 130423-DI) 
{Summary, 130600, August, No. 63) 

No. 254 

'· . 
. . 

0 • • ~ 

: .. ·. r · 

: • ... · ~ 
:· ...... ~ 

. . . ~ : ! ... :·. Nothing noted seen 1n traffic here . . . 
.. _. to warrant CO!Il!Ilen t on Viashington' s sus pi- : ~ . . : .. , ·., , ; 

cion of Commander 2ND FLEET visit to .. _.: .:: 
. South on llth. · (cmt 1.4. 130916-Tt) :··'.-.~~;. 

·. 
· It was commenteds · 

BEL also stated on 13 August, ~No 
evidence to substantiate Cine 2ND being 
Rabaul and considered most unlikely due 
presence cillc 11TH AIR FLEET". · 
{Summary, 1314001 August, -No. 24) . · 

.· .... 

· ..... :.. . .. , · .. 

. -· 
... :-... 

' . 

I • 

.. . """: 

·. 

··' 
. ~ . ::,. 

0 • · • ..-; ,, .. 
' t.:• " . 

.. . " ""';.• ·-
. .... :~:: . ; .. . .. 

. .. '" ... 
286. ·: . ~-·: 
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ORIGINAL 
1 Decem bel" ~ 9;2 

.· AUGUST 13. 1942 (Continued) 
• · · ::· .. · . · ..;·..i;,· 

. . : .. .. -.. ~~;~~ 
A lengthy dispateh 1n a special eipher from , :: ;· . _:-~::..:::_ 

. ~ • • •. (.i • 

the NaTal General Stat! to the Commander ·in Chief o·i 
. . .. . 

f ~"'-

.. .. - ~~ ;~·_; .. 

) ~~ - 'i~:{ - '. 

the Combined Fleet attracted attention at -this time. . .. : .-: . .. ... . -:"' ; 
-· . - -· . . .,_ ._ .. - ... . 

Ho. 255 . . : )i.~ 
_ Naval General Staff at 212S/13 August - · · ··· · -~:::; .... : ·: -~·~:r 

originated lengthy despatch 1n special -.. ... ';:;: 
.. cipher to QINC COMBINED , . h IntoJ ·. · ' ·._.-,-

CINCs ~ND _; 1ST AIR _ _ _. \:~ 8TH ·.· : .,: .. :· 
FLEET ~ _ ll.TH AIR . . _ . · and ·. · : ~_-:~ 
SUB FOR i ~ (GT#65l .OPNAV 13232.2-TI) . · _ ... - -
(Summary, 140600, August, No. 2) - · __ .: . ·--~-~ 

The Commander of the First Landing Force or 

the Ari!ly was obserred to be at Palao. 

Wo. 256 ·_ .-· 

. . · Routing end association indicate 
.. ·-Commander 1ST LANDING FORCE (Ar!ny) at 

. :_. Palao. (BEL 131015.;.TI) . -: · 

• 0 • .. -~---. . .. . ~ . 
. . -... · .. -; :;.;..:.· 

" L • .. .-- .· ... _ 
~ - .... . . .. ~-;. .. . . .... 

: . .. .. ~ -
• . • ... I \ -,, 

. • · . • i.' :..·· ... 

. · . (Sllml!lary, 1.40600, August, -Jro. ~6) -- . 
-- - . ·• · .. :r..: 

. • i . . • - - . .. . :- - . .. .. ·- . - • - •.. -- . • . • ~.·:. ~<-~\t 
Cruiser Di Tis ion Seven, accompanied by · . · ·. : ·· ······ ~ ~~--

.. . -. . - . ·. . :_ _ ·. . . . .. .. :·· -~ .. , ;-
Destroyer -Squadron Three continued 1 ts journey eas~ _ _--· :._-~ 

. . : . . . . -· . . . ·_. -- ;...· :.::,~...;-';. 
ward toward Rabaul. · The headings of several dis- · : : -~: . · · . ~~--

. . . . . . . . . . ·.-· .. :: .· ~ - ... 

p~tch~s_ .1nd1c~ted that these units -were in, .6r pro~ __ . · :_ :.-: ·· . : ~ 
• _. o • • I ..-

ce_eding to, the Bal~pap~n area. There se~med to · ·:_ .-· .-... ~ --~~~ 
... ·. -. · . . . ... 

; ... ..:" . 

·. - . 

.. .. ... ., 
. .. :. _ .. . -~ .. 

.. -
. ·- ·. ;. . ' • 1 • :. _,.. 

. . : 
.- - . ·287 ··- : ·-· 
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ORIGINAL 
1 December 1944 

AUGUST 13, 1942 (Continued) 

be an extra ship operating with Cruiser DiTision 

Seven~ but it remained unidentified. 

No . 257 

Jfo. 258 

COMCRUDIV 7 Starr Communication 
Officer, DESRON 3 : _ . and Staf! 
Communica tion Officer 3RD FLEEr 
were action addressees in Serial-647 at· 
l710/l2th !rom Unidentified · _· · 
in which Communication Officers Balik
papan BASE FORCE and Unidentified -

- .were Info Addressees.· ·Ass6cia
tions in these despatch beadings suggest 

·t h at CO!JCRUDIV 7 and possibly COMDESRON 3 
. are in,· or proceeding to, Balikpapan .· · ·· 

. : .~ Area. (BEL 130759-TI) . · · · =·· · . - . 

.· · · . .. . (Sucmary, JA.O~OO, August, No_. 69) · 
J 

. -. . . 

.No. 259 . ~ . 

.· Additional confirmation of C:RUDIV . 
7' s loca t .ion is seen in despatch fr-::>c . 

·- : . SCO BASE FORCE at Balikpapan - to 
SCO CRUDIV -7 at 1540/12. 
(COM l4 130916-T;) ".· . · . . 

- . I "' . . .. 
It wa s declared: 

. . 

·' 

. 288. 
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ORIGINAL 
1 December 1944 

AUGUS! 13, 1942 (Continued) 

lfo. 259 (Cont.) , 

~his despatch previously reported in 
RI Summary 130600/Q August~ page 21, item 
71. SCO is belieTed to mean Staff Commu
nication Officer. 
(Summary, 13~00~ August~ Wo. 39) 

Jo. 260 

Nothing seen to change preY1oua indi
cations CF:UDIV 7, DESRON 3 and KAGU MARU 
were heading eastward to~ard Rabaul. 
( COU 14 131908-TI) · . · 

. It was indicateds 

COM 14 by TI indicated that the above 
units would proceed 8TH FLEET area. 
Summary 121400/Q August. 
(Summary, 140600, August, No. 71) 

No. ~61 

Unident . _ . _/ 
- --~ { at 1950/13 August addressed CINCs 

C01lBINED; 2ND. .MJ.~AY. and 1ST AIR FLEETS 
· . -- ·-· . _ . . _"_,', Infoa 

BASE F8RCE at TrUk ~ . C011DESRON 3 
~ ~ . COMDESRON 2 • j, . COiiDESROW 

4 . . .1, Cl;NC 4TH FLEET _:, 
JJ.AK.ASSAR B.hSE \ , B}.L!KP AP .AN ':BASE 
· ·· · and Naval General Starr. 

· It this proves to be COMCRUDIV 7'e 
message, it indicates his -destination as · 
~ruk after leaving Java Sea. · 
(GT#649 OPNAV 1320~a-TI) 

• 

289 
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ORIGINAL 
1 December 1944 

AUGUST 13. 1942 (Continued) 

No . 261 (Cont.) . 
p • 

It was noted& 

It has been reported that ·cRUDIV 7 
. would ·probably ~oin forces under cnrc 

8TH FLEET. !I has indica ted that CRUD IV 
7 was in Ambon Area 12 August. No' fur
ther prpgress ha~ been noted. . ., 

. . 

.·. 

·.·· 

This message may haYe b~en originated 
. by C011CRUDIY 7, :from -whom no message has 

beerr copied since his serial 22~ on July 
25. ' · 
(Summary, 140600, August, ~ 72) 

No. · 262 

Unidentified Fleet Uni t 

. . 
•' .· . . 

· ·addressed in care CRUDIV 7 ~ -- · . .and 
is probably extra ship operatin g with 

·CRUDIV 17 • . (CO~ 14 131908-TI) . 
(Summary# '140000, Au.~ust, .No. 73) 

. . 

• • 0 • 

. .. . •, 
0 •• • .. ·.. • ·; : ... -: .. . , . .. ,.. . · . 

. . 

,,. Cruiser DiTision Six ·was 1omewhere 1n the t , • 
. . . . ~ 

vi cinity of .Rabaul, ·and it was app~r~nt - .tbat the AOBA ·.:<·· : : ~ . ' . . . . . .·· .. ·· 

was now ·its Flagship . .. . . 

No . 263 . ·. 
-:. · ~ 

. . . : ~- · ... . ' . 
0 .... 

·.· . . . . : •.· . , 
... . .; 

. \'. ·.· .. 

- . se'ries of ;' despatches including ·. ;._:.,.. ··. .. · .. · .. ·"'.: 
1 3-parter was ori ginated by CQMCRUDIV 6 . · __..,. . 
us;tn~ cover call . . r between 1809 .. :.. - ' ·<. <·:·.· 

· ) t>rT · bt ') ' 

! .. j . 

. . . . . 
· .. :. 

• • ••• ol" . 

. ,. 

.. 
. . .. : .· 
.. , . 

. . . . . 290 . . . . ·. ., . 
.. ·-:-! 

... '· _... . . . . . :&. --. - ·~·· " ... · 

.. - . · 
. "' -.. -.' 

. ' 
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Wo. 263 (Cont.) 

10 August and 1500/12 August, Serials 
259 to 268. Addressees included CINC 
COMBINED FL( E) E'r __ . _ i, CINC 8TH . .i 
GINC 1ST ? , _ . . }, NaT~l Secr~tary 
. • I Rabaul BASE fORCE ___ ,1. . 

KIYOKAWA liARU J1 lliKAZUKI _ ..', 
COMCRupi'f 18 . . f, KaTieng BASE FORCE 

l and Fleet Tanker 
.(BEL l30714-TI) . . 

(Summary, 140600, August, No. 64) 

No. 264 ·· 

Rabau1 i broadcast· tra!!ie 
!or COMCRUDIV 6 , . l to the AOBA 
- . . on 5375 .Kcs. at 1800/12th. AOBA 

now apparently Flagship CRUDIT 6. 
(BEL 130714-TI) 
(Summary, 140600, .Augu$t, l'io. ·6;) 

!he Staff Communication Officer ot Cruiser 

. Division Eighteen, in which the UTSUU op~ra~ed, was 
. . 

thought to be aboard a unit of Destroyer Squadron Four. 

No. 265 

Starr Communication Officer CRUDIV 
·18 seen aboa~d tentative destroyer 
with tATUTA ! addressed separately. 
{COY 14 130912-!I). . . . . 

. rt· was noticed: I • 

. 291 

' 
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1 December 1944 -

AUGUST 13. -'1942 (continued) 

No. 265 (C<?f!t.) 

On August 12 COMCRUDIV 18 and 5!H 
--SPECIAL LANDING FORCE associated in a 

. -- despatch from Rabaul which indicated, 
· according to TI, ·this CRUDIV still func
-. . · tioning. TA'IDTA is belieTed 1n CRUDIV 

_ ·18. ! ia belieTed a DD 1n DESDIV 8 - __ .--
in DESRON -4• . 
(SUmma~y, ·131400, August, No. 40) 

Wo. 266 
- . 

Babau1 Radio worked TATUTA 
AOBA : ·J, Fleet Unit _ . _ _r (who 
took traffic addressed Commander . 
and ;), suspected destroyer in DES-

- DIV r of DESRON 4 (who took traffic 
rrom COMCRUDIV 18). (COM 14 130918-TI) 

. - It was observed: 

) --

. :. ,· 

.. · .. 
. . ·. : . . 

- .. } is identified here as K.AKO." -- · . .
(Summary, ~314001 August, ·No. 41) • • • • - I 

- · . 
.· .. . · ~~. . . . .. . · ., - . . . ; . . : . 

- Des-troyer Division Twenty-nine was as-s ociated . ·: 

with CrU.is_er Divi sion ~igh_.teen, and Cruiser Di visi_on __ : _; ·:_. -
.. 

Six ~as associ ated with Kavieng. It was n oticeable -·· : 

t hat Destroyer Squadron Six had not .been observed 

in radio traffic since the end of July. 
: 

:, . · . 

. . . . . . .. 

. ·. . . -. . : ':'. 
· .·· . 

1 • •• • •• • • -

. · ~~. .· : 
. .. . . . 

: ---29·2 .. ·-~: ··:· 
.... 

. • .. 
· . . -- -... 

· ........ 
.. ·.· 

~. ·. :.. :. . 
- -;·_.~ ;--.:~ 

... ______ ·-·-··--- ·-- _ _._._.....___._ - - · --·· - · ------:.-..1>"-:lo.t&t .... ' .... dlllii' 'iltliiitX'"~ 
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AUGUf! 13, 1942 (Continued) 

Wo. 267 

DESDIV 29 ~ ,associated promi-
nently with· COMCRUDIV 18 from Rabaul Area 
originators and CO~CRUDIV 6 continues 
association with Kavieng Area, but COMDES
RON 6 has not been seen since July 30th 
under fulagi cover. (COM 14 · 13091~-TI) 

It was pointed out: 

On 2 August BEL TI stated, "from . 
traffic routings and associations neither 
Cines 8TH FLEET or 4TH FLEET appe·ar to be 
in command of OUTER J.JfEA SOUTSERN FORCE, 
may possibly be COMDESRON 6". 
(Summary, 131400, August, .. No. 37) 

No. 268 

... t 

Still. no signs of COMDESRON 6 in 
traffic. (COM 14 131908-!I) . 

. . 
It was remarked: . . 

~OM 14 !I 31 ~uly placed COMDESRON 
6 under Tulagi cover. . · : 
(Summary, 1406001 -~ugust, No. 75) 

Destroyer Squad~on Three continued its associ-
. . . 

ation with Cruiser Division Seven, both of which _were · ... 
. . . . 

believed to be between Makassar and Ambon. 

No. · 269 · · 

, ~ > 

COMDESRON 3 using cover call ·
originated Serial #588 _at 1930/llth 

. .· : . ·,. 

- - - ----- ---~----------------
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No. 269 (Cont.) 

August to CINC PHILIPPINE ~EET j , 
Infot CINC C01IDINED FLEET land· 
COMCRUDIV 7. 

Serial #587 at 1000/llth August from 
COMDESRON 3 was -addressed to CINC COM-
BINED ~ . ~ ) ;tS! . .f , .3RD _ 
and 8TH \ FLEE'l'S J CQ1jCRUDIV 7 

· -)A;\'J30N BASE FORCE · (and 
~ident~fied , . · .!, ~nfo: to g~rbled 

. : (DESDIV . . : (?)). May indi-
cate units DESHON 3 are in Ambon Area 
some of which may possibly be in company 
CRUDIV 7. (BEL 1.30759-TI) 
(Summary, 140600, August, No. 68) 

No. 270 

COMDESRON 3 ., addressed 
COMCRUDIV 7 . . ~~ CINC NEI . . . 
Info: CINC CO~INED •, COMDESDIV 

- - r -., MA..TCASSAR BASE -·- - 1 at 
0110/12th. August. (GT#§·~o OPNAV.1.:3202S-'1'1) 

. ) 

It was mentioned: 
., 

COMDESRON 3 and CO~JCRUDIV 7 has been 
associated and beli~ve~ between Maka.ssar 
and Ambon 12 August. 
(Summbry, 140600, August, No. 70) 

A destroyer in Destroyer Division Four an

nounced that it v.as leaving the Sasebo and entering 

the Kure Communication Zone, while Destroyer, Division 

Seventeen, less one or two units, reported that it 

would arrive at Rabaul ~ t 1500 on August 17 (?). 
294 
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AUGUST 13, 1942 (Continued) 

Wo. 273 

COUDESDIV 17 ! as concealed 
originator of Comm~~ication Zone report, 
serial 464, at 1300, 12th, indicates 
that command enroute Saipan to .Rabaul via 
Truk. (BEL 1.31000-TI) 
(Summary, 1406001 _August, No. ,\8) . . . 

No~. 27 4 

. COUDF~DIY 17 ~ . and· COMDESDIV 
4 _ . 1 being included in dispatche~ 
from Rabaul indicating approach o! these 
DESDIVS to Babaul area. 
(GT#648 OPNAV .131835-TI) 

It ·was s ta·ted: 

OUTSIDE SOUTH SE.AS F•)RCE order #11, 
serial 2801 12 August stated •DESDIV 12 
will at PS on 14th August ? 

will tuel at PT". · (PT is Truk and 
PS is Saipan). On 11 Augus~ COMDE.SDil 

_ ·of DESRON 10 appears to be in truk 
Communication Zone. . . 
(Summary, 131400, August, No. 36) · . 

!he Commander of Destroyer DiTision Four 

arrived at Palao i'rom Saipan, and a unit of the 
. 

Second Escort Force ·was ordered to escort a ship to 

Rabaul.. 

296 
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Wo. 275 

FR01~: 
!0 z 
INFO: 

11th !IRON) #855 
! WAAZE (?)) 
,· CRUDIV 6) 
I ST.d FLEET) 

·- J Unidentified) 

"Return Ra bau1 escorting ----·" 
(BEL 130423-DI) . 

It was com:nented: 

YUKAZE is apparently on escort duty 
between tRUK and lCaTieng and has been 
most recently associated with CRUDIV 6 
and Maru air tender !. 
{Summary, 13:1.400, .August, No • .33) 

No. 276 

: 

- Movement Report, Serial· 179 at 
183012 August :froDJ COMDESDIV 4 . 
using cover call . . ~ apparently 
report or arrival at Palao since this 
DiT1s1on indicated as going from Saipan 
to Palao on 9th. (BEL 130759-TI) . 

It was declared: -

· . ·COMDESDIV 4 was indicated in Yoko-· 
suka as late as 4 August and was noted 
in Sa1pan Area 7 August. On 9 August 
COMDESDIV 4 was action addressee :from . 
Naval General Staff which seemed to ind1- · 
cate DESDIV 4 would go to Truk or join · 
the 8TH FLEET. 
(Summary, 140600, August, No. 47) • I 

: :. 

297 
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. j.UGUST 13, 1942 {Continued 

( 

:. • ,.._.-;.J_. - : •• ~- - - - • 

lJo. 279 

start ll'!H AIR FLEE! still split 
between Rabaul.. and tenian with Adminis
tration at Tenian. (COM 14 131912-!I) 
(Summary, 1.406001 August, lfo. 57) 

Extensive activity by the Fourth Air Attack 

Group and the Fourteenth Air Group indicated that 

they were about to leave the Jiarshall Islands for 

Rabaul.. The Sixth Air .Attack Corps was also ordered 

into this area: 

No. 280 

4TH AIR AT~ACK COFPS _ , and 
14TH AIR GROUP . ~ extensively 
addressed by Air Commanders and Units in 
Area South ot Truk and by Staff 11TH AIR 
FLEET. Strong possibility these units 
will soon depart Marshalls Area !or Rabaul. 
(COK J..4. 131908-TI) . ,. . . . · 

· . . · ... 

It was mentio~ed: 

·%he 4TH AIR ATTACK FORCE has been 
located in the Marshalls for some time. 

The 14!H AIR GROUP is belieTed 
based at Gasmata. 
(Summary, 140600, August; No. 45) 

No. 281 
I 

· (11TH AIR FLEET), serial 3551 

. · .. 

299 
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AUGUST 13. 1942 {Continued) 

No. 281 (Cont.) 

of 10th1 to 6TH AIR A!TACK CORPS as 
. follows in free translation: 

· a6TH AIR ATTACK COP2S, less two 
units, will proceed to Tenian, Commander 
6TH ~IR ATTACK, with members of Staff, 
will proceed to Rabaul (or order some 
one to proceed to Rabaul). He will 
further transport to Rabaul using sev
eral groups of Kisarazu planes 
{this group is something belong-:-in-g--=-to 
KISARAZU AIR transported in aircraft. 
Suggest paratroops). · On the first day 
they will depart Tenian for Truk. On 
the second day they will proceed to 
Rabaul and on the same day the planes 
will return to Truk.ft 
(CQM 14 130506-DI) 

It was noteds 

BELCONNEN and OPNAV versions of 
this translation appeared in R. I. 
Summary 110600/Q August~ page 10-11, 
items 34-35. 
{Summary, 130600, August, No~ 82) 

No. 282 

At 1630/12th CQMCARD~ 2 . 
addressed 6TH ~R ATTACK . ·', Into: 
General Staff \ and Chiefs of 
Staff 1ST AIR FLEET l and 11TH 
AIR FLEET .. . .' J since Commander 6TH 
AIR ATTACK ie indicated as being in Area 
near Tenian ; suspect destination 
of CARDIV 2 is Rabaul Area via Tenian. 
(COU 14 131914-TI) 

• 

i.300 

----------. -· -- -- ---- ----- --------



' . 
. ; 
< 

e 
. ( ' 

-; (- ·· 

ORIGINAL 
: . 1 December 1944 

AUGUST 13, 1942 (Co.ntinued) 

No. 282 (Cont.) 

.• ' 

It was notieeda 

Believe this despatch is same one as 
rep~rted in GZ#2462 - See Item 25. The 

· .. only difference is the 6TH AIR ATTACK 
FORCE · · · · for \ which is 
unidentified and may garble and 
(1ST AIR FLEET) for unidentified -· 
whieh may be a garbled call. · the 6!H 
AIR ATTACK FORCE normally defends the 

· Omine to-chi chij ima-:Marcus Area. Part!! 
of the 6TH AIR ·ATTAC!C .F:.RCE have been 

· · .··sent to Rabaul w1 th part of the Staff 
· at Teniari since CINC ll!H AIR went to 

Ra bo. ul. · (Summary, 140600 '· August, N_o • 

. 

24) 

3apanese carriers were quite busy on thi s 
.. 

day, and associations of the Co~ander of Carrier 
- . 

Division !wo suggested the possibility that the 
. . . . . 

ZUIHO ~as .in Sasebo !or overhaul& 

··...:' 

No. 283 ··.· . . .. · 

· · ·carriers .active on . l3 August. FIRST 
. . . 'AIR FLEET shown to include: 

. ' 

I 
I . 

~~!li.dct~. t 
:- CRUDIV 7 

. . 
Identified es A~ition 
Ship by HYOP on 2 Aug • 

. "lst •KUSA' Base F·.")rce" 

. . ·' (' ~roSA t 
n~t un~erstQod) . 

) 

. ·. · . Unident 1 

(GT#646 OPNAV 131650-TI) 
(summ~ry, 131400, August, 

. . 

No .8) 

301 
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Jio. 284 

COMCARDIV 2 i addressed 
YARU · ·· :which is in 'rruk com
munication Zone, Info CofS Yokosuka, 
Naval Gen~ral Staff, .CofS COMB_INED 

1 SUBFORCE ~ and Cots 
ti;lident1fi.ed Fleet · · · · i ~ · Subject 
not apparent. (GT#648 OPNAV 131835-!I) 
(Summary~ ~31:-400, August, Bo. 16) 

No. 285 

COMCARDIT 2 · -~ '; appeared aboard 
HITAKA . . \ at 1600, 12th, and sub-
~equen~ traftic_headipgs associate HAYATAKA 

:, ZUIHO _I but exempted RYUJO 
· !rom collective in two despatches 

indicating possibility this carrier is in 
Navy Yard !or overhaul. 
(COM 14 130912-!I) 
(Summary, 131.400, August, Bo. 15) 

No. 286 

zumo !ShOwn to be at Sasebo, 1.3 
August. (GT#648 OPNAT 1.31835-~I) 
(~1mrnary, 131400, August, Bo. 17) 

No. 287 . · 

ZUIHO still indicated at Sasebo. 
(COY 14 131928-TI) . 
(Summary1 140600, August, wo • . 29) 

.: .... 
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AUGUST 13, 1942 (Continued) 

the Commander in Chief of the. First Air Fleet~ 

who was thought to be also the Commander of Carrier 

Division One, ordered various air units to reinforce 

several Japanese carriers, .. 

No. 288 .· .. 
-. 

Absence ·o! COMCARDIV 1 !roc originated 
traffic lends credence to possibility CinC 
1ST AIR FLEET also co~nands CARDIV 1. 
{COM 14 130914-!I) 

· (SU!Il!llary; 131400, August, No.· ~10 )_. 

lJo. 289 

Comdr. "!ST AIR FLEET wor1ced ZUIBO 
and unident ·direct on 5910 Kcs. 
Flagship 1ST AIR FLEET not determined, 
.but ship takes traffic from shore for 

· communication Officer 1ST AIR~ RYUJO, 
SHOKAKU ~ and ZUIK.P.K!J •.. Plane Groups . ·.. . 

_ _ _ , . . . ~ _ . ' all · . : . . . 
··. concerned. but unable determtile .whether · :. · .. . 

any are e:nbarked. ·. ·. · .· · · 
· ( GT#646 OPNAV 131650-!I) . : · ... · ·.· 

(SUJliilary, ·131400, August, No. ·11} 

290 . . · ... 

.FROlh 

TO : 

. . 

. . . 

. ' 

.. 

#289 Aug. 10/l'i.20 . . ·: 
( Coni:lanC.er in Chief, 1ST . 

AIR FLT.) · . . · 
(CtllliiV 2)(RYUJO,HIT;~, 

HAYAT.P..KA) · 
(CARDIV 1) (~~~, 

. . · , ·. SHOKAKU} 

. .. . . . . 
,_ .. ..... : ·. 

. 
·., 

· . . 

" . : ·.·. · 

.. : ·. 

.· : '\ 

·. . 
.· . 

·. 
: .· . ' 
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:.:.N.-o .;...• ..:;2:.9~0 .(Con t . ) 

if() ., _ . . . I ~ZITIHO ). . ·. 

INFO: 

l SORYU PLANE GROUP) 
. 1 AKAGI PLANE GROUP) 

~ KAGA PLA?fE GROUP) 
--- - .-·: CARPD "R PLANE GROUP) 

(SHOKAKU PLANES) 
·. { CP..RRIER P~~ GROUP ·-) 

· ' (C!..RDIV 2) (Staff Com:n. . 
·· Officer . ) . . . 

' I • • 

(Not -completely recovered. ·but 
believe reads about as fol1owss · nFRQM: 

· Comnander-in-Ghief, First Air Fieet. 
Wish to carry out i~~ediately 

plane sht~ts to (SHO~~ · : 
ZUIKJ~ ,~-· -- - and RYUJO - -. , :as 
!'ollows l • · 

· . ( 1- ZUl:t:O or HA~AtAKA) 
transfer nlanes to SHOKAKU ' • 
___ transfer 6 pla:1es to ZUIK.AKU . ·. · 

· ·• ZUIHO - · t:ransfer :3 · · 
· planes to RYUJO .. · ·- ~, \. ( i -

HAYATAKA?) trar.sfer · · :planes to 
· RYUJO , _ . . .' . ( . . .1 - Hit.AKA?) 

. transfer 2 planes to RYUJO ( ! . · 
· _'·. HITAKA ~ - . ____ · -~ t~ansfer :3 planes to 
. SHOK.AKU ,: and 1 plane to ZUIKAKU 

· -1. ·. ZUIKAKU ., transfer · 2 
· planes tO . S~OIWCU ~ - . · · - .. ' · ,· . 

It was obserted: ·. 

-) I. 

· . .. 

\ ·" 
I 

The answer to the question ·of ftW,hy does 
t he ~JIKAKU, wh~ .~s getting pUL~es fr~m 
the other carriers, transfer 2 of them' 
to the SHOKAKU?a, may be that SHJKAKU is 
;-·. 1 • .. • • •• ... - .. :~-~:· · "'·- .· ~.' : .,::: · 

• l . . . • .• • 

: ' -·-·.-
o# .. • :. ·-. .. :~. 

0 ' .. • :: .... . .. . · ~ .. ... 
\ ~ ... _ 

. . , ~ .,, ... . ; -

' . ·-: . -~· . . ; .:... . 

' . . 

. : ... .. 
~. '. . . : .. 

. \ ", 

... 
- .-. -

~- -. .. . .. · 

.· ... 

. . 

. ~. . .. . · , ... ..... .. , 
: . ·:. 

. . . .· ..... ~ 304 :' · .. 
. . . : _, .. 
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ATIGUST 13, 1942 {Continued) 

No. 290 (Cont.) 

not where she ean get them direct from 
the carrier making the transfer, but 
the ZUIKA..TCU is. -

It is pointed out: 

. The above measage is an indication 
that SHOKJ.L~, ZUIKAKU and RYUJO are being 

-· rea~ied for duty away from Empire.
(GZ-#2445 · OPliA~ 1..31845-DI) -
(Summary,. _140600, August, No. _15) 

No. 291 
. . 

·Originator call not recei ve.d, 
serial 289, -at 1720, -lOth addressed 
1ST and 2ND CAlU)IVS and five Plane 
Groups. · \ 

. . 
"FROM: · CL~C 1ST AIR FLEET. _ 

I 

\ 

. The replace-:iten t of plane·s ·ror 
· C.ARGIV · pr carrier : . . - ) SHOK}.KU . 
. . _ ·, and Cls.RDIV or carrier _ .J 

. . .- ~ 

. ~~ . -.-

'I · ,_ •• ,._ . ;:-. . ~ . ... •, .. '' 
• • •• 40":" • •• :-

, ... -·. 
. ·: ' 

. . .;.. f. 
.. . •. r . ; 

.-... 

:,_.<~-
.. 
. f 

- .. , ""j. . :,,. 
' . 

. . . :. 

•' 

0 : ••• 

.... . .. ... 
: . • ·.·· . will be carried. out gen·erally _as follows ·: ·_· 

·_ · ·. · _'1) .· -Carrier tn_e~lane l · . . · . ·.: 

From Plane Group . •to ZUIHO . 
- · \ · .·- ·pl&.nes. . 
From ?J.ane Group · · · -_; to SHOKA.lCU 
· 6. planes • . 
From Plane Group ·. to ZUIKAKU 
· .. _ :- .3 planes. {O~e senter..ce garbled.) 

From · · Plane Group t o HITAKA 
• · J (l-6) ·_plane_s. :. ·. _ 

. . . . . 

.· . 

.. . 

· .. . · . - .·_305 ' 

~.- . . . 

·--------------- ----
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OP. I GI~!.::. L 
1 Decenber 1944 

2) Carrier tYoe plane ·- L;_ 
?rom Plane: Group ,'to ZUI~O --

3 planes. 
Fr:')m 2nd Plane Group ab ·ve 7-o s::o::..IIJ\J 
(3-6) p-:..ancs. 

3) Carri~r tyoe plane: · h 
From Plan~ Group ~o- zurno 
6 p:.a~es." 

It was remar~:ed: 

T.J. :~day ind!catcs these carriers 
re:c~iving pla~es pJ5sitly in Kure Area. 
(P-EL 130903-DI) 

(Summary, 140600, ~Uf;"...St, N·.). 16) 

=.iessa ,~ e fr :m · ~c: '!'oky .J 1iili tary Stor<:: s 

Sec':ion -: o its ::-· err~s~ntativt: S at Kur~ indicated 

t ::at th;:: carrier m0nti:med ab·)VE: ".VE:T c either at 

Kuh:: , ar we:re sc>:.e:duled 't arrive there. 

.. - · · - _........__ ..,\ .·-· h 

Tokio Milita~y · stores Section 
. i origi~ated seri~l 150, _ to Kure 

Military Stores Section _: ar..d 
Kure Yards und Docks ( -. - ~- ~ in~:Jrma-
tion Kure Chi~~ o: Sta:f \, 
Chi ~ ~ St f~ 15M AT~ -TE~~ I e_ o. a · .~. .J. ~r. _- .u ..:.. .;. ,, 
S!IOKA.iW . _ j, ZUIT\AKU _ ·- ·~ . • l, . 
EITA!~A . 1, HAYA'lAK/~ . l and 
airc'!"a~t address KIStn:o. This dispatch 
evidently relative to ~ilitary Stores 

. ' 
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AUGUST 13, 1942 ·(Continued) 

lfo •. 292 (Cont.) 

-.. 
- - ,, 

·. . . .. 

or instaLlations for carriers inYolYe~ 
· and may indicate the presence at, or 

scheduled lDovement of the:se ships to 
Kure. (BEL l3lOOO..TI) 
(Stl:!O.-nary 1 140600, Augus_t 1 No. 17) .• 

... . . ~-

A deciphered dispatch indicated that the 

SHOV.KU and ZUIKAKU would be at Xure on Au gust 13. 

"· . .. -. . . 
·.. ·- : · 

. .. } : . . 

r • ' 

-· .. ~· 

-FROMI (No originator) /!-273 9 Aurnst/1730 
!0 . & · .• · ~ (less .' and . ___ _) ·· . ·. 
· · - · (A carrier Plane Group . . · · 

' (Comdr) ZUIK.AKU)} · · · · .... .-. -·· 
__ · (AJ;CAGI- Plane ·Group : •• 

(c .,..,dr)) · · ·. > · · ·. o- . . . . ··'·..: 
(Carrier Plane Group . .. .. : .·' . · .: · 

. Sl:!·.)KA._JCU) : . . . ... ' :: : :< : .. 

. .. . . DiFOI 

.. . _ .ISORYU Plane Group) :· · ·· : :·:_:·. ' ~ 
_. . . 'f .. .AGA Plana Grout' Comc1r) · · . ·; ·: .. · ·.·;.···.,. ~ 

.. : C~UBINE.O FLEE% {Chiet ···.·· . ··.·· :=' .:....: . - .~ -;. ·.:_ . 
· . . of start)) .. . .. : . .. .. ·= .. L>·=: ~ -. •' . :·r • ,, .. • . ; : 

· · ~H,-.vaVT"'' . i ""-d ~'"' ... ~ • .. : .. ·.·.·:.) .. · . . ;'-. .. ; 
. _ ..JJ.\...1\...,._U _ - .. , ~£ ~V..&....~~U .. . . ,. ... • · · : ~ ; .. - _;:. : 

. will depart I for !Cure on 13th · ·· ·· : . . ~. ~ -
.. at osoo • .;._(re~a1nder ·gives schedule · .. : - ~:· ... ·: 

'through 16th, but we are 'Unable to rcc . .,Ter . · .. ··-::_,_·, : 
· ··details as yet. R·:)WO'Yer, we still tiJr)-. · · ·· 

(GZ#2444 . OPNAV 13143D-DI) . .. . · .. ~ :.-:. ·:· . 
., r .;-_ -: 

.. ·. I~ was· statedl · 

· ' On August i2 1'I 1nciiea ted the~e 
. Carriers beli eved pro~bly 1n home waters. 

(SU!XI!!12ry1 1:31400~ August, Nc. 12) . . . . 

. . . . .. 
. . -

; . , . 

-~ ·- . ·-"' ·: --.. . 
. ·. " . -. .... : -· . 
. . . . ~ . ,.; ~. -
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. ~ !, -': 

: .. 
• •• • 0 " :::. ~ 

-· 0 c ....... -: f 
- .. . . . , 
· .. ' :: .. ~ ::' AUGUST - i3~ 1942 (Continued) 

--.. . . . . : ·~ .. : \": 
_,-:. ·· .. In ·view of ·the · hea.,Y. · tra!!ic in~~l ~1ng -~a~ri~ra- -_:.: :< 

• • 0 ,._ . 

·an-d v"arious a~ group~ which were prortd1ng re~forcS: .:- --. . : · .. · 
- -

... 
. ·" . 

. · ~ents~ 'it wa.s ·safe to suggest that the SHOKAKU_, 
..... . 

. - : ..... .... 

· ·zurKAKU and RYU.TO were -being prepared !or duty outside · ·:· .. :. 
-

: ·. Em·oire waters a ·._. . -.--. - . . -= ·. 
<. ·. :-': "',,:-:_: 
.· / ,· . .. 
·-, . , . :.. 

.. · : ~-. . . , ~ 

No. 294 
.: . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. Traffic associations ·giTe impression 
, · - that Plane Groups .are ·assecbling aboard . . 

CARDIV 2 which will consist of HI TAKA ·:·. · .'· -, :. ,. 
. . . • tl~gshiP and HAY:AT.A...XA. : _ . ,. . : . : . :· ··:· 

with zumo . : replacing RYUJO :.:·. ,_: :_: ~- ~ 
(CmJ 14 1.30920-TI) -: ·. . . . . ~- . · - · . . . . _·:: ·.:-·.-. _. /- :~~ ·· : 

. ' 
. .... - . 

. · ... . •, 

It was commented: . ..:. •·• :- ~ f . 
• • • 0 

• •• c 0 • 0 . • • 0 •• • • • ·: • "~ 

: · · · .· OPNAV on 26 July _ suggested 'thie lineup -: .. _ .:--: __ ·; 
. tor CAP.DIV 2. BEL on 4 August indicated .. - , 

-_. : this lineup for CARDIV 2 and included · · · _ :··.:.' · -~ -<.: : 
· · .. ·Plan e Groups _ _ . . , .. . . . ·' : ..... ; .: ~· .:':. 

· .. · ·, .. . ·: ·· ~.e. ·: AKAGI, SORYU 1 and an unknown Plane -· :-=. 

· · -.. ; · ~~~~;:Prjllo5!~1u~st~ lfo ! ·1.3)' .. · ·: · .: ::·-· ·: .... 
, • .. • • , • , , , • ', • ..: • , io • :·. • .~ • : ' : :.._ • .: a 

.- ·N~--. · 295 :.::·>· .. .- : .~ ' -:<·.-_ . .::: ~:-'· ::. ·>·.=,:". < ... ·. :. ·- -.·~._;.' ·· -· , .· · .. .,. 
. , · ~ ·:~:. ··· -<~·: <C~~~~ -~.3~ AI~ ATTA9!C ·'(i~ his -high .: ··_. . ·:·· . .. ·~·-.. 

·· .· :.: _-. -~ommand ·capacity ·. addressed sev-· ·.. : . :~. · -~ ·· · · 
.. -_ · ~eral message~ to carriers and deta cbl!lents · · .. -~ _. _.- · 

. -. . . ·: · ·· of CARD IV 2 :at Ta teyatLa Air · . · ·- :. . , . -.: 
... , -_ · - . . 1 3P.D ~IR ATTACK collective les~·· .. : .: . . -:, -~ . ~ .. : 

.. · .' ·. FUJIKAWA ·MARU .. ·.; ·' Info various air .: ·. : . . --:;. ·,.:-. ·. 
·- .· .... _ .·.· actiyities, b~ses and CofS 5TH FLEET, _'· :·-~ . - ~ = ... . ;_-_:.: · 

• • • - _: -~.. • • • • • • 0 • • • .. ·, , • •• • :-" : - • • • • ·: • ~- • • • • •• . · . . : . ~ .. _. .... _ . . - · . .. · : : . . :, . . . . . - ' . . ·-. . .· . . . . '... . .. .. -.: .. ·< . . ·: ...... ·, ~ ~ : 
. . . .. : . ·.: . . ,: ... • .. . · .. .. . . . . ··\ . :. ·. -·· 

~ . ... . 
-;- -.·._. :,.: 308 
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AUGUST 13, 1942 {Con.tinued) 

No. 295 (Cont.) 

indicating that redistribution of air
craft is taking place, and probably that 
some units of 3RD AIR ATTACK are being 
transferred to carriers or are being 

t
repared as renlacements. 
GT# 646 OPNAV. 131650-TI) 
Summary, 131400, August, No. 22) 

It was noticed that the Co~nders of the Air 

Fleet, ~~d the Commander of Carrier Division tWo had ~ 

begun to scramble the serial numbers o! their messa~s 

tor the purposes of security: 

· No. 296 

AIR FLEEt Command and COMCARDIV 2 have 
apparently begun scra~bling message seri~ls. 
(COM 14 130920-TI) · 
(s~ary, 131400, Au~~st~ N9. 9) ~ 

.... · 

-· .. :·: :..- ·: .. . 
The CoiW!lander of Carrier Dlvision Two .exp.ressed·-·<: ... : 

, . . 
a desire to send r~:f'teen shipboard bombers, figh:ters . ; !· : . . ·. . :. ~ : . . .. . .. 
and dive bombers to the Marcus Islands. The Japanese . •::. 

were stimulated ·into action at this time by : the 

diversionary attacks ·or ihe u.s.s. ~)!SE. Details 

of so~e or their reinforce~ents were as follows: 

.... 

.-
. :;.. .···.· .. ... 

.... _ 
. · . .. ;..._ ._ 

... : ... ·. 
: : -~ ...... ,. ._ .. , 

• • •• • 0 • 

. .. _ .. · . 
. ·' , .. . -·_ 

·.··. ; , .. 

. 
• • .: 0 "'~ • • • .. 

. • . ·~ ·~ .. 
• ~·; .• ! 

,,·idt 
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AUGUST 13, 1942 (Continued) 

!fo. 297 

FR0Mz . 

~0 ·J 

INFO: 

- · · , . . f/:943 .lug. 13/1300 
· .,. (Staff. -Com:n. Officer 
· . . .3RD AIR ATT. F ·1RC.) 

, ~Comdr .• CARDIV 2) . -
-·~'; Comdr • . HITA.Q_( CARRIFll)) 

· i Comdr. HAYATAQ · 
· . (Carrier)) · · 
__ ' ~COMDR. ZUIHO(Carrier)) 

.. CofS 1ST AIR FLEET) :,· .. 
l· Kure Chief o! Staff) . .. 

i CofS COMBINED FLEET) 
' Comdr. · AKAGI PLANE GROU~ 

-~ ~ lcomdr. ·soRYO PLk~ GROUP) · 
' ( Comd~. :CARRIER PL.A.:"m 

. · GROUP) ·. . .-. 
. (Comdr. CAF~IER PLANE 
- GROUP) . . - · : · . 
(Yokes~ Chie! .ot Staff) 

Fromz . ( . _ · · · ..:·.cARDIV 2?) Detacbnent 
· . . ·· Commander. · · · 

. At· 1200 the ttRe!tl~ining Forces" will .· 
· proceed to ·'· _ . _ i (Compos! tion of · 
: "Remaining Forces" is . ~s .follows & 

. r • ... · • • •• : • 

. . , 
" 

: ;4,: : • 
. _-,.r. ·.· 

~ .. ·: 
· . . _;_, . ,· 

. ·" .• _._ .... ·.-. 
. .. ~ . - f 

··-: .:: . . , 

· .. ~-

·'• . .. , .. . 

~·. 

;. 

. . . . . · .... '. >. 'l'yPe of P·lane : HI TAKA HAYATA..U 
.. :· . · ·.· . . Fighters . ·· . . · =_. _· .. 13 . . ·. ,: .· 11 

· ZUIHO . . . . ~· _. ... 

· . ·. . Bombers . ·. ·~. :·. _.': .. ·. ·15 :· ........ . : 15 · · .. . . 
. . 7 Dive Bombers · _.::. · · · 9~ · , .· · .. ,· 1l .· 

.. · ... . : .• . : . . . , 
· .. . . .. _.. . : . ·, . . " ·. 

. : ·10 -:-. . : ·: . _., ; :-. 
.9 . ' . . . .. 

·-. -"'. ·- . . \ ~ ~ ~- ~ : - ~ ~ ~ ~ : - ~ -~--
. . -~-. ':. -- -· . . ' \ . . ... . . : .· 

i • 

. . .. ~ . . : -:-:·. . 
. . · .. . . 

I ·. 
. ... .. . . . . . .. -

• !· 

·-· ----- / . ' 

-- .. ·--,; · ... - ··· .. . 

---- __ . __ ---r Believe ·· . - . 
. · · ... :·· . . . . ... that . Co:Il!Ilander KIS.ARATSU . AIR GROUP is .. 

. :: : · ~· .:::· · · .. · .. ··._.:·· ··current1y .at Marcus. ';:: - · ... ,. . ·. :. ~ - ... 

. . , ...... _ ··. · . · .· · ~ . :· (GZ#246l .· OPNAV 132342-DI) ··: . : .·. .._. 
·.: · : . . ·· ·· · · ... · . .-·~, (SUlll!Ilary, .J.4060o, . ~ugust, No •. 18) 

. . ' . . . . :-~ . 

.. · . - .·: . . . 
.,~:· :: _. : . - . ·-··. 

·~_. . . . :··.: . =-- ~--- .:· 
· . . · .· 

, . . . .... ·• • . . . . : . 
-~ _·. ... . .. .. . _· . ~- - . . . . :. -··-· ... -· :!:. ·_ : .. . .. • : ; • • • • • 0 

. . . 

.. . :l • 

• • ,. • _· ... : • • ··~ •• '! __ . : • 

. .. \ 
. -. . - :.. ·. 

.. . ... : . . -.. . · . 
. .. ~ --. 

. ~- . .. . . 

'310 · .. ·.: 
.c 

·. 
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1fo. 298 
#029 Aug.l2/1630 

. 1C.AliDIV 2) FRO:.!z 
TO : :??) . . 

(Tokyo Naval General INFO: 

·---· · ·-- ~ 
Staff) · · 

{Yokosuka Chief of Staff) 
!(Chief of Staff CO:ffiiNED 

FLEET) · ·. · 
. . I (Chief of Staff (?)) ·. 
· · ; (Chief of Staff 11tH 

AIR FLEET) 

Wish to send the •Re~aining Force!~ 
of this division (15 each of shipboard . 
bo:nbers, fighters . and dive bombers) to · 
( )* area - - - ~ - -~ 
(·>1- ) This has · been· identified as :MaTcus 

Island by Hypo but we are unable to 
check. 

No. 299 

(GZ#2462 OPNAV 132342-DI) 
(Surumc::.ry, 1406001 August, No. 25) 

FROK: 
TO I 

.Less: 

#023 . Aug. 12/1820 · ·· 
. (Commander C~IV _2) 
.(CARDIV 2) . : .--..; .. · 

, (RYUJO) . . . · . . 
I (ZUIHO) ·/ . ·: ·. · . . . 
· (Comdr. .AK.AGI PLANE . 

GROUP) . ·. · .. · · · 
. (Comdr. s :~RYU PLANE 

GROUP) . . .· · 
( Comdr · • . CARRIER PLANE 

· GROUP) · 
/ (Comdr •. KAGA. PLANE GROUP?) 

, . 

-. -:. · ~ 
. · . . . . \ 

' ' . . . 
. . 

: . . ~ . 

. . . 
. :. . .···:"·. \' : •.· 

3lJ: . . 
. ' \. • . . ' 

. . ·, •. 

, . 
' i .\ . • 
·' -~ - .. -----~· __.....,____ 
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AOGU£T 13, 1942 (Continued) 
.,· _ .· : ·. 

po, 299 {cont.) 

INFO I (Comdr.~!H AIR A!tACK 
. · ...... · i . . 

·. 

\ 
' 
' 

FORCE) · 
(Tokyo NaTal General· 

Staff) · · .. 
; (Chief' of Sta!f,. 11TH ..... · . ' ~ 

· · AIR FLEET) .. · · · : · . · 
· (Chie.f' o! Starr lSf AIB .•·: ·· .. ·.· 

FLEEt) . · · ·:. .' . ·· . . :.: . . .. 
;··(Chie.f' or Staff COUBII'fED 

. . FLEET) · . · . 
·. (Comdr. 6TH .AIR A HACK 

FORCE) · . · · . 
{Kure Chief o! S taf!) · . .· 
(Yoko·suka Chief of Staf.f') . . ~ - > .· .. .-_, .... . 

( . · - CARDIV 2?) Ol'de'r 1/3. 
~ tomorrow, the 13th the detachment* 

with its commander will move to . ( , . .. : 
- - • place)** and •- ~ the enemy , 

striking Force. · Detachment ·Commander will · 
be changed to the 4 

•• of the HITAKA. ~ .· !· . _: .. 

(*) See GZ#246l.above. .·· .' . · :· ... ·. · : ~< - . · 
(**)Believe _that activ.ity occurring .. in · .: ..... ... ~~ : ; · :.'· ... · . 

. . GZ#2461, : 2462~ end 2463 above, see · .· .. . · , , . . '., : · · 
· · · · · 1 te.:!ls 18, . 25 & 28 in this ~ry, ·. ··-: ·. '. - _- · .. ·.· -·. ·.:· 
··. · · · is direct result o! BOISE .diversion. · .: · ·_ ·. · · · . .-· .: 

(GZ-#2463 -· OPNAV 132342-DI) .· · . . .·. :··. · : : . _ ..... · · .-~ 
{Stnmnart1 140600, August, No • . 28) ··: · ··. · .. · . · · · · ·. _ ·. =. • t: . . ... 

• • • • • - • • • • • • • ••• • · :, 0 ••• : ' · . • . .. ... 0 •• • : · . ... • • ~ • • • • •• ... ~: • • • • : 

.. ... . .· .... . . 

Two transport planes f~om ··the .Third Air Group . ·:._ .: ~ · 
. . :.: . · . _: . . . ... · 

were flying · to Saipan, and .1 t . was observed that". the ~ ·. · : · _.' 

Third Air G~oup ~f' .!or~-:fi ~e . ;ight~~~- ~d ~-1~ ·~b~-~r7 . · . . · .: _· ··: . 

·vation planes wa·s .in· Air Squa~~~- Twenty-three·. · . .- This ·. · .. :· , 
squadro~ had b.een in the Dut~h . ~~s~ Indi~~'. ~ut .ft.·., _:_:·: ·_ ·> · ~ . :. 

. . . . . : ... . . . . :: ; " .- . . . . - :. . .. -~ ·, ... · ..... 
,. .... . : . . ~ ·-;;. .. . . 

-.. _ . ~ · < - ~::. ; ! :;_ · " ... < .: C, ~1~ · : ... ~-
: • . " . - ' • "• • •; • \ ,. ~- r ; • • : ., 

· .. · 

- · -------- -~----------------~~-------

------------ - - --- - ----- - - -
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was now thought possible that it was being shifted 

to the Solomon Islands. 

No. 300 

FROM: 
to r 

INFO: 

#389 4 August/0800 
. ~Comdr Kisaratsu Air) --- ------- -·! TUU 0) (IWID) 

· - - ! Comdr 11TH AIR FLEET) 
- - Comdr BASE FJRCE #4 at 

Truk) 
__ ! (Staff Comm Of~icer 

(4TH _FLEET) 
. : (Tokyo Bur Aeronautics) 

· - -- -- -, (Starr Comm Of'ficer 
COMBINED FLEET) 

_ · (Comnr BkSE FORCE #S 
at Saipan) 

~
Yokosuka Comdt) 

l MARU) . 
-- -- , RahaJima Air) 

_ ~ - -i 5TH AIR ATTAC'"JC FORCE) 

From: KIS.ARAZO AIR GROUP. Two type-1 
transport (?) planes of JRD AIR GROUP 
are headed for PS • . 
{GZ#2446 _ OPNAV 131810-DI) 

-It was declared; 
' PS is . Saipan. · _-

. In the organization of the llTR AIR 
FLEET, the 3RD AIR GROUP of 45 fighters 
a_nd 6 observation planes is included in 
AIRON 23: AIRON 23 dppears 1n the D.E.I.
~bon Area with possible shifts to rein
force the Solomon Area. 
(Summery, 131400, August, No.23) 

-313 . 
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AUGUST 13, 1942 (Cvntinued) 

Some carrier plane gr _,u_r;s at Kisaratsu we:re 

to be brjU£;ht t:.> Rabaul by an ~1r tender of the 

Eleventh Air Fleet. O~e . ~f these gr~ups1 ~1e Bihoro 

Air, h <:..d be_en_ operating in the · Hor~zaush1ro ~rea. 

·The Commander of »1sawa Air was at G~s~t~; 

the Commander of Air· Squadrvn Twenty-.five ~as at 

. . 

... 
Rabaul, and various a;:;socis.tions indicated t..'1:1t t.::e 

Comm:mder .of Kisr.ratsu Air Group and .the Staff Commu!'li- . .... 

c:::tivn Officer of Air S4u~dr~n T;':enty-six i:ere at 

Tinian. 

No. 301 

Air On1 t i and BIB .)RO AIR both 
adci.ressed at Kisaratsu AI.ft l'.;D.?.Y. (COli 141 
131912-!I) 

It was indicated% 

The BIH)RO AIR GRJUP hes been o~erating 
in t~1e Horomus:.iro Area. AIR Gf.JUP .. _; is 
ex~ected to go to Rabaul Area 1n the nec.r future .. 
(Stimm~ry, l-'~06'J01· August, No. 2J.) 

. No. 302 

Routi"!lg and asso.i;-itiap indicate 
carrier-type !·lane gr;:;ups .. .. at 
Kisara tsu •. . (BEL 13~015-TI) 

314 

. ·._ ~ 
· ; · 

• • ·I 

_, 
-. - :· 

-... _.-. 
.. ··~ . 

-
, 

"· 

< ---------------------------------·--- - - ------------~· 
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ORIGINAL 
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AUGUST 13, 1942 (Continued) 

No. 302 (Cont.) 

It was noted: 

~J TI it is believed that the plane 
· group _; is at Kisaratsu and will 
proceed to the R~baul Area Yia Kavieng 
aboard the r.!ARU ' ~ Air-tender of 
the 11TH AIR FLKET. 
(s~~ary~ 1406oo_ August, No. 22) 

No. 303 

Commander AIR GROUP ' still 
at Kisaratsu Air at 0600/i3 Aug;· 
(GT#650 bPNAV 132028-TI) 

It v;as noticed: 

Plane Group was formerly a 
Carrier Group. TI has indicated it will 
~o to Rabaul Area in the near future • 
{Sua~ary, 140600, August, No. 20) 

No. 304 

· comdr llisawa Air .at Gas~ata 
at 1230~ 13 August • 
(GT#644 . OPNAV 131330-TI) · 

It was observed: 

On Aug~st 12 Co~nder Misawa Air 
. was, by TI, positively at 

Vunabmau. .. 
(S~ary~ 131400, August, No. 43) 

' . 

·. 

.. · !-
... . ~ :: 

. : .. . 
'- · : 

. . :. , . 
. I 

... .. . . 

.. . 
·. ··' 

··t . . ~ . 
. : .. .. .. 

. · .. 

... -. 

.· · .. 315 .· 

··. .· .. ' 
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No. 305 

Routing and association indicate 
CoM!:lB.nder AIRRON 25 . ~ at Rabaul. 
(BEL 131015-TI)" . 

. (Summary, 1406001 August., Wo. 84) 

ll o. 306 

. Routing and association indicate 
Commander KISARAtSU AIR GROUP 
and starr Co~unication Officer AIRRON 
26 ... - _ :at Tenian · · 1. 
{BEL 13i015-!I)_ '. 

It was pointed out: 

OPNAV refers to the Call :as 
the 6TH AIR ATTACK FORCE. 
(Summary, 140600, August, !o. 23) 

Close superTision of Japanese Army radio 

! 
I 
) 

·. . 

) 

tra:tfie brought results when a new message heading . . . .• .f • 
• • _! . ... 

was n~ted · ror the first ~ime. !okyo and Rabeul were 

commun1ca ting directly on 18320 kilocycles inste~d . :_ . ·. 
. . . . . 

of 9160 kilocycles as on the preTious day. · 

No. 307 

·considerable: vol~e· of Army . traffic 
solid 1n todays fil.e l!i 1:h _. . __ . ; 
KAKI composite group 
at Rabaul appearing r~r .first time 1n ' 
beading. (BEL 131015-TI) · 

. (Summary, 1406001 Augu~t, No. 76) 

· .. 

.·. 316 
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AUGUST 13, 1942 (Continued) 

No. 308 

!okyo to Rabaul direct on 18320 
kcs at 9300. (GT#644 OPNAV 131330-TI) 

It was remarkeds 

On 12 August Rabaul and Tolcyo were 
obserTed working each other direct on 
9160 kcs. 
(Summary, 1.31400, August, No. 5) 

~he Commander of the ~ruk Air Force announced 

that iwo~~eouting planes arr1Y1ng at ·Rabaul bad departed 

for Tu1agi; 

No . 309 

FROMe 
~0 l 

INJi'Os 

12 August/1610 
Truk Air) #087 

l Yokosuka) . 
( Yokosuka Air Activity) 

:· Unidentified) 
)· Unidentified) · . 

- - ,' YOKOHM!.A AIR GROUP) 
; Hahaji:na Air) · 

. - ·: BASE FDRCE #5 at ·· 
Saipan) . 

~ (BASE FORCE #7 at 
· Chiehijima) 

. . ·. {5TH AIR ATTACK FORCE) 
. ·. (BASE FORCE 'i/ 8 at . 

Rabaul) 
; (Uni. dentified) 

. . (Y0KOHAMA AIR) 

· . . 

'· · .. 
. . 

. .. ·. I.'' . . . ~ '• 

.. : . · .. 

• • • •• • • 0 
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AUGUST 13, 1942 (Continued) 

1:o. 309 (Cont.) 

The two scouting planes mentioned in my 
serial #40 arrived RR at 1450. 
(GZ#2447 OPNAV 131810-DI) 

It was stated: 

RR is Rabaul. Serial 40 referred 
to above is not in our files. 
(Sum:Iary, 131.400, August, ·!io. · ,4.4) · 

No. 310 

FROMr 
TO I 

INFO:· 

'#078 .Aug. 0.3/0930 
· - : (comd. Truk Air) 
. · { Comd t. Yokohama AIR 

GROUP) . 
_ . . (Comdt. 14TH AIR CORPS?) 

· (Staff Co~. Off. 
5Td AIR ATT FORC) · · 

"At 09- 2 flying boats le:rt RR 

~
Rabaul) tor RXB {tulag~.ft 
GZ#2451 OPNAV 1~2042-DI) 
SUIIl!!lary1 140600, August, No. 82) 

4fhe Ele'Yen th Air Fleet on August ll reported 

that heavy boi:lbera had left !inian !'or the Marcus . 

Islands, and that a seaplane had been shipped to 

Rabaul for use aboard a cruiser. Another enecy 

flying boat was following the route between Truk and . 

Imiejiz 

... 

318 ·.' . 
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ORIGINAL 
1 December 1944 . 

AUGUST 13, 1942 (Continued) 

No, 311 
1416 Au~. 11/0600 

FROM& l (llTH AIR FLEET) 
" replacement heavy bombers 

left Tenian for Marcus Island at __ 
hours today. (BEL 130520-DI) 
(Sumr..ary, 1406001 August, No. 26) 

No. 312 

FROM: 
. #790 ~us.l2/20oo 
· ~Rabaul Rad~o) 

TO : Tokyo Bureau Ord.) 
INFO: Yokosuka) 

No. 313 

Sa1pan Head-Of! of 
Nav. A/C Wks.) 

(Comdr. ~okawa Maru) 
' ( Comdr ~ ·8TH · BASE FOR. , 

Rabaul) 
_ (CINC 8TH FLEET) 

From #28 (?) A1rcr~ft Assembly 
Plant. - - - will send 1 type Zero 

scout seaplane to RR (Rabaul) tor 
( _ ,. KAKO)* 
(*) This is a CRUDIV 6 ship, but not yet 

,·a -definite· KAK.O. 
(GZ#2.453 OPNAV . 132042-DI) : 
(S~ary, 140600, August, No. 66) 

FROM: 

TO : ~ 

I 

I NFO: 

#207 Aug.l2/ (?) 
(Air Base in Truk Gen'l · 

Area) 
. . ~14TH AIR CORPS?) 

' 6TH AIR ATTACK FOR.) 
--- 4TH AIR ATTACK FJR.) 

· 11TH AIR FLEET) , 
', ~4TH FLF.ET) . 

: 5TH AIR ATTACK FOR.) 
BASE FJR.#4 at Truk) 
BASE FOR.#6 at Jaluit) 

319 



ORIGUlAL 
1 Dece!nber 1944 

AUGUST 13, 1942 (C~ntinued) 

N() . 313 (Cont.) 

BOne flying boat of 14TH AIR GR~UP 
arrived PT (Truk) at 1306 . Will take 
off for PYI (Imieji) at 0600 tomorrow~ 
the 1.3th." (GZ#2439 OPNAV 130212- DIJ . 
(Summary, 130600, August, No. 50) 

.. --~ 
. ·-:·· 

. .. : 

. . 

' 
.. 
;: . 
.. ·. ~ 

. . 
. ·:·' 

An ' enemy contact report stated that three Allied 

land planes had sighted, or were attacking, 'the TATSUTA 

which was thought to be near Lae in New Guinea: 

No. 314 

FROM: : ~T~TSUTA) 1.3 August/1050 
tO : Lae) 

1 Unidentified) · . 
IlfFO: .5TH AIR ATTACK F J RCE 

COMCRUDIV lS 

Abbreviated pla'in language contact 
reports which read, ".3 large er.emy land 
planes sighted (or attacking) at 1025 . 
13th". . . 

It was commented: 

This heading tent~tively places 
TATSUTA in New Guinea waters near Lae. 
(COU ' l4 130914-TI) 
(Summary, 1314001 Au~ust, No. 42) 

~ . 
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AUGUST 13, 1942 (Continued) 

No. 315 

FRO?.h 
!0 : 

INFOz 

#(?) Aug.l3/(?) 
:(KANO MARU) Urgent (KIN) 

CRUDIV 18 . 
] (Unidentified) 
.~ (Lae AIR) 

5TH AIR ATTACK FORCE 

(1 to 3) planes are attacl<:1ng and 
p~rsuing.• (BEL .1312~0-DI) 

It was declared: 

The KANO MARU arriTed Kiska July 
31st, but a~parently left for the Rabaul 
Area. l probably garbled for .:-
~J.TSUTA) (SUII13Ciry1 1406001 August, Wo. 87) 

A deciphered Japanese message disclosed that 

an Allied plane had discovered the ene~y convoy ~hich 

was carrying the Buna Occupation Force. It was evi-

dent from this that the Japanese were guarding Allied 

radio channels very closely. 

No. 316 

FRO~~: 
TO t 

Rabaul) 0640, August 14. 
RZJ OCCUPATION FORCE) 
8TH FLEE7) 
11TH AIRON) . · 
8TH BASE FORCE at Rabaul) 

' 

321 
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AUGUST 13, 1942 (Continued) 

No. 316 (Cont.) • 

"At 05- a large ene;uy machine set 
out and discovering the BIDIA OCCUPATION 
FORCE, made the .ro~lowing report& . 
'Sighted convoy comprising 4 transports, 
2 destroyers 1 guriboat, in posi-
tion South 7&-101 Longitude ___ o, 55' 
East.•• (BEL 130520-DI) 

It was indicated: 

RZJ is tentatively identified as 
Buna. 

Visual reconnaissance data of this 
Jap Force is rev.orted in des
pa tch 0736Z/13 (NCR 3184) to OPNAV .ass 
"7-10 S.; 149-55 E., Course 225 degrees, 
at 2054Z/12." · 
(Summary, 1406001 August, N~. 88) . 

!he usual convoy movements were noted on this 
. . 

day. The SATA indicated that it would arrive at Truk 

in the near future ... 

No . 317 
I . ' 

·SATA . com.TJlunica ting lii th Truk 
Harbormaster . ./13 August, indicating 
early arrival th~t place. 
(GT#650 .OPNAV 132028-TI) 
( SUill!Wiry, ·140600 1 August 1 No. 52) 

322 
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I ORIGINAL 
l December 1944 

AUGUST 13, 1942 (Continued) 

On~ convoy was aouth or Formosa; a unit of the 

Eighth Fleet was departing from the n~rth on its 

journey to the »outh; and an air tender of the 

Eleventh Air Fleet was carrying aircraft equipment 

ror the Fifth and Sixth Air Attack Forces 1n the · 

Rabaul areal 

No. 318 

Movement of Convoy south ot Formosa 
indicated in dispatch from CofS PHILIPPINE 
FLEET . . . , Ac'tion CofS. SOUTHERN 
EXPEDITIONARY FLEET N.E.I. 
FORCE . . ; ~SCORT FORCE - 11 
C'JimiNED _ . . 1 3RD _ _ .. 1, Bako, 
Sa~a, Davao, Taihoku, Tarao Convoy Central 
and Naval General Staff at 2030, 12Agust. 
(GT#648 OPNAV 131835-TI) · . 
(S~ary, 131~00, August, N~. 28) 

No. 319 

Ass~ciation indicated _ ; (!.!AYA ?) 
will depart rrom north to proceed snuth
ward in near future probably to join 8TH 
.FLEET. (COM 14 131912-TI) 

It was mentioned: 

identified as a Fleet Unit 
associated with the 8TH FLEET. 
(Summary, 140600, August, No. 33) 

323 
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AUGUST 13. 1942 (Continued) 

No. 320 

Believe MP~U lw111 proceed 
from Kisaratsu to Rabaul Area via Kavieng 
with aircraft equipment for 5TH and 6Tif 
AIR ATTACK FORCES, possibly transporting . 
part of _plane group _ . ..I, ~nd escorted 
by DDs i and ·'· 
(GT-#639 OPNAV 130028-ti) 

It was noted: 

. ·is an air-tender of 11TH AIR 
FLEET. It was noticed in Y~kosuka Area 
about 6 August; Ominato 8 August and is 
now shown at Kisaratsu Air Station. 
{eummary, .13060.0, August, No. 29) 

An urgent dispatch from .a Maru in the Kur&

Sasebo area indicated a possible sighting· of Allied 

rorces in tP~t region~ 

No. 321 

·urgent despatch from ~u at 
. l:400/12:th, Serial #17.7 to .c~mcts. Kure ' 

~ and Sasebo l plus !okio 
~I - _ ·. . , Info: All Ships and Stations 

! Action addressees and wide dis
tribution given this despatch suggests it 
concerns Info, possibly sighting ene~y · 
unit in Sasebo-Kure Area. 
·(BEL 130714-TI) 
(Summary, 1406.001 .August, No. 35) 

J •• • ....... . , 
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AUGUST 13. 1942 (Continued) 

!raftie analysis indicated that a Uaru 

and a-Hospital Ship 

Eu,ire !or ~rtik: 

_, :were about to leave the 

N,, ....,. 322 

~outing and association indicate 
lf.ARU Yill proceed Truk Area !rom . 
Empire. (BEL ·131015-TI) 

No. 323 

It was noticed: 

On 18 July by associations the UARU 
·-· _ ~ placed at Kure destination 'rruk. 
(s~~ry, 140600, August, No. 40) · . 

Routing and as~ociat~on indicate 
1-.!ARU Hospital Ship . ! enroute . . 
Yokosuka to Truk via .Saipan by heading · · 
of Co~unic~tion Zone P.eport. (BEL 131015-TI) . . 

It was observeds 
. . 

August 7th routing and associat~on . ·. 
indicated that the :uRU Hospital Ship 

· was 1n the Yokosuka Area. 
(s~ary, 140600, August, No. 60) 

Another Maru 
. . 

.· 

one associated with the Sixth Base Force also left Truk . ·· ... 

for Jalui t~ to . llhich several . other Yaru:! we.re headed~ · . 
. . . 

· · . .... · • • 1 ~ ' . ·-~\ • 

. ' .. · .... 
. . 

. ·32.5 

.. · .. ;· \ 

~ . \ 
' . . , 

·. 
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!-UGUST 13, 1942 (C~ntinued) 

N~ . 324 

Routing and association 1ndic~ te 
!.t/.RU · enroute Truk to Saipan. 
{BEL i.31015~TI) 

No. 325 

{Surm:nary, 140600, August, Ito. 59) 

FRO?:!: 

TO : I 
. ,i 

#? 11 August/0640 
.. ' (M.ARU Essoci<. ted with 

BASE FORCE) 

~
DESDIV 18) 
Jaluit Radio) 

; Truk Radio) 
-,. D.E. I. F·iRCE) 

6!H 

At 0730, in company with the #7 KYO 
.MARU, we left the ta+ Co!ll!nunica tion Zone 
and entered the #6 Communic~tion Zone. 
Frequency: .3161 kcs. 
(GZ#2449 OPNAV 1.31810-DI) 

It was pointed out: 

DI on 20 July stated, • 
with #.7 KYO ~UffiU arrived Pona--pe--a~t~llOO, 
July 20. · · 

#4 Communication Zone is believed 
Truk Coi!l!:l • . zone. . 

·#6 Communicetion Zone is believed 
Jaluit Comm. Zone. 
{Summary, 1314001 Augnst, No. 29) 

No. 326 

At lO~J, 12 August, Chief of Staff 
4TH FLEET addres~ed Chief of 

326 
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AUGUST 13, 1942 (Continued) 

No. 326(Cont.) 

Staff 2ND 11ST AIR . I 

info P~stroyer _ __ lin DESDIT 29, MARt:f r . 

. :and .' •Comdr lCAYUYOKONU 

l 
I 
I 

I FORCE• --- not understood and possibly 
garbled. Destroyer and MARU shown to be 
in Baipan Communication Zone. 

.. i 

No . 327 

( GT#6.44 OPNAV 13133D-TI) · .. 
(SWlliilary, 131400, ~ugust, lio. 35) 

UARU : 1n Saipan Area headed 
for Jaluit~ (CO~ i4 131912-TI) 

It was remarked& 

MARU · was sh'Jwn to be 1n 
Saipan Communication Zone at 2030/12 
August. . . 
. (Sum::lary 140600, August, No. 39) 

• ~· -. • I 

Positive identification or the convoy carrying 

Air Squadron Eleven ·to southern waters waa made~ and · 
. . . . . . . . . . . .. 

two Yarns connected ·with the EleTenth Air neet were 

noticed. · One uas heading !or Yokosuka and the other ·::. · ~· .. : · · · 
• • I - • • . ~ .. 

departing therefrom for Kavieni~ · · -.- .·. -~ · 

' . .· ,, ·,: ... : . :~,i :. ;~{ y> ~-:i. ::_; ·_: :.: ·i: ·_~:; ::J -~· :.:··: : ::::_ ~ No. 328 

Tokyo s~nt · s~vera:i· me.ssaees · and ·. · · 
cal led following stations ·several times ' · · 
on regular ;Broadcasts; llARUS 

327 
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AUGUST 13, 1942 {Continued) 

No . .328 (Cont.) 

J DD in DES RON 2 
i DD in ESCORT FORCE 

KJ~iiKA'f'iA :.LARU . and Takao Air 
- I • Station _ . _;; thts group solid, 

inclusion o! KPJ~IKA\'/A MARU indicates 
this might be convoy carrying AIRRON 11 
to Southern Area. (COM 14 131914-TI) 

It was stated: 

Broadcast is com~arable to our 
FOX schedules. l.:ARU ·entered the 
Ominato Communication at i600/2nd August 
MARU . ·despatch #73 Aug. 8th states 
"Scheduled to depart 12 August for Kiska.." 

KJL\UKAWA !.V:.RU, Serial i/894, 11th 
August 1 "This ship at present load in~ 
planes at Yokosuka and will depart (?) 
the 23rd - w - cruising schedule (?) 
from Yokosuka to F~ (Rabaul).• 
(s~ary, 140600, August, No. 3) 

No • .329 

FROM: 

TO I 

INFOz 
1 

#153 Aug.ll/(?) 
(NITCHO MJ~U IN 11TH 

AIR FLT.) 
. (CofS 11TH AIR FLEE!) 

(Yokosuka CofS) 

wneparting for Yokosuka on 12th.~ 
·(GZ#2434 OPNAV 130112-DI) 

It was co~enteds 

The NITCHO MARU left Jaluit about 
July 2S. 
(SU~~~Y, 130600, August, No. 30) 

328 
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AUGUS! 13, 1942 (Continued) 

No. 330 

FBOM: 
TO 1 

INFO: 

#086 Aug. 13/1300 
MARU in 11TH AIR FLT.) 

• cnte coMBINED FLEF!) 
Comdr. · 11TH AIR FLEET) 
Maizuru) 
Comdr. 5TH AIR ATTACK 

FORC.) 
' (Comdr. 6TH·AIR ATTACK 

.FOR.) 
! (Comdr. BASE FORCE #8 

at Rabaul) 
_.i (Comdr. BASE FORCE at 

Kavieng) 
(Yokos';lka Chi.ef of Staff) 

•Departing Yokosuka (?) for BO 
(Kavieng?) today, the 13th at 1300. 
Scheduled to arrive RO about 1500 on 19thP 
(GZ#2459 OPNAV 13222S-DI) . 
(Summary, 140600, August, No • .37) 

A convoy,- including twc tankers, had arrived 

at Rabaul for th~ AZUMA YARU announced its presence 

there, as did the ComZ!lander of a !iaru Armed Guard: 

No . 231 

FROM: 

~0 ' 
II\FO; 

·. · #419, August 12. 
· tcover Orifin Call) ·. 
1 6TH FLEET · 

.i 4TH FLEE~ . 

~From Co~ander SUPPORTING FORCE(?). 
Passed to CR'JDIV 18. AZffi\A M.ARU arrived 
Rabaul.u (BEL 130423-DI) 

- - -- --· 

329 , 
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AUGUST 13, 1942 (Continued) 

No. 331 (Cont.) 

It was declar~d: 

!he AZUllA Al.A.RU appeared to be part 
of a convoy which included the tankers 
SATA ! and .1 'rhe AZUM.A llARU 
apparently operated as a transport in the 
•SN" operation. 
(S~ary, 1314001 August, Wo. 32) 

No. 332 

FROli: 

TO • • 

I NFO: 

• (J..!ARU -Comdr. Armed 
Grd·. a board a MARU) 

Tokyo Navy llin1ster) 
Yokosuka Comdt.) 
Tokyo Trans. Section) 
CIHC 4TH FLT.) 

. Cil~C 8TH FLT.) 
?) 

. Comdr. 8TH BASE FOR.) 

"Arr1ved ·RR (Rabaul) 1300-----. 
(GZ#2452 OPNAV 132042-DI) · 
(Summary, 1406001 August, No. 79) 

A deciphered message from the Chief of Start 

of the Japanese Netherlands · ~ East Indies Force indi- · 

cated that a Maru carrying the Y~kosuka #3 Special 

Landing Force would leave for Rapaul some time after 

August 12. 

330 
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AUGUST 13, 1942 {Continued) 

]1'). 333 

FROM-:-. -
0 : 

INFO% 

#406 Aug. "09/1610 
- Dutch EAST I1"DIES F·1R.) 

COMBINED FLEET) 
·--- ---- CRUDIV 7) 

DESRON 3 1n 1ST FLEET) 
. _ ) DESDIV 2 in DESHON 2) 

I DESDIV 15 in DESRON 2) 
__ . :' )#10 BASE FORCE) 

_. t \MARU) . -

Fr-:>m Chief of Staff of GKF (NEI 
FJRCE). . 

. 'the #2 ( J- M.ARU) carrying 
the Yokosuka #3 SPECIAL · L~~DING FORCE 
will depart Ambon - •for RR (Rabaul) 
about · · !- date) {later than 
12 .August). lOTH BASE FORCE provide 
esc::>rt. 
(GZ#2465 OPNAV 132344-DI) 

It was indicated: 

lOT.d BASE FORCE IS BASED AT Ambon. 
(Summary, 140600, August, N9. _86) 

A tender of the EleTenth Air Fleet was 

observed to be at Yokosuka on August 11, and a sub-

tender of the CHOGEI Class announced its arriTa1 

at Truk on Augus t 13. The KJJ!OI, and air tender, was 

en route from Kwajalein to Rabaul. 

. 331 
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AUGUST 13, 1942 (Continued) 

No. 334 

11TH AIR FLEEt tender .. at 
Yokosuka. {C~Y l4 131912-TI) 

It was mentioned; ' 

Shown. at Yoko suka on the 1.1. th also. 
(S~ry, 140600, August, No. 30) 

No. 332 

FROM: 
#270 Aug. 13/1030 

__ \ (Comdr. Sub-Tender, 

No. 336 

TO 1 
Il~FO: 

CHO~EI Class) 
. ~SUB FORCE CO~DR.) 
: \.4TH. FLEET) 

~Arrived PT. (Truk).• 
(GZ#2458 OPNAV 132 ~28-DI) 
(Summary, 14G6001 August, Wo. 51) 

KAMOI . • originated serial 
427, at 06301 12th, apparently Communi
cation Zone report indicating that 
vessel en.route !rom Kwajalein Area · 
· · \ to Rabaul · · .. Yove:nent 

Report ~428, by same vessel, at 0630, 
12th is also indicative of this move
ment. (BEL 131000-TI} 
(Summary, 140600, August, No. 50) 

'· 

· Several unidentified Japanese units were operat

ing along the supply line from the Empire t9 the 

Solomons area. Partially deciphered messages gave 

332 
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AUGUST 13, 1942 (Continued) 

hints as to their future operations·; The _land 

the ;le!t the Yokosuka area and entered that 

of SaipanJ the .' stated that it would not pro-

ceed to Davao, and the . !announced that 1 t would 

arrive at Truk around the fourteenth. A message from 

\was thought to deal with _future arrange~ents 

for berthing or supplying an enemy Task Force 1nc1ud-

ing battleships, carriers and ~estroyersj and a man- . 

o!-war ~hich had been !ormer1y associated with the 

CHOKAI, announced its departure from the Empire for 

Rabaul. 

No. 337 

_, ~Unidentified) · :/}514, August 2. 
i 4TH AIR ATTACK FORCE) . 

. .' Saipan Radio) · 

. , Yokosuka) 

FROM: 
TO , J 

WAt will leave Yokosuka Communi-
cation Zone and enter #5 {Saipan) Co~~uni
cation Zone.ft (GZ#2437 OPNAV 1?0112-DI) 
(Summary, 130600, August, No. 48) 

No. 338 

FRO~t 
TO I 

Au~ust 1?.. 
: ~Unidentified} #184 

. . ' Yokosuka) 
: Unidentified) 
: Saipan) 

333 



8 
C. 

-( 

C. 

;. -

I 
I 
I ORIGINAL 
I l. D_eeembe~ 1.944 

~ AUGUS~ 13, 1942 (Continued) 

Wo. 33g (Cont.) 

. At 1000, on 12th, will leave 
Yokosuka CommQ~1cation Zone and enter 
#5 Communication Zone. 
(GZ#2443 OPNAV 130327-DI) 

It was noted: 

#5 Communication Zone apparently 
Saipan. . · 
(Summary~ 1306001 August, No. 49) 

No . 339 

FROM: 
TO I 
INFO: 

. #491 Aug.l~/(?) 
• __ 

1 (Unidentified) 
Chi e! of Staff 3RD FLEET 
Chief of Staff 8TH FLEET 
DaTao BASE FORCE 

"Third Serial · • ~s 
FORCE? · will omi·c proceeding to Davao. • 
{Remainder unreadable). 
(BEL 130520-DI) 

I .t . w~s noticed: 

. On 10 August ,i wa~ ordered to 
3o1n 8TH FLEET. · -
(Su.:nmary,- U06oo, August, No. 81) 

No. 3-kO 

F.RO!J: 
TO I 
INFOt 

. #097 Aug.l2/(?) 
_ . .. _ • Unidentified) , 

: RabaUl.) , .. · .- · 
•1 4TH) · 
~ #4 BASE RJRCE) 
.' Unidentified) 

. ·.·· 

. .. 
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No. 340 (Cont.) 

BAddressed· to CINC 8TH, change 
8TH FLEET Order #11 to the 
~arbled) will arrive Truk a~b-ou-t~--

/14th." . 
...,.,{B=EL=---=-1~309 5 9-D I) 

It was obserTed: 

On 12 .August , {unidentified) 
was sh~wn to be in Saipan Communication 
Zone. 
(Summary, 140600, August, No. 55) 

Nc. 341 

1 tentatively identified as at Truk 
addressed following: 

HARUNA) 
KIRISHI!iA) 
KONGO) ·----- ... =~ . ~~~~ARU) 

Destroyer 
Destroyer 

1Uniden tif'ied 
Unidentified {possible tender) 

Originator :is not well substantiated 
as being at Tru..lc. Suffix is not urile!'-
stood. Research to identify continues. 
(GT#645 OPNAV 131550~TI) 

Ref. GT#645: Research indicat'es very 
probably Truk. Therefore subject 
message possibly deals with arrangements 
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J{o. 341 (Cont.) ··:· 

JJo. 342 

tot berthing or aupplying BattleshiP
Carrier-Destroyer Force, although ·it 
seems likely that a high command would · 
be included as addressee or such a 
message. Beseareh continues by GZ. 
(GT.#647 OPNAV 131655-!I) · ·. · -: · 

- {Summ~ry, 131400, .August, lio. 19)· · · . . : , .. 
.. ··.· 

. ·. · . -· . . 

·-

· Uniden t1!1e.d Fleet Ship · - · I .. · · · ~ .- . · . ·.· 
originated moTe::nent report at · l000/13th · : · ··· . ... .. : : : 
apparently departure .from home waters · · · .-. _, . 
tor Rabaul. {GT#650 OPNAV 132028-TI) ·.: _,:. ~ -~ .: _. :· ._,. 

It was pointed out• 
. . . . ;:. . ~ .. . . 

•'. . --~ . :- . ~ .... 

This ship was assoeia ted with the . _. _, ·. ·· · 
CHOKAI on 20 and 23 July. It is eonsid- . ·. · · . · . . · . ·. · _-. 
ered a Yan-o.f-war and destined for STH · . . · · 
FLEET.~ It apparently did not go South '· .. ·· --·. 
with the CHOKAI. On 8 August BELCOlfNTi'...N ··, ··,·. - · -':-· 
reported _it left. Maizuru. 'rh1s departure · -.~ ·: _ . . ~- .-< ._ 
seems to indicate it is enroute ·Rabaul · · - · · , : . : · 

(~!;., · i4o6oo, August,-· lfo • . 32) -. <:. :·~-- -~~:: )::::. --<--.;~.{-~ 
·. • .. • • 0 . ... ; . ·. ·. : ... • ··. 

· ... · ... .· . ·. · .. ···:· 
:1 message to unidentified ordered it · .: -~·.,-: __ --. · 

to proceed to :R~baui lr!l~;e· • d~tac~~t or: c1Tll :\ ._-· .: ~--- ·_. · .. · ~ 
.. . . . : . . . . . . ~ ~ .. . :' ~ --~· . ··'.;.~ ~-:.· · .. . "' 

engineers from Truk was belieYed ·to ·be operatingt .. . , ·" ,~ ---· . <· ·.-
. ; .. ·. . . ·: . ·. ::· :. : .. ";· .~- . ~ ':; ~ ::.: :_.~ ~):. ~:;~- ~--\- :':'-.: . 

. _ .. · '! . • .. ':" • ., • ... ,:, c. : . ;"" • • • 

. . ... 1 •• 

.. 
' .... 

. ·' ":· .. · .. :· . . -· -

f 

. . . . . . . .. · __ : _.'·. -~~ .. -~:<, ::·: -r: ·~=>~~·: ·y . 

' · .·.· : · ,: · -.· ~ .. ;.r:. , :·. ":)~,~-.· _;t;,:~ -~ . 
I • • ._ ... • ~ 

• • \ • •• • •• ; : -- ~ • ..... . . .-· ,1. • •• : " • 

.. . :~ · ·. i h. • • • • - ~ : • '\ ~t6t/ .. ~ •· 
::. . . . .. . .· . •·. . .. ~ : . ·.: 

.' . . . : . . .. . " .". ·':.·. ·.• . .. 

. ,' 
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AUGUST 13, 1942 (Continued) 

No. 343 

:wRR DETACit:!E!'TT" of' Truk 
Civil Engineers noted. 
(GT#645 OPNAV 131550-TI) 
(s~~ry, 131400, August, No • .34) 

N:> • .344 

FROM: 
Tv : 

#226 August 13/07.30 
I.(Rabaul) 
,f?) 
(sasebo Uvtt. Report 

Office) 

"- - - - -* procee·d Rabaul." 
(*) (Preslli~e ~his is to be carried out 

by 
(GZ#2454 OPNAV 1.32042-TI) 
{SU!IL"llary 1 .1406001 August, No. 78) 

A message !rom the Commander in Chief of the 

Co$bined Fleet mentioned two place designators which 

could not be identified at this time: 

No. 345 

FRO.Mt 
#781 Aug. 11/(?) 

:{CINC C01:IBINED) 
. 

~nreadable) but mentions place desig
nators RHJ and RHL. Believe this 1st 
appearance RH series. No clue on location. 
(BEL 1.30520-DI) 
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AUGUST 13, 1942 (Continued) 

No. 345 (Cont.) 

· It was remarked: 

Washington Unit translated this and 
got RHL and RH- See Item .371 Page 121 
RI Summary 1.30600/Q August. ··· 
{Summary, 140600, August, No~ 80) 

Submarine traffic decreased in Tolume on this 

day, but several messages indicated tha~ the Commander 

of Submarine Squadron One was on the way !rom ·Yokosu_~ 

to the Rabaul-So1omons areas 

No. )46 

Submarine traffic noticeably down 
in volume. (COH 14 1.30918-TI) 
(811mmary1 131.4001 August, No. 46) .. 

No. 347 

COMSUBRON l addressed hia squadron · 
and included usual bases from Chiehijima 
to Rabaul suggesting his Squadron 1ess 

. will proceed from Empire to South
east. (COM 14 1.30918-TI) 

It was stated: 

COMSUBRON 1 with SUBDIV or 
that squadron was, by traffic routing o~ 
10 August, placed 1n Ja1uit Area. On 3 
August COM 14 indicated belie! SUBRON 1 
has two Divisions 1n Em~ire and one 
Division in 8TH FLEET Area. 
{Summary, 1.31400, August, No·. 47) 

. -· 
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· No • . 3!,.8 

COMSUBRON 1 underr1ay from Yokosuka 
for 8TH FLEET area via Saipan 4rea. pos
sibility SUBDIVS i a.nd : in 
SUBRON 1 will accompany ·coi~BUER~Hl 1 . or 
will follow later to Southeast. 
(COM 14 131928-TI) 
(Summary, 140600, August, No. 96) 

An operational dispatch from !okuyama gave rise 

to the suspicion that an Allied sub~arine was operat

ing in this area. Another contact report indicated 

the probable· presence of an Allied submarine in a 

different area: 

No. 349 

Tokuyama address . . originated 
Operational D~spatch, Serial 328 at 1300 
12th to MARU . .. · .~~ . Info: Chief of·· ·. 
Staff Ypkosuka · . ..'• Naval Minister 
. \ . Co::nd t •. Kure -...... ___ . and CINC 
CO:.ffiilmD · • Reason for use Opera-
tional Type Code in this Area not clear. 
unless due operations Allied sub~arine. 
(BEL 130714-TI) 
(Summary, 140600, August, No. 34) . . 

No. 350 

No originator message reports a 
submarine at 07-50 N, ·100-05 E. at 2000 
on 13th. (GT#643 OPNAV 131330-DI) 

***'* 
~---· .. _-,.,- :-.-.-

- - - - --- - -
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AUGUST 13) 1942 (Continued) 

No. 350 (cont.) 

It was commented: 

!his has appearance of contact 
report and it is believed a contact of a 
Jap Unit with a U.S. Submarine. 
(Summary, 131400, August, No. 45) 

Japanese submarines were noticed et Truk and 

in the New Britain-Solomons area: 

No. 351 

Routing an4 association indicate 
submarine Unit · · 1 at !ruk or 1n 
Truk Area. (BEL -131015~TI) 

It 1VaS declaredr 

Sub Unit · .' despatch #266 
August 9 will depart icwajalein at 1·500 
arriving ~ruk at 1900 13 August. 
{Summary, 1406001 August, No. 93) 

No. 352 

C01!SUBRON 7 · . , / reported sight-
ing 1 enemy plane at 0830/12th. 
{BEL 131015-TI) 

It was indicated: 

SUBROtr 7 operating in the New 
Britain-solomons Area. 
(Summary, 140600, August, No. 94) 
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AUGUST 13. 1942 (Continued) 

No. 353 

SUbmarine positions: 
Staff Communication Officer SUBDIV 

SUE J, in sryBRON 7, 163 East, 06 South, 
at 1200/Z, 13 August. 

_l {Sub j), of SUBRON 71 161 
East, 04 South, at 0600/Z. 13 August. 

J (SUBBON 6 - . ) 164 East, 
05 South, at 0600/Z, 13 August. 
(CO~ 14 131928-TI) 
(Summary, 1406001 August, ·wo. 95) 

The Bulletin of the Com:aander in Chief of the 

Pacific Fleet for Aug~st 13 read as follows: 

llo. 354 

FROMl CINCPAC 130307 
!0 s COMSOPAC 13 AUGUST 1942 

CC:MlWR\YESTSEAFROH 
CQMV;ESTSEAFRON 
COM!iJ_WSEAFRON 
COMP ASEAFRO!f 
CO MINCH 
CDRS ALL TF PAC 
COMSWPACFOR 

FRO!! CINCPAC. COlliNC.S:. GIVE TO OPNAV AND 
co;~NAVFORCES EUROPE. 

NCR 2935 J BULLETIN NO. 150 

SHO!CA..W, IIAYATAY'u\, RYUJO, ZUIHO, 
HITAKA (ALL CARRIERS) ARE IN SOUTHERN 
JAPAJf. KASUGA MARU ESCORTED BY DESDIV ,7 
ARRIVING E1IPIRE SHORTLY. ZUIKA-l{U 
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AUGU~T 13, 1942 (Continued) 

}ITo. 35A (Cont.) 

BELIEVED IN COMPANY \riTH OTHEP. CARRIERS. 
PRESE?:T INDICATIONS KAMIK.AWA MARU STILL 
AT YOKOSUKA BUT ~ILL LEAVE FOR NEW 
BRITAIN SHORTLY. KASEl~ BELIEVED STILL 
AT. KUP.E. BY D/F SUB~tARINES ALL SOUTH 
~~D EAST: 6-165; 10-167; 7-166; 9-168. 

An interesting dispatch of July 7 !rom the 

Japanese Ambassador in Chile to Tokyo was translated 

on this day. It described the efforts of Japanese 

agents in South America to keep Chile neutralt 

No. 355 

FROM: Santiago (Yamagata) #457, July 7 
~0 : Tokyo. 

(T\vo parts complete) 
(Strictly secret. To be handled 

in superintendent's code). 

or course we should retain our preroga
tives as a belligerent; however, at the 
sa!!le time I think we should view this coun
try's attitude with sympathy considering 
the position it is in. That I believe to 
be the best way to keep her neutral. At 
the time of the gover~ent•s statement not 
long ago those were the lines along which 
I argued with the Foreign !Yiinister, and I 
see no other plan for us to pursue for the 
moment. The United States is continuing 
her agitation here more than ever: (1) ~he 
is spreading propaganda among the people, 

I 
! 
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AUGUBT 13, 1942 (Continued) 

No. 355 (Cont.) 

particularly among the Communists; (2) she 
is stirring u.p the Leftists, among which 
are many students; (3) she is bringing 
economic pressure to bear, and '(4) the 
American Ambassador is harassing the gov-. 
ernment. 

Washington is remiss along none of 
those four lines and th~o..s puts the Gov
ernment of Chile 1u a frightfully diffi
cult predicament. Tne reason why this · 
country is still maintaining neutrality 
is primarily because sh~ is not yet 
totally strangled economically. (I might 
mention, .however, that while . in June 
there were 98 million litres of gasoline, 
in July there were only 78 million.) 
~hen too, the war is going ~avorably for ---
the Axis. ....... ___ .-

lfow let me t:~ugeest to you something 
which I think would be the best policy 
to help along in making Chile stay neutral. 
I believe that our Navy ·should, in the sea . 
·south of Pan~a (with the exception of 
territorial waters of Chile), sink American 
warships. You knor. we have got to shut 
the mouths of people .here who argue that 
Japan's energy was sapped at the Coral . 
Seat at Midway and in the Aleutians, and 
tha~ consequently she cannot attack the 
Pacific coast of .South America. 

I ca~ see no other recourse, so will 
you please arrange to carry out this 
measure immediately. · 
(GZ#5860 ·, OPNAV 132228-DI) 
(s~~ary, 1406oo; August, No. 4) 
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AUBUST 11, 1942 (Continued) 

No. 133 (cont.) 

It was pointed out: 
·-

:is identified by OPNAV 
as 6TH AIR ATTACK FOF.CE. 
(Summary, 120600, August, No. 18) 

No, 134 

FF.OM: 
TO r 

#926 Aug. 10/0800 
- : ~6Trl AIR ATTAC:~ FORCE) 

·1 Unidentified) 
· Unidentified) 

"21 heavy bombers and 2 transport 
planes ~t Kisaratsu Air· departed from 

for Tenian at 080o.n 
#416 Aug. 10/1620 

FROA~: . : (6TH AIR ATTACK FORCE) 
TO : . -: . ) (11TH AIR ?tEET) 

"21 heavy bombers and 2 transport 
planes arrived Tenian at 1530, ~nd 
'rill depart ~OT Vunakanau at 0700, 
tomorro':'.' 11th." 
(BEL-102032-DI) (!.!EMO#ll-2) · . 
(Sw::unary, 11400, August, No. 39) · 

•. 

. ''~, 
.. ; · \ 

. . : '.· \ 
; I 

. . ' \ 
~\:. , ~ 

,~ I ,, 
\ \ . 
,~ 

: .. \. 
'\ '\ .' ' . 

\ 

. . .. : \ 
. 

Although there ','!as very _little activity in the· · 
,. 
f 
~ 

Mandates, there were some indH:ations that the units · . .. ··. \ 
. ... \ ,. . 

. :::\ 
'\ . ,.: . 

\ 

of the Fourth Air Attack Force would b~ withdrawn 

from the Marshalls and sent to· the Solomonss 

. . . . ·· 
No. 135 . . ~·- ?t ~::~ .·::. 

:/. •• • • •• •.. I \ 
I 
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AUGUST 14, 1942 

Radio traffic on August 14 was com~aratively 

light. !he Third Air Attack For~e in East Honshu and 

the commanders in the Rabaul area r.ere . most active • 

. Rabaul finally established direct radio communication• 

with Tokyo on a frequency of 4580 kilocyeless 

No. 356 

· Comparatively light volume. East 
Honshu (3RD AIR ATTACK) .and Southeastern 

No. 357 

~
Rabaul) Area most active. 
COM 14 141838-TI) 
Sumcary, 1506001 August, No. 1) 

Rabaul Radio · has now estab-
lished direct radio communication with 
!okyo · . ·., using 4580 kcs. Both 
stations employ same channel. 
(BEL 1407.30-TI) 
{Summary, 1506001 August, No. 64) 

The Navy General Staff issued ·several dispatches 

to major co~~anders 1n the Solomons area~ 

N·:) . 358 

Navy General Staff originated several 
to Com.'llc.nder-in-Chief C0t1BI!IT:D, 2:-·JD and , 
8TH FLEETS~ 1ST and 11TH AIR FLEETS and 
SUBFORCE. ~COM 14 140622-TI) 
(Summary, 141400, August, No. 9) 
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AUGUST 14, 1942 (Continued) 

~e Commander 1n Chie~ of the Beeond Fleet waa 

thought to be en route to the southern area, and . 

frequent radio associations with him by the Commander 

in Chief of the First Air Fleet indicated that opera

tions were being planned: 

No. 359 

Chiefs of Staff 2ND . i, and 1ST 
AIR . ~ included in heaqing of. 2 part 
despatch from COMAIRRON 25. _l , indi-
cating increased association those commands 
with onerations in southern area. 
(Bel i407.30-TI) 

It was commented: 

CINC 2ND FLEET appears enroute to 
Southern Area and was indicated in the 
Saipan Communication Zone Aug. 14th, at 
21.37. COMAIRRON 25 appears in the Rabaul 
.Area. The CINC lS! AIR FLEET appears in 
Empire Waters. · .. · 
(S~ry, 1506001 August, Wo. 33) 

.. · .. 

It appeared certain that Cruiser Division SeTen 

and Destroyer Squadron !hree, which had frequently 

been associated with the base force at Yakassar, 

Balikpapan, and Ambon, were now operating under the 
.• 

Co~ander in Chie~ of the Third Fleet: 

~-~45 . 

. . -__: ·7:: ·_; ~ :.:.,.- .. - ' ' 

·~ 

. :· 

-~ . · ... . . . 
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No. 360 

Comdr. HAKASSAR EASE FORCE 
originated one long despatch Serial 985~ 
~t 1230, 13th, address~d COMCRUDIV 7 

. ;, CO~ESRON ; . ...' and Cop1drs. 
of DESDIVS 2 __ ! and 15 . . IJ 
info CINC 3RD .. ~ - During past few 
days CRUDIV 7 and DESRON 3 have repeatedly 
been associated with BASE ~JRCES at · 
MAKASSAR, BALIKPAPAN, and P.;t1BON ~ .11 
and appear to be operating under CilW 
3RD FLEET. (BEL 140730-TI) . 
(s~~~ry, 150600, August, No. 81) . 

]{o. 361 

COMCRUDIV 7, C01IDESRON 3, DEEDIVS 
' of DESROlf 2, and : of DE.SRON 

4, associated with Makassar. 
(COM 14 140626-TI) 

It was decided: 

The association of COMDESRDN 3 and 
COMCRUDIV 7 with .Makassar was noted prev-i
ously, date and time or COMDESRON 3 des-· 
pa~ch to COMCRUDIV 7, CinC N.E.I. FORCE 
and inf'o CinC COMBINED 1 COMDESDIV ~- - · I 

and Makassar Base, was 0110, 12 August. 
On 13 August C~ 14 stated, •Nothing 
seen to change preTious indic~ tions . 
CRUDIV 7~ DESRON 3, and KAGU MARU were 
headi ng Eastward toward Rabaul. A~ten
tion is called here to RI Summary 
140600/~ August, item 72, and subsequent 
correction· in RI S~ary .141400/Q August, 
page 2; ite!ll 3, in connection with proba
bility destination CRUDIV 7 and ass~ciated 
units. (S~ary1 1414001 August, No. 34) 

346 
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!UGUS'r 14, 1942 (Continued) 

No. 362 

COMCRUDIV 7 is believed to be the 
.. concealed originator of Serial 280 at 
· 1950 . 13th, Addressed.to CI~C COMBINED 
_ __ _ _ . i , 2nd FLEET~ /~ THIRD fLEET 

_ _ _; , and 16! AIR FLEET. _ _ .• ."J into 
TRUK BASE FORCE • ) , Comdrs •. of DES-
RON 2 • • . _ ) , PESRON .3 . ) , and 
DESRON_ 4 J~ Com4rs. B~IKPAPAli - _ 
.. ~ and ~SSAR _ _I BASE FORCES, 
CINC 4tH 1, and Vice Chief NaTal 
General Starr • • ). (BEL 141045-!I) 
{Summary1 1506001 ·Augus-t, No. 78) 

A partially deciphered d~spatch !rom the ·Chief: 

o! starr o! the Eighth Fleet m~ntioned a scheduled 

arri Tal or unidentified units at GU!.dalcanal en t.~e 

:fifteenth a 

No. 363 
. . 

_ .. - :Serial 240 o! 14th; just 
reached us · and we cannot read much, but 
is from Chief of Staff 8TH FLEET, and . 

-· mentions ,. schedu1ed arrive RXI on 15th. • 
Lun·ga (on Guadalcanal) also may'·be men
tioned. (GZ# 2488_ OPiiAV l.42l25~DI) 

. - (MEMO 11.4-.3) · · - · _ . · 

It was indicated: 

RXI is Guadalcanal, 
(Summary, -150600, August, No. 62) 
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AUGUST 14, 1942 (Continued) 

Other dispatches originated by the Eighth 

Fleet diecuased the departure or an occupation force 

from Rabaul to Gizo Island, which is located south 

of Bougainville in the Solomonaz 

No. 364 

two despatches of 8TH FLEET origin 
mention questionable Gizo of which first 

. half is comfirmed, followed by •Island" 
1n one and •OCCUPATION ~ORCE~ in second. 
Second gives data 14th which ~y possibly 
be date denarture from ·Rabaul fo~ Gizo 
Island. Despatches now being worked and 
will report further findings. 
(BEL 140800-DI) (MEMO #14-1) 

It was ment~.oned: 

Gizo Island is 08°-05' South, 156°-
. 50' East, almost due South of Bougainville 
in Solomon Islands. 
(SU!ll!llary1 141400, August, No. ~1) 

j 

' I 

Communication between an authority, tentatiTely 

identified as the director-inspector of personnel, and 

several important units or ·a Japanese striking force 

v1as thought to refer to personnel assigned to the · 

ships arriving in the Malay area: 
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No. 365 

FROth 

TO . . 

12 August/1350 
(Tentative Inspector 
Director Personnel at 
present in Saigon) 

_,: Auxiliary) . , 
1 Ship o! DESDIV 
I Ship of DESDil 
I HARUNA) . . 
. KIRISHIUA) . . 

. :: KONGO) . 
I ZUIKAXU) 

KASUGA MARU) 
f: o! l) 

Suffix used ·after each addressee. · 
Possibility of personnel assignoents to 
units . l'isted when and if they arrive Jlalay 
Area suggested, also Personnel Officer 
{Ship) for suffix -appears likely. ·. 
(COM l.4 · 14062.4-TI) . . · . 

It was mentioned: 
-

This is believed the same message . 
reported in RI Summary 131400/Q August, - . 
page 6, ·item 19. · · ·. · · - .. ·. .: ·· 
(SW!l!llary, 1414001 August, No~ 40) · · 

No. 366 · 
. . 

... .... 
' . 

· Despatch originated by address 
(referred to in OPllAV 131.440 as -- . .) .· 
interpreted here as follows~ . 

tentatively identified as 
Director-Inspector .Personnel now located · ... 
in Saigon Area. nas in Truk during first 
p~rt of May, returning Yokosuka middle 

··~ .. 

. . 
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No. 366 (Cont.) 

Jlay, later going south to Malay Area. 
\ 

L~ong addressees _/ believed to be 
tanker or fleet auxiliary, and 
a unit in j a minor co~and in 
SOUTH CHINA FLEET. Su:ffix . Jmay be 

· Ship's Personnel Officer corresponding 
to . -~ Division Personnel Officer. 

Assuming that originator ! is 
Personnel Officer in Saigon Area then 
this despatch suggests many poss1b111-

· ties. One assumption~ That Naval 
personnel 1n this erea available for . 
uni t ·s addressed who may be expected 
receive in that area. 

In anQther despatch ·today, 
·addressed INDIES FORCE and Medical 
Address 1n South China . . :, 1nfor-. 
mation 4 principal Empi~e Per~onne1 
Bureaus. (COM 14 140238-!I) 
(Summary, 141.400, August, No. 41) 

It was thought that a ba.ttleshi:p 

was leaving the Empire for a northern assignment: 

·. 

No. 367 

Several indications noted 12-13 
August that tentative battleship : · · 

.moving out of Yokosuka to Northern 
Area~ · (GT#653 OPNAV 141545-~I) 
(summ~ry, 141400, August, · No~ .21) .. · 
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Cruiser Division Six was still at Kavieng, but 

it was thought that possibly one ship of this organi

%ation had been sunk: 

N:>. 368 

· Cine S!H under Rabaul cover addressed 
CRUDIV 6 and SUBRON 7 collectively, CinC 
CO!~INED FLEET and Operations Section 
General Staff. (COY 140626-!I) . 

It was noted: 

On 13 August TI indica ted C01WRUDIV 6 
continued association with KaTieng. COM
SUBROll 7 with SUBDIV . _ were indica ted 
in Truk Zone on 10 Au~~st by traffic rout- . 
ing. . ·(Sub .) of SUBRON 7 on 
13 August by D/F, was in 161° E, 046 s. On 
12 August . (SUBRON 7) was an action 
addressee in a despatch which directed some 
submarine unit to uroceed to RXF (Pavuvu 
Islands ?) believed close to Bou~ainville. 
( Sutn-aary, 1.4l400, August, No. 3 0) 

369 . 

An unidentified concealed originator 
at P.abaul originated Serial #237 at 1500 
13 August addressed for actio11 Nava~ Min-
ister . .. ; Inf~H CHClK.AI .• 
QOMCRUpiV 6 ), Chief of Na~al Affairs 

, Tokio Personnel Office . . ) arid 
Commanding Officer . of the K..fLl(O (?) .) 
shown aboard :M.ARU .: • This taken as 
some indication that one ship of CRUDIV ' 6 
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... · . 
. t:' •. ·. • .. • : .. · 

. ·.. . ... . . 
• • •• - .. -.. . "t" 

·. . ... 
· "" . .. . .. 

. . ·' . -. ": 

It ·wa·s .noticed: ·> .: .. · ··· '' .. , ·.<· ~·:·<· · . 
• r • .. • • • • •• • • • •. • ·.:i'\ •' : ._:·· • ~· • ~ I' • • • '"'- • •, • • ,: .:, 

· .· · .· · · · 1 ap~ears ·to .· be a )/.ARU -aaso- ~.:: ·.~ .; : : . · · : ·· .::·:~ : .. 
.. cia ted with the 4!H BASE FORCE (Truk). ··:_ ... · .· ·. , .. ; ·· .. · . . 
· · Th1 s MARU rep•)rted 1 ts arri T~l . at Ra baul. . ·- · :· .--. : .. . > 
· at 1300/12 August. . · · ·. ,. · : · ~ ··· : . .. · . · - ·: :: ·. 

(Sll!!lmary~ .1506001 August, No. :7.5) · · .. · .. . ·: .:··.: . · · · 
: ~ •. ' ... . ..... ... 

• ~ • # 

~- 0 

.. ~ - "!he Com!n.mders of De·atroy~r .D~V:is1on!! ~o~ and ·_ : . . · 
. . ~- . . .. .. 

SeYenteen l'fere 1n the Raba~ area. ·.- .. Destr_oyer D1v1s1on: ·. 

Four waa esco~ting th~ II<X~I .De.tach'Il.ent; . -~- .sp'~ciaiiy :-:_-~-- . 
·:·. ' : .. .... : · .... . ~:·- . :-.. 

trained occupation forcez · .. . . ~ .. . , 
• ~ I 

~ . . . . . 

. . . . . . ., .. .•· :.·: 
• • • • • • • ; · -·· • .... • ? ."';-~· .. .. 

}Jo. )70 '·. · · ... ' · ·r o •• •. • · • .. •• •• • • • •• .._ 

•. :~· : . . . . : ' . •' '· ·.• ~ :·~- . :.:_:--- -: ·._ ·- ·~:.· .- . ,• . . . . . .:.:.".. ,.· .. ··. 
COMDESDIV 4 . . . i plus Destroyers . . .. . _ .. , . 

' and · of -DESDIT 4 1n Rabau+ Area.-·· . ~ -,.<:.'': ;-_ 
··,:·(BEL 1410.4-~!I) ·_, .",>> ·<. ·_';::.:· : ·.:t·--. _. ~ -__..\· ~·· :·, ._' ' ·_.· .. ·,_, "> .. :_. 

• • I ! ' '\ •'", •• ~· ." ";_'·:~:.·o :.~ ·., 

It was observed:_ ; . , .-._ :·:·:-/:·:-~'(- ~ :_ - . ;.. -· : .. -· ·_ .. :. · · 
. ; 0 • ... .. .l. . . . . --~ ,•o. . ' •• :-.: . • ~: ia' 

. . COMDESDIV 17. ·and COMDESDIV 4 were . ';: . · .. ·. .. ~- . :: :. 
included 1n despatches !rom Rabaul which· .. :: ·. \ ·.". :::· · 

_. , indicates these DESDIVS are approaching .. - :. • ::~ '. ·: . . · : . 
. . the Rabaul .Area. · .. · · . :_ , . ·: : . : . · ~ .:· .:-- .· . 

. ·· · · {Summary, 150600, August_, No. 58) ;'·- -:· · :· ·,_ - -- -'. ~~-·- . 
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No. 371 
#164 Aug/8/0700 

FRJM: ' Concealed Identi~y Call) 
TO : CINC CO:LBINED FLEET) 

C0~dr. 1ST AIR FLEET) 
CO!IDESRON 10) 
Tokyo Naval General 

Staff) 
i~C9mdr . 11TH AIR FLEET) 
: CDW 8TH FLE~T) · 
: . CINC 4TH FLEET) . 
(5TH BASE F.JRCE Comdr., 

Saipan) 
FROhl: cm.IDESDIV 4 (TATO 33) 

( ·- DESDIV 4?) less -------
and (with the IKKI DE~'.ACIDiE~1T on 
b•::>ard) arrived at Omiyajima. Vlill depart 
for RR • (GZ #2486 OPNAV 142300-DI) 

It was pointed out& 

F~ is Rabaul. Omiyajima is Guam. 
The IKKI (Ar>lly) DET.h.Cffiffi11T was first noted 
in association with DESDIV 4 on August 7th, 
while this division was in Sainan Communi
cation Zone. Two suspected transports, 
BRAZIL 1~U, and AKEBONO YARU 1 were indica
ted, by TI, .to be in Saipan Zone at the 
same time. Possibly one o£ these Tessels 
is carrying the IKKI DETACH!XllT. It will 
be recalled that the mission of the I~~I 
DETAC~~~T in the Midway Campaign was the 
occupation of Eastern Island. It may be, 
therefore, that this detac~ent may be 
specially trained or specially e~uipped, 
or both. ~he conceal"ed originator for 
the above was possibly CO!.-iDEC:DIV 4 and the 
unit exempted might possibly have been ' 
____ _ which appeared at Sasebo at this 
time. 
(Summary, 150600, August, No. 41) 
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Destroyer Division Thirty announced its sched

ule of movements from Sasebo to Rabaul via Truk; 

No. 372 

FROMt 
to s 
INFO: 

__ ' ~COMDESDIV 30) #365 Aug. 14 
.: CINC 8TH FLEE~) 

· ' •Staff Comm. Off. 8TH 
. BASE FORCE, Rabaul) 
.. (Comdr. 4TH BASE FORCE, 

'rruk) 
(Staff Co~rrunication 

Officer?) 
.(Staff Comm. Officer 

7TH BASE FORCE, . 
Chichijima) 

· Schedule of movereents of this -division 
is as follov:sz 

Depart SASEBO ~ . ·. and arrive PT 
t he morning of the 19th, Leave P~ - - - -. 
The 21st-- ·- arrive R---. 
(GZ#2487 OPNAV 142305-DI) 

· It was stated: · 

BelieTe RR is ·meant 1nstea~ of B. 
21st is n ot the dete of arrival at RR. RR 
is Rabaul. PT is Truk. This division has 
been placed in Truk Area, by TI for some 
time • . ~is is the first evidence or the 
presence of DESDIV 30 1n the Empire. DEB- · 
DIY 30 is a unit of DESRON 6. 
(Summary, 150600; August, No. 24) 
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N-J. ;373 

FROM: 
!'0 ' 
IN~O: 

#364 Aug. 14/1150 
__ : ~Comdr. DESDIV 30) 

.: CINC 8TH FLEET) 
! starr comm. orr. 8TH 

, BASE FORCE, Ra baul) 
. '(CofS .COMBINED FLEE!) 

This division less at 1200 
· left Sasebo ror RR- - - via PT. 

(GZ _#2489 OPNAV 142305~DI) 

It was commented: 

See above · schedule of movecent of 
DESDIV 30. The DESDIV 30 unit exempted 
in the above departure report is possi
bly the MIKAZUKI; this unit of DESDIV 
30 vras pl:aced at 0.3 South, 152 East by 
D/F on August 12. · 
(Summary, 150600, August, No. 2'5) · 

!he AKIKAZE, which had been operating with the . 
. . . 

Fifth Air Attack Foree, depart~d from Rabaul for a 

place tentatively identified as Buka Island' .• .. 

No . 374 

FROM: 
. TO l 

INFO: 

A..Xrt<.AZE) #198 Aug. 7/0930 
11TH AIR FLEET) : 
5TH AIR ATTACK FORCE) 
8TH BASE FORCE, RabauJ.) 
DESDIV 34) ·. . · 

·Depar-ted RR for RXC. · ·. 
- {G~f2493 OPNAV 142315-DI) 

' ·. 
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No. 374 (Cont.) 

It was pointed out: 

RR is Rabaul. RXC is tentat1Tely 
Queen Carola Harbor, Buka Isl~~d. !he 
AKIK.AZE is a unit of DESDIV .34 and has 
been operating between Rabaul and RXC 
on practical1y a shuttle basis since 
August 8th. · The AKIKAZE and possibly 
YUK.A.ZE have been operating with the 5TH 
AIR ATTACK -FORCE. 
(Summary, 150600, ~ugust, No. 72) 

A division of Destroyer Squadron Four was 

closely associated with t~e KAGU ~aRU and .Cruiser 
-~ 

Division Seven, with which Destroyer Division Two 

minus one unit and Destroyer Division Fifteen were 

operating together& 

No. 375 . 
' 

!raffic for COMDESDIV . __ __ _ .! of 
DESRON ~addressed care o! CRUDIV 7. · 

i of same DESDIV associated with 
KAGU MJ..RU ~ - ; and CRUDIV 7 • 
(COM 14 140626-TI) 

It was declared: 

On August 11, Destroyer ~ in 
DESDIV 2 addressed Cine 2ND FLEET, CO~l
CRUDIV 7, Singapore Radio, Tokyo ·Radio, , 
unidentified ;, information CQ?Ii-

.356 .. 
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No. 375 (Cont.} 

DESDIV 2 \ and KAGU MARU. !his, 
according-to TI, is slight indication 
DD leaving CRUDIV 7 and joining KAGU 
M.P..RU. 
(Summary, 141400~ August, No. 35) 

No. 376 . 

Destroyer . , . .' 1n DESDIV 2 not 
in co~pany with COY~ESDIV 2 or CRUDIV 7. 
At 1200, 14th, his serial 054 indicates 
probably enrouts through Macassar Straits 
to Davao, Paleo, and Truk. Previously 
associated with KAGU l~RU which was at 
knbon. All messages from are 
addressed COMCRUDIV 7 !or action and in
formation, so the entire group CRUDIV 7, 
DESDIVS 2 & 15, and KAGU 1~~U is engaged 
in so~e m~vement of mutual concern. 
(GT#654 OPNAV 141900-!I) 
(Summary, 150500, August, No. 55) 

No. 377 

FROM: 
'1'0 I 

INFO: 

. ' (KAGU MARU) :/1294 12 Aug\lst 
'l'ruk P.adio 
~okyo Radlo 
Sura bay a 
Palao Radio 
Base 22 at Balikpapan 
DAVAO BASE FORCE . 

' '· CinC 3RD FLEET) 

KJ_Gu MARU will be in Comm~ication 
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No . 377 (Cont.) 

Zone at times indicated: 
JN (Bali ? Surabaya ?) osoo, 13th 

to about 1300, 14th • . 
Balikpapan from above time ].4th 

to hours 15th. . 
--:-:~Zone (Davao ') from 15th to 

1200, 17th. . . . 
· . !hird (Palao) 1200,. 17th to __ 

at enter 4th (Truk) . 
(BEL 140335-DI) 

It was indicated& 

KAGU MARU, tentative air tender, 
has been associated with CRUDIV 7 for the 
past several days; however, it is not 
definitely shown that they are still in 
company. (Summary, 141.4001 August., No. 37) 

No . 378 

'rhe KAGU MARU : Seaplane 
~ender or possible XOV (at . . Koepang TOFU 
8 yesterday) is now indicated as ~nrout~ 
to Tr~ _ _ _ _ . \1 via Bali]fpapan . _ ) l 

Davao _ _ .. ' and Palao __ l in · . 
order named by heading of serial 294, 
sent at ).430, 12th • . KtGU MARU being 
escorte·d py one ship, ~ of DESDIV 
2 _ . . ;. (BEL 1407.30-~I) 

I t.was mentioned: 

A decryption or KABU turnu serial 
294, Aug. 12th, gives schedule . ror this 
ship as 0800, Au~l3th to 1300, Aug • 

. 14th in Bali or Suraba)19.Areaj 13001 
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No. 378 (cont.) 

Aug. 14th to Aug. 15th in Balikpapan 
J_rea; Aug. 15th to 1200 Aug. 17th 
in Davao? Area; 1200, Aug. 17th to~~-
in Palao ~rea; and at enter Truk 
Area. The KAGU MARU has been associated 
with CRUDIV 7; however, it is not definite- . 
ly known wheti1er they are ·in company or 
not. 
(SU!.~ary, 150600, August, No. 57) 

Japanese ~arriers, air groups, and carrier 

guard destroyers were more active en August 14 than 

at any time in the preceding two months: 

No. 379 

Carriers, Plane Group~, and Plane 
Guard Destroyers more active than at 
any time in past two months. 
(COM 14 140626-TI) 
(Summary, 141400, August, No. 19) 

A message £rom Carrier Division Two sent on 

August 12 ~~d deciphered more fully on this date, 

indicated the enemy's plans to strike~~ Allied 

task force; 
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No. 380 

FROM: 
to a 

INFO I 

_ : (CARDIY 2) #023,Aurust 12 
_i less RYUJO, plus _ _ _ ) 

(ZUIHO), Jand 
~arrier Plene Groups plus 

, unidentified I 
• . and I 1 

; 6ni AIR ATTACK FORCE) 
.I 11TH AIR FLEE!) 
I KIS!RATSU AIRON) 
_: 1ST AIR FLEET) 

COMBINED FLEET) 
Naval General Staff) 
Kure Aircraft Section) 
Chief Clf .Staff 
Ycko.uka) 

Sketchy. •From& COMCARDIV 2. 
Radio Order #2: 

Under the co~~and of this 
force's wi~ set out as soon as 
preparations are completed, not later 
than tomorrow the 13th, and proceed 
KIS./l .. RATSU AIR GROUP - - -· • You will 
attack the enemy STRIKING FORCE. Com
mander of Despatched Force is appointed 
Co~ander of Carrier Plane Replace-
ment Group." (BEL · 140UO-DI) . 

It waa noted1 

OPNAV'• translation of this message 
appeared as item 28, page 131 or R. I. 
Summary 140600/Q August. 
{Summary, 141400, August, No. 17) 

Traffic analysis indicated that Carrier Division 

Two was divided, with one section o~erating 1n the 
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north and the other in southern waters: 

No. 381 

In Serial 01 at 1620/13 August 
Detachment Com.11ander of CARDIV 2 . 

1addressed COMCARDIV 2, ZUIHOO. 
HITAKA and HIYOU or (HAYATJU9.) • ;; 
Info& Chiefs of Staff 4TH . land 
1ST AIR .FLEETS, Chiefs of Staff 
Kure (HAiAFu)- ~md Kur~ (?.tAF-!JITl plus, 
~arrie::-_ plane .. groups . _; · - , , 

: and ). Inclusion or 
4TH FLEE~ as an addressee suggests that 
one sectior.t of C.ARDIV 2 is scheduled 

· for operations in Southern 'iraters. 
Current association links CO~iC.ARDIV 2 
with CINC 5TH FLEET and Nor them AIR 
Commands. SL1ce CARDIV 2 is ap~arently 
eplit,this suggests one section will 
operate to the northward and the other 
in~ Southern Area. {BEL 140928-TI) . 
(Summary, 150600, August, No. 11) 

Units of the Third Air Attack Force were being 

transferred to Carrier Division Two1 

No. ;?82 

FROM~ 
TO I 

·1001 Aug.l3/1620 
_. : (CARDIV 2 Detachment) 

COMCft.RDIV 2 
ZUIHO 

; {HITAKA) 
I (HAYATA.Q) 

Info: 9 addressees, including CofS 
4TH FLEET. 
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Jlo. 382 .(CC:>nt.) 

· Can be read either this rorce will 
proceed to or this force departed 
!or • is garbled spe-
cial table group 22150. 
{BEL 141320-DI) (MEUO 14-5) 

It was noticed: 

CARD IV 2 Detachment at 'l'a teyama 
wa• addressed 1n $eTeral messages on 
August 13th, by Comdr. 3RD AIR ATTACK 
FORCE 1n his new high command capacity, 

. . · The info addressees included 
various air activities, · bases and Chiet 
of Staff 5TH FLEET and according to GT 
this indicates redistribution of air
craft is taking place and probably some 
units of 3RD AIR ATTACK FORCE are being 
transferred to carriers or are being 
prepared as replacements. GZ is check
ing this message to try and locate the 
blank place. 
(Summary, 150600, August, No. 10) 

No. .38.3 

FROM: 

TO 1 
I NFOt 

Commander Empire Air Defenses 
(Comdr 3RD AIR ATTACK) 

His Collective Force · · 
CARDIV 2 -· 

In despatches 1ridicating possib1i1ty 
of readiness of that CARDIV for operations 
in ~mpire Area. (COU 14 140628-TI) 
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No. 383 

It was observedz 

On 13 August Comdr. -'RD AIR J.TTACK 
FO~CE (in his high coiil!land capacity j 

__ .:addressed several messages to Car
riers and detachment o! CARDIV 2 at 
Tateyama Air, 3RD AIR ATTACK collective 
less FUJIKAWA MARU1 info various air 
actiTities, bases, and Chief 9f Staff 
5TH FLEET, indicating that redistribution 
of aircraft is taking place and probably 
that so~e units of 3RD AIR ATTACK are 
being transferred to Carriers or are 
being prepared as replacements. 
(SUIIli!lary, 141400, August, No. 18) 

Direction finding bearings on the ZUIKJ~ and 

SHOKAKU indicated that they were still in Empire 

waters: 

No. 384, 

ZUIKAKU ,I and SHOKJJCU 
, _ . I , on 5910 working Air Base Com-
mander NOT! 9. No others appeared. 
Bearings maintain genera1 Empire-Kyushu 
location, these two. 
(COM 14 141844-TI) 

It was pointed out: 

_ appears to be a plane group. 
(Summary, 150600, August, No. -- 1.4.) , 
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No. 385 

ZUIKAKIJ ,land Plane Group 
', belie.Yed ashore, busy with plain 

language at 1900-2000, 1~ August, re
porting arrival and departure of planes, 
and having communication traubles among 
themselves. Planes moving from· i 
to ZUIKAKU. D/F position . . 134° N, 
139° E, on 1 August. 
(GT#653 OPNAV 141545-TI) 
(Summary, 141400, August, No. 20) 

Traffic analysis 1ndi~ated that Japanese air 

units were locate~ as follows: Air Squadron Twenty

three was active 1n the Koepang (~imor) area; the 

Fourteenth Air Corps was situated at a base near 

I 

1 

Kwajalein with a detachment of this organization 

tentatively located at Gasmata; the·iCommander of the 

Fifth Air Attack Force was found at Trukj the Comman

ders of the Fourth ~ir Attack Force and the Fourteenth 

Air Group were in the Marshall Islands planning to 

leave for Rabaul; the Kisaratsu Air Group was observed 

at Ambon; the Commander of the Bihoro Air Group and 

the Carrier Plane Group : were operating at 

KisaratsuJ the Commander of the takao Air Group was 
I 
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noticed at KendariJ and the Coramander o! the EleYenth 

Air Fleet was addressed at Tinian. 

No. 386 

Detachment of AIRRON 23 
at enciphered Batavia. 
(BEL 141045-!I) 

It was stated: 

. AIRRON 23 appears to be 1n the 
Koepang (Timor) Area. · 
(Summary, 150600, August, No. 82) 

No. 387 

l..4TH AIR _ _). still at base 
near Kwajalein _ ) , but close 
association 5tH AIR ATT~CK ~t~ alight 
indication CHITOSE AIR aleo 
may aend some units to Southeast. 
(COM l4 L4J.842-'XI) 

It'was commenteda 

On June 24, the 14TH AIR CORPS 
Headquarters was at Im1ej1, 1n the 
Marshall Islands.. On July .26, a · 
14TH AIR CORPS DE'XACH:'.!ENT . _ • 
was placed at _i (tentatively 
Gasmata) and has continued in asso
ciation v1ith the latter place subse
quent to that date. From associations 
the CHITOSE AIR GROUP was still 1n the 
Marshalls as recently' as August ll. 
(Summary, 1506001 August, No. 40) 
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:No. )88 

FROM: 
TO : 

#582 Aug. 13/(?) 
_\ (14TH AIR GROUP) 

AIRRONS 24 and 25 

In accordance with 4TH AIR AT!ACK 
FORCE Radio Order # 3 flying boats 
of this FORCE are scheduled to leave 
IUIEJI for Rabaul at hours/15th 
using call signs ; 

. ,!respectively. (BEL ~140550:.DI) 

It was declared: 

The 4TH AIR ATTACK is based 1n the 
Marshalls. The Commander of 24TH AIP-EON 
is Com. 4TH AIR ATTACK FORCE. The Com. 
AIRRON 25 is 5TH AIR ATT~~! FORCE (based 
at 'Rabaul). 
(s~ary, 150600, August, No. 52) 

No. 389 

Commander 5TH AIR ATTACK addressed 
at Truk and continued originating appar
ent intelligence bulletins. 
(COM 14 140622-!I) . 

It was indicated: ·· . . 

Comdr 5TH AIR ATTACK FORCE with 
Chief of Staff 11TH AIR FLEET was, 
from number series, 1n New Britain at 
1800, 11 August. 
(Summary, 1414001 August, No. 27) 
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AUGUST 14, 1942 (Continued) 

No. 390 

Commander AIRRON 25 Jis 
shown at 'rruk · ~ .ia t -1820/i; 
August. · !raffle for that Command was 
routed to Saipan by Yokosuka possibly 
indicating Commander returning to Empire. 
(BEL 1407 48-TI) .. 

It was mentioned: 

. I is also the 5TH AIR ATTACK 
FORCE. COM 1.4 noticed the Commander 
addressed at Truk on 14 August. He is 
normally based at Rabau1. Wo further 
movement has been noticed. 

wo. 391 

(Summary# 150600, August, No. 39) 

At 16.30, 13th,· Commander 14'l'H .AIR 
_ _ _. made report indicating imminent 
departure Marshalls for New Britain Area. 
(COM 14 140622-ti) 

It was noted& 

On 13 August, 4TH AIR ATTACK FORCE 
and 14~ AIR GROUP extensively addressed . 
by Air Co~~ders and Units in area south 
o! 'rruk and by Staff 11TH AIR FLEET. 

· Strong possibility · these units will soon 
depart Marshalls Area !or Rabaul. 
(Summary, 141400, August, No. 26) 

. ., ' · 

No • .392 

2UD AIR ATTACK Unit . . addrepsed · 
at Ambon - .~ . (COM 14 l41S42-TI} .. .- . 
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AUGUST 14, 1942 (Continued) 

No. 392 (Cont.) 

No. 393 

It was nJticed: . 
·, is KISARATSU AIR GROUP. 

(Summary, 150600, August, No. 83) 

Comdr. BIHORO AIR GROUP , 
and carrier plane group :at Kisar~tsu. 
(BEL 141045-TI) 

It was observed1 · 

Previo~sly reported 1n Item 2l, . Page 
11, R.I. SU~.URY 140600/Q August. Traffic 
association indicated that plane group 

. (6TH AIR ATTACK FORCE unit, formerly 
attached to LXAGI during Midway Ca~paign) 
would proceed from Kisaratsu to Rabaul Area 
via Kavieng aboard the MARU Airtender 

..1 Evidently this unit did not leave with 
' Which departed at lJOO, Aug. 13th 

for RO (Kavieng?). · 
(Summury, 150600, August, No. 21) 

No. 394 

Comdr. TAKAO AIR GROUP ,. at 
Kendari with one detachzent of t hat-air 
~roup shown at enciphered GE:.-1AERA!l. 
lBEL · 141045-TI) 

It was pointed out: 

The above was previously reported in 
Item 91, Page 27, R.I. SU~ARY 130600/q 
August. (SU!!l!n~ry, 1506001 August, No. ·54) 
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AUGUST 14, 1942 (Continued) 

No. 395 

11TH AIR FLEET Coin!lland 1n Ra baul 
Area consistently includes 2ND FLEEt 
Command in his reports. Also 1ST AIR 
FLEET in a tew. (GT#653 OPNAY 141545-TI) 
(Sum:nary, 14].4001 August,_ lfo.· .32) 

No • .396 
. . 

Comdr. -11TH AIR FLEET . . - .. ; 
addressed at Tenian f on August 
14th. (GT#656 OPNAV 142200-TI) 
(Summary, 150600, Augus~, No • .35) 

t?e COIDJlla.Ilder of Tainan Air was active, but 

his location could not be fixed: 

No. 397 

Commander Tainan Air . , ·. :tnd1-
eated at OSITAND ass~ciated with uniden
. tified address _ ~ ' Believed on board 
or closely associated with Cruiser 

"in CRUD IV 18. ( C01: 14 140622-TI) 

It -was stated1 

TI L"ldica ted Comdr • TAINAN AIR at 
Sala!llaua on 11 August. is be-
lieved -TATSUTA. On 13 August COM 14 
stated a heading, i.e., from \ 
(TATSUTA) to . (Lao) 1 ·\ (uni-
dentified), info 5TH AIR ATTACK FORCE 
and COilDRUDIV lS, .placed TATSUTA 1n New 
Guinea waters near Lee. T{le garble · 
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AUGUST !A, 1942 (Continued) 

No. 397 (Cont.) 

might be •tae andM but obviously the 
CoiD.!:lander cant t be at Lae and aboard 
the if.ATSUTA. 
(Summary, 1414001 August, llo. 36) 

Commander ot Air Group was in the Tic in-

ity o! Saipan at this time. Part ·of his organization 

was en route !rom Yokosuka to Rabaul, Tia Kavieng, 

on the air tender 

No. 398 

From routing, Air Group Commander 
in Saipan Zone or further South, 

at 2000, 14 August. · 
(GT#65~ OPNAV 141900-TI) 

It was commenteds 

On August 13 routing and associ~tion _ 
indicated carrier-type plane groups _ 
at Kisaratsu. Also !I on the same day 
indicated · be~ie!' ~U ' wil.l. proceed 
Kisaratsu to Rabaul Area via Kavieng with 
aircraft equipment tor 5TH and 6TH AIR 
ATTACKFJRCES, possibly transporting part 
of Plan~ Group --· . 1and escorted by DDs 

i and .' · 
(Summary, 1506001 August, No. 53) 

. No . 399 . . 
I 

MARU Airtender .' enroute Rabaul 
from Yokosuka. (BEL 141045-TI) 

. ·. 
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AUGUST 14, 1942 (Continued) 

!fo. 399 (Cont.) 

It was declaredz 

MARU Airtender ~ Serial #86 
at 1300, Aug. 13th, says, . ftDeparting 
Yokosuka? for RO (Kavieng?) today, the 
13th at 1300. Scheduled to arrive RO 
about 1500 on 19th.ft 
(Summary, 150600, August, Wo. 70) 

No. 400 

FROM: MARU . #85 Aug. 12/(?) 
TO I 11TH AIR FLEET 

CHIEF OF STAFF COMBINED 
MAIZURU (ESARO) 

This vessel escorted by (DD or 
PESDIV) - leaves Yokosuka tomorrow 13th 
at arriving Kavieng (RO) about 1500 
20 August • Arrive Ra baul 4th 
Sept. • 
(BE"i. 140550-DI) 

It w~s indicated% 

Serial #86 gives arrival at Kavieng 
l500/19th. It does not mention arrival 
at Rabaul. · is an 11TH AIR FLEET 
vessel and TI has indicated it will take 
part of AIR GROOP ·to Rabaul. 
(Sununary, 150600, August, No. 71) 

Several other Marus we~e engaged in transporting 

replacements from the Empire to the Southwest, Pacific: 
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AUGUST 14, 1942 (Continued) 

}lo. 401 

1ST AIR FLEET MARU air-tender 
currently at Yokosul{a is indicated by asso
ciation to be enroute to Truk possibly in 
company with 1ST AIR FLEET MARU tender 
• : ·~ (BEL 1407 48-TI) 

It was mentioned: 

TI indicated (August S) that the air-
tender :would probably go South to 
Truk or Rabaul. 
(Summary1 1506001 August, No. 43) 

No . 402 

No. 403 

MARU Airtender 
is in Saipan Area. (BEL 

of AIRRON 26 
141045-!I) 

It was noted: 

Airtender ' appeared in Yoko-
suka on Aug. 13th, but on Aug. 11th asso
ciations of this tender and 4TH AIR ATTACK 
FORCE in the Marshalls, with commands in 
Rabaul J~ea, indicated that this tender 
may head South to transport 4TH AIR ATTACK 
FORCE units from the Marsh~lls to Rabau1 
Area. (Summ~ry, 150600, August, No. 47) 

FROM a 
TO z 

/1460 .Aug.. 13 
1 (MARU Air Tender) 

Chief of Staff Yokosuka 
Saipan 
Truk 
8TH BASE FORCE1 Rabaul 

(unidentified) 
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AUGUST 141 1942 (Continued) 

No. 403 (Cont.) 

~OTE: Latitude readings considered good, 
but degrees of longitude must be 
read as plus or minus one degree. 

"Cancel the schedule o:t th.is s}?.ip 
which departs Rabaul on the 13th ror 
Yokosuka and substitute the following: 
DATE TI1ffi LATITUDE NORTH LONGITUDE EASI 

17 0600 07-40 144-00 
18 1200 12-DO 143-20 
19 1200 20-30 142-00 
20 1200 24-40 141-10 
22 1200 29-00 140-30 
23 1200 34-00 139-40• 

Remainder unreadable, but describes 
something to be done after 1200, 23rd, 
in connection with some plac~ or other 
unit. (BEL 140535-DI) 

It was noticed: 

YARU Air Tender . ·appeared in 
vicinity Kavieng Aug. 11th, apparently 
under escort of YUKAZE and CRUDIV 6 from 
tr~ffic associations. 
(Sum:nary, 1506001 August,.· No. 48) 

No • .404 

FRO:Lh f265, August 13 

"R" Area DEFENSE FORCE Despatch Order 
(Number about 205)s Vessel under escort 
departs Rabaul time, 13th, via fol
lowing route to return to Japan, speed 11 
(point 5?) knots. Noon position 13th -
3-57 South, 151-45 East. From this point 
course 285. (5 or 6)00, 14th, posi
tion 3-26 South, 148-20 (about) East • 

• 
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AUGUST 14. 1942 (Continued) 

No. 404 (Cont.) 

Position 0830 (about ), 3-18 South, 
148-10 East, thence on course 
(between 300 and 020). Respec~t~i-v-e-Air 
Units will provide anti-submarine patrol 
as follows: The number of planes will 
be determined by the respective com5an
ders. Afternoon of 13th, the 1st Air 
Unit. Du.ring daylight of 14th, the 2nd 
Air Unit. 
Be1connen Note: This sent to .and 

j and includes l!artl 
air tencier · _ as in-
formation addressee. 

(BEL 141812-DI) 

It was observed: 

is 8TH BASE FORCE, . a 
DD in DESDIV 34. ' the 11TH AIR 
FLEET, and ' a Maru air tender ••• 
(S~ary, 151400, August, No. 25) 

. The following dispatch discloses that much 

pressure was being exerted on Japanese aircraft manu

facturers for the shipment or p1ane reinforce~ents to 

the South Pacific areaa 

No. 405 

FROM a 
TO t Chief 

#859 Aug. 13/(?) 
;(Chief of Staff AIF~ON 11) 
of Staff Yokos~~a 

(2ND FLEET) 
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AUGUST 14, 1942 (Continued) 

Wo • .405 (Cont.) 

All the planes under repair at Yoko
suka Aircraft Works will be despatched to 
Rabaul as soon aa possible. 
{BEL 1.40550-DI) .. ·, 
(Summary, 1506001 August, .Xo. 73) · 

... 

~e Commander of the First Air F.leet was noticed 

in the traffic or this day" and the growing importance . 

of Rabaul tor Japanese operations w~s indicated by the· ... 

moTement of a meteorological unit to that port.: 

Ji!o. 406 

Commander 1ST AIR FLEE! using cover 
call - . ; originated 2-part Ser~al 31~ 
addressed for action 1St AIR FLEET 
less HOSHO . - 1 Unidenti!ied } an~ 

J . Info; CINC COMBINED FLEE':. In 
same type heading (Serial 1316 at 1900/12 
August) _. . 
(possibly 1St AIR FLEET BASE FORCE) is in-

. dicated as being •ynonomous with the call 
- --- . - - - (BEL J..407 ,48-TI) 

- ~Summary, 1506001 August, Jlo. 12) 

..... 

·" 

No . 407 

·. 
- FR01h 

'tO a 

. .· 

~
Rabaul) · · #247 August 14~ _0900 _ 
Tokyo NaTal General Staff} : · , 

; Tokyo Naval Communications · . · · -· 
· · · Section) - ' ' · 

(Tokyo W~~ther Observer) ... .. 
. -.. 

375 . .. 
: ' ·. • • !_-

•• c ... • •• 1 . • 

.. - · .. .: · .. 
. .. 

., 



e 
.( 

• 

0 
( . 

( 

OF.IGINAL 
1 December 1944 

AUGUST 14, 1942 (Continued) 

No, 407 (Cont.) . 

INFOt _ _, ~CofS cm.miNED FLEET) 
·, CofS FOURTH FLEET) 
· !rtL~ ~eather Observer) 

--=---:-.in connection with the movement 
to RR of the #4 Meteorological Unit • 
(GZ#2478 OPNJ.V 141715-DI) 
(S~ry, 141400, August, No • .38) 

Much construction was in progre.ss at the Buna 

airport. Enemy merchant ships continued their usual 

activity on August 14. The TATSUTA, which had been 

attacked by Allied planes on August 13, announced 

the arrival of its convoy of supply ships in this 

area: 

No . 408 

Buna-Lae Area became prominent about 
1500, 14~h, when several despatches sent 
by Buna ._ , ·• Orf.ginat..:>rs 5TH SPECIJ.L 
~ANDING_ FORCE ~ , Buna Commander 

~ and TAillO who yesterday was_ 
strongly associated CRUDIV 18 Co~dr. 
and is believed to be construction or en
gineering activity engaged ·in preparation 
Buna Airport facilities. Addressees, 8TH 
FLFET Comm~nd, CO~CRUDIV 18, 5TH AIR ATTACK, 
TAINhN .AIR (addressed at Lae). 82nd GUPJID 
FORCE . formerly at Rabaul now ' 
shown at Lae also. (COM 14 141838-TI) 
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AUGUST 14. 1942 {Continued) 

No. ,408 (Cont.) 

It was pointed out: 

GHQ SWPA 0547Z/14 reports enemy 
troops and 300 coolies landed Buna Aug. 
9th, to work on airdrome. I 
(TATSUTA) serial 44 at 0200 1 Aug. 14th, 
says, ·~t 0115 the supply ships completed 
unloading.• 
(s~, 150600, Auguqt, No. 63) 

No. 409 

,J..TSUTA _ . ! who initiated plane 
contact on 13th, apparently unhar~ed as 
working Rabaul today. 
(COM 14 141842-!I) 
{Summary, 150600, August, No. 76) 

No. 410 

FROM: (TATSUTA) #44 Aug.14/0200 

At 0115 the supply ships completed 
unloading. They will proceed to --:::--
by number one route. 6 o'clock 
ships position will be 07-.30 s,· 148-.39 E., 
course 065, speed 1.3 • 
. (BEL 1.41320-DI) (MEMO 14-5) 

It was stated: 

On Aug. 14th, CINCPAC reported 
'ATSUTA in the vicinity of Lae. 
{Summary, 1506001 August, N~. 77) 
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AUGUST 14, 1942 (Continued) 

~he Commander in Chief or the Eighth Fleet 

ordered sqme Marua to proceed to Rabaul. traffic 

analysis indicated that four other Marus were already 

en route there: 

No. 411 

FROMs 
TO t 

INFOJ 

#283 13 August/1910 
Comdr. Rabaul Radio) 
unidentified)* 
unidentified)* 
YokosQ~ Chief of Staff) 
Chief of s taft cm.mnrED 

FLEET) 
FROMa CinC 8TH FLEET. Already passed to 
8TH FLEET. ~ _ . .. proceed to RR. 
Notify me of scheduled arrival. 

No. 412 

_ ~ The two action addressees, 
although unidentified, appear to be 
MARU Patrol Divisions. This seems to 
fit. (GZ#2477 OPiiAV 141715-DI) 
(Summary, 141400# August, No • . 39) 

.· 

MARU ·in Saipan Zone has 
unidentified commander on board. 
(GT#664 OPNAV 142130-TI) 

It was commented& 

MARU 
munication 
l!ARU 

appeared in Saipan Com
Zone at 2030 Aug. 12th. Tne 
was indicated on Aug. 7th, 
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AUGUST 14, 1942 (Continued) 

l'!o. 412 {Cont.) 

as in or due at Truk1 and is scheduled 
to go to Rabaul in accordance with 
•OUTSIDE SOUTH SEAS FORCE DESPATCH ORDER 
#4, erebark the YOKOSUKA #5 SPECIAL LAND-
ING FORCE and the # Communication 
Corps and proceed to Rabaul. 
(Summary, 160600, August, No. 62) 

No • .413 

!URU . !, enroute Rabaul. from 
Yokosuka. (BEL 141045-TI) 

No. 41-4 

It was declared: 

) has not been noted previously. 
(Summary, 1506001 August, No. 66) 

Auxiliary .: enroute Rabaul !'rom 
Palao. (BEL 141045-!I) · . 

No. 415 

. 
· It was indicated1 

. . 
• appears to be a l.tARU of the 

4TH BASE FORCE (Truk) • . 
(Summary, 150600, August, No. 67) . · 

MARU probably enroute Rabaul 
from Truk. (BEL 141045-TI) . · . 

----··------ ---- ----·- --
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AUGUST 14, 1942 (Continued) 

No. 41~ (Cont.) 

It was mentioned: 

:. appears to be Comdr. ~r.Jed 
Guard aboard a MARU. 
(~ary, 150600, August, No. 68) 

The SATA announced its arrival at truk, and 

- the !leet tanker ~ which had been engaged in 

rerUeling Cruiser Division Six near Kavieng, was now 

sailing from Rabaul to Saipan: 

No. 416 

FROM: 
TO : 

INFO: 

#503, 1000 August ~ 
(C.O. SATA) 
(Tokyo Movement Report 

Section) 
(Sasebo Chief of Staff) 
(Tokyo Transportation 

Section) 
(Truk Military Stores · 

Bureau) . 
· ~Chief of Staff 4TH FLEET) 
\ C.O. AZUMA 1iARU) 
~ CO!.IDR # 4 BASE FORCE at 

'Xruk) 
(Truk Harbor Master) 
(Truk) 

Arrived at Truk. 
(GZ#2466 OPNAV 140731-DI) 
(Summary, 140600, August, No. 53) 
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AUGUS! 14, 1942 (Continued) 

No. 417 

FROM: 
'TO : 

1204 Aug.l4/0SOO 
\ Fleet ~anker or Tender) 

_. -· -· ) CINC 4TH FLEET) 
Tokyo Radio) 

i Truk Radio) 
; Saipan F.adio) 

Rabaul) 

At will leaTe #8 Comm~~ica-
tion Zone. Will be in #4 Com.'llunication 
Zone until on 18th, when will 
enter #5 Communication Zone. 
(GZ#2485 O~NAV 142300-DI) 

It was observed: 

#8 Communication . Zone is Rabaul.. fi4 
Communication Zone is TnL~, ~~a #5 Com- . . 
munication Zone is Saipan. On August 12, 
Tanker appeared to be engaged in 
refueling CRUDIV 6 at a point in the 

. Ticini ty of Kavieng. . 
· {Summary, 150600, August, No. 46) 

. . 

A submarine tender reported its arrival at 

Truk at this time c 

No. 418 

FRO:!:: f#l96 Aug .13/(?) 

Arrived Truk 0815. 
(BEL 140550-DI) 

It was pointed outz 
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AUGUST 14, 1942 (Continued) 

No. 41S (Cont.) 

No. 419 

.. : is a Sub-tender which was 
scheduled to arrive at TrtL~ 13 August. 
(Summary, 150600, August, No. 50) 

A~iliary ·(probably Sub-tender) 
. i is indicated as arriving in 
~ruk Area by heading of M~vement Report, 
Serial 196 at 0840/13. 
(BEL 140928-TI) 

It was stated: 

_ ·was scheduled to arrive Truk 
0 500/13 Aug •. 
(s~~ary, 150600, August, No. 49) 

It was thought that Submarine Squadrons One 

and Two would proceed to the south after necessary 

repairs had been made: 

No. 420 

Indications that· SUBRONS 1 and 2 may 
proceed So.uthward after overhaul persist. 
(COM 14 140628-TI) 

It was comment~d: 

On 13 August TI indica ted COMSUBR0~1 1 
underway from Yokosuka for 8TH FLEET Area 
via Saipan Area, possibility SUBDIVS 
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AUGUST 14, 1942 {Continued) 

No. 420 (Cont.) 

and . Jwill accompany COMSUBRON 1 
or will follow later to Southeast •. 
COM 14 on 10 August indicated belief 
SUBRON 2 in home waters but possibly 
enroute Marshalls. 
(Susmary, 141400, August, No. 43) 

N~. 421 

Inclusion of Truk ) 
Saipan · · · and Chichijima· . .: 
BJ,SE FORCES as Info Addressees in dis
patch, Serial 105 from COMSUBRON 1 
. . to SUBRON 1 less one division 
suggests part of SUBRON 1 will be 
assigned to Southern Area • 
(BEL 140928-T~) 

It was declared: 

CINCPAC reported that units of 
SUBRON. 1 were moving South via Saipan 
and Truk probably to New Britain Area 
on August.l4th. On August 13th CO~SUB
RON 1 was indicated as underway from 
Yokosuka for 8TH FLEET area via Saipan 
with Dossibility SUBDIVS . . . • and 

. cf SUBRON l accompanying him or 
following later. · 
(Summary, 150600, August, No. 91) 

A Japanese submarine acting as a scout on a 

patrol· line in the Solomons warned that an Allied 

striking force had been sighted in the vicinity of 
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tulagi. !t!eam;hile, Allied sub:narines \'iere a tt2.cking 

Japcmese ships. 

No. .422 

no. 423 

FROM: } #795 0500/I 14 Augo.lst 1942 
TO 1 8th Fleet 

lith Airron 
Subron 7 
n:L Command Calls 

From (blank) (SUB.:.!AP.INL UNIT) 
( CO~.W{DER ? ) , ENE~"Y STRIKING FORCE 
sighted vicinitr? Tulagi. 
(BEL 140005-DI) (~0 #13-2) 
(SU!!rJlc:.ry, 140600, August, Ro. 77) 

TO s 

INFO: 

~'092 August 14, 1710 
i(Comdr Ur.i t in 4TH B...;SE 

FORCE) 
l (Comdr. B.~E FORCE #4 

at Truk) 
: (Yoke suka Chief of S tatf) 

·(4TH FLEET CofS) 

Ene~y sub~arine fired 2 torpedoes at 
me from about 2000 meters but no daoage. 
I am n!:>W attacking. 
(GZ#2473 OPNAV 141650-DI) 
(S~ary, 141400, August, N~. 28) 

1~o. 424 

.. 
sent 

. (in Indies Area, h~gust 6) 
despatch, serial 015 at 1730, 
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No. 1..21.. (Cont.) 

13th, ~hich was addressed f~r info ALL 
SlliPS :JID sT_,;Tions . , indicating 
that vessel probGb1y attacked, possibly 
by allied sub:na.rine. No dei'ini te indi
cation of position as action address 
not received. (BEL 140730-!I) 
(s~~Uiry, 150600, August, No. 69) 

Tracking enemy su~arines ~as one of the most 

important functions of United States Naval traffic 

analysts at this time: 

:r.o. 1..25 

Sub Positions: 0 0 
of SUBR01i 7 at 161 E, 04 S. 

of SUBRON 6 et 167~, 
(coa 14 140628-TI) 

It was indicated: 

On 13 August the CO!.! 14 D/F position 
of was l64°E, 05°5 at 0600/Z. 
(Su::l!!lary, 1.41.400 1 August_, !lo. 45) 

No. 1..26 

Fair Fix places Submarine using 
call in vicinity 10 s, 162 E, at 
1630Z, 13 August. (BEL 141320-DI) 
(S~r~~ry, 150600, August, No . 94) 
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No. 427 

Sub units 
i as~;ciated Solomons 

Area • . (CO~ 14 14lB44-TI) 
(s~~ry, 150600, August, No. 89) 

No • .428 

RDF on Subs: 
(in SOBRON 7) 07-30 S, 161-30 E. 
(in SU~RON 7)07-30 S, 159-00 E. 

SUBRON 6 unit in 08 S, 163-00 E. 
All Solomons. · · 
CO~SU3P.ON 6 · poor fix, sa~e area. 
SUBRON 3 unit at 240 from Pa~yra with 

No. 429 

at ?.67 from Sam~a. 
(COM 14 141844-TI) 
(s~~r.ry, 150600, August, No. 93) 

SUBRON 3 Units, . . 
received traffic via Jalui~, but ap~eared 
rather inactive. (COM 14 141844-TI) 
(S~ary, 150600 1 August, No. 88) 

A Japanese espionage res~e from New York 

purported to give ~~e O?inion of t he United States 

Navy De?art~ent concerning the cazpaign in t he Solo~on 

Isl~~ds es follo~s: 

386 
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AUGD~T 14. 1942 (Continued) 

No. 430 (!!.essage to . ! 'okyo #892) 

FRJ::!: J.UDP..ID (SU!I!a) Aug. 1.3 
"TOW Intelligence (Ne~ Y0r k ,August. l2th) 

The Navy Deparbent believed the 
naval and air battles of the Solomon and 
Aleutian Islands were doomed to failure. 
!hey be~ieved so on the basis of reports 
from the sce~e of action that the landing 
forces were 1nade~uate. 

But they pointed out that ----- ----
continuous atte~pts to ~and throughout 
Japanese occupied territory ~ould take the 
form of a second front .in the Pacific, 
therefore, they reeard it ~s necessary to 
cake considerable sacrifices 1n order to 
secure important positions occupied by 
the ene:ny. 

I have transmitted this to Ber~iD 
and Rome . 
(Translat~r' s N~te: Second paragraph 

garbled) 
( GZ#.~~90/Jap .Dip/OP!:AV U2.315-DI) 
(summ~ry, 150600, August, No • .3) 

The Bulletin iss_ued by the Commander in Chief 

of the Pacific Fleet was as follor;s: 

No. 1..31 

FROM: CINCPAC 140221, AUGUST, ~942 
TO : C01!INCH 

OPNJ..V 
COE·IJ..VW 
CO~!S~\'1:5? AC 
COLIDRS ALL TF PAC 
CO~RS ALL SF PAC 

_____________________ .. ___ .. ___ .. --
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AUGUST 14, 1942 (Contiriued) 

NO. 431 

NCR 3803 J BULLETIN NO. 151 

TATSUTA IN VICINITY. OF LAE. DESDIV 
29 IN ~· BRITAIN AREA. • • • UNITS OF 
SUBROI·1 l MOVING SOUTH Vll SJ..IP AN AND TRUK 
PROB.ABLY TO NEW BRITAIN AREA. GOSHU 1!J..RU 
EXPECTED TO DEPART ROI (MARSHALLS) FOR 
YOKOSUKA SHORTLY. SUB POSITS BY DF: 068 
163 E, 048 161 E, 058 164 E. ENE'..!Y SUBS 
PP.ESENT IN T!JLAGI AREA. SLICRT Ilfi>ICATION 
JAPS MAY CONT~:PLATE USING PJL~TROOPS fRO~ 
R..A.Bl:.UL AREA. KA!!OI E!ffiGIJTE J ALUIT TO 
RAB.AUL. CINC CO}!BINLD FLEET IN INLAlm SEA, 
PROBJ~Y AT KURE. 

388 
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. ORIGINAL . 
l December 19.4-4 

..... .. . : 

AUGUST 15, 1942 
·- ... : .. · .. . . : · .. . . . . - . 

• ; . ,.~ r • • 
.. . . ' . .. 

: '.rhe Commander 'in Chie! o! the E1ghth-7leet, .... · . · 
. .. 

who ~s ashore ai;· .. ··Rabaul., wa~ .now -~el~g ~~ ~·Ctu~t .. ·> ···. .. , . . .. . 

·. o! Sta.!'! o! the Second l"leet in bis operational .re-.. · 

portsi 

lio. 432 .... . .1. ~ • • 

. . .... . . . . -. . ·. : 

: . ·.' ·.· . •.· ~ ... · : ~ .·.. . .. 
; ·. . 

• • ~ •• _ •• :: ~· 0 : ':. • 

0 0 • • 4 ' • \ • • 

• ·- .. . . . ·.!. ·.• _· · :,, •• ·.·.;: •. • •.•.• 
.. -· ' : --....... . ..... : -.· .· ':_• ··. r • '• •• ' • • ·, • • • '•: · ,":. ... . .·. _. ::- .. . . .· .. . , ., . 

: . .. .. 

· CDiC 8TH. ashore Rabaul tinde~ "that sta- · .-. -. .-. .· :· . : 
tion cover and was addressed with liaTy · · · 
llinister by CliOK.A.I · · · · · 
(COW: l4 lS2006-TI) (S~zy, 16o6~o, . · ·.· - . .... · ··· .: .. 
.August, lio. 67) : . _ . . .. . • . . ·· .. :·.'. 

: . .. 
'· 

No, .43j . ·. · 
., 

. . 
. CINC 8TH FLEET is including Co!S ZSD . 

. ·· -:fLEET in his operations report. . .:· ·. · . .. ·· . 
· · (COlli 14 150642-TI) (Summary, 160600, .. ·. . · ··: .. .. - · 
. . . _August, No~ 6S) ... · · . .. . · · ~ .. . - ... ·' ·. 
. . . . . . , : .: , . : - . . .. - ·~ 

, - ' 0. -~ ·< .. ~~ ·; . -~·-. .. :!" -

; ~> . :· A m~~s~~e ~r~~- an .. mu;~~--~-~~!i.~d .Uni·~' .. t~ .. . ~h~.~~· ·· ·. ::·· : .. -.- .: ~ 
· · · .. qo.~~~~~· .. ~:. ~hie!~ ~~~ -~.he. ~i~h.~~ ~eet in.di.~~a-te.~ .. :.~.r. ~~ · .. · 

1 t was proceeding as quietly- as ,possible to the . · .: . ~ --... ~ .. . 
. -. 

·. 

• • , • • ... 0 • • .. , • • • . : • •••• ~ .: ;_ _ ·- ~ .. . : • 0 0 .. : • • -: • • • • ••• ~ .· - . • •• :··. · · ~ 0 - . ;. 

Rabaul .areat · .. · · · · ... . ~ .: · ; : .. :. : . ·. · · · ; · .. ·· ... ·- ·. ·. ' 
. . . :. • .. . .. . 

· :· .. ~ ... . .; . .· . . .. .. , . .. 
'lr 0 .. • • • • ~ .- .. • • , • .. 

No, 43.4 . · . ~· . 
: .. . : • • · :; • • • • • .. 0 : • ... 

f • • ·: : • • • • . • ...... • 0 • ,.. •• 

. .. . . ~ . 
~ . . 

FRO~% 
· · TO J 

• • 0 • - . : .. . . . 
..: .. :····. . . . .. .... 

~ : .. 

- : . . . . ' . ... .. .. - ... 

!
.unidentified~ #493 .. -.· _ ... , :· ·; · · 
Saigon Radio Aug. 12/1800 

· Comdr. P a lao · . . -~.: .... .. . . 
un:lden ti.fied . · · .. .. · · 

I CINC SOUT.I:i ClilllA FtT.) ·- :--... : :.:·:.::. · . . ~ - . 
. . . -~ .... . . . "'·~ . . 

. . - .• : . . ; ~- ::' . ···- 389 .. · .. 
• ·....... .. 0 0 ... ., • • • .. • • • • ••• .. 

_, . : . :. _,... .. . · •' ,. . :--· ... ·: . . . . . , . . . 
..... : .. ~ .. • 0 • 

0 ' \ - 0 ... . 0 • : . · • ' • • . . . • • 0 ~ .. 

• 0 • • •• 

. .. • • •• • • • • • • ... ._.. ~ - • •• · .~ . ... . : 0 

. · • • L ':. . • : ,r ~ ." 

. . '; · · :. -
0 0: .. . .. . .· .: .. 
• : '\ ' I '· :.., !, • • ' • • • ..., • •• · 

, . , .. .. . . 
.. . ~· • 0 • • 

' . . -·- '-·-- ··-- ........__-'''"---'"'--- _ ....... ......:-.------:........:;.. ____ _.....;__.:~----........ · ........ ~~-;;:.· -· ... - ~ 
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ORI G;rNAL . 
l December 194.4 

.. AUGUST 15, 1942 (Conti:ziuad) 
. . · .~. 

Jo. 4:34 ·(cont.) 
··.· .... : 

•• -t .' . •. . . : .... : .. ·· .· ., · .. 
... . . . · ·· . 

At 2300 ~eft Davao CommUnication Zone 
and entered Uacassar Commrmica t.ion .... 
Zone • . : (GZ f'2.49l-:DI) :.. · · . ·. ~ 

... :-' . .. 

. .· . . . . · 

. .: - . 

·: .. . : 
· .. · ... : -: . . 

It Yas remarkedt ·: .. . ~~·· .. . . . . - .. . . . . 
. · is ... mudent1.f1ed but ap~e~rs . : . · ; ·. · .. · ~: <. · 

· ., possi.bly a \lll1 t comprising more than one .· " · .. · · · .. ~ 
. _. component. · On August 10, CniC STl:i FLEET ·:- · ··· 

· ··noti.!i.ed his force :th.a t . the unit · (or. !orce) . ' . :. 
1s to join the STH FLEET. ·· . On .Aug • . 

12, notified CDlC · 3RD FLEET tha-t be : . ' .-: · 
. would omit proceeding to Davao 1 · suggesting .· .. . . , .· 

·· ··. that he is attempt!:ng ~Q hasten his arrival .... ,. ... . . 
· · · in 8TH FLEET J.rea. · · . . · . . . . .. 

. {Su:n.:nary, lS0600J August, lo. -.60} .=· . . ..-. ·"'= ·_. . . 
. . . ~ . . . ·. . .· :. . :- . . . . . . . : .. . ... :. •: . ·. . . . . .... : . . 

:. -~ .. ·''- • • • • • •• It 

·· .... 

No, 433 . ... : . .. 

; llan-o-war . originated Seria.l . .: ' _ .. 
. · 493 a.t 1800/ 13 August addr~s~ed ac~ion C~~ . · ·'·~·. ·· .. ·--.:. · 
.. ST.ti FLEET . . - ~ Xo_!!pang Radio . . 1· . ' ·: ·:·_,::· ... 

·· ·. : ·-. llakaSsar Radio · and Davao BASE FORCE . . : -~ ·:· ·. ··.- · · 
· :-"<: ·- ... . .-,.;_:: . . :suggesting .tnat ship or . !'orce 1s · . .. ::·, . .:: · .-.:·:- .·-·. · 
. -, . . : · :: ·, · · . ~ :: enroute .rrom. Koepang to 8TH J'LEET . -opera t1ng :. .. .. · -:· ·: ··t::· : • 
: . ·· ·. · ": _: .• < . area via Uakassar and DaTao. · Since this . · :· · : · 

.. ·. .... . : · :-. . appears to co1nc14-e . w1 th the scheduled route · -~- ~ - -~:·· : · 
.· ... ·-: · . or the _XAGU M..A.RU _,. .1 t is assumed tha~ . :;;.; _::·:· . '~ : .. .- . 

... _ • · .. ' ··· . _ may. ·be in eo~pa:ay with that vessel. · · :. : .· · .. . 
' . . . .. . (BEL 150954-TI) ·. · .· . . ..· , .. , ~.·.- ·-·. · :· . . : ·: · ~ ·" • - ~ ·. ; "·. 

:. . -. · .. ~ . .. .. ·: >.\ -:' :::··· .-~ ~ ~ ..... :·· ':: ~~-~~:::- : -~~~~· .. ,-; .. · :·::-- ~·. :· · 
· · .. -_._,· .. · . . .. . ··. ·.: .· .It was pointed -out1 .. ·. ··" ·. · .. : : .... ·,·:· ... .-. ·:· .·· .. ·.· · :: · .. · . . . 

. . ~ \ .• ... .. · ~. .... . . . .... • .·• . ..... : . ·. · . . . · • . _j · .. ~ .. r : ~·~· · · .: :. ~.: :· .. . - . .. . # • .. :t . . . . 
. ·' ... · ...... . · 

. . -~ . . 

. . . . . . . 

I • : · , 
t .. ... 

.. ' ... 
. . . .. 

·, . .. .: ·· -~ ·'. ()n 10 August was· ordered· to -. ~ -~ · ·: ..:-: ·_, :_: ·:: .. . 
join 8TH FLEET • · . At 1132/15 .1u.gus t 1 •• : ·: " · •• :·: 

ap:parently reported arrival at Palao and _ ·~ - .. , . .. .. 
. still enroute to 8TH FLEE'!. . ... · .: . t · · : - .. , . 
· .. . {Summary, 160600, August, No~ · 82) .. · · ·: .· · .. · ·: - ~ . ....... ; . . ··.,:~ 

. ~ . : .. ..... ~ ~ 
:f.:. ,,.· .' .-:. ·. , .. · ... -

. . . 
., :· . . ::: , : . . . ... ~: .., . 

----------------~----------~- :~ .. 
• ' • I • • 

.. · ... .. 



ORIGL'U.L 
1 Dece111ber 1944 

· AUGUST 15, 1942 (Continuad) 

lo, 436 ·:· 

.. 

•• 0 0 

I • 

· Unidentified .. apparentl7 report 
arri~al Palao enroute 8T~ FLEET Area at · 
11.;32·~ .A.ugust l.Sth • . (GT i¥666-0P~AV lS230S~ 
TI) . 

It was statedt ........ 
On August 12th, _ 'notified CI!C 

3RD FLEET the. t he would omit proceeding to 
Davao, suggesting that he is attempting to 
hasten his arrival 1n STE J'LE.ET .A-REA. 
(S~ryJ 16~600 1 ~ugust. Ro. 44) 

I • • ' 

There were many 1ndicat16na · o·r . .futUre t'leet · 
. . . 

movements to the Truk area. . ·.The Chie~ o"! ·stat! o! 

. the T~rd 7leet appeared to be concerned ·with. ship 

movements !rom .the Netherlands East Indies . to Bab&ul& 

·. ,. 

Jio, Aj7 • j 

. · .. 
: ~·· . . . 

Indica tiona . o! impend.illg Fleet mo~e- . 
.. . ~ : ments to llarshal1s-Truk Area increasing. ~ ·. ·:. 

· (COil l4-lS0618-TI) .. · . : · . - · . . · · .. . ·. 
(Sum:nary, lSUOO,· .Au~~.t, lio • .3) · . · · ·. ~ :. · .. · 

• • • •1. ' •• 
•'• .. . .. . . . ~ ... • . . . ' . . 

• · ' 0 . . . . . . . . . 
o "' ":o" • :: • '• ,No, L3S ... ., , . 

. ·. 

~ . . · .. 
Ch1e! o! Sta!f 3RD FLEET . 

originated I20k at 1600/lJth to Chiei·or 
~ta~! ST~ . ,; Chie! of Staff 4TB ·· 

_, and Chief of Staff Philippine 

.· . . FLEETS 1 plus BASE FORCES at Palao 
·.· ·. .. . .• .. . . 

. . , \ '· . 
• • 0 . .. 

# •• • 

-. . . . 
... ·• !: 

. ... . . . . . : .. . 

.... i • :: ·. ··~·.-' : . . 391 : 
.. . . . ... ·. , ... : . . :- ... . 

# ·: .. • • • • • - • \ ... ... • •• •• 4 • 

• •• ~. • 0 • • 

• 0: . - . . : .. : 
,·.:., .4· . 0 • 

• , • . • ;___ ·~ · .... 0 

. .· .. . . ,. : · .. 
.... .. · .. 



J ~ 
l 
tr 

I 
' ! 
! 

/ 

. 
. . . 

. . . 

... 

t 

OF.I GTIU.L. · 
. l December l94.4 

~- . , ~ 
· · ~ .. ' . ... , . · - ~ 

-
·.~.AUGUST 15, ·1942 (Cont·~~-d) . , 

.... ·~ 
. , .. -. . .... 

... . . ~ .. . .... . :. _ ... 

.. • • • • I . . , . . . . .. . .· .. . . . . -.... · .. ; 0 .... • • • _ --~·_ ....... .-. , . . . . -. .. . 
llo • .)38 · {c~t.) ·.· ::. ···. · : .·· ··. -·--.. ~ .. "~-: ~· ·.::: ·- · ~. :_ ·_: ·., · 

. " 0 ' . • • • • • ;· • • 0 • • __ ... •• _.; ••• ~ •• . .. . .:: - :..' - • • • • 

•. 

. ·, ... . 

. ·· _ .. ,. and b'Uk- · ·-, · "Despatch ma.y - ~ ... :·,·. s: _:·: :. 
· be relative to ship movements rrom NEI to · · ·.,··. : · 

:: ·· Rabaul .lrea. (BEL 151022-~I) · .. .. .: .-·· _; · 
:. (SUJmlary1 1606~01· August, Io. lqlt) . _._. ·= ~•-: ~: · ··.· ··:.t_.:.'.";:· ... 

~ .. ... . .. .. -
.. . .: ,: · - ~ . . .. ,. ·. · ··= ., -· . • .. . ~ - ... 

.. · "' . tr&!ti~· a~alysia ~e,;eued · tna-t the Perso~;1 · · .. ~-: ~ . 
· ... .. ·· _.:: . · .. · _ ... · ·· =··_:: . _: ·':'·. · ' • • . _ .···:--:~:: .. . ... -"~ ·: · , · . . · :-: _· -~· ... -.·,. · · . 

. · · -:· · O!ticer -or the Chic:lliji.ma Base :Force and :t he ClUe! ' · -·. · . 
-. . · . . ..; . • • • . • ! • • · . .. ~ ' . • • • •. . • • • ''"• •· • 0 : • · """ 0. , -- · ; • ~ • • -~ • 

o! Start or ·the _Oki Grou~ Yere at Rabaul. ·. The Com-
... . . 

~ • o• • : ;. • : •' •:• ' t • ~. • 't ', , t ' ' , ·- I • : • ,.:, • t • o 

mander in Chief o!' the Fourth Fleet . was .at 1aluitt .: . · . ·.-.· . . ... . .... . : · . ... ·· ... ., . 
• • • • • • • , :.. •• • • • . _.,.·. : ~ .. 0 , · . . • • .• , • • • •• • .. . . . 

;,. , ... '. 

:.· -

·. ·Jo, 439 
..... • ' II. ·. . .. . . . . : ~ ":~ / ' 

. . 
. -. .:... ·:: . ... . 

. . . . . : .. - . . ~ : . 
· · . · . . Chief o!' Stat! •OKI .ORO UP•, .(OKI .-. ·._- . ·· · .· : · ··. · 
. S.tiUDAN) at Rabaul .Aug. ·1,, : .. ; .~ · · . . .. , :-- .-:--:. -. 

(G! # 662-0PNAV 15i 72~-TI) . : ... · .. ··: : . ·· . .. . : . 
.(Summary-, 1 60 600, August, lio. 70) ·,_, ·. : . . : -. .", 

. . . .. ;·,·. . . ... . . :·: · . ... ·~:.~ -:: .. · . . ~ :. 
, • ~ I .;,. • : , • • ,, • • :l 

0 
• • ~: J . •.· ·. . . ~ . ··. ::.... . .. . 

No. 44G - . . • : ·. · ·-:- ··; ., . " .· . ..,. .. ·. 
-----·-·--~ . 0 .'!. 0 • •• • .. ' . ': ~· ••• • ' • • • • • • •• • .. .... • •• - •• • • ., ::_ ~·- • • • ; ' :- ~ ~ :. • • 

. · ·: . Persoiiz?.el Of!'.icer {.5.3) or CRICRIJ'Du. :-· .-: ·. ::·_ .. . -. · ·.~ ·-
.. · ·· · "l~ASE .FORCE . ·shown at RabauJ., , :-·~ .·. : :· . ..: · .. ~:·. ·: . ·· . · 

, ... _: . ~ · {CO~ l..4 - 15200..4-~T!) .(Summary1 .l606oo; . .'-.· . ~ ·· . ." ; ·_>_ :_·· ·.-•. · 

• · . · _. N:o; ~I;t?~~~· :: ~ :. ?) ,(;:>- ·~ · ,~ .::} :? ~ :-- .~ ::. [:\\_-:~/ ·~r:':~:·3},-tt> • · : 
· · ·· - ,.. : . . CDC 4TH . . 'shown at J'~luit · at . ·: ~".: .. ~: :·<~· -.~ · .' i 

( 
· . . 

., .·.-. 1330 I All,;,O"USt 15th;. .. (GT -i666-QPNAV 15230.5- .. ... · . . ' . . ·_; : -· . 
- · · .· · TI) · (S'IlmiOI.ary, 1606001 J.ugu~t1 lio. 47) .. _ .: · .-_. ·' · · ; . . . . . .. ~ . . : . . .. .... :: . ·"" 

·.:: . : \ .. · : ·.· .· • •· ·.• ... ... ... ··!·: . ~ •. . . ... . · ... ·.·. 
.. • • • .. • • • • • • • • • • 1 • • • • .'' .. • ....... - . 40 • : ..... •• -~ 

1.,.. ,. - ~- . . .. . .. . :: .. - ··_ .··.: 
.r. • : • • ~ • • ' :-. : 

- : • "'.,.. •• : .~ ., ... • • • -: • 0 0 : ·. ._· ;· :,· .. ~· . • • • .. • -.: - . •• • • • .. • .. .. .;.::. : • ••• ~ ·-
•• . • ' •• • . . • • • • f . 0 • - - . ... 

• • : .: • ( • t : • • ,. · ' . ' : • • • • • • ••• • • ... .. . .·- .. :· . .. · . . : . .. ·- _;·.--::·_- . .. . .. ·· . · ... : . . 392 . . ; .. ~ 

•' . ·: .-:. __ _., . -~ ... ::. ~ .. _/:·~>' ~~ ·.~· :,. ·<. - ~-·-.. '~ · . . . :· .. - . .,·· .. ·.-.. - ·:~ .. -.. :·~ -. . :.. . . \· .. · ·.,: ;-"·· ·.·· : · . .",:. , .. :; 
,.,._, ~ < :~ -. . x .. , '~ "-:· _-: :;· T: ,· :·. · .. : . :: / :.; .,_ ~/: ;r;(·:;, :·:.:>; ;:-: .<. ·J~ -, ) 

· ... .. :-~ ... ··: .. . ·.. . . ~ 
.. ·' ~. .. 

~·. .. . , ... · ... . . .. .. .. . ·.~ 
: ·. j . • ~ . .. 

. ... :· · . . .· 

·. : ... 

0 
. . 

. 
~· 

.• .. ·. ..; .... "": .. 
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·-···- . . . . : . , 
... ' .. ... 

.. t • ':A' - • ' • l ·... -.~ . : . • ' ~.: -:. . ...· • ': • .. . \ .. . 

AUGUST 15 •· 1942 (contilluad) .· .... .. :· .. · .. -_.~~-.. ·./::· -.- ··: .~ .. ·, ·. ·A ~- · ·:··: · .. · .. ·: · 
• • • • • • • 0 • .. : · • • • • , :.. • -, 

·: ~ ' . . ..... ' . .. ·· .. ,·, .~ .·· :.; · .. :_:~.·< ·· : ·. ·.~-- . ... . ' . · ~:- -::·. ~-, .·-·.--·· .. · ,~ ... ·.;. 
... . · · •· .. '· ·· .. ::.- The Commander o! ~he Sasebo #3 Special. L'and1 ng . : · 

.. .. .. ·•. .. . ... .. . ' ........ : . . . . . . . ~. 

:-··7orce .'•a~ _·operating ne&.r-~·. : ·.!he'· li&s. 7oree a~ · · .. _ ~· _;·: . ~-. · 
.. . . ·, . .· :. . . . . ~ .. ~ . . -~ . . . '\ . ..... ": ~": ~ . ··t: 0 . .. • •• • • •• ":!' .. . 

, ~ ' 
. · Kakassar Yas becoming more important ' in enemy radio ·-· 
.·. , . ... . . . . . . ·. . .... .' ... · ~ ~ -- .. · ;' · _,· ': ·~ -~ - . .. ,·,· .. ·. · . ~ - : ~" 
· . . tra!~ic,; :presumably beeaw;e ~r~gements ··were ~~- > ~-~ .. ·:--· 

. . . ·' ~ . .) .. : \: . . . . ": _:· •· .. . / .. . : . .... ·. ... . ~. . ... 

; ·: . ,:,_cade for ~he passage .. o! eonvoya . to . th.&t . a.r~t· . ~ -:·:_ ·. · __ .· ·, ··: . 
. .. . ~-· ·~. . ·. . ":.· :~-~-.< ... <·\:. · ··\ _<_ ;-~· ~_:·:.-~ .:' .. _ .. -.:~ .·- ~ .... ·.·. ~- ·_ . . :· . .. 

. ·. ,. ' · . . : -~ :- ·:." . .. ,. . - . . . .. 
.. . . • • ... : •. "r.· .. •• ~ • • • 

' • • • - '-• ' : , :. • ~ • : • . , ~ , ;' • ' ·:··\'~ • • , ,: : •: ' .. ' • .:,' • I 

. . · !raf!ic !or ·commander Sase'bo 15 SPE-

. '.! lfo, 442 ... 
,. .. .. . CIAL LJBDD!G FOR~ ~ . is . em~tin& ~ ...•. • . . · .. . . 

_· · • · . · · : . ~rom Bun a . ~ · !his CoCJlander ap- . ·· · . ·' · .. -:. ! . • .... . .. · 

parently accompanied i'orces wh.icb. 1:urrentl1 . ·. · ,,.. - : 
·landed in Buna J..rea. •. - (BEL 151022-n) -. . : ·· <. ·_.· . ... 

. ... . . 

• 0 • .._ • , • • • • • • • • • 

·~ - .; • • "'. • .r 
.• : . . . ·~·.: ! • • • . 

• '•": I : ·, * 
0 •• • .. .. : • ••j'.: . . . 

. sAsEoo _., sPEci.u LANDING FORCE ·~r · . 
. Bw:ia was noted as .an enciphered address-... "'n ·. · · 
.. 6 J.u.gust. .. (_6wn=lB.ry, 160600, August, 'Bo. · 72) . . 

·.It was obserTedl . 0 • - .. " . : • 

• - -:' • - .. ::.~ ~ • -. ~- .. .• ~ '.ft.... . ."' 

, . . N 0: . 1.1.3 . - ; -~,; - - : ;., - -::::;;;~>~: ·.::',: :;~ ~· · :-~LX:.< ., i; :~- :·}; 
: < · .. ·. ·. , ·: .. .' ...... : . . JUKASSAR .BASE FO~Cj' . :. . . ·.·:.. .. · ...• ss~1 ; ·, : . . ·:·· ;:·· _ .. :-; ; . • · 

: : . :~~ '-. -;·-; :.: ::. increased .importance 1n tra.tf1c p9ssibl,.- ·: ·: ·.~ .~ · ~- . :_ .=: 
~ .. > . .-:., ·.'~--i . :. i ·; .in_ connection ,with arrange:ne~t:s !or pa..:ssage ; .... -. . ·~-:-: . 
. . -, . . ~· · · or. convoys through that area• .:.!t 15l0/l4 · .· ·.:~· .-: .,_:~·~ ··" - .-

.· 

- ~ .. ..... · . · AUJnlst Ka.kassar addressed Rabaul -BASE FORCE · .... .:.: ·~ · : ·: . ~ · ; 
• · . , :. ·~ =. • • ... ., cu~s ·COYBINED · . . , 1en, ·- ~-:_ · .. , /.·:··. . ...... 

·. ···: ·.- .. · . .-· . . . . , 8Tl:i• . · and llTli AI~ FLEETS .. -"' :·:. !.._, ._.;. ·, . ;: ·.- · 
-~;-. · .. ~ · .. · .' < · _. p~us Singapore . . .. , Tokio · :. :·• · · . . :: ·:; ··.: · . 

. · -and Palao · ~ plus .unidenti--'.' ... ;- ::"- · . 
·:·, .:, '· .·: '· ·.: !ied in his serial' J6S. · · Since ·des-.> : .. ·.: · .: . . · .. 
· . . : =·.·--.'": ·.· . patch ·was originated by Sta:!'! Com.t:lunication · .:·<·. · ... 
.. .. ~ · .: · ·'. · ·.·. Officer 1 t may also deal with. co::ounica tiona ~.- . · ·.-· ·:·.. · 

. . : . :. :.. · · · ·. . .. of units of indica ted Fl eets in Yakassar · ....... ~ .. ··· ·." . -
:·.:::;: . . ' · :-. ~ ·~·: -··:: . .Area. · · (BEL lS09S4-TI) ·:._ (SU!llmary, 160600 1 ~·: •_;!'·· · "•. · ··: : 

.~ -., .. _, ·• · '··. August No ·· 81) · .... , .. ·· · · · · · ·- ·· ·· · · ·.· .. ··, , ... ,. , , .... "' 

· .::: .~ ~:, ::~-:~~_--: :' .. ~: .. ::· ~ .: '·_)~'-:~ :).;;~JY:f·;~,A~i ;~~:~-i:::rs~-~~:~<;~~:;. ·-rn~···~-... · · -. 
·~ --
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ORIGilf!J, 
l December _194.4 

. 
• t . . -

AUGUST 15a ~942 (Contiriued) - : . . . . . . . 
' 

• • ~ · ~ •• , ' · - • . J • • • • • • 

:he location of ·TarioUs ~ene1:1y base forces w~s . ···· . 
. '· 

.• .. . 
estimated as !ollowsa ·~ The Fourth Base P'oree at !rulq : . . . 
~~th Base Foree at SaipanJ Sixth at Jaluit} and 

,· • ' • • I o • - • • •: ::~ • ' • • • o ' ' 

· Eighth at Raba\ilt · ·~· - ' ·. · ' 

. . . :· . . I . 

.. 
No. 44/:s , .: 

. .Opera;tions S~ction Naval .General Stat! 
. . addressed several despatches to 4TRl STR, ·' 
.. 6TH and STli BASE FORCES, llanda tes .A r Vni ta 

and Defense Units· of Truk and ~arshalls, 
info~ation Staffs 4TH and 8TH iLEETS • 

. (COJ\l 14-150618-T~) ·· 

It was l'loticeds 

These BASE FORCES appear to be placed 
.as followsr 4TH at TrukJ 5TH a t SaipanJ 
~TH at Jaluit; 8TH a t Rabaul. 
(S~ry, 1514001 August, Bo. ~) 

• • o •' I 

. . .. • . 

·· .. · .. 

0 • ... :' • • 0 •• · - ., ~ •• 

. .. : 
. . . 

6uff1~1ent e~idence had now aceU!nula.ted to 1n• · ·: ; ; 
... 

,, . 't. ~ . 0 • • • • • • : ' ••• • • .. • 

dicate that a task to.rce o! the Second l'leet was on 
-· 

.its ~ay to. the .. Bisma~~k-~~ii:rmon ·a.rea;·:and woufd . · 
I .. • ' . . . . . . . 

arrive .there a:p:proxi.mat ely on .Lugust 21 ~r 221 
... . . 

. . ... 
11 a·. 445 . · .. 

.. ·.·; . :: . 

:·~. ·. 

.. , . • . 
.· .... ·. .. . 

~: .. : / ' :·:, . 

. ,., · . 

~ . 

. . 

. . l . 
•'. ,.. ·- . . "';, 

.· ' 394 
: ~ . 

... ;.. . .. . . . . .. . . 

;. . . . . ~ ·~ .. . ·. :·· .. : .. . -... ·· . . .. . • . :. 
• • ~ • • • ',•. I o ' 

'· .· . . 

: .. ·l 

·j 
. .. .. . .. 

: 1 ' 

' :: .. . . . .... · ... 
;' .. :· 



QR! GIRAL. 
- l December 1 944 

. . . 
. . · ··.- AUGUS! 15. 1942 {Continued) 

·. ·. 

Jo, 445 {Cont.-.) . . · .. 
•· 

·, 
.. . . . . • . . · .. . ' ·.• · .. -

· this Force cim .. rrive there 2J.-2.2 .1ugust. · .· .: 
· (OP~AV 1522.4-o-) - ·· • . ·.··· . . ~- . : . .. . · :. . .. _.. · 

' . . 
. -· - I~.·~~ comme~~~d~ . ·_-:·· ... ·, · .-. >~ · .... <· -'.;. :. . · .. -.· .. J . _..-. 

· - .' ·Bel.• 101728 appears ·as Item 2:3, page ; -~ . :: . · . 
. . . -. 

7 1 R;,I. :SIDllW1Y J.ll.4.00/Q .lugust. -OP!AT' a _. .. : .. : . 
131330 appears as Item 271 Page 8 1 ·R.I • . . :. · ',·· ·: · 
SU~ 1.31400/Q .August.-· OF!.! VIs l.4200S :· · . · 
appears as Item 3~, Page 11, R.I. S~~ . 
150600/Q August . · · . · · 

.. (Summary, l6~6oo, J.~t~ lq. ".36) 
. ' . ..... 

• :"" . : .. ' ~ -:.-. . 
. ' , .• 

A ~attl.eahip, tentativelr 1den~i!1ed aa ~ 
<fl o • o 

0 0 

: 0 0 0 ° 0 ~ 0 0 0 o 

00 

0 

0

0 
.. 

0 

longing ' to ~ ttle ship Di T1aiori One,· . a :ppes.red in radi.o 
.-. 

0 • • • • • t -· 
tra!! 1c once · again .a!~er being silent since la t e in 

~pril l 942s 
., 

. "'. ' -. : "' 

':' . . 
. . 

~ ..... .: .. . . . . - ~ -- . ' 
.. 

No, ,446 r • •·· .. ·!· · • ... : : · .. . ,·.:· • ... , , . 

, ••• T • .. _ 'pre~1~~iy -~~-so~i~te·d DEs!)~ ~:._· __ .- __ -~· .. :·:-._.··.::.. 
.- .. _.. ·· . . . ·again or1gilla ting traffic a!ter " · ·~ -. ·.-: . · .: :· ~ 
· . - .. ·.· . · · being ~seen since ~ate .Aprll wh en pre- -:_ ;~;._-.- .· · .. . . . 

·. ~ . ·· .·-· smaa.bly dULaged? .,. Wo a.!!111at1on seen as .:: --.. >- .. ' . 
. -. . . : . . 7et .. · (COli l.4. l52004•TI) _ ... ~ ... . - ... :·: . . . -··=·: .. .... • _ - .... _-·." ~ : .. _ · 

, .. . - _.: . ~ '- . . . .. ( : ' . .J .... :._ ..... :· • . ; ': -_ .. ·._:. ;~"· . . · .... .!• . ~- - •• . :~: · .::: . 

. . . · · . . It ns 1nd1catedt .:: ... ... · --. · . . -.. . · . .. . , _' . .. ··:-. · . ·. :. 
• • • • • 0 I. - ": ... • • • - · : • ••• ~ ; . • .. :-:' : •• ' ... . ; :.~. : • '': • • • • • : . , - • ~ :;· : · .: .: • • • • • 

.-.. . . _ _ : appear~ · to be a Battle sh ip of · ... : -:~~ · · · ·_ : · · 

: • 0 ·.. , 

·.· -~-=:: • ·. > .... BAT DIY 1 and appeared in traffic during .. · ._._. ·..,_. · . =: . 
· · . J'uly and also August ll the : · .... . · . .. ·· ··. . 

.. .. .. ·:· · · (S~ry, 1 606001 .Au gust , N~. · 21) ·.· .. - .. ·: _-. · 
... . . : .. . . . , . ~ 

.. • · ,. , .. ~ --: :• .. _ • . . ~, . . r •· " · . ·• · · ... 
. '•.' ·~ • . . . • :. - :. ; . • ~ ·• ~ ; . •. • ":. I , • • • . " .. .. ... . . -·· . ,;, ·:....·· 

• ··a. :- • ••• 0 ·- -~. --~- . ; • • • • • •• : ' ........ 0 • • • • .. .. -

.·. ·· · ·-: . .. ,._.: ~ · · .. :-- . ... ··; - ·.-----~ ~- ·--;·; -... :·· . .-·-.-· ... :; "· · ~ :. : . . · . 

. ·. -~-~ - -- ~ . :.:·<~··-.-~··.-.. :·-..... ·-.~ · · ·.· . .- :: __ -..... '".· -::: ~:.:·: ~ :>;·:_::.- . ~_-:: ~ · ... --.--.· ·. ·.<· - .~ .. 3 _~-.5 ~ :,,··. -~ 

-; .. ' .~ . . ·: ,':: ~: . ~:._::~ .;:~: ·:~l:·.~(o:::: ; '::: ;~:;~:X.}.':, .; . :. :-· ; : .:)~.?'( ~: >. : N l 
~·- , • . .. .. ·. , . __ _ . . 
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· .. 

ORIGINAL 
~ December 1944 

·.· -.. - .. '.:· ; 
, ._ . 

; . 

. · .. . · .·. 
~ - ". • : - -- • • • .. •• • - . ... 't' • 

_:· Enemy ·rario tri.:r:r1c Yolume 1raa loY in aU···-.-· .. 
.. 

areas on August l~ 1 but Yalu.able Wor:a tion could · 

~t1~ --be_ obta~~- ~~-- spe·~-1~1 · -r~~n~~-r . ~1~~r 
' • • • • ' .:· • • '1. .;•', • o • • • • • !' •,, I o , • .. o 

·. system, which had been used- .by -the J'a.panese 1ll _the . 
• • • • o • • I •' ' ' • • • • o • • .. • ' "" • • • o6 : ' ,• o ~: ' •• o • .. ... , ' .. • •, • 

·.· · .. _· ... southern· _area · durin~ the preeed.ini !etr _.c~ays, ilow was . :- .: . 
• ••• • :. .: t • • ... • • ... 

• I • • "'- • '"' o o •,; • • •, ' o • , • , • 4 }Ito 

~ . adopted !or general use -~ all ~reaa. The eli~1na- ·· 
• •. I • . '· , ' • • ... • ··•• • . ' . ·. • • • . •, I • . •. • , • 

. -tion or readily reco_gn1~able . serial numbers ·made it ·_-_:_ · 
~ '· . 

more d1.!!'1cul.t to identify e~~~ .'unit:s, which 1r~re_ · . ·. _ ... : .. 
.. ' 0 • • .. , .. .. t • . • • • . . . . . ... 

disguising th_e~r - presence by tl:ia use o{ .co.ve·r ca.lla 
-. . . . . . .. ... ; 

· and by the inauguration O! Yarious SJ)eciu call~ · .. ... 
.. . . · . . 

It was evident that the ' Japanese wer& making eT~·ry .. 

e:rrort ·to imp~~~~- - their communieatio~- ~-ec.ur1~; · ~ - ··. · _.· . 
• • • • • ' • • - • •, . # • • 

. . .. .. ·'. . ...... • . ·-- ~- _.J . . · . . ':. 

W I 17 .-,· ~ .. : ._:_:. ':. ~:·· .. ~ .. .:_·. ~ ... ·. -~ ·~ · · ... . ' .. .. ·· _.:.:·: :-- .. : ;· . ·, • <·· . ·, . :: ~ - · ... . ; -·: . i : v < .... ::.. . . ... 
·_··_-_· .· .. ilo_'_ -~ . __ .~: .. ,··= ' · ~ - : --:__; ·~· - .: .· ·::·:_.',. <·-.. ~.- -- :) ,_.:-_.· : ·._. :_~ .. :-1· :.., ·: _ _. .. _ ~ · --. - _<-·._· .. · :. 

·. . ;: ·-- : · .-_- ~ - · . · •. _:·: · . ·· !.·In general, · tra!'fic volume w~s _l.oli til . -~ ·. ~ -- ~~ / 
· .. - . .. · . . ' ...... . · · . . all areas • .. (COM ~4 .l.S200S-1'I) ·: . ' · '~ ~· · . '·· ... , ·-=- :_' _.·;·:·.::::-:·:::._-· --: .·. 

·. .;·:. •· · · ._ .. · . ': ... · · . (s~ry, 1~06001 ·August; Jo~ ·1) ·: .. :·;:· _. · _.; ·· ...... :.~-~::·= : · · .. 
. .. . •. .• .· : ... _ ·. : .. .. ~ . : : :.- .-: ';":: .· ·-~ :_..: ~ :=.::-:· .. . ·. :' ... ",• .. . . • >&' ~- . ·.·_, - ~-~--. : ;~:> . ~:.: ' ·.:_:. \: . .-;:. :;.-; ~-·.: ·. : .. 

.. 

' .· 

No,·. 448 ; ·. ~ .. · -: . .... ·., · . ·~ · · .. · :_· .·: .. · .... · · .:.: . :·-·. · · 
~- . . .. ~ " _. • • . ' • . • .. . : ! • . ... • .· . 

> ·:-- ·· ... :-~ ·: Special ~-number system ~ ,;~~ Southern · · _._--.~ ~-- >. 
· Area last !ew days today beca!lle universal · ..... .. :·._.. · · .. 
' tor a.l.l areas .lack o! visible secret message . . :· :\ '.· 

serial so far -complicating identification .. - . . · ·· . .- ... 
' those units using cover calls and scrambling . . .. _ 

. radio station numbers. This, coupled :with ...... · : . · . 
< : two or three types special : calls apparent · · .. · .. _, .··:·. _ 

... . ·' - ~ - : : · .. ... ' · .. _.· · ~ ·· ·=·- ·.-· ~-- ·-.- . .. .. · ~· ·. :. :.: . .. . . . . . _. ' •;-. .. _-: . . : _:: . - . 
: . : _.. . ~- . :· . . . ,·. ~... . ; . ' . .. . . . .. 

· · · .. · · ~-- · ·• · · -- . · - - _,,_. ... · - .. · : · .. · -·- · .-~ :.:~ · ~ · 3.. s ··s· ·.. · · · · 
•• • • ..... .. . , • • .. ·4 •. · · :· ... •. ·• • • • • ' • .. · • • .. ·,.-> . ..... .• :. . .... • • . ·. 

~ • • • • 0 • - - .· .·- · • • _.:· .::·- ' ·:~ ~- ···' ' ; : _ : · ' :: ., . . .... ~ · • • • • • • - · · , ._. ~ .. . ... 

• 0 • ••• : :. •• - ~ - -~ - .= ... _ .. :· •• ,;.,··· • . •· .. . 
. . . .· . ... .- ~- '' . . .. · . . . 

• • ... \ • • •••• ·.' ....... , . - • • : . :. · •• ;·. · .-: · • • _ . ..· . · 0 ... . • ·•· • • : • , . •• • ·1·'_ .. ~ ... - . 
¥'" . • •,, . rl.'• •• • - · ~ \ .,-• • : 

• ••• • . ., ~- • :·:.. ' •. • • ~- . • • • •• • v • • ,• .. . . ~. • • • • ·- • • • .... - , . .. . . . .• 
:.;...:....,...:...,._ · ___ __._____ ••• · '. · -- -~..: •• 0 • •••• • •• • • 



, . 
ORIGIHh.L 
l. December 1 94.4 · . 

. ·. ,AUGUST 15. 1942 {Continued) .. ; .. 
' . 
. . - . 

!fo.· 448 (Cont.-) • : • • _ : • .:~ · • I ;• . · .. 
·. 0 .. ' .. .. . . " ~ . . 

last !ew days, show increased Japanese in
terest 1n Communication Security. · 

.. ·. ,., __ .. 

(COU 14-152002-!I) ·(Summary, 160600,_ 
.J.ugust, lfo. 2) · .· : : : . . -~ .. 

• • • .. • 0 

: .. . . · " ... 
..._ .... 

·.' '. ·. . :"' . . 
; - ~ ....... . . :. ·. 

Radio Intelligence Conimuriieation ·-.: :: :'" ·.·.!he ~a panes• 

net was expanded to 
... . -~ ,._ . . ... -

rece1Te regul~r r~po~ts rrom 
to • • • 

r~dio stations at A.mboina .and Soerabaya• .. ~ • .. · · , 
.. -· : . 

0 • •• • - • 7. ~ .... 

No, 449 . .. ·.· ,•. 
0 ; _ . · . 

~ .. 

.. - .... - .. t • . • •• 
. · . . .. . . 

. '. .. .. : 

.. 

· · ~boina Radio and Soerabaya 
Radio . . ·joined RI net, sending regu- ., .. 

. · .'(_ J • • • 

lar reports to usual addressees South and 
Empire • . {C01l 14 152004-TI) . · 
(Summary, 160600, .A.u~ust, lio. 80) . .. .. · . 

. · ... ·· '"' 

, . 

.... CrUiser Division Six was stillin '.the . genera.l -
, :.,.. . . . . . . . .., . .· . , . . . ,· .. . . 

. vicinity o! Rabaul1 .and Cruiser Division Se~en, plu·a . .. ·. 
·· .. . : ':".. . . . . . ':·1 ·. 0. _ , • • ,_. ; :::·: · ,._-.:~ •• • •• •• --... : · : ... 

several. destroyers,~ arr~ved a~ llak.assar on ~ugilst ~~. ~ =.· :~ · :. .: 

·· i3a . -~.·- :· ·:. ·: ~ ;: i · ~ -:~~ -:~ · ·· ,. ? · · .. '· · ~ .,_ .:· ...... ~:· ... _·: .~·.·; ·.: ~ ·: .. :·. ·~ :.._: ·.~ : .· · ._ ... ·::· ··\ y. ·:. ' . .- · . 
•• - • • • • • • • • "" .. • J •••• ~- ;_ :.; .: •• ~ • 1 •• ... ':' .. . 

0 0 .: •• • 0 · .-: ·~ • : .•; ·_ . 0: 0 0 ':.._ : 0 ..... • .. -: · ·:·" 0:0 . O P 0 0 0 · - : ' 

• 'o •• 0 .. ... . l··.... , . ; . . 
• • • .~...; • : : . l. . • • ... ... ,. - • .0 • ... - - . 

No • .!SO . ·.· .· _.·,_·> ·. ·. · .. :. . ·, .. ·· .·.·· ~ . -~- -:.' ~·.'' .. >. : \. : _~:'·.: ~ :~~-:.= · .: ::: : ... · 
· Tra!fic association continues to place . · :· : .. . 1 

·. · · , CR1IDIV 6 1n Xavieng Area4 · (COAl 14-150642-. ' ··: : '"': ··. ... .. ~ ~ 
TI) . ~Su:nmary, 1_60600, ~ug:ust, No •. ~8) .. : ,-~ : . . ·:/ ~ -: · ·. ~ 

. • •• 0• ~· .c• . ~ 
• • • 0 • • -: .. •• ; • 

... . :. .... · . ·= ·· .··· .. . . - · ';'' .· )~ . ·' . . '\ . . :-. . ·. . . . . .. . . . .... , .. • . . • 

. ' ·.·:._-_'· :: _,: >·:~ -' ~ :\ : _:-; - ~ .. -~:--::: :· .·' •, . :: ~ : ;~7 ., ·.. l 
. :~ :. · .•. ·· ._: ·" . ..: . ,. • • . ... . . . '7 . : > :. '. 7 • . : • • .... : • • • : ..... . : :. - :. ,. 

'"I.:. • ~ • 0 • 0. ... 

: :~ .. • 0~ • • : 0; .• :;. ···.' - .: . • • : • ••• : • ... 

) . - ' . : . ·. : . :. ... . . ' . . . . .• . . . -: _.. .. ·. ..: - .: _. ·-. . . : · ... 
' :._." • '\: • , • oo •• T •,"'p : ,: 

.. ) .. 

. -... 

-.. .. ... 
• , - 0 • • • • ' .. .• 

. .... . ·. ·. : ·--: . _. ··-·· . ......... :.-. .:-;.;,,_,__ 
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'QRIGINAL 
l. DeceiOlber 19.44 · 

AUGUST 15. 1942 (Continu.d) .· 

Concealed originator at Xavieng 
addressed Serial 177 at 1800/14 ~ugust to Sta!! Communication Officer CRUDIV 6 

possibly indicating true originator to be 
ship o! that CRUDIV • .COMCRUDIT 6 1s or~g1-
·na ting tra!!ic tmder cover eall. 

· and appears to be 1n Rabaul ana~ 
.· .. · (BEL 151048-TI) . . . -.: .· .. ·. ~-

It was noteds 

COY 14 reported CEUDIV ~ in Kavieng 
.trea 14 August, and the Co~der there as 
late as 13 ~ugust. -
(Summary, 160600, August, 1io. 87) 

.. . 

. ·• 

CRUDIV 71 plus 2 DESDIVS1 less l De
stroyer each, arrived at ~ on 13th • 

. {COi.l 1.4 152012-DI) .. · .. . . ·.-. : .. · . · ! 

·-: . . 
. , it ~a~ declaredi . =. :: · • ' . 

~ - .. 
. ' . 

~ .... ·· ... . 

·. ,. 

.. · .. 

• , , J 

. ·. 

. ; · 

. .. 

: . . ·. 
. . . 

• ~t* : • • • • .. 0 : 

.. . :.. . IJl i ·.s. xa:ita:s~·~ :. .··: .. · :-.. -.'~ \: : .. . ... , . - : . . J • • • ,· 

_lsummary, ~6o_6oo, J.~tJ i _o. s;)' .. ·.·· · · · ·· .. :·- :· :,_· ~ - · 
_... • I - • • • '• • , • ' • • , ,• • • ::· • , .. . • • • - • - "" •' 

'I • • • .._ ~ • ', • • • • - • , 

., ·~·· : ~'. A c.ruise·;, annoU:ci.ng.:its· departu~e '!rom .. ~ :···.· :· ·: ·. : · · 
. . . 

· Rabaul to .. Japan on August. ·15 1 ··gave some 1ild1cati.on .. .. · .... ' · . 

thAt it had su!fered damager 
. ~ .• 

: :· . . . . . .. . •. 

,o,• • • .. 
• .. , ... . . . ·-.... .. 

r •• ·. ' ,:' 

• I 
• • '\ • •, • , '\', • r ' • 

.. ... 
#0 0 ..... . · ' 

. . . · 
. -... · . 

. -.. . 

1 .... · , 

... . . . . · .. : ·.: ... """ 

~ :' • 0 • 

0:0. • 0 . . 

• o r • .. 

.. . . . . ... . . 

~ • t 

0 J • • •• . .. 0. . . \'•' 
. . .. " -

, · ........ . · .. - ~ 
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ORI GIRAL 
l Dece.::1ber 1944 

AUGUST 15. 1942 (Contin~td) 

·No, AS5 ·{cont.) 

nication Zone Report trom at ·1120/14 

.· 

August indicates movement rrom Empire to 
truk via Saipan. Probably simultaneous <J,e-

•I ' • "' • 

parture with rendervous enroute. 1 

and ~ -are included as Into addressees. 
(BEL .15104S:TI) (Summary, 160600, _August, 
Vo. S') · · · 

Jio. 456 -. 

Escort Unit ·· 1n Cocmun1cat1on 
Zone 
cate 

Report at 1600/14th appears ~o indi- . 
movement rrom Sasebo ' to ~abaul 

· 'Tia Saipan · and Truk · 
{BEL 1.51048-TI) .. 

It was mentioned: 

is COMDESDIY JO. His despatch 
giving his schedule is Item f.24, Page 8, 
RI Sumr:tary 150600/Q August. .. . . . 
(Summary, 160600 1 J.ugust1 llo. 94) · ... · 

. . ·: . 

. : .. · ·· .. 

·-

,. 

· Destroyer D_fvisions Three1 Fomo and Seventeen, ., -

plus one d~-s~royer !roJ!l De-~troyer DiTisio~ lifte~~~ -_._ 
.. . . . . 

: 

- . . . . .. . · ; 

·were now en route to Rabaul. • . . ·'!hough Destroyer .Divi-- ·· .. · . . 
• • •• • • • .. •' • • •• • • .. .. , • • • 0 0 .' • :· • : • 

sion ThTee· an.d Destroyer Division Seventeen_, the .· .. _ · ·r· . . 
. . . . . . . ..... . 

latter having announced it_s - ~rrival · a ·t :T~uk on · :_ ~ ·:: ~ · : 
• 0 •• • • • •• 

Augu~t 14, had formerly been employed as· carrier . . . ,. .. :· .. ., . 
escorts, there was ho indi~ation of the presence ot . 

. . . . . . . ... . . . ·. ·.. \ .. · . . .. 
.. . . .-

. ... ·. 400 . .. 

; ·· .... . . . 
·. . . 

- • • •• 1 . .. i "' ...... . 
. . . 

· ·\a=.,;; ···'exi ~ r l 



OP.I GL~AL 
l December 1944 

AUGUST 1'. 1942 (C~ntinued) . · 

· carriers 1.n -the ·South Pacific. · :Row4:r~er 1 the possi-
. . 

c111 ty or their mov-ing into . this area Yas not over-

lookedl ... .. . 

!o, 4'7 

l'RO!I.s 
TOI 

-~ .. .: , ·.. . . .. 
·. . 

1 
( cmmESROll 10) 

- (C_o_!S lS~ AIR FLT.) ... 
INFOt 

·!his Force less 
· scheduled to a-r-r~i-v-e~C~hi~c~hi~j~ima ______ _ 

hours the • 
NOTEt .Time is between 17 and 2300. · Date 

is about 14th • 
(BEL 150630-DI) .. :-- --,.-. ------

DESD!V 3 and DESDIV 17 are both de~ · . 
.. stroyer divisions which have been associa- : 
--ted with carriers and now appear enroute 
~baul. Although the carriers themselves . 

. . are not associated With the Rabaul Area, 
the possibility that the carriers may ~~ 

· ·: associated with the movements o! these · tlfo 
divisions should not be overlooked. DESDIV 
17 appeared enroute from Truk to Rabaul on 
Aug. l~th. (Summary, 160600, August~ No. 17) 

: I • 

··~ 

'"' .... 
.4 01 

· .. . : ..... 
·· .. 

. . · ·. .. 
... 

···. -= .. · 

• I 

I 
I • 

···": J 
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ORIGINAL 
l Dece!!lber 194), 

AUGUST 1~, 1942 (Continued) .. .. 
. · 

Jo • .438 . _ 

J"ROJt: 
TO a 

'• 

& : .• • . 

i467~ 0600 1 August 14 • 
. Concealed 1centify ·ca11) 

_ . ; C~lC CO:.ffiiNED FLEET) 1 . 
... co.:.mR 1ST AIR YLEET) , . 
' COilDESRON 10) , 

CINC STU FLEET)~ . . . -
1 COUDR llT.I:i AIR FLEE!) t 

CDlC 4TH FLEET) I 
Tokyo KoTement Repo~t 
fS&Ction), . ·. · . ·. 

. INFO: (C.Q. ISOKAZE 1n DESDIT 17) . .... 
J'R01l: COMDESDIV 17 • 

. . 
·. .'!'his division arrived PT {'!ruk). .. 
(GZ 12497 - OPNAV 2497 -.~ . DI) : · ·. · . 

. (Summary, 1~14001 August, lfo. 19) ·: . · .. 
; ... \ ... 

No. 1.59 • 

Rabaul, or someone covering at RabaUl; 
addressed Destroyer , in DESDIV 15. 
PESpiV 4 less tentative 2ND SECTlO!! ' • 

.'1 DESDIV 17 less Destroyer j in-
dicating that probably maxi.I:lum or .. , de- . . 

. stroyers !rom DESDIVS 4 · and ·17; plus one de-··: -·· · 
stroyer ~rom DESDIV l5 .are expected arr1Tal 
Babau1 Area. · (GT I664~0PNA~ 152130-TI) '·· . . . .. ' . . . ,'·" .... 

· .. .-.. It. was . pointed. outs .. '~ · ·_:~ . . . . 7 · · =· .. .' : .· • . . · · · ·"· ·. 

Dest~-o~~r · appe~red .. e~;otit~ Par~- - · 
mushiro to Yokosuka via Ominato on August 
7th. CO~DESDIV 17 and COUDE~DIV 4 r.ere in
cluded in despatches from Rabaul on Aug.-
13th, .indicating the approach of these DES.-: · .. ~ . 
DIVS to Rabaul Area and on Aug. 14th. CO~- . · 
DESDIV 4 plus destroyers and o! 
DESDIV 4 ·appeared in Rabaul A!ea. Part or 

... , .· ~ 
. . 

I 

.. .. 

' . . ... : . 

' . 

. :·-: 
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AUGUST 15. 1942 (Continued) .. . . .. · ... 

lio, 459 (Cont.) . . . . . 

DESDIV 4 appeared escorting In! DETAC~T 
!rom Guam to Rabaul on ~ug. 8th, 
{Sum;;lsry; l60600 1 .August, lio. _90) -

· Destroyer Squaciro~ '!'hree 1 y;h.ich had recently 
:: ·; 

been associated with Cruiser Division Seven, indi~ 

eated that it would arrive at Rabaul on Augu~t 16 ...... 

\ .. 

" : · , 0 

at l600z 
.. . .. 
.. . ' 

No, l-60 
.· 

. . ~ . 

. · . .. 
Destroyer 'in D~SDIV 19 of .DESROH 

), addressed COinDESRON 3 . 1.,. COM.DE5- · ~ . 
DIY 19 . . ..• }/ CINC CO~Bil;ED , . 
CDfC ST.!:i . 1 RABAUL BASE , . 
Y.ovement Report Office, Tokyo. and -possible, · · . . .. ·. ·. 
if garbled, COIJCRUDIV 18 • . . • '; indica t- . . . 
ing move13ent to Rabaul at 1600, Aug. 16, . . : .' ... ·._- · 
using old cipher • . (GT .rfi-662-0PN_~V 15~ 721-!_~) . ·:. ; . ·-

• : .. r . 

· It was stated' · · . . ·. :-. . . ; . . ~. · .. 
. . . 

. DESRO.N 3 has been as so cia ted rl th CRU- ·· 
DIV 7 in recent weeks and no separate actiT-

'. ~ty or Destroyer has been noted. 
(Sum:nary1 _160600 1 .August, lio, Sit) ' : .· . ·' ' 

.. . 

. : 

. . J~~ane-~e aircraft carriers ~ere . . ina.ctive on .. - - ~-- .: __ -: 
. . . . . ~ . 

August 15 1 tho~h evicence a;pe~red· the t the eHOKJ.~ci, , _ 
. :· ·- .. 

li!TJ...K.A and HOSHO were in Empir~ wa terst ·· · 

" . 

!. • ' 

.. . .. . . 
1 • • 

... · .... : ~·-:·. 

. ·: --~~ :.· ... .. :, !: • , • 
.. . 

. . . . 
. \ ' . 

' . ' . 
#'o • • 

. ·· . :. 

. . . . 
•. . ~. 40.3 . 

' . . 
... . .. 

,·, . 
. . -. .,. :. : 

. ·· . 

. . 
:' ~ r 
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ORIGIJi!L 
1 ~cembiar 1944 

.. ·.AUGUST 15, 1942 (Continued) 

No, A61 

io Carrier tra!!ic .noted. Single bear
ings continue SliOKAKU, HITAKA and liOSHO 1n 
Empire Waters. (COY 14 152008-TI) · . 
(SmnmaryJ 160600, .August, Jio. 1.4) 

Carrier Div~sion Two requested that shore 

facilities !or its operationa or! Yarcus Island be 

made ava.llable; 

Jo, .L62 
' . 

CARDIV 2 will ~perate o!! ~arcus Island 
and wishes shore facilities made .available. 
Each ship of division has available !r~m · 
15 to 18 each o! VB, VT, Blld VF. · 
(co~ 14 152012-DI) (Summary, 16o6oo, 
August, No. 51) . .·. . . 

A call !or the Commander o! the Saip~ Air 

force disclosed the existence o! this· new orgaDisa- ~ 

tion& 

:. 

Enciphered WSAIPAN AIR FORCE CO~R.~ 
noted. This is new outfit as it has no call 
and has originated under ca~ of SAIP~~ 
BASE FORCE • ~ associa-
ted ~ith this command. (GT ~662-bPNAV · 
151721-TI) . (S~ary, 160600, August, H~. :l7) 

• • • f 
• . 4 0.4 

• •• I 

. . . .. j 
. .. :··.... , . . 

.·~... '' , .. . ... __ .. )·-:- ... 



QR!GINAL 
l DeceQber 194.4,. 

AUGUST 1~. 1942 (Continued) 

. ' . 
Kuch activity o! the destroyers and tender~ 

· .. 
of the 71rst Air fleet indicated that a new :ovement 

was about to take placet 

. · . .: 
Group of despatches from destroyers 

and tenders of 1ST AIR FLEET sent to Kure, 
Yokosuka and Truk Radio Stations, informa
~ion Staff 1ST AIR FLEET. These are typi
cal pre-moTecent communication despatches. 
(COU 14-150618-TI) · · .. 
(Sum::nary 1 153..400, August, :&o. 16) : 

.... .. . . 

1ST AIR FLEET CoC!Ilander 
ZUIKAKU . 
DESDIV 3 
Xes. duri.Iig 

. . , 
. . and llagship ,__ or 

heard working en 5910 
evening 14th. (~L 15082?-TI) 

It was observedt . ,· 
. , '"., . 

: 

TI indicates DESDIV 3 is enroute to · . . ' -· .. 
·I 

· Rabaul. . ·' ,. , 
(Summary~ _ 160600~ August, !o. 19} 

. - . .. 

No. 466 

• 0 ••• 't' • • • • • • • .. . 
. .. . . ' 

r. " .. 
,• ·. . . 

0 • • t 

'· . 
T • - ' .: 

" ... · .. 
·: . . 

. . 
I 

. Routing o! serial 054 !rom C01D~SDIV 
3 at 1700/l4th adcressed to SHOKAKU 

. . , RYUJO . . and ZUIKAKU, Infoi C01J- ' 
DESRON 10 . and Chief of S taf! 1ST 
AIR FLEET casts doubt on ass~ption th~t 
Flag 1ST AIR FLEET aboard SHOKAKU since des-· 

. . .. 

... _,_ : .. . , · .. 

· patch given :to ' by for delivery · 

.. , 

·.• .. 
:: 

: · .. ·. . . 
. . .. . 

. . ! . . . 

1.• '· • • . . . 

405 . 
.. 

; . . ' . . . , . . ~ . 

. ' 

' · 
. .. : . . , ..... .. 

. . . 
.. ' . . ·· . · . . 
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. AUGUST 1,, 1942 (Cont~u.d) ·,. .. 

. . 

. . 
llo, 466 (Cont.) .... 

. . 
to all addressees was passed .to ZUIXAKU for 
delivery on all Action Addressees by 

-wi.th delivery already shown to Cili C lS'! 
.llR FLEET. (BEL l5082Q-TI) · . 

.. · . . . 
0 • • • 

. · ~ . 
.. · ... 

. . ~ 

. . ~ 

... 
· It was noti.ceda ... ~. .· . . . ... . . . 

. .. ~ -

.. COMDESDIV 3 t054 reported in RI ·sum
mary 151400/Q August on Page #10, Item #~ 
and BELCONNEN1s version above. 

is identified as a destroyer 
· escort for carriers by CO!! 14. ·. . 
liO!:E: '·(DESRON 10) was used here 

rather than . in Washington 
t ·ransla tion. seems reason-
a b1e. Believe BEL CO liNEN .means CIN C 
1ST AIR FLEET is in ZUIKAKU. · . 

'(s~ary, 1606001 .tugust, No. l~) 
• o • • • • ... I 

. .. •' .. 
' 

. . 

•• · , "t • •• 

!he transmission of many weather re ports as 

·well as routine dispatches 1n t he s outh Paci!i c in

dicat~d that J'ap·an~se ai~:~raft .movements were stil l · .. 

at a higb l~veia . :.:: .··: . ·_-_. ~. .. : ··· -· ··· · .... , .: .... : .. · .: .. ~ ~:~ .: ··~ ~~·-· _ . '_: ·· 
i . . 

No. 467 
. .• 

: . ! . • · . ... . . · ·, 
.. ...... .. . -. . . . ': ·· ... : . . . . · ..... . 

:.. ... ·. · . .' . . ~. . . : ·-.. ... '"": . . . . 

. . : ·. ::··. ..... . .. 

. -. : ·. : ~ -- .·· .. : . . . .... . .. . .. 
·.Weather despatches in Truk-llarshalls- .. ; ..... · . . ·. 

Rabaul. Area remain at high level indicating · .. :· .. . 
continuing of Aircraft movement s. · ,.· ... · · -. · 
(COl.l 4-150618-TI) (Summar y, 151400 1 : . • 

.August~ lio, 23) . : : . .. " · ·· -~· '· . .. 
·· . . .. ;· .. . .. . ... 

: ·. •. 
·~ ... :. . . . 

.. . -- ... . .• • ... . . , .. · .. 

.. .. ~· . -

: :' . . · .. ,, . 
: \ ' . ~-. :. -

- ~ ... . 

. .... ~ ··. - . . . . . . . . . . 4 06 ., . , . ·.- . .:'-:'_: •. \ ' . . . ' -~ ·. ..... . . . . ... . . 

. · .. :; ; .~ .:-+·., ... :! • 
• • • # , 

.. . ·. "· . ..; ·' ··.· .·· .. .' . ·:· 
. . . •. ;. ·~ ~ : . ~. ~ .. , : . . . . · . 

. · .. . :... . .. 
;. .. . . ·. . . . . . . 

.·. 

. . ~ ----------- -----··-. __ ...:.. . ....:---...:--......... ---:...----.... · ---- ·--~-_.. _ _. __ 
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AUGUST 15, 1942 (Continued) 

lio • .468-

Xavieng Base very active with despatches 
to Air Units. (C01! 14-150642-.TI) 
(SlllllmAry 1 .160600 1 August, No. 79) 

Re~o~cements vere being ferried in · rro~ the 

E:llpire. - . Investigation disclosed that ~ Japanese ref-

erenc~ to what was thought to be paratroops was rea~y 

a mention of ground troops: 

llo. 4.69 

Further indication that Carrier-type 
PLANE GROUP · · (probably torpedo planes 
or dive bombers and currently at Kisaratsu) 
scheduled proceed Southern Area taken !rom 
heading despatch, Serial #08 from that Com
mand to Chief of Staff 11TH AIR FLEET 

· , Commanders Saipan . • , Truk . 
. and Ch1chij1ma ·BASE FORCES plus 

Com.2nders .A.IRRON 25 · · · ·· and 26 · 
· ~ Info: Chief of Sta:ff Yoko~uka ~.. . · 1 

Chief of Staff COMBINED FLEET ,. ,' ·1U-
HAJ~ AIR and YOKOSUKA DEFENCE 
FORCE. Unit · ~ ·. · Route appears ·to be 
via Chichijima, Saipan and Truk. Co:nmander 
AIRRON 26 _shown by routing in Ra ba ul Area 
and . previously associated with AIRRON 
26 will probably proceed same area. Further 
indication of reinforcements !roc Empire seen 
in current association betT:een Saipan BASE 
FORCE . . 1 HAJ:i.A.J~MA AIR . - ~ and 
Tokoh~a Air Station .I Truk BASE 
FORCE , 1 Staff Co~unication Officers 

407 
.• 

.. ~· 



OBIGINA.L 
l December 1944 

AUGUST 15. 1942 (Continued) 

li o. 1..69 (Cont.) 

4"1'H FLEET . and llTR AIR FLEET 
. '• (BEL 150915-TI) 

It was commented: 

On 8 August TI indicated PLANE GROUP 
.would probably go to Rabaul Area. 

It has been at Xisaratsu Air Station since 
6 August. CO~IRRON 25 is the same as co~. 
'T.H AIR ATTACK FORCE. ·COUAIRF.ON 26 is the 
same as COM 6TH AIR ATTACK FORCE. · 
(S~a~, 1606001 AUgust, No. 16) 

lio. 1.70 

.. ·. · 

Rererence various translations o! 
·, serial 355 1 of lOth, involving the · - · .... 

ferrying of something or other from Teni~ 
to Rabaul · via ~ruk. In view of COU 14's · 
suggestion that paratroops ~ght be involved, 
we researched as exhAustively as p~s sible 

· on the code group concerned and be- :. ·-. 
11eve 1 t to be ;(ground crews). ·' Thus . .. :. 
we 'believe that that part .of . message should ·. · · , 
read •will terry KlSlJ'.AZU AIR GROUP Ground ·· ·:: 
Crews £rom PST to RR -in accordance following 
schedule: lst day depart PST. etc. • \. 

· On the lOth we noted 
. care ·of KISARATSU AIR 

~ This may be ·wAirborne Division•. COY . 
·14 and BELCONNEN have been asked to make ·.·-· 
early co:nuent regarding this. · · · 
(GZ ME~O 8/15 - OPNAV 151751 - DI) -
(Suzmary, 151400, August, Ho. Z4) · 

. ·: 

'· ' t- .. . · .. . . · : . : .. . 
. . • . .. . ... .. ·.. . . . .. '4 Q$ .. :.-... 

· .. · .. .. 

. . _, _ a tt•7 ~ o · 
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.. 

J.UGUST 15, 1942 {Continued) . 

Shipping in the Koepang-Soera baya and ubon . · .. 

area was be·ing furnished air support by J.ir Squadron 
. . 

T'wenty-thl"ee, based __ in _Java~ anci Air SqUadrol). ~~enty-: . . : ·~ _ 
·. 

five, situated at Rabauls 
. . . 

. =· 
.. ~ .... 

No. 471 ,: ·.· · . ..... :. . ' 
- ·• 

Increased association between CO~IRROB 
23 anci CO~RRON 25 indicate that these COQ

mands are keeping each other we~ informed 
as to their respectiTe operations, also 
associations indicate that shipping in the 
Xoepang-Soerabaja ·and Ambon Area is .probably 
being furnished J.ir support. . ·· · · : .. 
(ML-151022-TI) · · . .. . 

·' . 

It was indicated: 

AIRRON 23 evidently has reference to 
who is 2ND AIR ATTACK FORCE (based 

1n Java Area). · COUAIRRON 25 is also Com
mander 5TH AIR ATTACK FORCE (Rabaul Area). 
·(Summary, 1606~0, August, Bo. 75) 

· . .. · 
'• 

. .· 

0 , ~ 0 

. .. .. 
No, 47'2 

-· 

. . .· . 
· · · (J.ir Station 1n Buna Area?) 

. originated Serial 112 at 0630/14 th I or Ac- ·- ···· 
tion: Com.maneer · (TORPEOO or DIVE · · .' ·_ · ~-
BOMBER PLANE GROUP at Rabaul) and Stai'f Com- · · · :· 
munication Officer ..URRON 25 .. possible in- · · · .. ·.· . .. · 
dicating transfer -of · aircraft !rom .. 
~abaul to Buna Area). (BEL 15~022-TI) 

.. ~ 

. 
·' ·. 

---- ......... . . __ _ 

, . .... 
; . 

) ) • ~ 1 · - 5 

. 

.. . . 
.. . 

. . 
: . . : 

. -~--- · . .... -.... _ .. 
~··. · .: -:~· 

·• · .. ~ . ,:.,~ .. · --:~;" . '• 
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-~ . 
· • .;,.. · ~. C· 
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.. 

. ; .:_ _ . . -· · .. ·. - ~: . 
.. . -· ' · .. . :: ·• ... . , · . ... . · - . . .. . . . · .. . . : ' ·. ·· 

. • .. ·· ~· . 
·. :·. . . , I • 

It was not.dr ·· . 
. · ·. ' . 

. · . .. 
• .. .. • 0 •• • : :·:~. -· •• ... .... 

·:t..: . ..:· . 
. ·. ' ... ' ... '•. 

': • .. •... 
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AUGUST 15, 1942 (Con~inued) 

No. 471.. (C~nt.) 

·is unidentified. It appeared !irst 
about 16 July. In a~ but 3 despatches 
since that ti>:Je it has been an addressee -. · 
along with C~IVS. ~ and 2. In the other 
3 despatches known BB's and Division ca~s 
appeared. (S~ary1 160600, August, No. JS) 

.. · . 
Japanese air groups were located on August lS 

~ '• . 
&S !ollOYSI 

Co~ander o! the Kisaratsu Air at 
: · llc.rcus I ·s1and; 

~roup 

Commander o! the Yisawa Air Group at 
Gasmata; -
Coc.t:1and.er ot the Tainan lir Group ~t 
Lae; 

Commander of the 1'hird Jo.ir Group at Aobon; 

Commander Emd Staff Coi:l.l!:unica t1on O!!icer -: 
o! the Eleventh Air Fleet at Tinianj :· · 

• • t - • 

• • ... - ·' • 1 ' 

· Commander ··or Air Squadron -rweri ty-·two ·at -. · 
K1saratsuJ . ·-- . :- : · ..... . . , · . -.· 

0 • • • • • . , 

~ ~ 

Commander ot the Xanoya.· Air Group -at 
. • . . . . 

Sa bang; .. 
.. 

Com.mander of Air Squadron T~enty-t~ee ~t 
Koepang; .. 

Co!!lmander or the '!akao Air Group at 
., Kenciar1: 

.. - .. 
... .·· ,, . . ..... ·. \ '. -. .. 

.. ... " ~ 

. ... . , . . .· ..... 411 · ·.· 
.. 0 '· ·. ~ • • .. • .. 

.. . ·. : . . ·._ . 

.. ,<~ :. 

.. · ~ 
.. . - ' . . 

., . . ... '1 .·. ,. 
·. ·. ~ -~-=:.... .. .. .. 

. : ·.. . . . .... . 
• •• - • • ., . • •• .. ~ ... ,.1 • ~ .. .... ... , ......:.._ - • 1 

•• · - & zrr ·"" '*at ... ,, - > x ·e""ih •h n ?td 
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: I • • • .. •. ,o 

· .... -. . 
• . ... • • o' ":-

;··· • • . ! • • • # ' ~ -~."' . • • • . .. .. 

• _, _. :· .. · ·. ~.~- .... · ,-~ .- ·:· 0. ·-~ .... . -~- • . ·: .··.~-· : _::;. . ' ~ ... -~ ,'.. .. . .. : •.: . . . . ., .. .. ·~· : ·. - ' .. 
• : • ..• :' •• • ~ ~- • •• • • • • • • • - • .'' 0 .... 

_- Both Comdr. and ita.dio :Q!fieer KISARJ..TSU .. 7 : .·: :
7 ~ ·.· 

. ; :'· ·' ·· . ... t .. . • .. .. .··• - ·" :·. 
··· '*"·. Io. 47i 

..&..IR ·are at l.larcus today. . · ·. ·- : · 
·( COl.l l4 lS 2008-TI) .· ( Sumza.ry J - .~606.00 I 

~-.Au~st~ B<?• 23) . .. · · .. . · : · . .:·.·. : . . ;. ·· --:'. · ·· -'· ~-:_ .. · · ... ·.· 

• ·.•. ' !"" •r .·. . .,_ 
- • I o .. ' - .... -... . 

0 , - •• ' • ? . . .. 

6 
. .. . "'· . .... ' "',·· .~ :· .·.-. -~ ~ ~ /. _; . . . . · .. : . ..._ ~..;- :· .r · . .... . 

lo. A7 · .· · ·:.t-.:·_ . .. y.~··"··: .. · .. - .... ·· '.:.... .. · ··... ·· ... · ~ 
.... ' .. _·: .. : . . .' . ·. . . ~ ... ::: .:_<: ...... -<· :. ::." ~:.: ·~ .:·: ... :· ·.) · _ .. ~ : .. ; · .. · .. ·: :,:_· .. ·: :. ·. . 
·: .. : 'Routing ·.an4 .associations indicate Co~ _-.. · : :,. · ·_.: · ~--· : 

· ·mander lfiSA.W'A. .UR -at .li~ Station "'· · 
. (Gasmata?)" •. "·. _:· ~- · · · 

(BEL 1.51048-TI) :· .:·~· ··:. ~. -~' : . :-_, -~' . .-,~· ~: . .. . .. _._ .··: ·: . 
• ' • • ...... . . . • • • 0 • :: ~·. ··~ • • • • •• : -~· • ... .._ ·:·, : ·.:.~ • • • • ~ • ~ .. 

-~ .. .. , ·I ·t was mentione<h . .-.· ·. :. ; · -· ·.' · ·. = .~-.~ :· . _· . _ _-...; 
' • • • • o : • ' • • • , : ,• :··: · • •4 .. ~ • • ' I :. • • .•t, o ' " '"' '\ .. .. ~ ~' ~ ' • ' • • 

... ·· ' Col!l!Jlandor lUSAW.A ·AIR moved to Qasma ta · ·. -· · .~ ~' 
· · .: ·rrom Rabaul · about 12 August. · .· . ·' ,. · · · ··: ··.· · 

(Summary, 160600_, August, Jio. _.. 76) . '~ ' -.... · ,:_-;· > -- ~ -< . · ·' 

.... , 
.. - ~ . .. -~ : 

·.· ·. . . . . .. 

. .. 
.· 

• • • - , ,·,:", ' • . • ':':' ; ·.. ... <lo • ..... : I • • . ·, • 

, , . : . ·~ ":"' \ . ~ .. .. . .,·. .. ·:0 - . ~ ;.""' 
.-no. 477 __ . . · ·,· ·~· ..:. _:;_ ·'. ':·:-:::_, ... __ ,.' ·· . •.. · ··· , ·· .. 

• •• • • • • • ... . .• • • . o · :. 

. . ·:·:) ·· -~ , ·.·- ·:, .. :;· ·:inffioN 4' · and lUSATii AIR GRO·w' ~ >"·> ... ~, , .. . 
. . . :' ~ · :./ :~.-~· .-:. · .- .: . ... - . : included as ~n!oz . Addressees· in ·--~- - · .. ,· : .... ... . 
· ... " . .- _ .· >v·· ... ... q.espat::h Serial ·074 · from 108~ AIR BASE ···-· · . :;-:· · .. :.· -: · 

.. . .... .. ·. ·.:.- ·to Kisaratsu address ) ~·..:..:~-.: - _ _. · 
:._.-·· _. · .. ; -. _;···:· ~- .' .· and may be operating troril · that Base.~ · ·: . . :·_ .":. ···:· :.':-: ::.y ·.-

'~ _- ,, . · .· ·.:· ·. (BEL 150915 TI.) · ·., ... '-~ .. ·- ...... · ... _. · ' .-·.·.":-: : ."• . -.-· ~·-·· · ' · 

. ·· ·: _ · ·:·· > _\ : -:• · _--~ -~ ::\r .~·t. ;~s-;e~J::~~ : 'f./r\~::~JY: ~? }-~:-\~:- ~: ~<L·:::.·, :~. · 
. ·.. ·. 

:·- --: ·. >~: .- ~ -:--: ·-':_·.- -: ·. -. ;; ·AIRRON s, Serial 56o ~r 8 AugUst · saysz ~~ ··:=:: '~ ~--- ~ .·· · 
-· .. ~ :' : .· . .':!" ::· ~ =~ · -~- "This FORCE arrived Vunakanau at 1515. . .' \ . ·_, ;~· . .-. ·-:· 
· ·<· .~ =··. · ·:· -~-: ·: : ··AIRRON ·4 had b~en operating ~ Gasmata ·and · ·~· ~ : ·:,_:.::,_.:- · ·. 

!:- ~ ~: ··.- c. _.:. .' Lae during July; · YISJS!A AIR, Serial .311 ,·.· :- =:·-·· •. ;: . .:;<_ · 
· --: :·· . .- ·.=-:·.-.. :s August ·sayss . · "Seventeen heavy ~o;:nbers and .;= -. .-.:·.· .. ·.: 

_._ .. _· ~- ·. · •: , 3 · ·.· . type q.eparted for Vunakanc:u." · Prior - ~ · : _ -:· .· ·- : 

.. 

· ·_ · ;: .. , - ·. :--: .. ·' 'to . that time ·operations of. the YISA\':A AIR •. ·: . _. _; ·.·,. :~ · . · 

· / _ ~·--'~- -" -:: ·.:~::_~~::::-~~:: -~-X{3~~~.2~-:--::~' i·· :_:-; X2:'~r-~-tu :r:·:··--\ ·:.-• - ~· ··\::.~·-ti ;: __ \ ;; =·: · · 
() . ·: . ~~: : ~~ > : : ';• .: :. : ,. ~ . --, -~ ~; - ; :-:~?,~-'~::>~ _f[>!,-L:?;.~td\/i?b,!- . : . 



. · 

: , . 

. · , 
··..: :., . 

. .. .. . . ,., . 

' • 

0 &.1 • • •• ~ -

,. · .. · ' . :"' .. ·!·., _. •, . 
~ .... -.. "·· ... . 

.. ~ ... 

. . : :: .. 
...... .• 

• : ~-· . :. · .. ! • : •. .,.. - •. 

. ~ . 
; • •• -<., .... : . . .. .. .. .. . .. ... .. . .. ·.· .. • I 

\. 

- -· 

'-- , ... ~ ....... 
. . . 

· :-.,. ·. · · ~r.- · -. . • ~ -

' . 

ORIGINAL 
l December 19.44 

~- -- . 
-'· . 

; .. -. : 
' .... . : 

.. .. 

. . .. : .. ; _ .: . 
.-

,. 
'· 

. :· · 

, - . ·.-,, .· ~·-= : ·:.· .· .. 
. . •·. ·.·:: ... :-~-: .. ~ ... ·. 

•-' •• : • · "·· - \o. - -



0 
.-

I 
I 

\, 

@ 

( 

ORIGINi.L 
l December 194). 

AUGUST 15, 1942 {Continued) 

Jio. 481 · · . ·- . ·. 
Routing and associations indicate Com-

. :.ander AIRROM 22 at Kise.ra tsu. 
. · (BEL 1510~8-TI) 
. . . 
: · :· · · . It was stateds 

---- . is the .3RD AIR J.!TACK .!'ORCE ·or 
· 1iORTHERlf AIR F'ORCE since he became a lle.j or · 
Co~der. (Summary, 16060~, ~ugust, Bo. 10) 

.. 
l!o. J..S2 . .. 

/ · Commander KA.'iOYA AIR - at Sabang 
addressed Serial i647 at 0930/12 !ugust !or 

: Action . to CO:UIRRON 2.3 . . at Koepang(?), 
: Co:::unander T.t.K.AO .A.I~ . J at Xendari and 
Commander JRD .A.IR at Ambon1 Info& 

- To Chie! o! Staff JRD and ·SOO'I'HEP.!i 
. EXPEDITIONARY FLEF.TS . . . , CO.iAIRRON 21 

at Sa bang 1 Singapore BASE FORCE · 
. .. • , Soerabaja BASE FORCE • · pl~s 

.. · enciphered Co~ander BATAVI! EXPEDITIONAP~ 
FORCE ·and Commander Submarine BASE FORCE 1 

: despatch was delivered on Tokio broadcast .. 
. ~or latter addressee; this may indicate an 

··· .increase o! Air Patrol in the Netherland• · '· 
. · E.ast _Ind.ie_s. (BEL 15102.2-TI) . v •• 

.• 

. .. 

·.· .. ..... ,. :·.': It was observedi 
~ ~ . r . ... 

0 "''I " 
:. . . . 

OPNAV identifies . · 'and as 
· ~ID AND 1ST ATTACK FORCES respec t ively, 

_both operating in the .Yalay-NEI ~rea. 

.. 
. . · 

. ·. 
· . . 

· ·. is .3RD FLEET not .3RD AIR. · · · 
. . . .. ·_ (SU!:lmary, ~~0~00~ _A~gust, No. ·74) 

.... 

. : ., . .. . ·. . . 

. . : .. ... ... ·· .. • .. 0 (1•-

·. -· ~~,._ . .. . . ·';· ... ·. 

· . .. . : . . ... 
-~ \ . .; . . . . . . ·. . 

·: .. . . ~ ·. ·. . .. . . · . ... 
. ' . - . 
. . ::. . ....... : 

. ... l • 

.-. . . 
: :.. . .... . . . . 

.· .: ··. : .. 

.. ... .. . . ... ~ 

. . . .... 414 . . 
·. ; . " . .. . . . . ; · .'· "' ..... 

. . ·:. . . 
. . . . ~.: :l :_ :~~ .. ~_ .. :-·· 

• .... :.~ '"'~ : ; : , ! I ,.· ~. 
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·. : ORIGIN.t..L ' . -:: 
. ' .. : l December 1944 · 

·. .· . 
. . ., .:-:. .. 

• I ~ ., ,'• • • • ' ~ ": • • • \ ·,• • • ''' :,: • ~ . • 

. .AUGUS! 1~, l91..2 {Con.tinued) .··.· ,.· .. ... '.· -. . .- _ .· ' . : .. ·.·. ·. ·,· : , .-.-. 
0 •• • • • ('' ... • • • • • • •• .::. · • :' · ·~ •• • • 

~ - . .. . ... · . '·":.:_. . ·. . ... . . . . . . . "' . . ·'· . .. .. 
i •. • .• '- · _:·.: . . . . • •...• ·.:: ..... : :-···: .... . ·. · :.··:- ··. . - ~~- ··: :: ... .. ·, • . 

~ .··: (Th.e -c~mmander c.r ·· the 7ourteenth.A1r' Gr.oup waa-: · ~ ·, ;. :· .. ::; · 

•. 

• •• •• J • • : • ·;_ • •• , • • • : ~ . • •• • .:· • . - -~- . .. . • : • ••• • • _: " • • - • • .. ';... : .. : • • -~ • • \ ~ •• :..~-: 0 • -~ •• • • 

operating :1n the -llandates;· 'thoUgh &t li!&St· ·t'li'O. of ·:- .'. ··: :r, .. · : . . 
• I o • ' • *, • • • • : • • ,' • • ,: :' '\ • • • • ' ·, :• ' • o 

his detacbm~ts wer~ at ~agi ·and G~s~s.ta. .J.· .. ·re~~~t ·-. . · . . 
. • . . . ,":. , 0. ~ . • . .: ·. '::. . •. .. . 0' ·.• .. . . . : ... . . ! . . - ; .. . : ..:-. .• . . ~ • . : . . • ... . . . . 0 ~- - " 

. · or aTail.able planes was. made.' by· this organi:ation at . .. · · .· .· · 

.ttd~ .~~~- -;-_;L:~i~-~t~~·;t·~~~ ;_~.::}~>F.-~< .. ~~ ~-: :::_~_· :'~ "·_ ;.:::~ .. : .. • .· ~-
7 •• ... . - · .~ ,. • "'" · .-..... ,.... • • • - ·. : .. ... , - ... ... - .:. : 

:, -· .·~ ... . : ' :! .. · . . ........ . . ~~ ~ .. .. :: .. _. ,. .:• : : ·. 
:~ · • ·~ - ·:. ~~-·?'_._ ·_ ... ,;_ • .. ... . ~, _:· ~ .. ~. • ·' . ... . .· :· ~ ...... : . -

_ · (i4rn .A.IR .. cROriP) · ·~99.2 Ang. ·u :·-~ . ·: .. . · . 
. ..... · .-·.· . . ·· · ·.·. . . ;: ~-·· · "-:"·· - .:: . .. :-~. : . 

.- > ·.-·. ·Is a report o~ 14TH .A.IR ·CORPS planes as·. ,·._ . . : .:.· 
· :tollowsz ·'Planes (Seaplanes) · on hand, type ·. ··;. ·::. ·. ·.· 
23, ll; type 2.3 MOD 1,. 1 (Transports?) .:;., .: '.' .: ·• :· · ·. ~: .. 
!otal 15. .Available, Seaplanes 9; Tran~- .. · ·· ·. · .. . :·~ . . · " · 

· _;-ports .3.; ~otal 12, including those at Raba~,-- ~ ·. :- .: : ·· 
·. under · overhaul until .l6th,· Seaplanes .:;. · . . ·. .. : ,. :· · 
· ... :- ·. ,pilotst Class A Seaplane Pilots, l.O. ·. · - '" · 

.. . . ~ .·:· .class· l31 2.·.·, .. · · .. .- . .'. . .. ·' ·,- · · .. 
. . ·. · .. ·· ·,_,.. . .;..: .. :... .· . ·: . . Class ·1r.. ···. ; '·> ·. . . .·.·: ~ · .··. 

-:·. '. _. .' . .A~ sending 3 Seaplanes and l transport . :, _·:::-:.: . : . . . . 
· - · to Ra baul .or; 15th. ~ (CO}£ l4 1519 .32-_DI) ·· :: -·: . · .. ~ .··· -: · .. ·, 

·. - :· -~· .· -~ :.·;· · .: .... .. :-: · ~··. ~ - : . . - ~-.~_- ::. ;. ~- 4-~ .:·.::·:· .::-.:·>-.:~· ... ..... ·;::.,-;~ · · :":~ .: .t :' ~ .· ; ::::·.:_ 
:• :·. ·: .. · .. : It. was noticed:~ __ ,, · -:-.. · · •' . - ~ · .. ·'· .•.. · ~ ~. ·. ; ... _ ·· ·._. .. ·· . ~ ··: 

• : ~· -' '.·' . .. • · .• , '1'!' ...... :· ·• ~:~ ·.'·, ·· ~ ':·; ; •. . ~.:.. :.- ;:.: :' · ~ ... : ·~ : •• "' _:· ·~ '. ' .. . ;:i · .... :,. ~:·.~· "; __ ·.~~~: - . 
. . · :. · . . • !is· 14TH :.AIR GROUP.- ·. At i6.3a;· ···:: : , ... J.~.-:7·;~~: .. :.: · ~ -

. ~ :·. :·:·· - .Aug~ l:3th, Comdr. ,14.TH A;(R GROu"P made a .. re- ·:: :~.: .. /:· ~ - ~. _.. 
' . .:·. port indicating imminent -departure .Marshalls .·· ·-:- :=: :.. .. :.; . .. ·· 

,... . . ' ror New 'Britain Area, ··.cut C?D .Aug. 14th, ha .. ·.·:··.- . .- '; .·.·: 
: ··still ·appear.ed at .. base· near Kr.ajalein • . ·14TH ::-: . :.-. .:'.::~~~ 

. . AIR GROUP Serial 582, Aug .. 13th; indicated: 3 ',,. ~ ..: --: .. . . :·. : 
, ·. : ·· . ,_ . .. . !lying boats ·of this Force were scheduled to ::>: · '5." -~ ·. · .' 

leav·e Imieji · !or :·Rabaul .Aug. 15th. A ·detach- · .. · .~. --·~· -· ... : . .--: ·
. ment .of the 14TH AIR GROUP was believed to -~ -~ -..- ~ ... . :. 

be in Tulagi Aug. ,3rd, and ·on _Aug. 4th, a .. :·· ·, ··' ::·_. -: ·· _: . . · 
· . . detachment of the l.4TH AIR GROUP appeared at·.~-~ :_ · .. ~.. · .· 

: :. ·. Gasmata. _.. (~UI:nmary, ··160600, .August, Iio • .5.3) .. · .. ·.~·: ·._:.: 

- . --~.: . • ... ! >· .. :.· .~.· :.~~·:-·.~·~·· .. : .. ·-.-'(.-.. :· =~·: · ~-·· ... ~-. ·:: :: ... ·'-< > ' ... '. · . . - .... ~. ·: -·.. :· .. ~:·~-· · ;-:. ·:: 
. ,,. . . . . . . :>:· .• ~ ····, :~.-~i : __ :·_;_~·._ :/~> .. :.--: ':~·~: :;.~_<··: -: . .-·=. ~:;. 4.15 ' <.'·. 
. ·. ·: .. i .. _.:.{;. ·.:~~: :'.·(;~-·:;~·_t·.;_._T.·._,_i :-.:; :~,~~::\_/: -~· TY _;_ :·.\::_~- :·:}~}. :< ~} :,: .<._ : :, . 

• . ·-~-- • . ~ ·' .. . .. .. ::· ... ;. ~ - J .- .. •. # , . .. · -:;_:._. • • !> .. 
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AUGUST l,, 1942 (Continued) 

• • •• • 0 : •• 
• :-. 0 

.· lio. 48.4 

' . 

t' l • 

. '• 

. •. 

Comdr. L4TH AIR still 1.n Han-
date~ while a detac~ent (69) is at Truk 

·. · Air . ,' , now in li ew :Britain. · 
(CO.Dl 14 152008-TI) . . . .. . . . . . . 

. . .. .. 
It was. commentedt ·. 

... -. Previously- reported. ·has been 
. identified as Tr\lk J.ir ~d Oasma ta, this is 
not understood. · is more likely 
Gasmata Air Base than Truk Air Group. ·n/1 
confirms this• . (~ummar1, 1606o.o, August, 
llo~ ~4) . · :. .. .. · 

. .• . , 

·· <:lose supervision Yas maintained on J'a.panese . 
air tenders, .since an .estimate of f uture offensive 

. .·. . . 

action could sometimes be made fr om this traffic • 
....... ··- ·. 

Seven ' t .enders of the Eleventh ..\ir Fleet were noticeC. 
: ~ I • • • 

·. 

· in. the X:wa.jal~in zone .; one ~as near JalUi~, · and five' · ·· 

.. were ~ ~he S~ipan:-Y~ko~uka . a~eat -.... .'7 ... · ': ·:··· · ·: · . . . · : _ · : · 
• • • : '• •' • ' . • ' ' " ~ • • ~ I: .. • • '• •' • ' ·. • . • ~ ·• • ,• :• ~ • : • • .,.• • J • I 

. • . •. . . .. '!: . ·.. . • .·· . • . .•. ,•,., •. t i 

No. 1&.8' . :·. ·•· . ·. ~~_. · ... ·.:;.~ .. . ·. :: .. ·.:: · . · · .. -. · _. ·-. · · ·:: 
. . . . . . . . . . .. . ··.· .. ' . 

. . . Follol':ing llTH Al.R FLEET 1U3U TENDEF.S 
,: 1n Kwa j alein Zone& . 

. . - . . . . . . . . . .. 
.. . ··· .Above ~n 15th,' plus K.AJ.{OI . . , 

' .. GOSHO M.ARU , and DESDIV 34 'Flagship 
· - _,. . (co~ 14- 152oo6-TI) 

• : .. 0 • : 

.... 

.·. . . · .. .... 
. ; ·. , · ... ·: . .. . .: . .· : ... . ~ 

· . . : ·'0' .. . t •• • ... 

: , , . 
o• ... ::o· . J. . 

. . . .. 
• 0 ,o .. 

. ,. 

.• 

. . .. 
. . . ·. ·' . ~ . 

,o • . 
• • • .·.··· ..:. • 0 • 

. , . . . .. .. . , 
• : 0 ..... ' . .. 

-: 
.·. ' ______________ __.;_.:, __ ........ --·---'----.;.- . ·· . ... - ·· .. ' ':• 
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lio. 1..!6 
; 

lio. 4.87 

. . 
Routing and associations 'indicate YARU 

. in ..Ta1u1 t J.rea. (BEL 1Sl948-TI) 

Rout~g and ·associations indicate~- · · 
• K.AWA }.[ARU :~d lll..RU air-tenders 

• t arid ! are in Sai pan Area and . 
1n company rt th llARU. air-tender . , • .· .. 
(BEL 151048-:TI) · ··· ·. · ·_: ', . . ... "j ·: --. ' . · .. .. ... . . . 

"It was :aeclaredt -· . . 

!he XUJTK.!WA ni..Rui S . #894 of 11 A~st .. 
indicated it would leave Yokosuka ·23 August 
!or Rabaul. Appare~tly the 23 August .was _in · .-
error~ · · .. · ·· · . 

lURU air-tender was ordered 9 . 
August to proceed to Solocons Area via Rabaul. 

UABU air-tender - arrived at Yoke-
.. suka 13 .August from the !tarsh..alls • 

. . ·.:.. ·. 
. -.. . . . . . . .. . . . . . ... . . . . . ; , . 

·. 

.. ·· .. 
· .. '! 

• : · 0 • 

I'. : -., • ,' ,• ·• ... . •, . . . 
. . . .. 4-17. 

' ·.. . . . 
. ~ .. 

· .. 

:·. : . . . • · ·---- · - _____ _ .__ __ -..L._.--:..;-..;.. __________ _ 
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ORIGllH.L 
1 Deceaber 194.4 

AUGUST 'l5. 1942 (Continued) 

. ... .. ··. 

Jlo. 1..87 (Cont.) 

YARU ·~r-tender was reported at 
Yokosuka l3 August. TI indicated it would · 
probably take some 4TH AIR ATTACK FORCE units 
or eq_uipment ·!'rom the Yarshalls to ltabaul. 
(S~ry, ~60600 1 .August, :tio. 60) · ·. 

llo. 488 
' .. 

#458 iug. 1~/1300 
(1WtU Air Tender) . . . 

- . 
. ···. . . This ship le!t · RabauJ.·, scheduled to 

· arrive Yokosuka · · (date iil latter part · · 
o! month) • . Unknown cargo ~ail and passengers 
aboard. Remainder not readable. 
(BEL 150630-DI) 

It was mentionedl 

Serial 46o, .Aug. l.3th1 which· 
appeared as ·Item 48, Page 15, R.I.- SU'.nu.RI · . 
150600/Q ·August, gives a ·revised schedule. .·. · . 
(Sucm.ary, 160600, AUgUst, No. lOl) ·. :- .. _·:.·· -. .' .· 

,· ... . - . .. ·-.. .. .. ! . . •• ' .. . 
• 4 .. ~ 

.. -~ . . . . 

Decipherment or iapaneie ope;a·tion~i dispatches 
. " . -

provided identi!ica t1on o! some ene~ :~ir .;~1 ~s ~ ·and _. . :: : .. : . . 

als~ gave !urthe~ proof that many_ airera!t . wer~ · beioi-

. shipped !rom the Empire to southern waterSJ 

No. 1..89 · ·. •. 
. · . .. ...... 

... · •. .. · : · . 

FROM: 

.. · 

-· . · 

. . . . 
- #9')3 ' 

:(Staff · Co~. Off. 'TH 
~ASE ~RCE1 Saipan) 

.. . .. -. . . 

'· .. 

.... 
., 

~ ; .- . 

~ . 

.. ·,. · .. ., 

. . 
-~ ·: • 1 •• - ... 
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•' : 

0 0 ·-

1'0 : J 

n:roz 

... · .... : . . • 

.· . 

' l . 

0 0 . ,. 

. · 01\.I GTXA.L . 
~ Dece::1ber ' 1944 

·•·. 

·-
-~ · . 

· ... . 

.. . 

. {. Co~.ci~~ ·I~ko~a !1r) . ··. . ·r· .. . · ·. ~- .<: ~ - · 
• Comdr. HJJUJ'IU.J.. .AIR) · .. -- ;- ·· · 

Start Comm. · orr. llTH ' , ;: · . _: 
AIR n,.T.) .. · .··:.-.: ·.-: 

(Yokosuka Co.1ldt.) ... 
· (S ta1'1' Co~ · 0 f1' • 7TH . ·' · .,.- . 

BASE FOECE1 · Chich.1j i.nia) :~ ~.; ·. :· ._. . ··· 
. (Start Co:nm. orr. 4l:R · .. :.: ·.-·~: : ···- · ... . ' . 

FLEET) . . ·. . . .. . · .. 
_ ·(sta:f.f Comm. Otf ~ ' 6·m . ., . ,_ 

. .. ·, · AIR ATTACK FORCE) · ·'· .··. 
FBOY1 Cocmander .YOKOSUKA AlB D£TACHMEP.T. (?) 

:: - .. .:. ' · .. , .. ,..._ . : 

'7omo~row wili' ~e-arch :the ·arc·· oo·- . 9c)c) ... . 00 

-: 

·. rrom PS to a depth :o!. l40 (about) miles.' · .. · · 
· (GZ ~249D-DI) . . . · · . ... . . · · .. . .... . ... .. ·: •. ·,.· .. . . .... . ·.. . . . ... :- l·· .. ·. ..... ..• •' ., 

It was remarked~ . · -. . · ~· . .. 
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ORIGDU..t. 
l December .l'14J., 

., ·· . .. 
.. •,, 

: : AUGUST 15, 1942 {Continu.d) 

.. 

• ,· 

Jo, 490 {Cont.) ' , I • • • : .: . 

\ ... .· . .. 
three (landplane?) attack planes . . . ... 

which were scheduled to be sent ·on .August . ·., . . ~ 
.. __:_, will be sent to your Station on the :.___, : . . . 
because they are to be used by 6TH AIR when , . . 
they are sent !orward. ·· (GZ 12.494-oP!iAY · · : . ··.: .· :· 
150912-DI) ... (Summary, 150600, .lu.gu.st, Io. 28) · ·. 

.... . .· . . . 
. , . . .. . ... .. . ~ . ~-.. ! '. · ··:,. . .. . ~ ... ... . - . 

No~ 491 
"' . : . - ~ . . ... 

.... . . ... . . . .' . •: 
. = . ... 

·' 
.- 1R0li1 · ' (11TH llR FLEET) #21 .Aug,· 13 · I . · . ·. . ' 

: · · · ·xot readable, ·but _indic:ates · l heavy 
· '· bomber with Staff Officers of 8TH TLEET and 
· 11TH AIR YLEET scheduled leave Rabaul for · 

:: ' . 

·. 

· Truk about 9 ot clock, 14th. · · · .. : .. ::"·· 

~~L .4~50~3~~I) . . (Su~a~_Y 1 ~~~6~?, Augu~t~- . . ·:· 
~ .. . ·! . . " . 

' ·. 
.. . . ·· 

. : . .. · 
·· - . . ··= ... 

•• ":· • .A 

· ·Ene!ny s up ply ships · were co~s~tly shuttl1~ .... . .. 
•• .. t • 0 • •• . : · • • • • • · , . .. 

to and !rom.:the Empl::re• Several Ma.rus we r e en route ·· ·. · 
. . . - •. . ' . . :-,_ .. . -:_·, - .. -· . -~ 

to 1'ruk, ~o~a we~~ at ~abaul, ·and . & fel! were __ ho~eward · ·.:-_: · ·' 

bou;tdi -> .. -~ .> ~> . : :··~ . .. . 1 ~·. ~ • • ' ::: : _ .-: : •• • : : • • ·: ~ ··=<-~>~> ~:. !_:7·:··: ·.··.- ;:·. ::~- ~ -~ ... >> .. 
; '• No • 49 2_:.·: :/ }i:: > ~ . ': . ·. ,' : . . . : ·. ~: ~~ :;~ :' ~ ; ~ '-~~ ,-_: ·:; ::::;~~:; ::~:?f:;·.~?}: :· i 

.· ~ ... ·-Destroyer . _) :.. in ·I?ESDIY 7. Ad~ ~- · :. _·.; · · ·:.~.: ~ ·' . .--t· --~ ·-. · ·. 
· ; ··· . · . dressed CIN C 1ST AIR FLEET , · in- . ~ .. ·;..·: ~:···..:, .... ;. ·'. · . 

. · · · .. ·· . forma t1on Destroyer ._ .. : 1n ~SDIV 16 , .··.: -~~ ~ :~ ·.:· .~ _:_ ~ l 
.. .- ~ Chi e.! of Staff CO!:l.BI NED . ., .t 4TR: : <;. ·· _.. _..:· .... ·. ~. ·· ~- : . 4 ~ 

· ' · FLEET _ .. , Chich1jima Base , . ' . ~ ··: :: ·.:: .· ·.-; 
· · . Truk _Base _ . , and U.aru · , ·at _ ·~·. ;.. ·. >:: · ·.·> · . .. 

· .. --. ·1~00 1 .1.4 ~u~ust • · Destroy~;- is in_ · .. ·~ . ~ - __ ·._. ·_. ~- . ; 
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.. -: ... . . .._;- . . -. ;: 
·. \. \ .,. .. . . 

.. : .. ·. ..• 
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'ORIG!N.AL. _ 
l December .1944 : . 

.... . .. , 
. . . 

AUGUST 15. l942 (Continuad) :- • .. 

. . . . .. 
·~ 

. . , . ' . . ~ . . .. 

Jo, .4.92 (Cont.) . , , .·. 
·:· . 

~. 
.. ~ .. ·. 

.... . 

. ·,. 

... _ . 

. ' ... ·· 
Yok~suka v1c1l:ii ty 'and tets· traffic direct ·,.'.:· ·· · 
:'rom Yokosuka. · Believe Destroyer r: · 
escorting ll.aru . _ ; to !ruk .. · . : .. · ... :. ·~ : .: 

-. . 

. {GT #661 - OP1iAV 151720 - TI) . · :. ·. . : · ... · . . . . - . ·· .. ·. ·. .:··".' _,;·:. :· .. > ;~ ... ~:·- ~ .:.:. -::-~ ... ::· :·;. : .. ·:. ·.·:="· 
. It was pointed outs ... . . :·. -. . · : .. ·.. . : . , · ·· . 

• .. J. • : . • • • • ;.. - • • . - • •• 4 "'\ : # • 0 : •• .... : ... • •• "· - : . • •• 

, :· ·Yaru . haa appeared by assoe.ia- .. :.:.,~:..·:~ ·~ · · ... · 
' tion to belong to the lS.T AIR YLEE!. . , · "' . · · ·. 
.. (Summary, 151400~ J.ugust, Bo. 18) ~ .· ' · · . 

I • 

. . 
Jo • .493 t •• • 

• • • 0 . - •• 

~· . .. ·. . . . . : · . : 
0 • •• • • • ' . · , . • • • 

• t ·.. Karus . . l and 1n P=alao Zone· ·. ' .: .>at 1soo, 15 .August. Maru ___ .. 1n Saipan : · _. : .·:· ~ 
Zone at 2000. .KINA! !URU _ _ .; in Saipa.n . .-
Zone 1 bound !or ·rruk. ~( GT #66.3 - . OPN.t..V .. :·. , . . ., ·.'· ' · • 
151842 - TI) . -~ : . . : · . :.- · -~ ' ·. . · . ··: · . . . 

• • • 0 • • • • • • • •• • • • .... .. .. .. •• · ' . . . . .; _. ,.. . . ·. ';' :: :·: . -
·. It wa.s sta tedt ·"'·· . . :·:~ ·. .. ... . ·· .· .. .., .. · . . · · : · 

' -.. . . .. ' ' --\. .. ; . . . - .. ~ . . ~ ~ . 
• • ' ' • • • :. \~ '--:- - •• : 0 • 

. ··· : . ~nrAI lLARU was used to transport part 

- ~ .. 
. . . .. ·.·.: 

. . : · of the SASE:SO #5 SPECIAL LJJ{DDW FORCE to · .. ··· : : - - .· .. ·. 
· . · .. · . ··. : : · · · ·. ;_. the :Sew Britain .1rea in ·the ~SN• .~:peration : .. :. ~- ·~ . 

·: ~ · . · .. :; ~ .· in the last part o! J~e, ' 194.~· ~ .... _, · -:-, ._:.: ' ... : · .. ·.·· 
· .. ·· .. . ;. · (S'Ilm!l1ary, 16o6qo., Aug~st, 10. 43) .·· .. ~· ; ·.: . -~-: ::· : ···; .-·<: · . 

• ·; •. ~-0 ~ : ;;1~ C' :::· ~ -: .\:· :~ .· -~ ~::: :2:o:.~{:~:j; :~~:::>;·~:, _;.t .: ~~ ::. ~ ~t::. ;::t;,, :~. :. . : . · · : 
· · · ·: Rout1ng ·end · associations indicate 1Ul1lT · ... , .. _. ~- .<. ,< 

. ' .':- ·· or ~STAIR FLEET enroute . from Yok~·· ·. · ·. :. · . · 
. · . . · : .... · ... ·. · ._: :-:: ~. · Suka to· Truk. · (BEL 151048-TI} > . ·· . ·. ,' .. _: . •· ; ··-: . .• 
_ . .. :. >.:: :·· (SummaryJ 160600 1 August, llo. 58) ·: ·· ,.-::-: :--~ /:- :· :- ~ .. ,.,; .. 
•' - • ' o .) • I • • •, •, o o • ,;1 •; .. ~ o '.' • ... : . , : : .~.·.' ',:· • • ·~ . ,• • • ', · ~.· - • . ... • o • • " f' ·~ · .: .. o , 

:: . .·- · .. \. . . . . ·,_·.~'· . · . :· .... ·: ·. ·•· .... · ·. ·•· :. : . 
• : .• • • # •• - .. ' ·· :· • ' · • • • • - • • • • • • - •• - -· • 

0
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0 \,. 0 t t.. 0 :-
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• • • . # .. ~ • >t . ·.• : ••. ... •• •••••.•• . •• :· • . · :. •. . . 
• .. ·~· • •• :. • • • 4 . .. . :· • : • ••• • • ' " ' ... , '. • • .. 

• •• •• • • • .. •• . ' ~ : .. . • • 1\ • ••• • • -. ' 

• • • l . ~ •·•• • • - · : • ~ • . ~ • ) .. • , ·' .. • • • . , '· • ': . • ... .. : .. • • • •• • • • . . -~ 0 . 

•:. ; . ' :-_ . :< . . ·- ~- ::.··, ~- . }. :r:.:~.:. : ~ ;.; ~ : ~~_:.;-;: ·.~ : s~ . '.. ~ j 
.. . . . .. . . .. .. . . · •.• . . .. .. .... .. ,_ . . -421 .. . ... ~~:-~···· : .... · .. · ... .. '(<: :· . ........ -:<_· .. ~: :·. ~-.'::· .. • ..... .... -~ .. · .... -~ .···.: .:.·. · . . ... · .. 
. -:.. .~~::·\ . ,··~~·. · :·:~ .. . . . · . . · , · •, ' : . . . . . , .. . .... :': ·. ·... ... -:-~ :.~:; · .. ·.:_:·_:~.=~· ...... =_ . :_._ .··.··.··:·· ... :.·~ .. ·.-. .. . 

• .. • 1 • • • - 1 • .. ": • • > ... .. ~~. . . . . . : . . . . . :· .. =.. . ~· ... . --- . . • ·' · .. ... . .. . .. ... -~ .. ... . . . 
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ORIGINAL 

: .. -···: ,: ... ~- ~ .,' .. ~·~·- :· ; · l December · 194.4 
0 • • , ' • • 

••' , . , - .. • -; ,. , '"', 0::: . • ' •' r 

~ ~ • : • • • • • 0 - .... • -~ • • ·~:, • • - • - •• : ~ • • ,. • l •• 

;. .. .. ., 

_:._ - --~: 

. , · .. • ... : ;, .,. .... · . .. · .. :~·\. '·.~··:-: · .. ·~- :! .·. - ····< :~ ·· ·~~·: .. ~;· ~· 
. · ... ,. ··.':' AUGUST l', ·1942 (Ccint~U:.d) :. ·.: :·· . .. · · ·. · . ·: .... ·: · . .:._~ <_:·· --._, ~ - .-.~ -· 

' ·. :- ~•' • • • , .-· ••• ~I • • . :·~.. r • .. · ... • . 

· I • _,• •, !', _.·,,' • ·~,.· ~.·~ . ~ · ' .' · _;.· ,~.:..:~·~:.•::. · ~:·. . . • ,j .; .. , ~: ·:'.·:.~ ~·: · · ~- ~~·., _.·: ~.·:~.~~;~ : •. :' '· 

. . ::· ·l!. o, 495 . . - . "" ., ,, .. -~·· • .... · .. · .. ,_ -~: ' . .:·:·. ... . . ... ..·; : :·. •..... ···. :. ···t: ... : .... :· ' -~·-; ... :: : . " ... < ·> ... ~- ~ :· :. :..:·· :<· ~ ..... _. 
' .. 

.. 

.. .. .-.;. : ... . · •~ K.ARU . 1n !ruk Zorie:· a:t 'J.SOOj A:ug• ·_: ·--~~ ~ · . ' 
: ;. J.~, (GT 1662-0PlfAV 151721.-TI) · · ~- . . · .. . · . .· : 
· ... (Summary.., _16060_0, August., lfo, 6,:) · _.-·:· ···;. :- - ·.·:· .. . . :._.: 
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FROlb 
TO : 

::<" ~-:. ~; : ~·· ~~ .:· :~ ~;~~ ... -. ~· ':~~ ·-. . . ·: ~> ~ ··.:. :·.~.: ·' >i'··_:.:. . -: -:: ~-.: '< '<:·; -
r (!U.RU) · · .:: .JJ. J ·L9 .: . .1, a~··. i-t' _..: : · • .. ::·.. . · :,: · 

. . . 1T~ . Yo..b ~ · ~ .. .. . .. 
. CiliC 8TH FLEET . .. . . · · . :· · .... :· • .. . ·: . . : ·. :. .: ~ -. 

:•: . ·. ,~;.·. · ~ -.... . . , .J : · • -~~. · ···.· .... . : . _.: _ . 

--:·: ~ .-- ;. ··:' :. ·· - Leave Sasebo 1.4-th, "!or· Rabau:l.~ . ' ·s~he~-: ,: : _ ·. ;7;. 

. .' .. ul.ed arrive 22nd. (EEL l50630-DI) .. · .:.: ... . : .. ~. :· .: .. :·~:: ~ 
•. . ·. {6tl..Cil.tnary1 _1606~~, . .lugust,. lio.: 102) ·· •. ·_.;: --· · .. .. -.·,. . . ·'".= ·~. 

• • • : ., · : •• """' . .-.-· .0:. . ..... • ... ·;; : . ;·. • ... _ ·~;, - - ~- ~.: -~· •• .' • : 

• .. • .. 0 0 ': ' •• .... • • • ~- : .. • - • 0 : .. • ~: : 

• • ... ~· 0 .. •••• • .. : ~- ... ~ .... .. • : - : _ . ... • • • 

...... · · ''"' '.. ~· -~ ~! . ·- ~ ·- _.... ..,·· _ . ... ... .. :'· 
. ·-·. ~. . •·. . . . . . 

I ;: 
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. . ' . . ~ 
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,- No • .497 

J 

,• ..! • 

- l 
.:: · !lARU . . _ . - 1 on verge of .ieavil:lg Empi%-e 

at 1200 1 -Aug. 1;1 ·originated · encipbered zonA 
· .. ·.-· .·. change, addressed -to Tokyo, Sa.sebo, 'l'ruk~ ·. 

.. .. . .: .· ·:· Rabaul, ~d ST.B. FLEET • . ·(~T j662-0PN-!-V . '··:.·: .. 
-~ --· .. . ... .. ~- lSl72.l-TI) .:--· /~··. · .., ....... << · .. :· .... . ~ · ·_ .. ,.:·;·· ,.· . .-

•: .· .... 
0 • • _ .. _~ · t •. • •• -: ': ~ . :·.-.~~- · ; · ·~ _ .. :...... , . ·. =~·· .:·· ....... . ': ~·-~ ~.-.. :-:··· .:::'- .... 

~ ... \ .. , . . . · ·· ···. It was · observed: -·~ · ' ·. · ·,, . ~: ·-'· : · ·. ,...· .. '· · - ·. ,. · · · 
. ... -_. ·• . .. :··,. .. .. _ . ..:._~';_ ... · ..... : .. ,' :. ~· ~ .-·· .. /~ ... ".:.: ··:·:-· ... :.~.\:·:,::·.- :.. .... ·_·:,-:_; .... ~-.: :··_::·. :· ::-. :,~ ;:-·.=· .... ·_.:_ .. :~ .:_ . ~ -
.· .. ; : .: :. : ,-:. · .. . -· .. :· . . ·, ~ ::, !U.RU was in!o addressee .along ·:. ~ ·_. ~. > ... '.-.. -:::·· . · 
. . •. · .. . :· . ·; ... · ... ··1fi tb. TOKO A.IR GROUP or a message from CI1fC . . ·· • · .• · .. _.: ·.· 

, . 

·--:: .-:,_ ...... ·;>· CObffiiNED on Aug.· 1~,· which · concerned tran~· ·: :-. ~i; : . .-:-.~; :-
.... , ... . :-. '<. ~~: . .-_ fer o! aircraft .. to the southeastern Area., -:--~ · .. :._: . . ~ ·.::_. .·. 

·> .·:' .. · · and on Aug~ ~J ~.-a~ · appar~ntly directed t~_:. .-· " .. :·:·· : .. . . =· 
· .~· ~ · proceed to Rabaul. • . . (Sumz:ary., 160600, · :: "" .: ·; . _ . -~·:---... . ~· · 

· ·._. Ancust
1 

"'o~- 29) :·_:.•_ .. · . ... ·, ~ - : ___ . . . ,.· .. , -.:.. ~:-; ·":_ .. ; •. ·. · 
. • ,.A.""'' !1 - ~· ~ . ... :\·· .. '\ 0 

.~ . . .. ·. --~-·· .; ... ~ ~ ·. <,~ ~· · . ;~:- . ~ ··. :_:~;. : ;:~::·:·:.·:· .. -~r:~>-: ·; ::--- -~ - ··,_ · .. ~ ··. ·. _· :,. ~ -. ~· ·::·=~:~·> ·: 
. '· No. 498 ·~·:_. : · .: _, ... . :~ ·- · .. ,- ,.; ~·.__ ...... , .. :-·, .. ·. ;It· ,'·. ;~ 1 · .... ·:.• - · 
.-.. • ,• • ... ' •. .:· " ,": • • ' • ' • ... • • .~ ~·.r • ~ ." • ~ " .· ... • , ' • ; .. • • -·o . .... f• • .. ·~ .': • •: -: I • t.· • ~.. o .• . ... •.· .. . 

• • .. • o • • • • • ..... •' ... ... • 0:..... •• o . - · .. :~ ... ~ ... : : .. -;. .. "" : • ; 

-.. : ·- · · · : P'leet Auxiliary 1n· Rabaul Area• . .' ·.~ :·:.:.: .; .. ... 
.. -· .. · ~ (COM 14 152006-TI) . · (S~ry-1 ·160600 1 · ': . ~ · . ·-:~ .-. : ::'_. :: • .- .. · . 

··. August~ · lfo, 99) .. .. ~ ..... ·. . · •. , .... ~ - ·: ___ . . .. ·· .' .:-"· ·._ .... = . : _ .. , 

0 , ... • : , : . .... : • • • ';, • : • ; : ~· ; !· ... : : :,. ~ · .... - ,o 

... ~· I • : o • : ..... .... : ~ • • o • • ~ • •• , • W • ' :- " , o o : ~ • • '• 

•• • •• • • J ••• • • • -~ • •• :. =.... . . ·. :·· · : .... • · • 4 2 2 '·. ·:_ 
". ,. • , •, ~_,.:~ : • 1 .: .:. ~ o ~ o • • •., ~· • • • _, ' • , • 

• • • • • • • -: • 0 • ~ •• • , .. .. : 0 0 -~.; . • 0 • • ~ . - • : .~ .. - 0: . . · . . 

~ . . ?:·: : ':./~:".~;~;\:;;~:'~ ;::<>:: - ~ 
·. -:.· -~ : .·: . ··:·: . :·-: ·:~_. ...... ; ·.~~ 0· .. · ._,···.-! .. ,, .. .;. · - ~:~.: ... ; .. :~o.t·: · :. ·· - -: - ~ - , : 

·. 

. . -
.. •' • •. •, I 
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•,• 

.. ' : .. . .. ... .... 

.. • • \ __ _!. __ _..:.......l._:....;.....;;--;a.... ...... .:...-
____________________________________________________ ~ .. 
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ORIGINAL 
.· -=· l December . . 19..1.,.4 

.. . ~ .. 

AUGUST 1~, 194Z. '(Continued) 
.. : . ~ . , 

"· 

• ' -: I . ..· 

.• 
,, .. ~ . , . . .. . 

•. · ; -~ 0 ~- ... • •• • • , ... • . ... . : 

. . ... .. ,. ... -~- .. .. .. .. ... . -: : -. ·· . •. . , . . . . . . .... .. ~ , ..... .... . ;: .. -:. ' :.: ·"· .. 
~~- ' ~i:ilikei-"SiU st1llassociated.RABAUL ···•·· .. _;,:. ·. · 

BASE FORCE and 1n that a.rea • .. . · · . . ~- .. ; :·· .. . .. 
(CO.:i l.4-1506J..2-TI) (Slimmar;r 1 1606_00 1 . ·: -:. ..: 

·. J.ugust,· lio. 100) ,, · ,. ... : _ .. ·, :~ ., .. ·_. _ .~ ... ... : ·.' :· ., ~ .. · -·· •(;·· · 

... . .: .. : 
lo! 499 

. .] ' .. · .. ·~ -~ ··:· t' : ... . . · .... _:~· :.:. ·: ~ ....... ~ . ·.·· .' .. ; ·.: .. · .-;·· ... . 
. ., .. 00 .. •. . . . . .·. .. . .. . ... · -; .:: .. ~ . ·· .. ... . 

. · ·- .ao. 7 ... . ... . ~ ·.- .. . : . . ---~ .. ;. ·.· ,. . ..... .. . :· ... .... . ~ ..... . ........ . .... '": 
"-. ~· . . --·~~ .... ~:...-..: ··~--:-..--.-.··- · -· .. : ..... ..r..,. : . .. · "''" ........ ·'t '• • . • .. . ... ~ ·· • 

. ..... . ,. •. ... . . . • " . .:= ·: ... :"i . . - .. ... . . . ~ • .. : ::· ~ . 
. · · · #52.7 Aug~ -· 13/(?) .,.'. -

~
FUJIXAViA lURU) · .. . ~ 
AIRRON ll) · - : . . • : 
.3RD AIR ATTACK ·::roR.) at -··, . :.;. ·· ·. ·, , . 
KIS.A.RA~SU AIR . 

4

- ••• • , ~-
(BIHORO AI~ GROUP) at . K!SAR~ . .: ·/ . ·. ;~-::-: 

ATSU AIR ' .- . · · . · :· : . :: · .. · · 

···:·Ilf!'O* . .'~fi~~~!~}!.ed)·:· .. ~ '~<~~:;>.- .: .. 
, { .,. , - , • • • r , , - . · :· :• 

1 
oa • · . • ~ <t, ... O: •l.~ o • • :~ ::• • • • • • •/'.• ,. • ..:.~~ : • •, • 

· : ' (Very sketchy .translation) 1n~icates _ · .. ~. · :~ ·' 
ehange her schedule · to arrive Yarcus ~ · - · ~- ·:. · · · .,·J 
on 23rC. • . (BEL 151345-DI). . : ... _. ···:... " . . :~_-' . ·.- · 

J 

·. FRO!&: 
TO a 

. -. 

... . .. . ~ . :J . . 

. · ~· .. .. 

_ .-· {Summary 1 · 160600 1 .Auguz t , .No • . ~4) .-· ·-~ · .~;: ··~ .:. -~ .. ~ . ." ::· _ _-::..:-·· .. . 

; ' ' : ~ . li 0 • . '~~- ·.: : ' .'' .'~ . : _·. . ·.: ••.· ~ ·. ~-; . ~J)},: J . :1'~. ::~~:\~~)~~;~-~- :til;:,;;: :~,~ ;; . -~ 
·._,,. ' =:- ·· - .. ·:·:_·. :, ..... Routi.D.g· and ·ass.oc14tions 1ndicat·e · c.•~: . ~,;~.:~--:· . . 

;--.: ::.;:::;>:>.. .·. (tanker?) enroute .Rabaul to Saipan ·n •. ·.- ··· .. · .';, ·.~· ' · .- ~·· ,_ 
. _ :_._.: .:· ~ · · ·: ... _. 'rruk.- :(!his. ship appears. to be ma~ing ~!'lut-:-..... ·.-: ,.. · . .-:·· · .. ~ . , : 
· · · · -:· ,. ' · ._., ·· .·: tle trips betl'feen Babaul and Saipan) . . ... : --.. ~ .· . .. ::-- ' ~ -.:.' : .:-. 

~> .. :: ... : .··~· . ·; : ,_,.. · {BE_L .l5l048:-TI) :.- .. :".;· ... >·.-... ~·· ," ... ·; .• · ,, ·.~·>. ; . .'. -,~ . ~-.. ,:t:.··-.,· _ .p::..-:.· .. .' · :.· 
, ..... ... .. · ·.: .. ..,, . : . .. . . · ... · . . . . · • .: ' ··-~ . . ··' .;..; :: ; .. . ·· ; ... I..., .,; : . . . · . .... . :·:: . . · . .. - · .• ··. ~ . :; .... · .~ : . .,.": _. 

, --~ '-'.. -~ ~.- ·:· ·. It was noticeds···. --:, ... :.:, ,, ... ~ .. .... ·'·,<:-. ·•: . .; ·.: . ~. ·· ... : ... ·. , ·:::·::. ·· ·. 
, · . 

.. -~ · : ·' ·~ . :·_. '·... t. ~ ·_ ... . · .: ; . • .. : <<->·>·;:/ i' : .. :::. >··,~ :.~' ~·.:: . ·:· :;: . ~ ·. ~ /:<·'.:::-....... ·: 
.. .. .- .. .. This is the tanker which appeared to . -~ ;: :. _. _ _. :; ."· .. ·.· .. 

· .. fuel CRUDIV 6 near Kavieng e. bout 12 August . .. .. ~ :_: :. · .: 
(s~ry, _l6o6oo, . .August, Yo. · 97)· . · ,. ~. -::. ··~ .". ~:- · ~ . .. -: ·. ·· · · 
. . ~· . ·• ~ . • !:· ;:. "' . .. :·· . ~ " . . . 

._ • "' · ~· • • • - ., I 

·~ ··. ~ ,- . ,. 
• " J • 

. . . .. 

. . '. . ; . 

·-... . ·.·. •.:, . 

... .: .. 

-.. . -. ..... · 
. .. : 

• ...... . 4ft • 

::-. 

. , ........ · 
. . • 

• • ..!t • ~ 

' . .. , 

.':..,. ' .. .. ...- . .· 
.. ..:.'·:'i .. ·: :;' •·• .. ·.: ~: • - !'~ . . ; : . .. . .· .. .,., . ... . -:. . . . ·· .. . • ... .. .. . 

.. .. .., ~·· ' . ·. : ~--. 

. . . '::. ...... : : . . . . •,' ~\ . . . •, ' . . .. ~ ... . .. .... 

=: .. . 
. ... ..,:_ . ' .. :.. . .·: . .: ... . 

------------------------------------------------------------------~--~--~~--~~· - ·~ 



G ·.· 

OR!G:PH.L 
1 December .1944 

AUGUST 15. 1942 (C~ntinued) 

. . .. ~ :· ·. -
·The UCU lU.RU 1 Which_ together with the Com-

mander o! Cruieer Divisio~ S~ven and ~stro1er Divi-
- . 

sion Two, had received an order fro~ the Co~ander in 
. ' . 

Chie! o! the Combined fleet ~n August 9 to rendezvous 

with the S•cond 7leet and to .pr~ceed to Rab&ul~ re

ported that 1 t wouid rendez..:ou.s at Balikpapan. . 'rhe 
. '. 

rendezvous o! the -Second 7leet was _to take place in 

the vicinity of Truk about iugust 19 or _2ls · 

· lio. 502 

FRO.Mt 
1'0 ' 
INFOt 

. . . . ,_ 

., #297 ·~ug. 14/1640 
KAGU UA.RU) . . . . 
CINC 2ND FLEET) 
CofS CO!ti.BINED FLEET) 
COUDESRON 4) . 

' Co!S SO. EXP. J"ORCE) 
CO!.lCRUDIV 7) 

.... ·. 

.. , .. ~. . . . . . 
Comdr • .22l'iD B.lSE fORCE 
at Balikpapan) ... : · '\ · . .. 

.. . ,, .. .. . 

Will rende%vous with at 1400 . . . . 
on 14th at io1nt (?) •BB•. and arrive PT .. · .· ·· . 
21st. (GZ2492-QPNAV: .1502.45-DI) (ME!.IO · . · ·:_ .. :.··_- · . 
11.4-4) . . . . : . . ... . . . .. 

. .. . . ... .. . .. . 

. . It was ·commenteds · : · - .. •: -
.... ~- BB is~ tent~tively Bal1kpapan. PT is 
Truk. · On August 9 1 ·CINC CO~INED FLEET 
-issued a directive to CO!ACRUDIV 7, C01illES- . 
DIV 21 and KAGU MAF~ which appeared to in
struct the units adcl~essed .to rendezvous· 

. ; ·. 

.• • • . • • <l·":" . -·.. ··· ~ 
.' .. - ·'. .· .... ·- . . . . . 

~- .· 

. · .. 

·.- .. : .. .. ·424 : . . . ·: . • .. . 
.. . . . . •.. . . . 

. . • • 0 •,: • . .... . ... ··. 
0 ~ .. • • .. . . '· 

.. ... . 
-:. . .. ·. "·.· . 

\ . -: ... ~ .. . .; . ·-: ·: . . ~ ... ~ .. ,•, : . :: . . ... 

• 0 • • •• • 
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.... ·. 

-.. .. 

...... ·. : I • 

,. ~ 
· . 

•· 

: .. ·-- .., 
. . 

'· 

· :. . ORI G I 1U,.L .. . :_ .. 
· · ~ P•cembel' 1944 

.. -- :-··,· .. . . ... . . . .. 
-:...... . .. . . - . .. ·.·- . ·;·.·- .: .·: · · .. · . 

: . :· .lUGUS'r l;, ViAzi' (Con~inued)" :·. ~~- ~- )··· : ·.. · ··· - •. . - ~ . .· . .. .. .. 
• t . .. .. " • • • •' ~ • ..~:": • -= . . . . . · .. ., .;. . " . .. .-: . ~ - .• ,· ·· -: . . -. " . 0. '·. •':. ~-- . .· 

• .!. . . . . . . .• , :· · .. : .. ~··· .: . ·: . , f . • . • • • . 
. . . . .. .r • 2 {Co t ') ~ . ~ . . - . . . . ·. . .. . ... J .:' ~.. :: ' · .· • ·: ·· -~ .. .ao. 2 0 . n • ;.: : . :· ~: :. ~ ·. · ....... ·:· .: ..: · ... .. ... , .. .... · .·. . 

•' .- -~ .. . .... ~ . · . . 
:· · . - .. _: ·nth. th~ :mn 1LEET ( s~h~d~ea ·t~ ··:·d.par't' · .. ~·:.-:~ ·. · :.::::~·- ··.: .=-. • ··. 

·. · · · · · Japan on J.ug. ll) and proceed to the :tabaul. · · .. -· · ., · .. 
. ~ :. .· · . : .. _: J.rea (Item 23, Page 7, R.I. · sm.t.1iucr lJ.l.A,OO/-Q. : · ~ ~- .' :· · 
, . .... ... ::. ·:, ..... ··~ . :J.ugust}.: ~ote tbat ·CI!C 2ND FLEET was the _ ;',;. : ·:··._. ·.~ · 

! • • · ·-:·. . · :- ·.·in!' a addressee or this -despatch and also .U :: .- .···· . .. - .. 
~-.. ·_ · . ·:· ' :. ,.: action a~dressee or the abov, despateh . . ... ~ .. r " ;. .~-~ ·.>· .. ; 
·· :. ·. ~: ..... _.:- · . . · ... (Su:nmary, 150600, J.ugust·, llo• 36) · ·~ . . : ·- ~·.::.~~~ _J · ·:.-!.:: ·,.' :· 
• • ;· .... : : . . - . - ·: . : - • . . . : • . ·~ :. . ... •• :;~:.~::._: .. :~~ ',; ;._. . . .. . . £ ~ 

- •• • • ~ .._..: :_ : , ,.. ~... •• - · ' J .. _ , _ • •· ... · ~ ., • • 

_ _ .. , :ilo. 'o~ "./ ;. ,,, / ; :'·, ·;·; . ·.~ - ~ ·. -~ . - _::· > ~:{( ::{.q:~;! _ ; ·;~ ': .. 
· ·· · · · - .~ · · IOS4 ·:- ·.Aug • . l4/120o ·. ~· .. :: .. -: .. . · · 

: : · ... :.. ·: J'RO!.la~ 1 DD in DESDIV 2) . · : . ·. : · .. · .;.,; ·; .:.( . ..:. .: ,, :- : -:. 
-. · · : ·· •• , .... · · ~0 .. 1 CIRC 2ND l'LEI!'!) ... . :.. ·.: '' ·/ . :-~. ~ ·· -~: . . t ·. ·· · 
. . ' . .- .. ' ·.: . ' .' . . : . . . COMCRUDIV ?) . - · . : . ·... .· .... ·· : "· .,;:.. ... :-_. ! .' : . 

•' . . . . . ,. . . 
\ . · .. ~;, . · )22ND BASE FORCE, Balikpapan) -: :· ·· :~ -~ . : ., · ~ 

... . .. . -~- ...... 

\.32HD BASE FORCE, .DAY.lO) - ·. : · •• J . · . · -~ ..... ; ·.. · 
\Tokyo Radio) · · :, · · · · .... > ··c·:·· · ·. ·~. :,.- .• -:· . 
\Palao Radio) ·-. .._ ·:. · · · -:·. :· · :· :: .... < · ·: · ... : 
~ T~ Radio)) · - ~ . :·, ~:y:· :.:>:_;-:.-. ~~~>:v_:_· .. ~·~ :·~ ·_.·.'. · · 

. . · .. .. ~ · ... IHFOI . \C01-.!DESDIY 2 : --~ . -·"< ;-.. -· .:· ... :: ~: 
... :- . ·; . : .. . ... ·: . . , · .. ·- · · ·~ ·=-.~- ·, : .. · ~ :_; .• ... , · . ~ ..... 

:, • l _ ·DD -, 7111 be. 1n . BB -.~ ·:: ··.~:>.:. :··.-
.. .. . Comm\micat ion Zone unti l t he 15th' at ·· · . -l· ·-._:. :· ::~:·· ... 

· :_ ·. ·'- . · · .. · .· 1n liD Col2.!llunication Zone !rom .then until . .-<· .. 'r ... ~ · •. • :-- -: . • .. 

. · : . . ·. · . · : . .... : ·: · · ·" · ·· ·. on ~7th, then into' #3 ' Communi~ _ : .. _~ :.·· .. ·: ·~· :.-:..---. ~~ .. ~ 
· .. : · .' · ·. :: cation Zone until. 1200,- 19th, ·'·at ~hich .. t~e · -:~.< . : · ·. ;: . : ~:-· ·; 

· ··. ~ . · ·- -· will enter 14 communication Zone• "!- r"'- : -:· ..._ . ~;·: .- .. · •• ·;···.-·_:: ,·; \ 
. . . . .. . ··. (GZ ~2505 OPNAV ~52240 DI) . • . .. ~ .·:~ - .. :-,.., _;:" .. '.···# ·. ~".- ·.~:. :...': .. 

=··· . :~;:: . .-_.~ ;-~ :; ': .. ., . .-· . . .. ~- ·.~ : . . . . .. . - • ·;_· ··.~-~- ~~:~· ~:.:·~.- . =::·~_£··;·---~ ... ~_-·<..:~~,-~< :,~_: .. :·:·:~~- :.;: :. ' 
· · · · ·· · -~,~ - _It was indica tedJ ,, · .: ; .. · ~- .: .. :, ..:~ : ::.~ _ .. , ~ - _.. : '···· ·-

f . • ~ , - •• • • : • ·- :. •• - • ..: • • - · . : • : •• • . • • • •• : ' : • :- .. ::· :_! :; • -~ . "· ~ :: . : ·, .' ~ ..: ·: : , . 

:- : ·. · ·.·. (Destroyer:: 1n DESDIV 2) ·-appears · ~ ~- :: : ~-~- ~: .. , 
·.. . ., ·.to .. be in eo:npany w1 th. t he K.AGU lilARU and the· · ·:·::_ · ·. · ' . · . 
. ·: :: ~. _-. ··. ·:·. above schedule check s · with the schedule ' , · . . ;·: .. \ -. ~ ·. > .. .. _ 

. :. ··. ·.' .. ·~ . : · .. that the KAGU MARU gives 1n her ·serial .294 ' · ::_ :. · ·: ··· ·• 
·. · .. _., · ... ·.· .. . of -Aug. 12 th (Item 37, Page 13, R.I. StThlli.ARY. '< :: · .. 

... · . · ·141400/ Q Augus t ), K.AGU lllRU Serial 2971 _;:. .· ,, . . • -~ .. · ~ . ' 
.·.' .• ·, . ··. .lugu~t ll;.t~, addressed to c~c 2ND FLEET says, ·· . . · ;· ·. . · ~ 

.., ... · ... :.··- ': : : ..,.,.. 
• • ; . • • • • • .. _ . 0 ,, ~ • • • • ·: ~=- . . .... . . • .. . ~ .-.": ,. . ' . . . . -· .. 

____ -_ •. _,_.;_· _ • .;.., ..:, ... _ .. ;,..,;.,; .. •· -~ '!:,_*' 1- · _ ..... _.-.:..~..::::.:·~·-...:·-...;,;;...;....;.:- :.._.....:...- ..:...· ~_i.:_..i.,i. .:...· ....:....-:...-_...._..:.· .-....;........~~· .... · -..,: ... -..... --... 

. •. '•. ., 
.... :· .. . · 
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{ 

· .! 
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.. . ·. 

. . -:-'"~ 
: . .. 

~ . 

OF.IGIN.!L 
·. . ~ December 1 94.4 

.. ·. 
... · •.. 

: . ~ . 
-:.. · .. 

.. . 
. . ... ! . . ; ~ 

l!o, '03 (Cont.) : . ... _. ·., · · ' · · ~~: ·. 

awill 'rendenous rlth> ···: .. = .. ~.· at 1400 on '14th . ; ;· . 
.at point? BB and arrive PT 21s t . • .BB is · . · · ··. . . 
Balikpapan · and PT is ~ruk. Note t ha t KAGU . · :. · · · ·. 
lURU and appear to be separated ·.!'rom. · ... · · · 
CRUDIV 7 and the remainder o!' DESDIV 2, but . · ! . · _ . · 

. ... ·.·,all are action addressees ot COMBINED FLEET' 1 . _ . : : 
. . " .. . Serial. 742 1 .Aug., 9th, · .which .orders them to .. . .· 

:.- : ·.· : . · ·· -. ~oin 2ND FLEET {which departs 't'rom home .. .. ·!'· :" 

· ... · · · ~ waters on· llth !'or the Rabaul .lrea). 1fb.ese 
:. ... · · messages suggests ,th.at the ,rendezvous be- . : 

. .. ·. . tween 2ND FLEET, CRUDIV 7. DESDIV 2 1 XAGU .' .. 
.. lURU and Destroyer will take place 
. in the vicinity of Truk about .Aug. · 19th or·.· · 
.. 2l.st, CIHC 2ND :FLEET was indicated .~ ·~he · 

. Saipan Area on .August 15 t h. · ·· ... . · . 
· ·: (Summary, 1606001 A~gust 1 Jo.-· ·.6') .: · -· · · · . . .• . .. .... ~· ; •. ~ ~: ·.. . ... -. . . . 

. t · · .~ .-. ·. ~:-

. . . 
· ... 

- . . . 

·.· ···. , .. -· . 
. · Tra!ric ·analy sis · disclosed . that .·.t he Com:na.nde r : · 
• ' t# • • t • ' • • ' ' • •. • I • ••.. • • : ' • ~ : •' : ' ,· • • • - "'t 

or Submarine Squadron One was en ron t e !rom · t he E«pira .. . ·, 
: • . ' • • : • ;, • ::: _, .. • • ··· w. • : •' • • • •· • . • 

: .:. ~: . !o:r duty in t h e :Eighth ,Fle~t .area • . . The Com::nander o! .. : . · 
. ·• •• . . •• J t• · ' . • " ~ ••· ... . ~ :· • • · • • . 

· ·· ... ·> _ _.· •· Sub~arine .Squadzoon: T~e~· iras in· ·the -· ~1cin.1 ti: or !rox·, :.; ~ · ~ 
" ~ ~ · ·. ··: : ... · - :· ·:: ._ , . : . ; ··_.'-' .·· ... · ·. · . ' ·.·.·:· ·_:·· .. · .. .. ,_: ~· .. - ~ .... ~ · .. •. 

·- · where he was 'to · be joined by two ·other .' \mi ts. <.' Three . . . 
.:.: ·-. .. .. ,;, . . . : .· .· . ... .. . . .• . ... ·:: - . . .. ·. ·. . .. _ ~- ... ~ . ~ :~ .. 

_ sub:narine ~vis~o~\: ~e~e-~ · -~ .· .. ~~r~.~~~~~ ... ~ .. ~~~-··'~r~~~~-~ .. :. ::: .. : : .. ; .. :· .. ··· : 
• • :. ... ~; · :: . ":. ·,, •• • .. . • .. . • • l .. : , "". ";' • •• · - • • . .. • 

. u · ~o~ .. · ·· .. . .. ·· ! ... . ·: .. . · : · " ......... .. 

. . . . ... 0. 2 4: ' : .' . .-~ .• ; . . ·. . • < · ..... : · ... .. :·.:-: . . 
.. . ,. . · ~t~~-~:~- ·;o~~~~~fi,~y -~6usUBR.oN . i· ·1~ ~~~-.':.~·~ . : .·<. ·.·;: .. ·.-:.· .·. 

· .. · · way south. to relieve COYSUBRON 3 as Com- .... ~ , · · . . ~ ~ . ·. ~ · .· 
... : mander all submarines in .sTH FLEET Area.": ... ·:- . · ·~· · ·.· .·:.· · 

' C01!SUJ3ROli 3 fixed by D/F · just Northwes t ot .. · . . · .. ,·: ·: -·. 
Truk . ... Units 'and . . believed ·., ·· .... ·. · .. . : =.~ 

. . .. • . . . - .. . . . . , . . ..... , :· . . . . . . . ; ·,, .· ·•. . ... 
. · .. •. { . ;~ . • • ·,. • . • •. . • . '. f* ' . ..,.: · · · :. .1 . . .. := . 

. . . . ·"" . . · . . . . ~ •: "" . : . . . 

... .. ·~- :_. :,._;: ·..• . ,· :_", . . :.: ... . ::\ : .:~{2 ? : < · . 
... ~ . .·.· ' , ... . ·: .' -·. . . . .. . ' .· ;"' .. ··: ~ ...... ·..... . _ .. .: . . 

• • ! .._ T.: •. .' • • ·, • :• 
. . . . . :. ·~ .· .. - . .... : ; :. . ..·.. . ... .. .· •.· " . .. '- . .:.. . , : . 

• \ • "' • •· • • •• ."'!: 

. I ' 

-. 

.-' . . . ·- : .'~:- . 

. .· . 
. . ": 

. · .. . ' .. ·~· --~·-·~· ~· --·~··~·~-·w·· -~-~~- --~------
. . ~ - . 
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.. ORIGINAL 

·. - . 

· · l December ~944 

-; .' . .,.; 

.· AUGUST 1' , ' 1942. (Continu.d). · · -~ ' ·-
• • • ·: •j ·• . 

.:..· 
' . . ,.: . ·.,-. . .. ""~· 

5J-.o.._, _5_.0_4 {Cant~) 0 • • • • • •• • • ,. • ~ ,··· .. . ·•. 

... _· .. 

.'.· .... ~·· . .. 
. will soon join . SUBDiv o! SUBRON .3. ·~-; . ; ,, . ·.~ .. . .. 
·Present tra!ric shows three SUBDIVS to be 
· in Saigon or Indian Ocean .J.reat · ! • • ~ • •• •i ·: 

. . and .. :or SUBROli 8, and ~ o! SURRO:Jil . · . 
l. Saigon. broadcasts to subs in ·area en .. : . . ·-' · .. · .. : 

· .. 7730 kc:s. using .3-kana. call~. · .· · . ·,.· ~ .. · .. 
. (CO!l 1..4-150704-Tl) .(S"WllDar,'1:~.l5l.4QO, ··· ~·: · ... : · · 
August, No. 26) · · . .•. · _ ~.. . · · . ·. ·· 

. .. . .. ··.: . .. .: .. - ;·:6 . • • .. • 
0 • •• 

"": . . . - ~ ·. · ..... ~ . ~· . ·~ 
_- ·. • • • , o l .. I • • ; 

.· 
. :•. 

. , . . ..· .· · . . :_ . .. ; . 
· · Tra!!1c !or COMSUBRON ·1 · . . . · .. · 

· .. routed Tia ·saipa.n at 0700 1 August· lSth. ~.~. , · .. _.: ... . . .. · 
(GT #666-0PN.!V 15230~-TI) ... "· ·. , ·· .; . ... . ·~. . . - ... .. . ·. ·... . 

• ... 0 • • 0 •• • .. ' ... • ._ • • : • ;~ • • • - .. ~ ~ • • -.~ • • !,. . .. . . ·: . ·:. . ... . . # • 

It was noted& ·. ··· · ·· · · .. ·· " ·· · 
.... . 

Tra£fic: on August 14th, 
SUBRON 1 1 less one _division, 
to Southern .Area. · ·-. ·. :·, 

. {S~ry, .~6~690~ August, Ho. 
. ··' . • . 

• • • .. • 0 :. ~ 

inc.icated that ,. · ·· 
wi~ be assigned ·. \. 

• • I 
• J. • 

· . .. . ·._ .' . . .,. . . ;~-.. : .. ·. :__ ":" ~: .· ~ :._: .. : ·.~.·~·· ~ . ~:: · .. . 
.. -· . .... ..... " -. .. . 1i 0 50 6 . ... . . . J •• ; "". ' ~ • ., ·: • • • • - • • • • ~ • ' • • - • • ' • • • 

. ": .. • : .... ··. , , • . • ..... . : - - ·c·,. ~ , •• • ·~: .. ~. : •. ·: t ;" ;~: • ··:~.·. • : .:.·, ·i, .. :: • • ... · .. 
. . . . • . ·;' . : . . : • • • ' ' ~ -. : .. , : ~. . ' •. • ": ; • : '... • , .. • I • . ' •. • • ' • 

· · · · ·· Some evidence ·couSUBROli 1. · bound · .. - .'·:-
. . .. . · south £rom E~:p:tre. · .. was a.do.Xesse~ l5tli, by · .. : ~ - ·; :-: .~ 

· .. ~ . : ·, ·. ' C01iSUBFOR in urgent despatch, reason _urgency-··.· ... -: .!. ; 
· .. .. · .. · · · · ·. · ·not clear. , .. (COM l4 1~2.008-'!_I) .'' :. · .: .... · 

7 
.. ;- ·; . • • . ··: • · · •: .. . 

: . (Summary, 160600~ August, Io~ ·.109) . · • . . · .: · ·· .... ·-~- ·., · . . . 

" . . 11 o. 5oi_ ~ ' :: : _·:: :··:.: ~ .:~ ·_;:·,; J<? ::::·: · : __ ; .: :': ·: ·:: -: ~-:·}_.: : .:· > · 
· · - Ro.ut:ing · and ·associations .. indicate · . ··. :"."·' .. :.· · 

.. . . · o! SUBRON l at Kure .. · (BEL 151048-ri) ···:~· ' ., __ ~~ ;·- . 
· ;:'··, ... . ' . . (9um:nary, ~60600_, .August.; Ho • . llO) . . ... ··:.· · . . : : . .' ;~ :._ ._.: .· · 

-. . 

-.. 

.. . ...... . ·-.. -

· ..... . 
. · ~ .. . .... . 

. . ~ 

0 ••• • • •• 

. .... , ". 

·' . . : ... .. .. 

"" . , · . 
·.- / . ·· .· . 
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· '. . • •• • 0 .• .. . . •. ·.:·.. .: . . . . . .. . .. ·. ·. 
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·. 
·. 

· Jio. SlO 

· · · .. · .. ~ #037 J'uly :;oi(?) 
FROX: (Unidentified) . . : 
fO a S Unrecovered Addressees 

0 0 

. .• .. . 
0 0 

" · 

.. 0 • • .~ . . . . .. :. :" .. . .. \ .... ' . .. .. ~ 
'•J.t 1.710/30 J'uJ.,.- 1.n Latitude 7- 02 · :· . . ·· ·. , -

Iorth, 151 - 15 East . · reee~ ved two . .- · 
torpedo hits sinking (?) at 1720. • ... · . · . . · 
·(BEL 151.345-DI) .(Summary • 1.606001 August, 
Jo. S6) · ·.' · . o • • 

. ·' 

~ - : .. . . • . 

• • · ' • • :. 

0 0 

#92 · lug. i4 ·<··. 
: (Unit 1n 4TR BASE ·FOR.) 

, .. • • • : .. • • # •• 

·., f'ROJal: . 

. ·. ~ . 
. . .. ": 

· WEnemy submarine fired · 2 torpedoe.s · hl 
position 05-10 North, (150 to 155) East, 

- fro~ range about 2000 meters, no damage. 
lie ·are returning the a ttack. • 

: · . (COlo! 14 151924-DI) (SU!IlJlary, 160600.1 ··. · ' . 

. August, lfo. 8 9) ··"· -~ . · · 
0 ' 

• . , T : · -• ..; 

.· 

. .. 
. 0. 

• 0 • 0 , . .. : · .: '\ 0 0 .. 0. 0 0 0 0 : . 0 0 ; . • • ") • • 0 0 0 

·:. . . 'The Bulletin o! the Commo.nder ··in· Chie! or the : 
0 

0 0 : ' t 

0 
0
° t 

0 
<io ' . 

0 

o • 

0 

• • . 

0 

I 0 ° , • • 
0 

0 

• : 
0 

: • . .. ~ ~ 
0 

0 

.. : ' 

0 0 

I 
0

0 

J , • .. • ::• 

0 

0 < 

Pacit'i~. :Fleet !or J.ugus~ . l5 ~t~ te~J . 0 .: · ·.~ · •• • • •• · , •

0

•. : · : . • ~ 

- No. ~U ". ': <~ ;:: ;: - ,: :~ __ {· <::; ·:}; ;·~' ' -:~ ~-::, <· _ . ' <~ : : · 
0 

• •• : FRO~~ . ~S 176 (NPM) ·15025 3, !ugUst t ·1942 : 0

• ~ • •• _ .- • 

TO 1 · All Comtask!orpae . · : , . . ·,. · . 
.. · Comsopae .~ ... ·. ·.-: .. . :0 

. ;, 

0 

• , ·<~ . ~ . .' · 
.. Comsowestpac · ·: · .. . ·' .. . . :·:· . ·. · 

J..lJ. sea!ronpae ·.~ 
0 0 

.. 

Comillch (NSS) . : 
Opna" · · ~ 

. .,. ·comnaveu ·. .. 
·• . . 

, • ·.' • •• · : · 0 - ~ .... . 

. ~ . -· . 
• o y I e 0 • • 

, -
• ... : : .. 
. .:.. .. . · . ..: . .: 

• • • • • ~ : • 0 ... . 
0 • • 

0 0 • 0 0 0 : • .. ·~ • • 4 29 0 

. ~ . ~· . -:· . .:... . , ; ~- ~ . . . . . . : .. :..:·.. . . . . ....... . . .. :· ·.• . .. . 
:·.,' • • • . r . . . : •• • · ,. •• • . . ,. . 

0 ~ ::· . ·; • • • • : ' • • • •• • • : . .. • .. • • • • • • • 0 •• 

.. : .. : .... ... 0 ~ • 

~ ... 4 • • 

J 0 . . ·.. ~ ., ~ .. .. · . .. . ·- . 
... .. . . . . . ·.:.: ;' · •. ·•··. . . . . ..... . . . .. ~ .. .. . · ; .. . . 

.. . . , .. . 
·: . . ... . . 

0 ·.- .... • • • • 

~·: .,__..;,...._..· .... 0 ....... _ 
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-.. . · . . ·.·. . ... 

.... ' :·.,; :. ~ . 
!'"_ ' .. . . 

.... 0 •• 

.• 0 .. ~ '': :'- ' '\ . • • 

' .• "':J •• 

•. ~~ .. · ~~ . .. . . . 

· '· 
.. ·· Bulletin lfo. 152 

. · · Crud1 T 7 • , K.A.GU li.ARU1 DD' • ot · .. 
··-: · . Desron 3 still 'in East Indies • . Desd.1T 17 

.. -~ :·· .. · .•. ·. ~- enroute !ro:1 Truk to Ra'baul. Submarine . . · · ·. · · 
· · ·· · · .... : ·. ~·; .·:: posit 'by DJ' ·au ·eouth and east. 7 .l61 .• ·7 · : · .. ~- · 

. . : .· .. ·. · . ... ~ . : · . 159, 8 163. · One sub sigh ted at 1.7-30 south, . 
· · : . · ~ . . ... :.· : .. -:. .. _; , .; .-· · .. ·· one 63-50 east. · BA.Y..lTJ.K.A1 HI!.AKJ., ZUIBD .. .'. · .- ~~. · .. · · .. ·. :·' 

· ·. · : : . · .. : :· : . · (XCV' a) -plus two heaT)" cruisers (TAKJ.O · ·.·. · ... · .. -: : . . · . 
· . · · ... clas•) belie Ted operating otr east coast o! ·. · · ·· ·. 

· · .. .. Honshu • . All' other carriers indica ted to be . : ·, · 
· _. .·· in . home ports. Indications enemy strengtb.an- · .- · ... · : 

1ng and . expanding facilities a.nd air field · . ·.-· ..... ·_-:-:._·: 
at Buka Straits 1n Solomons. Also airfield .. :· ... : ·. · ·-. .:·.: 
at Buna being expanded.· Suspect enemy has ·· .. :; . . ' _. ·. 
eye on Gi.zo. llay attempt .landing :there. ·· . . .. ---, · ~ .. 

• • 0 .... - • · : • • •• • • • : , • ••• '"") 0 

• • • • .. , • 0 ~ . .. 

·..:.. ... . . ~ . . . . . . •. . .. . . . ~ .... . ·: . . . : ... · 
Japanese espionage reports continued ~o !~o, . . : ., .· 

. . . . . . ; ,, . . .· .. . , . 

-., :· : · · int o Tokyo , It :w~s ~Tident that a gent ~ ,1n ~~~rica i . . · .. . 

·, • ~ t'\. • 

. ·. ·· .. · were S"ti~l. active 1n ·.rerre t 1ng out in.!'orma t _ion which .. · .: · · 
.· . . ··.• . . . . . ... . ·· .. · . . . ..... . . ·. . .... . : . .., ; .. ; . :.. ,,. .... ., . ' ' . . . . . . _ ..... 

·· · ·: :. ~ .. ·· .. · would · be · us~rui to bd.s ' su'bmir~eist .. : ·:· :··· .i..·.~ ·~ .:_ : ·:· ·:.···<":: .. ::~ · .· ··.·. 

• • •. '• ~ ; •..• ~.· ~:? ~~- ; i ;' ~ .:.: .. ::_·.; .:~,;·: :. ~ \~\~~::. :: t;:,,; ~:;:~~.'; ~2~.'~~ .·:.;_:-:~. ~;:: ::.':. t·. ) ' ~ ~- ;:· :: .; ..••.. · 
. . · .. :;· .. :. ·.· ... ~ · ·. ·:. ~ .. . ·. J'RO~I lladrid .'(SUma) ·. #891;' 1.3 August 1942 . .·: ." · : .. ,' ' .. ~ · 

· . · . ·.· · :,.~-- :.'·· ... TO ~ i _ Tok7~ ... :.:-~~, , · .. · '=- ··.,: .~· ~ ---~:.:-... : :· ~ .... _.-.·.-··:.···:i-<. ~.1 , T .... : :; · ·~ ·: :. · . 
-~ · .. ·• . ,· ~-· · .·. J •. • . ,• . ·' - • • • ~ ,_ t • • - """ •• • • 0 • • • • • • • 

.. .. ... :.-_:: .... .' · · · · '.. •To• Intelligence ·.(New Ior'k," August .. ·. ..~ -...... :·~ :· 
. :; .. , 12th) . . . ,•, . . . ... - . . . ' .. .• .. .' .. ............... ·:. : := .. . • . .. • .. . .. . . . . . - - - . , . . . ... . :; :: . 

·' ~: .' .. .' . · . .' : . · On the · 9th,· ·a convoy o! . 30 ships left ··:· .. ::·> :' ·· ... 
...... · • . .' · .. ··· Los .A.ngel es. It T.as escorted b y a small ... _:-· ,: ... ·· 

. .' fleet of three cruisers and ·three air craft ·.· · . ~ :-~ · ·. 
· . · ... · ·carriers. The · cargo consis t ed c;>f railroad . · .'· . ,• . , 

. .. · : ·· and airplane materials. The . convoy tl"ans- .... · . : ··· · . ..... -·. 
f · . ' · ... · · ported companies or engineers; .a. unit ot _._ .. · ·.: . :·. · .. 

e . · · . : .. •-· · =.:. ;: : ~.-, ,: :·:-:· .. · ~ .. -; .:i ,_ · -\ (F:::; :~} /::{:·~~~~Ir~.~::-~ ··~i:,.__.l) .~:~./~4: ~~; -• -:~ • .· ·. · 

• • • • ~ : • 0 ••• · " · ,. •• 0 • • .t. ~ - •• •• ·.._ .. : • 
• • • : . :·. ' .. 1" . ~ ... 
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0 
• "': ' • ' '"' - • • ,'"' : • •• · ":'· ••• I • • • • • • 

0

• : : :· · ,· .; o • .... • ". • "...; , ' • : • • o_ o • • ' . ' . . . ·· .. ~- . -~· .. 
anti-tank gunners and. ·tlro d1 Tisions o~ · · -~ ~- '-. ·.-: • ·.:, __ '··\:· .. 
field. artillery. ·· . · · · . . . · · . . .-. - ·. ~::. ;~ .. --:: .· 

· bo o! ·the three aircraft carriers .. . 
were rebuilt · cruisers~ ·equipped with twelve _>: .;. . . 
.380 millimeter eaDilon. · ~hey were commis- .,.-· ' .~.~- ·~ .. .... ·~: .. . : 

-· . 

/ .. 

. 
,_. ~. 

- -: .: · • • .. .. 0 •• 

· -sioned the 15th o~ last month,·:. 'The. eq"C:ip- . · · <~. · ... · ·> 
~ ment or .-th.ese ships ·is unsatisfactory .tor :· :) . ·~ . .-_. L -.. - -

.-

-:_: . . ::. ·· . . ..naTal use. ·, ·· ~he original s.t:-Ueture and one . :. :, · _-: . 
·: ... .;. o~ -the smokestacks are nat· . suitable-~ .llore- ' ~ ·• 

.. · 
··' .. . } .. oTer, the defense o! the ·bridge (quarter .. ·-~·) .. f~ ··· · . 

de_ck?) below the run~ay ·~s not aaequa~e. '~ - .\;c=.-~ .,_" ,. .. 
!fhis eonvoy is going ;to Bombay . . but ·tna ·: . : . .-... ~ . .

airplane materials· are 'dest!D:ed !or Chi.na. · ~ . . ·. ··:< 
. :. - ~ I have tra.nsm.i tted · this · t.~ · Be;rlill ~d ·· .. _ ;."'·. ~ . · .. ··:> -:: .· 

, . : · .. Rome .; · (GZ #S889-J.1P DIP-~I) :..__ · .: -:- -~;· .. . • ~·. :J : :.~: : :: , .... : 
:;. ... :· -~ - ~ . .. ·.· •:. . • ' . ' - ': ~· ' :.. . . . · :~- ~ .. .... ~ .. ~.:. ,.~:.:; : _:~- -~ .. :;-.. _~·. :·:: 

: ... . It . was :men tione dl. ·:.~ . _,:· · ···.::- . ...... ,.. l ··: )-->:' ... ·. 
... 

._. , 
.. - . ... 

• .: • • •• ~ . .. 0 •• • • • • ' : ·: : . . .. t'. ; .. '.! .. · .. ·. :..0 ;.. · ·~"' •• ~· 

···. ·: Does not check with kn~wn· C~nv~·y .Mov~ / .. -~ .· ··· 
ments. {Su::ma....-y, ~5400, .!ug~st;, .. 3_o_. 9) ·. · ~ ··. . . · ·. '· 

. ...... --~ ' - .- ... . o. _.., • .._. .. 
• .. - • ,.,. ~ • • # • ·~~_,. : _ ·~.-. ~ • • " ·--~: --.-~~ .. . ;:. · . ~.r.' •. . ' .0 • . ... 

.· .. ' , '_,~ - -·:·~ ... :_.'<. ;··~· ,: .. ,:. :. ·~ . ... ..... ·. } :~ - ... ' -.,;. ·.'. ;-:- .. :~ ·::.. ·.- . .,.. ' · -~ -~ ..... ··:,- . . 
0 --~ "'!" :.:. . • .. ;:;. ·: ::. : -· · . - .•: ... . : ••• · • , (";. . . . • 

.. ..... No. 514 
.... ~- · :. . .... . · 

--~ ... · :· . .. . ... . 
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. ._, /" 

... . , .0 . ... 

• • •• ... o o 
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.. . · .. _ .. ,., . 

1 
I : . 

... 
. . · ' 

.., , .. -- -
• • 0 • :' • ~ • • • • 0 '1. • . • . 0 :' ..... 0 • 

'!he Chie! of the .lapanese Java.l Gene.ral Start' . .... :·-'.: 
. . . . . ,.. . . ,;. ~ ." . . ' 

was 'Yery aeti'Ye on thi.s da.te, as was' 'the comma.nde!' . •. 

in Chl.e!' or the Combined J'leet. 
_. 

. . 
Since subordinate . - . 

• • • • 0 • - : • .. fl* :: ·• . • . • ,. -· ·. . •• .. " • ' 0 

; .. . ·. units,· such as ·destroyer d1.T1s1ons, &1r_ ~_en~ers, . and·.· ·_ -

·• ... ... 
-. .. -· 

-~e~·s -~~re ~e¥lg ~~dressed, · 1~\r~s- _b~~~i~v~d t~t : ~ -.... ~ .... 
• 0 • • •• · .... . • •• •• , • •• • • • • • • 0 ••• 

. reorga.ni.ution or naval·_ forces '·was be~-g eompleteda . . 
•• t ' . _;:• : : 0 

No. 516 '· . . . . 
' ·.:· 

· . . : .. . . ·:··· 
. ,• .· . . .. . .. 

. . . . 
-· Chief or laval General Star~ active 

· originator -to general address lists • . 
(CO:& 14-16081.2-TI) ·. 

0 ._..: ~- :· ·~ • 

·, . .. .. · :--"' . 

0 ..... . 

. .· -· · 
(Stm:nary, l6UOO, .August, lJo. 6) ,. ' '\ .. _. : .. · ~ ... . .. ' . . . ' .. . 

No. 517 

'.· . 

. ·' · ... ... ·- . . ,_.t• .... -:- .. · .. .. . ~ 
0 ~ ••• 

.... . 

~ 

· . . . "' · 

• . • ' •·• t . ·- . 

· . ... ·-. . 
_. . :' ·: 

·. 

. .. ... ~ 
• • 0 • • .:.~~- • • •• .. : • • 

·~:.._.. .. .. - . ·.· . 
. ··.·- . ' -~ _.· . ~·~ ... . :"! ·· . • . - ~ 

. ... . ~- ·· •. • '-· - · .· . • ~ .. ... · .. -;-r; 
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fleet was also much concerned with this change; aa 

was the communication Offiaer of the Twenty-thir~ 

Base Forc•t 

No, 518 

Volume ·or traffic originated by Com
munication Section Tokyo suggests further 
changes to existing Communication Systems. 
(COM 14-162132-TI) (Summary, 1706001 
£ugus~, !io• .4) · . 

'No, 519 

Communication Officer CO~INED FLEET 
.originated short serial 795 on 

12 August to COMBll1ED FLEETS less un1cent, 
but probable So~th~es~ern Area 7leets, 
infos Unident an~ Co~unication 
Section Tokyo. This message has been on 
the air several times daily ever ~ince and 
may be important Colll!!IUilication Order. .. 
(GT #676-(JPl~AV 161830-TI) 
(Snomary1 161.4001 .August, lio. 5) 

No. 520 

FROMs 

TO t 

14 .August/lSlO 
23RD BASE FORCE Communication 

Officer 
._ • ~CillC COMBINED FLEET) 

~ CinC 1ST FLEET) . · · 
\ CinC 8TH FLEET) 

Tokyo Radio 
Pelao Radio 

·. . ' 
: <f' ,.. . ... : 

..... · .. -
. ' .: ...... -:'.~ :~ 
. . ..· '~-.~· 

0 •' ": .. . . . 
0 c • •• 

t . .; 
• :: 
: . , 

·. ~ j ... i 
I 

l 
t 

1 

Comdr 11TH AIR FLEET 
8TR BASE FORCE 
Singap~re Radio .~· 

434 . : 

' l . : · 
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Possibly communication arrangements 
for units moving into Rabaul Area via 
Palao. (CO~ 14-162148-TI) 

It was remarked: 

The 23rd BASE FORCE has not been 
-placed here • . 8TH BASE FORCE is believed 
in Ra.baul Area. 
(S~ry, 170600 1 August, No. 5') 

. 
Enemy radio intelligence traffic from :aluit, 

Truk and Rabaul was Tery light on this day though 

the Fifth Air ~ttack Force was quite busy. Increased 

activity between units of the Third Flee·t ·at Ya.kassar 

and Ambon and t he Eighth Fleet was also noticect 

No. 521 
I 

R.~. traffic !rom Jaluit, Truk and 
Rabaul still light, however 5TH AIR ATTACK 

.origibates report to large list addre5sees 
including 1ST AIR FLEET and 2ND FLEET CillCS. 
(COM 14-160736-TI). · 
(Summary, 1614001 Augu_st, No • . 15} 

No. 526 

Liaison between 3RD FLEET Units at 
Yakassar and Ambon and 8TH FLEET increas-
ing. (COM 14-162148-TI) . 
(Summa.ry, 170600, August; -No • . 61) . 

435 
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traffic analysis disclosed that the Co~anaer 

in Chief o! the second Fleet was concentrating un~ts 

1n the Saipan ~rea. "It was anticipated that his 
-

!leet would move southwards to Truk within the Tery 

near !uture~ 
0. ~ 

~ . -

Saipan Radio .Active handling traffic · 
addressed CIN( /C 2ND FLEET,)BAGURO . . 1 
and . . 7 S .UPr.RON ll • Also worka 
DD apparently in company MARU 
· - ~ · Commander (Identified as· 
a SPECI.AL LANDillG FORCE) is aboard .. .. , 
Eviaence points toward CI.NC 211D concentra t-
1ng units Saipen Area prior ~aking eny · _ 
further move present associa t i on wi t h uni t s 
1n Southeast. (COM 14-160736-'l'I) . · · ." . · · 

It was pointed out• . ' . .. 
' is identified as the CITIYODA. 

' is identified as KDU.I !URU and on ·. ~ :, · 
15 August appeared by T.I. to · be in Saipan 
Communication zone bound for Tr"Jk. . . . 

I • • is ident ified as Flagship o! DESDIV 29. ·. · . . . ~. 
( SU!lll:lary 1 161400, August~ No. 1~) . · · . · ,. 

Truk · called 
cover· callY tor delivery message 
~iD · at 2138, 16 'August. 
(GT #677-QPH..\V-162340-TI) . -; 

' . • ~ • 0 

... ., .· 

· .. . . . 

.. . . 
.· .. . 

. . 

(general :· . . · 
to Cine · ·· 

·. ..~.. , . 

·. . ·.· . 
• ' r • : ~ • • --: • •• 

.· . 4 3$. .: ~--: .. · 

.. 
4 • 

'·· .... . , .. 
..; 

. ... . 
. : .•. . ~ 

. :. 
. . ·, . ··. ... 

::::iiil------------~-------- . ~.....__~_......__ __ _.... __ _..~...-w~.o..l 
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Xo •. '21.. (Cont.) 

It wa.s stated: 

On August 16 Saipan Radio was active 
handling traffic addressed to Cine 2ND. 
(8ummar7, 170600, ~ugust, Bo. 27) 

Chie! of Sta!f CO~INED FLEET 
\ addressed Chief of Staff kTH 

.~ ~o Chiefs. of Sta.ff 21fD • , 
1ST AIR J SUB FORCE .• • 
11TH .uR . _ . ~ 8TH . --.,. ~ 'rruk. 
Base .. ·, Truk Barbormaster . ,., 
and Baval General Starr. This message 
coula be a movement report although soce
what long (38 groups). Kessages to Truk 
Harbormaster almost invariably deal with 
movements to Truk or with anchorage assign- · 
aents, locations o! anchorages, etc. So, 
while there is yet nothing to substantiate 
any movecen t by CinC C01!.BINED 1 this may 
deal ~~th prel~inary arrangement s for 
berthing heavy, or numerous vessels. ~ 
indications point. to concentration o! 2ND . 
FLEET Units at Truk.· . 
(GT #682-0PNAV-l62355~TI) . . .. 

· {Summary, 1706001 August, Ho. 30) 

A sp~cial warning was given when traffic 

analysis revealed that the commander in Chief o! the 

Fourth Fleet was receiving traffic via Jaluit. Asso

ciations between the Fourth and Second Fleets, which 

. .. . 
·· .. 437 
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' . 
· were -en route to truk~ were watched with interest 

. 
s~e these might possibly toreeast future joint 

operations on the p&rt or these organizations• 

0! special note which bears further 
watching is one routing -where CINC 4TH 
FLEET traffic routed to Jaluit !or de~1very. 
(COM 14-160812-TI) -. 
{Su:nmary1 161400~ .lugust, llo. 16) 

.· 

llo. 527 

· communication~tficer 4TH FLEET 
- addressed Co~unication Officer 2ND 

FLEET . · ·- ' in short despatch originated 
at 1635 and del1vered by Tr~~ at 1757, 16 
.lugust. (GT #68o-oPNAY-162350-Tl) 

It was obserTeds 
. . 

!I on 16 August stated Saipan Radio 
active han~ing traffic addressed CinC 2ND 
P"LEET. Possibly Comm Officer not 1D com- · · · 
pany but 1!' he be1 progress South of Cine ... 
~'iD appears progressing rapidly. . . . 
(Summary, 1706001 .lugust, No. 28) 

FROM: 
TO a 

.. 
(neet Unit) 

Saipan Radio 
'rruk Radio 
CINC 4TH · FLEET 

, : _, . .. 
: ,• I 

.. . .. .· 
·.:··· 

.· . . ,. . .• 
• I 

Aug. 16/000~ 

. ,_ 

.. · . 

.. 

.· 

. .. 



ORIGINAL 
l December 19.4,.4. 

AUGUST 16 . 1942 (Continu.d) 

!his was a pre-movement ~eport. 
(co~ 14 l6Zl42-TI) 
(S~ry, 1706001 August, Jo. · 26) . 

. The interception arid decipherment o! :apanese 
. . . .. 

' 
operational massage~ had orten ·proTed· to be of great , 
value to United States nsval !orcas. Inforcation 

obtoined !rom these dispatches eould not have been 

acquired in any other !ashion. Even espionage, which 
. 

Tery frequently is o! value in indicating potent~al 

trends, could not have obtained with the ~ame facility . -
the complete details which were made available by t~ 

interception o! the enemy's most sec~et dispatches~ 

J.n indica. tion o! this rlll be found 1n some or the · . . .. 
0 • , • ... 0 • 

• · ' 0 • • • 

succeeding messages.· · · . . ·'. ' 
• ~ . .. . 0 • • . ... . 

.• ... . . 
.. - ~ .. -.. . 

. . ·-. . '· .. . 

It w1l.l be noticed that there are many gap~ .· · : 

1n the dispatches, but even with these deficiencies' 
... . . : 

th~ existence of the enemyls plans for ~ attack was 

revealed. It was learned that the Co~ander or· the --. 
Dutch East Indies Force was to operate in the Outer 

South Seas. under the jurisdiction of the Co~~der 1n 

0 •• ' 

. .. ·-. ·. : 

..... , .. 
. · ~ . . 

1 
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QP..IGIRAL 
l December 19~ 

AUGUST 16. 1942 (Continued) 

.. 
Chie!' o! the Eighth J'1eet~ . The princil)al ·.rapanese 

object1Te at this time was the recapture and defense 

of Guadalcanal and Tulagi~ · 

No. 529 

.. #87i'• 'J.ng~- (?) 
) (Comdr. DEI FORCE) · . 

From Com:nander DEI FORCE1 OP Order · 
#30 {Part 1). This FORCE has been assigned . 
to the OUTER SOUTH SEAS 70RCE. The . 
Unit wi~ load at Base 10 ~ch as 
needed and operate ~~der CIHC 8TH FLEET. 
(Part 2). The same Unit is detached from 
the DEFENSE FORCE. .(CO~ 14-160726-DI) 
{Sum=ary, 1614001 August, No. 24) 

No. 5 30 

#23.9 l4 August 1942 : 
YRO!!: 

.· .. . . . 

.·. .. 

TO ~ 
0\a.baul) ' . 

. .. COM.BDiED FLEET) .. · ... . . . ._ . 
Naval General Staff) · . ·-__ .. ··. · . : · . . .-._ 
DESRON 2) . . . .. .... · . . · .. I 

- ·. OUTER SOUTH SEAS JI'ORCB) . .. 
. DESDIV .4) . . . . .. , .. ·. · . 
' DESDIV 17) . · . ·. . . .: - ~ · .. · 

· I NFO! }Chief of Sta!t SUBYORCE) , 
\Chie! of Staff 4TH FLEET) 

. - . 
·: Contains details of . projected operations 

. against RXI and RXB. Not very readable but 
we get following: 

··: 

FroLI: Chief ot Staff 8TH FLEET. OUTER SOUTH 
SEAS FORCE and .BASE AIR FORCE wil l cooperate 

•. . . . 
< • • . . . . · ~ . ; 

., . 

.··· ..... 

.· . ... .... . : ... ' . . 

( 



OP.IGIN~ 
l Dece:ber 1944 

AUGUST i6, 1942 (Continued) 

J!o• '30 (Cont.) 

with Army 1n putting a De!ense (?) force 
into RXI and some other acticn concerning 
rom and Base or Bases 1n RXB area. CRUDIV 
6 w11l depart RO on 17th apparently with 
mission of supporting Defense (?) Force by 
at ta cki.n g enemy ve sse 1 s. DESRON 2 and BASE 
.UR FORCE, under command of CO~SRON 21 
will do something or other apparently 1n 
connection with a convoy leaving Truk (?) · 
at 0600 on (blank) date and arriTing at 
(blank) point at 1830 on 21st. Unrecovered 
Unit , ; DESDIV 4 less Second section, 
and DESDIV 17 are to join (?) the ~ DE-
1fACB.!!ENT leaving Truk a.t (blank) hours on · 
lSth and accompany (?) to RXl (date of 18th 
is mentioned 1n connection latter operation 
but unable to det.ert!line whether this is 
date or arrival at RXI or some intermediate 
point). (Blanks) conduct reconnaissance o! 
RY~ with Seaplanes operating !rom G1zo {?) 
Island. · 

It was noticed: 

Uany blanks 1n text o! above make· 1 t . 
impossible to be positive concerning details · 
but can be no doubt as to general intentions. 
Kany messages have been· sent same addressees 
as above 1n new code. This might be amplify
ing or changing directives contained in · . 
above. (GZ #2512-0PNAV-16200Q-DI) (MEllO · .. 
#16-1) . . . : : . . .: . . . . .. ·- · 

. . . ·.. . . 
. 

Identifications of above place desig
- na tors ares 

RXI is believed Guadalcanal. 
RXB is bel~eved .Tulag1. 

441 
· .. . . .. .. .. .. . . .. . 

· . . ·. 
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OF.IGINAL 
.l December 1944 

AUGUST 16, 1946 {Continua~) 

No. 5JO (Cont.) 

RO is questionable XaTieng. 
Gizo Island is 08-05 s, lS6-50 1. 

(Summary, 170600, August, No. 43) . 

. . 
Close cooperation between J~~anese forces on 

Guadalcanal Island and units of the Fourth neet. 

~ere indicated by o~erational messages !rom tha 

Island which were re-tran~tted by Truk' 

No. 531 
.. 

identified as Base on Guadal
canal, originated 2 Yost Urgent Operational 
Codes at 1200 (or 22oor-16 A~st. Best 
estimated position 10 51 159° E • . 
(GT #678-0PNAY-162345-TI) . .· 
(SUill:lary1 170600 1 August, lfo. 44) ·. 

No, 532 . . 
.. . : 

... 
Between 1900 zmd 2100 o~ tbe 16th, .. 

Guadalcanal Air Base originated . 
several despatches which were broadcast by 
Truk to 4TH FLEE~ (CO~ 14 162142-TI) · 
(Sum:1ary1 1706001 August, No. 45) · 

-. . 
Cruiser Division Six was still active in the 

• . 

. . . .. 

Kavieng-Rabaul area and was responsible !or escorting 

most of -the convoys in. this regiona 

·. 442 . 
. . . . . ·. 

-· 



ORIGINAL 
l December 1944 

AUGUST 16, 1942 (Contiriued) 

Ro. 533 

7ROYJ 
TO a 
INFOz 

7RO!Iz 

·. #27J . lS00/14/ Aug. 

~
Inde~inite Cover Call) 
Armed Guarc aboard a Y.ARU) 

~ Sta!~ Comm. O~~icer, 4TH . 
l'LEET) . . . . . 

'(stat! Comm. O!fic~r, ·sTR 
FLEET) , .· : ·· 

(Staff Comm: Officer, 8TH 
BASE FORCE, Rabaul) 

Staff CRUDIV 6. . · 

ID accordance with 8TH FLEET SlLS #(242) · · 
we are leaving RO (MEUE Offing) for Opera- _ 
tions at l400 on the 16th. ·Please info~ 
concerning (whereabouts or 8TH Convoy)* 
•Translators Note& not entirely certain 

of this. (GZ #2506-QPNAV 160135-DI) 

It was commenteds 
. . 

RO is tentatively ~avieng. Keue Off
ing is possible at, or near, Kowe Harbor, 
New Brit ain Island, 06-14 South, 149-32 · 
East. CRUDIV 6 was evidently in RO Area . 

· for purpose of refueling. · . : · · 
·(sum:narr, l?06oo, Aug~t, tio. ~6) · :- · · ·, 

· . . , ...... . . . . . ... ' . .; .. ~ . . . . .. : .• .. . . . . :· ~ . .: . '-.... . 
. . 

_ · serial 2741 -addressed TOYOTAKE 
KARU and Staff communication Officer 8TH 
FLEET From Sta!! o! (CRUDIV 6 or 8TH 
FLEETt?)) 1 (al~eady passed ~o ·CRUDIV 6) · 
reference . . message 1'141 (about) • 
Please arrange that this Forcels duty 

.will be completed{?) at Rabaul on about the 
23rd. . (BEL 160235-DI) . . . 

• l 

.:. . .. . ~ •·. . . · .: 

. . 
• . .. · 

. ·. .. . · . 

. :. ·· : .. ·~.· .... . . .· . . 

· .. ._... .. '· . . . 
. . . ·.:-~ · .. .. 

. . ·: .. · . .. 

. · . 

. . . 

''l43 . 

• ••••. • l 

.' 

~ 
l 

: I 
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Oni GI Nb.L 
1 Dece!llber 1944 

AUGUST 16, 19L2 (Continued) 

:io, 534 (Cont.) 

It was indicated! 

TOYOTAKE KARO not listed 1n Lloyds or 
other lists available to 20-G. 
(Su:mary1 161400~ ~ugust, No. 27) 

. . 
!hough Cruiser Division Seven, · together with 

. . 
Destroyer Division Two and the KAGU ~u, was thought 

to be en route to join the Second Fleet in the vicin

ity of !ruk, the possib111ty existed that Cruiser 

Divisions SeTen and Eight were going to rendezvous 

with the First Air Fleet near Saip~: 

lio. 5 35 

Possibilities o! CRUDIVS 7 and 8 
effecting rende:vous w1. th 1ST AIR FLEET ill 
Saipan .Are~. exists. (CO~ 14 162142-TI) 

·It was noted: 

· CRUDIV 8 ·was'.last hea~d Aug'. 11th 1n 
Empire Waters. Both CRUDIV 7 and CRUDIV 8 
have been associated in traffic with the 
1ST AIR FLEET. However, CRUDIV 7 along 
with DESDIV 2, KAGU KA-~U, and . ~~identified 

w~re ordered by CINC CO~BINED FLEET 
Serial 742 on Aug. 9th, to •join the 2ND 
FLEET• and they appear to be enroute to 
Truk to make this rendezvous w1 th the 2ND 
FLEET. (Summary, 170600 1 A~ust, No. 16) 

... .. ·, 444 

··~ 
·. • 

' • 

. . .. 



; 
; ~ OP.I GINAL 

· 1 D&cember 19,4..4 

AUGUST 16. 1942 (Continued) 

Jio. 5:36 

FROM% 
ro ·• 
INFOt 

14 .August/07.56 
Concealed originator · . 

. ~CO~CRUDIV 7) . . · 
, DESDIV) . · -· · · . 

.. \ Cbie:f of Staff 2ND FLEET) 
' Chief of Staff 4TH FLEET) 

_' Truk B..ar'l?or )taster) · . 
. . 

Further associations line COMCRUDIV 7 
with 1ST AIR FLEET MABUS ( . ) 
which are now apparently enroute ·to !ruk. 
This may indicate that CO?ICRUDIY 7 and DEB- · .· 
DIV are proceeding to Truk anC. may 
rendezvous with Cine 2ND FLEET in -th.a t Area. 
DESDIV ' is apparently 1n the Makassar/ 
Palao Area and was action addressee of two 
despatch~s ~roo Staff Co~. Officer MAKASSAR 
BASE FORCE at 15101 14th. 
(BEL 1 60755-TI) 

• • d It was declared: 

. This message has the same heading as 
I • 

one previously reported in RI St:.!!lm2.ry ·. . - ·· ·· · 
160600/Q August, page 13 1 item 43 which _has . 
the dat e -and time group 15/0750 Nu:nber 6 .- . . · 
and believe -it is the same message with dit'- .: · 
!erences in time date and ~umber a matter 
of interpretation. 
(Su:n:nary, 1706001 August1 No. ~9) .· . 

, ~ ... 
- . . 
. ;, 
. ·"· 

No. S37 · · ... 
.. "\ : ' ., . . - /.. ' . 

Unidentified· originator under Rabaul · · ·. < 
cover 15/150:3 addressed COUSUBRON 7, COM-
DESRON 2 1 COUDESpiV ; information 
CinCs C01tBIN"ED and 11TH ..UR FLEETS, pl'I.:.S 

. · . 
'·. 

. ' 

.. .. 
·. ·:4 4 5 . - · . . · . . . . 

· .. , 

( . .. 
/ · -
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ORIGINAL . 
l December 19~ 

AUGUST 16, 1942 (Continued) 

llo, 537 (Cont.) 

laval General Stat~. (COK l4-l608~Tl) 

· It waa mentionedJ 

'is identified DESDIV 4 and by 
TI was between Truk and Rabaul August 1St~ 
COllDESRON 2 continued in eom:nunication rlth ·. 
Saipan 15 August. 
(Spmmary# 1706001 August, No. 60) 

. . 
Chie! of Starr PHILIPPINE FLEET (1URtl' 

704) addressed cqYCRUDIV. 7, COMDESROH 3, 
Info Davao Base :and Davao Branch 
103 ~ilitary Stores Depot . . at 10001 
l6th, substantiating trip !rom Xacassar and 
Celebes Sea to Yandate ATea. · 
(GT #677-0PNAV-162340-TI) .· 
(Su.m.r:ary1 1706001 August, lio. 62) · 

_; . .. . 

. : 

... . .. . . 

.· 

lio. '32 . .. ·.· ·:,:-- ':_ ···.·.:.·· . . . . 
. . ~ . .. . . , . . . 

. . : . : .:. : · • • ! .... : · .·_ . . is J.\~st/16oo . ·: ~ 
.. J'RO~: (In 3RD l'LEET AREA re~ently) 
~0 1 CinC 81'H FLEET . . . : 

. !okyo lLovementi .. 
. CinC COl.iBDlED . · . ,: 

. ·. COMDESROU 3 
.. . 8TH BASE FORCE . · · · : 

. ·. COUDESDIV RISE it · · .. · . ·.. . 
. . . 

. ·· . '!'hi~ was a movement report ... 
(COli 14-162148-TI) . . . . 

' 

~ . 
• . .. . · .. • .. 

.. . . • 0 • • 

' - . . ·, 
\ • 0 • • 

. . . 

· .. · . 

. . . 

.· 

. .. ·· .· 

·' . ' ... _ .. ~ ... - ~ . . 

. . 

. ·· . . . : · .. 

· ~ ... . 

..._ ·.··: 

.. . 446 . · . 
·'. 
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ORIGU~ AL 
l December 1944 

AUGUST 16,· 1942 (Continued) 

!o. 5 39 (Cont.) 

It was remarkeda 

~h11! was previously noted 1Il Rl Su:n
mary 161400/Q August, page 111 item 30 1 and 
indicated this ahip enroute to Rabaul pos-
sibly trom East Indies. . · 
(Summary, 1706001 August, !o. '3) 

The Co!:Im.a.Ilder of Destroyer Squadron Two 1 who 

had been en route !rom Yokosuka1 announced his ar

rival at Truk on August 15. Thence he set out tor 

Rabaul. The associations noticed in the headings o! 

his dis~atches led to the supposition t~~t the ATAGO 

·was the flagship of the Second Fleets 

Ho. ~ 1..0 

At 1000 1 llth. concealed originator · 
addressed station serial 

·to the ATAGO . ,·Tokyo, Yokosuka 1 
Chichijima1 6aipan and Truk • . Comparison 
of serial numbers disclosed originator to . . 
be COlo!DESRON 2 : : 1 apparently report- · . ·. 
1ng s.h.ift of communication zones while en- ·. 
route from Yokosuka to Truk. At 1320, . · 
15th, (no originator serial number). a des- ·. · 
patch bearing and 

· emanating from ~~ wes addre~sed for action 
CD~CS COJ!BI~ED .. , 2ND . and 
8TH • ·FLEETS1 Kure Co!!l!!landant •. 

and Movement Report Office _ J 

I • 

447 

·. , 
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O!iiGINAL 
1 Decembe:- 194.4 · 

. AUGUST 16, 19.42 (Continued) 

.. n_o,~5..-.4-.0 {Cont.) 

. · . . 
. '· ·· i 

J 
.j .. . ~ 

... .. :· ~--~ .... _ ·. ·J 
• I 

•• , · 1 

- . ~ I 
information to .lll OUTSIDE SOUTHERN FORCE : . . .. 1 

Com.:na.nders '.plus Chiefs or Starr · · · .: -:·: ·. ·1 
spBFORCE . • • ;1 &nd uTa .uR FLEET · I • •• ··_: · . ~- · _.-; • • 3 

• This appears to be COl:IDESRON 2 report · · ·_- ~· ·: ·: .. ·4 
o! arriva:l at Truk. At 0500, '16th, con- · . · :. :·:;· · -"j 
cealed originator or an encoded Com::nux:;ica- ;> . · 
tion Zone report addressed the AUGO · : . .'. :.. · · ·. ···.' ·: '•:, .. · 
· · CHOKA.I · ' Truk · · ' Rabaul · · ' , .· ' 

~ . • • J • I 
and Tokyo ~. Station serial . 

indicates originator to be COKDESROH 2. ' . ~ . . 
This Command is apparently enroute !rom · 
!ruk to ~a bau.l. . 

7orego1ng despatch .headings suggest 
.ATAGO as 7lagsh1p 2ND FLEET. Saipan Radio 
continued to deliver traffic to CINC ZND 
FLEET · . , on 5375 during the evening 
of lSth. Saipan also called co:iDESRON ~ 

.. on this frequency • 
. {BEL 160725-TI) (Summary 1 l6J...400 1 August , 
lio. 12) 

No, 541 
:.~ .· . . 

, , 
..... . 
~ . 

. ·. . ~ 
~ ... ·. . . 

.. . . -
. . . 
" ..... ... . 

·~ , . .; . . 

. . . .... . 
~ . . , ., ; .· 

. . CO!!DESRON 2 apparently enroute Rabaui· . : ·· .·: ; .• .. ·. 
but not there ye:t.. (C01l 14-162148-TI) : ·. · · . ,: -.~ :· ··: . ~.:. _-·,· . :· 

.. -~ .. • • • • .. 4 • .. • , ·:~~: , · .. _:- ~· • • • 

It was· pointed out1 ; . . . :. : ·. 
··.· : .. ;. : .... . ,:· __ j . ':. · ..... . : 

TI on 16 August iJldica t 'ed CO~ESRON 2 ·. :.. , .. _- · ·. 

No. 51.2 

apparently enroute Truk to Rabaul. 
(S~ry, _170600, August, No • . ·so) 

.··. 

•. 
: . 7 •• 

·.- .- ~: .. 
·- . ..~ -. . . . 

... ' .. ': ;-: 
.· . . '·· ' : ' : ' 
... . . . . ·. · . 

• • • • • • • • • ·: . .. 0 

At 162), 16 ·August/ Truk relays to · · · · · . 
Rabaul for delivery to Communication Officer . ·. :· :·.-.- ... · . . . . 

• 0 . ... .. · . :-- - ~=._; .. .. . 

. ' -~. 4 4 8 . . : .. : 
. . . .... . · 

. . · . ... : . 
. . . . -.: · .. :. ; :: . · .... 

.... .. .. 
. . , . - .. -.. 

. •· . :---~··:: .• ·~ ..... ----------. --·-- .. ---- __ _. ____ .._.:_.....__. ____ _.... __ ......... --..-..-~ ....... ~ 



ORIGINAL 
l Decet::lber 1944 

AUGUST 16, 19L2 (Continued) 

Ho. 542 (Cont.) 

DESRON 2 
162355-TI)" 

It was stateC.: 

·• (GT #683-0PNAV-

On 16 August TI indicated COUDESRON 2 
apparently enroute Truk to Rabaul. 
(Summary, 170600# August, No. 49) 

:No, 543 

5TH AIR ATTACK includes COMDESRON 2 
. 1n reports, 15-16 August. So 

• rar there is no indication of what Forces 
are w1 th CinC 2ND FLEET except COI:a!DESRON 2. 
{GT #678-QPNAV-162345-TI) 

It was observed: 

At 2200, 15 August Saipan continued in 
communication with COMDESRON 2. 
(S~ry, 170600, August, He. 24) 

There were no indications of the other forces 

which were presumed to be w1 th the Commander in Chief 

of the Second Fleet, though a unit belonging to a 

diVision o~ Destroyer Squadron Three reported its ar

rival 1n Truk. Destroyer Squadron Three had been 

associated with Cruiser Division Seven, now on its 

way to Rabaul, but it was not certaiD that Destroyer 

449 
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ORIGINAL 
l December 19.44 

AUCUST 16* 1942 (Continued) 

. . 
Squadron ~b.ree was .a.cco.mpanying Cruiser Divisi~ . . 

No. 544 

· Concealed originator , mess~ge 
. Aug. 15/0750 NR 6, action CO:!CRUDIV 7 

. ', CO!IDESDIV. . . ·: 1nf'~ CofS 2ND .. · . · 
FLEET . t 4~H FLEEf' . and 
Truk Harbormaster , evidently re
port arrival Truk or destroyer 1n DESDIY 
liONU 1:• (GT #665-0PNAV l6004D-TI) . . · 

It was not1cedi 

is a DESDIV of DESRON 3. ·DESRON 
3 has been associated with CRUDIV 7 and 
Dutch East Indies. It is not clear whether. 

·· DESRON 3 is or is not enroute Rabaul via 
Truk rl th CRUDIV 7 • 

· {S~ry, 160600, ~ugus~, Ho. 43) . , · 

. . 
. ' .· :· .' ~ 

... _ . . · · .. 
.. . . 
. .~ ... • . 

. . -.' 

.·. ~ 

~. 

. . . ·. 

. . l 

It ~as evident that the enemy ·was builqing up 
. . ·. ; 

his . destroyer· · strength :in · the SoloQons.-· Among ~l;le ~ ·.: ' ... ·· 
.· . . . ·, 

destroyer commanders and units noticed en route to 

or tn. the Truk-Rabaul area ·were the following& the 
... 

. . . . - . . 
Commander of D~stroyer Sq~dron Four, ·and a com-

. . 
mander or one ·or his subordinate destroyer divisionsj 

Destroyer Division Thirty; t~o units of Destroyer 

Squadro~ ThreeJ the Co~ande~ or Destroyer Division 

. ·.. · ' . . , .... . .. , 
• •• - .. · • ! 

.• 450 . . ... ··.: . . · . . 
. . , .. . 
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Q'RIGINAL 
l D~c~ber 1944 

AUGUST 16, 1946 (Continued) 

7our; Destroyer Division Seventeen; and one unit each 

o! Destroyer Divisions Sixteen and Twenty-ninea 

Saipan at lS2Q, 16 August relayed · 
message !rom YURA • . ·~· F/S DESRON 4. 
to !ruk !or deliTery to CiiiC 2liD J'LEET 

_ ·• COl:lDESRON 4 . . and COMDESDIV 
1n DESROH 4. Hot clear what ship 

COKDESRbH 4 is in. {GT #679-0PNAV 161830-
TI) (S~ry, 1614001 Augu;t1 Bo. ~) 

I ,. 

No. '4.6 

• 

7RO~t . #36; 
TO .a ·8TH FLEET 

Partly readable. This Force 1 s Oper~- ~- ·: 
tion Schedule. 

1. · · -· depart Sasebo. On morn-
ing ef 19th arrive rruk, (After fueling and 
replenishment (?)) depart Truk arriTing . 

• •• 6 

:· . 

RabaUl on 21st about time. · · 
· .. (BEL 161.145-DI) . -- ;' -· 

. . • 
,,, . I . •. 

'It was co~ented: 

• believed DESDIV 30. Seria.f 364 
- from same originator stated, "This Division · ' 
less at 1200 left Sasebo !or RR 

No. 51..7 

(RabGul) _via PT (Truk)a. 
(Summary, 170600, August, No. 59) "'- . .. ·. 

· .. 
At 1600, 15th, destroyer . of DEs~ · · 

RON 31 _originated serial #34, - the routing 

. . . 
. ' . 

-. · . . . : 45_1 

I .._ 

.. 
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ORI GDiAL -~ -~ 
l December 1944 · . · --~~ -

~UGUST 16, 194,6 . (Continued) 

No, '47 (Cont~) 

of which indi~ates that ship to be enrout e 
to Rabaul possibly ~rom East Indies. 
(BEL 160725-TI) 

. (Summary, 161400~ August, :Jo. ;;o) 

!o. 54.8 

No. 549 

CO~ESDIV \in DESRON 3 ad-
dressed Truk Base ~ .. . , CinC COl:!BIHED 

lST AIR FLEET 1n!o . . I . . . . . . • I • 
CO~DESRON 3 . . J CO::.lCRUDIV 7 

• Appears this DESDIV wil l j o1n the 
Forces now headed for Truk. 
(GT #677-0PNAV-162345-TI) 

It was indicatedl 

On .August 6 COMDESDIV of DESEON 
3 wa s believed by TI in Saigon Area~ 
(Sumcary1 l70600, ·August, Ho. 38) 

; . 

COaDESDIV 4 and Destroyers 
·and were between Truk and 

RabaUl at 1640 1 .Aug. 15th.. . . 
(GT # 665-0PNAV 160040-TI) . "' . 

It was noted: 

These units were reported as being 1n 
Rabaul Area by Belconnen on Augr 14th. 
(Summary, 1606001 ,August~ No • . 91) 

.. 

... 

. . ' . ' 

, .. . ·-

' . 

.· 

.- '•: 
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ORIGINAL 
·1 Dece:nber i944 

~UGUST 16, 19~2 (~ontinu.d) 

. ' 

Rabaul transmits to Truk ~or delivery 
to COUDESDIV 4 · . . , ' ~t l6oo, 16th in-
dicating this DESDIV not yet ill Rabaul Zone. 
(GT #682-QPNAV-l623SS-TI) 

. -
It was declareds . 

TI on AUo~t . lS stated COMDESDIV 4 
· · was between Truk and Rabaul at 

1640. {S~ry, 1706001 August, Bo. 31) 

l!o. 551 

FR01is 
roa 

#4~9 1120/8 August 
COlADESDIV 17) · 
Cine, 8TH FLEET) 
CinC, FIRST AIR FLEET) 
CinC, COMEDIED FLEET) 
COlLDESRON 10) 
Comdr. 8TH BASE FORCE, 
Rabaul) · 

(Comdr. 4TH BASE FORCE, 
Truk) 

(UARU) 
. . · . . ·. :·· 

. This ·divis1on, :·less ISOKAZE(?), de- . 
parts Kure !or RR Tia PT at on • 
{GZ #2,0J.-OPNAY 1.60125-DI) · . ;.......,-

:. . ' . . ·.. . ·. . . . 
It was ment1on~d& ·.· · .-· 

. · PT is Truk. RR is Rabaul • . On 14 

. . . - .. 

.' J.ugust COl.iDESDIV ·17 reported hi.s arrival at 
!ruk. On 12 J.ugust this division had re
ported his anticipated arrival at P.abaul at 
1500, August 17th. · 
(Summary, _1606001 August, ~o. 8~) 

. . . · 
. , . 

. . . 

I 

.J 
1 
! .. 

.. 
.. .. : • h~ 

.. . 
0 ... 

., . ,·. ·. "' 
·""-. 

.. . 
. . . . 

. .· ' . . .. , 
. ·. - ; . . .. ... ~ ·. 

J 

... ·. 

~ , . ~ I 

. ·. ~ ·-:i: 
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ORIGI!UL ... 
·1 Dece.mber .1944 ·· . . 

:~ :.• .. . · . 
' •o ~-, 

: · . ..... oo • 

• • • ....... •• t 
.. .,.. o, 0 • ~ Oo '., . ' .... -~ .. ··: . . ·. • .- •. -~ . 0.·· - .• , ... o • .;( · , :::· .. • • • · ,· 

J.OGOST 16; '1942 (~~nt1nnad) , · ·:··· :. · .. >_.:· .. ~ .. >;~ ·: . .. ..... ~. 
;... • , • • • • • ••• · · _ ••• • ,:. •• •o .. . . ' •• ; _ . <I • • • ... • •• .. • . . . . L ·=· :' .• · . 

1f 
· ·~ ·2· .;. :.:~-~ ·.-· .. ;;~o , : ·,o ·. - .. ' ·. _· · ; · ; .. ' .. ·~ -. .. ~~:- · : · : : :.: .. :.;t .".' \. ·: ... : , .:·, ··~ .. 

0. ;<;< .. , .• -.. . ' . . . . - .. .. •• _: .t-· .. , ·.• ·-•.. ' . . · 0 , ; 0 !.·. ~- :.·-:_ .. ~.;~ •• ~.--.. ~-.-.-·.:~~· ~-· · .• ' :_.:._· •,. 
• .. , • :. :.. o, • ":. : • :; , • .: • - ... . : ::. • ... .. • : •• • , ? • -:.r -~ .. . . -~ -: - ... 

... : ·_: ·: _ .: .. ·Destroyer _ in ·DESDIV 16 · or1g1-·.·:; · ·. ~.: :· . ~· ~ .. ·._: · 
: .. . ·: na ted enc:1phered Zone. Oha.nge at 14001 · 1.4 ·:- · · :.-~ .:·:,.. · 

.. August -to ! ollowing1 . . .. . . . _ ... :. ;- > · ;. · · · .. · .! 

.. • . ... • -~ . .. • • 0 ~ • ;. : ·· •••• ·-~ ~ ~ • • ' ; ... -~--' ;' ~ . ~ ~-~ .. - :... • ~-- : • .. • • • .:_.-· .... l._.:_ ;: 

. ·:.·· .. ro ·. · .~ :: . ;okyo Raddi.i. )o) __ .'-·. - . ,·<·~·;; :,:~~~ ·...:f ~~:-~'· :~.--~ ··: .. ;· -:.: :·· . 
· .. .. , ... -.· ... : ... : ·; . A.ure Ra o .. . ··.·'·'.: "' - ~ . .. , .~ ·. :· ~ . . . -·· .. :·.· . 

. .' ~ :-·: .. :·!·~ ... ~ .. ~~- ·· ·- Yokosuka Radio). :=.~ .;: .. . {.' · .. :· ~-~· -; ... ~:-'"• -.:<: 
· - - · • r • Saipan Radio) · · ·~~·:. - ~-. . ·: · · .-... ·, .... .- .. '-· : .. : - -

• \ '" .,:• • • • .• ~ ' • ' I - " • • ~ .- ." • '"" ." , - • .;... '" • • ' • f 

: .. · ·~ . - ., :.· '· · Truk ·Radio) .. · .. :· .:• .. ·:: ·.~· : · ·· .. -: / , :: ' · · .. • ., · .. <. :_·,·-: ...... :::,·· .. '~ .. _·:_... I HAGA..lt!) .; . . . '! . .·• ·• • . : ,• - ~ ~' ·: - ·. . .• ' -
·- ~· ~ .: • ... ... ~ .. ' • .•. : .; _. ••• • ·. -":. ~::.· ._ .. _......_:_ .. ;.. ·:0 

.. . SHOK.AKU; ··· ·-·, & . · · - · • " · - · · • • • • • • • • • • •• 

. . ~. :~: _;::i: ,.; . ,, ' ~g~ '}_}:;::-·. ~- :~-~ ~ -,~\: ';';·_{ i: > :;~/ :: . . 
·· . ·. · -:- .: Destroyer bas been otherrlse ·.J :· • • ·• · > : .. ,. .. .. . . . . . \• . ·. 

> , . ... indica ted as probable esc:ort ror.· the two '· :·· ·. '·. :.· .. · ~ . 
.: · UJ.RUS to Southern Area. · ·: DESDIV 16 ha.s been ·· ·.· .. · :-·· · 

-. · assigned to ·DESROii 10, ~c:h has . been serT- ' : ·· .. · .: ·· -·: 
1ng w1 th ·1sT :.AIR FLEET. . The n·ormal co:n::mni-. ·: .... :: ~·· , • 

· .. c:at1on zone change is .ad~e.ssed . to ·.!la g ships .~· 
· ·. ·- . · o! c:hain o'Z command . .. ··This· r.essage- then,~ ·· · :' · ~ ~- ,~ .. -.z · · 
. · ... .-. · .. confirms NAGARA as ·Flagship D~SRON .·10, a.nd · >.' .. ~ -~· ......... :.: .. 
··: ::. · ·.indicates SHOKAKO as Fla~shii) .1ST .AIR n.EE~. · ' ~ .. ·~ · ':··: 

· . :· .". · .. · .. ·(GT. -#.6.~0-:~PUAV-1623,0-T.~) · . ~ ·. ~·.-.:-.· ·· .. :-> ·.::·~· (. :·:-_~·::~=: ·:<-· , ; : ·~ -

... '.' ~) i}~i\ ;~ ~,'d~.:;~;;;,_r~~tll J.;; ~it:::A?!t)t:'l~(]~:~ f~;5;:-d( :, ' 
... :· ·.:·.' > · ·. Yokosuk.a · ::e1ayed .tra.f:fic-· ~ci :1>a1pan·: for· ,.;, .. :.' ~~ ·> · ? 

.. .. delivery · to ·Destroy~r _at.,Qjl21 ·1s ·: . -~ _ >:.: ·: ·~· ~:·. ·. 
· · -~ · ... August. :..-.:.-_- ... .. # •• : ·: " .~ : :~ ~ . _. :

0

• t .. _:.:-. · .. ·.0 ·: · 1 ~ .'. '··:·:_-~ · · ··; ~'-:~. z~~.-.-:: ~-~:· j _·:. .. ·~~ .:·: .: 
· · . ··: . (S~ary, ;1.70600, ~ugust, Bo • . 41)·. -:--::· _ .:. ':-:-~· :-~:. : . .. ;:-- .;· ·:. 
. "' . ,_. .. , '~·:··~ .. ·.:· .·: .:._. ,.~ · ...... .. - ~ .... -..... , '· . •.. 0 :~: · ... ~ ~.:; <:- ,'~ ·:.,.: . ·-.:·: ~ .. :..0 .. · • .:..... . 

·. ::.. -;~ _; . ' .. . : :·:·:-- ~ ·.:-;.- :· : : .. . ~. ·.: ? '-:::.:-: :~-~- :-::.:·>~·.··;~_: ·; ./:f.-,.::. ,~. ··: =·=-.:.;_~.· ... ·. ;-: ---·.· 
No 3 5,l . . , . - . . .. . . . .. ... .. .. . ,... .. . . .. ,. , . . . ' •· ··- ~ . . . , . ~ .. . . . ..... . 
.. • .. ·· ... " :~;ri:_:_ - ,_..-: · ... · .. ~ ·;-. ~~, : · -_, ·~· · ~.r /\r_:.-:· ~ -_,_ .... .{ .: .. -··:-:::·< .. ·::":~ -:~ ... : -~;·;;~ .. .-. :··. ~ ·-- · 

< .• 

· ~ . · : · .··: .. .' ~ · :: ~· · MARU ··and I?estroyer .ot· ~:>. :· ·. ~- :- .. ·. ·· 
·. ·: ··; ...... · ·.: ··. ·. ·DESDIV 29 in Saip~ Zone at 2030, lQ .. . -.:. ·.·:. · ·.,. .: :· ·. ·· . . ' 
. ·. ~ · .:· . -.: . ; ~--!~gust.::.-_, (~t .. f:~77-0PNAV-16~J40~.TII. . j : -. :... .. . ~~ . · ... _ :·-.... 
. .. '.- .:~: .... =_ ... :._-... . _... . . · · .. ' :-·.::._:>::./;~~:;"-.<.' : · ·:· ! .. ~-.~··f~~:~~-:::_; __ : ·~>= · -· ~ i~ ~~ ··::.· ~~-::)•. > 

• ~ •- '··-.. ~ :·~ .• ~: 10 ·'. :: ,'._ • • ·.:;. ,I .~ 0 .... . • ' 

,• .. ~ •.,. '\ •' • •, - , I · • • ,• : . • . : 

.. . : .. ·' 

. .. 
.. 

; ~· .: • .: r .. ·.~ :·. 



QR!GINAL 
~ December ~9.4.4 

AUGUST 16 1 1942 {Continuad) 

lio. ''3 (Cont.) 

It was po~ted outa 

- . (Y.ABU) was believeci by n bOund 
!or !ruk on 11 ~ugust~ Saipan Radio was 
indicated working Destroyer · ,on 16 
August. (Summary, 1706001 ~ugust, lo. 2S) 

.. . 
.· 

Plane reinforcements Yere also being brought 

1n by t he Japanese to repel any farther American ad- . 

Tances 1n the Solomons. 7ourteen !1ghters ~d two . ~ 

. -
bom~rs from the Takao Group were moved into the 

area, and detachQents or the Yoko~ and Fourteenth 

. i-' 

.. 
• I 

. llr Groups were noted at Gasmata. The 7ourteenth Air ·. 
.! 

Group formerly had been based 1n t he KarshAlls 1 · but 

the emergency ~reated by the American attack on 

.-I 

4 

"'! _, 
I 

Tulagi and Guadalcanal had Btimulate~ Japanese air- .. . 
.. . 

craft movementst· : · : 

No, S54 

FROil: 

1'0 t 

;·· 

·.• • \ 

. . 
J . . 

.. ·. . . 

.. . 
- . . · . t . :" 

: 

l-070 1 13201 Aug • ·14 · 
' (Remaining 7orces Tak.ao 
. Group) , · . : 
· (Comdr. Omura Air Sta~ ·. 

tion) 
(Comdr.· China Air Activ

. 1ty) 

. 
0 •• • • • • 

. . . .. .. 

-.! 
. " . "'\ 

c. . : .. 
-f 
a 

. . . l 
·-. '* 

. I 
~ 
j . . . ·. -~ 

. . . -. - J 
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OP.IGINAL 
~ December l944 

· AUGUST 16, 19k2 (Continued) 

lto, 55.4 {Cont.) ·. 

INFOs 

lo, ''' · 

. .. 
(Starr Communication Offi
cer Air Group associated 
1f1 th 2ND A.IR .ATT.ACK FORCE 

(Sasebo (Navy Yard))? 

. . . ·. 

ar-

. , ... 

Detachments o! YOKOHA.Y.J. AIR GROUP 1 

;and l4TH J.IR GROUP . . . . · at Gas- . 
. mata · at 0800, 16 August. 

(GT 16SO-OPllAV-l62J5Q-!I) 

It was statech 
. . 

On 14 ~ugust routing 1nd1c~ted a D&
tacbment of YOKO~ FLYiliG BOAT S~UADRON 
• was show at · 'Tulagi. · 
(SummarY', 170600~ ' August, · No. 47) · 

• • 0 ~ ••• ... . . . • • • . . . .: . . : . . .. 
. . " . .. 

··• 

t o• '\ 1 

. ·.• .· .. 

...: . . 

.. 
. · .. ... . 

: ·. 

. ·. . .. - ~·· . ·.: . 
..~ . . 

J • .: • 

No. '56 ·:·· .· ·, · 
·. ·, . . . : ·:;· .· : .... . . .. . . .. , ' ... ... · . .. ::· . . . 
. · Detachment ·or the 14TH AIR CORPS - • · · ·. . : · ·. : 
. . . i is ShOYI"O at .Air Station . . (Gas-· . ··:· .. . · ... ... 
ma ta ?) 1n company w1 th a detachment or · : : ·:·. · -~·' . 
YOKOHAlU FLYD1G :OOAT SQUADRON ·~ . ' · -· ... · .. .,., ... · .:· . . 
(BEL 160755-T~) ·. · · ... · · . :~:- ~~:- ~ .. '· · ..• 

• • •• • • · ' • • , _ ... • • 0 • • • • • 

It was o bservedt · 
... . ... . . .. .. . . -- . . .. ·· .. .. . . 

'\ - . · .. · · . 
. . ·. · .. ·. . 

COM l4 on l6 August. ·stated Co:ndr 14!s · · > . . : .·· · . 
..... AlE GROUP enroute Rabaul wher~ a detachment · . . < ·. · :, · 

#·~· -. ·.• . . ·.· . . · _.,., .. _.·· : ._· 
. . . .·.· . .-

0 • .. • . , . . 
·. .· . .· . . .. . . 

-.· ... . .. . 0 .. .. 

.. ·, .. 
. . ... ..... :. : · ....... . . ·.·.... . . - -~· . . 

. .. , : . . 
. . ·, 

.. · ... · : 
•' . - ' . . ·. . . .: -. ··. . . , . . . .. 

. ·.·• ·~ .. .. ·- ··= 



ORIGINAL 
·1 Decamber 19<4,.4. 

AUGUST 16, 1942 (Continued) 

lfo, '56 (Cont.) 

o! his command was nqted yesterday. TI 
also noted previously detachment or KAMA 
AIR believed headed for Gasmata. 
(Summary~ i70bOO, August, Xo. 48) 

lo • . 3'7 

Routing indicates Commander 14TS AD 
GROUP enroute Eabaul where a Detachment 
his Command Yas noted yesterday. 
(COM 14-16081.2-TI) . . . · · 

It was noticed~ 

l4TH .AIR GROUP norma117 appears to be 
based in the Marshalls. . . 
(Su:m:ta:ry, 161400~ J.ugust,· lo. 29) ., .·. 

. : 

. ·. .. . . 
'\' f' : .. lli 

I ' . . ' .·.:.. 
• .,. ' ' I 

::. ~ - t.,: 
. ~ .: . .. e 

= .. . • . . . · .• : ' -~ . .< .... ~l 
. ·. -:: · .... ·1 

> . . I .· . . ·.. ~· :_ i 
. . . ::'· ~ :·:,\ .J 

·:. ·.~-~ .i' . ~> : :·t 
.. . . '; 

.. . ., -: l 
. . ., 

-- ~ 

the Commander of the :S:isaratsu Air Group was .. ·· .. _· . . ' ' .1 
located at !lareus Island on AuguSt 1S. · The presence . ~- . :~ _. '] 

. .. • .. .J 

or a commander o! a · ca-rrier plane . group, which ~as ·. : · . :_ , ;;· . . ~·:: J 
. sche~uled 'to l;;~c.eed to:. t~e- s 'outh p-~cit1~, ' n.~·-.~~~~:- <: _~:: ·~-.: ...... 

. . . \, . , . ·. . .: .. : . ·: . . . ~ .. . 
cated at Xisaratsut .. : .. ... .. .. : .'· . 

lfo. 558 

. ' 
I ~ . . 

. . . 
. •·, .... '-. ·.·· : . : .. ·: . . · T • 

. . ' 
···-· ·------ --- .;.~---

·- · . - ·· .. 
----~~---------------~----~~---
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ORIGIN!L 
1 December 1944 

AUGUST 16, ·1942 (Cont~~4) 
. 'I. •. ·.•· 

!o. 558 (Cont.) 
. ... . . . 

•'· '• .. . . 
It w•~ commentedt 

' . . 
• •• 4'· bn .Aug •. 13th, DI indicated that planes 

. o'£ the K!SARATSU AIR GROUP went to NMK ( b&
··lieved Karcus Is.) and TI indicated that tba 
. Comdr. K.ISARATSU AIR GROUP was at t.rellian. 

. On J.ug. lSth, COY l..4 says the Comdr. KISAR
ATSU .UR GROUP is indicated at Ji1s:.wa .. 

\ (Summary', 160600, August, io. 22) · 

.. . 

. . . . . 

No. 559 \ · .. ' ' . 

.. .. 

. . ·. 
:. .·. 

\ 
1826

1 
1640, .lug.· :. 9 _ ... . : ·._. · . :.: · . 

(Staff Co:nmml1cat1on O!i'i- . · ·· · ·- · ·· 
: cer - . 6TH AIR AT'!',lCK ·· · · : · ·:. 

FR01lt 
.. . 

roRCE) . .. ··- . .. .. ~ . . . ' . .. . ··· · · · •·.· 

(Guam Radio) : ·. · . . . . 
' (stat"! Cor:mru.nicat 1on Off i- · :. , · · .. 1 cer llTR J..I.P. FLEET) · · . • ·.-: .. t 

(# 5 BASE .FORCE at Saipan) .·· . . ... _. · ·· ;a 
(fJ-7 BASE FORCE at Ch1 chl.- .. ,· . . ·. -~~ . 
~~) . ~ . :;. . .. . . . . . .. : .... : ..... · .. -~~' . . : .. : ... 

. ·· 21. . type _-.i bo:nber and 2 type ~." l .. · .. : ;. _·. ':.:· . · .. ·:<_ '.-
trc.nspo!"t(?) planes of this :force {.ca.rry-_.: ::· ·· ~:· _; , , _ · · . 

. ing CO:J.DR KISARAZU J.IR GROUP) . ·r.ill · · . · .. ; ·· _, - · .. ·· ·. 
leave · Air Station at . 0700t0morrCJ'W. · · · : ·: · ·· "' · · ·~ 
the l.Oth1 · for PST. .. . . . _::_.- . . :: . -:. < : . -~ :· 

. - .. ... .· . 
· (GZ #25101- OPNAV 161620 : DI) . . ~ "·· . . . ~ . . : . ' . . . 

. :; . :· ~· _.· .. ' "" .•. _ ... 
~ . . " _.. . . .... . ·;' .. : . 

·. It was 1ndic.ate.d:.·.- .· .. . ·.:· . . _ ... :, ··;: · .. · .. :.·: · ·· . .-.· 
. . . . ~- ~ . . . . ·. : . . ' • .. ·• ·. . : . . . .. :~ .. . :-·:· ~: .. 

According to D.I. a nUI:lber of planes · :. 
o! KISARAZU AIR GROUP were to fly !rom Truk . 
to Vunakans.u on 11 August. On ~3 August S 
bombers o~ KISARAZU AIR appeared by D.I. to . 

. . · . . - .•.' 

. . -- .. ~·· :. 

·-

. ~ l • .. : • • • . .. · . 

0 ·"; • 

. , .... 
., .. 

. ' . 
. . . .• .. · .. · 

. : : . .. . -

. . ; .· . ... 
. . · . ·...... . . . . 458 . , 
. . 

I ', , • • 
.. 

. . 
. ' 

. . ..· ·. :. . . . . . .. ~ . . . ... . . · .. 
- . . . • .. . . . : . . . . . .. 

. .. 



AUGUST 16, 191.2 (Continued) 

Jo, '59 (Cont.) 

be enroute Karcus. On lS J.ugu.st, 1'.I. in
dicated COYDP. KISAP~ AIR at Yarcus. 
(S~ry, 161400, August1 No. 17) 

.. . ,...... -.. ·. 
.. . . .. ' · . . . . 

' . ~ 
.. • . . 

.. ·.• 

Comc.r • . KISARATSU ·J...IR GROUP at Yareus :_- . .. -~ .:": .· 
• . . addressed dispatch to IU1U. · .. _:· -- -- ~ ·.~-

which was relayed !rom Saipan to · . _ ' 
Truk at 2000, 16 August. Location o! YUBA . . · · ·. · 
uncertain urile ss this ship passed from Saipan · · · 
to Truk Zones between 1820 and 2000, 16th. , . 
(GT #679-0PNAV 161830-TI.) .·· .. · 
(Sum:nary, l6J.4QO, .tugust1 No. 18) . ·· : · .· . : _·_... .. ~ _ 

.. . " · 

Plane Group Commander _ 
Kisaratsu at 1500, 16 August. 
(GT #682-QPN!V-162355-TI) 

still at 

··. 

.· . 

,; .. 

It was noted! 0 • • • . . . 
.. · ·. ,,, . _...,' 

On 15 .August f~ther 1Iid1cations were.· ~ ... ;_ .. __ --:' :~ : J 

tb.a t -carrier-type plane group . cur- · · .. -. · .-. · ... ' 
rently at Kisaratsu was sched\lled to proceed · ·'' · . . 
Southern J.rea !'rom a despatch headi.ng. · ,· .. : · ... ,_ ·:·· 

No. ~62 

(Summary.; 1.706001 August, No .. . ~8) . : .. · . · ::·. ·-.. . :. 
' . .• . . . . . ... ~ . ' .. 

• , 0 • • 

. . , . . . . . ·. . ·". .. . .. . . . 

. #080 -(1/2) . 1030/1:3 .Aug • . -:.-. . . >:·:.···.'-· 
(Plane Group) : ""_ .. ·. _. . ·: . 
(Comdr, 4TB BASE l'ORCE 1 : · ·.: . '.:..: - ·. • 

TrUk) . . . · . .:· . ·_. . : .~ . . . , . .· _. .: ;.. ~·· . 
• • ~ • 4 • • .... . . 

. · .. ·' · , 
. . : ., ... ·. · " .. 

·4ss ··.::: --. ·. 
. .. .. ~ . 
. . . 

HS&W~+W#W¥¥4Bk~w:WW .. wm --t-~;J 
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AUGUST 1 6, · 1Q~2 (Continued) 

: Iio. '566 (Cont.) 

' .. 

· .. 

i. 

. ' (cors, liTH .AIP. ·FLEEr) · 

. (Comdr. 6TH AIR AT!Aet 
·-

FORCE) . . · . . 

•. :: :.~ · ~.(~~~) S~H· ~~~ FO~CE'. ·' · ·: :/~./· :.:.~.~---
\( Comdr • S TH ·AIR 'ATTACK ... . . • •.. · ·~ .~~:. 

FORCE) . .. . . ·· ...• -.,- :..~ 
'(Comdr •. 7TH B~SE fORCE, ·: -.·. ~ .:.->·· _.; .~~ 

Chichiji.::la) "-. . · _ : · ·: .. . :· -;::;; 
~Comdr. HAHA.J'Il1A AIR) .: · .. ·. · · ·· . · .. ~-

-( .~Co!S, Yokosuka) . · : · : .. ·. ·: : :.: · 
· }Co!'~, C011BINED FLEET) .: .· · "; <, :~-:-
\Comc.r. Uo.i t 1n YOKOSUU ·· :. ~ -
DEFE:;SE FORCE) · ->· ~ .; .. .-: . .. : .. . . • . . ... . .. . --. This unit Y1ll carry out· plane move- · . · 

cents as !ollowsa 3 bombers. - .: ·- - : :-: . 
fighters leave Kisar&.Z'L:. Air (Station?) on . Y >~~~ 
lst day {16th) at 0800 and arrive mm.. . · · · ' 
2nd day {17th) a t 1000 leave N'.!E and arrive . . 
PST. On :;ra day (18th) · - - - ·- - (Trans- · . _ ~ 
la tors note: - ca.m1.ot lilake out what they .... .' · ·.. · -1 
are going to do there all day). - . on 4th day· .. . . · · ··:··_.: . 
{19th) leave PST and arriye PT. · On Sth day · ·: : .. _:·.: _ .. 
(ZOth) depart PT and arrive RR a.t 1000. - · · · · · .. :· . 
Communications• : ,· - . ·· .. . , -:-, 

~ - . . ..· :... .: , !·,:-
-

• .. 

- •• · ' • · - · •• • •• :. ;.· ... ..-. : . ... : 0 • • • • - :: .. '"" . . · . .. .. :.. 
(GZ #2503-0Pl:AV 160310-DI) · . .' · . ' . .... . ·. :. ·· : '. 

. ·. . . i . ~ . . : . . •• . . •. · . '· . 0 

• • • • • • 0 . -~' • • 

= .. . • • . • ' . 

. It was· declaredt ' ::··.r_:. .·· .-, · ~. : · . ·. :. ; ·: . 
' • • • .I • • • • • •• • •• 

~ . : . 

J.lthough so !ar as we can make out," . .' ·: '· - ... 
the te:xt o! this message deals with only . · · .. · · 
one complete movement, the use or the e:x- · . : .· 
pressions Dfirst dayn, "second day• 1 etc. 1 . - ·: <· :·:--.. ·.·. 
gives the impression that the sace .movement · ·: · .. · . . ·. ·. 
is to be made by other similar small GROUPS . · ·· · 

· belon61ng ~o _PLJJ~E GROUP · · ..... 

. . .. . . .. . 

.. . 

·. •. . . . .. 
. . . . ·. · ~ . ·.,. : .: . . . .. ·:. ·.::· .......... ~· ,_ ~< ':)·>-.· :~ · ·.: .. 

' . : . ~ ·. 
. . . ; · I • 

. · " . . 

.. . . . . . . . . .. 
·- ·: . ... ·· .. .. .... .. . . . . . ... . . . ~ ' . . " : .. · .. 

.. ... . 

~ - . .... . 

. , .. . .... 
·. .4 60 ·. · . .. 

. . .. . .. .. . . . •. , : .. 

. .... 
. . . · . . 

' t. • • 

. . ·.· 
' . . 

.;: · . . . · . 
. .. . 

. . . ' 
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~ Dece~t>er 1944 

.-A~u~G--.u.:;,;;;...-;;;....1. _.1:;;.;;6;.,~,-...;;;1_9_1.,_2 ( Co:ltillued) 

1;~. 562 (Cont.) 

It was fu:ther expla.ineds 

N~ is neY. end unidentified; ~rom 
associations here it would seem to be some
where in the Boo+n Islands (possibl7 Baha- · 
jim&?). PST is Tenian ,(near Saipan). PT 
is· Truk, RR ~s Rabaul. AIR GROUP . .• !, 
probably a unit or the 6TH AIR ATTAC% :roRCZ1 
was placed at K.ISAP.AZU AIR by TI on 14 
J.U,6ust. 
(Summary1 1606001 Augu~t, ~o • . lS) 

·. 

llovement of Ail:' Unit . 'to Rabaul 
is predicted ~rom his despatch or 0710 on 

·16th, 6TH ~R ATTACK, llTH AIR FLEET, BON INS .. 
BASE FORCE , YOKOSU!U DEFENSE FORCE 
Unit . --~ . K.isara tsu Air, Enciphered 

~, ~Tli AIR .ATTACK CORPS, 
4TH BASE FORCE, 5TH BhEE FORCE, information 
to Hahajima. Air and Chief of Staff COMBINED . 
FLEET .. --·-· . • (CO}l l.4-l622J.6-TI) · :- . · ·. . · 
(Su.:nmary, l7o6oo, .Augus'!;, No. 19) ·. · ... . .. : : · 

~ . . . ' . .. . . . .. . - - . . ' 

.. 

·.·.· .· . . .. . ... ' _.· .;. 

Traf!~c · ~lysis disclosed that the Ti~st Air 

:Fleet 
, .. \ ... ·... •.· •. 

and all 3apan~se carrie~~ were obse~g radio 

silence though the Coiil!:laD.der 1n chie! of the ~irst ·:·. 

Air Fleet was ·receiving messages ·rr.om Tokyo. The 
, . 

First .Air Fleet had been reor~anized recently, but it 

was thought that ·none of the addressees ·1n two c.i.s

patches, ·numbers 566 and .5671 were a part of this ~ 
.... 

. . 
' .... , 

· .. .:: :\ ... ·· .. · ; · . .. ·. · ... 
. ;. 

. . . 

. . ·· .· ·.-· · 4 si 
: • I 



! 

I 
i 

I 
I 

!O 
• ! .F 

i .. 
~ -~ 
! 
J 

' i 
lr , 

. , 

-
ORIGDAL 
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AUGUST 16, 1942 {Continusd) 
: 

.tleet. · Com:nent was made ·concerning the disappearance ··: ~ .. · · 

o! Japanese carrier radio traffic th.at Destroyer Divi- ~: · 

sions Three and seventeen o! _Destr~yer Squad~on .Ten- .. - . 
were en route tram Truk and •ere slated to a.n-'ive at 

Rabaul on AuguSt =.i6. ·. It Yas pointed out at. th.i_s tilU 

tha't . aJ. th~ugh the Japan~ sa carriers were ~0~ : .~~o
ciated with the Rabaul area, the possibility that the ·. .. . -: ... 

destroyer movements reflected the movements. o! .the 
. . .• 

carriers should not be oTerlooked! 

.· 

Since last digest~ tra!!ie ~rom 1ST 
.AIR FLEET and Carriers has disappeared. 

. . . 

. ..... 

CDiC lST AIR FLEET reeei ving messages Tia . 
~okyo Broadcast. CARDIV 2 not addressee ~ -· 
nor seen a.s originator 1 believe however ha ·. 

. . ... . 

· will appear as addressee in RI .desp~tches · · .. ~ 
upon anticipated moveaent. 
(cou 14-160736-TI) · . .• 

. . , . .. : 
.• .' . . 

. ": . 

. {Summary, 161.400, .August, llo. l:O) · ' .( .... 
. '•.. - ; .. 

. ' . • 0 : • -~ .. 

No. 565 . ' _ . 

'· 

• .. · 

. . •. 
. . . 

. . · .. 
. .. . . 

. 1459 14 .Aug/1800 

t
Naval Secretary) · · . 
Com:nanC.ant Kure) 
Comdr 1ST AIR FLEET) 
~niden~ified) 

.· .. .. . 
. . 

• , • • • • • - • 0 

~ . . · .... 
·:. . 

! . . ·.·· 
. . 

... :· . . • .. . 0 • • • 

. . . 

: . ' . 

. ···- . . . · .· . 

• : • - :: •• ,_ • 0 

... : .. 
. . 4 62 . :· . 

.'i · .. 

.. ,, .. ; .. 
• • • 0 

· ~ 

... · ·:. ···. :. 
. .. . 

. .. 
.· 



ORIGINAL 
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AUGUST 16. 1942 (continued) 

.• . 
1i o , ' 6i (Cont.) · , 

There have been previous indications i 
that may be the thl.rd ClRDIV of re- . 

·. 

. . ... .. .. . 
• . • · , t 

organized J.ST AIR FLEET and rore going as so- ··J 
ciation ~urther suggests relative importance :J 
of this un1 t, (BEL 160755-TI) · : · · ·. ·· . . l 
{S~ary1 1706001 ~ugu~.t, N~. l3) ,. · :_ · ~ ·· ... ,- : ·i 

lio. 566 
.. ~ . . . . : .. •i 

. 
FROlh CinC 1ST AIR 7LE.ET (Ho Originator) 
TO • . . - {CJ..RDIV l) . . 

COi.ICRUDIV 8 . " . · 
COMDESROH .10 · . . . . 
Possible BATDIV . 

. (nee:t Au:d.lia.ry) .at 
Yokosuk.a 

·{Fleet Auxiliary) 
INFO a COMCRUDIV 7 

· .. (Kure Add~2s) 
(COM 14-162132-TI) 

It ~as declareds 

. co~ l4 states on 16 August, WSince last 
digest traffic from 1ST AIR FLEET and Carriers 
bas disappeared. Ci.nC 1ST AIR FLEET receiT-
ing ·messages via !okyo Broadcast. n :· · 

. · Item 171 Page 6, R.I. SUt.DU.RY 160600/Q 
August indicates DESDIV 3 is enroute South
ward, DESDIV ~7 appeared enroute !rom Truk 

. ·'· . :.: .. -

' . . . . . . . . ... . ·.• 

_ to Rab2.ul. on August 15th, and was indicated . . . . 
as arriving Rabaul on Aug. 16th. DESDIV 3 · :· ··. ~· · : ;·; · 
and DESDIV 17 are both destroyer divisions .· · . · ·: 
~f DESROH 10, which ·have been associated .'·. ···· -: .. . 
w1 th carriers ar.ti. now appear enroute Rabaul. · -.· : . 

. Although .the ~arr1ers themselves are .not 
· associated with the Rabaul Area, the possi-

. . . . . '· . -: . . . ... ·: . -:- . . 

. . . . . 

0 • ', 

.. . 

. . . . . · ... ' : . . .. 
. · ... . . · ... 

. . . . . 
• 0 •• .-

r ..... • . 

:' : • .. · .~ • 0 

.. . 
-----------------· --- ·--

. . .. .· 

. . . 
':. . ·. 

. . . 
'463 .. ': '. . . . .. 

. , f. • • 

'· 0 ~- : · _. , . · -

•• 0 .: ,,· .:.. :. 0 

• • • 0 • •• " • • # ~-. :.: ?:.:. 
• . ··"'· _:·".· r":.- ' :~~· 
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ORIGINJ..L 
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AUGUST 16 1 1942 (Continu.d) 

' : ... 0 0 

Xo. '66 ~Cont.) 

' 0 

btlity .that .the carriers may be associated · · 
with the movements o! these two division. 
should not be overlook•~ 
(Summa!Y', 170600, ,t.ugust_, JJo .. 12) . · 

FRO!lz· 
TO . a 
,INFO I 

.. #704 ·.tug. U/(?) .. :· 
DD in DESDIV 3) . : 
1ST AIR 7LEE1'' . ··. · 
BASE. FORCE at Chic~jim.a) 
4TR EASE FORCE) 
Unidentified KARU) 
4TH FLEET) . · . . . 
DD 1n DESDI'V l!:) · .. . . ·. ·. 
Unidentllied~ · · · ~ ., · 

• • 0 • 

.. 
7rom Captain ____ MAP~. it 0600 left 

!okosuka for Truk. 

It was mentioned: 
0 0 

0 0 

.· 

. ·.· . 

. Both DESDIV 3 and DESDIV 17 are be-
, lieved enroute !or ·Rabaul. .Th;is is ap- . . ·· · .-. ~· 

par en tly one o! the JU..RUS that 1 a going .. ·.: .. .. · . ~ · -.:· 
along as rar as truk • . · .. ~ ·. :· :. :. · .:- . · . · .... ' .. · , ~_:-..: .~ 
(Summary, 160600, ·.August~. lio~ 52) ·.· . . : ·, ·: : . · .... · 

• • • 0 0 • • 0 0 ' . ' :.: ' ~ 0 0 : . ~:·:· 0 ~ ': ~:~:~ •• 0 ·: - .:., : .. .': : . 0 :0 ·: 0 • . :.;~.- ,.. ~ . :·. ·~- • • •• ·= 0 

Carrier Division ~w~ . ~d not app:eared .in enemy :·. ·_. ·.·. ~ .. · ·; 
• : 0 • • • ·~ . • : . • • • ' .. • • • ~ :. • • .. • • • • •• - • : ~. • .. .. • ••• 

radio traf.fic !or so:ne time, but !'inally a bearing ·:, .. ·· .. . · ~ · · 
0 • : :·. • ~- • • :,A,. . . • . : : . . ·. . : . . • . • • . 

was · obtained whl:c·~ ~~ca.::~ -~~t .1 t( Co~an.de~ ·,:.,;a·~ .~·:_ ._.·:·· .. ·.: ·I 
transm1 tting on a · bearing of ,:300~ !rom Oahu. It was . ~-. : . , . . , 

~-- . 
noted that the RIUJO was not .in the collect1 ve eau·'·. ···:-: ·· 

~ .. :: ·:; ,'.>:.· ·-.,:~ ·.:·~~~·\:~:./.·,->/ ... : .. ·. 0 0 • : .. . 0 ·:<··· .,~· : .. : .. 0 •• •• ·~.:. • • • :· •• 

0 •• - • 0 0 • • ' : · - . -:· · •• ,, 0 • 4 64 . '· 0 0 

. . ... . . . ,· , :· · ..... : . -. . . ... . ~~. . . ..._ .. :, . .. ~-~ . . 
.. _:. _.· . . ... ~ ' '.\ •. . ·.·.. - . •' . :.. . .... :' 

I , • • •• "\ 

00

° 0 :. ) • : ~. • ·:,~• ' : ... 

0 
0 

•, • • ' ,' '.. : 0 °:. • ' 0 o 
0

0 
, o 'I 

• • 0 • • • • 

0 • • 

.. :_ ••• : . ·• ·. !' ... 0 °0 • -- ... ~· . ... _ - • t \ - . - . : . 0 • • 

• ' • ' ~~ ·~ • 0 o, 
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AUGUST 16, 1942 (Continued) 
. -. 

. . . .. ~. · ··~ 

tor Carrie~ Division ~wo, which possibly indicated 

.·· ·~ ,..,· " 
. ' ..,. .... .. . . ..... - .. . 

. . . . .. ~ 

. -· .... . 

that this ship was in a Da'T)" ·yard for :re!'itting. · ·.111 ·. : ~ -~:-• . .. . . . ·, 
. . . . . .. 

Japanese carriers appeared to be in home wat~rs _ at 
. : .. 

. . . 
this time, although the resenation made· iD clispatch 

No, 568 

B.o. 569 

._ .. 
·· ... · · .. 

. • .. 

Carrier frequency· of 5910 up !or short 
period. CO~CJ.RDIV 2 · . · bee.rs .300 
!rom Oahu. · {CO:l 14-162132-TI) . . 

It was remarkedt 
. . . 

5910 kcs is normal Carrier-Plane .. Group 
frequency. . ·. 
(Summary, 170600 1 Aug~t, lio. S) : ·~ 

.. ·. 

. · .- Carriers ·all appear to be 1n Roc.e 
· Waters • . {COl& J.J.,-162218-:TI) · : . · . . 

. · 

- · .. ~ 
. : ... ! ' .. . . . . . .... 

. . ... ) ~~ 
~ : · .. . 

... : · .... 
. : ... .. · 

, • • • • 4 

. ... 

,.. . . . 

.-. .. : . 

,• • • • -~ • 1 

... . . 
. • t 

. ~ . . . 
l • • • •• • • • 

RroJO exe~pted from .CARDIV ·2 . eoll.~c- .:· ... · .. · 
tiv·e on ~2 Aug~t • . _. (cou 1.4-162218-TI) .. · . " .. 

.. ·.· ... . . 
.. . . ~ .. : .. . 

. . • • ' -.1. 

It was pointed out1 ... . ':' . 

.. .. . . · . .. : 
. On 15 August TI 1nd1cat_ed belief RYUJ'O 

1n Navy Yard. · . · · · · . . · 
· (Summary, 170600~ August, ~o. 14) 

. t·. 

: .·. · 
....... . ·. ·' ' 

- ·- ·-·- - ·- ~ - --·- · 
•. 

---~------~-------.......... ---
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AUGUST 16j 1942 (Continued) 

J. dispatch trom the Commander o! Carrier Dirt- ._ 
.... 

sion ~wo to 1Japortant naTal autbori ties gave rise t~ ! ;-~.' ______ __ 

the belle! that an important movement ·1n the '!okosuk& ,..:·. -..-......... 

area was taking ~laces ·.· 

COUCARDIV 2 :. origi.na ted short . . 
despatch to TATEYJJ.U AIR . • 1 ·into 
3RD llR .A.TT.ACK _ ~ Carrier Groups 

__ , Chiefa 
of" stai'! Yokosuka. 1ST AIR FLEET 

. . COY.BINED . ' HI '!.I.KA . • 
· · ·· ' ., RAYAT.AK.A · - '· ·zhao · • ,, • J • 
fhis looks like movement 1n Iokosuk.a J.rea 
but not of ships because of omission Naval 
General Staff and Movement Reuort Office 
1n address. {GT #678-0PNAV-162345-TI) 
(s~ry, l706oo, August, No. 15) 

-. 

, _ _,._. 

·Traffic analysis revealed that the CH!YODJ. had · . .... ·: · 
~ -. . -. . . . 

been 1n the· vicinity of S_aipan at 0900 August ·1s; and .. :: . ~ .. ~ . . 
was approaching .Truk at mi_dnight of that day. . . 

• i , • 

. . . 
air tender 1 beii~v~d ~c) .b; ' ~~e KENJO 1iARU 1 :was aiso · . . 

. .. : .. : ·, 
. ' 

thought to be near Truk1 and a detachment of Yokohama . . ·. · .. 

Air seemed to be headed for Gasmata. Another ail' · · 
·. ·- ... . . 

' ~ 

tender~ the HARUTA WU1 was :::o_ticed in the Rabaul .~ .. : .~; · 
. . . 

areaj -and one wa_s o~s~rved ~n the Saipa.n zone 1 while 
: . . . . . ·. 

• • • • 0 

· ' . . .. . ·- -· .. -

.. . .· . ' 

.· 

·~· • :: • ' ' • • ; . ~. I 

.. .. . .. . 

·=· . 

. ···. 466 

. -
.. §i __________ .... _ ..... _______ __:_ _______________ _.... __ 
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AUGUST 16 1 1942 (Continued) •. .. 
.· ~ ... ·:. . . - .,. 

• . ~ .. .. 4,.:.~~ ~~ .· 

. still another air tender waa assoeia'ted' with .Cruiser . ; .. _.;,;_ 
.· . . . . . . . . . ' . •• t .. ' . . . .. ... ' 

l)iT1sion SeTen 1n radio tra!'!ie, but d:1d not appear . : ·<:.:;'::. .. . -~ -=,~~~ .. 
in l 

.. , . ,, 
to be the a.tter' a .eompany& , . . ..... ;·:.:.-: jt~ 

.. . . . 
• •• 0 

. 
, !ra!!ie tor CHIYOD.A . ~ p . and Stat'! . 
. su:!!ix S 3 of J.IRRON ll • - 1 being 
routed to Sa.i~an rrom Yokosuka at 09001 ~ug • . 
lSth. (GT #665-oPNAV ·l6004Q-!I) 
{Swnma17~ l606o01 .1ugust~ Jo. 38) .. ~ .-· 

. . . . 
' I o ... 

. : 
. . ' . j . 

. ·. ·: .•. ~ ...... ~ ·.; .. :; 
. • , . , 0 • • 

• '! :~: .. :~ , ~
• I ,. . ;:=: 

. . -~ 
.-.a...~ 

(!· : 
• • 0 .. ~ 

.. ... . . . 
., . . . . ~ .. . ' . . ·~. . . . 

' . :·· ·: 
• f • '! • : 

~ 

. : .. ~-~- ~ ... 
0 • • \ \ •• • 

· fraf!1c !or CHnODA .. . . • ·routed .. . . - ' ·.: .:. .. 
. . 

Ti.a Truk at midnight 15 August. . · 
(GT 1¥683-0PNJ.V:-162355-~I) . · . ~ !. 

. .. 

: . 

. .· 
At 0900, 15 August traffic was being 

: routed fro~ Iokosuka · to Saipan for CHIYOD..L · : .. . . . . . 

· · · ·, tswnma.r-Y.,'- l7o60o~ Augus~, . No~ 33) 
. ~: . . . ·. ·.. . ... · . .. ~ : 

... . 
' . .. 

't ·. '. 

• .. : • • : 0 • 
;. .... -· • • ·.1 . . ~ 

. ·· 
t • • • • • •• ·• 

• .+ • . 

No, 573, ..... : 
.. ,- . . . . . . . •, . , 

· _. · · Truk. ~-c~~P~~ .. ~;~;·~·~·~ :. ·~-or · ~eiive~ · · 
' .. . . ': .. .. ;_~.~.: .· 

.. ·.· . .. . .. 

. , 

' . . ., ,. ..· 
.. · ·:· . . . :.,. ~ · ... 

. · '•• 

air tender (KENJO lURU?). · . · 
. :. (COM 1.4-160812-TI) . · . 

... .. 
; · . .. ·. ' .. 

. . . 
• • • : • • , ' •• •• ' • • - . : .. • • • • 0 • • • ~· .. 

It was observedl · .. · · ." . · ·· · · . ... · · ·· 
.. . 

. .;. . 

. . . . . · . .. 
\; . :. 

. . . . :-: .. 
~ ' 

· · ~ ~- ... :, 
. ' ' . .. . : . . ... :.: . . ·- .. . 

. . KEllJO l!ARU was a~soci.ated wi th .INDIES 
·· · · FORCE_, lST AI~ ATTACK FORCE1 ~OYA AIR . ·.·· ,-:·· .... 

. ' .. 
• f • ' ' I •, • 

•\. J . . . . . . . 
0: . ··. . 

. . . · ... ,·..,. . .. 
:· ... ,. . ~ . . . . . . . .· . . 

•, ' ,'· -:·:·. ·: . . ; ...... ,' ·.: · ·• •• - . . r · .... · ~ •. , 4 67 · - ~· . 
' .. . . . . 

• •• • • <4 . •. • 
-. ..· ... ~ ... . . ·. ·:. ·:· . . ·.. . .. -: ·_:: -. . ..... · .. . .- .. ; ··, 

·:• . 
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O RIG~..q,_ · 
1 Decel.!li;>er .. 1 9.1;.4 

AUGUST 16, 191.2 (_Continued) 

No. 57,l (Cont.) 

No. 575 

GROUP and Rangoon., ·on ll August. 1'. I. 1n
d.1cated this -ship at Rangoon 28 J'uly and 
at Truk on 6 August. However, CINCPAC re
ported 1 t in ·the vicinity o! Bango on again 
on 1.2 August. . · 
(Sll.'llmary 1 161400, August, lfo. ·~9) 

-· . ' · .. ... -. 

.• 
Detachment · ~f Yokoha:la Air ·r 

on board J.ir Tender · · on 16 .l.ugu.St. • · 
·From associations, this ship headed for · 
Gasmata. !(GT #679-0PN~V 16lS3Q-TI) 

. . 
It was ~oticed: · · · - : · 

. . ·. : . . . ·> .... ·-~~;~·~·. 
Air Tender appeared to be in the - :- , : :~ ; 

Rabaul Area 31 J'uly . Yokoha:a J.ir Group 
a ppears t o be part o! t he 5TH AlR LTTACK 
FORCE which is based 1n t he New Britain 
!rea. (Summary, 161400, August, Wo. 32) 

. : -. . · ·' 

. - ' - ·. . . 

I • •• ' 

It was commented: . 
. ' I ' 

·on 4 August TI indica ted H.A..~UTO 1UBU 

·. . . :· 
. . ·. ;.. ., . 

.· .. ·-· . 
~. - ' - -. . -:. . .. .. . . ~ 

. -. -~ 
- . . ·- . - : .. ;' .. 

-·_·· ·. .. ::. __ 

· appears to be dep~rting Rabaul 
Area possibly for Kure. . . · · . 
(Summari1 179600, August, No. ! 4) · .• - - . :! -.: 

•. ,-
. ·.· 

" : . • .. - r-... .. 

.. . -. .. 

- · . .. : ... ... -. . . 
- _. - • . ·:= : 

. · . . ·, . . ... _ ... 
.• 

.. . 

... .. ."·:::~ 45~ ~~_: .··~~ · ;"· · 
.. ,. 

.· .... 

- , ( . . . 
,•· .. ·-.- . . . - . . . 

: -·. ·: .. -. . -:.·. ·- ~: -~- . : .- .- .. ; . -. ~ -~- . . . 
' ' 

. . ... • ·· . . 



ORIGINAL 
l Deceonber 194.4 

AUGUST 16, 19L2 (Continued) 

.u.r tender · 1n Saipan Zone at 
18001 16 ~ugust • . (GT ~SQ-OPNAV-162350-
TI) . 

It was indicated& 
I • • 

lU.RU J.ir ~ender ns indica ted 
1n Saipan J.rea on lS August by · 'l'I. 
(Summary, 170600 1 August, Jo. 23) ·, 

~~ Air ~ender associated 
CRUDIV 7 but appears not to be 1n company. 
(GT #678-0PNAV-162345-TI) 

It was noted: 

On 10 August KARU Jir Tender 
was involved 1n :what was believed to be an 
operation order trom possibly the CinC 3P~ 
FLKETJ route appeared might be through 
Yacassar to Davao. . 
(Summary~ 170600, August, Jo. 6~) . · · 

... .... ·~ ' . . ..... ; ; ... 1: . 
. : . ... .. . ~: . . ~ ..... . . .. ·. , . -- .. -

• 0 ' . , •• • ~ . .· ... ... 

. . ~ 
.. ·· .·· 

. ·., · ... _... 

. J. message addressed to three tenders gave the .. · ';: -~~ 
. . ,: " . ~. · : 

possible indication that aJ.l were proceeding 1n ··- _ ! · !.. >-:--· .. . . .-. ... .. ' •. - , . . . 
company to ~ruka .·· ·· · .. ' ·. ·· 

........ :.··t'~: .:· : .. · 

No. 578 

FR01is 
Aug. 15/1720 

(Chief of Staff CO~BIHED 
FLEET) . . .• 

. -- -...:..._---..-.-......---

·=··' .-
: ·. ) .. , .::· . 

. '.-. 
• \. • , .., I 

;., •. ' .. ·--: 

: . 469 .' ; ~·~ :. · 
. . ... . : ..... ~ ,.· .. ! .;· . . 
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ORIGINAL 
l December 

AUGUST 16, l942 .(Cont1nued) 

!io. '78 (Cont.) 

TO a .(Comdr. #2 ESCORT J'ORCE) 
~avy General Staff 
Yokosuka Radio · 

1 ~HIX.AWJ. MARU) • . ( KAa!KJ.WA M.ARU) 
- ·---- 1 URU) . . 

Dili'Oa 

!he three tenders may be in company 
enroute Truk J..rea. (COll J.4 162].42-TI) 

It· was declareda · 

Previously noted ~ R.I. SU~ 
160600/Q August, Page 171 Item 60. 

' is identified by OPNAV as the NITCBO 
KARU rather than the HIKAWA ~u. The 
1atter named vessel has been certified to 
Berne as a hospital ship. · 
(Summary, 1706001 .August, lo. 36) 

.. ' 

.. .,. _. _· .. ·-. 
:"!:-

.- · . - .. . . ~· 
· ... -· -·~ : . .. ,., 

-. : . .. : ' :-;--_ . 
.. . 

. .. . , ... .. .. 

It will be rec~ed that a previously de

ciphered enemy message had contained a reference to 

.. .. 

.. ,· . ....: 

. . . ·: ·- ~--

what was thought .. to be an act~on· . involving }'aratroo:ps. ·· .. · · 
.• : • • .. .. .. f • • ' • • • • • : ~ ~-• • 

J. retransla tion of this eli. spa t~h disclosed that speci.;.. · ... ~-

!ic references· ha:d beeri ~~~ t~ an a'ir bo·rne di~i~~~:·~·.--~.:>·:-j 
. r . 

but that this did not necess~rily mean :paratroops, ·. ~~ > .· :;· . 
. . -

· ... · ... .· .. . 
. . 

had peen first suspected& 
.· -. · . .. ·. 

'• • o \oo 

No. 579 · ;, ..... . . 

. • . . . . 
.AnsTrering OPNAV' s 151751. · . . ., 

·· . .' 

. · . : . '4 70 . 
· z .· . 

·, 
;... · 
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QRIGDUL 
~ Decem.ber 1944 

AUGUST 16, 19~2 (Continuad) 

llo. 579 (.Cont.) 

.- - -, ··-- -- · Inclined to regard •Ai~ Borne 
Division• as accurate ~or _ - ------~ but 
do not believe this necessarily ~vo~ve~ 
paratroops. Nature o£ word suggests g~und 
troops using air transport for mob~ity. 
Be~ieve 3a~anese would use ror 
- · 1!' actual. para troops 1n-
~o1ved. T.I. &ssociations she~ no definite 
in~cations or paratroop units with KISARJ~ 
AIR GROUP with possible exception of AIRON 
22 whose identification ~th paratroop ac
tiTities is derived fro~ Malay and Sumatra 
operations. (BEL 160315.-DI) 

It was mentio~d: 

Refers to GZ ~0 8/15, iteM 24, page 
13, 151400/Q August R.I. Suma~ry. 
(S~ry, 16~00, August, No. 25) 

Japanese merchant ships we~e mai ntaining t heir 

usu~l su~ply lines between the South Pacific and 

various northern bases. The was ·en route from 

Saipan to Truk, and a. Maru, ~;hich had been "f'ariously 

identified as an air tenaer or a hospital ship, lett 

Tinian !or Ra b&ul. !he mAl iURU was carrying the 

Fifth Special Landing Force to Rabaul for action 

against t he Allies: 

4 71 
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ORIGINAL 
1 Dece::tber 1941. 

AVGUST 16, 1942 (Continued) 

!o. '80 

FR01:!: 
#098 1400/14 Aug • 

. _ ~ . ~Maru?) · 
-· ' ~Radio Saipa.n) 

,Radio Tokyo) 
_ : (Radio !ruk) 

- - - leave 15 Communication Zone and 
enter 14 Communication zone. 
{GZ i2502-0PNAV 160135-DI) 

It was remarkeds 

lo. S Communication Zone is Saipan. 
No. 4 Communication Zone is Truk. On 12 
August the ship, or Unit, , directed 
a chan€:e be made to 8TH FLEET Operation · 
Order 111, which appeared 'to be a Directive 
to DESDIV 17 ~ appears to 
be a !iA.RU 1 and on 5 August this vessel, . 
plus YARU 1 ~ere involved 1n traf~ic 
associating them with one, or more, C~~R 
PL;~E GROUPS. The association of _ and 
DESDIV 17, through 8TR FLEET Operation Order 
ill and its subsequent modification by 

, suggests that a .Unit comcander superior 
to COl!DESDIV l7 is 1n , and DESDIV 17 
is escorting this unit. 
(Summary1 l606oo, August, No. 64) 

No. 581 

#101 August 15. 
FRO!!s 
TO 1 #3 BASE FORCE (Palao) 

Palao Civil Enbineering Section 
34TH DEFENSE FORCE 

(Unidentified) 
INFO: Palao Radio 

472 



ORIGINAL 
1 December 194.4 

AUGU&T 16, 1942 (Continued) 

1io. '81 {Cont.) 

_No. 582 

Unreadable, but says, will depart 
Rabaul 16001 21st. (BEL 16030Q-DI) 

It wa~ pointed out~ 

Karu . le!'t 1'enian !'or Ra baul on 
3 .August. It has been Tarious1y identified 
as a Sub tender or a hospital ship. 34TH 
DEFENSE FORCE was !'irst noted at Truk. Re
cently, however, its Commander has appeared 
by T.I. to be at Palao. 
(S\.llllmary1 1614001 J.ugust1 Jo. 36) 

(tentative KURE 'TH SPECIAL 
LANDING FORCE) is indicated as being aboard 
the KINAI MARU · ·1. This Tessel is in 
Saipan Area an~ associations suggest it may 
be enroute to Rabaul. A Starr Officer o! 
the 17TH ARMY is shown with AIRON 25 
· ·probably at Rabaul. (BEL 160755-ti) 

(Summary, 170600, August, No. 58) 

No. 583 

FRO~z 
TOI 

INFOz 

if(?) Aug.16/(?) 
ULRU in 4TH BASE FORCE) 
?) 
Saipan) 
Tokyo) 
Truk) · 
Yokosuka) 
Kure) 
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OP. IGINAL 
1 December 1944 

!UGUST 16, 19L2 (Continued) 

Ho. '83 (Cont.) 

~t 0830/16 Aug~t discontinue communi
cations Tokyo, establish ~1th Yokosuka. 

At 1000/19 .A.ugust discontinue comt:luni
cations Tokyo, establish with Saipan. 

At 1200/21 August discontinue communi
cations with Saipan, establish w~th Truk. 
(GT #667-QPNAV 160918-DI) 
(Summary 1 1606001 August, H o. 25)-

.Another Yaru leaving Kure for Truk on J.ugust . 
16 addressed -the Commander.sin Chief: of the Recond 

and Com·;:,ined Fleets, which indicated th;:. t the Com

mander in Chief of the Combined Fleet was probably 

at Truk: 

No. 581. 

!i.ARU originated apparent schedule 
indicating departure Kure for Truk a t 10301 
16 August. This message adaressed to CinC -
2ND and COMBINED 1n addi
tion " to - nor;~l addressees of llARU Movement 
Report. (GT i ·677-0Pl'lAV-16234D-Tl) 
(Summary, 1706001 Augus t , No. 32) 

An estimate of the number of merchant ships 

in the Saip~ communication %one on t he afternoon of 

~ugust 16 was now made available as follonst 
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ORIGIN_t..L 
~ December J.944 

AUGU8T ~6, 1942 (Continued) 

lfo, '" · 

Following in Saipan Co~cation Zone 
at 16301 16 August: 

SOUTH SEAS FORCE) 
Unidentified) 

I llARU in l.l!B. AIR FLEe!) 
lWUJ) . 
Uirl.dentit'ied) 
lU..RrJ) 
Ur~dent1f1ed) · 
llA.RU 1n l.UH AIR FLEE!) 
K!JID) 

(G! #681-0PNAV-162355-TI) 

It was stated' 

(SOUTH SEAS FORCE) was shown 1n 
Saipan on 12 August. 

· · was indicated going from Yokosuka
Ch1chijilla Zone to Sa1pan Zone on 15 August. 

!I on August 1.4 indicated l!ARU Air 
!ender enroute from Yokosuka to 
Rabaul. 

On 14 August KARU was indicated 
enroute Rabaul from Yokosuka. 

KARU was shown 1n Saipan Comm 
Zone on J.ugust J.2. · 

~raffic routing and associations on 
August l4 indicated ~JP.U enroute 
Saipan from Takao. 

KARO Air 7ender was indicated 
in Saip~~ Area o~ 15 Aubllst. 
{Summary, 1706001 August, No. 22) 

Several ships were 1n the Rabaul area, in

cluding a tender and an auxiliaryt 
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' ORIGINAL / l Dece.m.ber 1944 

AUGUST 16, 1942 (Continue~ 

No, 586 

Tanker S.A.TA - ~ remc.ins Rabaul 
Area, (COY 14-160812-Tl) 

It was obserTeds 

SATA reported arrival at Truk l4 August, 
however, CO~ l4 noted continued association 
w1 th Ra.baul Area on 15 .August. 
{Summs.ry, 161.4001 August, lio. 34) 

#7 '14 August 

SATA after doing something at Truk 
will depart the 17th !o~ Rabaul, 
(BEL 16ll4S-DI) 

It was noticed: 

TI on August 16 indicated Tanker SATA 
remains at Ba baul. 
(S't.UU!lary, 170600, August, No. S 2) 

:LtARU 'is scheduled to shii't comm 
Zones !rom Truk - to Rabaul · -

No. '89 

at 0800, 18th. (BEL 160815-TI) 
(Summary, 170600, August, No. 51) 

Trafi'ie routing and association sug
gest: 
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ORIGINAL 
l December 1944 

AUGUST 16, 1942 (Continued) 

No. 389 (Cont~) 

Auxiliary 
Rabaul via Truk. 

.' enroute .trom sasebo to 

C011DESDIV 17 
(BEL· 160815-TI) 

It was commented: 

. : is at Rabaul. 

TI on ,August 15 indica ted MARU 
on verge of leaVing Empire at 1200, origi
nated enciphered Zone change addressed to 
Tokyo, Sasebo, Truk, Rabaul, and 8TH lf'LEET. 
(S~ry, 1706001 August, Io. 56) 

No. 590 

FROM.: 
TO 1 
INFO: 

#? A~. 16/(.) 

!
AKEBONO lURU) 
Rabaul) · 
Tokyo) 
COMBINED FLEET) 
8TH FLEET) 

At 1200/16 August will establish co~
munications with Rabaul. 
(GT #669-QPNAV 161028-DI) 
(Summary, 1606001 August, !o. 96) 

Several Karus signified their intention ot re

turning from the South Pacific to home waters: 

No. 591 

FROM: 
TO 1 

#227, ~ugust 10. 
(#8 B~SE FORCE at Rabaul) 

· (Fleet Tanker) 
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i OF.IGIN.!L 
~ Dece!:tber l944 

AUGusT 16. 1942 (Continued) 

}fo. 591 (Cont.) 

DlFOa Fleet Tanker) 
Chief o! Staff STR FLEET) 

I COllCRUDIV 6) 
· Unidentilied) 
·, KAVIENG BASE FORCE) 

Chief of Staf"f 4TH YLEET) 

•R• Area DE?ENSE'FORCE Despatch Order 
#. I 

The ,- _ : - ship or tmi t) posi-
tion at 12oo. on 9th, tias 5-~6 N., 148-1.4 
E., speed 10. Will arrive RO at 1500, on 
~th. will depart RR tomorrow mor.ning 1 
the lOth, and proce~d to the Northward, 
rendezvousing w1 th j - ship or 
unit) at 06001 on the 11th, and returning 
in company to RO - - - - . - - - - - - -. 
(GZ #25~ - OPNAV 161620 - DI) 

No. 592 

It was indicated& 

Tanker-s md : apparently 
brought oil to Xav1eng and Rabaul and fueled 
CRUIJIV 6, on 11 or 12 August. uow 
appears to be going back to Saipan via Truk. 
(Summary, 161400, .August, llo. 31) 

Flt01l: #91 15 August/12.30 

Leave Rabaul Comm. Zone and enter !ruk 
at 1600, 17th·. (BEL 161145-DI) 

.... 
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ORIGIN.A_L 
1 December 1944 

AUGUST 16, 19~2 (Continued) 

No. 592 (Cont.) · 

Ho. 593 

It lras noted: 

On 7 .August M.k.RU iwas indic&ted 
moving from Truk to Rabaul. 
{S~ry, 170600, August, No. 35) 

: . #130 14 August 

In accordance r.ith orders of STil FLEET 
Staff ~th (blank) aboard "e are scheduled 
depart Rabaul for Japan arriving 24th. 

, Pleuse notify us whether to proceed direct 
or Tia Kure. (EEL 161145-DI) 

It was declared: 

Commanding Officer of the .. 
shown a board !.UEU ~ on 13 August 1 was 
addressed iD a desp~tch from conce~led 
originator to Naval Minister, info CHOKbi, 
CO:.iCRl.IDIV 6, Chief of Naval A!'fa.irs, Tokyo 
Personnel O!fice. This taken according to 
TI, as some indication that one ship of 
CRUDIV 6 (possibly KAKO) b.as been stmk. 
(Summary, ~70600 1 August, No. 57) 

.:No. 594 

Traffic routing and association sug
gest& 

YARU in Palao Area. 
UARU Air Tender · is enroute from 

Rabaul to Saipan. (BEL 160815-?l) 
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' 
l December 1944 

.AUGUST 16, 1942 (Continued) 

Bo. 594 (Cont .. ) 

llo. 595 

It was mentioned: 

On 15 August TI indicated MAEU 
Truk Zone to Saipan Zone at 2000. 
{Sum:nacy, 170600, J.ugust, No. 29) 

FROAh !URU 
170 Date Group Kissing 

. Depart Xavieng 15th arri ye Truk 18th. 
Depart 19th arrive NAA (Chichijima) 28th~ 
(BEL 161145-DI) {S~ry, 170600 1 August, 
lo. 34) -

Evidence that American su~rine s were ~ing 

their presence felt by their attacks on the enemyts 

sup~ly lines was presented when the GOSBU »~U re

ported that it had been attacked by an Allied sub-

mar inez 

lio, 596 

FROM: 
TO a 

August 16, 1030 

~
Unidentified) 
CIN C CO~IIfED FLEET) 
Tokyo Naval General 
Staff) · 

(C!NC 11TH A!R FLEET) 
(COUDR 4TH P~R ~TTACK 
FORCE) 
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~ Dece.:nber 1944 

AUGUST 16. 19A2 (Continued) 

Bo. '96 (Cont.) 

IRFO: fUnidenti!ied) 
~.4TR .UR ATTJ.CK FORCE) 

J. ttacked by ene:y submarine in ~-0 

20' 1 156-00 E.--- -gunfire-----* 

•tr~s1ator1 s Notes Xot quite clear whether 
he is shooting at the sub or vice-versa. 

(GZ #2507 - OPN~V 161658 - DI) 

It was remarked% 

is identified as GOSHU M.Ll\0. 
A·movement report by. GOSHU KARU, on 12 
August, stated that ship enroute Ruotto 
to Chich1jima1 and on 15 August COM 1.4 
sta. ted. GOSh"'U ld.iJtU was 1n .the Kwaj ale in 
Communication Zone. . 
(Summary 1 161400, August, No. 23) 

• 
llo. 597 

Believe GOSHO Y.A.RU ·made eon-
tact or was attacked at about 10301 16 
August, at which time she orig~ated opera
tional. code to CinCs CO)[BDIED and llTR 

.AIR, Navu aenere.l. Sta.1'.r, Com!h: -4TR !IR 
ATTACK, int'o All Ships and 1:-TH AIE 
ATT~CK Collective. 
(GT 1677-0PNkV-l6234D-TI) 

It was pointed outa 

DI on 16 August produced the £ollow1ng 
from s uattacked by enemy submarine 
1n _o2ot 1 156ooo• E-gun.fire--"· Not 
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~ December 1944 

AUGUST 16, 19~2 (Continue~) 

No. 597 (Cont.) 

c1ear who was doing shooting - Sub or 
~ (Summary, 170600, August, No. 6) 

Contact reports !rom a Maru att~ched to the 

Si.J:th Base Force were further indications ·Of .Allied 

activity: 

llo. 598 

Jaluit Radio sending to Tr~~ several 
urgent typ& contacts originated by 
believed Makin or vicinity. These des
patches started at 0315 addressed to 6TH 
BASE FORCE associated calls being re&ddressed 
to usual air activities Karsha~s. 
(COM 14-162022-TI) (MELlO ~'16-2) 

It was stated: 

believed a MARU attached to 
6TU BASE FORCE whose area includes Jaluit, 
Marshall Islands-Wake. These messages have 
just been received here.· The text is un
readable but believed contact reports o! 
some nature. The times in the text are 
0350, 0406, and 0435. , · 
(Summary, 170600, Au~t, No. · 40) 

The Commander of Japanese Sub~arine Sq\~dron 

Three "1\'as moving nea.rer Truk at this time. Allied 

direction finders fixed Japanese sub~arin~s in various 
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O!liGI!1.hL 
l December 1944 

AUGUST 16, 1942 (Continued)· 

locations as indicated in the following dispatches: 

No. 399 

Four line !'ix places ene:ny submarine 
vicinity 12-50 S., 159 E. (BEL 1604Sl-TI) 

·It v:a.s observed: 

FUSU · ... '1s a unit o! SUI3RON 3. 
Position by D/F were: 

August l4 16 s., 161 E. 
August 15 13 s., 160 E. 

(Sum:nary, 161400, .August, No~ 39) 

No. 600 

D/F Bearingsa 

CO!!~UBP.ON 3 shows 
vicinity •. 

movement nearer Truk 

. · re!Ilain s in Fl~gship SUBBIV 
Solo~ans, fized fair 
E1 &t 2030 GCT 15th. 

It was notj.ced: 

by D/F 07-30' S1 1~8 
. (COM 14-160814-TI) 

COUSUBRON 3 by D/F August 15th was 
just North~est of Truk. Flagship of SUB
DIV _ !s 1 and by poor D/F fix 
w~s in 18 ~, 166 E, on August 14th. SUB-
·~IV _ was an addressee, together with 
SUBRON 71 o! a despatch fro~ Rabaul Radio 
on .August 12th which directs some Sub Un.i t 
to proceed RXF (Pavuvu (?) Islands) and 
something about non the line Banika Island 
_ __...Island and · Island" • Banika 
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ORIGrri,AL 
1 Dece::o.ber 1944 

AUGUST 16, 1942 (Cantinued) 

No. 600 (Cont.) 

is approximately 25 miles Borthwest of the 
lorthv.estern end o! Guaducanal. 
(Snmmc.ry_, 1706001 ,August, llo. 66) 

No, 60l 

Submarine Positionsz 

. (StmDIV 
( ( SOBRON 6 : 

. . (In SUBROll Jll 
( I!l. SUBRON 3) 

of SUBRON 8) 
~ ) 

·- ( SUBDIV . ot SUBRON 6) 
(co~ 14-162218-TI) · 

It was commentedt 

34 N - 150· E. 
os~;;o s -
164 E • . 
06 S- 16~ E. 
12-30 s -
159 E. 
09 S - 171 E. 

On 14 August :was . by D/F. in 04 S - 158 E. 
i. was by D/F in 06 S - 159 E. 
, was by D/F 1n 13 s- 16~ E. 

On 12 August · was by D/F in 30 S - 168 E. 
(Summary, 170600, August, Bo. 67) . 

Yessages from unidenti!ied originators, though 
' L r • • 

f 
not too reveal~g, were indications, at least, of ce~ 

tain trends; e.g. four unidentified units were en 

route to Truk. T~o Patrol units also announced their 

int~ntions of arriving there, and made arr~gements 

for a fueling rendezvousa 
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l December 1944 

AUGUST 16, 1942 (Continued) . 

lie. 602 

i? J.ug. 16/(?) 
1'ROli: 

l~kao) TOt 
i Truk) 
I ?) 

At f230/~6 August will discontinue com
munications with Palao, and establish com
munications with Truk. 
(GT #668-0PNAV 161028-DI) 

No. 603 

(Summary, 1606001 August, No. 98) 

FR01i: 
TO z 

INFO: 

fl.? Aug. 16/? 
?) 
Truk) 
Palao) 
Rabaul) 
8TH FLEET) 

At 1200/18 .August will discontinue com
munications w1 th Pa1ao 1 and establish com
munications with Truk. 
(GT #67Q-OPNAV 161028-DI) 
(Summary, 160600 1 August, lie. 57) 

No. 604 

FROll: 
TO 1 
DlFOs 

#700 1900/14 August 
· ~Uniden t1fied) 

Co!'S 1 4Tll FLEET) 
Coi'S, Yokosuka) 
Hydrographic Office, 
Tokyo) 

{Yokosuka ?l~vy Yare) 
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AUGUST 16, 1942 (Continued) 

No, 604 (Cont.) 

Part 1. leave RO the l~th and 
arrive PT the~l8~t~h-.-Leave PT the 19th and 
arrive Nll the 28th. (GZ #2500-0Pif~V 160125-
DI) . 

It was indicated: 
. . 

Part 2 of above despatch was blank. 
RO is tent~tively Xavieng. PT is Truk. 
NAA is unidentified; but is apparently an 
Empire port. was a unit o~ the ~d
way OCCUPATION FORCE, and has recently been 
associated with the Bm~A OCCUPATION FORCE. 
(Summary, 1606001 August, No. 95) 

No. 605 

#271, 16 August 1942 
FROY: ? 
TO : ( ;) Unident Fleet Unit 

Care o! Palao 
INl'O: : ( i) Unicient Care of 

Pa1ao 
(From CINC 8TH FLEET passed to 8TH FLEET.) 

~ter escorting * and • to 
PT, (Truk) proceed toRR (Rabaul). 

*Garbles 

No. 606 

(GZ #2509-0PNAV 161658-DI) 
(Summary, 161400, August, No. 35) 

--no~: PolS 7 14 August 
TO 1 8TR FLEET 

• 
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AUGUST 16, 1942 {Continued) 

No. 606 (Cont.) 

. 
Replying to your (bl.ank) lst and 

(blank) Patrol Units will arrive Truk 
(blank) hours 16th. Please arrange ror 
tue~g (?) after (bl~) date (17th ?). 
(BEL 16ll.45-TI) 

It was noted.J 

;' is not identified here. 
i70600, August. No. 37) 

I • 

Cruiser Division Eig~teon was in!o~ed that . 
an unidentified unit ~as to arrive ·at Babaul on 

August 1~: 

No . 607 

FROlt: _ /11661 Au·gust "14. 
TO s CRUDIV 18 (or ship of same) 

•Jly · .- {noon ?) position South 
6-23 1 East 149? (may be as high as 152)-
051 speed Zl, wi~~ arrive Rabaul 9a00(?) 
o'clock tomorrow, 15th.~ 
(BEL l6o:;oo-DI) . 

It -was declareds 

Originator of this message not known. 
(~ry, 1614001 August, No. 28) 

------ --------- -
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OR!GDH L J 
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AUGUST 16. 1942 (Continued) 

Another unidentified originator, possibly a 

reconnaissance plane, announced t~t qour enemy 

entered port at l6oo•. It was suspected that th13 

reference concerned .\llled ships at Tulagi, since the 

information was tr~smitted to the Eighth 7leet 1n 

this areas 

No. 608 

Plain language !rom plane of 4TH 
AIR(?) passed to 8TH FLEET and CO~R STH 
EhSE FORCE at Rabaul1 •Four ene~y entered 
port.• ·Time group confusings 1600 given 
but intercept at 0821 1 16th. 
(BEL 160235-DI) 
{S~ry, 1614001 August , io. 26) 

No. 609 

Short ~espatch from unidentified 
originator . • probably recon-
naissance plane reports •4 enemy entered 
port at l600• •. This probably refers to 
Allied ships possibly entering port in . 
Tulagi Area since despatch was passed to 
8TH FLEET and Comdr 8TH BASE FORCE 
at Rabaul · - for information. . 
(BEL 160815-TI) ."(Sum.!nary 1 170600 1 August, 
No. 46) . · · · 

The Su.m:nary is.sued by the Fleet Intelligence 
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AUGUST 16, 1942 (Cont~ued) 

Officer o! the United States Pacific 7leet on 16 

August 1942 said 1n parts 

No, 610 

FLEET INTELLIGENCE S're@ARY 

GENERAL 

••• 
Planes, destroyers and auxi~aries 

continue toward the RABAUL area. It is 
becoming apparent that JAPAN is viewing 
the activity in this area quite seriously. 

The carriers HITAKA, HAIATAKA and 
ZUIHO are thought to be operating near 
MARCUS Island. Po~sibly due to tear of an 
attack upon JAPAN. Location of the SHOKA
KU, ZUIKAKU and RYU10 is not knOYIIl exactly, 
but thought to be SOUTHERN JAPAN w1 th a 
possibility t~t part or all heve departed 
thAt area for the south. · 

The CinC SECOND FLEET is Gt sea near 
SAIPAll. 

CRUDIV SEVEN is enroute TRUK !rom the 
NETHERLANDS D1DIES. ~his division may 
rendervous near TRUK w1 th the FIRST AIR 
FLEET or Cine SECOND or possibly with both. 
The date or anticipated rendezvous may be 
around August Z0-2l.. 

CRUDIV SIX is now engaged 1n escorting 
1n the NEW IRELAND area •. 

The Bulletin of the Commander 1n Chief of the 

Pacific Fleet for 16 August 1942 reGd as followst 
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4UGUST 16. 1942 (continued) 

JJo, 611 

!'RO!U Cincpac 1604431 J.ugust ~942 
TO s Comsopac!or 

Comsowespacfor 
J.D. Sea Fronts Pac 
~ Comta~orces ~nder Cincpac 
Co minch 
Comnaveu 
Opn&T . 

lrCR ~496 3 Bulletin Io. 1~3 

HITAKA, HUJ.TAKA, ZUIHO operating 11i 
vicinity Karcus Island • . Other carriers 
thought stlll in Japan. 

XAGA KARU escorted by destroyers en
route !ruk !rom East Indies. 

Two divisions o! Subron 1 enroute New 
Britain via Truk. 

By D/F aubmarines 08 south 158 East} 
13 South 160 East. 

CinC Second ·Fleet belieTed at sea 1n 
Saipan area. Slight indication may be 
beaded south.. 

·. 

: 
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AUGUST 17. 19.42 

Japanese radio traffic was Tery heavy at this 

t~e. It seemed evident that the enemy was makjng 

every effo~t to reinforce the Southwest ~ac1f1c, and 

to regain ~apants "lost bases. Operational messages 

coming from Lunga indicated that the Japanese had 

reoccupied this point: 

No. 612 

No. 61:3 

Believe ·Japs exerting all efforts to 
reinforce Southeastern Area and will 
attempt regain areas lost. 
(COM 14-171956-TI) (Summary, 1806001 
J.ugust1 No. 46) 

Two urgent operational-type codes 
bearing Station Serial N~bers 1. and 2 
were originated by Lunga '·· at 12001 
16th. This is first appear~ce of call 

~ since start Allied Operations in 
Guadaleanal and suggests reoccupation o! 
Lunga by ORANGE Forces. · 
(BEL 170642-TI) (Summary, 18C6001 August, 
No. 4~) 

No. 614 

Nothing further has been seen from 
Guadalcanal since the four KINS 
originated at 1200/i6th. 
(CO~ 14-170658-TI) 
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~ ~ecember 1944 

AUGUST 17. 1942 (Cantinuad) 

lio. 6U (Cont.) 

It was remaxked1 

. identified as ~ on Guadal
canal originated Urgent Operational Codes 
at 1200 (or 2200) 16 August. . . ' esti-
mated position 10 S 159 E. KIN used to 
designate high priority despatch. · 
(Summary~ 1714001 ,August, Mo. U) , 

4 highest priority despatches origi-
nated at 12001 16th by · · (Guadal-
canal) re-traris~tted ~or 1nform4tion lS! 
.A.IR F~! and 2UD FLEl:T. !ra!'fic !'rom 
this call also originated on l7~h et 04001 
05201 and 0730 ' addressed to Comdrs 8TH 
BASE FORCE and STH AIR ATTACK CORPS and 
re-transmitted for information to Chiefs or 
Staff 11TH AIR 1LEET, 8TH FLEET, 2ND FLEET, 
C011CRUDIV 61 COMDESRON 2, COYDESDIV :. 

, STH AIR ATTACK CORPS and in one instance 
1ST AIR FLEET. (CO~ 14-171958-TI) 
(Snmmary, 1806001 August, No. 44) 

JIU!llerous dispatches emanating !roi!l the Naval 

Co~unication Office at To~ gave rise to the belief 

that a major call change was about to take place in 

Japanese communications. This suspicion ·gave way to 

certainty at midnight when the anticipated change 

became a realitys 
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AUGU~T 17. 1942 (Continued) 

No. 616 

. 'tokyo la'f'Com , continues to 
f'Ue numerous despatches to all hands which 
gives rise to sus~icion augmented by recent 
appearance of' _ ! calls among high com-
mands that a major cal~ change or a ne~ 

· type may be 1mm1nent. (CO~ 14-170658-TI) 
(SU!Ilm2.ry1 ~71400, August, !io. 1.4) 

J!o. 617 

Kajor calls changed 2400 1 ~7th. 
(COK 14-171756-TI) . 
(Summary, ~80600, .lugust, No. 4) 

Tra!fic analysis disclosed much plane activity 

1n the Gilbert Islan4s. Identification was im~ossible 

at the moment because -~ecret tactical calls were being 

' emp~oyedJ 

No, 618 

!ra!fic on Yarshalls !1r frequency 
very heavy rlth many planes working. Be
lieved this result or activity in Gilberts. 
Bo 1dent1~1cation due use or secret tacti
c~ calls. (COU 14-171956-TI) 
(Summary; 1806001 August, No. 21) 

A survey of Japanese radio ectivity throughout 

the Pacific disclosed that the Eighth Fleet area con

tinued to be the most active! 
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AUGUST 17. 1942 (Conttnu.d) 

llo. 619 

No. 620 

8TH FLEET Area continues most active. 
(co~ 14-171954-TI) 
(S~rY, . 1806001 August, Bo. ~) , 

Suspected 8TH FLEET traffic under 
Raba.ul cover was addressed J'leet Unit 

: 1 Info a U.ARU · · ,, both 
shown at.Palao. (COK l4-l70702~TI) · 
(s~arr, 1714001 August, lo. 38) 

It appeared evident that the commander in 

Chief o~ the Second 7leet was at or near Truk. There 

we~~ m~? indications that the ATAGO was the flagship 

or t~s ~le~t, which definitely seemed about to be 

involved in operations in the Rabaul area. The First 

Air 7leet was also interested in this region, and it 

was quite probable that a rende%Vous was -.'L<r~t to be 

effected between units ·or the First Air Fleet and 

Cruiser Divisions Seven and Eight: 

No. 621 

CINC 2ND FLEET 
to Tokyo out of Truk. 

addressed one 
(COM 14-1706;6-TI) 
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1 December 191,.4 

AUGUST ~7. ~942 (Continued) 

'No, 62J.. (Cont.) 

It was pointed outl 

On 16 August Saipan delivered tra!ric 
to CINC 2ND r-~ET but he was indicated as 
~oi.Ilg to !ruk. 
tSum:tary, 1714001 J.~gust, lie. 23) 

No. 622 

SCO 4TH Fleet addressed SCO 
2nd Fleet in!'o Trllk · at 
l740/16th which further strengthens 2nd 
F1eet-Truk association. 
(CO~ 14-170658-TI) 

It was observeds 

TI has indicated that the 2nd ?leet 
Uni t s will probably con cent rate at TRrr~. 
(SUlD.!Ilary, 171400, August, No. 24) 

No. 623 

Truk Radio was in co~unication with 
CinC 2ND FLEET durin$t 
evening on 16th~ Traffic for ATAGO 

. a~so delivered on this frequency by Truk 
further indicating J.T.AGO as Flagship of 2UD 
FLElT. (BEL _170642-TI) . 

It was stated: 

Truk at 2138 on 16 August called 
(gener~l cover call) for delivery message 

to Cine 2ND. On 17th CiDC :21fD addressed 
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AUGUST 17, 1942 {Continued) 

llo. 623 (cont.) 

one to Tokyo out o! Truk. EEL on l6 .&.ugust 
quoted despatch headings to substantiate 
AT.AGO as }Plag CinC 2ND FLEET. 
(summary, 180600, ~ugust, Jo. 33) 

No. 6 24 

!ra!!ic routing indicates: 

CinC 2ND FLEET a. t or near Truk. 
(COK 14-171958-TI) 

It was commented: 

TI previously on 17th noted CinC 2ND 
FLEET addressed one to Tokyo out or Truk. 
(Summary, 180600, August, No. 3A) 

CinC ~lD FLEET definitely involved 1n 
operations in Rabaul Area and many indica
tions 1ST AIR FLEET will also proceed this 
!Xea. (COM 1A-l7l9S6-TI) 

It was not1.ced~ 

COM 14 on 16 lugust stated possibili
ties Qf CRUDIVS 7 and 8 effecting rendez
vous Yri th 1ST AIR FLEET in Saipc-.n Area 
exists. 
(Summary, 180600, August, No. 35) 

· The nagship of the Combined Fleet was still 

at Tokyo: 
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AUGUST ~7. ~942 (Continued) 

Jo. 626 .· . . . 

· · Combined 7lagsh1p _ . using su!'!ix .· 
originated out ·of Tokyo to 

~
located at Rabaul). 
COM l4-170658-TI) 
s~ary, 1714001 Au~t, No. · 13) 

\. 

.It was thought that the Co!ll:Wlder o~ . Cruiser 

D1v1s1on Seven was proc~eding !rom the East Indies to 

Truk where he might join some carriers in !'orming & 

tas~ rorcet 
•. 

No. 627 

Continued association COUCRUDIV 7 and 
C01IDESDIV . _ lr"i th 4TH BASE FORCE . 

indicates these commands enroute Truk· 
possibly to be serviced by 1ST liR FLEET 
Auxiliaries _, J and • 
(BEL 170642-TI) .·· 

.. '" ~ .· 
It was indicatedt. ~ ·. . .. '. . .; .... , . ., ' . . . . 
TI on 16 August stated, •appears th:1s 

DESDIV _ :will join .the Forces not ·· 
headec! ·for Truk•. · · ·, · · ·· .. ·. ·. · ·. 

· (~Ulni!1G.ry, l .Bo6oo, August~ !o.37) · ·· .· ~ . . · 

No. 62S 
. . 
·.· 
• · ! .. • 

. . . . 
.. ·. ·.· 

, : 

· Slight indication points to possi
bility CRUDIV 7 may join carrier or carriers 
in Truk Area to form Task or Striking7orce • 
. (BEL 170642-TI) .. · . . . :· · ', , · 

. . . . - . 
~·'\ . ,-: . 

It was declaredr .. . _ ...... . .. . 
~ ' . . 

. . . . 
. . . . 

·. • I • 

.. . 
. . 

• .. ... . . . , . 

'. . 
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AUGUST 17, 1942 (Continued) 

No. 631 

Enciphered BOIHOU DETAC~NT CO~p!R 
shown on board flagship DesDiv 29 • 
(coa 14-170658-TI) 

It was mentioned: 

August 12 TI indications were that 
this Unit enroute Saipan via Chichij ima. 
(Summary~ 171400, August, No. 32) · 

Destroyer ·Division Thir~ announced· the schedule 

o! its trip ~rom the Saipan area to Rabaul1 

Ho. 632 

:rROli: 
TO : !

DESDIV .30) 
8TH FLEET) 
CO~INED FLEET) 

· Tokyo) 
,!Saipan) 

SOUTH Cli!NA or CHINA FLEET) 
Sasebo) 

•This division will make folloTing 
changes 1n Communication Zones~ 

From l200/16th in Saipan Communication Zone, 
From in Truk co~unication Zone, 
From 1200 on 20th in #8 Communic~tion zone.• 
(GZ #2518-0PNAV 171717-DI) 

It wa~ declareds 

According to Serials 364 and 365 the 
arrival at Rabaul will be sometime 21 
August. (S~ry, 171400, August, No. 26) 
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AUGUST l7, 1942 {ContiOued) 

tra!'!ie ana.lysis disclosed that Rabaul was tn. 

center o! operations for the Co~der 6! Destra,rer 

Squadron 'two and the Com!l1anders o! two divisions ~ 

Destroyer Squadron !ena 

No. 63:3 

CO~ESRON 2 1 COMDESDIV _ and 
. o! DESRON 10 included in high per

centage traffic originating at Rabaul and 
indi ea te s they are near. 
(COY 14-171956-TI) . 

It was remarked: 

Rabaul was noted accepting traffic 
!or CO!!DESBON 2 on 17 August. TI on 16 
.August indicated Rabaul trans:n.i ts to T.ruk. 
for delivery to CO!.IDESDIV • 
(Summary, 1806001 August, No. SO) 

No. 634 

Rabaul .. ·noted accep~ing traf-
fic !or delivery to COMDESRON 2 • 
(BEL 170642-TI) 

It was pointed outs 

TI on 16 August stated CO~ESRON 2 
apparently enroute Rabaul but not there 

·. yet. (SUII:Ulla.ry1 1806001 August, No. 51) . 

Units o! Destroyer Squadron Three announced 

their arrival at Ambon and Truk respectively on 

500 

- - - - - -



- · ---- ----- - ----

~.. . . . . . 

· · -QRIGDl.U. 
1 Deceonber ~944 

AUGUST 17. 1942 (Continuad) 

.lugust 15a 

No. 635 , 

DesDiv • . , 1n DesRon ;, in Truk 
Com:unication Zone at 2100, 17 August. 
(GT i6 92-QPNAV 171652-TI) 

It was observedl 

!Lis DesDiv was in Saigon Area 6 !ugust 
and appeared to arrive at Truk August 15. 
On August 14 and 15 it was an action ad
dressee witn CruDiv 7 ~rom concealed origi
nators. (Summary, 171400, August, No. 30) 

No. 636 

FROM: 
TO 1 

~034 Aug. 15/1600 

~
Comdr. DD 1n DESRON 3) 
C01IDESRON 3) 
Comdr • BAZE FORCE tlS at 
Rabaul) 

I
Cocdr. DESDIV 19) 
COJ.ID; CH CO:.ffiil!ED FLEET) 
?) 

~ . COWlCH 8TH FLEET) 
Tokyo Mov•t. Report 
O:f'f1~e) 

•Arrived Ambon (x26607)." 
(GZ #2514-0PNAV 171522-DI) · 
(S~ary, 171400, August, No. ~2) 

. . 
Destroyers were being used to escort the IL~ 

Ikki Detachment into the solomons. The date of its 
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~UGUST 17, 1942 (Continued) 

arri Tal was now. believed to be J.ugu.st 181 ., 

Jfo. 637 

OPNAV 162000 NOW APPEARS THAT 18TH IS 
DATE 011" J.RRIVJ.L OF IKKI I.KKI DETACID*DJT AND 
ESCORTING DDS (AOOUT 10) OF? RXI. . ·. 
(GZ tJ KEliO-QPNAV-1_7lS.'3~DI) (li&ID 117-1}.._ 

It was stated: 

This bas rererence to Item #4.'3 Page 
17 ot RI Summary 170600/Q August. 
(Sum:nary1 1714001 August, llo • .'36) 

3apanese radio intelligence units maintained 

a constant watch on the radio channels used by Allied 

planes a 

· No. 638 

. FROlh (R&baul) /1264 Aug. 1.4 -. 

.· · •it l4io ·an enemy bOmber a~pa~ently 
addressing the Air Base at Yoresby, trans
mitted the following plain lan~uage ~essage 
tone destroyer is in position {145 to 155) 
East . · degrees South, about miles 

. from base. t • {COY 14-172012-DI) . 
(Sum:nary 1 1806001 J.ugust, No. ·54) ; • . ... . 

the Com!Ilander 1n Chief o! the Fourth l"leet 

was request~g additional air support in the ~andate 
. .. 

·-:: ... 5 02 
..: 

. · .. '• 
• 0 ~ . .. · •. . · .. . .. 

• .. ~ • # 
.. .. .. . 
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', o J: .. •', I • o , o • "• , , 1 

16 ·.Augu. . st/:1..450 > · -:: -. · · :.f.:~:- -~ :·.·~ . 1,·_ ' . . .. . . , . . ... 
· ·. · - ~ · ·.,. J'ROlls Chier of Stat'.! 4TH 1LEET . :. .··· · '·:: :,_ .·: ..... ~ .. · ·.· . . · 
· : ~ •. ·: ·.·.· :·: ~ _l \ . . · . ,. (OJ)erations Section ~aTaJ.. ·-~--··-:_~ ::·~.-::- / .·1 

· .. "··· ·-··-~ : ::. ~ General St~r) ::-. __ .· · ::" ·=· .,· - ~ .. :. :. ~ .~- · ~:-... ' '.' - ~ 
., .. . ; ... ..... · . ., · ~Un1dent1!1ed) .. · - _ . ' . · ·. ..,..-.: .;· . ~i . • . ·, 1 
·:;.-'.: ~ -:~· · ·' ~- 'IN:FOI ·- - · - 6TH BASE 70RCE at J'aluit) :-_~ ~--· : ; _ _, ·1 

· · , . Chief or · Sta~! CO~ . <·-: . . '· .. : ., --~ 
. . FLEET) · . . · : ,_ ·,r .• . l 

(Chief' ··or Stat! llTB ~ ,. . . '· · ··~~-;: · "l 
(
FLEET) . .. · - · ·) .. · . .... . .. ;:. / ~~ ·. : . :; 
Comdr4 .UROlf 2.4 .. ·' · ·. · ·· ·· :·_ . . · . .- 1 . . . . . .. ~ . . : :. ·: _ ·, ~- .· . . ·_;\. - ~: -- ~ 

••• • f • . • This Yas a . long de spa teh which sug- .' ·:--. : .• · . !· • .. ~ 

.. ··. 

.·· 
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... .• .. d~l 
gests CinC 4TH FLEET is _requesting that · .···· -·· ;· : _.{ ~. · · :. ·1 

· · · additional air support in llanda te .1r~a be · . . · ·-~ . ... .. . 1 
· · furnished by .!IRON 24• . ·. · - ~ . :- ~ · - - :. :._:· . ' ~ 
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, . 0 ... ! • 
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via Tokyo broadcast • . ·. (CO~ 14-171958-TI) . ' ... . ·. --· 
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ORIGINAL 
~ December ~944. 

~UGUST 17. 1942 (Continued) 

Jo. 61.0 (Cont.) 

It was eommenteda 

TI on 16 .lugust stated Cine lST AIR 
7LEET receiving messages via Tokyo Broad
cast. (Summar,r, 180600, ~ugust, No. 11) 

JJo. 6A 

7ROll: 

J 

INFO a 

· · 1' J.ug/1121 · 
Comdr 1ST J.IR ·FLEET (concealed 

Originator) 
CARDIV l) 
CO~CRUDIV 8) 
CO~ESRON 10) 
COUCARDIV 3 (?)) 
YARU) 
~U) at Yokosuka (?) 
Chief of Sta..ff CO~INED 
FLEET) 
(CO~CRUDIV 7) . . . 
(Kure Military Stores · ' 

(BEL 170642-TJ;) 
Secti~n) · 

· It was noticeda 
·•. 

With exception of . included above 
these same addresses included in despatch 
!rom CO~ 14-162132 and included in RI Sum-. 

· aar.r 170600/~ August, page 61 item 12. 
(Su::nmary, 1806001 August, No. 12) 

· Ja~anese carriers had been silent ~or some 

time, but an important message ~rom Carrier Division 

504 

\. 

\ 



--- - ---- - ------ ------------------ --------------~---~~~~-----

ORIGINAL 
~ December 1944 

AUGUST 17. 19~2 (Continued) 

1'1ro at "Tateyama suggested that three carriers were 

· either at Yokosuk& or at sea. !hey were believed to 

have been within the Yokosuka communication %one at 
' . 

the tiae .ot ·transmissions 
•\ 

.·. ·. ·· . 

·. 

:R'o, 6~2 · · • - :"'> 

lo carriers seen since last report. 
(COY 14-170636-TI) (Summary, 171400-
J.ugust, No. 12) . 

No. ·643 
.· 

~t l750J 17 August CARDIV 2 Detach
ment (SO l 069) at Tateyama &ddressed · 
Plane Groups { · . . 

- COMCARDIV 2 
and Comd.r 3rd AIR ATTb CK 

. , 
info. 

Comm. Officer C01.l..BI NED FLEET ~ .. . J , 

Kure address . · . 1 Yokosuk~ Comdt. 
• CO~. OFFICER lst , Air Fleet 

• • , HITAK.A . : 
1 

ZUIHO . 
• 9 RAYATAKA , • • ;. Yoko suka cal.led 

Xure and ·sasebo* to deliver to first 3 
. . plane groups listed, Comm. Officer Combined · 
. Fleet I and . Indications or loca-
tionst Combined ~leet Staff at Kure 1 Plane . 
Groups Sasebo · 
~r Xure, three carriers either at Yokosuka , 
or at sea. If at sea, believe t hey are with
in Yokosuka Communication Zone, other?dse 
Yokosuka woul.d relay to !oky·o for :further 
delivery on broadcast. 

*Reference to above Yokosuka called Kure 
and Sasebo ~t 1944 on 17th~ At 1453, 17th 
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ORIGINAL 
~ December ~944 

AUGUST 17, 1942 (Continued) 

lio. 643 (Cont.) . · 

August, Tokyo broadcast a message trom 
~UIHO to CO.MCARDIV 2 1 indicating miBO 
not in company. Therefore CO~CARDIV 2 
with HAUTAKA. and HITAIU. may be _at sea in 
company •. 

(GT i-691-QPNAV 171652-TI) 

It Wa.s 1ndicateda 
. . 

3rd .AIR ATTACK 10RCE serial 943 ot 
August 13th seemed to· indicate that CARDIV 
2 would operata w1 th HI TALl. HJJ:ATAKA and 
ZUIHO in · the near tuture. tQuestionably 
Karc:us Island Area). · · · 
(Summary; 171400, August, Jlo. 10) 

No. 6g 

17 J.ugust/1400 
(Detachment of CARDIV 2 
at Tateyama Air) 
COMCARDIV 2~ · Plane Group 
Plane Group 
Plane Group 
Plane Gro·up 

FROM& 

TO 

. . . 

Bas'e Commander) .. 
Comdr 3RD AIR ATTACK) 
SCO COYBINED FLEET) 

. . ·•. 

INFO: 
. ,lst AIR FLEET) 

Comdr HITAKA . . 
Comdr HAYATAKJ. 
Comdr ZUIHO 

· · · . .•. , (YOKOSOKA). . 
· · (Kure) 

(CO~ 14-171954-TI) 
(Summary, 1806001 Augu.st, _Wo. lS) 

. . ' 
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ORIG!NA.L 
~ Deeember 1944 -· ·- .... - ... . ' 

.. .· ,. 
' ... "': , .. • • •••• .. 0 • 0 • • •• • • • , • • • • 0 .. -

.,: . ;, . : . ~ · - . . . ~- . . . .. ' . . . .. ·. . .. : . . . . . . . · ... -~ :· 
AUGUST 17, 1942 {~on~inued) :·. ·:· .. · .~ ·:.- · ·· . --~.: · . , •. .-· :. :;· :_:;· · 
~/. '·. . . ' .. : : ' .. : : .. :·· ·-.:.·.: ... : ~ . :·~ -.• : .·: !:. :.-... ' ·.. . .-: ..... ··: .. · ~ . '· ·. ... . •' ;: . ·: .. ~: ; .... <; .. 

- . ·, :647 ..... ··,' .. :.· .:· ~ . . . . . . ., . ··.~~:= • . . • •• • . )> •• 

0 
·. ··: ... 0 • .. • • • :· . ,• 

--~ . • .· . . _ .. _. ~- .. . -=-~: . · .. ! . "': · ~-: :- ~·: -- • . ·'· . .. ... . • • . • . • , 

• • • If • • • • • • • .. .• - . •.., ;,· t • :· 

Comdr Carrier Plane Group . shown · .' .. . ·- -
at Kisaratsu and ~s~ociation with B~se .· 

· . :. 75)rces at Saipan _ . and ~rtlk _ ~ 
.:• ·~· .. · · ·: ~ . · , indicate tb.at command or units thereof .. 

:.. · · ·;- . . will proceed Truk '11'1 th transportation po s- : · · . · : · · 
- · .· siblJ" furnished by 1ST AIR FLEET aux:U..:. · .. . : ·: · · 

.. . :-.. .: .. :~ :· ~ .. · :_-... . ; : iaries. or carriers. (EEL 170736-TI) ·. · · .. · :- · <.; . · 
• 0 • • " · • ·: : •• • _ .: • • • • • : • • 

·-: . . It was mentioneda . · · ·· . . . ·- · ~ .. '. ; , 
• t • , '•• I •,. f' o 11 'o," • o . - . • • f 

. . · · . . TI -on ·16 Auius.t stated, wyovement or · ·: ·. 
· Air Unit . . to Rabaul is predicted -•.• .· .. . 

(Summary, 1806001 August, lio. 8) ·. ;·~- -- ·· 
. . ~ : . . . . . . . . . , . . .. . .. .. .... ' .. 

~= .· . · .. · ~· 
·~ .. 
.1 Japanese ·disp~tch · &Jmounce·d that the Buna 

Airport would be ready on August 16. ·'Enemy t!?ops 
I - . . . 

and 300 c·oolies had been at ·work on this airdrome 

. dur1~g · the p~evious weeki >: .. ·:· · · , ·· .· · 
. . : .• . . . '· . . ... , ': .. ~ · .. · .. - . .. . .. · . . · ... 

. • • .., .. : - . •• .•• . .. , .- ~ .. ~ .. - . .. '. ... :~ · .. .,.,...·. ·• ··=, .. 

· . . : • _:. :~ _II o. 6~ · .• : ::\; ; ?;;:;_~:.L:t;·:. rt }·.: ,?:-:> .<, <> · .'•:·: . ·:>:. '· :. > • : 
. . ·' · ·'· ..... · - FROM& ... 1_'~ - . ·#208 .. ~ J:i· Aug'\lSt·: . . . · :-· . ·.· ! . ; .. 

·.· ..... TO l ' . (CRUDIV 18 ·or DIVISION 18) ... : .. .. ~ ... .. ; ~ . . 
• • ·.: : • ~ - -·. :. ; •• • • • ·... : • • &.' • • ~, .... ( • • · _ , 4 . .. •• • ... • • • • ; • ' • • • -

. -
r • . . 

. . -
·. ... . :. 

. ... ·· .. 

··. · The Buna Airport 'wil.i ~ (ready ro·r . · .. :·· 
.. . ·. use) on the l;-6~h.·. (COU l.4-172008-DI) . . ·. .· · · . . .. .. · .. ·. . , - . . _ .. , . 

.. ... _. . . .. : .. . .. It -.as decl~redt :. · ·~· :. ·. .... . . ·. .· "' .. . . ... . 
. .·· . .. . .. 

. · .• . . · · ... ·. 0 •• • • ·. ·· . . 
... · TI on 14 August state.d Btma-L~e .Area _.' .. ;. ~ .:· ·· 
prominent, among originators was . . ~ . · .. :· . 
yesterday strongly associated CRUDIV 18 .. ; ..... 

·· ·. Comd.r · and is believed to be con~·. · · . 
'. ·._ . ·. struct ion Or engineering actiVity engaged .· ·. _.' ··._ , .. ·· 

• 0 ,. o,. ' 0 . . ..... 

• •• 0 •• • .. .. •• 
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ORIGINAL 
l December 19.44 

AUGUST 17, 1942 (Continued) 

lfo. 64S (Cont.) 
... 

1n preparation Buna Airport taci~ities. 
GHQ SWPA on 14th reported enemy troops and 
300 Coo~es landed Buna to work on airdrome 

·August 9th. . . · · 
(Summary, 1806001 August, Jo. 55) 

No. 649 

!he NIKKAI lLARU 1ras observed to be at Rabaulz 

TO a 

f/.254 .Aug. 05/1620 . , . 
{Comdr. NIKKAI lLARU 1n. 
8TH BASE FOR.) · · 

(Tokyo navy ~inister) 
(Tokyo Naval General 
Stat" f) 

(IOKOSUXA Naval Com- . · .. : 
mandant) 

- INFO: 
?) ' 

. ~COIIUNCH, 8TH FLEET) 

Yokosuka Navy Yard) 
. , Cots, 4TH FLEET) · , 

,Comdr. BASE FOBCE 14 
. . ~t 1'.ruk) . .· • . 

. 
•Arrived Rabaul at 1615. 

report (?)• . · 
(GZ #2517-0PBAV 171522-DI) 
(Summary, 1714001 August, Jo. 

I . 
40) 

The Co~der o! the Japanese Submarine .Foree 

was still at Yokosuka, from which a commander .or a 

division in Sub~rine Squadron Eight was planning to 
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~F.I G!NAL 
December 1944 

AUGUST 17. 1942 (Continued) 

moTe southward to !~· 

!o , 650 

COUSUBFORCE continues use o! Yokosuka 
Radio call as cover up. · 
(CO~ 14-171942-TI) 

It was remarked: 

TI on August 16 _stated, •COl.lSUBFORCE 
remQins Yokosuka•. 
(Summary, 1806001 August1 io. 16) 

No. 65i 
. At 0600/16 August CO~SUBDIV . 
addressed his commander, CO~SUBRON 8 who 
is placed in Yokosuka, COMSUBFOR and Yoko
suka Engineers and Docks, Inio: SUBRON 1. 
As this Division has been 1n Yokosuka since 
20 July, this is evidence of preparations 
to move, Distribution ~s made to Jaluit 
and Truk indication probable direction or 

"·. movement. (COU 14-170704-TI) · · 
~~ 

It was poin~ed out& 

SUBDIV operated in the ~arsha~s 
before going to Yokosuka, The first indica
tions of returning to the Yarshalls and/or 
Rabaul Area were received 1n TI August 9. 
(Sum.iilQ.ry1 171400 1 .~:i.lgust, Ho. 4~) 

Traffic analysis revealed the presence of many 

Japanese submarines. One submarine was at Kure, one 

510 
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OP.IGINAL 
l December 19.44 

AUGUST 17, 1942 {Continued) 

No. 653 (Cont.) 

YARU in Saipan ~ea. 
(BEL l.70815-TI) 

It was stated: 

COK l.4 on l4 August reported SUBDIV 
· ~eceived traffic via Ja.lui t. and on 

15 August reported !"lagship SUBDIV ·. 
remains in Solomons fixed !air by D/F at 
07-30 S. 158 E. . 

on August 14th received traffic 
via Jaluit. . . 

CO.:JSUBRON .3 on 15 August 
just Northwest of !ruk. 

TI indicated KARU 
communications w1 th Jalui t at 
August. 

fixed by .D/1 

will establish 
1600, 1..4 

on 16 August sent a premovement 
report to saipan Radio, Truk Radio 1 and CinC 
4TH FLEET. 

TI on 16 August indicated KARU 
in Saipan Communication zone. 
(S~ary1 1806001 August, No. 40) 

No. 6~4 

• 

Traffic routing and associations in
dicatez 

Units SUBRON l may proceed to 
Rabaul Area. 

Submarine .l in Rabaul Area. 
AUY~liary ; enroute Truk to Rabaul. 
AKEBONO MARU established com-

munications with Rabaul at 1200, 16th and 
may be proceeding that place • 

NARATO MARU ~U • in Rabaul 
Area. {BEL 170815-TI) . 
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QRIG!NAL 
~ December 19~ 

AUGUST 17, 1942 (Continued) 

Jio. 654 (Cont.) . . 
0 • • 

It was commentedt . 
On (l July TI indicated C01lSUBROll l 
· -· 

0 ~ at Yokosuka. 
• • 0 

. on J..4. J.Ugu.st was indicated as 
being 1n 8TH FLEET .Area. 

On 16 J.ugust 0 indicated would 
discontinue communication with Palao and 
establish co~ication with !ruk. 

.AKEBONO llARU and HARATO 1URU pre
viously noted here. 
(Summary, 1806001 August, !o. 'S) 

It was believed that the Co~ander or SUbmarine 

Squadron One was .en route to the South Pacific tore

lieve the ·co~der o! Submarine Squadron Three as 

Com:n.a..nder in Chief of the Japanese Southeastern SUb-

marine J'orcea 

Bearings indicate COMSUBRON ~ under
way for Southeast where he will relieve 
COI.:.SU:BRON 3 as Ccmdr SOUTHEASTERN SUB- . 
FORCE. (COU 14-171954-TI) 

It was noticecf: 

On August 15 TI indicated some evi
dence COMSUBRON 1 bound south !rom Empire. 
Was ad~ressed 15th by CO~SUBFOR in urgent 
despatch, reason for urgency not clear. 
(Summary, 180600 1 August, Ho. 18) . 
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ORIGINAL 
l December ~9.44 

AUGUST 17, 1942 (Continu.d) 

bo submarines were schequl.ed to cruise in the 

vicinity o! Cape Nojima on this dayl 

Yokosuka Wava1 Base Co~rce Protec
tion Intelligence Report i7J& 

In the evening o! tomorrow 17, t?ro or 
our sub:1arines rtll be cruising in ·the · 
vicinity of Cape Jojima. · (BEL 170723-DI) 
(SU!!liD.ary 1 1714001 August, No. ·1s) 

. Evicience t.ha t an .Allied sub:narine had been 1n 

action on August 16 was presented in t he next dis-

patch:. 

No. 657 

FRO~: Unknown Originator 16 August 

.ln enemy submarine attacked at OS0-
10' North,and 1S60 East. 
(COM 14-172008-DI) (S~ary, 1806001 
August, No. S7) 

The Fleet Intelligence Summary of August 17, 

19421 issued from the Flagship of the Comcander in · 
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ORIGTilAL 
l December 1944 

AUGU~T 17, 1942 (Continued) 

Chier of the United states Pac~ic 71eet, stated' 

lio. 658 

The HIYO &nd HAIATAKA plus the ZUIHO 
remain 1n Empire waters with an apparently 
defensive task. It is not expected that 
they will go south. Associations of thia 
force continue to be predominately with 
definite Empire forces. Rowever, the ZUI-

.. KAKU and SHOKAKU plus the RYU~O, although 
still apparently present in Empire waters, 
will definitely go sou~h, 1! not alreadf 
underway in that direction. .U though not 
evicient o! late, units o! Batdiv three rlll 
probably accompany this force. 

CinC 2nd Fleet is at present in the 
· Truk area. It is illdicated that he will 
play a large part in an of!ensive in the 
Southern area, although probably not 1n 
the first phase, which will be conducted 
by an Ar~y detachment (IKKI) probably around 
the 21st 1n the Guadalcanal area. It is not 
believed that this offensive can begin ~ 
the 18th as was also indicated. 

It was stated 1n the Bulletin o! the Commander 

in Chief of the Pacific Fleet ror August 17, 19421 

No. 659 

FRO~: Cincpac (NYCO) 170407, August 1942 
TO a Comsopacfor 

Coms Allsea!ronpac 
Cows Alltaskforcepac 
Com.inch 
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Coinsowespacror 
OpnaT 
Comnaveu 

llCR 6107 J Bulletin llo. 154 

. Kamikawa Karu and Rikawa (XAV) enr~te 
to !ruk and will probably continue to 
Rabaul. ~1saratsu ~1r G~oup at Karcus~ 
Chiyoda (AV) 1n Saipan area proceeding 
South. Desdiv 17 plus part my Desdiv 4 en
route Truk to Rabaul probably as escort fer 
army mdts. Desdiv 3 1;1 Ch1ch1j1ma area. 

BY DF, submarine 34 H 150 E. Follow
ing South and East. 8-16.4,. 6-162. 12-159. 
9-171. 9-156 • . 

Crudiv 6 departed Kavieng believed 
bound Solomons area. Indications increased 
air support !or shipping 1n DEI. Fujikawa 
llaru 11'111 proceed to liarcus !rom 1apan 
short~y. . 

~ surprise raid on Jlakin Island on .August 

17-18 was undertaken by a raider battalion of tba 

United States }(ar1nes1 assi~ted by the personnel ot 

the ARGONAUT and the NAUTILUS o! the United States 

Navy. This raid was initiated partly to destroy 
~ 

enemy forces and installations and partly to gain in

formation, but it was primarily intended to create a 

diversion o! torees by the Japanese, who, it was · 

• 516 . 
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AUGUST l7, 1942 (Continued) 

thought, were plann1ng to attack Guadaleanal in late 

~ugust. Despite some unanticipated losses the raid 

succeeded in wrecking Japanese planes, ships, and 

supplies. It also diverted enemy s~ps and aircraft 

which came to the relief ·or )lakin. 

This activity or the United States !avy-was 

reflected 1n the radio trat£ic of the Japanese. 

Several contact reports rro~ . Kakin Island were noticed 

since Truk radio gave them wide distribution to all · 

the important commanders in the pac1!1c as well as in 

the affected area. The Commander or the Eleventh Air 

Fleet, who was at Rabaul, and the Coi:lmander o! the 

Fourth Air AttaCk Force were very much on the alert. 

EneQY patrol plane activity in the Marshall Islands 

became prominent after the recei~t of these contact 

reports: 

No. 660 

Tentative Kakin .Island at 
0315/17 August addressed Commander 6TH 
BhSE FORCE . ancl 6TH DEF'El!SE Ji'ORCE 
Com:::1ander · - in a short 9-lCana !ol-
lor:ed during ensui.rig two hours by apparent 
contact reports at 0350 1 0406, 0435 and 
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Ho, 660 (Cont.) 

ORIGINAL . ·.· . . 
l. December l. 9-4.4, · ·· · · ·-·1:-: 

.... .. -~ · . 
• . . , · 

· .. · .... . 

another at 0438 followed by a flood o! 4- · · 
kana dispatches to various lland.ates com- . . . . 

; 
m.ands. These were given the customary ldde . .. _..: ~ 
distribution. (COii 14-170636-TI) · · · -: · _.:; ; . · { 
(Summary, 1714001 August~ Jio. 33) :. . .. ·.· . , · . : i 

lo. 661 
.. . ' . ·;· ~=-·-)_:· .~_ :;,.j,~ ~--· ·:<· .~ .-. :] 

Commander llTH AIR FLEET maintains 
activity in Rabaul .1rea and Commander 4ni . . . 
AIR ATTACK addressed directiTes to A.Tli Ant ..... · · 
bo:lbers1 and other Ka.ndates .UR .. · .· .. . 
Units following llak1n actiVity. llarshallJ :. .. . 
PATROL PLANE activity became prominent :tol- ·· · · . , . 
lowing contact reports mentioned above• ·- : :· - . · 
(COM 1.4-170704-TI} : . · .. · · · - ·~ -

It was indicateds , \ 

Commander 11TH AIR FLEET reportedly 
moved back to !enian l4 August. . _ .. 

. 1.s the Call for lST AIR GROUP . . · .· . . 
believed based at Taroa and operates under . · ... : ·-· ... - · · 
·the 4TH AIR .A.TTACX P'ORCE. · . · · . :':. . ·. · · . · ~ ·.'. 
(Summary, ~71400~ August, 3o. 35) :. · · =:· ... : • .. .. ~L:. · ·.: ·· 

·.· '-

•• ~ , : .... ~ ' , 0 : . ·:· • • • ... . • 

. . -.. .• . . 

No. 662 
. . . 

• • • • 1 • 

. . . . . : . .. ... - ;,.. :.-... ... . 
o ~·.. • •, I • • • • ,.. 

._ ... 
· Starting 03SS and continuing until . : :· 

about osoa:· 17th unidentified Base -- . ;-: .... . 
(probably !n !llarshall.s) originated series ... · _· .: · .. 

· of short urgent contact type codes which ·. . .. . · .. · .:-
were addressed for action to 6TH BASE FORCE : .. .. . ·· .- : 
at Jal¢ t . . ~ , 6TH DEFENSE FORCE at ·: ·: <-· . : __ 
Wo tj e and S :taf! Communi ea tion 0 :f'!i- .- -: . . · . · 
eer AIROH 24 .• · These despatches . . 

.,o 0 . • • • O o 

' . . . . . . . , . . ·; : ·:~:· , ' ·;I~-- . ··:. 

• • • • • • •• . ... • ' 4 • ,· · ... . . . ....... -.:~ .. -. .-;.:. .: .. : ·.·~. : .· . ·:. ~"'::0···-
. .... . : : . . . : . .... :: : • . . .. '7 • . ~;.- :: .. . ._ ': -. : .- :·_ ;: • 

I • 
- .. " ... . •. ... .- . ~ -· .;-. : . ·. 

--------------------ft-~- --~~=~-~--==~•sw~~. z 
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Jo. 662 (Cont.) 

were later given wide circulation by ~ruk 
Radio· and are possibly indicative o£ an 
attack ~ Marshall or Gilbert Is~ands. 
(BEL 1708J,5-TI) 

It was noted&· 

These apparent contact reports were pre
viously noted here starting at 03l5/17. 

is called tentative llakin Island by 
COM 14• Reported in RI Sucmary 170600/Q 
August, p4ge 131 item 40. · . 
(Summary, 180600 1 August, lo. ' l9) 

No. 663 · 

All operational and conta~t traf~ic 
originated by suspected Makin was 
re-transmitted for information 1ST AIR 
FLEET and 2l:D FLEET Commanders plus COMBINED 
FLEET 1 SUBFORCE 4-TH and 8TH FLEETS and Tokyo 
Operations and Intelligence. · 
(COM 14-171958-TI) 
(S~ary1 1806001 August, No. 20) 

lio. 661. 

Comdr and Staf£ Com:n. Officer llTH . 
AIR FLEET are at Rabaul with Flag .Secretary 
that command remaining at Tenian l • 
(BEL 170736-TI) • 

It was mentioned: 

.. TI on 17 August indicated Comdr 11TH 
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AUGUST 17, 1942 (Continued) 

Jo. 664 (Cont.) 

.UR YLEET maintains activity 1n Rabaul 
Area. (Summary, 180600 1 August, No. '2) 

!hough submarines and air tmi ts were Te-ry 

active in the south Pac~c on this day, there was 

no indication ot any ene~y losses in the Yak1n Island 

engagement which was going on at this timet 

No. 666 

Sul:marines and air units continua 
active 1n Southeast . (CO~ 14-171954-TI) 
(~ummary, 180600 1 August, Ho. 4S) 

Close check on intercepted messages 
from all known su~arines tails to reveal 
any apparent enemy losses in present 
engagement. (CO~ 14-171942-TI) 
(Su:n"::ery, 1806001 Au~t, :No. 49) · 
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.AUGUST 18, 1942 

.All important change in Japanese call signs 

took place at midnight, August 18. Indications ot 

future enemy security precautions were perceived in 

intercepted dispatches. It was evident that enemy 
. . 

codes, as well as call signs, were to be changed · 

during this period% 

No. 667 

Major Command and Shore Radio service 
calls changed at 0000 1 18th. · 
(EEL 180713-TI) (Summary, 1906001 August, 
1i 0. 1) 

No. 668 

FRO!:.:.: 

TOt . --

DlF'Ot 

1,293 Aug. 7/1440 
(Comd. Fleet Tanker or 
Tender) 

(Chief of Starr 8TH 
FLEET) 

(Chief of Staff 4TH 
FLEET) · 

(Truk Military Stores 
Bureau) 

·( Comd. BASE FORCE #8 at 
Rabaul) 
(Co~d. 1n East Indies) 
(Comd. BASE FORCE 14 at 
Truk) 

(Comd. BASE FORCE #5 at 
Saipan) 

(Comdr. AZU"ti MARU) 
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llo. 668 (Cont.) 

•Please send at once tci ~0 the coda 
which is to be made effective ~rom 16 
August.• (GZ {2SZl-OPNAV 181442-DI) 

llo. 669 

It was remarkedz 

RO is believed to be · xavien~. 
(Summary, 181400, J.Ugust, lio. 33) 

TO c 

INFO: 

~Qj ·AUg. 13/1700 
(Ominato Area DE.l"ENSE 
FOR. - currently based 
at X:iska) · · 

(?) . 
{Ominato Area DEFENSE 
FOR. - currently base4 
at lCiska) 

(?) 
(STH l"LEET Staf.f Communi
cation Officer; also 
Chief o.f Staff smaller 
Comds.?) 

•From l6 Augu.st until the receipt ot 
Navy Code and related publications(?) 
this 7orce will use Navy Code ,• 
{GZ #2~22-0PNAV 181442-DI) 
(Summary, l8l.400, August, No. 3) 

There was much ~apanese operational radio 

traffic in the south Pacific on this day, but Japanese 

security precautions prevented the ~ediate 1denti-

• 

. - .. --.. - ... . . -- · . -------- -----
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~ication or the organisations concerned. It was no

ticed that many old dispatches were being circulated 

at this time including two clispatches or _a very un

usual types 

lie. 670 

llo. 671 

. 
Kuch Operational Code traffic emanat

ing from Southern .1rea during morning or 
18th, with appearance or action or cont~ct 
reports. No Originator or address and 
relay only to high commands prevents i~enti
!ication of organizations. 
(GT 1698-0PNAV 181452-TI) 
(S~ry1 181400, A~o-ust, -No. 18) 

MOST URGENT traffic !rom southern Area 
using Operational Code, single Kana -
Numeral calls. . - Gua~alcanal (?) 
noted in one address from at 0625/18~ 
(GT #700-0PNAV 181452-TI) 

It was pointed outa 

"tentatively identified 
in 5TH FLEET P .ATROL DIVISION ··
parently, in this case it is not 
FLEET PATROL vessel. 
(S~ry, 181400 1 AuGUSt, No. 19) 

No. 672 

as a Unit 
• Ap
a'TH 

Operational traffic fro~ Solomons eon-

---------------------------- -
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Ho. 672 (Cont.) 

No. 673 

tinues heQvy throughout 18th. 
(GT i702-0?N~V 181750-TI) 
(S~ry, 181400, August, N~. ~0) 

Large nUlllber 3 to 4 da:r old despatches 
being circulated, but new tr~~fic lev.-. 
(co~ lA-182~22-TI) 
(S~ary, 1906001 Aucust, No. 3) 

No. 674 

Two unusu::.l t:rye ?espat.ches inter-
cepted fro..ll Tokyo \ at 
0830,· 17th. These were 5-character con-
tinentc.l code nnd v.re:::-e sent to and 
neither call identified. (BEL 18071;-TI) 
(S~ry, 190600, Augu~t, No. 4) 

Much of the .rapanese activity see:1e-(]. .to be 

centered around Guacialcc.nal. The Co~der in Chief 

or the second Fleet ~6 the Commander of the First 

Air Fleet '~"•ere. closely as so cia ted \vi th operations in 

this areaz 

No. 675 

-call 
.Again activity connection Guadalcanal 

• Sent several urtGENTS, one 
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.. ·:' ... . 

extremely long. No addressees but going 
to Rabaul. ·thought to be 

lieta or s1milar area. Few Xana numeral 
type calls seen connection these two sta- . ·: 
tions and thought newly established sea- . 
plane bases vicinity. One or these - • ·· -
tentatiTely identi!'ied thru enciphered ad~ . . · · : 
dress to be KIYOKAWA ?!U.RU Base at G1%o ·· . ·. ;. 
Island Wlcon.tirmed. (COli 14-18222·2-TI) ? •• 

• ' • I • • •. : • l 

- -' 0 • .. • 

It wa.a observeds ... ..,. 

'· . ..: . . ... . ~ ..... 

:~ .. : 

0 • 

. ·. ··.: . ' . 

- . . . . . 
"": ·· .. -... ~ : . . . . ~ 
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AUGUST 18, l9l.2 (Continued) .. ·· ... . :: ... ; . 
' . ;. ·". ·. ::::

. :~~ - ..... :. ·~ 

)io, 676 (C~nt~) 

· ~UL BASE FORCE _ .. _. One was passed 
only to CinC 2ND and Comdr 1ST AIR FLEET 
. ~ # · indicating close association these 
commands with operation Solomons !rea. 

. (BEL 180739-TI) · . 
· ·. · (~~r)", 1~0600, A~st, No. -41) .· · .. 

.. . . . ··· . : . . · .... -;.. 

' ;. ., ... ': . \ 

' .. . . 
-· ... - . . . . : ~· -:. :·. 

., . 
,· • ... · . . 

.. . _ .. ... -
·.· .. .: · .:: . 

: .. ·. , · .·._, ... ·: :· .. :: .-

~ratric aDalysis disclosed the presence or the 

Comb~ed l"leet Starr 1n .Tap&:J.1 the Co~ander in C~er 

or the Second Fleet at Truk, and the starr Communica-

tion O.t'.t'1cer .or Air Squadron '1'1renty-tw9 at Tiniana · ..... ·.· . .. ·_· : 
• 

lfo. 677 

Traffic routing indicates presence o! 
CO!ffiiNED FLEET Command in Japan. · 
(COM 14-180646-TI) · . _ . 

It was sta tedJ .. 

. . . n indications l. 7 August I CO!.tBINED 
FLEET STAFF at Xure. . . 
(Summary, 181.400, August; No •. ,5)·. , · 

... ... · 

. .. . 

. . . . 
:. ·-. ........ " .... ; ... 

' 
' 0 • • , • 

. . . • .. . .... • .. 

· · . No. 678 . . .. ... 

.. :· . 
: ... : 

·. ... ·. 
.. . . 

· · CINC 2ND FLEET moved !rom Saipan to 
Truk and so remains for present. 
(COM 14-180646-TI) (Summary, -1814001 
.August, No. 10) 

. . ... 

.. · .. .. . 

.. · 

., . 
. .. . . . 

'· 

' · . . 

. . . .• 
' I .I 

·~ .. ·:·.: : .. :. ·:· . ::· ( ;: -:.:·· ' .. :- ~ .· .. : ·~-- .~~ < .. ; .. : ... : . : .... 
. . . 

., . 
', .a ' I: • .,· : • ~. .,. .' . . . 

: . . .. .. 

.. . . . , 

. . . . . 
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I 
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llo. 679 

Despatch !rom CINC 2ND FLEET at 1330/ 
17th· (blank origin) to . CI.NC 11TH AIR FLEET 
• • \ CIBC 8TH J'LEET . . . · . .., ·Co~ders 
DESRONS 2 and 4 and COMDESDIJ' . . ·• 
Ini"ot CINC . COMBINED . . , qDiC lS~ AD . 
FLEET ', CINC 4TH FLEET and 
Naval deneral- ~ta!! Yas broadcast by 1'ruk 
Radio. (COli 14-180646-TI) 
(Summary_, 181400 1 .l.ugust, lfo. ll) 

.· 
: . : 

. . 
- .. 

. ·. 

... . . . 

. ' •.. 

·'· 
. . . . ": 

. -. ' 

" . . . 

. .. . : 

~ . . 

llo, 680 
• • • • • 0 

One despatch noted from CINC 2ND FLEET 
(no originator) at 1300, 15th, to 2ND FLEET 

. , in£orma tion CINC COU3Ih'"ED 
.• ~ 4TH . . I 8TH ·.. • ' 1ST ·.uR 
. . . and llTH AIR FLEETS plus 

. .. 
·. ·. 

Chief Naval General Staff , • Further 
indication from noted rout!ng that CINC 2ND 
is in Truk Area. (BEL 180645-TI) 
(Summary, 1906001 August, No. 23) 

No, 681 . · .· 
: , . 

Traffic in one inst~~e for ·stari · · · 

· .. ,. . _.. . 
~ . ' . •.• . = .... 
... . ... ·. ', .. 

·. . . . 

... . ·-: ·, . .... 

Comm Officer AIRON 22 • . • was routed · · · . . ... .. 
o .; ~ ,•' : ~ to Saipan for delivery, suggesting that 

Officer possibly at Tenian. 
(BEL 180713-TI) (Summary, 1906001 August, · 
No. 19) . . . . . · ·,. . . 

Cruiser Divi sion Eighteen was 5t111 active in. 

the Buna area, where the s~sebo _ #5 Specia~ Landing 

.. .. 

., 

. 

. . . .. 

. . . . 527 ·>·· .. 
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Force was operating. !he Communication Officer !or 

=-~-~-~~ ... 
~· .. · , ~· 

~ .. ·= ..... =;. . ·-, . .,;.;, . . . 
' . · . . , ,•..:: 

.. " ... . .. . . .. : -~ .!:·. 
- . ~ . . .. ,/ , . . -. ,. .... .... 

Cruiser Division Eighteen was receiving radio tra!~ic 

via a ship o! Destroyer Division Eight of Destroyer 

.... .. ... 

• 
Squadron Four. Tra!'tic ·analysis indicated that the 

Co!lmlander o~ Destroyer Squadron Three and the. Com-

·mander of Cruiser Division Seven, which had been ill 

company !rom the East Indies en route to ~ruk, were 

now separated: 

No. 682 

CRUDIV 18 in Buna J.rea and 5TH SPE
CIAL L.Al~DDiG .FORCE associated. 
(co~ 14-180648-TI) 

It ~as co~ented: 

. On 14 August CRUDIV 18 was action ad
dressee that Buna Airport would be ready 
for use 16 August. CRUDIV 18 has" been 
closely associated with Sasebo #f SPECIAL 
LANDING FORCE (operating at Buna • 
(Summary, 1814001 August, No. 2S · 

No. 683 

Com!!lander SASEBO #5 LAUDING FORCE, · 
and ( TAIMO) shown at Buna . - . • Com-
mander TAINAN AIR at Lae • at 2000/ 
18 Aug~t. · {GT #702-0PNAV 181750-TI) 
(Summary, 1814001 August, Bo. 26) 

. . 
. . -

. . 
. . .• . . -

• ' :· < 

.• . •. 

.. .. . 

. ... .. . .. 

. ' 

' · .. . 

. . ... .. . . .. ... 
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Wo. 6S4 

One despatch !rom STH !lR ATTACK FORCE 
de~vered to (destroyer of DESDIV 8 
of DESRON 4) !or del.ivery_ to Communication 
Officer CRUDIV 18 • 

lio. 685 

{coa 14-180648-TI) · 

It was 1nd1catedr 

This DD has been operating wi tb. CRUDIV 
18. On.August 13 it was noted that traffic 
was del.ivered to it for Communication Offi
cer of CRUDIV 18. 
(Summary~ 181400# August, No. 23) 

Chief of Staff PHILIPPINE FLEET 
. · sent shor~ ~espa~ch at 1016, 16th,:to 

CO~CRUDIV 7 and CO~SRON 3 
3) 1 inforoation COMbR 32UD BASE FORCE 

at Davao and Davao Branch of 103rd Mili-
tary Stores Depot · ·• Routing 1ndi- . 
cates CO&DESRON 3 and COllCRUDIV 7 not now 

_ in company although they have been appear
ing together 1n traffic past several days. 
(BEL 180645-TI) · 

.. 
It ·was mentioned: 

D.I. indicates CRUDIV 7, parts of DE5-
DIV 2 of DESRON 4 and DESD!V 15 of DESRON 
2, scheduled to arrive at Davuo on 16 
August. In the same message DESDIV 
of DESRON 3 was scheduled to arrive Davao 
about 18 August.· 
(S~ary, 1906001 August, No. 42) 

5·29 
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J!o. 686 

. CRODIV 7 and COMDESRON :; 1n company, 
be~eved enroute Truk !rem Kakassar. 
(CO~ 14-180648-TI) . . 

· It was declared& 

· CRUD IV 7 and two DESDIVS . (probably of .· 
DESRON 3) reported1y arrived at Makassar 13 
August. ll1 TI Stations have reported CF.U
D:rv: 7 and DESRON 3 wUJ. go to the Mandates 
and probably operate with 1ST }~R FLEET 
(carriers) or other !orces 1n the Rabaul 
uea. (Summary, 181400; August, Ho. 14) -

' j • 

• . . . . . 

r 

-.. 

. • ; .· . 

}!o, 687 

Rabaul , : 1 (probable cover !or 
CINC STH FLEET) address~d CO~CRUDIV ' 7 
. _ _ • CO~ESRON 2 , ·.. CO~ 

RON 7 . _ 1 and CO:.IDESDIV 4 
at 1511/18 August~ . · . 
(GT #701-QPHAV l8175D-TI) . 

.• 

It was noticed& 
.· 

-. .. cot.t.'l4 17 August . stated po~sibility ' 
CO~CRUDIV 7 (listed with 1ST AIR FLEET) . . 
proceeding East Indies to ~ruk. . SUBRON 7 . · · 
opera. ting in the New Britain-Solomons Area·. . 
(Summary, 181.400, August, No. ~2) . . · 

.· . . 

. .. 
. .. : . 

. -

.-. . . 

. . - ~ .. 
The· deciphered text or a dispatch which. ordered .. · ... . .. . . .. .. . . . . 

. .. - . Cruiser D1vis1~n. Seven and Destroyer 'squadron Thr~e to.~ ·.··.· ... 
: . 

move !rom·: the ·xa·s·t Ind1e~ -to the s·olomon~_ ·r .eg1on n~~- .--
. ; .... . . . . 

!'ollows• · . ·.::.· · ··,: · ·:·· . - ~· .... · ·.·. ·; ·· · .·. · 
.... . . : .. , . . . :. ·.: ;:~ . . • . . <_.: . ·. ~ .. : ·.. . .. . . . 

· .. . . . .• .· ·.· . ... 
. . \ .. . /' ..... : . . .. 

. . . ..· .. . . . 
' .. -. • .-=· .... • . .. . . ; .· .. :. ;· ·• . • ~ . 

' . . : · .. ~ . . . . 
. • " , . • • • . .~ • ., . :. ;, .• I • · • . t ' •• • • • • : • 
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_lo. 688 

-. . \ .. •. 

. . · .. 

FROih 
. ~0 ' 

IliFOs 

• • I 

#;;;, 1ooo, ~ugust ~o 
-~Concealed identity call) 
· CINC CO~!NED FLEET) · 
. Comdrs. All llajor Com-

mands less (STH 
FLT)) _-

(Yokosuka Commandant) 
(Kure Kovement Report 
Section) · 

~
Sasebo Chief of Starr) 
Tokyo Uilitary Uini~ter) 
Tokyo Naval General . 

. starr) . .- · · -

~
COMDESRO! 3~ . 

·. COMDESROB 2 
C011DESRON 4 -· - . 
COMDR #32 BASE FORCE at 
Davao) _ -.. . 

(COMDR #21 SPECIAL BASZ 
FORCE- at Soerabaya) -

(COMDR #22 B~SE FORCE at 
Soerabaya) . . 

~
Maru Air Tender) -
Maru Air Tender) · 
KAGU l!ARU - Air Tender) 

_l. 'CRUDIV 7 less SUZ1JYA 
_ •, DESRON 3 - - - .. less DESDIV · . 

___ J!._..j,_• _ _, DESDIV ).5__ _ . less 
I DESDIV 2 

\fl!GASH.I)-MARU and - K.AGU MARU ?) 
will depart UU about--- -· - · -- • . 

2. Schedule of movements1 · · -
. _a) CRUDIV 7 less suzuyA+, DESDIV 

lS le~s j _ · DD , I - DESDIV 2 ?) 
· · less j _ - D , proceed AiD (Davao) via 
. BB (Balikpapan 1 arriving MD {Davao) on 16 

. August. . .. 

. · 
. .. 

... .. 
' 

.... ··. 

-~ • • : • • # •• ' 

. . ·.~ ·_ ... 
. ·=· . . . 

. . -- ... ·. 

·. 

'. 

- . - . · .. 
-· 531 
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Jo. 688 {Cont.) 

, . b) DESRON 3 . ( . I J.e)ss DESDIV 
' · arrive YD DaTao about -----

---.-·c) !he - ) (HIGASHI) lUl'm • the 
j : - KAGU_ YARU .!l and DESDIV \ . 

'less - DD) - - - - - - -
a-rr-1::--v-e--:llD (Davao) about 18 August. · 

. - - - - - - ~roeeed to PT 
(Truk) escorting the - ship ?) 
which departs JN on l.3 August*+. · 

.~r~slator' s lfotet *Ship whose call is 
p ~Cannot tell ·to .what units thia 

directive is addressed. 
(GZ 12529 ~ OPNAV l8234D-DI) 

It 1ras noted' 

This message was reported by T.I. in 
R.I. Summary 120600/Q August, page 16, item 
40. UU not identified. Other •us loca
tions have appeared to be in the Burma-

. Andaman Is • .&rea. J1l has been identified as 
Bali, although the possibility that -it i5 

. Surabaya has been noted. . . . · - ·· · 
(Summary, 1906001 .August, Jlo. · 3.4) ·. · .: .. · . . . . . 

•• •• 0 ' . • •• • 

. · .: Two other decipherme~t~ revealed deta~s or · 
the enemy's plans ~or active defens~ o! Guadalcan&la .. 

. No. 689 ·. .· .. 

.-

FROZJ.& 
· . · 1239 14 AugUst 

!Rabaul Radio) · · . ' . ·.. . 
COMBINED FLEET) . · 
Naval General Staff) · · 

.• . 

· o.o• • • 

.· 

~ : o, • , 

• 'o • . . . . . . · .. 
:-'" .. · . 

. G :··< ~ > .. :_·~ .... ::· : .. '· .. -. ·---.:·. ;· __ · ~ : ...... ·. 
.·. 

o •• • . .• .•. . .· . . . 

• ' • ' • 0 0 

• • .. 0 
• • • • • " o 0 • 

o• ... 

. ~ .. . . 
" o P. o, 
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- - ~·· -
. UFO: 

-. --' -

DESROli 2) 
OUTER SOUTH SEAS FORCE) 
DESDIV 4) - -. . .. . 
DESDIV 17) -- .· ... -. - . - .. 
Chie~ o£ S ta! r SUB l'O FCE) 
Chie£ ot Staf~ 4T~ FLEET) 

- . 
Froc Chief o! Sta:r£ 8TH FLZET. Passed 

to STR FLEET. 
· (l) (Contains· general statement o~ 

mission to be accomplished br OUTER SOUTH 
· SEAS FORCE and Base J.ir Foree in coopera

tion with J...rmy. Rave not been able to re
cover Talues for the coda group describing 
the specific action to be taken but has to · 
do with putting a Defense (?) Force into 
RXI from whi ch o erations a ains t are 
to be l aunched ? possibl e that opera-. 
tions against RXB a re to be l aunched si
mult aneous with~ or independent of, t he RXl 
operatio~s, but under~ined versi on is pre-
!erred)) • · · - .. 

(2) Details 1n following order: · (a) 
.lia.me o! F'orce; (b) Name of -Com:naDder; .(c) 
_ Organiza ti~nJ (d) Opera t_io~s. · -

- ~ .. 
· . . ' 

.. . : 

.. . 

_.· •. (1) . -.... . ·.· · ... .... : ·. .. . . . '· - .. .. . - . 

·-

- . . . . . 

-~ . . ~- a~- - ~- . -_ .. . --~/- : . . .. ·. ·. . . 
b .. ' . . . .. 

.. .. . ~ . coVer(?) . -.. o;eratio~~-. ·" 

. . -
t • 

. · . . -. ; .. 
covering (?) -F~rc~ .-. · ; 
CRUDIV . . ., . 
COJ.CRUDIV 6 . - . 

•••• • : ,I 

Depar t RO on 17th, and with the ~ 
--- ot the Defense (?) Force, 
attack enemy --. ,· . .-.. .. · 

• • • • ... f • • i .. • • •. • .. • • ~ • 

' . 
. .. 

~ . .. 

.. ...... ~ ... .. 

.. . :-: . ..·. . , ... i -~ . .. . . :· ,. . , • . . . ~ :. 53 . . . . .. . .. . ; . . - .. , . ··.. -.. 3 _· .. , . -
•• • ._ ... ; . . ... 4 • _ _ :~ • • • • ··;·.·: . _:._.-.~ :~:·_'_.:. :·~_.:-_· --~--- · ,:·::. • • • : : • _. - - . ' • :·.~ • ·- -~ - · - ' • -. ' . ' • • • - •• 

_ .. ~ 

• ~ ... \•' .· " ··- _: .... ·_:_.· .... t , . ~ ~:·._.· . ·:· . . : _:. ·· .. ··,·r , · ..... , .. ~·;· : · · · . • , , 
, · : .·' • ; , '."". •• : ~· •• .._ I • • .. , • • : 

• • ~ .# • •• J t. ·.. .. • • ~ • ~ : • • • .. • • • • • •• • • ·~, • • ... . :." . .. • • 

• • -.. .., ~! • • .. .; • _.. : ·, ·: .;. :. • . • • ' . • .• - •• ··• • ~ ~ : • ,; ... ••• ~-••• ~ - - · • • •• ~ .. . 

•"' .-,.·.-.. ·. ·· . . · ; · ·--~~ ... ::_ .. .. . {~ .... :. _':~ ,~ ~ · .-,. .; :~.. . .·..:. ·:·· .. · ·· ... - .... ... 
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(3) 

~
~l De~ense ?orce* 
b CO:JDESBON 2 
c DESRON 2 

( 
I Escort (?) _ 

d) convoy leaving T~ at 0600. 
on 16th and arriving · 

(d) 

point (or point )*+ at 1830 
on 21st. · 

Force 
=co~M~D~·E~SDIV 4 (?) 
DESDIV 4 less 2ND Section 
DESDIV 17 less ' - DD in 

; - , _ DD 
~part.~T at (about 10) hours 
on 15th, join~?) IKXl DETAC~NT 
and proceed to RXI, arr i ving off 
destination (?) on 18th an d. =.-==.• 

---Force 

-----
Attack eneay ____ ~in RX! Area. 

(6) -

~~l 
_Force 

4 vs 
(d) Establish base (?) at (Gizo (?)) 

Island and conduct reconnaissance 
of RXI Area and --. 

-~In this block the encoder h~s not followed 
the order given in the first part of this 
paragraph. It may be that t he nace o~ 
this force is omitted, and that t he De
fense (?) Force is part of the organ1za-

- 534 
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tion, not its title. 
**Ins~rted b7 translator. 
(GZ I2Sl2-QPNAV-180010-18001S-18002~TUNA-
DI) · 

It was remarked& 

This is .essentially the same data as 
previously reported 1n HEYO #16-1 and RI 
Summary 170600/Q ~ugust, item 43, page 17. 
(Summary, 1806001 J.ugust1 llo. 4l) 

lro. 690 

....... 

sz; 

FROUa • 
TOs 

INFOz 

#756, 2100, August 9 
CINC CO:OffiiNED FLEET) 
CINC STH FLEET) 
COMDESDIV 4 in DESRON 4) 
CO!.iDR lST AIR l"LEET) 
Unidentified) 
CO!.IDR llTH AIR FLEET) 
CO!.!DR i4 BASE FORCE at 
Truk) 

(Tokyo Naval General 
Sta!f) 

PESDIV 4 1 less 
DD) n""!'"ll~-e-scort the IKKI Detachment'- to PT 
and a!ter arrival at PT will be assigned 
-to •Outer• SOUTH SEAS FORCE• 
(To Co~der IKKI Detachment for informa-
tion). · 

(GZ #2532 ~ OPNAV l823S6 - DI) 

It was pointed out: 

Uention of IKKI Detachment in later 
despatches already reported in R.I. ·~um
mar1es1 indicates LOa Detachment left Truk 

. · 

ZS4 5 t e .a gga • -••· ce _!4 aus $$ 

535 
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on l5 August and is to take part 1n opera
tions a~ainst RXI (Guadalcanal). PT is 
Truk. lSu:nmary, 1906001 iugust, lio •. ~7) 

Evidence ·that the Japanese .had cre~ted a •B• 

Operations lorce was contained 1n another message, 

but Yery little info~tion was &Tailable concerning 

this force. !ra!fic analysi~ revea~ed that one enemy 

submarine was near Soerabaya1 the flagship or De

stroyer Squadron Si% was at Truk, the Com!!l.Bllder ot 

Destroyer Squadron ~o l'Tas near Rabaul, t he Commander 

of ~stroyer Squadron Four was at Saipan, t he Com

mander o! Destroyer Division Four was in the !ruk

Rabaul area, the Commander Destroyer Division Twenty-

ably escorting air units southwards • . The flagship o! , 

Destroyer Division Thirty-four, ~hich was receiving 

traffic 1n care of the Eleventh Air 7leet1 was lo

cated at Rabaula 

536. 
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lio. 69i 

FROlh 
TO t 

DiFO& 

#527 Aug. l/1000 
DEI FORCE) 
?) . 
2nd Fleet) 
DesRon 5) 
3rd Fleet) . 
Tokyo Naval General 
Sta!'!) 

(CruDiv 7) 

~
l#l Air Attack 7oree) 
Co:nbined Fleet) 
DesRon 3) .. 

•7rom Commander SOUTHERN(?) FORCE. 
- DESRON 57) is detached !rom 

and assigned to the 'B' Operations 
=-FO~R~CE. 1 (GZ 2528-0PN.AV 181742-DI). 

It was observedt 

About 26 Ju.ly DESRON S was known to be 
1n Ambon • . Little is known o! the •B• OPERA
TIONS FORCE. .About August 4 CRUDIV 7, 
DESRON .3, DESRON 5 and the •.A• Section c4 . 
SUBRON 8 appeared in frequent despatches. 
The onJ.y •B• Section noted at that time a~ , · .. 
peared to be associated with AIR ESCORT 
FORCES south !rom the Empire.- ·. · 
(Summary, 1814001 .August; Ko. 36) · 

!i'o. 692 

Following in Soerabaya ~re~ by Radio 
Guards 

ot DESRON 5, Unidentified 
'Jmd (COM .l4-l8064~TI) 

: . 

. ~ . . . . " . 537-.. · , . . . 
. . . ·. . . ' .. . : ·- '• , I • •• • -· 

·.· 
.. .. . ~- ·. . 

. - .. , : :: .. . .. , 
. .• .. 

... 

.· . 

... . 
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i: It was stated: 

was rirst noticed in Yakassar 
Area 1 July. BELCONHEN reports - · . \ is 
a ~U which apparently received a sUb 
attack about 1730/13 August 1.n the Indies· 
Are&. · (S~ry, 1814001 August, .No. 35) 

No. 693 

. Flag ship DESRON 6 . • in !ruk Zone 
at 0745/18 August •. (GT '#701-0PNAV. 181750-
TI) (Summary, 1814001 August, Mo. 15) 

·xo. 694 

COMDESRON 2 1n Ra ba ul Are a. CO~E5-
RON 4, apparently less DESDIV 8, in Saipan 
Area and associated with 6TH BASE FORCE 1n 
Yarshalls. (COM 14-180646-TI) 

It was commenteds 

COYDESRON 2 noted originating traffic 
at Rabaul 17 .August. On 16 August Truk 
handled traffic for COMDESRON 4• 
·(Sum:n&.ry, 181400 1 .A.ugust.," No • . 27) 

No. 695 

Rabaul (probable cover for CINC 8TH 
FLEET) addresses COMDESDIV 4 .at 
0715/1Sth, with routine precedence. 
(GT #698-0PNAV 181452-TI) . 

. ' . . ... · . . ... 

538 
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It was indicateds 

By TI . (COW)ESDIV 4) was between 
Trtlk and Rabaul 15 .August at ~640. 
(Su:nmary, lSUOO, .August, lfo. 21) 

Io. 696 

C01IDESDIV 27 
Zone at 2332/18 August. 
(GT #701-0PNAV l817So-TI) 

It was mentioneda 

was 1n !:ruk 

COMDESDIV ·27 · appears asso-
ciated ~ith 8TH FLEET and· 'TH AIR ATTACK 
FORCE on 8 August. . 
(Summary, 1814001 August, No. 16) 

l!o. 697 

_ (Destroyer of DESDIV ) was 
associated with Comdr. ~SARATSU AIR GROUP . ' 

· at llarcus . . ·. and SAIP AN BASE 
" FORCE ·• • and may be operating as es-
cort !or Air Units enroute to Southern Area 
from the Empire. (BEL 180713-TI) 
(~_UIImlary, ,1906001 August, l'fo. ll) 

• No. 698 

Routing and associ~tions indicatet 

Flagship DESDIV 34 : . and Ltan-
of-Tiar receiving tr&ffic in care 11TH 

: " 

. ' .; . 
~ . . . ·, 

. ' · 

- ------------------ - - ----
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Jo. 698 (Cont.) 

J.IR FLEET. {BEL 180739-TI) 

. It was declared: 

CinC 11TH AIR FLEET appeared by TI ·as 
being at Rabaul. on 17 .August. · 
(Summary, 190600, August, Mo. 32) 

It was pointed out that the Commander o! the 

Boihow force was not aboard ~he destroyer · ;,. 

. 
Another unidentified unit, probably a destroyer, was 

ordered to proceed to Rabaul as an escort f or a Y~ 

l{o. 699 

At 0215, 18 August " HOIHOW FORCE Comdr• 
was shown on board IiARU instead o! 
DD as previously sho~. Tra!!ic for 
this command was routed to !ruk. · Suspect 
DD is escort !or J. 
(GT 1697-0PNAV-1~0025-T.I) 

, .. . ···. It was noticeda 

CO:roESDIV 29 on DD in Sa1pa.n 
Zone at 1745, 17 August, according. to TI. 
(Summary, 1806001 August, No. _56) · 

}lo. 700 

FROM: ~Rabaul RadiolH27l Aug. 1.4 
TO . t unidentified 

unidentified .. 
· unidentified 

. _ .... . . 
540 ·, 

·' . .. . .. . . . 
~ . . . .. . .. .. . . . . 

' 
. .. .. - .. 

·~· - -
' . . : 

.. 

: 
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J • • • ~ 
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•From CINC 8TH. Passed 8TH :FLEET. 
Proceed Rabaul escorting MARO.n 
(BEL 180215-DI) 
(Summary, lS0600, August, lfo. 42) · · . 

. · 
-~ convoy •as gathering at Sasebo at this t~e, 

and it was thought that Koji, Bake and St. James 

would be its possible rendezvous pointst 

No. 701 

No. 702 

I • 

Convoy under co:nmand o! Number l Es
CORT FORCE 1n process of Organization at 
Sasebo. Moji, Bako and St. Jacques men
tioned in headings. (CO~ 14-180652-TI) 
(Summary, 181400 1 J.ugust1 No. 9) · 

.. 

' 
. . 

addresses Yoji 1 Bako, and 
St. J'ames- (Sanjiyamaku) appeared in h~ad
in~ and associated with ESCORT FORCE 
. :which suggests arrangements for convoy 

with vessels passing through or ~oss1bly 
rendezvous at these points. · 
(BEL 180713-TI) . 

It was noteds 

on 12 August was associated 1n 
convoy movement South or Formosa. 
(S~ary, · 1906001 August, No. 14) 

541 
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I 
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!here was considerable activity at Ta~io~ 

Japanese bases, possibl7 .~dieating that reinforce

ments "Were being sent into the Baballl a:rea. !he 

· .. 

Fourth Base Force was situated at !~1 the. !11'th Base · . _ 

. .· 
the !wenty-third Base 1orce somewhere 1n the JaTa 

area.· The Yokosuka IS Special Landing Force had al

readr been ordered to proceed to Rabault 

Ho, 703 

, .. ._ 

; · 

·-

.• 

Chief' or Starr 4TH FLEET _ . at 
1450/17 Augus t addressed Chiefs o! Staf! 
C0.14BINED and 1ST AIR FLEETS 

. 'J ln.fos·· .STH BASE FORCE, Chiefs of S~a!!' . 
2ND FLEET and llTH AIR FLEET 1 

. . plus 4TH BASE FoRCE. (COM 14-180648-TI) - ':' . . . , . 
It. wa~ remarked& . ,·.· . . : . , . .. : · :· ·:. - .... ·· 

. •. . , . • : • ~ .. ·.: .• • • . • 0: • • 

The STH BASE FORCE. is at Saipan while 
the 4TH BASE FORCE is at Truk. At 1330/15 
August CINC 4TH's traf'1"1c was routed to · · ... 
Jaluit. On 16 August traffic seemed to .be 
going to JaJ.ui t for him but on 17 August . 
Truk apparently delivered his traffic. · 
{Su:nmary,· 1814001 August, lio." 12} · . 

. ·. · · l!o. 704 , 
• • # : • •• • • •• • • ·' • ! ~ : .. . . . . • . . ". 

.• 

.. . . ... . . .. ... :. 

. . . ... . . 
. . ·. 

. . 
. .. . .. 

. . : 

: .. 

··· ·.-. .. .23rd and lOth Base 7orces probably .. . : : . ... 

·- · ··. · .· ·-· .. , · . sending unknown un1 ts to Rabaul Are~. 
·~ . . :· :· . :. . . . . ~ . , : . . . . . , 

. · ·~ ·. . . . . :.: ... ~- . .. .. 

. •. ,: .' :,. ' .... . . 5 42 . . . 
. . :- .· · . ,· :': "' . . .. .. . - .. ' .. . 
.... ·•· ... ·. ·· .. ·. · _·,' .:.. ···. . ... · ' ,: . _.,>,.,.:· ·:· . .• . · ::·· .· ~ ~ --:·· ... :·- : .. ~ .; .. ., .... . ·; :· · . ... : _ _ ,: · 
- . ' ; · ,, : . • .. ·~ .. : :~·. . . • . . • . . •r • ... . . # .. • • ' •• • ~ 

e ·• . . . .. . .. . .... : ·::·' ...... •:; .. .... : . .. .. .. ":..~ ... -~··:. . . . . . . . ~: .--~· '; . -~. . . .. ~ ... · 
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: . 

(COK 14-180648-TI) 

It ~as pointed outa 

'!he 23RD BASE FORCE 1 s located some 
place in the Java Area. The lOth Base 
Force is at Ambon. Both have been closely 
assoc1.ated nth the 4th, 2nd and 8th 71eets, 
mainly thru the trai'!ic of CruDiv 7 and 
DesRon 3. . . 

.!bout J.ugust 15, Commander DEI FORCE 
1p Operational Order #30 said, . 

•This Force has· be.en assigned OunR 
SOUTH Seas Force. The unit 
Yould be loaded at Base 10 (Ambon) 
and operate under CINC 8th Fleet.• 

(Summary, 1814001 August, No.~ 34) 

. . 

.. 
- . 4 .. . . • • 

. '·. ·.:. . 

-. • ·.·· . 

• . . . : . 

., 

'I. 

~ . . 
. . ~ .· ·-· . 
. . : .. . ·.· 

No. 705 

FBOll: 
TO : 

INF01 

- -
• t.; 

. '.- :- . ., · H228 Aug. 13/1940 
.. . ~Rabau:l) ·- - ?) . . 

... _ __ ·- Comdr. KINAI 1!ARU) . . . · ·.".' · · . 
. _ Comdr. DESDIV 17 1n DE5-·. ·. . . · ·: ' : 
· RON l.O) . · · . · · · .. · ' .... :· :: • • • : 4 • - :· 

. ~Comdr. DESRON 2) · · . · 
.. __ . Chief of Staff 4TH FLEET) .. : ... ~ ·: . . 

_ _ Comdr. DESDIV 4 1n DEs- -' 
RON 4) 

.. . .... . . ~ .. (From CINC STR FLEET • . Passed to 8th 
. nEET). . . · . . ~ ...... . , . . -

. . .. 

fOUTSIDEt SOUTH SEAS FORCE DESPATCH 
ORDER #17. 

1. Yokosuka #5 SPECIAL LANDING FORCE 
proceed Truk------ - ·-. 

. : . 
: · . 

.. 
. . . .. 

. ' ~ . 

; . 

. . 543.·· ... : . 
.. ·'·.; .· . . ~.. . ·. 

~ ... 

'• ... . . · .. : . 
. ' 

.. 
. · . . 

: . :: .· . . . . . 
·: ' .~·: ~ · -~ 

; •. 4:· : 
' • · ·' . ..: 

. . . : ~ . . . , . . 
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ORIGINAL. 
~ Dece1nber 1944 

AUGUST 18, 1942. (Continued) 

lfo. 7o, (Cont.) 

2.· ---
(GZ #2S26-0PNAV 180742-DI) 

It was obserTedt 

1'he Yokosuka #S SPECIAL LANDING FORCE 
· was ordered on 7 ·August at 1800 to proceed 

to Rabaul !rom Truk 1n the K!Ii- MARU. 
(Summary, 1814001 August, No. 28) 

llany enemy planes wer~ opero ting during the 

daylight hours 1n the Marshall Islandst 

5o. 706 

Heavy Marshalls Plane Activity con
tinues during daylight hours. 
(CO~ 14-182222-TI) 
(Su;nmary 1 190600, August, lfo. 20) 

There was very .li t~le carrier activity on this · . : 
: ·. .. 

day, although the preparations or Carrier Division 

Two ·~or departure !rom the Empire was noted. Carrier 

Division One was not believed to be at seat 

No. 707 

Little carrier activity noted. 
(CO~ 14-182222-TI) . . 
(Summary, 190600, ~ugust, · No.·8) 

544 
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ORIGINAL 
1 Dece:ber 194.4 

AUGUST 18, 1942 (Continued) 

Jlo. 70S 

Traffic and bearings indicate presence 
of CARDIV 2 Co~d in Empire making prepa

- ration for departure. CAF~IV l not believed 
- at sea. {COM 14-180646-TI) 

(Summary, 181400, J.ugust1 lio. 6) 

1io. 709 

1ST AIR FLEET Flagship continued to 
work on 5910 kcs.; traffic involving Com
mander CARDIV 2, ZUIHO, HI TAKA, HAY.ATAKJ. 
and BhSE AIR GROUPS again prominent. 
(COM 14-180646-TI) 

It was stated: 

:3RD AIR ATTACK FORCE 1943 13 August 
appears to indicate that CARDIV 2 would 
operate with the HITAKA, HAYATAKA and 
ZUIHO.- . Operational Area was questionable 
but believed Marcus Island. ' 
(Summary, 181.400, August, Bo. 7) 

Bearings taken on Japanese aircraft carriers 

we~e somewhat contradictory, but -it was believed that 

the HITAKA and the ZUIHO were still 1n the Kyu.shu 

areas 

No. 710 

(HITAKA) 288° from Hawaii at 
0829/Z Aug. 18, 1942.. (GX-2 ~10 8/.18/ 42) 
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ORIGDU..L . 
·~ December 1944 

AUGUST 18, · 1~42 (Continued) 

Jo. 710 (Cont.-) 
· -' 

It waa · eo~entedz 

!he Carriers have been bearing about 
3000 !ro~ Oahu. ·rhis is the !1rst great 
change o! bearing noted.. · . 
(Summary, 1814001 .lugust, lo .. 38) · .. . . . 

llo. 711 

,· (HIT~) bearing 295 .de-grees· 
!rom Hawaii at 0853, 18 August~ 1942. 
(GX-2 P~ot 8/lS) . 

. . . 
It wa·s ind.icatedt 

. . 
This bearing tends to east doubt· on 

t he bearing o! 2es taken on ElTAKl at 
0829 , same date, and reported in R. I. s~ 
mary 131400/Q August, page 21, item JS. 
(Summary, 190600, August, Bo. 45) . .. .· 

. . 
No. 712 

. . . 
·· . . 

. ... -. 

· . .. 
• • ' I 

. .. 

· . ; .. 

. . 

Singl~ .. bearings on HI TAKA:·· ~~~ .·. :·I : ·.. . ·. __ · · ·., :, -. 
and ZUIHO show in Kyushu Area yet. · . · . 
(CO~ 1.4-182224-Tl) .. _. : • · , · · · .. . .-: .-
(Sum.:nary, 1906001. August~ llo. 47) . . · , .. ·. :. : 

. -. 
I o 

Deciphered dispatches revealed the intensive ·. . . 
efforts o! the Japanese to re~orce the Truk-Rabaul 

area with as many planes as . were availablea ;. · 

.. "·: .. 

. . 
. . · .. 

' . 

.•. .... 

· ... · . 
- . . ·. . . . . . .. . 

• • p • 
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ORIGDU.L 
l December ~944 

iUGUST 16, 1942 (Continued) 

lfo. 713· 

FROll: 

TO s 

IliFO: 

#~95 0508 10 ~ugust 1942 
· ( Comc!r. Hahaj i.ma 

·Air (~th J.1r J.tk Foree)) 

• (Comdr. Base For. 14 at 
Truk) . 
(Co~dr. Sth Air Attack 
Foree) 
(~1r Base in ~ruk Gen. 
Area) · 

(All Major Comds 1 Staff 
Comr.il. o rr.) · · 

(Tok~,.o Bureau Aero.) 
(Base For 15 at Saipan, 
Start Comm Officer) 

(?) 
(4th Fleet Staf! Comm. 
Off.) 

{Kisaratsu iir) · 
(?) 

· ~t 0750, 2 type-1 transnort 

~
lanes took o!f !or PT tTruk) · 
GZ 2525-0PNAV 181742-DI) . .. :· 
SU!Il!Ilary, 181.400 1 August, 1lo. 17) 

l'io. 714 . . 

FROM: 
TO : 

#509 Aug. 9/1630 ·. 
(6th AIR ATTACK FORCE) . · . 
(Ex-J!ARU in 11TH AIR ·· 
FLEET) . 

~
5TH AIR ATT~CK FORCE) · 

. Hahajima AIR) 
11TH AIR FLEET, Chief .o! 
starr) - · _ 

(Concealed Identity 9a11) .. 

INFO: 

•. 

.· ... -·. ~. - - . . 

547 .' 
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ORIGINAL 
l Decereber ~944 

AUGUST 18, 1942 (Continued) 

!o. 714 (Cont • .) 

'Your ship will lC?ad - - . - - - -- -
o! XISJJUZU AIR GROUP : and as soon 
as completed w111 proceed to J ) 
place in R Area) Tia RR (Rabaul) - ·- - - -
------- -·" (GZ #2524-0PNAV 18~-DI) 
(Summary 1 1814001 August, lio_. 29) · . 

No. 715 

At OS27 1 17th, CINC 4TH . . ad-
. dressed despatch to CO~R 19TH AIR GROUP 
· ·· at Imeiji• information CINC CO~-
BINED FLEET :. llTa AIR FLEET 

. ~ COliDRS AiRON u; . . : and 25 -. -- -~ 
~ Tokio Vice Chief of Naval General Sta!'! 

:· _::-,· plus SOUTHERN FOR<;E ~ . • and 
•Outside• SOUTHERN FORCE o This 
suggests 19T"ti AIR GROUP may reinforce Air 
Units in Rabaul Area. 
(BEL 180645-TI) 
(Sum:ary, 1906001 August, !o. 22) 

The prominence or Truk Air Station 1n enemy 

radio traffic indicated the importance or this island 

in the !erry route between the South Pacific and the 

Empire. Traffic analysis disclosed that a fighter . 

squadron o! Plane Group had moved to .an un-

identified station, Air Squadron Eleven was at Truk1 
. 

the Commander o! the Sixth Air Attack Force was at 

548 
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ORIGINAL 
l December 1944 

AUGUST 18. 1942 (Continued) 

T1nian1. and a detachment or Toke ·.ur was at Iokosuka 

or Yokoha.maa 

lfo. 716 

Truk Air Station appears promi-
nently 1n air traffic, probably as stop
over point on !lights to and from Empire. 
(BEL 180713-TI) 
(Summary, 1906001 August, No~ 24) . 

!f.o. 717 

No. 718 

··-

Routing and associations indicate: 

Comdr Plane G~oup· s.t. :tisar.atsu 
with enciphered Commanding Officer of Ex
peditionary Fight er Plane Unit of that 
Group at unidentified 

De t achment TOKO AIR at Yoko-
suka or · Yokohama . · .~ 
(BEL 180739-Tl) 

· It was ment1oneds 
... 

Tl on 19 August stated Fighter squad-
ron or Plane Group bas moved to a 
Station {unidentified), but whose 
traffic is routed !rom Cb.ichijima. Comdr 

AIR GROUP was · indicated at Kisaratsu 
on 17 .August. 
{Summary, 190600, August,· No. 10) 

Routing and associations indicate: 

- . .· . 
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ORIG!N.U, 
~ Dece:1ber 1944 

AUGUST lS. 1942 (Continued) 

.;. .·. ·. 

' . . • . 
, . 

!lo. 718 (Cont.) 

AIRON ll 
ClUSER DIYISION 

Comdr J.IRON 26 
(BEL 180739-TI). 

· It was declared& 

' and Comdr SUB
in Truk Area. 

· ; at Ten1an. 

On 11. August AIRON ll . aade 
enciphered Communication Zone Report to 

. CO:.ffiiNED n.E.ET, 2ND FLEET (?) 1 Tokyo Yoko
suka, Truk, info Chi.chijima - indicates 
route to be !o~owed South. ·1denti
tie4 as 6; SUBCH.ASEE DIVISION • COAIDR AIRON 
26 is called COMDR 6TH AIR ATTACK 
FORCE here • . 
(Summary, 1906001 ~ugust1 Bo. 1S) 

. Japanes~ planes were quite active on the 

morning or August 18, ~or many reconnaissance ~eporta 

were· being sent to operational authoritiest · · 

I .-· • . 

No. · 719 ~ · . . 

Kany apparent sighting or reconnaissance 
. l';eports. rrC?m planes {~) . • _ ... _ j . - . . ., ' 

I ' - \ --··- -, - - . , ,, .. , . 
1 and were received during 

morning of 18th, apparently associated with 
operations New Guinea-Solomons ~rea and 
passed to CinC CO~reDiED, plus Submarine 
Force and llTR AIR FLEET as well as Opera
tions Section Naval General Staff. 
(BEL 180739-TI) 
{Summary, 190600, August, No. 39) 

., 
'· 
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ORIGINAL 
~ December 19.44 

AUGUST 18, 1942 (Cont~uad) 

. . ... ., : .. 

. . .. :. 
!he U1lOI, Yhich -was bringing :1.mportant essen-

tial supplies to the enemy at Babaul, apparently te~ 

into di!'ficulty at 0930 on thi:s .day1 beeause it issued 

& most urgent eall to operational authorities• 

No. 720 

:FRO:.!: 
TO & 

INFO: 

#~8, 0630, Aug. 12 
K.Al!OI 1n 11TH AIR FLEET) 
CINC llTH AIR FLEET) 
COMDR 4TH AIR ATTACX 
FORCE) · · 

. (Chief ot Staff CO.rBINED 
FLEET) . 

. . {#6 BASE FORCE at J'alui t) 
(COMDR STH AIR ATTACK 
FORCE) · 

!
#8 BASE FORCE at Rabaul) 
Chief of Staff 4TH FLEET) 

. Chief of Staf! 8TH FLEET) 
. 4TH FLEET) 

DESDIV 34) . · 

The K.AJ,IQii' · lett RYP tor 1m 
(Rabaul). · . . 

. *Translator's Wotet Ship whose call is 
• (GZ #2531 - OPNAT 182356 - DI) 

It was noticedt 

RYP is unidentified. Other RY-designa
tors appear to include locations in the 
Gilbert Islands. T.I., on 13 August~ indi
cated movement of ~I !roc ~wajaleln to 
Rabaul. RYP may have been a stop enroute. 
(Summary, 1906001 August, Ho.30) 

.... 

551 
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ORIGINAL 
l December 1941+ 

AUGUST 18, 1942 (Continued) 

!o. 721. 

~OI diseontinued communi-
cations with AIRON 24 (in ·uarshalls) at 
06001 17th, and apparently proceeding 
Rabaul Area. (BEL 180645-TI) 
(Summary, l906oo, Au~st, No. 31) 

No. 722 

XAMOI 1n difficulty at ·o930/ 
18th, and send MOST.URGENT Op~rational Code 
to Co:m:lallders 4TH AIR f.T.T.ACK. • 1 • . 
ST¥ AIR ATTACK . ) , CDTC llT~ AIR 

·, In.!os cp:..'DESDIV 34 . . . :, Rabaul 
BASE . , and Uniden ti!'ied FLEET 
. .• ' Chiet' of Sta!l'. 
(GT #699-0PNAV 181452-TI) 

It was noteds 

KAl!OI . originated #427 12 
August apparently Comcunication Zone report 
indicatin~ that vessel enroute Kwajalein to 
Rabaul. lS~ary, 181400, August, No. 32) 

A Karu 1n the Eleventh Air Fleet was proeeed

ing to the Solomons~ as were three other Uarus be

lieved to be sailing in company. Evidence was re-

ceived which proved that the Yaru ·was near 

Truka 

552 
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! OF.IGINAI, 

l December 1944 

, .AUGUST 18, 1942 (Continued) 

:,. .J • • 

Jio. 72:3 

FRO!&lz 
TO a 

#214 Aug. 10/0500 
(llth AIR FLEE1' - UARU in) . · 

: (Yokosuka) 
' (Tokyo) 

•on the 12th at • ~ - hours wi~ leave . 
Yokosuka Co~unication Zone and ente~ 
- - Air Unit) Communication Zone•" 

\GZ #2527-QPNAV l81742~DI) · 

It was re~rkedi 

was ordered on 9 August to pro
ceed to the Solomons via Rabaul• 
(Summary; 181400, August, No• 30) 

No. 724 

FROMi 
TO a 
INFOi 

(?) 
#35) Aug. 9/2100 

?) ... 
CINC 8l'H .FLEET) . 
?) . .;· . . . . 
CINC 2ND FLEET) . . 
CINC 4TR F'LEET) .' 
?) . . '. : . 
All Comrs• 11TH AIR FLEET) 
?) . . 

11- ._. • ..; - ~ • ..; ~ ··-· - .: As . so~n as 
prepara_tions are completed, K.A:liK.J.\".'A tu..RU 

. will proceed RR (Rabaul) - - - -
- -·" (GZ I2S2J-OPN.AV 181442-DI) .. 

It was pointed out: 

· The KA!!IKAWA 'M.ARU 1 UITCHO Y.ARU -and 

. -. ... . .. 

. ; - . . ... . .. 553 · . . 
·. ' . . ,.; .. . 

. . . . . . .. 
' . ·. , . . . . : : . . . . '; 
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ORI GINAL, 
~ Dece:ILber ~944 ... .. -.... 

. ~-· .. 
. ·- . .· •. · . ... ·. . .... . . . . . .... •·. ' 

}!o. 721.. (Cont.) 
•, I 

lU.RU are belie've.d enroute South tO:.. 

lfo. 725 

'ether and in Saipan Area ~7 August. 
{Summary, · 1BJ.400 1 August, !o. 31) · .. 

' .. .. .. . . .. .... 
. • .... 

... ' • I 

•., ,
0

: ; , .., •. o l , .,.• 

, .. . -
... . . .. 

. . ~ . -. 
• • 0 • • ~ 

Tratr1c tor ~u 
at 2200, 17 August. · 
(GT #696-Q?HAV-180025-TI) 

It was observed: 

routed to !rtlk 

• ! . .. 

. . . (lLARU in llTH AIR FLEET) was . 
shown 1n Seipan Co~un1cation Zone on 16301 
16 August. 
(Summary, 1806001 August, llo. )6) 

. ·:.. . . 

: . .:.. :. .... : 
\ .. ·. :... . 

.. . . . . 
. · , .. 

· . . . 

~e llaru 

an Allied submarine 

at Rabaul en August 

which ha d been att~cke_~ --~ . · ··._- ·, .· · .. 1 

in llay, . 1942, ~~port_ed its a~riva.:· . : ~ · j 

19. J. new !leet vessel, · the KOla- '. , · · 
.. . ~ - ·.. --· ·. sAKI, was tUsc expected to go souths . , . . · ·: . .... 

llo. 726 

FROli~ 
TO l 

_ 168, Noon, August 17 
(8TH BASE FORCE at Rabaul) 

· Expect e.rri ve neon, .lugust 19th. · 
(BEL 181702 - DI) ··. . 

It was sta teds . 

Maru • by T.I. on 3 August, ap-
peared enroute Truk via Bahaj1ma1 1n Saipan .· , . 

0 • 

0 • • 

0 • 

·~ - . .. .... . .. . . ... .. . 

:. __ , 0 • • : 

. . 
.. 

.. .. :· - . . . 
--. 

• ~ · .• _ ·. . . ~: .. -. . . ..... :0 . . . 

' .• ~:;' i _, .' : :~ . : ~>-- -. 

.. - . . : '. ·:· .. ;... . ·. . 

' ' · ... · 
· . . 

.. . . ..~ .. 
. . · .. .. .. 



ORI GI NAL 
l D&ce!!lber 1944 

AUGU§T 18. 1942 (Continued) 

Fo, 726 {Cont.) 

~ea 8th1 and shi!ted communications ~rom 
!ruk to Rabaul Zones at 0800 1 18th. 

!.o.. 727 

~as attacked by a sub at 1400, Yay 7th, 
in 9-50 w., l5Q-30 E., and requested assist
ance. (S~ry, 190600 1 August, No. 38) 

New Fleet Vessel appears be 
going South soon. (co~ 14-182224-TI) 

It was commented: . 

. · (KOJUS.AKI.) (.Am!:runition Ship ?) 1 
was shown by TI 1n Saipan Comlllunication 
Zone on 12 August. . 

· (Sum:nary, 190600, .Au~st~ Jlo,. 12) 

Estimates concerning the location of some o~ 
;: 

the enemy's merchant ships brought the !allowing 

resul.ts~ 

No. 728 

KARU · shi!ted 'RabauJ. to ~rilk 
Communication Zone. (COM 14-180652-TI) 

. · It was indicated• 

.. · ' 

. : · . 

' . 

---·· -- . . .. .. 

) Serial 70 states he expects to 
leave Truk 19 August to arrive Chichijima 
28 J.ugust. co~ 14 reported 'this ship might 
have been dacaged in New Britain Area 11 
or 12 Aug. The indicated speed of about 7 : · 

'" .~ . 
. . · .. " .. 

. • . .. . ·. 
0 :· • •• . . . . 

. .. . . .. · . 
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APGUST 18, 1942 (Continued) 

. · . .. 

Jo. 72a {Cont.) 

No. 722 

or 8 knots would tend to ·bear this out. 
(S~ry, 1a1.400, August~ No. 13) 

Routing and associations indicates 

lURU I~U l DESDIVS 4 
r, and l7 -. . \ plus lliK"KAI 2URtJ 

\ 1!1 Rabe.ul. .Area. 
~U at Kakassar. 
~U enroute to Surabaya 
(BEL 180739-TI) · 

It was mentioned: 

TI on 14 August indicated · ·· · · : en
route Rabaul froc Palao. 

, TI on~l7 August indicated CO~ESDIV 
17 at Rabaul. 

D~ on S August reported NIKKAI ~U 
.arrived Rabaul 1615. 

was reported in Soerabaya by 
;-ad.io guard on 18 August. 
~Stm~aryl 1906001 August, No• 37) 

No. 730 

··' : 

Routing and associations indicate* 

-

Detachment !rom Truk Air 
Singapore · ·~ • _ 

·ll.ARU from Penang _ 
Mandates Area via ~aigon . 
(BEL 180739-TI) 

·. . . . · 

. . . ,. ·' . · .. \ · . . · .. .. 

at 

to 

' 

... , . . ·. ·' ·. .. . . . 
·-:. 

~ , 

: ... .. 

. , . . 

.! 

. .. 
'II ... :. • • 

. · .. 

. .. . . ... ·· 

-· . 
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ORIGINAL 
1 December 1944 

AUGUST 18, 1944 {Continued) 
.' ... ·. 

Mo. 730 (Cont.) 

lfo. 731 

It was decl.aredt .· 

is believed an alternate ca~ 
tor . On 4 .August lU.RU _. . . •was 
an addressee in a despatch from NaTal Gen
eral. Sta1'f' which doubtless was an operation 
plan tor Southwestern Area. CO:JCRUDIV 7 
and CO~SRON 3 were also addressees 1n 
this despatch. -
(Sum!nary 1 190600 1 J.ug~t, lio • .4.3) 

· . 
. . 

liAR US 
jalein Zone. 

) 1 )~ · - -· - 1li Xwa-
(COU 14-182224-TI) . 

It was noticed& 

0 I ~ 

' 

. . ·._ .. . . . 

.. . . 
. . ... , .. .. :· .. 

' • •, • .r : ' • 

, I . . . . :· : ... 
·· ... . 

.. ,. · . 
. ·. . . . 

0 • • • 

The a bove 3 .M.ARUS are believed to be •· ' · ·· ' 
llTH AI R FLEET lURUS and have pr eviously . . . 
been indica ted by TI as bein g in the K~a-. · : ··- :· .· · 

i~=;~n~9o6oo, .~ug~st, Jo • . 2~) . . . .. · ·:· : ··: . . .· ~- · · · 
• • • • • .. 0 ; ~. : • • • : · .: ! .. 0. : · :: 

\ • - •• : 'o ~ • ... . .. • - • - ., •• ·: • 

• • 0 . .. :. 

0 ~ . ..... 0 • - ~ • •• • •• • • : ; • . ' •• • • • : • • ... ~ :. • : .··. ~ · :-:·~ .. ~ : · ~ .. . 

~ comprehensive analysis or the enemy1 s .·· .-::.. ;:-:-.~ , · 
, ., • • • .. • • . · •• _, ' . -: • · ~ • . . ~ • • • "' , : o .~· r ~. . .'o . :· •' .. 

strength in th~ Truk-Raba·ul ·e.rea· ~s. ~~..;, rllrxii-~hed · ·.- .. : :_.._ ·. _·: ' 
\ 0 .... ·> . 0 • .. • ·.-· : .. • ..... ~. . •• 

by United · States lfaval. Communi·e.ation Int.elligenc. · .. · -~. ·.• ~ ;: 
. : . . . : . . ·. . : . . . -·, .. ~ -~ ... : : 

!or the information ' o! operational authori t ies. · ·: :· .· ; ' . · .. · ' 
• # , • .. • 0 • . ... • ·.' ....... - • - .. 

Sources of thia iil.form.ation came !rom either traffic · · .:- .: . . 

analysis (TI) or decrntion (~I) 
1 
uni~--s~ oth~rw~;e · .. · ·. ·-~·· .. · : 

. ·~ ' . .: . ... . .) 

spee1! 1edt 

~ . . . ;. . 

~ ·: .· . .,;. 

· . . ·' .. ·.-· 
• t l o 

. . , . . ~ 

. ~ ·. 

. .,. , . 

' . 
• • • r • . ~. 

' •. .. 
· . 

. -: ·:= .•.... ... . -~ ·:: ·:. · . . 

... ..· . -.... , 
• ...... . ·. 

. . · .,··. ·: . . . •: 
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On!GiliAL 
~ DeceJtber 1944 

.AUGUST 18, 19L2 (continued) 

1lo. 7~?. ·. 

Units believed to be 1n the Truk-Ra baul 
are~s are listed below; this information is 
tabulated to show (1) the ~e or call of 
the unit, (2) its location, (3) the date it 
was or w~ be in that location, and (4) 
the source of the ini'ormation. In so::ne 
cases, there is infor.mation on a large unit 
and also on the smaller units rt thin the 
large one; in these instances, the sm2ller 
units are listed directly ~der the large 
unit, and must be considered only as more 
detailed in!.ormation on the large unita 

., . 
. ·· ....... 

. . .. . . . 
·.· . 

. . ~: ... 

. ' 

... \ . 

Unit Location Date Source 

2nd 7leet. 

C!.nC 2nd Fl eet. 
(AUC'rO?) 

CinC 8th ·Fleet. 
(CHO!UI) 
Cruciiv s. 
Crudi~ ~. 

Crudiv 6). 
Crudiv 7. 

Crud.iv s. 
Crud.iv 18. 
Crudiv 18~ 

Departs 3apan for Ra
bau1 Area. 

Saipan handled tra!
!'ic. 
Truk delivered das
patch to SCO 2nd 
Fleet. 

In Chokai ~ 1n Ra bau.l 
Area. . · 
Ordered South ? 
Kavieng. 
Ra baul Area. 

Moving from Java Sea 
to Rabaul ? Rendezvous 
with #1 !ir Fleet at 
Saipan (after 8/16)? 

· Rendezvous with #1 
Air Fleet at Saipan? 
Rabaul area. 
Rabaul area. 

S/ll DI 

8/16 TI 

8/16 
(17,7) !I 

8/10 TI 
8/7 TI 
8/17 DI 

8/12 TI 

8/12 DI 
After 
8/16 TI 
S/1 DI 
8/13 TI 

558 
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ORIGINAL 
~ December 194J, 

:· 

AUGUST 18, 1942 (Continued) 

. •' 

. . · ..... 

:.· ·· ·: 

lio;, 732 (Cont·.) 

Unit 

l)esron J.• 

Desd.iv 9. 

ComdesdiT 

Desron 2. 

Comdesron 2. 
Desd:iv l,S. 
1 DD 
3INTSU '(F/S) 

Desron 3. 

Desdiv 
DD 

Desron 4· · 
IL'RA (F/8) 
Desd1v 2. 

,., DD ROS.A. 2. 

Location 

E:nrou te or in lfruk 
Area? 
Enroute or in ~ 
Area? . 
Enroute or in Truk 
Area? 

Escorting, Truk to 

~-~-· Enroute RabauJ.. 
In company Crudi T 7. 

· · Enroute Rabaul? 
.Rabaul area. 

Appears to be moving 
!rom Java Sea to Ra
baul or Truk. with Cru
d1 v 7 and KAGU lU.RU 
Bnroute Truk? 
Enroute (East Indies?) 
to Rabaul? 

Ordered South? 
Truk? . 
In co~pany Crudi v 7. 
Tr~ Communication 
Zone. ·, 

Desdiv 4 (less Ikki Detachment leav~ 
Znd Section)• - 1ng Truk on 8/15; · 

· accompany ( ?) to RXI 
Yay be ordered south? 
Escort for KAMIKAWA 
UARO? 

DesdiT 
DD 

. -:"., . 
Desron 3 . .. 
Des~v 34 . .. · . 

·... . . . .. .. 
,. .. . . 

Engaged ·:s.n .-plane >nove
ments~ Marshalls t~ 
Rabaul. · .-~ 

. : 
. . : . 

. .. : .. · 
• - # •• • 

~ ;. ,, . . . "'. . 
·~ -~~ 4·- :··· 

. , . . ·~ · ~-
~ . . -

. J' . • .. . ' .... _ 

.... ... , - . . .. · 
..... :· -~:,~ . . . •,-· 

.. ''t . .. 

. , .· . . . . 

pate Source 

"'\ 

8/~7 
.·· ... 

n ' 
.. . ... 

8/~7 
. .... 

fl ' .. .. ·· ·:.:.· . 
-· 

8/17 !I 

8/17 
to 2l. DI 
8/16 TI 
8/12 TI 
8/15 TI .. 
7/27 TI 

8/12 TI 
8/16 TI 

8/ 15 TI 
: : 

S/7 
.... . . ; 

"TI '• ~ 

8/16 ··fi -·· 
8/1.4 TI ., 

8/19 - I 

(1200) DI 
.,. '• 

8/14. DI 
S/8 · TI 

"' .. . . 

8/7 TI .. 
.- .. .. 

' 
: 

' 
-· 8/15 TI ~ ·. 

559 .• 

.. 
... 

~ ~ 

. . 
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ORIG!N.!L 
1 December 194-4. 

J.UGUST 18, 1942 (Continued) 

Jo. 732 (Cont.) .• 

Unit Location ~ Source 

Desron 6. Tulagi-Rabaul-New .I Guinea area 7/:Jl TI 
Comdesd.iv I Raba1ll area. 8/8 TI 

· Desd.iv 29. Rabaul area. 8/14 TI I 
DD Enroute Rabaul in eom- I 

pany w1 th Uaru _ 
Comdr. . (Xure #S 

8 
Special -Landin2 Foree?) 

8/16 ' on board -· TI 
Desd.iv 30. Rabaul. 8/21 DI 

,- IUBARI (F /S) Tulag1. 7/30 n . 

Desron 10. 
Desdiv 3~ Enroute Truk-Rabaul 

area. 8/l4 TI/DI 

9 DD Escorting Yaru 
to Truk? 8/14 TI 

Desd1v 17. With Desdiv 4, join 
·(?) IKKI Detachment 
leaving Truk 8/lS; 
accompany (?) to RXI. 8/14 : DI 

Desaiv 16. .. . . · . 
DD Enroute · truk? 8/16 · TI 

Af..IK.AZE. Rabaul. 8/12 D! 

RAGORO. Saip2ll handled trar-· 
fie. 8/16 T! 

· SATA (AO). Enroute Rabaul. 8/17 DI . 
• YUKAZE {?) Rabaul. ·About 

~ 8/15 DI . 

Subron l, Will move to Rabaul 

"' 
~rea? . - -· 8/13 T! 

.. .. ~ 560 
J 

. . 
' 

• .. 
'-· .. 

I . 
. . • 1'. : . . 

G 
.. 

.. _, . ... : , . .. -... . ... . . 
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ORIGINAL 
l. December 1944 

AUGUST 18, 1942 (Continued) 

lio. 732 (Cont.) 

Unit 

Subron 3~ 

Subron 6. 

Subron 7. · 

Subdiv 33. 

(sub
marine un1 t) 

(Sub
marine un1 t) 

(L\S) 

(XAS) 

Location 

3 Divisions ordered to 
Tulagi." 

Rabaul area • 

. Ordered to Solomons 
area (or 2 Divisions 
Tul.ag1 area). 

Ra baul area.' 

!ruk 

Rabaul area? 

Truk. 

Arrived Truk !rom 
J'aluit. 

Date §ou:rce 

8/7 DI 

8/ll. TI/DF 

8/9 TI/DI/ 
DF 

8/ll TI 

8/13 DI 
(J.030) 

8/8 TI 

8/8 TI 

S/13 DI 

KO!UBASIU ·(AS). Truk (may depart !or 
. Empir~ .soo~) . 8/S DI 

c1nc u th .ur 
Fleet. 

BIFURO Air 
Group • . 

lliSAViA llr 
Group. 

SUKUGAWA llr 
Group. 

' . 

. . , . 

Rabaul. 8/17 

. 
Detachment at Rabaul. 8/9 TI 

17 heavy bombers at 
Rabaul. S/10 DI 

. 
. Truk .Area. · : .. :: ~ 8/8 TI 

·.· 

: 

.. 
i ' 

-

. '561 
.... . t 

. / 



· ~ 

ORIGDLlL 
~ December ~9.4.4 

AUGUST 18. 1942 (Continued) 

Mo, 732 (Cont.): 

Unit Location Date Source 

UIN.1N J.ir 
Group. Lae-Salamaua area. 8/15 TI 

YOKOlUM.A J..ir Detachment at Gasmata. 
Group. 8/16 TI .. 

': -

4th Air Group. Eabaul (Vunaka.nau) 8/8 TI 

6th Air Group. 22 bombers and 2 trans- -. 

0 port planes enroute 
Rabaul. S/ll DI 

r 
~OKOSUKA .Ur 
Station Unit. Enroute RabaulT 8/12 TI 

\...... 
l.4th Air Group. Detachment at Gasmata. 8/16 TI 

A iron 11. To operate under Cine 
2nd Fleet ? 8/ 9 TI 

llron 24 Units. To move !rom Marshalls 
to Rabaul area? .8/ll TI 

llron 12. Enroute to Truk? 8/11 TI .· 

Comairon 22. · Solomons a.reaT 8/11 TI 

Air on 26. En route Yokohama to 
Rabaul. 8/11 TI 

Plane Group 
Enroute Eabaul • S/13 DI 

.Air G~oup 
S/8 • Lae area • TI 

- . ·-· 
f .. 

-- ---
5~2 L .. . . ' . . .. . - .. . ' -. . . •.· 



QRIGD~.1L 
l December 194.4 

AUGUST 1S, 1942 (Continued) 

'!o 1 732 (Cont.) 

Unit Location Date Source 

. . 
· . .. · . . • t . . .. ··.· . 

KAGU YARU 
(XJ.V) ~ 

K nrrx 1 w;.. U:i-u 
(XAV) • 

KIYOKJ.W.A. lURU 
(XJ.V) • 

Will a.rri ve !'ruk. 
(To operate under 
CinC 2nd 7~eet1)• 

Arrive Rabaul from 
Yokosuka. · (Trans
porting Airon ll?). 

Rabaul .. 

_ _ (Maru 1n Kavieng. 
ll th J..1r Fleet). Rabaul. 

CHIYODA (AV) .. 

- -- - (.Aux.) 
; (Aux). 

. (XAV?) 

. (.Aux) • 

Truk hanclling tra1"
:!1c. 
Saipan handJ.ing tra1"
!1c. 

EDl'oute Truk • 

Enroute Gasmata • 

Trllk. 

•All planes under Tepair at Yokosuk& 
Aircraft Factory will he despatched 
to Rabaul as soon .as possible.• 

. . (l!aru). 

AKEBOUO MARU. 

H.IKAWA .Y.A.RU. 

·. 

' Departed Kure for 
Tr'Uk. · 

Rabaul Co~unication 
· .. Zone. .. 

Enroute !ruk? 

,. 
. . 
.. 

. . .. 

8/21 Dl 

8/231 DI 

7/31 n 
8/19 ·DI 
9/4 DI 

8/lS TI 

8/16 TI 

S/14 TI 

8/16 . TI 

8/17 TI 

.. . 
8)13 DI 

8/16 
(1030) TI 

8/16 TI 

_ - 8/15 .n 
.. . . · . . ' 

563 
. . .. 

. . .. 
. •, 



·. 

, I ~EIGIN~ . i l December 1944 f 

... 

A~US'l' 18, 1942 (Continued) 

Jo. 732 (Cont.) 

Unit Location Date Source 

· (Uaru). J.rri ve Ba ba. ul. 8/22 DI 

AZWU MARU. Rabaul .• 8/12 DI 

.J.rri ve !ruk. 8/14 DI 

(llaru). RabaUJ.. 8/6 DI 

(Escort Enroute Rabaul ~rom 

0 UDJ.t). SasebC!• 8/14 !I 

- _. (Karu)" Rabaul Communication 
Zone. 8/8 n 
Raba~. 8/9? DI 

- (XAV?). Ordered to RX via 
Raba'Uf. 8/9 DI 

• Rabatll area. 8/9 TI 

Rabaul area. 8/9 TI .· 

,• p~a±lker~ Yay be ordered South 
· Tanker to reintoree 4th and 

8th 7le·ets. ·8/8 TI 

~~ .. • KO TOKU lURU . Rabaul are.a. 7/29 TI 

.N~I YARU 
S/2 X:avi~g• !'I 

13 SHON.!N MARU • .Enroute J'alui t to Truk. 8/7 . n 
' 

. (Karu). Enroute Truk to Ra-
.. baul? 8/14 TI ·-

" ·- . . ' 
.\.: _ _. .· - 564 . -. . 

~ ~ 
. • .· .. · ..~ '1-o·· . .... .. . 

' . . . .. 
. r , . • ' . 

.. . . . .. 
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ORIGINAL 
l December ~944 

AUGUST 18. 1942 (Continued) 

lio, 732 (Cont.·) 

Unit Location Date Source · 

· (Karu) •. Rabaul. 7/28 TI 

· : (Karu). Enroute Truk area 
!'rom Empire. 8/13 n 

(1laru). Rabaul Communication 
Zone. 8/13 TI 

·(llaru). Enroute Yokosuka to 
Raba.ul. 8/14 TI 

' (Karu). Yokosuka to Rabaul. 7/26 TI 

Arr1 ve Truk. 8/14 DI t • • 

Departed Truk !or ' . 
Rabaul.. 8/7 DI 

' 

(Uaru). Truk area. 8/ 5 TI . . 

(XAV?). Rabaul area. · 8/16 TI ' 

· (.Aux). Enrou te P alao to Ra-
baul. S/14 TI 

.. 

Rece1Tes m&il at Truk. S/8 DI 

(.lux.) Arrived RabaUl Area. S/8 DI . .. ... . 

-- -· . - Enroute Jalu1 t to -
Truk S/6 DI . 

.• Rabaul Area. 8/9 TI 

· (Uaru) Truk 8/9 TI 

555 . 

. . . 
~ . . . · 
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ORIGINAl, . 
:1 December 19.44 

.. 
• ' • • .J ~ 

AUGUST lS. 1942 (ContU;tued) . ·. · . 

·ct 
-

Jo. 732 (Cont.) · ~ 

lZBll 

. (DD?) 

· (A~) 

(~) 

' {Karu) 

. .:,. . 
- .... 

z,ocation . . · . . 
. · .. 

.. 0. . . 
. ' . . - . .. i .. 

. . , .· ._·· . . . . 
. ·. . 

~ Source :: ' · 
. .. .. . , . . . . . . - • . . Enroute Yoko~ .to 

. Saipan 
. . 

Rabaul-Truk Area 

~/2 ·DI . : ~ . . . 
· . S/10 ; DI ~' :. <:. :_ -·:· , 

:.: ... ·. :_ .. 

Enroute Truk !rom '· ·, 
Rabaul 8/15 . .. 

Enroute Yokosuka to 
Truk ·· 8/13 

. : ~ . :-. ·. . . . 

DI . .. :· .. ·:· • . 
. . . . .. 

n: · 
. . 

. . 
\ .. ... . : 

Enroute ~rnk !rom 
Saipan .lre&.· .· · · · ·s/10 :<ti · .. 

Ordered_ proceed Truk . 
to RabauJ.. . . S/16 . DI 

. . 
! • . . . . 

--- _ (Kay be. Truk Communication 
8/16 DI · · · · same as Zone 

(llaru) 

. . {lla.ru) 

(Patrol Div.?) 

(Patrol Di~.?) 

.. 
--- . . 

·:· .. ,-.... . . .. .-.. : . - . tJn1 t) 

• ' " · • ' -: : •• 0 :··- .. • ' •. ~> ··:. >-~?< ,' . . . ·. 
. ~ .. .. 

•. . ~ .. . . 
. •. . . ... . . ' . . 

~ .. . .. 

. . 
.. . ... 

J.rri ve Truk hom . -. ·. 
Bmpu• :. · ·· · ·· ··· 8/21 -- · DI · = .. . ·.· · · 

· . . . .. .. .. . 
0 • • • ..-~ . : . -·~ - · -: 

• • • e , • o • . ' ; • • ; • o ' ' • • 'l • ' • • , • :·,.I 

=ute Yokosuka to - ·: , S/l.;···.·.· ·Ti ~- - : f_ : .. ,: 
. . . " . . . :._ 

Enro~te saipan' to Trwc I 8/15 . n '·_--.'·_ -~. :-: ~-- .· - ~· 

Enroute -Rabaul.. 

Enroute Rabaul. 
. .. . . 

Will join ~~-- Fleet . 
. . 

... Rabaul J.rea.-· 

' 
.· ' : . .. . : . . . . -~ 

l"i • . 

. . . ' . ' . ; ·. .. . 

'-· -

. . .·· .• · .. :· .. ... . 
' ( . . . . { . ·: 

a;1,; .- . D:i: ·- ~ . > .. _.·;·. : .. · 
.: , .. . . : ·. 

S/13 
. '\ ... . ; . "• . 
8/lq?_. DI 

. .... 
•• • • f 

. ' .· . .· . ~. : ·• . .. : . . : ..... 
.. . .. . • 

8/13 : :: Ti .· ·' . ·_: 
, • • '- I : • • • 



.• .. 

ORIGTIUL · 
1 December 19.4,.4 

' ' . 

AUGUST 18, 1946 (Continued) 

llo._ 732 {Coni;.) 

.. · 

. .. . . 

J1ni:t .. r.oeation 

· (KOW?) Rabaul .trea 

I (llOYi?) Bnroute Empire to 
~aba~ · . 

(YOW?) Enroute Palao to 
Rabaul. 

14 Yeteorological Unit ~oVing !rom 
Truk to Rabaul 

#2_llarut 
carrying f'3 
Special Land
ing lor. 

Depart Ambon !or Ra
baul. #10 Base lorce 
provide escort. 

KIN YkEU with Ordered to proceed 
Iokosuka ls to Rabaul. 
Special Landing 
Force and 
Com.:nunica tion · 
Corps embarked •. 
Sasebo #5 Spe-

Date Source 

8/9 .TI .. ~· 
. .. . 

8/13 

.· . : . . .... \ 

. . . . .. . 

8/16 DI ~ .· ·-· 

DI 
\ • , . 

.l!ter 
!/12 · DI 

. · 8/7 . DI 
1800 .. . . 

. ' . 

:.. • .·: " • • t •• 

. ., 

-. . 

. . · ... · . 

. 
_.. ··. :, •. 

. .. 

cial Landing ._ ··: • 0 .. .... 

.. ~; ·- ... : . ... ··.· ~ 
:.~ .. . _: ~~·-.... ~. :. ~ :.' ·. ~: .· . 

Force. . . 
· Kure IS Special 

.. ... 
. . . 

·. . - .. . . ' . .. -~ . ,· 

Landing ~orca. . Yen !rom each, embark ' ~· 
llaizure(?) · · 1n .2 Uarus and set . · 

• • r •. • • • • • , , : • -~ · -. . ~ ~:. . . . .· .,. '· .. .. !•.: ... -~ :. 
Special Land- · · out !or RXI. · 
ing Force. ·. · · · . ·. 

, #7 Base Force." Rabaul Area.· 

Cedar Detach
ment 

. :~· .. .. . 
. . 

• . . 

Rabaul 

. ' : · . , 

.. . .. · 
• I 

. 
0 ~. ' 

. ·. · 

... .. 
. 

. • · .. : .... - ~ 
:~ .. ... 
· .. •' 

.. 

8/7 
1450 . DI J : • ~ 

8/8 ._ ... .n 
-·· . -. . -

8/7 Enci- · 
phered 
J.ddresses 

.. . ' . .. . . 
. .... 

S67..' ... ... 

.., :' 
• • • • ·.··. · : •• 0 • 

,," • : ! ' ... ·. 0 • 

!. ,,, .:~ .. . 0 

, .. : ........ 
~- ·· · j 
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AUGUST lS, 1942 (Continued) 

Jo. 732 (Cont.) 

Unit 

KIRIK!TO De
tachment 

HORII Detach-
aent 

OKI Detachment 

ASADA Detach-
ment 

Chief of Starr, 
ODA Detachment 

YO RIYAM.A De-
tachment 

Comdr. 3Sth 
Brigade . 

Xaki Composite 
Group {Army) 

Sasebo #S Sp&-
cial tanding 
Force. 

Location 

Rab&ul. 

Rabaul 

Rabaul 

Xi eta 

Rabaul 

·Bulla 

Rabaul 

Rabaul. 

Buna. 
(Sum=nary; 18l4001 August, 

No. 733 

. OP.IGIN.AL 
I December 1944 

Date §ource . 

8/7 Enci-
phered 
J.ddress 

8/7 Enci- · 
phered 
Addresses 

8/7 • 
8/l •• 
7/24 • 

7/25 I 

8/2 • .. 

8/13 • . . 

No. l) 
S/6 • 

. Units 1n Rabaul Area include Flag-
ship --- and DESDIV of DESP.ON 21 

568 

\. ,_ 
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- OF..IGpAL : 
. i December 1944 

.
' ! • 

AUGUST 18, 1942 (Continued) .. · .. 

..... .. •\ · .. 

. · 

. 
Jo, 7'33 (Cont.) : 

. ~· .. 

Uni ta ot DESDIV 8 1 thli ts ot SU:SRONS ' 1 6 
and 7 and auxU1ary 
(co~ 14-~80648-TI) 

It was notedt .. . 
. ' 

' has been reported as a tanker.: . . : · · 
(Summary_, l8l..400, August 1 llo~ 2.4) 

bo enemy submarines operating ill no.rthern 

waters were preparing to move souttwardst 

·. 

· .. \ 

·,·., · 
.· , . . . . ~ 

. - :. . ' . 
': ... . .. . . 

·- . .. ' . ) . -

lfo. 734 ..... .. · 
. .. 

.. .· 

Subs ' and . appear pre-
paring southward trip, ~erhaps in company 
DESRON 1 destroyer in ·now 
vicinity Kiska. · (CO~ ~4-182222-TI) 

It was remarkeda 
... - . ~ 

''.. . .. ~ ·. ,; .· ' 

-~ 

.. 
, . .. _, 

.. . . . --· at Xure .lugust 17th by T.I. · ...... _.: : : _, . 
. 1n X:ure communication Zone 1uly · ·<.:· :: \<. ·:, .: .. 

l'th, COM ~4, · on August 15, -suggested· the . _ -.. . 
above units might join SUBDIV · ot · ·. ·. ·. : · :· _:· .;;·: .. ·; ~ 
SUBRON 3 which has been receiVing traff'ic ~=- ·- ' - ·~:·; .. ~:- · :·. · .. 
through Ja.lui t. Destroyer was be- .. · .. _ _,.,_ : · ' ·· · 
lieved by COM 141 on August .llth1 to be - · . .. -.·· .. ~.'!. ·: 
Northward bound, 1s identified es 
DESDIV 6 of DESRON l . and was in the Horo- . . · > . _: ... 
mushiro Communication Zone August 16th. . ·· ·. · ··; 
(SUI!lmary1 190600, .August, No. 13) . · · ~ ; . . 

. . . 

,. 

:.· . 

. ' -. '· . 

. 
. , 

. . ··, .·"' 
. ! 

. ~· · · . . 

'"'.,. . ·· .. · .. 

·-· 
. .. 

.• • i· 

5b9 . · . 
.· ·. . . .·. 

... 

. : _.. . .· .. . •. 
. .... . , . 

·'.' . .._ .: 
. . !' 
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ORIGINAL 
l December 19.44 

AUGUST 18, .1942 (Continued) 

Direction finders indicated the positions o~ 

two enemy unitsa 

No. 7:35 

Two ~air !'ixes on Submarines& 

He= (Flag SUBDIV ) is 157 East, 
0.3 South. 

HON! (COMSUBRON 3) is l4S East, 
OS North. 

(CO~ 14-1822~-TI) 

It was pointed out1 

HOE on 17 August by. D/F was in 02 s, 
153 E. EONI on 10 August by D/F was 1n 
01-30 S, 151 E. 
{Sumcary, 190600, Augus t, No . ~4) 

Evidence appeared that a Japanese su~rine 

which had been severely bombed by Allied aircraft had 

not been sunka 

lfo, 736 

Reference OPNAV 1618301 Reference 
!EKA: Report !rom CO~IR~OPAC reported 
bo!nb1ng, strafing ORANGE Sub diving 
vicinity Southwest Solomons. ~t 16/0637 
KII . . called KOYO . . , · ~ent 
trantic Series . Bearings and 
time close approximated above report. How-

· ever, KII reappeared on 17th, so pr2bably · 

. . 
.. 

.. 570 

I 
! 
' 

. , 
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ORIGil'U.L 
l December 1944 

AUGUST 18. 1942 (Continued) 

Jio, · 736 (Cont.) 

scared but not sunk. · (COM 14-182224-TI) 

It was observed: 

The above is in answer to our despatch 
requesting CO!A l4 t 'o clarify a state!llent 
reg~rding possible sinking of COllSUBRON 3 
on 13 August. Rl Summary 170600/Q ~ugust 1 · 

page 23 1 1te!ll 64. 

It W:Ls evident that Allied pl~es and sub

marines were harassing the ene~y's co~unication 

lines for another report ot Allied planes and t'tro 

other reports of attacks by Allied units were made, 
• .. 

One of these dispatches was ~ossibly a practice re

portJ 
.• . 

... . · .. 
Ho. 737 

.,· '. 
• • • 0 

U~1clent1f1ed .·. ·-in Ambon Area · re-
~orted sighting planes in short urgent des-

BEL 180713-TI) _ . ~
atch at 0950, 17th, but no amplifying d~ta. 

SUlil!Ilary, 1906001 .lugust, ~o. 4~) · · .. · 

No. 738 

Short URGENT de s_pa tch fro:n KQ:SE M.A.RU: : ·. ·: 
- •· . . . 

.· 

. . ~ 

. . . 

..... 

· .. . 

. ' 

.. : • !"' ·' 571 .. 
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ORIGINAL 
l December 1944 

AUGUST 18, 1942 (Continued) 

Jo. 738 (Cont.) 

.. , 1 at ll30, 17th, to CIHC 2ND FLEET 
and All Ships and Stations ·- 

suggests that Tease~ was attacked ·oy .!.lij_ed 
units, possibly submarine. KOBE J.lJJro was 
1n Xure J.rea on 9 August. 
(BEL 180645-TI) (Summary1 1906001 August, 
lio. 1.5) 

No. 739 

7o~ow1ng !rom Darwins 

•Plain language !rom Jmbon to air-
craft, to .indieates. Jap war-
ships and merchant vessels engaged by sub
marines at point 3 ~es, 264 degrees !roa 
opening Ambon Bay. Kay be Exercise. !ime 
c! Receipt there 1105 1 sent on 8500 kilo
cycles." (BEL 180215-DI) 
(Summary, 180600, iugust, Wo. 59) 

The following is taken !rom the Bulletin o! 

the Commander in Chief of the Pacific: Fleet issued on 

· lS August 1942' 

No. 7 A.O 

FROLh Cincpac 1.80131, August 1942 
TO 1 Comi.neh 

OpnaT 
Comnaveu 
Cdrs All. Tf Pac 
Cd.rs All 6! Pae . 
Comsopac 
Comsowespac:!or 

.. . · - . 
. 572 

• 
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. ORIGINAL 
~ December 1944 

AUGUST lS, 1942 (Continued) 

-Iio, 740 {Cont.) 

BCR 6791 J 

.· 

. Bo changes 1n carrier locations s~ee 
· yesterday indicated. CinC Second Fleet in 

Truk area. NAXA in Saipan area. AKEBONO · 
· lU..RtJ arriving Rabaul and SAT.A departing 
!ruk !or Rabaul. Both above vessels a.re :'". 

' tankers.. . KAr!IXA:WJ.. !LARU in Saipan ·area4 · 
By DF sUomar1nes 078 160 E, 24 N 151 E. 
Indications o~ reeniorcements proceeding 
toward Truk with ultimate destination 
Guadalcanal area. 

•. . · ' ·.· . 
. · .. ·. 

• 0 •• 

: . , . . .. 

. . . , .. ! . 

· .. . • 

.· 

. •' . 

: t • 

.-.·. 
\ ... 

I 
· ~ . . . 

. ~. : " : .. 
• • • 0 0 • 

. , 
' ·. . . 

. . ·~ . ,; .· .. · . · .. 
·. . . 

• I • t ' ' ,• -. . . 

.: . . 
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OFIGilJAL 
l Dece:mber ~94J., 

J.UGUST 191 1946 

~e J'apanese had changed their call signs at 

0000 on August 18. This made_ the identification or 

enemy units rather dif£1cUlt until proper identifica

tion could be esta?lished by research. Tne units 

receiving special attention were the Second Fleet 
. . 

and the First Air Fleet 1 for 1 t was noticed that the 

First Air Fleet was associated w1 th ~ruk. nus was 

a possible indication that enemy carriers were en 

route to Truk. PreTious radio traffic had indicated 

that a striking force was to rendervous at Truk at 

approximately · this time. 

No, 741 

. ; . . . ·. - :-

... ,. : . . ,·· . '. 

Lack or information on CinC 
2ND FLEET during past 48 hours is 
due to inabillty to identify call 
signs for this Fleet. · Several call 
signs have been narrowed do'm by 
elimination to being either 2ND , 
FLEET or 1ST AIR FL:;ET. Both Com
manders appear1 in most cases, when
ever either is addressed. Failure 
of Radio Intelligence Units to re
port on activity of these two impor
tant Com!!landers should not be miscon- · 
strued as indicating J.ack of activity 
by them • . The folloidng information is 
now availablet 

(a) DD 

• : . ! . ,· 

·. ' .. . . . 
• .. : • • • ~. . • .:: 0 • • .. .. . .... .. . : . ·. . .. •, ; ·. .. .. . 

· .. . ~ -~···: · .:_ .. . . · .. ·. :' 

of DESDIV 15, is in . . 
.. 
. ... . . . 

~.·· ., . 
. .. ·. 

• r 

. . . . . ... . 

. ... . . . ... ~ . . . ~· . . . -
. - ' 

· . .. 

·574 

. . . -
; ' 

.. , .. 
- . ..... . ... . . 

; .... . . 
.. ~ . 
. , f . . -t 

.... 

.1 
I 
I 
' 
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OF.IG!Nft~ . · · 
l. December -J.94J., . · · ·... . . 

AUGUST 19, 19~2 (Continued) 

No, 741 (cont.) 

New Br1ta1n-5o~omons Area and ~d
dresses for information Chief or 
Stat! of either 2ND, or 1ST AIR 
FLEET in his reports. . 

(b) Unidenti~ied Ship 
addressed Chief cf Staff 1ST AIR 

. . . ~EET . • l1 info SHOKAKll 
l.nd Ku.re Aircraft Section 

. · · : at 1.452, 18 August. · ~t · . 
1510) .the . sam~, ship addressed Truk . 
Base . . , KURE DEFENSE FORCE 
• . 'r Chie! o! Starr Ku.re, info 
Chief o! Staff 1ST AIR FLEET, indicat
ing a probable movement to Truk from 
Kure. !rhe association ·or 1ST AIR 
FL~ET and Truk 1n tbese two messages : 
is suggestive but not necessarily 
significant of any moTe!llent o! car
riers to Truk. Ho~ever 1 the sugges
tion is strengthened by a despatch 
from ~U - at 1410, on the 19th 
to Truk Base, i~o Chief o! _Staff 

. ; 1ST .A.IR FLEET, COMCRUDIV 7 . _. 
and Chief of Staff 4TH FLEET 

·, since it has been previously 
indica ted that both this UARU and 
CUP.DIV 7 would go to Trllk. · · 
(GT#709-DPNAV-l92322-TI) . ··. 
(Summary, 2006001 A~~st1 llo. ;_23) .· · 

No. 742 · 

.· .. 

·. 

Under Rabaul cover, unidentified 
(believed 8TH FLEET Comdr) at . 

l247 J 'l?th, addressed CO~SUBF.Orr 6 . 
. . , info Staff Cocmunicat1on Of-
ficer DESRON 2 and DESDIV ' 1 on 1 

. transmission. This same message later 

. ' · .. 

. . · ' . 

\ .. . . . . \ 

. . .. 

. . .. 

.. . 

. . . 

.. . . 

: . . . , . . · ·. ' 

.. ..; . .. 

. ·• ·, · . . . ·. :-.~·· · 

(.• .. ;. .. _ ..... 

.... .· .· . · . . . '· ·: .. 
• : : · t . .. ' •• :; .. .. 

·... . . . 

.. 
• . , • I 

--
. •,. 

"; . . .· .. 

. . . .. . ~. ~ . . 

. : 
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ORIGI!AL 
1 .December ~944 -~ .. I 

AUGUST 19, 1942 (Continued) · 

1fo, 742 (cont.) 

seen on !okyo broadcast 
CmiCRUDIV 7. JUBU 
nication with Rabaul. 
(COM-14-190744-TI) 

It was notedt 

going to 
1n eommu-

On Aug. 18th at ~nl~ ~.abaul. . · · · · ·· 
(probable a eoTer !or CINC 8TH FLEET) 
addressed COl!CRUDIV 7 1 COllDEqRON 2, _· 
COMSUBRON 7 and CO~ESDIV 4 ~ 
CO~ESF.ON 21 _SUBRON? 6 ·and 7, and . 
CO!.IDESDIV 4 . appea~ to be in _. 
Rabaul Area-solomon Is •. Area, and · .. · 
CEUDIV 7 appears enroute Truk from 

. ' 

the Indies to join 1ST AIR FLEET !A~ -
FORCE. . appears to be an armed . . . 

.:'" j 
. ~ . 1 

. ·. · .; . .. , .... . 
-.. • ·- :: :~ . . . . . . . . 

• • • • 0 

. . . .. -~ · . .-.. . li 
• • f 4 .. - . 

' . . 't 

. .. . . . . ':! . l 
" • .• . • • I 

• .._ • I 
. . . I . ·:· I . . . \ ' . . . I , · . .. -~ . . 

. . . .... ' . 

. . =··-: ·:_:· .• _ . i 
.. . 

. ;.': ·.-. · -
~ :· · . . , -
.. . \. . :. . 

. . . 

.. . 
guard aboard a UARU .and according to .. ·. · 
decryption left RO (tentatively Kavieng) , · . 

: '.· 

at 1400 on Aug. 16th, and appears to . -
be concerned with location of 8TH CON- . . . " . 
VOY (?). On Aug. 1.4-th, appeared · · .. · · . . _ 
enroute from Truk to Ra 'baul, · · · · 

• I {Summary, l~J.¥0 1 August, :N?• 6~) · .· · · ··. _·: .. · · 
. ·. · ... ... 0: •. ·::· 0 • • • 

'. -~ • • ':·· =. . . • ·:. ;· :. 

Heavy radiO-~ traffic from the Marshall . Islands - -:._. _ .. · 
• • • • • •• , . .. • • • • • • • • • ,..r l ! , • . • • 

evidently · de~l~ with the .lllled attack ... on u:ak-1,; . -:~ ~ .-.: :··: ··· :· 
•. .. . .. 

Island. Much ·of tl~e tr~ffic pr~bably r .e!'erred. t~ ._-· ·. · .·:_·. :··:· . .. . : ·. ·._ 

enemy ~ effort . to place all. . their torees. on. the. al.ert -..... 
• o o I • • • • o ... • : , · .' o :• '-4 

in this regi~n, ~~ g~·, a speeia.l cletae~ent;_ called · · .. ····. ~ 
the Makin Relief ~r Rescue . Force, was . sen:t into action. .·:. . . . . . . . 

.· . 

... 

.· 
.. . . . · : - . .. 

. i 

. .. . 
. ' \. · . . · . . 

· .. ·: · . 57'6 . . :_ 
. . "·· .· . . . · ' .. . · . . ... .. 

.. ~ . . ' . ·.. . ·;.. : . 
- .. , . 

• • •• f • 

-: . · . . .. 
' .. . . ' 
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AUGUST ~9. 1942 (Cont~ued) 

-• .j·l:. 
.. .. ;_ . .•. ~- · 

• ' .,. .. . . 
.. : ~· :· -. . . ... --: ~ :.- .· -

· ·· ~o. 74J . . .. -~--=~ -~··'l:.: 
. .·· . ~ . 

I : • o 

Series o-r messages originated 
by 19TH AIB GROUP • . • on lSth~ 
to Comdr. 6TH BAS3 FORCE and llTR 
AIR FLEET; in!'o Chief of S ta!.f Jt.!R 
FLEET, llllidentified . .r, ·comm. 
Oft'1cer 4TE AIR ATTACK FORCE, en- · 
ciphered Ya~6 CHITOSE, 1ST. and 
14TH AIB GROUPS. '--~ ·-· ____ . . 1 

1 
. 

{COM-14-i0732-TI) 

· It ns not~ced: 

· This :probably concerns !!akin 
action. 

(Slllm:lary, 191.400, Aug\at,· No. 41) 
.. . 

Wo. 7L?, . . · . . 

address "MAKDi" ap-
. : peared as- 1nforma tion ad~es see. r;i th 

- . . . . 

.. .. ·, ... .. : ·~ .. -.· . . . ~ .. . 
• • • A. • • 

•. ' ,' · : ... ~·-

. .. 
t •• • . • 0 • 

. " . . .,_ . .,. . . · . .... .. -- .. ..: . , ..... 

.-
.. ... .- · . 

.. · 

, j ·· • 
. ' 

: . '. ·. ~ . . . 
... .. . . 

0 : .. 

. . . :··:··· . · ·Chief o! Staff 4TH FLEET • 1_, 
: CHITOSE AIR GROUP .. . ) , · 1ST AIR .:: - .·. . . ... · 

. c;oRPS .. - " _ _ _ ) i .14TH AIR CORPS, . . .... 0 ~· • • • • • • •• • : · : -~ . •_ ; • 

· · . _ .r, Sta.(:f" Conm:run1cat1on 0!!'1- .... ~ >: ; ... ' 
cer AIRON 24 .. ) ; and "Wlident1-

·!1ed · . 1n . despa~ch fro~ Com- : 
tnander· 19TH ·AIR GROUP to ··· · 

(Unit 1n· 19th Di vi sio~) at : · .. · 
1730, 18th. : . : .· .. · .·:.. .· . . 
(BEL-1906.3,-TI) . .- ·. ·_- . . . , 

COMDR. "19TH AIR GROUP heavy 
originator on 18th .· 

. •. . . . .. . ., . 

. . . . . : . 

' . 

o • • I : 

... ·. 

, .. ; . . .. . · ' t • · . . · ~ . .. 
.. . . · .. · (Summary1 200~00, August, No. 27) .· .. 

. ;·: .57.7 ·. ·. : ': --~· .· 
. .. .. . . .. . ... 

-.... , .. .. 
•, ! ..... : 

. . . .... ~. 

·. - : · ... ·... . .· . . .· 
· . .. 
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AUGUST 19, 1942 (Continued) 

No. 745 

Reason !or heavy traffic rrom 
llarshall .Area eTiden-t; in despatch 
!rom 19TH AIR GBOUP l at 
1100, 19th, addressed to: 
Actn: ~- (6TH BASE FORCE at 

J'aluit), · · 
(Ship 1.n 19th D1Ti

s1on). 
In!ot (Co~eation Of-

ficer 4!H FLEET)~ 
(Communication Of

ficer 4TH AIE AT
!ACK FORCE) , 

(UTH AIB CORPS COM
MANDER), 

(COMDR YOKOSUKA DE- · 
FEUSE FORCE) 1 . 

•ID..KIN RELIEF CREs
.CUE ?) FORCE". 

With the exception or the YOKO- . 
SUKA DEFENSE FORCE, these addressees 
have all been prominent in heavy . . 
traffic :!x'oi:l Mars~..alls since the morn
ing of the 17th. · 

· Reason for inclusion o! YOKOSUKA 
DISTRICT DEFEJ;SE FORCE not apparent 
unless some rescuers are leaving Yoko
suk.a. 
(Gt#707-QPNAV-19232Q-TI) 
(Summary~ 2006001 August, No. 25) 

l!o, 746 

. . . . 

· ·· · Outstanding feature of last night t s 
traffic is t:rolifi~ origination by 6TH • .. 
BASE FORCE , some of which m.s 
apparently connected with MAKIN action, 
bu.t _:. most undoubtedly concerned w1 th 

~· ; . . . . : 

-· 

- . . "'" 

.. .. . · 
. · ... : . 

. . . 
. ' . .. , . . .· .... 

~ ... 

-: - . 

.. I . . 
. . ~ ·: . . " l 

. - . ·: . . 1 .. . . . .. I . . . ...... 
. . 

- • • \ o • I 

i 
' # : 

~ : 

. ·. 

. .. .. ' · ... . -. . . ·. ·. . : .. 578 .. 
·. : -.· .. •. ' . . . . 
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ORIGIWJ..L . -~r 

. ·1 December 1944 ... 
. . . . . . 

- AUGUST 19, 1942 (Continued) ... • .. !· ._ ... 
. . .. ' · -~ ... · .. ~- - . ':... ... 

~ · -

· : lfo, 7 46 (cont.) .:· ' . . .. >·. . •. -
•• . ·-'-:. ,_·.# • .;.... . 

... . .· .... ··:· .. ~ -- · ..... · . 
"' • 0 • ••• • • • ••• • 

placing the area on the alert • . · · ·· . >~:- _..,-:~:. =:· :. 
a Detachment has .' : · 

. been· sent to YA.KIN ca1led "UAKDf BE- · ·.;·· ... c . 
· LIEF (or RESCUE) FORCE". Another en- .. . .· ,. · :. ~ :' 
: ciphered address (ItAG011 .0CCUPATIOl'i · .'-. ·:.. · ... : :· ~ :~ .. :· __ :··· . ...-.-·: 

. FORCE) receives . J'alui ts radio 1ntell1- ··. · · . ·. '. ·- ··. ~- · 
· . · gence despatches relayed by Truk, but . ·· . · · .. · ... ' . .. :·!. 

· composition and 2.1ms . ~e ·not clea:r~ _ . ... .:.-: .. :.~. : -;"'~: .. : ,.-; .. · :·_:"'>· ~_ ;._, 
(cm.r-14-~92054-TI) . . . . · . . · · '. . · .· .-... · ·. . . .... : .. · . · .· · .. 
(Summary 1 200600 1 Augus:t, Ho. 2~) .·' ' .· .. :· . · · . · -....: · . \ 

.. , . .. . . . ~ . :. . . ; . . ., . : '-~. ' .. .. ·. 
~ 

.: : .. . 
It :was noticed ·that much or the trat!ic tl"om 

.. 
. . . \ . , . .· . .. .._ . . .. .. ,. 

tbe Marshall Islands -r.as originated by the .Commander .:.( · · 
. . 

of the Sixth Base Force. The Nineteenth lir Group 
c • . 

was also much concerned ~~ defense operations. A 
. ·: .. . ·· .·· 

. peculiar feature or this traffic ' "F.as' the infrequency . : ~- . ·. 

· of enemy radio intelligence dispatches~ · 

No, 74.7 
J... . . ·. . .· .. .. .. =-. ' . • 0 

r •• • ~ . - . 
... ' . . ~ .· ... \ . ·:.: . . .. . . ,/' .. 

.. '• 

. . 
0 • .. - ~~ • •• 

. •·· . " . . . .. "' . 
• .. • .. ...... . . 0 

. . . ··. . .. : ··.';,. .. •. :· 
' .. \ 

".·:: .. ·.. . . ' • • o .' • • • I o • ' o• ~ o o .-. o o 

. ·' . .. ; . ·. ·Series three despa tc;hes ori~i- · : · .· : ~ .. . ; :. · .. : · . .' ._

1 
.. . . .. na ted by 19TH AIR GROUP . ., ad.. .: ·. . , · ~~ · .-· · .. ·· . 

. . :· dressed action Comdrs 6TH BASE FOR~: . . · .. ··:. ·: ~ . ...-:..::-: .... : ', ·=. 
· .. ·· and 11TH AIR FL...~T, info Chief or · . .· . . ··: ·. · 

Staff 4TH FiiEET, Suffix 9~ of 41'11 , • · ·,. . : ... 
:. =·AIR ATTACK plus CHITOSE, 1ST AJID l.4TR _ :·_ .. :7 ·. . ·. ~ • . : 

AIR GROUPS. · Enciphered llakin and un- · ,. .. ·. · - . · .. • · 
.· ·· . identified - (al. terna te ~ .... · ) • · · ·. · ·: . , .-·= .. • 

.. Despatch originated . at 18/1528 was re- : .. - ... 

- I ' • o 

. · .. : ' .. 
. .. : . 

.. .. 
r 

.. , : 
. . . 

transmitted by Tokyo at 0:316 on 19th, · · . · .. 
for information · ·· · · · · 

(KAGOU operation or Task . . .. · ~- .... 
··:,Force). KAGOU . unidenti.fi:ed . . ... · ,: . ,-: • . :_: 

(COU-14-~90142-~I) .. -.' ·i. . .. . :: ~ -. ·:·: 

• •f . ·:. .· • . 
. ' ·". - :. ··~ . . . .. :··. . ._,_~ . 

..· . . ... 
~ :_ .:: -~· , .. 

. ·. 

... . \ . ·: . . · .. ::. . . . .. . . . .. - . . 
.. .. : :.• ·. . : '; ~-:: .: · ... ·' . . .': :·:-·.: .2 .... \ : ; .i .~. :. ~ . . ·, . . . · 

• . ~ • ··• • ~ .,. : : · •: · ·. , ·, ' - : · • ~ : '• ~·· • • : : • • ;~.: ••• • . •' v· 

. ~ . : . .· . -:··•:: . . 
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ORIGUbL 
l Decembel' 19.44 

AUGUST 19, 1942 (Continued) 

lio. 747 (cont.) 

It 7t'a.S commented: 

19TH AIR GROUP ..as be-
~eTed, according to !! 1 at Ponapa (') 
on 17 July and interested in Wake· 
Island. 

Believe that by Sut!ix 9S is 
meant Sta£! Comm. O£!icer. · 
(Summary, 1906001 August, No. 21) 

Very heaTY file originated by 
Comdr. 6TH BASE FORCE and 
all units under his coni:nand. This 
undoubtedly result of Makin action. 
Plane actiTity in this area has died 
down. · one R.I. type despatch observed 
!rom Jaluit and this type traffic !l'om 
other R.I. Centers down to low ebb. 
(COM-14-190744-TI) : 
(Summary 1 1914001 .August, No. 40) 

Several indications of a •Kago Operations · 

Forcew had been appearing for some time. !rat!ie· 

analysis disclosed that intelligence ~eports !rom 

Palao, Truk and Jaluit as well as D/F reports £rom 

Saipan and airplane contact reports from the Solomons . 

were forwarded to this force. Furthermore, it had 

also received ti1e traffic concerning the 2ttack o~ 

580 
. ' 

. ~ 

• . ":- . . ; . 

.. . . .. · 
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- .... . .... : .. ; : . 
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., 
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ORIGIJ!AL . 
~ December· l9.44 

.. . : : AUGUST 19, 1942 (Cont!D:Ued) ·- ·~ 

. . ·• 
: . .. 

;. . . . 
it&kin lsland • . This rorce was located in the 1!rnk . . - . ,;:-"' .. ... 

· area, and, since 1 t ?.'aS not in J)ort, · 1 t r.as belleYed. · .. · . -.· · 

that it -:w:as a task force operating under the Com- . , 

• • ' • ' • I 

.. . . . . 
l!o, .,49 

. ~ . . .. .. 

.... 

·. 

.. . 
. • 

' ' I • . ' •,"• 

·: ' :. 

". • . • • t . - · 

~ .... 

.. . .. . . . .. . . . . ' 

' . . . .. 

WKAGO Operations Forceft is concerned . 
with Southern Area. Traffic from .follow- · 
1ng sources is rerouted to this Force: 

(l) Intel~gence Reports from Palao. 
(2) Traffic conce~ng Uakin orig.ina-

. ted in Marshalls. · . : · · . 
(3) Intelligence Reports from ~ · 
(4) Contact and amp~fying ~eports 

trom aircraft in Solomons. · . 
(5) D/F reports from Saipan. .-. 
(6) Intelligence reports !rom Jaluit. 
This traffic is routed Tia Tokyo to 

Truk in all cases except when or1g~ted 
by Truk indicating that this Force is .in 
Truk Area. Since Truk broadcasts 1 ts ov;n 
Intelligence Reports to this Force, 1t 
seems probable that it is not in port .• · . 

· It seems reasonable that this may be t.'le ~ .· , 
!ask Force under CinC 2ND. :. · ·• · 
(GT#7p~-oPNAV-l92322-U) .. · .. _\ .. _:-

. It was indicateds . · . . . . . 

Reference to ~KAGOU" Operation or 
!ask Force was made 1n a despatch repor
ted in RI Summary 191400/Q August, page 
8, item 41. This Force was information .- :. . 
addressee in a despatch from 19TH AIR 
GROUP on lS August • 
(Summary, 2006001 August, No. 28) 

.. . ... ... 
. .. : .... .. . . . .... . 
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OP.IGDtAL 
1 December 19~ 

AUGUST 19. 1942 (Continued) 

Close monitoring of ~-ba.ul broadcasts· reTealed · 

that the radio station situated there w~s transmitting 

on a new frequency. 

No. 750 

~abaul broadcasting on 
4990/9980 kes to forces and units 
in his area. This new develop-
ment. . 
(COll-14-190744-TI) 
{Summary, 191400, August, l'fo. 53) 

Increased activity by Japanese Army forces 

led to the b&lief that reinforcements for the Solo-

mons were being drawn from the ·philippines, Netherlands 

East Indies, and possibly Indo-China. The appearance 

of #6 Yokosuka Special Landing Force for the first 

time ~as an indication that additional forces were 

probably being.dispatched to Racaul. 

l'To. 751 

Enciphered heading of Army des
patch intercepted at 0808 1 18th, 
CO?.~R 1ST LANDING FORCE at Palao ad
dressed headquarters at Ujina, Mer
chant ~arine (convoy?) heaoquarters 
at Ujina, General Head~uarters of 
Southern Army at Saigon, Commander 
52.nd Anch.orage at Manila and Co=rr.:land
er 28th (independ.ent?) Regimen~ at 
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ORIGINAL 
l. December ~944 

AUGUST 19, 191..2 (Continued) 

lfo. 7~1 (cont.) 

Surabeya. This suggests Army Forces 
are being .drawn from Philippines, 
Netherlands East Indies and possibly 
Indo-china to supple~ent the 1ST 
LANDING FORCE at Palao. Probably tor . 
ultimate operations 1n New Guinea or 
Solomons. 

No. 752 

(BEL-190745-TI) 
(sumcery1 200600, August, No. ·s) 

Rabaul. addressed enci-
phered Co~nder o£ 6TH YOKOSUKA 
SPECIAL LJJIDING FORCE at Yokosuka in 
despatch at 08441 17th, whieh suggests 
possibility that Force may be despetehed 
to P.a baul area. 
(BEL-1906)5-TI) 

It T:'2.S noted: 

First appearance of #6 YOKOSUKA 
S?FGIAL LAUDING FORCE. . 
(Sumcary? 200600 1 August1 No. _ 21) 

No. 753 ... 

Enciphered ~YOKOSUKA #6 SPECIAL 
LAl!'DIUG FORCE" associated with Jalu.it 
and other Marshalls Activities on 19 
August. No indication from routing 
where this Force is, but probably a 
nen organization otherwise would have 
a call. 
(GT#7090~PNAV-192322-TI) 
(Summary, 200600 1 August, No. 22) __ 
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AUGUST 19 1 1942 (Continued) ·- -:_ -·~ ;_~~i 
,. : ' . ~~~ ··~-

~e .presen~e o! the Comma.nC.er . ot the' Akat~ :-~~{7~
: ~ :_ :.: ~-:~:~· 

Detachment at Palao on · August ~6 'WaS noted at thi.-.-- · -.. ~ 
ti:ne. 

l'fo. 754 

On Aug. 16, an enciphered ea1l 
•Comdr. AKATSUKI DETACHMEt~ #2943 1 
Palao" was noted. · . 
(GW MEMO 8/19) , . -
(Summary, 201400, August1 Wo. 13) 

- An old enemy dispatch ·or August 1 1 which an-

nounced the presence or an Allied stri~g force, 

was now deciphered. 

No. 755 

.... .. 

- FROth 
TO : 

(unidentified) #178 Aug. 1 
(unidentified) 

- (At 1.40' the Battleship WA.RSPITE,-
2 Cruisers and 2 Destroyers were ~so 
miles East of Trincomalee, · close). -
(CO!J-1.4-190908-DI) -__ · ,. - -·· · 

It was noticedt 

CI11CEF -OS42Z/3 reports a ·message 
!rom . to the effect that IDr!S WAB
SPITE1 2 aircraft carriers and a number 
of destroyers and cruisers were in un
decipherable position from Trincomalee 
at about 0500A/lst. ~other version, by 

. ~ :.- -:f:: 1 
. ' ··. ·2 

--.;_ -~-:~s 1 
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. ORIGil!AL .. 
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.AUGUST 19, 1942 (Contil:me~) ... ~ . ... . . . . . . .. 

· . ... · 

. : 

... 

. . •.. r. 

l!o, 75' (cont.) ... .., ... ~·~ -.. · . "\ ~-. ... ·. 

OPNAV and BEL~ONNEN, ~eports this 
roree about 18 miles East of !r~
comalee and the sighting as J..4,00 1 
Aug. lst. ·. · ~··· · . . · 

~-- · ;.; .. · ~~ - . .. 
.. . ~ -~7->:: . . 
.• . ':W •• \'· . 

_,, : ·.· 
~ ... :. · . . .. · . 

. ·: ·:· .~· - . 
··: ·. . ~ ... (Summary1 191.4001 August1 Wo. ~9) · · 

.· • .. ·· .. . ... ~. :·.-_::~ ~: ~. : 
. . . .. . ·. . .. :.. . .. . .. . . . ·. ... . ~ - . ·.~ · .. '~>:;,:: . 

Cruiser DiTision Seven was '·st1l.l on 1 ts way ·.: ~-- >:.~ .. ·.:· ·. 
• • • • • • • • • • • · ·.. .. • . .... :. J. \.· ~ , .. 

'towards Truk llhere 1 t was anticipated that a J'apanese '· ::: ... ~ .·. 
. . . . 

. • ·! 

striking force would be formed for operations · agai.nsi.' :: . . ,. .. 
' . '=' • • · 

. .. . .. . 
Allied forees in the Solomons. . . . . . . . 

. . · . .. -:· .. · . . · . ·~ ~ . 
. . . . ·; 

~ ., .. .. 
No. 756 . ·· .. . . ..... . . ' .. ..... . 

. ... ., . 
Traffic ~as being ·celivered to . 

CO~'CEUDIY 7 : ; by Rabaul . i .. · 
. .'during evening of 18th. ·, -~ . ' · 

As~ociations indicate _cJmDIY 7, DESRON .. · · .... · : 
2 • . ~ S!JBRON 7 . .and DEs- . ·; .. ~ ·. ·. _ 
DIV 4 · may form Covering or ·.· . , . . . 
Striking Force for operations .against ·:.-:., .... ·., .. · ' .. · ... ·· . · 
Solomons. · .. . . .• · - . · · -. .. · .. · .. ·. · · ... : '. · .. , · · .. 

· (BEL-190707-TI) · · .. · . ·:' ; .. :. : .. ...... ·. ·.:.·. < .:· .. : 
. ., • . : • ..... ·.··'J . · . . .''~: .:-...~ .... _: :·_-~ 

It was remarked: . · ·. , . . · . , · ·· 
. • ~ " • . . • a , ~ . • , ,; ••·. •• • 

· ....... . y · . · .•• · : ···: . .. ··: .~.:. ~ .. . .: •.• 

.. · This de.spa teh preTiouslJ" reported :· · ; · . · '. ·< ... ... ·. · 
· in RI Summary l8L400/Q August, page .15 1 .. · ... · · ~::· . . · . . .: ,;: 

item 22 and 1n GI COtruF.!l~ RI Summary . . . ~ • .. · .;· ·,: ' '·· ·' · < 
191400/Q August, page 12, item 69. · ·· ;_ · . ,. , ···, ~ .. :~. 
(Summary1 2006001 August, No, 37_.) ·· . ·',.. ·:· . .. .. . .... -~ . . : .. . , .. ... . . " .. :. . .. •. 

4.~ •• • • • : •• : 

No. 757 ·. . .. : . 
... . ·:· . : 

· ·CEODIV 7 ·:";:>etween t~akassar Straits··· .. . · .... : ... ·· ... -.·. ·.: ~:. 
: . . .. ·- . . ... " . . ~. . ... 

. •t ' • • • . .r '• : . • · . . • ~ : . . • •: . • 

: .;. ' • 4 : ' " .. ~· ··:. ~:~·;:' • • • 

·. . . • .. : .... :·. ·.. ., . .' :·: ':.: . : . . ·.. ' . . 
. .. · . 

. .. . . .... ~ . ~· . :. · · ·. s· as .. · .. ·· . . .. . . :.· ... 
. . . , ·. : ...... ·., ·: · •. • :· 

. : .. · -.. ... ' : . ·. : · .. ··:;: . . . 

,' "'f ' o •: . · .. 'lo, • - I 

. -~ 

. . · ·. .... . .. . . 
- . ... . .. · .. .. ... . : . . . 

.. .. .. . . 
.. 

. . ··. :-
. ,.. . . . . . ... . " . · ·: . . . . .... ·::· .. ~·~ · .. ~ · :·.:,. ·.:._;_ 

.:: . \ .· "· . .. ~ :. -~ . . : .. • .:-· . ·' 

. ·. ·• ·· . 

• 4 • • • • • • -- ~ • • 
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AUGUST 19, 19~2 (Continued) 

lfo. 7'7 (cont.) 

ORIG!JO.L 
~ December ~944 

.... . ~ : . 
. . ... ~ .. '•: ' 

and Truk. 
(COM-14-192102-Tl) 

. . : .· . . 
It was remarked: 

· !!:I on 18 August indica ted CRU
DIV 7 and COUDESRON 3 in company be
lieved enroute Truk !roc Makassar • .. 
(Summary, 200600 1 A~gust, No. 38) 

. -
. . . . 

. 
- ~.- .. . 

... , ... . 

. ~ .· . . ... 

} "' 0 

... : 

Si.nee the Comma'nding Officer o! the '[ako1 a 
. ; 

'•'t 

.. 
unit of Cruiser DiVision .Six, was receiTing radio 

! ~ -

: .. ' 

traf!ic aboard a Maru, it was thought possible that .· . 

this indicated that the Kako had ~en either sunk or 
. .... , ... ,, . 

da~aged in the Solomons. 

No. 758 

~- ::- . Commanding Officer of K.AKO 
of CRUD1V 6 sho\':n aboard 

Maru · on 13th, which liaS ta- ·.. . ... 
ken as some indication KAKO was .... . . . 
s\mk or dSJ:laged 1n Solomons Area, · - ~ ... · 
was action addre~see in despatch · 
from Kure Personnel Bureau 
at 1738, 17th • . Message was addressed -
. to COMCRUDIV 6 ~ Chief of 
Staff ~TH FLEET - . 1 Tokio 

Personnel · and Chief o! Staf!' 
COllBDf.i-'..D FLEET (?) - ' • 
(BEL-l90635~TI) · 

.· 

. ·• ·' . . 

. .. :-·• 

. . .. .. . ~ . ·: . 

. : .. 

. •' ; ... -:· · .. 
\ ; I • .. • , . • · 

-~ . . : . 

.. . 
. ,. 

:•. . 
· . . 
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ORIGINAL 
~ December 1.944 

AUGUST 19, ~9.4.2 (c'ontinue:d) 

1fo, 758 (cont.) 

It was commenteds 

The SHOHO, and the AKAGI, KAGA1 
SORYU and HIRYU ~ere addressed, 
notably by Personnel Bureaus, for a 
considerable t~e ~fter their sinking. 
(Summar.y1 ?.00600, August, Mo. 35) 

Traffic analysis diTUlged that the Commander 

of Destroyer Squadron Two had been in the Truk-Eabaul 

I . 
1 ·. 
~ : . 

. . ~ · . . - .-... ... -

: . . .. · ~ ... . . 

- -.-· 
.. - .. ....... 

. _ .. 
• • 0 ., 

... 
&rea on August 18~ with some . doubt existing as to his . 

exact location. Destroyer Division ' continued - , . 

to send operational dispatches from the Tulagi area, 

and a Destroyer Divis1on .of Destroyer Squadron !hree 

was thought to be in Truk. Although the Commander 

or Destroyer Squadron Three was en route from the 

.... . ·. 
... 

, ' 

- . 
region guarded by the Third Fleet, he had not yet - '. . . : . . 

· reached the Truk-F.abaul area.· Eouting instructions · 

seemed to indicate that he was at Palao at this . time. · ·. :. 

No. 759 

Traffic from COliDESF.ON 2 
routed~ Truk to Rabaul at -2030; lBth. 
COMDESRON 2 addressed mostly Air Units ·1n 
Solomons-New Guinea Area . on 18th. 
(GT#704-0PllAV-190240-TI) 
(Summary1 190600 1 August, No. 3~) _ -

:·.· . . 

, .. .. - . 
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ORIGil!At 
~ December 19~ 

AUGUST 19, 1942 (Continued) 

Wo, 760 

Appearance of Ca~ 
(Lunga ?) in connection rl th DES
RON 2 suggests action may be direc
ted against Guadalcana~ 
(BEL-190707-TI) 

It was indica ted: 

TI on 19 August stated belief 
COMDESRON 2 in Raba~ Area, 
(Summary, 2006001 August, No. 45) 

No, 761 

DESDIV suspected as 
having been reported at Tulagi today 
continues to send short operational 
type despatches and is ~ssociated 
ld th Cm.!CmJDIV 6 and COUDES-
RON 2 plus unident i f i ed 
(COU-14-192108-TI) 

It was pointed out: 

Previously reported in RI Sum
mary 191400/Q August, p~ge·l21 item 
70, In ~revious despatch do not be
~ieve COMCRUDIV 6 included. Call 
here for CRUDIV 6 is 

~ro. 762 

(Summary, 2006001 August, No. 43) 

At 0000, 19th, COMDESDIV 
sent short operational code to CO~ES
RON 2, unidentified commands and 

• Several indications that this 
commander concerned on operations in 
Tulagi ~~ea reported today. 
(COM-14-190732-TI) -
(Summary, 1~1400, A~ust, No. 70) 588 

... ... . 
. ·.· . .,.. . . .. 
. .:-. -

" . : . " '";. " 

: ... . .. ·-., .-

. • J - .. 
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-.. 
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AUGUST l9, 1942 (Continued) 

No, ?63 
. . 

Tra~t.ic · routing and as~ocia-
tions suggest DESDIV or 
DESFDN 3 1n Truk Area. 
(BEL-190707-T!~ 

It wa~ stated1 

lis belieTed aDD in 
DESDIT , . TI on 17 August 
indica ted DESDIV L in · Truk 
Communication Zone 2100 1 17 August. 
(Summary1 2006001 AuguSt. No, 33) 

lfo, 764 

COM!)1".....SROll 3 _ • , ·sho\':'%1 as 
one of the "Outerri SOUTH SEAS FORCE 
Commanders in despatch from Babaul 
at 0741, 19 August. CO!IDESP~N 3 .has 
not yet reached the . Rabaul or Truk 
Area, 
(GT#706-0PNAV-192320-TI) 

· It was noted: 

Translation of 10 August des-
patch showed DESDIV of DESROX 
3 would arrive Davao 18 August and 
the remainder of the squadron was 

· also to arrive Davao, but the date . . 
was not recovered. 

No. 765 

(Summary, 2006001 August, No. 46) 

DESRON 3 enroute from 3BD FLEET 
to Truk-RabaUl Area is being included 
in 8TH FLEET Co1lecti ve, and by sp~.cific 

.· 

.· 
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: ~ •. . . 
. , . " 

r . . ·• . .. .. ; . 

. . .... ..... 
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.. . . . 

• . . . . . . : . . .. .. 
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' ~ .. . . 
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ORIGI1f.AL 
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AUGUST 19, 1942 (Continued) 

No. 76S (cont.) 

routing instructions, CO~ESRON 3 
is now in Palao. 
(COM-14-192058-TI) 
(Sumcary1 2906001 August, No. 47) 

Destroyer Division Tw~nty-seTen was Tery 

closely associated with the Sixth .Base Force in the 

Marshall Islands and appeared destined for duty there, · 

despite the fact that it was operating ~ the Truk 

area at the moment. 

No. 766 

No. 767 

No. 768 

On 18 August DESDIV 27 , _ .. , 
associated more with Marshall Area 
than ~th Solomons although appearing 
in Truk Communication Zane. 
(GT#703-QP!1AV 190240-TI) 
(S~ry, 1906001 August, No. 25) 

DESDIV 27 :is closely 
associated ~th -6TH BASE FORCE 

· at Jalui t, and cay be sch.eduiec1 
for service in that area. 
(BEL-190635-TI) 
(Summar.r1 2006001 Au~t, !o. 31) 

DESDIV 27 and unidentified 

' .,• , I 
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ORIGIJ!AL . .' ·. · .: '' ... ·. · ... 
l December 1.944 · · 
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. . . . . ~ . . . • 

AUGUST 19, 1.942 (Cont~ed) . · . . ..· . . . 
: - • .: # . . . 

~-

. . .. . .. , .. . .. 
lfo, 76S {eont~) . -~~i·· . -~· ~ -'· .. . . . . 

... . . ' :· .. 

. . ~which haTe been.' reguJ.arJ.7 . 
included in traffic trom 6TH BASE 
FOF.cE • ~ :, today are both at 
Truk but appear destined for liar- .· 
shalls Area. · · . . · · 
(CO!i-U.-192l.02-n) . . · 

· ~t was notedt .. . .. 
TI on is Au.gust · sta:ted this· 

DESDIV associated more ?.ith Mar
shalls Area than rl th Solomons al
though appearing in Truk Communica
tion Zone. ·. . . 
(SUmcary1 · 2006001 .August, No • . 32) ... .. 

I • • 
• • : •• • 0 ~ . ' ... . . . . . . · .. '·: ... .. ... . 

. ; .. ·.' - ~ . ... .... 
.. . . · . -. ' . \,. ....... ... .. . 

. . . -: . :--.~- : _·. : 
. . ,, .. 

' ' -: : ~ ·;· ' ..._ ,~ , . . .,. 
. ... . .· • ... ·· -- .· .·. . .. . . 

• ' ' • "ffo • , • I • . \ . : . 

.. .. ... 

' .. 
! ... 

.· 
.. ..... - .. . 

··.· . 
. . .. :_ ·: . 

• 0 " · .... · , 

It was thought al.so that units _of Destroyer .. ' . : · ~ -.': · ·_ 
. . . . 

Squadron Four, which were due to · arri~e at Truk 1~ 
.. . ··. :·· 

. ·. -
the very near future, · were sl~ted ~~ ·· operate out .or · · 

·. 

· " , : . : ·· 0 • 

J'a luit. ' · . . .... . ·: . . . : ,. ·: . 
... 

. . . . . : . ·-. . ~ ~· •.;-.· . - ~ : _: .: . ,· . . . '· : .. ~· ._. ·: -~· :~ }. ·.. .. 
No. 769 · · . . ··· ... ... . .. . ·; · · ·· .. : · :· · ··- ···· ·~ ·:·:_ : . 

·. ·. · ... : .. .... · · Ass~oc1at:i.~ns -~ cqMDESRO:lt it'_' . · · ·,.~ .:_ . . \ .. ~-~;·~>:i: ).<::> · 
· • _ w1 th .4TH FLEET . . ) and · . .. ~ :.: ";·· ;. ... .. , . ... 

6TH BASE FORCE . . • : possibl7 in- . : · .. · : · . . ··:..: · . .'.~:.; · .. 

·. 

. . 

. dicating un1 ts . or DESRON 4 \rl.ll oper- .:._· . . .. ~ .. ·.· .:_; ~ I •• ; ' 

· .ate ·1n Jalld.t Area. ·(~~:-190707:-T~) · .· .. · · · ~ .... ·. · ·.:.·: 

It was remarkedt . . 
- 0 • • . . . -' . 

• • : • , ,J • 0 .. 0 • · ... 
' . .. . . :. 

DI on 1..4 August ga~e information .- ·· . · ~ · ·: · .: .. 
which believed indicated COMDESRON 4 
would arrive PT (Truk) 21 August. _ _ · ·- ~· .... .. 
(Summary 1 200600 1 Au~~~ No • .30) .: . ·. ; :-.. : .. : .; '._ ·, : 

.,•• • · , ~ # o o o I o ', 
,• I , • : . ' . - . -=.... . •'. 

. -. .. ~ .. 
# • • • ~ . · • : ~· · . • • • • •• 

~- •.. . . 
. · . . · . . 

. . '· . ' ; 
J . '"' . . t • 

0 .... -: 

. · 
. . .. ~ . • t . .: ·. .. 

. ·. ·. ·.· . 
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, "': ' 
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· ·. AUGUST 19, 1942 (Continued) · .. 
. · . 

. ' '· 
J. un1 t o~ Destroyer D1 Tis ion !hirty na noticed . 

.• 

. . 

.. . . . . .. 

1n the Saipan zone -'on August lS, and us thought to 

be en route from Sasebo to Babaul. 

lfo, 770 

I>estroyer ~ in DESDIV .301 
and l!aru · 1n ~aipan Zone at 
212.3, 18 August. · · 
(GT#704-QPNAV-190240-TI) 

It ~as stated: 

DESDIV 30 less some Un1 t appears . 
by T.I. and Dei. to be enroute !rom · 
Sasebo to Rabaul, an~1were to arrive 
~ruk the morning of ~e 19th . Possibly 
DD is the unit not with the rest 
of t he division. 
(SUIIUnary ' · 190600 1 .~ugi.lst, No . 26) 

. 
·, · ~~ Destroyer : seemed to .be engaged in 

. . 
_ e~corti?g the Air Tender CHITOSE. . · .. :: 

. . ·- . · ... . . . · . . · .. .. - •. 
. .. . . - . : ·. '. ·.· .. 

· No. ·771. 
. . .. 

. FROM! 

TO ·a 
INFO; 

. ; : . ' ... ... . - . . . : 

· (YOKOSUKA DEFENSE FORCE . 
'Commander) · · .' . 

~
Tateyama Air) -
·Chief or starr SUBFOF.CE) 
Destroyer -of DESDIV 8) . 

' Air Tender CHITOSE) . . 

. · Indicating probably movement of the 
· · . tender escort E:: d b¥ Destroyer .\. 
. . (COY-11;-192101;-TI) . · .. I . . . . . ,. . 
.. :· . . 

. : ; . '•' " .. : . 
. - : .. .- . ::.-: . "' \. .. . . 

. . . · 

. , 
,. 

... . . 

,\ 

. . . . . . 

. : . " - ····.· • · ..•• ! • . 592 .· 
.·. ··. 

. : . : ·· . ' · .. ·· .. ·.·. 
0 • • • ••• .. • • • • •• _ , • • • • •• • 

. . . . .. . . ·. . .. :.. . -.. ..... ~ .. ',· . ·,. · . . : . . : .. - ... . .. .. .. . . . · . 
.. . 



·- -- 4- .. . -. ·: . , ... .. 

ORIGUfJ.,L 
i December 19.4,4 

AUGUST 19, 1942 (Continued) 

Wo. 771 (cont.) 

'It was eommenteds 

. . -:::--.·· 

'- ' 

. . ···.: 
-
\ . .·\. 

. . ·-·· .. ·. 

.. . . 
!he CHITOSE wa:s associated in 

tra~~ic on 18 August as info addres
see in a despatch ~om 19TH AIR GBOUP. 
Action addressees were Comdr 6TH BASE 
FORCE (J'alui t) 1 and llTH AIR FLEET. 
Other 1n!o addressees were Chief of 

... •• 0 • • •• :· 

Staff 4TH ~BET, unidentified ·-:, 
Comm. Officer 4TH AIR ATTACK FORCE, 
enciph~red Makin, lST and UTH A!R 
GROUPS. This ~as broadcast by .Tokyo 
~ormation to KAGOU .Operation or 
Task Force. . . 
(Summary# 2006001 August, No. 24) 

Japanese planes ~ere making frequent contact 

reports in the New Guinea-Solomons area, and the Com

mander in Chief of the Fourth Fleet made .1t a practice 

to relay these reports to other high commanders. 

No. 772 ·. 

Nucerous short operational type 
despatches from planes in ·today's file · 
associated with activity in New Guinea
Solomons Area. One short abbreviated 
despatch from unidentified call 
(possibly plane) apparently refers to · 
sighting or contact in position bearing 
305 degrees, distant 58 ciles from Base 
represented by letter "R" (Raba~ ?). 
(BEL-1907 45-TI) . · . 

It r.as remarked: .• 

593 
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ORIGINAL . 
l December 1944 

AUGUS! 19. 19L5 (Continued) 

No, ~72 (cont.) 

No. 773 

Location mentioned may be Rabaul, 
if the originator (possibly a plane) ·.'1as 
using only the second letter of the area 
de signa tor vmich could be the ease since 
all the nearb,y locations have the sace 
!'irst letter. Ra baul is RR. 
(S~r,r, 200600, August, No. 42) 

Unidentiried _ (probably plane) 
reported w1 Cruiser - Aircraft - bearing 
092 distant 160 miles from base, course 
1801 speed 16 at 0545". Believe this is 
from plane in Solomons, but not certain. 
Also message probably originated morning 
of 19 August as it was intercepted at 
2210, 19 August. ·· has been sending 
unreadable contact and operational type 
traffic since early morning of 18th. They 
are alnays relayed to high commands by 
CinC 4TH FLEET. 
(GT#'708-TI) 

It wes pointed outa 
. . 

!his message previously reported in 
RI Summary 191400/Q August, page 121 item 71. 
(Summary, 2006001 August, No. 44) ·. 

It Kppeared t'rom traffic analysis that the RIT.AKA 

was travelling in the company of the Commander of Carr~er 

Division Two. Traffic bet·,yeen HITAKA and ZUIHO indica-

ted a possible movement southwards. 
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ORIGIWAL. 
l December ~94 

AUGUST 19. 1942 (Continued) 

lfo. 774 

COMCARDIV 2 • aboard 
Flagship, HITAKA - · • ' and Carrier 
Plane Group .:heard working in 1ST 
AIR FLEET Channel during eTen-
ing. C01i"CARDIV 2 noted handling tra.r-
!'ic tor HAYAT.AXA · · ;'1 indica ti.ng 

1fo, 775 

that Tessel in company, 
(BEL-190635-TI) · 
(Summary, 200600 1 Afgust, No. 12) 

At 18101 18th, li!TAKA heard work-
ing ZUIHO , and bearing 29 4 
from Oahu, This fe~ degrees lower that 
last bearings obtained several days ago 1 
and m2y indicate movement South from 
Yokosuka Area, possibly to Chichijima. 
(COM-14-190746-T!) 
(Summary, 1914001 August, No. 19) · 

An estimate of the location of enemy earriers 

was made at .this time. 

No. 776 . 

. . \ 

. . 
·sHOKJ..XU and ZUIKJ!.XU believed 1.n 

Empire, RYUJO believed in Navy Yard. 
HIT)ZA and HJ.YATJ~ possibly patrolling 
South of Yokosuka or enroute Ch1chijima. 
ZUIHO believed ready join H!TAKA and 
HAYATAKA. HOSHO believed in Empire. 
(COM-14-190746-TI) 

: ·- .. ... .. - .. ~ 

•• 0 
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ORIGTifAL 
l December 1944 

·AUGUST 19, 1946 (Continned) 

No. 776 (cont.) 

·. 

It was statedJ 

Th&re have been indications that 
RAYAT.AKA and RITAKA may ·be at sea 1.n 
Empire Area. · 
(Summary, 191.4001 August, lfo. 16) . 

A righter squa~ron o~· Plane Group 

had moved to an unidentiried ' station, ~es receiving 

traffic from Chichijima. Associations rt th the Com

mander Ioujima Base in the Boriins indicated that this 
~. 

base was used by aircraft nying from the Empire to 

Rabaul. · 

no. 777 

Fighter Squadron o! Plane Group 
has moved to a Station 

which .is unidentified but whose .trar: 
··ric is routed from Chich1m1 rna. 
{GT#704-QPNAV-~90240-TI) 

It was noted: 

Translation of > serial /8, 
of 13 August, indicate~ that 3 bombers 
and apparently some fighters r.ere to 

·leave Kisarazu on the .l6th, arrive at 
!enian on the 17th, (Activit{ on the 
18th could not be translated), leave 
Tenian fro Truk on the 19th and arrive 
Rabaul at 1000, 20 August·. 
(Summary, 190600, August, No. 9) 

- " 

g .A 3 a A 5 •• MS. a ... sa.s:e::a.; .... . W -- a a 
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~UGUST 19, 19~2 (Continued) 

... lfo. 778 

·commander Ioujima Base (in Bonins) 
appeared 1n connection with Carrier-
~ased P~ane G~oup . _:, CO!tAl;RONS 22 
. . , 25 _; and 26 . ____ ., 

plus ~E FORC~S at Chich:i.jima r • .o1 
Saipan . ) and Truk _ . .,. :. Xhis 
may 1nd:1cate that Ioujima is one of the 
Bases used by aircraft being ferried 
from Empire to Rabaul. 
(BEL-190745-TI) · . . 
(Summary, 2006001 August, 5o. 19) 

The Xisara%U Air Group _he.d been at Marcus 

Island on August 18, and the K.ASUGA MARU1 lrhich was 

associated nth the Commander or Air Sq_uadron Twenty-

six, seemed to be in Empire waters. 

No . 779 

YUR! associated with . 
KISAP~ AIR GROUP at Marcus, 18 August. 
'(GT#'703-0PNAV-19024Q-TI) . . 
(Summary, 190600~ Augus~, No. 16) 

l'fo, 780 

KASUG.A 1rARU 
ted with COMAIRON-26 
Empire Area. 
(BEL-190745-TI) 

is also associa~ 
and appears to be 1n 

It was noticed: · 

A ~artial D.I. translPtion on 9 ·August 

. ·_. 597- ·· 

. ·•.. . I . ~ :·. 
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ORIGINAL 
~ December 1944 

AUGUST 19, 1942 (Continued) 

No, 782 

Kan-of-~ar ·apparently 
· enroute to Kure Tia Makassar prob
ably from Surabaya. 
(BEL-190707-TI) 

No, 783 

It was remarked~ 

Position of :on August ~ 
b7 D/F was 05° S 1 1150 E. On 7 August 
this Tessel reported leaving some un
known place for Davao, 
(Summary, 200600 1 August, We. 48) 

.Unidentified made typical 
departure report indicating he is about 
to leave Yokosuka for Rabaul via Bonins, 
Saipan , and Truk at 1935/lSth, 
( COl.1-14-l92104-TI) 
(Summary, 200600 1 August, No. 17) 

A deciphered dispatch revealed that a tanker 

which '.':as thought to haTe been sunk in the v:1c1n1 ty 

of Truk in July, was still helping to supply the 

enemy's forces. · 

1lo. 784 

FROM: (Rabaul) #261 Aug. 12 

Reported by OpNav 130327. MF~BUNIT 
now reads as followss 
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ORIGINAL 
1 December 1944 

AUGUST 19 1 1942 (Continued) 

lfo. 784 (cont.) 

•In accordance lri th R AREA . 
DEFENSE ORDER ~ the _ (torpedo 
boat?) will join company w1. th the 
.(special table 63294) and proceed~ 
Truk, ~ an~ after reporting to the head

. quarters of 2ND ESCOM FORCE and the · 
4TH FLEET for duty, will escort ~he 
AZOlU. !!ARU to Rabaul.." 

NOTE: The Tanker ' mentioned 
above is the same Tesse1 previously 
thought sunk by 2 torpedoes in Truk 
Ticini ty on J'ul.y 30. 
(BEL-l9013Q-DI) 

It was commented1 

J.ZUMA l{ARU reported arri Tal at 
Truk 1000, August 14th.. 
(Summary, 1914001 August, No. 72) 

Traffic analysis disclosed the presence of 

many enemy unit~ 1n varioUs locations. 

No. 785 

· SATA and DESDIV 
call) in TTuk Area. Tanker 
route 'Rabaul to Truk. ltARU 
route Jalu:i t . to Truk. M.ARU 
Saipan Area. · Man-of -War 

in Saipan Area. M.ARUs 
I ~, 

Saipan Area 
·_(BEL-190707-TI) 

· . . 

· and ·' . . , . 

(garbled 

in 

eD
en
in 

, 

1600 

'. - ~~ -~ ... : . ·. :• .. : .: . . · .. · 
... . . . '~ ~ . 
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OP.!GINAL 
l December 1944 

AUGUST 19, 1942 (Continued) 

Wo, 785 (cont.) 

It was commented: 

On 16 August TI indicated Tanker 
SATA · · remains 1.n l1abaul Area. On 
18 August TI indicated A~iary 
in l1abaul Area. . On 18 August -· - .: was 
indicated in Saipan Zone. On 17 August 
TI indicated enroute Kure to Truk 
Tia Saipan. On 17 .August TI indica ted 

.· in Sai pan A:rea • 
(Summary, 2006081 August, No. 29) . 

lfo. 786 

~UJru enroute Rebaul to Yoko-

No. 787 

suka via Truk and Saipan (Co~anding Of-
ficer · (KLXO ?) has been shown 
aboard t his VJffiO). 
(BEL-190707-TI) 

It was indi cated: 

D! on 15 August s t ated MARU 
would depart Rabaul arriving Japan 
24 August. 
(Summary, 2006001 August, No. 36) 

KAMOI ) 1 indicated yester-
day en.route Marshalls to Raba~, is no'f'l' 
1n communication with AIRON 25 and has 
apparently arrived in Rabaul Area, pos
s~bly escorted en.route by YUr~ZE . 

of DESD!V 34. 
(BEL-190635-TI) 
(S~ary, 2006001 August, No. 41) 
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AUGUS! 19, 1942 (Continued) 

Jo, 78S 

Comdr· SASEBO NUMBERS SPECIAL 
~AliDING_ ?OF.CE . .. ~- 1s at Buna 

' UAEU (?) apparently 
enroute Rabaul.. 
(BEL-190707-TI) 

It was pointed out: 

TI on 15 August indicated traf-
ric for emanating from Buna. 
(Summary, 2006001 August, No. 52) 

No. 789 

Au;d.ll~17 at Singapore · 
• 

{BEL-190707-TI) 
(Sumi:lary1 200600 1 

.. 
J.ugust, No. ~5) 

Contact reports were quite noticeable in enemy 

radio traffic, for each instance aroused considerable 

activity on the part or the defenders of the area con-

cerned • . . 

No. 790 

Another originated by probable 
plane· at 094S, 19th, ~~s re-
trans~itted by direction suspected 2ND 
FLEET • for info Mandates FORCE 

602 
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~UGUST 19, 1942 (Continued) 

· No. 790 (cont.) 

Collective 
FLEET . - , 

_ . ,', Comdrs. ~ 
llTH AIR FLEET 

No. 791 

and SUBFOR · • Text. -. 
. .. . . . :. . . -

.. Trans
lated .. _. ~·-:- :1- destroyer (?) 'bear-
ing 092 from Base, distance 160 miles, 
course 1801 speed 161 at 0545. Area 
inTolved unknown. 
(co~-14-190838-TI) 
(Summary, 1914001 August, No. 71) 

Apparent plane contact origina-
ted by unidentified at 0941, 
19th, retransmitted by direction 4TH 
FLEET to Operations and Intelligence 
Tokyo 1 plus _ · KAGOU Sk~SEN 
BUTAI, text HIHIH1.0941. Area unde
termin~d, m~aning of KAGOU not found. 
(C0!!.-14-190838-TI) 

It was stated: 

HIHIHI means aircraft sighted. 
(Summary, 1914001 August, No. 73) 

No. 792 

Unidentified bearing 250 
from Oahu, sent contact report o! 
sighting of five enemy aircraft at 
1345 ~hich caused flurry on 9305 kcs. 
(COM-14-190258-TI) 
(Summery, 2006001 August, No. 4) 

.·. 
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. 
AUGU~T 19, 1942 (Continued) . 

An estimate or Jap~ese submarine positio~ 

"im.s also made at this time. 

lfo. 793 

Submarine Positio~s 
HONI/WSA COMSUBRON 3 at Trllk 

at 1.400, 16th. 
HOE SUBDIV l# at Adi:dral ty 

Islands tfa1r) at 13001 19th. 
(COM-14-190748-TI) 
(Summary, 191.4001 August, No. 48) 

No. 794 

On 19 August, traf!1c !or SUBRON 
3 . _ . , SUBDIV . . 1n SUBRON 6, 
SUBDIV. in SUBRON 1 1 and Commu
nication Officers SUBRONS 1 and 3 was 
routed from CO~SUBFOR at Yokosuka via 
Saipan to Jaluit for delivery. 
(GT#706-0PNAV-l92320-TI) 

It was noticed: 

COMSUBRON 3 appeared by T.I. to 
~e in Marshalls on 17-18 .August. T.I. 
has recently indicated SBBDIV l 
is in Saigon or Indi~ Ocean Area. 

is identified as a SUBDIV 1n 
St~RON l and appeared to T.I. to be in 
Xure as late as 15 August, however, it 
appeared on 13 August that BUBDIVS 

and would leave the Ecpire for 
the South Seas. 
(Summary, 200600 1 August, ~o. 34) 

!he Bu1letin issued by the Commander in Chief 
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ORIGI10.L 
l December l94Jt 

AUGUST 19, 1942 (Con~inued) 

o~ the Pac1r1c Fleet on 19 August 1942 reads as 

follows: 

Wo. 795 

FROM: CINCPAC (JERI) 190145 19 August 1942 
TO : CO~SOPACFOP. 

COMSO'i'!ESTP ACFOE 
ALL TASKFOR CUDRS 
COMRAWSEJ..FRON 
C0mi0';7ESTSE.A FBOlf 
COMP AS'£}..FR01f 
CO~~:ESTSEAFROlf 

COTal'fCH {lfSS~ 
OPNAV lfSS 
CO:MNJ.VEU NSS 

Bulletin No~ 156 WCR 7662-J 

Commander Desron 2 1n Rabaul area. 
Part of Subron .3 1n Marshalls. ATAGO, 
CHIYOGA and probably 4 or 5 destroyers 
:in Truk ;:;.rea. Units or Desdiv 30 en
route fro~ Sei~an to New Britain via Truk. 

Detacll!:lent of 14th Air ¢orps a·t 
Gas::nata. WAF.UTO !!A!'~ in Rabeul Area. By 
D/F submarine 157 East 3 South 145 East 
S North. HITAKA, zunro, HAYAT.AKA believed 
1n J'apenese '.'7a ters but may moV"e soon. Jfo 
concrete indications depa~ture SHOKAKU, 
F.YUJ'O, ZUIU;aJ from home 1'Ta ~c.:· .l b·ut pos
sibility undetected move to South exists. 
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AUGUST 20, 1942 .. 

. . .. . . . . 
.. .. 

. ... . 

. . .. 
Radio tra.!'tic on this day n.s extremely beayY ~ ·. '. ·: 1 

Kost ~ it was administrative in nature and con-

cerned itself with supply vessels~ tankers, air 

tenders and submarines·. there Yas Tery llttle enemy 

radio 1nte~1gence activity,. which .led. American o~ 

servers to belie?e .that the failure of the 1apanese 

experts to anticipate the movements or the Allied 

invaders bad caused a reduction in volume ot rad.i.o 

intelligence messages. Eowever1 this was but a tec

porary adTantage !or all Allied· experts agreed that · 

Japanese radio security ~easures were m~ng it more 

difficult to secure information !rom their communi-

cations& .- . 

. . 
, , ·· I 

I . 
:" .: :. ··~ j 

' ! . ... . . . .. . • 1 
. . -

.·. ·· . . 

· .. . • • • • ;I 

llo. 796 

Heavy traffic· volume. RI File showed 
pickup but still subnormal. Suggest lack 
RI success antieipating U.S. move~ents re
sul ted loss of !ace and reduction Tolume . . . 
however also apparent this lack of success 
reacting against our analysis as shown by :. 
adoption greater measures radio security. · 
(COli 14-202002-TI) . · . . : 
{S~ry, 210600, August, No • . l) · 

.. 
. ' 
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ORIGINAL 
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. AUGUST 20, 1942 (Continued) 

. . ~ 

425 

llo. 797 

tra!!1e To~ume heaTy but mostly ad
ministrative in nature. !okio had 3 broad
cast circuits rnnn1ng simultaneously during 
Jiid-Watc'h employing 4800, 9260 and 83SO . 
Kes. (BEL 200718-TI) (Summ.a.ry1 210600, 
.August~ Bo. 2) 

.. lfo, 798 

Increased aetiTity supply Tessels~ 
tankers~ air-tenders, submarines plus a 
stream o~ air reinforcements and troops 
suggests continued amplified operations 
Southeast regardless o~ carrier support. 
(CO~ 14-202004-TI) (Sumcary1 2106001 
.lugust, lio. 48) . · · · 

!he South Pacific was the most active area 

under Japanese control on this day. A 'great deal o! 

operational traffic was emanating ~rom Guadalcanal 

Xsland, and the region. around llakin was also 1n tur

moll: 

No. 799 

. Center ot activity again in southeast 
.lrea with CINC llTH AIR predo!ninan t o-rigi
nator. One despatch addressed enciphered 
·~ Commanders Southeast Area Foree•, 
Info: Chiefs of Staff CO~DJED FL~T, 2ND 
FLEET, 1ST AIR FLEET and Destroyer • 
(COM 14-202002-TI) (Summary, 21060Q, 
J.ugust, No.r 47) - · ·. 

4U 8 G&S PHESC&EE & §¥@ £2 
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ORIGINAL 
l Decembe::- 19.4.4 

!UGUST 20, 19;2 (Continued) 

:Jo. 800 

Operational type tra~fic continues to 
emanate ~rom Lunga(?) during Aug. 20. 
(GT 1712-QPDAV 201815-TI) 

Jlo. 801 

(Summary, 201400, August, !o. 22) 

VA KIN RELIEF F-Q RCE 
-- ----~ - appeared as Info-addressee 

in dispatch rro~ Commander 19TH AIR GROUP 
to Commander JALUIT BASE FORCE 

• and 19TH DIVISION Unit . . • 
Enciphered MAKIN has been unusually promi
nent in traffic ~or past two days associa~ed 
with units in Karshalls area and mention o~ 
RELIEF FORCE 1n connection w1 th tb.a t place 
suggests Allied activity possibly an attack 
1n that area. (BEL 200751-TI) 
(Summary, 2106001 August~ Ho. 35) 

lie. 802 

Yajor center of activity in 4TH FLEE! 
Area with most prominent units being 4TH 
FLEET Starr, 6TH BASE FORCE, lST AIR BOt.J:BERS. 
CHITOSE AIR. ~TH AIR and Karshalls Collec-
tive call _. The •KAGOU 
OPERATION FORCE• is information aduressee on 
all R.I. traffic with location and composi
tion this force still undetermined, but 
significant is fact non-inclusion CINC 2ND 
FLEET in R.I. despatches today. 
(COld 1.4-200808-TIJ -

It was mentioned: 

6TH BASE FORCE is at Jaluit. - •1ST 

------ - . 
. I 

. . 
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l December 194-4-

.AUGUST 20, 1942. (Continuad) 

Jo. 802 (Cont.) 

· .AIR EO~S• probably re!ers to •1ST AIR · 
GROUP.• {S~ary, 210600, A~t, No. 22) 

lio. 803 

.CDlC 4TH FLEET . · was originator 
o~ long 6-part dispatch at ll05/19 August . 
addressed to CINC CO~INED _ • ·~ Chiet 
Naval General Stat'~ ) and Com:nander 
llTH AIR FLEET . ·~ Into: CINC 2BD 
---·- - ... __ I 8TH • . . i and 1ST AI.R FLEET 

• _ , SOUTHERN FORCE . . __ , # Otr.r- · 
SIDE SOUTHERN FORCE • -;, • and pommanders 
J..IRROB 24 . . ., and 25 • 
(BEL 20075i-!I) (Summary, · 210600~ August~ 
lo. 23) 

Both the Comc.ander 1n Chief and Chief o! Stat'! 

of the Eighth Fleet appeared to be at sea in ·the 

vicinity of Rabaul .on .August 20. Tra!"!ic was being 

routed to Truk !or the Commander 1n Chiet o! ·tha. -
. . . . 

Second Fleet who, through elose assoc~~t1ons ~th 
·. . . . 

Babaul, appeared to be ver,y much interested in opera-

tions 1n the South Pac1r1cz 

No. 804 

2ND FLEET traffic still routed to 
!ruk. (COM 14-202002-TI) 
(Su:nmary, no6oo, .August, lio. 2.4) ~ - :-

.· 
60.9 
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ORIGINAL 
l December 1944 

AUGUST 20 1 1942 (Continued) . 

!o. 805 

Chie! o! StaN' 2lfD FLEET 1s 
now included as action addressee 1n SOme 

· intelligence messages !rom Rabaul : _., 
indicating close association that command 
with operations in Southern Area. 
(BEL '200751-TI) (Summary, 210600, Augus~1 
llo. ·25) . · · 

lio. 806 

CDIC md Chief of Stat! 8TH FLEET at 
aea on 20 ~ugust as evidenced by trans
mission of traffic by Rabaul to both • 

• (GT #713-DPHAV 201712-TI) 
(Summary, 2106001 August, ~o. 49) 

llo. 807 

. . . 

}-part despatch at 1619/19 August 
coming out Rabaul using · · as origin 
goes !or action to CINC C011BI1XED, 1ST AIR 
FLEET, STH FLEET, 11TH AIR, Naval General -
Staff, COUDESRON 2 1 COliDESRON 10 1 Comman-

.. dan:t Yokosuka; Infot Chief o! Starr 4TH, 
Truk Docks, Tokyo Yilitary Stores, Yokosuka 
Air Supply, originator Unidentified, but 
viewed as possibility 2ND FLEET CINC. 
( CO!i 14-202002-TI) . · 

It was noticeds 

is usual hidden originator caLl. 
The ·absence of a 2ND FLEET call is quite 
conspicl,lous. (SUlllilary, 210600, August, · 
lio. 26) . . ·. · . 

' , 
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ORIGINAL 
~ December 1944 

AUGUST 20. 1942 (Continued) 

· ~here were no indications or the presence ot 

battles.,.ips or carriers ill the South Paci!'ic at this 

time: 

llo. sos 

lfo radio indication presence or ar-. 
riTal o! Battleships HARUNA and KO!iGO in 
Truk ~rea evident he~e, likewise no evi
dence. carrier move~ents Southeast been ob-
served. {COY 14-202004~TI) . 

It Yas declared: 

The only association noted so far is 
that the c:ruiser UYOKO (or CRUDIV S) which 
was supposed to be a part or this TASK FORCE 
is now reported at .Truk. Traffic for CAR
DIY 2 has just been noted as being routed 
to Palao. 
(Summar,r1 2106001 August~ · No. 13) 

Identification or the flagship or Cruiser 

Divis~~n Eighteen was tentatively made~ and the £lag

st~p or Cruiser Division Five, the YYOKO, was located 

near Truk: 

l!o. 809 

Light cruiser 
ship of CRUDIV 18. 

1 eppears as Flag
(COM 14 200806-TI) 

611 
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ORIGDlAL 
l December 1944 

AUGUS! 20, 1942 (Continued) 

Jo. 809 (Cont.) 

Jo. 810 

It was notedJ 

has also been suggested as a 
destroyer in DESDIV S o'! DESP.Oli ;..~ and has 
been associated with CRUDIV 18. 
(Summary, 20l.400~ .August, Io. 2S) 

Cruiser lf!OKO Flagship CRUDIV 5 shown 
at. or near, !ruk. (COM l4 200808-TI) 

It was remarked: 

CRUDIV S has been indicated as possibly 
1n %1-uk J.rea. (Summary 1 210600 1 .August, 
Jlo. 27) 

3apanese destroyers Yere being used ror many . 

purposes in the South Pacific, but escorting conToys 

was their prineipal duty at this time. Close atten_: -· . .. 
· tion was paid to destroyer movements qy American 

. . . . 
.observers since the activi~ o; destroy~rs might . , 

. ' 

very wel1 re!lect the movement or enemy capital 

ships. !here'!ore, no radio traffic concerning de-

... · ·. 

stroyers was ignored. T.he Communication Officer ot 

Destroyer Squadron Three was at·Palao1 and a _unit 

or Destroyer Squadron two was 1n the vi.cini ty ot 

612' .· 

·:·· . . .. 

' l 

; 

. . . . 
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ORIGI!U..t . · · · _. ·· ·. ·· ··.·., .: · . 
l Decembe:- 1.944 ~, :-. ~::;. :: 

.. ·: ::: : .. -"'·-· 
.•• ~ - . • . .. • .. · i _. • • ,.._ • •"" w · ·· · ~· ·. 

AUGUST 20• , 1~+2 (Cont~) :-'· · :'~·~·: .' .· .. . ~\~_; ::>.~·j~f?: 
. . . ~ . . . .. . . . . .- .: . :: ~- :·.~·.·~ ~-:· ·. :_:.~~~\~ 

'truk, as was the fiagship · of Destroyer Squadron ·.· ; . . _: ~.-. . .~_. .. ; . 
. . • . . . . "t, • . : • • . : . • : •. ' .· :: ·:-,-=-·:·--; ·:·. 

Four- which had been assoc:1a~e~ with the 7ourtb. Yleet . .. ::>--~· 
. · , .·-.. ....... -~ .. 

and the Sixth Base Foree at Jaluit: .· . ... . · ... . . -'· ... • 

. . . ' , .. .· . . . ·. . ·-•·. .. ,. : : , .. , \ .... :: .. ~ .... ;:: :*,. ... ~~ 
. . . . . . . . .. 

; · . : 
.B.o. Sll l : - • ': : : . . ; ~ ·. ·.: . . . . . ~. ; ~. · ·.- ·. · .. ·~_·:·j~· ··:··.· . ~-1 

. . . . . . .. - . .. ". . ; - . ': ... 

·. 

• • • ·,. - ~ :~ · ~ • '• :· •T"..' • • i 
; Co~un.ica tion Ot!'icer DESROB 3 shown · - .. · ·, · -~ 
.. 1n Pa.lao. {COK l.4 200806-ti) . . :,. · · .': ·. ,.: 

· .... . .. .• ... 

It was pointed outj . . :- .: . .. ... · . 

. On Aug. 19th, trat"!ie routine: and 
association suggested DESDIV ~t · 
DESRON 3 was 1n Truk Area. C01IDESF.OB 3 
did not appear to have reached Truk or ·· 
Rabaul Area .on Aug. 19th, but was indicated · 
at Palao. (Summary, 201400, !ugust6 No. . 
15) : . ; . 

. : ·. : ~ .. 
. . . 

. ~ . .... . .. .. 

. .. 
. . . · 

.~ 

lio. 812 ; • ,- · I 

. . FlagsMp .DESRON 4 and Destroy~r . .. . :_ · ·.·:~.--: _· . . _._. ·· . 
. in !ruk vicinity. {CO~ 14 200806-TI) . :· · :' - .... · . . .. .. ,•.. :. 

~· : · · · · · · "It was stateds· ·{_ · _·.· :· .... ·.·. · · - ·· . __ -:._.::_··_::-,·_·: ·.· . .. . 
· .... ·:{ . . ··.·:. . . . '· . . .. . .. . . . .. . .. \, .·. -~ . __ .. ~ . . . . .., 

·.· i:.1 ·, . . ·.· Destroyer ··1n DESROli 2. C01IDE5-· : .' ~> ·..--.~ . . " :. 
RON 4 was associ~ted vri th the 4TH FLEET .- . . . . ::. 

' - .... and the 6TH BASE FORCE at .Talui t, on .Aug. . ~ · .. 

•;' . 

19th.. So1:1e un1 ts o! DESDIV 8 o£ DESROlf 4 ; ~ .. . .. · . . · 
·appear 1n Rabaul Area. . - ·- - ·--· -· · · ·. "'> .-. 
(Sum:ll.ary 6 2014001 August~ No. 16)· ,- ·:":: · .· · . · · ..... -; . :.:..·_-~:: ·, · 

• • ... .. • •• • • . ... 0 • • ; , ; • • • · , •• ... .. .. • • .. ~ ... . .. 

. . .. ·-
. · .... : .. '!", • . .. ·,. . . ·· . 

· .l unit of Destroyer Squadron Three appeared.~- · ·_, · ·. 
. ; :.. : ~ ; : . . . :· -~ : :. . : ... , : :. . .. 

. . , ., ~ 
. --· . . ~ ·.• -~·. . 

~ . . .. 

.:. 

. , . : 
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QRIGl!IAL 
1 December 19.4,.4 

AUGUST 20, 1942 (Continued) 

to be escorting a Karu fro~ the East Indies to Ba~ul. 

Both were at Palao on this date: 

lio. 813 

Destroyer of DESROB 3 and ~ 
, !associated and both at Pa1ao at 
1010, Aug. 20. (GT #712-0FNAV 201815-TI) 

It was observed: 

. .. · appears enroute Rabaul. Both 
and r.ere formerly in East Indies 

Area. (S~ry, 201400, August, Bo. 20) 

Destroyer Division Twenty-seven was attached 

to t he Sixth Base Force, and a destroyer di vi sion or 
Destroyer Squadr on 'I"wo was in t he nor thern area. J.. 

newly com:iss1oned destroyer was a t sea , en route 

to an unknoa.n destination, and t he Destroyer 

was escorting two air tenders from Yokosuka to Tr~ 

No. 814 

COUDESDIV . sent QOSt urgent 
despatch to ~RU on which CO~R. 
SEAPLANE UNIT · was embarked, at 
1600, Aug. ~0. Destroyer trans-
mitted t ius direct to Ominato for delivery 
to • (GT #710-0PHAV 201445-TI) 

- _, 

·. 

614 
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AUGUST 20. 1942 (Continued) 

~RIGIN.!L 
~ecember 1944 

· lfo. SlA (Cont.) 

It was commented: 

appears to be the KAlliTSU MARU, 
a Seaplane ~ender. -·- is a DESDIV o~ 
DESRO~ 2. These units have been associated 
w1 th the I orthern Area. 
(Summar:r 1 201.400, J..ugust~ Io. cj) 

:lo. 815 

lev DD .' in commission and 
underway at i2l.5/2o· August, having origj.
nated enciphered co~cation zone change 
to ~okyo, Kure, Hai%1.1TU, and Sasebo. !Jo 
indication of direction or movement nor or 
~ediate superior in command. 
(GT #713-0PNAV 201712-TI) 
(S~ry, 210600 1 August, lfo. 18) 

11o. 816 

-

FRO:.t: 
TOz DESDIV 17) 

_· t?) . 
· ~u Air-tender) 

lURU J.ir-tender) 

From Commander 1ST AIR FLEET • · 
1. · Tender ~ - departs 'Iokosuka 

tonight and will rendezvous with tender 
at. point Z 31 N, 137 E, at 0900/ 

4th . ~- - .. and arrive Truk during __ _ 
• 

2~ Tender 'will depart Xure 
on~~ ~ 

3. During this voyage ___ will provide 

. . ' 

615 . : . 
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ORIGINAL 
l December 19,4.4 

AUGUST 20, 1942 (Cont~ued) 

!o. 816 (Cont..) 

l destroyer. !hat is !or to the 
- rende~TOU3 and ~rom there on for both 

· vessels. -(BEL 20ll54-DI) 

It was indicated: 

'fi has indica ted the DD :is -
the escort tor these tenders. They have 
been closely associated with CRUDIV 7. 
{Summary, 210600, A~gust, Jo. 33) 

llo. 817 

FROlh 
TO 1 

(6TH BASE FORCE) 

•DESDIV 27 (less 2nd Section) is 
attached directly to this Unit.• 
(CO~ 14-202322-DI) · . 
(Summary, 210600, August, lo. 31) 

· ... 

• • # • 

·. .,._ .. 

. . \._. -: _.- · .. 
. . . . . 

.... . ' ·! ·. · .. 

. :. 

.. .. ::: 
. . . .... . ~ . . 

. . ... . . . . 
: ~·~ " . : 

. · .. - . 

··. ·. 

._. • 0 ' 

.., . . . 

A deciphered message stated that the J.KTAAZE ~ : ··- ~--· · .• · :. 
~ .... . . 

. . 
had left Bougainrllle ~or Rabaul on August 12: 

Eo. 8~8 

FRO.i.l: 
· TO I • 

-· . . · ... · .. 

. :. .. . 

#212, 0730, August 12 

~
c. o. AKIKAZE) · · -
COMDR 11TH AIR FLEET) 
COMDR 5TH AIR ATTACK · 
FORCE) 

. . . .. . . .. . . 
. . ~ . 

• • -. I 

. . ~ - ••• !', • 

~-

. . . . 

. . . 

.. , .. 

. • . 
. .. .. 

· , . ... 

.. :·_\' . .. 
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ORIGINAL 
l December l9J.,.4 

AUGUST 20, 1942 (Continued) 

Jo, 81S (Cont.) · 

DiFO: 

~
DESDIV 34) 
5TH .AIR ATTACK FORCE) 
Chiet o£ starr sm 
FLEET) . 

: (CO!.IDR if8 BASE FORCE at 
Rabaul) 

' ~. .. ·: .. · 

· Lett RXC (near Bougainville) for RR 
(Rabaul.). (GZ #2533 - DI) · '. 
(Summary, 2006~0~ August~ Jo• 50) 

Some doubt was expressed as to the exact , · 

location o! the Destroyer - and the Uaru it -.as 

accompanying, but it was definitely ~oving south

wards. Another dispatch indicated that ~strayer 

Division Seventeen would be at Rabaul sometime after 

the fourteenth o! August: 

_ l'io. 819 

. Traffic routing and associations in-
dicate destroyer : and Karu 1n 
Ominato Area. (BEL 200718-TI) 

It was mentioneda 

DD appeared to OPNAV, by T.I. 
to be in the Saipan ComQunication Zone 
17 August, and to be at Chichijima 20 
August (to COU 14).· OPNAV noted apparent 
movement report from Uaru indicating 

. .. 

... 
. · .. 

. ... 
- ' . .. ·. 

,..· 
-· 
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OR!GllAL 
l December i944 

.. . 
AUGUST 20, 1942 (Continued) 

. . : 

lo. 819 (Cont~ 
-\ r ' . 

. - .. -. ... . 
. · .. 

- . 

depar~ Kure ior !ruk 16 August. Dit'
~erence o! op~on as to location o! these 
units may be due to uncertain call identi
fication since the change on 18 August. 
(S~_r'7) 2.106001 August~·- Bo• 30) . :. . _ ... 

... · . 
. . ·. ·-

llo. 820 
. . 

- ~ 

~- . 
_.; · . .. -.. 

. ··.. . . ; ~ . . -.-
... - "" •• .,-.... L • 

.. . 
~- . . . •' . . ..... . 
. .• . 

.· 

. 

. . .. .. 

·.: • · . 

. -,. . ·, · 

·--
•'\ 

. , _ ' . , .. . . : · . 
... .. 

FROK: 

roa 

INFO: 

. --
#464 - Aug.· 12/1300 

· (An7 Jap Station (concealed 
1dent. call)) 

1 1'ruk Bad1o) 
.1 Tokyo Radio) 

Sa1pan Radio) 
?) . -
DESROW lO) - . 
COMBDiED FLEE!) 
?) : - -
DESDIV 17 in DESROII lO) . 

. . 
· DESDIV 17 1 less· ( - DD) , . 

will leave CommUnication Zone at ._-' -. __ : . . 
~-- on 13th, and enter_ #4 Communication . o Y 

Zone; leave !ruk Co:nmunica tion :one at .. . . "-- _ .· 
1200 on 1.4th and enter .#S Communicat~on ·. - .· · - . 
Zone. (GZ #2550..0PNAV ~02252-l>~) · . ·. . -_ · - ,. . · .. 

. ·. . . . . . . : ~ ~ . . 
It was notice«U · ' ·.: . . -. -

4TH Communication Zone is !ruk • 
Sni Communication Zone is Rabau:l. 

(Summary, 2J.0600, August, llo. 56) 
' . . . . . 

. · . 
.. 

Deciphered texts of ~spatches which ordered 

-.· ·-
: ,._l • 

. : _. , . 
. ·' ·. . . . ~ "' ·cruiser Division Seven, Destroyer Squad:-r_ons !hree · ·:_ 

' . . . . . . . . 
·\· - . ·. - -. - : · .-· ,.. 

. ·. 

. , ( · .. ·· .. ·.: : . ·: ·:. ~ ·. ,. 
··- . .. .. . 

. ... . 
• , '!: 

. '·· .. . 
••. • -.- - ,,. • 1 .... • • • • .'· . ·_ .a· .-.··_. ·.:_. · .. \· ·.· . ··.·:: ~ .. ·. : __ -: -: -... _-.-; --_: .. . - .. w . -·' . . -. . . . . . - !. • • - -.. -
. . . , . . '· ."':. .., . . ~-- ,.: .. . . . . ~ ~ 

t4 • .. •• • • · . .. . 

. . . . . ,. .. .. . . , .... '-. -- . . ·, 
~ -. . -. 

.. . ~1~ .· -.- -
. ·. 

- .. . , 1 • • ·. - •• • : _;. 

.. · ·-: -. ~ · .. 
. . -

'~ ., . 

';, 

., 
-~ 
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ORIGINAL . 
l December 1944 

AUGUS! 20• ~942 (Contilmed) ... , .... 

and Fifteen, and Destroyer Dirtsion Two into action 

with the Outer South Seas ~orce were now made ava~- ·. _ 

able a 

lfo. 82). 

FR01l: 
TO t 

INFO: 

#798 Aug. 13/13~ 
unidentU'ied 
unidentified 
unidentified 
unidentU'ied 
unidentified 
unidenti.fied 
unident·itied 

- - ~ - - - -. CRUDIV 7 . ~ 
DESRON 3 . • , DE::iDIV 15 .. - ~ : , and 
DESDIV 2 are detached !rom the 
EAST INDIES FORCE and attached to OUTER 
SOUTH SEAS FORCE. 

- - - -(cannot read remainder but 
apparently contains directive !or all or 
part of above to proceed PT. After arrival 
PT some or the DESDIYS are to be attached 
to • STRIKING FORCE•). · 
.(GZ 12547-IJPNAV 20~750-DI) 

It was declared: 

DESDIV 2 and DESDIV 15 are with CRUDIV 
· 7 enroute ·Truk. COMDESROH 3 appears at 

Palao. PT is Truk. · 
(Su:::unary1 201.400~ August. No. 23) 

No. 822 

FROJ.l: 
TO l 

(COMBDfED FLEET) 
(CRUISER ~IVH. 7) -

·' . " .. . 

·. '). · . 

•·•· .. -

' .. 0. 
• 7 . • 

619 
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ORIG!NAL 
l Deceaber 19+4 

AUGUST 20, 1942 (Continued) 

Jo. 82Z (Cont.) 

:m-i'O: 

DESRON 3) 
#10 BASE FORCE COMDR.) 
4TH AIR ATTACK FOR.) 

' Cot;dr. STR ~T) 
f 2ND .AIR ATTACK FORCE) 

~ "rokyo llaval. General. . 
Stat'!') . . _. . · . 

• __ •. CRUDIV 7 !·7) 1 DESRON 3 
_ _ _ . • ·, DESDIV 15 . . ~ and DESDIV 2 

are temporarily(?) attached to tba 
EAS"r .INbiES FORCE. (GZ #2551-QPUAT 20225Z
DI) . 

It was noted: , 

~his order was superseded on 13th b7 
one attaching them to the •oUTER• SOtr.m 
SEAS FORCE. 
(Summary, 2J.06001 AuguSt, Ho. 55) 

Urgent operational traffic by destroyers 1n 

the lrew Britain-Solomons area ~cated that they . 

were engaged in combat or reporting contacts wi~h . 

Allied rorees: · · . 
. .. : 

No. 823 

Urgent and most urgent traffic in
Tolvin~ CO~ESROH 2 1 DESDIV 4, Destroyer 

{apparently on some mission or her . 
own) and Fleet Commanders in New Britain
Solomons Area indicates combat oper~t1ons 

-. 

620 

.·· .: .-. -:~ .... 

.. ·J· . . ' . -

. . . . . . 

... _. 

. . · 



--- - - ·---. 

ORIGINAL 
~ December ~944 

AUGUST 20. 1942 (Continued) 

llo. 823 (Cont.) 

1n progress or many enemy contacts by these 
destroyer units dur~g Aug. 20. · 
(GT #711-0PNAV 20152Q-TI) 

· It was remarked: 

CO~ESRON 2 has been associated re
centl7 w1 th ca1l '. (Lunga?·~ Guadal
cana.l) which suggested action may be di
rected against Guadalcanal. Part of DESDIT 
4 appeared escorting IKKI DETACHUENT from 
Guam to Rabaul on Aug: Sth. ·is a 
destroyer of DESDIV l5 · ~bich recently came 
South to Rabaul Area from the Northern . · 
~e4. (sn~mary1 '201400 1 August, Xo. 21) 

!fhe SEOKAKU1 HIUK.A, HJ..YAT.b.K.A. and ZUIHO were 

engaged in tactical exercises ·with the target ship 

SETTSU. It was thought that these exercises were 

taking place in the Yokosuka area 1 but it was pointed 

out that this apparent activity might be an attempt 

at deception to cover an actual carrier ·movement to 
. 

the South Pacific_ Further contirmation of this 

belief was provided by a dispatch for the Commander . 

of Carrier Division Two which was routed to Palao 

from Truk: 

621 
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ORIGINAL 
1 December 1944 

AUGUST 20, 19,4.2 (Continued) 
·.· . . .. 

Io. 824 

CARDIT 2 association with SETTSU 
continues. 

YR01i: Sta:r:r Comm. O!'t'ieer 3RD J.~~ 
!0 & Com:n. Officer • C.1RDIV 2. 

SBOKAKO · 
SETTSU . 

INFO: ; (Comm.. O!t'icer. llni AIR 
GROUP) 

BIRORO JIR · 
GENZAN .AIR . 

·(Unidentified .Ur Unit) 

Association indicates SHOKAKU1 BITAKA
~TAKA, ZUIBD and SETTSU engaged ·exer
cises Empire Waters. (coa 14-200804-TI) 

It was pointed out: 

TI on Aug. 19th, indicated CO~CARDIV 
2, ZUIHO, HITAKJ. and HAYAT.AKA were seen 
on tactical. chamlel 7635 kcs which was used 
nth target ship SETTSU indicating tactical · 
and gunnery exercises probably in Yokosuka . . 
Area. (Summary, 2014001 'J.ugus~~ Io. 7) ·. 

No. 825 
. . 

CARDIV 2 ~lus carrier Plane 
Groups • . , ·and . again heard 
working on 5910 kcs. during late evening, 
HITAKA • . and HIYOU are be
lieved to be iilvolved in this activity, · 
since carriers have not been actively en
gaged in campaign for some time and are 
presumed to be fitted out and ready !or · 

.-

622 
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ORIGINAL 
l Decec.ber 1944 

AUGUST 20 a 1242 (Continued) 

Jo, 825 (Cont.) 

serTice, suggest current activity may be 
attempt at deception to cover actual ~ve
ment possibly · :to Southern Area as Commander 
1ST AIR FLEET 1s closely associated with 
current activity there. (BEL 2006lo-n) 

It Yas stated: 

;now identified by OPNAV as the 
carrier HAIATAKA. 
(Summary, 210600, ~ugust, !o. 11) 

lie. 826 

·. 

~raffic for CO~CARDIV 2 
routed to Palao - - · · . by Tokyo at 2045 1 
20 August, Uessage so routed was from 

· CINC 1ST AIR FLEET . ACTION CO:!C.l.R-
DIV 21 INFO. Chie!s_o! Sta;r, Yokosuka, 
Kure, Unid~ntified ~ and Unidenti-
fied __ 122); · 
(Gl' #'716-QPNAV 202218-TI) (~0 #2o-l) 

It was obsened: 

This is the first indication that 
CARDIV 2 has left the Empire. 
(S'll.!llm.ary, 210600 1 Aug·ust, llo. U) 

The CoDU:1ander. of Air Squadron Eleven was 

observed near Truk on this day, and evidence was 

obtained which proved that the Kisaratsu and Genzan 

Air Groups had received necessary plane reinforce-
. -

623 
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AUQUST 2Q. 1942 (Continue~) 

aents on ,1ugust Us 

. ": · .. . 

. -~ . .. . 1 . . .. - l 
Bo. 827 .. ..... : ... ~ . ji 

. -
.. ., · ... 

. . . 
. . . -__ ... 1 . . . 

. ': _.·: ... 
. . 

COK.URROB ll ·' in Truk Zone 
at 13.30, .lug. 20. - · - · ~ _ 
(GT #7lo-QPN~V 201445-TI) 
(Snmm.a17, 20:1-400~ J.ugu~t, lo. 18) 

No. 828 

. ; 

FRO:.t' 
TOt 
INFO: 

#919, 1720, August ll 
: ~C01.IDR · NORTHERN AIR FORCE) 
. CINC 11TH AIR FLEET) 

~-· NORTHERN AIR FORCE) 
. CO.r>R 6TH AIE ATTACA 

FORCE) 
,(Chief or Stat! CO}.{BINED 

FLEE!) 
.. ··-- (Chief' of' Staf.f 5TH FLEET) 

(COEIDR ~nl FLEET PATROL 
FORCE) . . · . 

: , ~Yokosuka Chief of Stat'!) 
~- ;_ Uniden ti:f1ed) 

Commander YOKOSUKA AIR 
.. Actj.~ity ?) 

: The trans!er to K!SARA.ZU (AIR) of ·. · .. 
. \ . . . - .l.ir Group) Bomber Detachment · 

(30* - planes) and GENZAN AIR GROUP Bomber 
Detachment (15 planes) has been completed.· · .' · ·· . 

•Transla tor• s Bote:·.·· .tpproxim.a tely. 
(GZ #2537 - OPN~V 200256 - DI) ·. 

. . ::· 
. .. : 

. . . 
It was commenteds 

.1 Detachment o.f GENZAN .UR GROUP -waa 

. . . .. 
.... .... · ... . .. · . .. 

.· 624 ·.· .. ... . . .. . ... , . . . 
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ORIGINAL 
~ Decamber ~9-4.4 

AijGUS~ 20~ 1942 (Continued) 

Jo, 82S (Cont..) 

noted b7 T.L as being at Xi:sarazu llr 
Station on 13 August. 
(S~ry, 200600~ August) ~o. 7) 

!he Co~der ot the !hird Air .Attack Force 

annotl:lced that he had moved to the Xisaratsu J.il" 

Station~ and an air base 1:n the vicinity ot b"uk re

ported that a ~lying boat had departed for Im1ej1 

in the liarshal.lsa 

llo. 829 

FROM: 
!0 ~ 

DlFO: 

#0912 10 .Aug/1610 
_ ' ~3RD AIR ATT1..CK FORCE) 

. Ci.nC 11TH AIR FLEET) 
; Tokyo Naval Yillister) 

Tokyo Naval General 
. Staff)~ 

.. I 

! 

- ... 
I 
t(STR FLEET PATROL FORCE) 
(All Shore Stations) 
? 

(#l AIR ATTACK FORCE) 
(EAST INDIES FORCE AIR 
FORCE) . . 

- . 
· (COMBINED FLEET Chief o~ 

Staff) . 
(1ST AIR FLEET) 
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ORIGINAL 
l December 194.4 

AUGUST 20 1 1942 (Continued) 

Jo, 829 (Cont.) 

Shit'ted nag to Kisarazu Air Station 
~ l~ 

*Although this code uses the same eode group 
tor the •Air Station• and the •~ir Group•, 
it appears that the •station" is ret'erred 
to here. . 

(GZ ~2539-0PHAV-200256-DI) 

It was indicated: 

By lS August Comdr ;3RD .AIR ATTACK 
FORCE appeared, by n, ·to be at Saipan or 
1'en1an. Believe call lis ob-
viously garbled, . , . --- • 
!he only we have is a sub un1 t 
in SUBRON 7 associated w1 th Chief o! Stat.r 
4TH FLEET on 30 J'uly. 
{S~ary, 2006001 A~~st, No. lS) 

No, 830 

. #209 Aug. lJ/0530 
. FROZU _ _ · (A.ir Base ·in Truk General 

.lrea) · 
TO I (14TH AIR CORPS) 
INFO a · .___ - . · (Sta.f:t' Comm. Officer llTH 

AIR FLT.) ... 
(Starr Comm. O!ficer 5TH 
AIR ATTACK FORCE) 

(Star.r Co~. Officer 4TH 
AIR ATTACK FORCE) . 

(Staff Co~. Officer 4!R 
FLEET) 

{Star£ Co~. Officer 4TH 
BASE FORCE, Trtlk) 

(Staf£ Co~. Officer 6TH 
BASE FORCE1 Jaluit) 

.. 

,. 

·. 

I 
i 
.; 
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.lUGUS'1' 20. 1942 ( Continu.ed) 

llo. 830 (Cont.) 

At 0800 one !lying boat departed !or 
PYI. (GZ 12549-:-0?HAV 20l74Q-DIJ 

It was mentioned% ·. 
PYI is Imiej1 {Karshall Islands). 

(Summary, 201.400~ .. 1ugust, No. 10) 

Flights ~tween the Karshall Islands and 

Rabaul. were very numerous judging !rom the number o~ 

enemy . dispatches concerning such operations~ 

Jo. 831 

FRO:!: 
#5021 0700, August ll 

(Sta!f Communication Offi
cer, 6TH AIR ATTACK FORCE) 

· (Unidentified) TO t 
IHFO: ; (CO~R J..TH AIR GROUP) 

One bomber, carrying a stat! otricer 
ot the XISARAZU AIR GROUP~ 1e!t for RR 
(Rabaul). (GZ #2535- DI; . 
(Summary, 200600 1 August, No. 39) . . 

No. 832 

FROM: _ - -~4TH AIR GROUP) 
:· Tainan AIR) · 

.• 

TO 1 -
INFO: -- : 5TH AIR J.TTACK FOP ... ) 

---- AIRROH 25) . · 

•At 1550 tYo --~planes le!t REE 

. . ~· . 
... 
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At!GUS! 20. 1942 (Continued) 

So, 832 (Cant.) 

tor RR.l.·• (GZ #2552-QPN.lV 202252-DI) 

It was noticedl 

RRE }las been· considered Trmakana:u.. 
BRA is unknown but belle'Yed to be 

near RabaUl. · 
{su:mnary ~ no6oo, August, llo. 53) 

lfo. 83) 

FROli: 
TOs 
DlFO: 

__ _) (Comdr~ l.J:TR AIR CORPS?) 
. ( _ ... •) ( , Trllk Air) · 

__ __ - _- _-_ ~ .. l (llTH AIR FLT., Cots) 
(5TH AIR ATTACK FOR. 
Starr Co~. O£f1cer5 

- · ( Comcir. Yokob.a.l::a .A.IR 
GROUP) 

·(.4-TH AIR ATTACK l'OR. 
Starr Comm. Officer$ 

. To Cotteander Rabaul Detachment ot 14TH 
AIR GROUP. . . 

At 0700 (about) on 15th depart PYI 

~
Imiej1) tor RR (Rabaul) - - - .-. 
GZ 12553-0PNAV 202252-DI) · 
Summar'7i no6oo, August, J'o. 54) · 

Readquerters tor a seaplane force assigned 

to the Solomons appeared to be located on Guadal-

· canal. Part of the Carrier Plane Group which 

had been prominent 1n radio traffic for some t~, 

628 
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ORIGINAL j ~ Dece.1aber 194 

AUGUST 20, 1942 (Continued) 

was now at ~inian en route to Rabaul.. Both the Com

mander or tb.e Tak.aa J.ir Group and the Starr Com.muni

cat~on or£1eer or ~ Squadron !wenty-thr~e appeared 

to be at Eendari: . 

No. 834 

lio. 835 

•SOLO~OHS SEAP~ FORCE 
CO:.c.u.NDERi addressed by Rabaul Base . i 

~ 1n£o Chief or Starr 8TH FLEET at 
1850~ Aug. 20. (GT #7lo-QPNAV 201445-TI) 
(Summary, 201400, August~ Ho. 29) 

.Solomon SEAPLANE FORCE 
appears to _be Under jurisdiction o! KIYO-
K.A"i-:Js.. lU.RU _ ____ ;with headquarters 
possibly at _ . '. (:t.unga?). COtroESROH 2 

- is associated with this activity 
further- suggesting presence of units DESROB 
2 1n general Ticinity Guadalcana1. 
(BEL 200626-!I) 

It was declaredt 

The XIIOKAWA !.URU has apparently been· 
in the Raba\ll area since the 28th of J'une. 
DESROB 2 was reported at ~ruk 18 August 
_but now believed opera ti.ng 1n the Solomons 
Area. (Summary, 210600, August, No. Sl} 

No. 836 

Co~der o! EXPEDITIONARY F~GHTER 
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J . ORIGINAL 
I . 
I l December 1944 

AUGUST 20, 1942 (Continued) 

~o. 836 (Cant.) 

PLJ.BE GEOUP is shown by I address 
to be at !enian, This DET.ACiuiENT belie Ted 
to be a part or CARRIER PL.AlfE GROUP ~ i 

___ ,. ~bich has been at Xi sara tsu and. is now 
apparently enroute to Soutber.n Area. The 
Commander with part o! /remains at 
fisara tsu. · (BEL 200751-TI) ·· 

It was noted: 

• !I has indicated that PLANE GROUP 
would go to Rabaul at the earliest 

opportunity. (Summary I. 210600, August, 
lo. 34) . · . 

lio. 837 

!ra!f1c routing and associations in
dicate Coiilm.2.Ilder T.AK.AO AIR GROUP . I 
and Stai1' Communication Officer AIRRON · 23 · 
· · at Kendari ~; · 
(BEL 200718-TI) 

'It was remarked: 

. . - · i (OPNAY 1dent1r1Cat1on 0 2ND AIR 
ATTACK FORCE) is believed based ill the · 
llalay/l;Er Area. (Sum!llary, 210600, August~ 
lfo. SS) · 

The usual enemy contact reports were noticed 

on' ~b.is .day 1 and warning was sent by a liaru or the 

presence or an J..llled submarillet 

630 
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AUGUST 20 1 1942 . (Continued) 
.. .. _ ...... ·· 
. -, 

... ... 

P:tane · _ '.:-eported sighting l 
. cruiser bearing 92b distance ~60 miles . 
· ~rom Base (possibl7 Rabaul), course ~80~ 

speed 16. · ~his message was originated at · 
05~5/19 ( ~ugust and ~assed ~o CINC COHBIHED 

- . , , COflStmFOR . . I, Comdr. llTB 
An FLEE! - ·· · -• :_, ~okyo Operations See- ' 
tion (li!YORE and SOUTHEFl:l FORCE - ) ) 
at 2215/19 ~ugust. (BEL 200626-!I) 

"It was J>ointed out: 

Both Washington and COK 14 believed 
this despatch was originated in the Solomana 
.Area. · (summarr, 210600 1 ~ugust~ Bo. 50) . . 

\• .. ........ ,. 
• ., .I 

.·.. • . .. ~·. . . ... 
.. . ·-
. -

- - - ~ - • 0 

.·_ .. · 
-':. ·:· . 

.: ~ .. . J 

~ .. .. .. . . . . · . . : . 
- .. .. . . 

. -: ; -· . i 

·. . 
. . .. · 

. ... · . . .. 

-. 

. .. ·.·. 
- ' · .. . 

: .... . · ... 
llo. 839 

:(tentatively 1dent1t'ied as 
Xie t a) r eports plane contact at 0941, 20th. 
(COll J.4 200806-TI) . _. .. 

It was stated1 
. . 

·' :.. : ."", 

• • • l . .~ 

;... :;.. ., : · 
~ - . 

_ ~ also originated an apparent 
: ' - -~---. -_:·.': . . - ~- ---. ~-- . 

~~ane eontact ·at 0941, Aug. 19th. 
. lSummary, 201.400, ~ugust• llo. 28) .:-

. · .· 

.. .... . . . 
.. • 0. • • .. .· · .. • .. ~ . :· . 
. / .• .. ·· :.:~ ·. . ... . .. .. .. ;· . . , . 

lfo. 840 
· ·. .. .. . .:· . . ·. . 

. · . 

t • (, ..:· ~ - t ... ~- - :. 

8TH FLEET J.rea rela ti ve1y · quiet. -- .. · , -=_ · _-,_ :. · 

Chief activity being two planes and one · · : · . : '. ::· : --~--- 
. submarine contact reports latter by 1.1ARU · . · - '· -.. · .. ,· 
at posit ion 31-33 liortb, 123-03 East, at •· · ··' ., ·_ ;· .·. 

· Ol50t 20th. (COU 14-200806-TI) · ·. . · ':. ··· . . ,. _: 
(Summary, 201400~ .August, lfo .. 30) - . . _: -. -~ · . _: .. -. · 

. . . . . . .. ->~.. . ·. ·. _.:· ;; . ._:"_ < ~ . ~ .-: ·. . 
.· .. . .. . ':. 

. . : < -·. _.- · .. t?3.i .- . · . 

. . . 
... , .. .. .. . , .. • • • f 

.. . 0. ·. :· .. .. . 

- ~ - . -~- .· <: .\. :.~. · .. . .. 
. . . . . 

- ------ ------ -- --
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ORIGINAL 
l December ~944 

AUGUST 20. 1942 (Continued) 

On .lugust l.21 an unidentUied authori 't7 ha~ 

tttreeted the Commander or Cruiser Division 5.1% to 

send a member of his sta.rr to Rabaul at once. this 
. -

was a reflection~ perhaps, or the recent actiVity c! 

the J'ap.;mese in the Solomons region wllich bad been 
st~ated by the invasion or the Solomons. 

Other indications o! 3apanese interest 1n the 

:· Solomons were seen 1n the det&chment or the Yokob.ama 

15 Special Landing 7orce !rom the Inner South Seas 

7orce tor duty with the Outer South Seas Force. 

SeTeral Karus were ordered to duty with this sama 

-organization. All ot this indicated that reinforce

ments were being rushed to this area: 

·. 
No. 841 

FRO~: 
TO a 

. #272, 1530, August 12 
. .. . (Unidentified) 

( COYCRUDIV 6) 

Send a member of your staff to RR 
(Rabaul) at once. (GZ #2534 - DI) 
(Summary, 200600, August, No. 40) 

No. 842 

. ·• -: . 

·. 

#708 Aug. 7/l910 
unknown originator 

f .. .. 

.-.. 
• ''I • • I '" 

; 0 • 

.-sa: . .e --- .• 5!£&6# &&SEE.& a 
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ORIGINAL 
l December 194.4 

AUGUST 20.: 1942 (Continued) . . 

lio. sg (Cont.) 

' ~;: =i~ . 
-·- · l MARU-K.IN.U) 

----:, SASE:OO #5 SPECI.AL LAliDilfG 
. FORCE) 

(liTH llR FLEET) 
(Tokyo Nav. Gen. Starr) 

INFO: 

.. : . . 

·FROji: • - - - - - .YOKOSUKA lf5 
SPECliL LANDING FORCE and \ '-Knill 
lURU?) are detached from •nniER• SOUTH SEAS 
FORCE and attached to •OU'l'ER• SOUTH SEAS 
FORCE. (GZ #2545-0PNAV 201745-D!) 

It was obserTed: 

On Aug. 16th, KINAI llARU was in Saipan 
Area and appeared to be enroute Rabaul. 
(S~ry# 201400, August, Eo. 31) 

Ho. 81:.3. 

FROM: 
!'0: 
INFO: 

·· #242 · Aug. 13/0820 
: ~Comdr. SOU!'HEBN EXP. FORCE) 
\ ~unidentii'ied~ ' unident'i!ied . 
: unidentified · 
: -Comdr. 8TH BASE FORCE, 
P~baul) . . 

FROY: CDfC 8TH FLEET (al~eady. passed to 
8TH FT~T). Reference •OUTER" SOUTH SEAS 
FORCE Serials #15, /139, and #40. T.AMAHOKU 
lLARU and (x08259 - ship?) proceed to RR in 
accordance with 12 ESCORT FORCE SERIAL 
I . (GZ #2544-0PNLV 201740-DI) 
(S~ry, 201400, August., No • .3 2) . 
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O.RIG!NJn, 
l Dece:nber 1944 

AUGUST 20. 1942 (Continue~) 

A deciphered enemr dispatch corroborated 

tra.!':f'ic analysis which had shown that the Xighty

fourth Guard Force was at !ulagi. The locationsor 

Yarious Japanese units were as follow$& the Com

manding Officer o! the Sixth lir AttaCk 7orce was at 

!1n1an; an anti-aircraft detacrunent of the Saipan 

i6 Base Force was at Kendari; the Communication 0!!1-

cer of the Eighth Base Force was aboard the iiKXAI 

MARU near Rabaul, and several Uarus were en route 

!roriJ. the !ietherlands-Eas_t Indies and E!npire to 'l'ruk. 

One Ya~ was bo~d for the Empire from !ruk1 and i t 

was believed that the Co~anding Officer of the KAKO 

was aboard it: 

Ho, 844 

FRO!!: 
TO z 

INFO: 

#030, 0230, 3uly 26 
(COMDR 84TH GU.A.F.D FORCE) 
(COMDR #8 BASE FORCE at 
Rabaul) · 

(COYDR YOKOHAMA AIR GROUP) 

Will arrive- RXI tomorrow. 
(GZ #2538 - ·DI) I 

T.I. had indicated ~ 
It was commented: 

RXI is Guadalcanal... 

634 i 
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AUGUST 20, 1942 (Continued) 

l!o. 844 (co.nt•) 

on 29 J"uly and .4 . J.ugust that 84TH GllARD 
FORCE was in !ulagi J.rita. 
(Summary~ 200600~ August~ Xo. 51) 

.Ko. 8.45-

:. 

. - . - .. . . 

·- -···. - ,.!ddress lioted: 

· 8-17-42: Commanding Officer 6TH AIR 
.lTUCK FORCE at Tenian. (GW !am~O 8/20/ 42) 
(Su::u:lary, 2106001 J.ugust, lfo. 36) 

llo. 8~6 

- ·•ANTI-AIRCfUFT DETACEMENT• 
{or Saipan #6 EASE FORCE . shown at 
Kendari ·~ 20 August. 
(GT #7l3~0PNAV 201712-TI) 
(Summary, 210600, ~ugust, Xo. 52) 

Jlo. 847 

Tra~~ic routing -and associations in
dicate Co~unication O~ticer BASE FORCE 

~ in liiKX.AI lURU· · · _, plus !U.RU 
, and z:tan-oi'-wa.r - · ot. 1ST 

AIR FLEET in Rabaul Area. (BEL. 200718-TI) 

It was indicated: 

' is identi~ied by OPNAV as •Com
mander HIKKAI UARU in 8TH BkSE FORCEa, 

' is an air-tender of the llTH AIR · 
FLEET and by .August believed enroute 

. . . . ~ .. 

.· . . . -. 
··. 

, . 

, : : . 

•,· 
. . ··: .· 
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OF.IGThAL \ 
·, l December 1944 

AUGUST 20, 1942 (Contin~d) 

No, 847 (Cont .. ) 

Kisaratsu to Rabaul area escorted by DDs 
i and · !, 

No. 848 

wo. 849 

(suimary~ 210600 1 August, No. 57) 

J.uxilla.ry · ·1 appears to be en-
route from Ambon -to Truk Area vi~ Kakassar 
and Palao. (BEL 200718-TI) 

210600, August, lo. 39) 

FRO!.L: (llaru) 

· •Arrived Truk 1200, 19 August.• 
(coa 14-202102-DI) 

It was mentioned~ 

!his llaru made a communication zone 
shift fro~ Rabaul to Truk at 16001 17· 
August. (swun.arr, 2.10600, August, No. 41) 

No. 850 

Traffic routing and associations in-
dicate lUB.U . . from Empire to Truk 
Area • . {BEL 200718-TI) 
(Sum:azy 1 2106001 August, No. 44) 

No. 851 

Trafflc routing and associations in-
dicate YAP~ · .possibly departed 
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ORIGihJ.L 
1 December 1944 

AUGUST 20, 1942 (Continued) 

Io, 85J. (Cont.) 

Xure tor J'alui t .Area. (BEL 2007J.8-TI) 
(S~ry, 2l0600, ~ugust, Jo. 45) 

No. 852 

KARU • • i is bound tor Empire Ti& · 
Sa.ipan, Ch1ch1jima1 Yokosuka and Kure Com- . 
mun~cation Forces from despatch at 1256/20 
August. Apparently north of, or leaving, 
!ruk at that tillle. 
(GT #713-0PNAV 201712-!I) 

It was noticedJ · · 

This is the WARU be11eTed to have the 
Commanding Officer of the ~0 aboard. 
BELCONND reported 1 t in Saipan area 19 
J.ugust. It is scheduled to arrive 1n Japan 
24 August. (Summary, 210600, .August , 
No. 21) 

A convoy was in Truk, and so was the K.AGU 

MARU, which had come from the Dutch East Indies to 

Join the Second Fleet: 

J!o. 853 

: .· 

! • 

KAMOI called by Xwajalein. 
(COM 14-200808-TI) 

It was declared: 

KAMOI appeared to have arrived in 

8!St&i2!2 ) J&_GE _ P?XW LL 

------------- --- --- - - - - - -
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AUGUST 20, 1942 (Contin~ed) 

No, 853 (Cont.) 

. !ruk from Yarsha~ Islands on A~~ust 20th. 
(S~ary, 210600, August, No. 34J . 

!lo, 854 

JU.GU KARU ; sho-wn in car·e ~ 
!ruk . . · at 22oo;'" Aug. 20., 
(GT #71Z-QPNAV 201815-TI) 

It was notedz 

This is first iudication of the arrival 
of KAGU MARU at !ruk. · She has been enroute 
!rom Dutch East Indies to join 2ND F'LEE·T.
(Swm:ary, 201400, August~ l'io. 19) 

It was t hought that a special l~ding force 

nas aboard the KTI1AI l!ARU at Truk on 1 t s r.ay to 

Rabaulz 

No. 855 

Traffic routing and ~ssociaticrns in-
- die a. te KIN.U 1.1ARU w1 th SPECIAL 

-. LJJ~DTI~G FORCE i a board in Truk 
Axea1 .tzitRU __ · coim~SDIV . 27 . · : , 
Destroyers I and ,, KkGU 
l.iARU and Chief of Staff liTH AIR 
FLEET in Truk Area. 
(BEL 200718-TI) 

It v:as remarked: 

Associations o! the KIN£! ~f.U sugte~t 
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AUGUST 20, 19L2 (Continued) 

Ilo; 855 (Cont.·) 

it may be enroute to Raba1ll. 
Unidentit'ied _ _ iand COMDESDIV 27 

appear to be enroute Karsh&Lls Are~ 
Fro~ DI the KAGU UARU was to arrive 

at Truk on 2l .August. . 
fi on 17 August indicated Commander 

ll1'H .AIR FLEET in Rabaul .lrea. 
(Sucmary, 210600~ AUgust, -~o. 38) 

the RAURJ.KI1 a captured liew Zea.l.and ship~ 

announced that it was leaving Singapore !or ~okohama 

J' 
i . , 

-' · 

:. • ;, 0 · . : 

. . 

. • . . .· 

on .lugust 15, with twenty~~ive British prisoners on ' 

board: 

No . 856 : 

FRO:!: 
TO: 

#006 Aug. 13/1000 
, unidentified) 

Takao Rdo.) 
- Yokosuka Rdo.) 

·- -- - \ Saigon) 
Sasebo) 

INFO: .. - . .: COW3 • . FLEET) 

Captured ship HJ..mv.KI will maintain 
follo~g schedule in communicating with 
Chier Naval Stations: 

#11 Communication Force: From .August 15th, 
1000 

!akao Communication Force: From August 
21st, 1200 

Sasebo Communication Force: From August 

...... 

. ·. 
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AUGUST 20, 1942 (Continued) · 

. ..... ..·· 
, . . . .• • 

}fo. 856 (Cont.) 

24th, 1.200 
Iokosuka Communication Force: From 

August- 28th, 1200 
Scheduled to arrive Yokohama on the 30th. 
Frequency: 3100 
Code to be used: SC (This ships call 

sign: ) . -
(GZ #2546-0PBAV 201745-DI) 

It was pointed out: 

BAURAKI was 7,113 _ton, 450 foot, New 
Zealand o~ned diesel ship. She arr1v~d 
Singapore 09301 August )rd. _ 
(Sucmary, 201.400, August, ?io. 34) 

:No. 857 

.·. 

. . • . . 
- . . 

~09 · Aug. 15/ 1000 
FROY: Unicientified) 

Tokyo Bu.Hil.Affairs) 
· - -- - ·- ___ .!. - Yokosuka Comdt.) 

_ . __ _ _ _ ___ . ' Unit in DESDIV S) 
INFO: : SUBROli 8) : 

- ~-- - · i Tokyo Yove~Report Sect.) 
: Co!S StmFORCE) 

-- .. 1URUS s~:zoving SUBRON 8) 

The captured ship HAURi-..KI leaving 
Singapore for Yokohama at 1100 1 nith 25 
British nationals (ere~: 23, passengers: 
2) on board.. (GZ f£2543-0PNAV 201740-DI) 

It was stated: 

See above Item. 
{~ary, ~014001 August, No. 35) 

. .. · . 

·-. . . 

. -. ... , ..... 

'· 
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·~ 

Some ilidication ~ the .heaTY ·sea tra.!'!ic : ·.- "'· 

passing between. the bpti-e and the South Pac1:!1c ·..,as · · ~ · · 

~en 1n the transmissions !rom Saipan to seventeen · .. . ·. .~: .- ' 

Jo. 858 

• 0 .. . 

Saipan ·. called J. 7 shi:es, in-
cluding 13 MARUS and 4 Yen-0~-War {probably 
escort vessels at one time during evenin~ 
in dell vering a. general message . _ 

11ndicates considerable concentra.tion 
o£ shipping Saipan area as vessels normall7 
pass through Saipan Communication Zone 
when enroute to or !rom Empire. 
(BEL 20071B-TI) (Summary, 210600, August~ 
lie. 42} 

No. 859 

Traffic rout~ and _associ ations in-

. • • . 0. 
dicate 1URU and at . 

. Saipan- . (BEL :2oo7iS-!ri) - · · : ·• . · .- p - •• - • 

(Summary, 2106001 August, !o. 43) - · .-· · .,, : 

. . .... . 

0 • ~ ~ 

· . 

He. 860 
.. . 

. -
. -

1 
.,:· 

.. . .1u~· .. 20/1300 .;,: ... 
. ' \liiARU 1n S TH ·{or · · ·· FROth 
:· . Saipan BASE FOR.)) · . . 

11Departi.Ilg Palao on· 2l A·u.:,eoust, 
ing at Saipan according to schedule 
August.• (COY 14-230204-DI) 
(Summary~ 230600., August, Ho. 51) -

" . : · 

arriT- .. . 
27 :--

.· . 

• • • • • : • , . "'I . •• ( 
.. :~ . . · ~. ···~-- -· .· 

• • .. . - . 0 

.. ., . .. . . 
.. 0 • .• • 

. " . . · .. ..· · - .. . . 
. .. , • .- • • : 0 .· ·--- :· ... · 

.. . .... · . . 

.- ' , .. · . .. 
.. ~' . -. 

... -:-

. .. • .. ~.= •. . 

·.:_ . ., 
. · . 

. :. . . 

. • ' . 

.. 
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AUGUST 20, 1942 (Continued) 

!wo ll&rus were observed at Palao, and anothe%' 

Karu connected with the 7irst ~ir 7leet seemed to be 

en route !rom ~ure to Truk. in unidentiried unit, 

possibly also a ~aru, announced to the Eleventh Air 

Fleet that it was leaving Saipan for C~chi~imat 

No. 861 

1ST AIR FLEET 1URU addressed 
despatch at 1452/19 August for action 
Chie! of Staf! 1ST AIR FLEET _ • ~ 
Info: SEOK.AKU and ~ure address 
. · ;. Other associations indicate 
this .iURU to be enroute from ~ure to !ruk. 
(BEL 200626-TI) . 
(Sum.m.ary, 210600 1 August, Bo. 1.4) 

No. 862 

Traffic ~outing and as so cia tions in- · 
dicate lAARUS i and · · · at 
Pal~o. (BEL 200718-TI) 
(Smnmc:ry1 210600 1 August, No. 40) 

Nc. 86:3 

. FRO:U: 
'1'0 z 
INFO: 

1548 25 July/0700 
unidentified) 

. . . 11TH .AIR FLEE'!') 
' DESDIV 34) 

1lARU in llTR ~IR FLEET) 
Yokosuka Radio) 

--- BASE FORCE i7 at Chicbi
jima) 

642 . 
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AUGUS~ 20 a ·~942 (Continued) . 
,• 

--
.· .. 

-. . . · .. . _. · .. :. · . .... 

Jo. 863 (Cont.) 

- Departed PS for BlU. 
(GZ #2536-DI) 

.. . . ~ 
It was observedl 

PS and ll'.rU. are identified as ~aipan _ . 
and Chiehijima respectively.' 
(Summary~ 2006001 August, lo. ~6) 

.· 

!he Co=mander o! 3apanese Submarine Forces 

was en route !rom Yokosuka to 3a.lu1 t. whence 1 t was 

expected that he would ~n ter the Solomon Is~ands. 

!'he Commander of Submarine Squadron Three 1 who had 

been thought to be 1n charge o! enemy submarines in 

the Uarshalls and t he t erritory bounde d by Australia 

and the SoloQons, appeared to be preparing for a 

departure to the Empire. It appeared that the Com

mander or Submarine Forces would take over the re-

sponsibi~ity or repelling the Allied invasion insofar 

as submarine warfare was concerned: 

·' No. 864 

c~~SUBFOR traffic -continues to origi
nate !rom Yokosuka, although evidence at 

.. 
· 643 
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. 1 Dece!llber ~94,4. . . 

AUGUST 20. 1942 (Continued) 

Jo, 86.4. (Cont.) 

hand to show 7lagahip at sea. ~ movement 
report origillated by CO::ISUBFOR under blank 
origin !urther indication this commander 
llllderway, but still iD _'Iok.osuka. WBters. 
(COY 14-200802-TI) . · 
(Summary, 20llt00~ August~ ~o. ·36) 

J:o. 86' 

!rU"!ie routing indicates COlLSOBl'tlR 
enroute trom Yokosuka to Jalui t. CO.tlSUBDIV 
· ! in SUBROH l operating J'aluit Com-

munication Zone. (COll J..4-202004-TI) 

It was co~tedz 

COUSUBDIV ! lett :!ure about lS 
~~st. (Summary, 210600~ ~ugust, No. 65) 

Bo. 866 

... 

7ra!!ic ana1ys1s suggests COMSUBROB 3 
now 1n Truk Zone will shortly proceed 
Empire. (CO~ 14-202004-TI) . 

It was incil.cated: 

COllSUBROB 3 was reported as in charge 
o! submarines in llarshall, Rabaul~ .Austral
ian Area. COM l4 reported TI indicated . 
COMSUBRON 1 would relieve COllSUBRON 3 in 
this theatre~ however, note COM 14's report 
or CO~SUBFOR no" enroute to .Ta.J.ui t. 
(Summary~ 2106001 -August, No. 67) 
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AUGUST 20, 1944 (Continued) 

J. subdi 'Y'ision o~ submarine Squadron O~e was 

· moving towards J'al.uit, and several urgent ~spatc.hes 

wen issuad to ,Submarine Squadron Si% by Raba~ 

No.· 867 

RabaUl transcitted ~everal. most urgent 
despatches to SUBRON 6 _ - · : at about 
noon Aug. 20. Wo other addressees. Trans
missions to SUBROH 6 was by Rabaul and al.so 
by 7okyo broadcast. (GT 1711-QPNAV 20152o
n) (Summary, 201400, :J.ugust, llo. :33) 

No. 868 

· SUBDIY •in SUBRON 1 in J'aluit 
z"one and a~parently enroute that place on ~ 
Aug. 19. {GT #712-0PNAV 201615-TI) . . 
(Sumoary, 201400, August, Bo. l.2) . 

A deciphered ene~ dispatch stated that an 

lllied submarine ha.d attacked a lilaru in J'uly, ' but 
. . . .. . 

despite the ~act that . the message h£d announced its 

sinking, trat!ie analysis disclosed the presence o! 

this ship as late as August 9: . 

No. 869 

FR011l: 

. -- .· 

.: .. 

.. 
: . ': ... 

2350, J'uly 27. . .. 
(Maru associated with · .. · 

SUBBON 5) .. - .. ~~-
. ... . 

·. 
' .. : ; : 
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. AUGUS'r 20, 1942 {Continued) 

TO I ~COllSUBROB 5) 
. Kamranh Bay Detachment) 

_ __ ____ ~ , Tokyo llavy llinister) 
___ . Tokyo IiaTal General. 

· Stat'~) · ·- . · 
__ -~ ~--- '. (Cine S)OtmlEFJi E:XPEDITION.ARY 

- ~ ~ 
· _ ______ ·1 (Cine 3rd F'LEET) 

.A.t 1541 in Lat. 1.2~ 11., J,ong. ll.lCHA
E.~ was attacked by submarine. J.m sinking. 

~anslator's Note: About. 
(GZ #2540 - OPHAV 200130 - DI) 

It was mentioned: 

appeared later as an addressee 
in a · message froa CinC EAST INDIES FORCE 
on 3 August and as an originator on 9 
August to various !okyo addressees, infor.:a
tion of a SUBDIV o! SUBRON 5. 
(~ry~ 2006001 August, Bo. 54) 

. . 
A message wit~ some ~portant addressees ~a 

.. 

-· -. .. 

.. ·, 

interpreted to bee dispatch concerned with opera- . · · 

· ·: tions of a task !orce in home waters: 

. . .. 
No. 870 

.A.t 1.220, 19 August, Communicat~on · · · . 
Officer Saeki Air Station ·ad-
dressed Co=munication Officers of the .. 

' ' . 

. ... .. .. . ,. : 

, . .. ~ ... ..... . . : : '. ·_.· . . 
·: . . . 

• i... • •• ·~ .. .. .. 
' . . -· . ) 

·.- : . · .. : 

. ' 

. ' • 
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0 . - .. 0 •• • 

..... .. # :-,. ~ • • • • ... . . .._.,. . .· 
Jo. 870- (Cont•) 

~ol.loYing !or action: 

KIRISHI!iA 
HIEI - ,. 

SHOKJKU - ...... . ~. 

ffi~- . ·.: .- .----~~·=· ·] 
TONE - _ __ _ _ ) 
CH.IKtnU . 
For ~orMation to Stat! O!!icer1 
79, or: 
CRUDIT S .... 
DESRO!i 10 - - - .. CARDIV l 
Unidenti.fied ~ - ·--

l 

sut:ru 

Unless this message is pure deception, 
its subject is communications between all 
addressees and Saeki Air Station :for some 
particular operation within home ~aters. 
{GT # 715 - O?NAV ~02~-TI) 

It was noticed: 

!he action addressees seem to be a .· - . 
~ASK ~RCE~ · !ir.st not1ced .about 11 ~ugust.
On 1.3 August. ~ey Yere all addressees or 
a despatch !rom unidentified MOOI. Loca
tion :for any projected operations has not 
been indica ted. . · ,.· 
(Sum:ar,r, -210600, ~ugust, No • . lS) 

. . . : .-'_). ·. ·'· 
• . ... • ~ :._ . ; • f. ~ -

: - .. ~ .. 400-~ -:~· •• 
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- \.. . . 
l" .. 0 ! 

·. 

. .. : .. 
~- . .. 

. · - : ' '.: .. 
. .. .. . - .• · .. 
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.An estimate o! the disposition · o·f the J'apanese·~!~- : >"·. 
• • , ,a , 

Fleet on August 18 1 1942 was now made available with. "-'· _·. · _ . 
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ORIGINAL 
1 December 1944 

AUGUST 20, 1942 (Cont1Jmed) · 

comments or United. States lla'Ya.l. Communication ~..: 

te~gence appendadt 

lfo. 87l 

.. 
. -. . .. 

Estimated dispo~itions Japanese Fleet 
18 August. 

Home Waterst 
- ~Battleships except possibly FUSO. 
;apanese Airerart Carriers~ RYUjQ~ 

SHOK.AK01 ZUIKAKU, ZUIHO and HOSRO and con
verted merchant ship carriers: ~YO, 
HITJ\li (HIYO), BI!TA, 'IA.WARA and XASUGA 
YARU. Some of these may move southwards 
shortly. 

.Tapanese Cruiserss ~YA, A!AGO, TONE, 
CHIKIDU., KASHilatA, .TINTU, ABOKUMA. 

Seaplane Carrier: FUJIKA~A YARU. 
;apanese Seaplane carrier CHIYODA enrout e to 
East Indies. ~arts o! 1ST, 2ND and 4TH 
Destroyer Squadrons possibly 7TH DESTROYER 
SQUADRON and FLOTILLAS attached to Aircraft 
Carriers. Part or 8TH S~XNE S~UADROB 
and possibly 1ST S~ S~UADRON. 
~apanese Batt1eship . FUSO believed to be on 
passage to Solomon Island. Bo evidence that 
any other heavy ships are 1n company. 
(COISEF ll37Z/20) · : ·; ·- . 

It was declared: 
-· 

· J'UNYO is now called HAY.AT.AKA. • 
.- On 13 August TI indicated !UYA would 

go to CINC 8TH FLEET. 
On 2l August Truk delivered tra!fic to 

·AT.AGO. . 
On 21 August Truk delivered traffic to 

.CHIX.UuLA., . . ~'. 
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AUGUST 20, 191.2 (Continued) 

. "':. 

Jio. 871 (Cont.) 

On 2l August TI indicated KASHIYA was 
enroute from ~apan to Truk. 

The J'INTSU has been reported as oper- · 
atillg in the Rabaul Area. . 

the ABUK'U1i.A was believed in Omina to- · 
Kuriles Area as late as ll August. 

!he FUJIKAWA is expected to go to the 
llarsballs soon • 

. The CHIYODA is be~ieved at ~ruk August 
19. 

SUBRON l is believed en~oute to the 
So~omons Area. 
(Su:nma171 220600~ Augus~, lio. 1.4) 

llo. 872 

Positions of Japanese Cruiser TAKAO, 
8TH JAP DESRON, ~lD, 4TH, 6TH1 9TH and 
lOTH SUBRONS are unknown. 

1apanese Cruisers: EAGUR0 1 MYO~ 
believed in Home waters or enroute to 
Solo~on Islands Area. (COISEF 1137Z/20) 

It was note<U· . 

CINCPAC reported the TAAAO in Home 
Waters 21 Aug. 

DES RON 8 1 s unknolm. 
SUBRON 2 left Yokosuka 20 August. 

On 21 August COM 14 reported SUBRON 2 · was 
addressee in GuadalcAnal · · reports 
which may indicate the destination. 

SUBRON 4 has been unplaced and un- . 
noticed since June 16 when it was in the 
Central Pacific. · 

SUBRON 6 has been reportedly oper
ating 1n the Solomons Area. 

.. .. .. .. . :· . 
.. . . -. 

. . · . ., • • \ • 0 

... . 

' •. 

,· . . 

f .... , 

:._· :. t 

,. . . . .::..: . 
.. ..: . . 
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AUGUST 20a 1942 (Continusd) 

Jo. 872. (Cont.) 

lio. 873 

SUEROlf 9 and 10 are unknom. 
B.AGURO and !l!OKO were reported by 

CINCPAC in Carolines 21 August. 
(Summary, 220600, .lugust, lio. 2) 

Estimated dispositions Japanese Fleet 
18 August: 

Malaya and East Indies Area: 

Japanese C~sersa ASHIGARA, NA!ORI~ 
ISUZO, SENDAI, KASHII. 

Japanese Seaplane Carriers: KAGU 
JUBU, NOTORO. 

Parts of 2l:iD, 3RD and 4TH DESTROYER 
SQUADRONS, 5TH DESTROYER SQUADRONS. 

Parts o! 3RD, 8TH and possibly 7TH 
SUB~E S~UADRONS. 

Japanese Cruisers AOBA or FURUTAKA, . 
KAKO and KINUGASA possibly in company with 
Japanese Cruisers SOUI.A a.nd KIDUNO. All 
believed on passage· rrom East Indies to 
So~o~on Xs~ands ~ea. (COISEF 1137Z/20) 

It was rem.arkedl 
. . 

Cruiser SOUYA is unknown but may 
possibly be the SUZUI of CRUDIV 7 now b~ 
lieved undergoing repairs in the Empire. 
(S~ary, 220600, August, No. 44) . · 

No. 874 

·.··. 

Estimated dispositions Japanese Fleet 
18 August: 

: 
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AUGUSI 20. 1942 (Continued) 

llo. S74 (Cont.} : 

Hew Guinea-solomon Islands Aree: 

Japanese Cruisers CHOKAI, !ENRYU, 
TATS UTA.. 

Seaplane Carriers KAMOI 1 KENJO YARU 
and possibly 1\Ai.liKAWA li.ARU. 

Possibly 7TH DESTROYER SRUADRON. 
(COIS-EASTERN FORCES ll37Z/20) 

It was pointed out: 

A1l these units are· placed in this 
area with the exception· of DESRON 7 which 
1 s unknown. 
(Summary, 220600, .August, Iio. 45) 

No. 875 

Estimated dispositions Japanese Fleet 
18 August: 

Mandated Area: 
Part of 6TH Destroyer Squadron. 
5TH Submarine Squadron, part of 3F~ 

SUB S~UADRON and possibly ·1ST SUB SQUADRON. 
(COISEF 1137Z/20) (S~ry, 220600, -
.August, No .. 30) 

No. 876 

Tanker SAU in Truk vicinity. 
(COM 14 200808-TI) (Summary, 210600, 
Aug·ust, No- 37) 

.-.: -6 51 
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- AUGUST 20. 1.9A2 (Cont~u.ed) . . 

~he Summary issued by the 7leet :tn~elligenca 

, orricer o~ the united States Pac~ic Fleet on ~ugust 

. ! .: ~ 

,.. .. _ . ' 

... · ·, ~ ... -. 
..::. -:.: .. .: .. : 
-~ ... · ; .. ~-
. .: . ...... . . . . .. - -
-~ -:.. ~ . 20 stateci that: ' . : .... :...:. : 

Jio. 877 

GENERAL 

From general appearances and aTail..able 
inj'orma tion al.l carriers remain ill Empire 
waters. There has been nothing definite 

. to indicate that any battleships have .lert . 
!or Southern waters. HoTever, a slight 
possibility still .remains that Cardiv One 
could have departed. At this t~oe it ap
pears most likely that Orange is confused 
and does not wish to risk his carriers 
unt il t he situztion is either cleared up 
or cleaned up using shore-based air and 
the lighter units combined with land forces 

· which he has already sent South. 
It appears that Crudiv Eight and one 

ship o! Cru.OiT l'our .are the only available 
cruisers remaining in the Empire. :. 

_;. · - . '"" ~ ... - ·... -·· .. . 
.... .. • JO: 

·~, . .. --- . 
. .. ... : .--.."'-= :~· 

.... . 

; . 

. - .. ~ ....... . . ': . 
: .. . . . . .. 

.. .. 

. · 

·· §UB?ll.RnES 
... 

J. t least two divisions o! Subron One . 
are nearing the Bismark area. The majorit7 
o! units of Subron Three appear to be in 
the ~ruk · area headed Nortb. . ' 

. 
\ The Trair1c Intelligence Summary issued by the .( 

Combat Intelligence Unit, Fourteenth Naval Dis~rict 

on August 201 1942 stat~d in part: 
. .... 

_652 
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_·-__ : .- · AUGUST 20. 1942 (C~tinuad) 
. .. 

-:.·· 
. . ·-.~ , · .. .-; ~ .. < .. :·::· -~~.:. 

. ! .! · . . ' . ''.. 
· . ... ~- .. ': :. : ... : ....... -~~-- _·· 

- · .. 

. · 

·-

0 • • •• ~ • • • • •• • •• • .. . · - .. . 

-.. . ~ ~- :-:~·~_:.:;;~-
.. . .. 

s . .;: ~. ~'!:~ -: . 
Jo radio trace. of the pres.ence or i.m- ~- . - . 

pending arrival or BBs RARU:NA and KONGO 1 . .. · ·, ·. . · · .. · :.- ~- . 

mentioned by Washington as possibly in . _ · .. ' · .. · .· ~~ - ~ . 
Truk area, has been seen; nor h2. s a:rJ.Y ert- ·.· -~. · .· ·· -~ ·.:.-.:·· : 
dence or carrier movements to the southeast · , · ·.-.
been uncovered. ... . . : ': ·. ·. :~ ·; .- ~· ·:_· 

. ~ inc:-eased activity 1n supply ve~ -:· .. -. . < ·_ . · · · 
sels, including tankers and llth llr Fleet · .. · · ·-
vessels, submarines plus the steady stream ·· 
or air reinforcements and troops~ ~orecasts 
continued and ampli!ied operations in the 

.... southeast, regardless or whether carriers · 
·are sent. Orange proba·bly t'igures that 
land-based planes will suffice for air pro
~ection of surt'ace units without risking 
carriers until the t'Ull. extent (and a:rea.s) 

. of the J.l.U.ed opera t1ons are liD.covered. .. .. 
{Page 1 and 2, 1'! Summary, llorning 20 · : · 

. August 1942) · · : · .. . . 

llo. 879 
. .. 

-· --~ -~ statement by Washington that Ca;-diT _··.·:.·· ·. '_·:. . , 
2 was in Palao area could. not be con!'.irmed · . .. ·.· ·. . . .. ·: -:· 

.. - : .·here a.s no tratt:1c was ··seen. · No. ·bearings -: ·: ... _ :-'· -~~.- :~ > : ~ .:. 
on Card1v 2 have been obtained since the · .· · .. - :. _. 

: .. - ·. 
last summary hence · no c!:leck available !rom.· _ . 
that source. ·. Since bearings last night · '· . _ .. _. · ·· 
placed Cardiv 2 in the Yokosuka area, .they . ·' .. ' · 
c~ot be !ar from there at this time. . ~ ·. 
(Page 1, TI Summary, Evening 20 August · .. · . . 
1942) · • • • '. ' • • ' • .: , r ,.-.-· • • • . 

••• • • • •• ' • • :_ •• - .. ""'· • • 1- • " · •• • • . , ._ · , •• • •• : ... =· . , .. - . .. .. . .... .. 

The BUlletin. i~sued by the Commande.r 1.0.. ·clU.ef · ... · .. • . · 

ot the Paci!ic-Fleet for August 20, 

· ~ 

. ~ . . 
' . . ' • ' .. . 

. ·: · . . . .:. ,, . 
. ' .. :· ... .. . .._ .. 

, o •• 0 ~ • 

•. · ~. r . " . . . • ' . 

·' • \ • ,o 0 . ... .:·. ... • • 

. ' • • : 1 

... • 1i ~ • • • 
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.. ·.: .. 
1942 read ·~s · ·.· -·.:. >· ~ . .-. ·, . .. 

. . . ... . .· . . . . . . .. 
. . . . . .. . . - .... . .. . .... . . 

. . :-· . . · .· .:..' •,, __ ., .. :. . . : ... ,.-:· ... s 53.' -, ; 
. .. . -. _... ·. .. . . ~ : .... ... . ' . . - . \ ,; .. 
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FRO~b Cincpac 
TO : · Comsowespac 

200~35, August 1942 

A1l Sea!ron Coms 
· · A1l Taskforcoz:.s Pac .. .:• .. .. .. . ' . -~ 

Cominch · · 

liCR 8483 :J Bulletin lfo. 157 

Io change in est~ted carrier loea~ 
tions. CHITOSE at Yokosuka Bay move south .. 
shortly. One Desdiv o! Desron Two indicated · .
in Ki.ska area. KA!.iOI believed .in vicinity 
Rabaul. -Change HIKAWA YARU so desi~ted 
1n Bulletin 154 to NITCBO lURU (llYJ • 

·comdesron 3 at Palao. Units o! Desdiv 4 
and 17 in Solomons ··area rl th 3 units o! 
Crudiv Six. CrudiT Seven consisting o! .2 
CAs approaching Rabaul. ' 

' . , ... . 
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A J'apanese ·report concerning the first battle . _ ; 1 
• • " • ..: ~ I • • ! 

ot the Solol:lOn Islands. campai~ 'WaS made avaUable at_: · ·.·- ~· _.·1 
0 • • • •• • • • • • ... ~ i 

this til::1e. !he resuJ.ts, as stated, were· exaggerated ·; 
. . . - . 'l 

and appeared to be designed for propaganda purposes. · : · · · 

:- ., ·' . 

]!o, 8Sl. 
\: . . 

.. . .:. . 

- . . .. ... 

.. _ 

•, . 

' . 

... 

.. ·· ~ 

. ,. 
. . . 

. I , .. . -'. • : 
.. . .. .. . ~ 

. · FROK: 
. TO s 

Tokyo 
Ist2Ulbul 
Lisbon · 
Santiago 
Stockholm 

·.• 

.. ---- ·, 

The results of the Soiomons Eat~le 
are as fo~owst . 

{ll On August 7 1 oUT Air Forces . and 
. Ground Defenses shot down 49 Fighters, 

and 9 scout bombers, We also sank 3 
destroyers and badly d~ged an other. 

. (2) On .AuguSt, 8th, as the resuJ.t of _ 
air attack s , :we sank l .Astoria type crui

. s er, l Wichit a t ype cruiser, .2 light 
. cruisers, a nd 10 transports. .we badl.y : . . . 

damaged a heavy cruiser, and a transport. . .· .' .. ·: · . : :· 
. · . (3) On the night of the 8th , we sank ·· .' .. · : · - · · '.' 
. · l Australia .type British heavy cl"'\rl.ser, L .. :.·. >· ·. :: · . 

. unidentified heavy cruiser 1 4 Astoria type ·- ~ . . "· . 
cruisers, l Omaha or Astoria type cruiser, ·· 
and 6 destroyers. _We ~adly damaged 2 des-

, troyers. · · · , ·.- ·· ~ ·. . . · 
· . (4) On · the 9th, our aircraft sank l. 

Achilles type cruiser. . .· · · . · 
. (5) This ship sank 1 destroyer, and · : 

3 submarines, . · ... · . . 
(6) Our losses are 21 aircraft des-1 

troyed, and 2 cruisers, ~hich is an ex- . 1 

. tremely light loss. · · \ ... 
·. (GZ#2558-0PNAV-212152-Pia1n Language In- } . .. .. 
· · tercept) . · . . - .. · ~ · . ··· · · 

. .. ·· (Summary, 2.20600 1 August,· No. 3) . . . 
655 . . , · .. 
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The Japanese were engaged in radio deception 
.. .,. 

.. • : • : J 

-r 
·-.._ 

.. .. 

·. 

_ , 

.... ..... 

. . 
not on).y Al.lled obserTers but also some or their own 

· operators. EoweTer, the attempt was too noticeable 

to fully aehieTe its purpose. 

No. 882 

What appears to be attempted radio 
deception by deliberately abnormal traf
fic routing was noted repeatedly today. 
Outbound traffic, normally routed through 
Saipan or Truk1 has been coming out of 
JalUit which appears to. confuse Orange 
operators themselves. Some despatches 
have .been returned to original transmit
ting station for 'delivery to certain ad
dressees. ObTious confusion of Orange 
operators coupled with lack of certain 
recovery or -some }.faj or Command calls, ha.s 
made enemy deception partially effectiTe. 

_ (COM-l.4-_2l0712-TI) ·. . _ .. · · 

·. 

.. - . . ... (Sill:u:la.ry,,- 2ll.400
1 

August; · No. · 18') ·. · · · ..... , .. · -
·. ~ - .·. :-· ... -.. -- - :. ~ .. - . . .. "; -· . ·.· .; . .. --· ·- .; - .. .:. ._~ . . -:--:-- .. -·. .. ·.,.. - ..,.._ -:- - ·· 

. . . 
. . . . . . . . :Azlother interesting feature of Japanese radio 

traffic at this time ~as - the widespread ' adoption·or 

•. 
· stri~ter security measures. The Japanese had made 

. steady progress along these tines after publici-ty··_ 

leaks_ concerning ·th~ Battle of 1!idway had di~ged 

the success of American experts ·in reading Japanese 

. . ·. traffic:_. · · 
. , 

•• 0 • ., > • • 656 .· 
:' ... . . . · . . . ..... ~ ... ~ 

.. . · . .. ~-. :.- . . :' . ' . , . . 
o ' I o 

• l •• • •• • • . ·-~ . ~ 

. . . .. : .,. ·:.. . . . ' . · .... .. · 
- .!, •• 

.. . .. · .. · •• •• 0 
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... :-.. · .... -· .. · ... ,. 

. · .·. .. 
• .. 0 :- ....... 

.. ' · . l!o, 883 

. i :. - : 

. . . . . . 
... 

. _~_ ...... .; 
. ,· r. ·. · - · 

Tightening of Jap Communie~tian 
Security eTidenced by increasing num

0 . .... .., ; ____ .; ...... , 

-~- .. ..: 
' · ... ,.._ . . :_-. 

ber o~ orig:inators who use exactly the · , 
same calls 1.n :nultiple part messages ... ·', · · :.··;~: . 
instead o'£ compromising alternates . as ~·· · ~ . _: . ..,.: · . .,. : .~ ;· 
in the past. · · · . · ·: . · . · . · · · · · ··P· , ·1 
(GTI723-0PNAV-2J.~74'-TI) . · . . - 5 ;. · . ( :. ·• -.. :· · . ·_\·~ ! 

• • : . • • • • • 1, ·:~ .. : ··: : . ... . : .. ·.: • • • 0 t , . 
It ;ras notedt ·.' ·. -.. :' ·. . .. 

Reference to greater communication 
security by Japs was made · ~n RI Summary . · 
2:1.0600/Q August, 1 tem l, page 2. · ·· · 
{Summary, 211.400 1 Augus-;, No, 3) . 

At 0117, 21st, in partia~ readable 
enciphered service message, Tokyo warned 
Truk to be care.ful. in the use or call · ... · 
signs on frequency ; (unrecovered) • · . . · 
(BEL-210902-TI) . · ·· 
(Summary, 220600 1 August, No •. 33) ·. . . · 

.. 
' ' .. . · 

. .. 

. 
. . ·. 

.. ... ;, .:· -. . •. ~ .. ::..:=...-: ... ~;::- :---:- ": .-- ~ .... _ .:;;. __ •• .• . -~£· :;;·, .. -:~: ~-· .. :......:: . . .. '-: .. -· • .... __ ...... ":"-. :.. l - ~. ,· . .... 

··. · ·· . · · · .. · . ·. · The "identilication of .one ca:U: sign definitel-7 · .. . - · 

. - :- .~.-- :. ~:~~~-~sh~d:· s:n~~e~ ~~-11 ~~-~ -~s a· ~e~-1~~~; -~~·r. · th~ · . : - ~~: .:· 
. . 

Southern Force. 
••• 0 • 0 - ~ 

• • • 0 • • 

. ' . 
·, ~ 

• •• • • 1. •• 

0 • •• : . • 

0 · :. · • 0 

_ (Inside) was used ... -~ --~ ... 
. . : . . ·- ., ... . ...,: . in conjunction ~i th call . . -. 

. '· 
• . . 

• # • · . , ": .. ... 

= . . ~ · : · {SOUTHEF.N FORCE) to differentJ.ate be- . 
. ; .. : ::; .· . . tween ~Outside" .SOUTHERN FOP.CE . . . 

· · · : · in ser1:al 550 • . from Radio Intelligence, · 
.. : · ·: : ~: . :··: :· . ~okio . ) also confirms .: as :··. · 

· . : · SOUTHERB FORCE • , .. · . :. . . . . . <~~ .. > ·:· ..... · . .- .· ... ·. · -- ~~~~;;:~~2~6o, A~gust> N~ · •. 46·) . ··. · 
: 0 o"'., · , 

.. .. ·, ·· .: 
' . 

: .. 
· .. 657 . 
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AUGUST 21. 1942 (Continued) 

- !he Commander and S~t o! the Eighth Fleet 

were a.t sea 1n the Ti;cinity or Rabaul, and its starr 
Com!nun1cat1on Ofrlcer was aboard the CHOKA!. Since 

no~~ had been heard !rca this fleet since ·August 19, 

it ·.~·as thought probab1e that current operations were 
- -

being :asked bY radio s~ence. ~eTeral dispatches from 

a concealed originator, possibly the Commander ~n Chief 

of' the Eighth Fleet, indicated that 2 task !'orce r:as -

baing formed 1n Palao ·!or use 1n the Ra.baul area. It 

see!:led certain that the Commander in Chic! of the Eighth 

Fleet ~ould be in charge o!' the operations or this or

ganization. 

No. SS6 

~- · -· · 
-

From traffic routing Command and 
Starr sm--FLEET are-' at -sea- ·in P.abaul 
Dellven Zone.:. . . _ - - -
(COM-14-210758-TI) 

It was indicated: 

TI on August 20 indicated CinC 
and Chief of Sta:ff 8TH FLEET at sea, 
evidenced by transmission or traffic 
by Rabaul to both. · _ · 
(Summary, 211400 1 August, No. 34) 

.. 

· . . 
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No. 887 

Laek ~r transmission from 8TH 
FLSET may 1.nclieate radio silence • . 
(COH -1.4-2~0802-TI) 

It ;;as commented: · . 

. On August 19 TI indicated Chief 
or Staff llTH AIE FLEET and Chief or 
Staff probable 8TH FLEET jointly orig
inated a long 3-part despatch. . 
(Summary, 211400) August, No. 35) 

No, 888 . ·: 

No . 882 

Rout1.ng and associations indicate 
8TH FLEET Staff Communication Officer 

shown in CHOKAI 
(BEL-.2i0902-TI) . 
(Summary, 220600,_ August, No . 62) 

. , . 

. . 
~OM: Conceued Originator· . 
~0 : ___ . ·-- -- Unidentified at Palao) 

· __::: - - l" Y ... ARU} . · · · · · · 
__ CinC 8TH FLEET) 

· CinC 4TH FLEET) 
- Cine 11TH AIE FLEET) 

INFO: COJ.IDESRON .3) 
Navy General Staff 

Another: 
. 

·. 

. . 
.·. 

FRO!!: 
TO : {Unkno-:m Command) · · · ' · 

(Air Group aboard UARU ) 

-. 

.· . 

..:. ·. 

: 

. . · 659 .. .. . 

' . 
. · . . 
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AUGUST 21, 1942 (Continued) 

lfo. S89 (cont.) 

TO : . MARO) · 
------~ COMCRUDIV l.S) . 
.. -·- . \ CO~ESRON 3) 

:rnro: ' Chief or Sta.rr COMBINED) 
\ Chief or start' 2ND FLEET) 

---.- .-.. ! Ch:ier or Starr 11TH An 
- - - -- - -- FLEET) 

8TH BASE FORCE for Starr ?.!ember Kami 

These despatches indicate formation 
of a Task Force in Palao apparently des
tined for Ra baul Area. DESROll 3 and CBU
DIV 18 are already there. 
(COY.-L4-210718 & 2l0758~TI) 

It nls remarked: · 

TI On 20 August indica ted DD __ . ' of 
DESRON 3 and MAP.U _ :associat&d and 
both at Palao at 1010. 

DI on August. 8 in a message for 
Yokosuka Comdt to . 1 A1r Group stated 
(unidentified Air Group ?) ordered to pro
ceed Rabaul). Meaning not clear but be
lieTed to mean w:Ul.. be under CinC 8TH FLEET •. 
(Stmmm17j··-z!:l400, August, · No. 17) 

··:: .. .. -·-. 

No. 890 

·... .. ... 

Concealed originator believed CinC 
8TH FLEET addressed a despatch at 1254/20 
August for action to Commander BASE FORCE 
_ . ~ ~p · . i at Palao · · .'1 

Destroyer j of DESRON:; at Palao, 
COMCRODIV 18 - . .. . ' end COl.IDESRON 3 
· .J; In~o: Chief of s tafr CO?!BINED 
~EET . , Chief of Staff 2ND FLtET 

'and· Chief of Staff llTE AIR FLEET 

1: •• ' •• • 

..· - . . , . 

. .. ·-·. """---~-- ... -....... =ztt ~:zs:a 

660 
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i 
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}fo. 890 (cont.) 

·. 

~ ..: __ 2·1 plus · .:___ _ .. '1 Starr O:!'.ficer 
KAMI indicated as possibly bein£ Chief 
of Starr 81'!1 BASE FORCE _ ;• · Des-
troyer ----=- . ; and possibiy DESDiv - . - -~ ) 
apparentl7 acting as escort for convoy" 
which is enroute Palau to Ra bauJ.. DD - _ --~ ~ 
originated Movement Report and Report o!. . :- I . 

Co~cation Zone shift at 0800/19 August 
which indicates that vessel proceeding 
directly !'rom Palau to Rabaul.. .Association 
or Chief or starr 17TH }_mcr at Rabaul nth 
Starr Communication Officer DESRON 3 Sho~ 
at Palau suggests that convoy may contain 
troop transports. Inclusion of COYCRDDIV 
18 ~ connection this activity suggest 
that Co~nd responsible for &scort duties 
over at least a portion of the route. 
(BEL-210818-TI) . ' 

It -::-as observed: 

has been re~orted as an }JR 
GROUP. The MARU 1 was at .Ambon 10 
August. Other despatches concerning this 
FORCE appeared as Item 17, page 7, F~ 
Snm~au _ 21.1400.-Augu.st-_ .!he. des:pa.t.ches .· .. · · · 
·seem to indicate the .formation o~ a TA~ 
FOltCE at Palao. apparently destined for · 
RabaUl ft~ea. · 

· CP.UDIV 18 -is believed 1n Palao. 
(Sucmary, 2206001 August, No, 52) 

. . .. 
The eneey radio station at Guadalcana1 was 

trans!ni tting ·many dispatches of an urgent nature to the 

Commander in Chief of the Eighth Fleet as '\-~ell a.s the 

Comcander o! the Eighth Base Force. Further dissemi -.. 
o o I 1 000 

:.· 

. ;. ' . . . 
• 

. ··. 
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AUGUST 21, 1942 (Cont!Dued) 
....... ··- *: ... ·' . .;·, ... 

·.· .. ·. -' . 
nation or these dispatches to all "la~ger 'co~de~. ~- - ·- .. ~ - - -

... • • • ·• • . . r • . • 

in the. Empire· brought the eonvietion that . th~~e- irer~ _: '.; :~ 

reports of operations ~ the region ot Guadalcanal. 

Ho. 891 
' . 

Guadalcanal . ~ } despatches 
to CinC 8TH FLEET and 8TH BASE FORCE 
are being classified Urgent andre- · 
transmitted to Chiefs of Starr COM
BIN!D, 21fD, 4TH. 1ST AIR FLEETS and 
SUEFOBCE, General Staff 1 and Command
ers DESF.ON and SUBBON 2. Th&se prob
ably reports or operations 1n that 
Area. · · 
(COM-14-210802-TI) 
(Summary, 211.400 1 Augu.st, No • .42) 

No, 892 

: .. ·. ·" -: .· . 
.., . ' .. : ... . 

·.= ·- ·. - . 

·- . . . · 
··--.. 

: ·- · - . 

. : : . . : ...... 
. .. . .. . . 

: .:: . 

·· .. · : . 
.... 

. .. .: 

... . : 

. .. -., 

.. ··. 

· Guadalcanal 'originated 
approximately 20 despatches o! high- · -
est precedence to Commander 8TH BASE )' · -

. ~c~.. AlL_thes~ &.1Ten _great~st _. di.s~.. : _._ ____ ' _ ·· ,_ .. 
· sem!nation- to ·t!ajor -commanders and - ~-:-__ ·.·.- :: .. _.- :·-. · ·. 

· '.: "the.~. Emp1.re .-- .-. 'frllk-=·Radi.c:>··re-addressed--·. · -·· ·.-. '.'· · · · ·· .. ; --. · ~ --. --· 
all these to KAGOU OPERA- . ~- .. .... 
TIONS' FORCE. . . .. . ,· · ·.;.· ' .· . · -

~~~~=1-~~~~~;) A~~st, -_·No. 49) - ~ . ·-· · .-~ : . ./ .- - ~ -~-- - ,. 

No, 893 

·.· 

· Lunga (Guadalcanal) . _, 
appeared today 1n Operational type 
traffic associated vii th RABAUI. BASE . 

.. . .· . . . 
.. · . 

. . . . .. 
~ . . .. . ' . 

: ··· · 

.. . 

.. .. 

- . ; :-. . .:. ·. .... . .. . . . 
..... ..... ··: .. ·. ·. . : .· . 

-·. . .. .. ... .. ' .... , 

. .• • • #. 
• , .. 

. -
,_. : - . . 

.. . . 
~ . . . '\ . .. , . .. ... . . •. . · .... 
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Ro, 893 (cont.) 
.. .. -',-' ".. . . . \ . . . . . . 

FOPCE · .. :.:::. ... · _ _ :C9MAnmalf 2' . --· - . - ) 
~d ~U .. . ~ CINC 8TH FLP.T 
. . \ an~ XIY~KAWA UARU, Seaplane 

Unit . .; one despatch was passed 
to Operations Section NaTal General 
Sta!'f and Chiet' o:t Stat! CO!mnrED _ 

· . ·_} , Chief o:r Si:a:f! 2ND . ~- __ . .:.. J, 
Chief of Sta:t! 4!R \and Chie.f' 
of Staf.! 1ST .AIR FLEET- ,.-- !pJ.U3 
Chief o:f SUBFOR • ~l. . 
(BEL-2107 40-TI) .. .. --

It was obserred: 

.The call · } tentat1Tely 
identified as an Air Station at Guadal
eanal has been originating Operationa~ 
type codes since ~6 August. . 
lSummary1 2206001 August, Wo. 50) 

Several dispatches were thought to deal with 

the fueling of units of the Second neet in the Truk-

. . 
.· . ·. 

( . :' .~ 

I 
~ • I 

... I 

.·. .i . . . . .. , 

. ~.ea.. .. bsoc:i.e.ti ons-::~tl:l: othe:r addressees. .led . . . . ·. 
. · .. 

to tfte::.belier·that--Crai:ser: ·Dirtsions 'Five and "SeTen · - '. ··~ - , .. · 

and Destroyer Squadr~on Two and Four were present 1n 

southern waters. The Commander 1n Chief o! the Second 

Fleet apparently was aboard the cruiser ATAGO. 

]fo, 894 

At 1500-1700, 21 August Truk 
called .DESDIV_ in DESRON 4 and 
ATAGO \ to deliver several 
messages of tYPe usually devoted to 
D/F bearings. Indicates addressees 663 

. , . . 

'- . 
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AUGUST 21, 1942 (Cont~ed) 

·Jfo, 894 (cont.) 

are not 1n port at Truk, and i!" CinC 
2ND is on board ATAGO, .this Force may 
be underway Southward. 
(GT-#722-QPNAV-211745-TI) 

It was pointed out: 
-. 

. :_ ·, 

. . -

.: 

BEL on 16 Augwst stated Truk · 
Radio l':as in commmi.cation w1 th CinC 
2ND on 9270 kcs during eve1Ung of 16th. 
!rarric for ATAGO · • ialso deliv-. 
ered on this frequency by Truk fUrther 
indieat~g ATAGO as flagship o! 2ND 
FtrET, and previously BEL quoted head- _ 
1ngs to substantiate this be~e~. 
(S'lll!mlary, 211.400~ August, No. 22) 

, . . . 

No. 895 

Chief or starr CRUD IV 4(?) · .. 
appeared once as addressee in intelligence 
despatch emanatin~ from Southern .~ea. 

. · .. 

- . -. - --- --· . . -
CP.tTDIVS S _ .• ': and 7 _· _ _ _ . '1 plus -
~.SJ)CRS -~ - - · :allC.._J.,:=-.-... ----~~~lm---·- - - -o. =--- : 

• r- ... -·. - - -- • 

Ft"ci::r ·a~r~ady associated withs~uthern -~- - - · _:·_ . 
.Area-,-..'Wh::1eh7 ·to-gether rl tl:t CRODIV-~~ ~ -: -_. -~- _._:.- -. : \ 
prises almost entire 2ND FLEET, -·- • 
(BEL-2l080Q-TI) - ·- . - · . _. 

It was declared: 

was identified as the cruiser 
~AKAO~ Ho~ever, before that t~e it was 
thought to be CP.UDIV 4. Use -of the Chief 
of St~ff Suffix with this call indicates 
that the earlier identification may haTe 
been correct. - _ 
(Summa~1 2206001 ·August, No. 53) 

. 
' 

664 

: 
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' ·, . 

lfo. 896 ··· . . : 
Concealed originator belieTed to · 

be CINC 2ND FLEST at 1700/20 August 
addressed des~atch to CO~ESDIVS 2 
. . ; and iS_ - _ ), In!'oa CINCS 

CO!ieiBED __ . ___ ~--4TH _ _,_- __ ·_ I and 
8TH _ .· .:FL~TS, Cqmdrs. lST · 
, _ .. and UTH A.D.

1 
__ . _.J FLEET~, 

CO~CRODIVS S ...... r--and 7 -~' 
COMDESRON lt · \ CO!LURRON ll 
• __ ., -~ TEaK . BASE FORCE - : ), 
Naval General Start Operations Section 
.• ~\ an~ tankers (?) · _1 , ~ 
and ·• This apparently concerns 
fueling of 2ND FLEET Units in ·Truk- · 
Rnbaul Areas and ·suggests that CRUDIV 5 
and DESRON 4 also present in Southern 
waters. · 
(BEL-210827-TI) 

It v:as stated: 

DESDIVS 2 an d 15 ~ere bel1eTed en
route to New Br1 t ain Area with CRUDIV 7. 
CRUDIV 7 ~s report ed 1n Ne~ Britain 
area about 21 .!urus t. , . · · · · 
_;_~.--~--... ~--a:: ~- -=--....;:~ are- bell.eved to . be.~·. 
tankers whiJ.e -- 'is uni.dentif'ied . · . _: 
fcall-ed a eru:iser· at times but· this is be- .,. 
11eved in error). · - ·~ . . · · · 

CRUDIV ~ and DESRON 4 have been closely 
associated with Rabaul traf!ie and believed 
in that area. 

· (Summary, 230600 1 August, No. 27) _' 

. .. . . • .. 
•. 

.. . -.. . . : ... . 
.:.. . ...... 

' '· .. · · 

·. 

. . : 

. . . 
I ~ .'• 

Uany 'enecy ·dispatches intercepted ·since Au~. a .· .·: . 
referred to a KAGO or KAGOU Operations Force. Close · ... 

. ·~ . 
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AUqqsT 12, 1942 (Continued) 

obserTation ot the routing o! tra~t1c addressed. to 

Tarious high J'apanese operational authorities 1n. the 

South. Pacific brought to llght the .f'aet th.at the Kago 

Operations Force was not a specific task .f'oree; pre-

j 

1 

. . .. - . 
sumabl)r· it ":fas a title which referred to aJ.l J'apanese -

. . 
!orees operating '1n the South.. ~aci!ic. 

· No. 897 

In connection w1 th . i "K.AGO. 
OPEF.ATIONS FORCE" 1 t is no.ted tha. t traffic 
specifically aderessed to Chiefs of Starr 
o! the COMBnmD~ 2ND, 4TH, 8TH, 1ST AIR, 
11th AIR, and SUB FORCE is still rel~yed to 
K.AG\:1 OPLRA.TIONS FORCE. Al.so 1 tt.is Force 
has never appeared w1 th any _ _ ·"Com-
mander" or •Cine". It appears likely that 
the KAGO OPERATIONS FORCE" is not a specific 
Task Force but refers to any or all Forces 

· operating 1n the South Pacific. ~ 
(GTr?718-QPNAV-2ll645-TI) . .. · . . • . 

. - -

"· ... . 

_:·-. ~ .... · .• ·;~:!_~~~~~=~iOD;i~:~~,, ~' ~-.:~. ~~ ~~ ~---~-··. , .. ~ · .. ·~ 
. . ·· . This is clarification or the nature 

.: ... ·or the "KAGO~ or "KAGOU" OPERATIONS FORCE 
· . which · first appeared in traffic on August · . · 

. . 8th as an €nc1phered address. · 
(Summary, 2J.l40~ 1 August1 No • .33) 

. : : . . . 
Wo. 898 

.. . . 
' : . -;. .. . . 

. . . . . ~ . . · .. 

- . 
· .steady flow of Operational Code traf-

fic ori~inated by · (Guadalcanal or 
near by) throughout afternoon and night of 
21 August was addre~sed to CINC 6TH FLEET 

. ... .,. 

' - · ... ~ . 

..· 

. ~ . 

656.· 
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l'fo, 898 (eont.) 

-. . . 

.. . ...... 

......... . ' :. 

and Rabaul BASE~ In most cases these 
messages were relayed to CO~INED, 1ST 
AIR, 2ND, SUB, and 4TH FLEET COM!.!ANDS, 
COUDESRON 2, CONCP.UDIV 6, OUTER SOUTH . 
SF..AS COMllANDEP.S, or just •KAGO" OPERA- .. 
TIONS FOPCE, which lends some strength 
to the supposition that KAGO OPEP~T!ONS 
FORCE includes all Units in Southern 
Area. . - . . 

~ .. . . . (GT#726-0PNAV-21184,-TI) . . 
(Summary, 2206001 August, No. 48) .. . .. . 

' · . . . 
The composition o! two major enemy task !orces 

were deduced from the following dispatches cma~t~ 

!rom the Personnel Bureau at Tokyo. Despite the fact 

that t."le KONGO and the HARUNA were part o! one t.?.sk 

force, there was no sign ~r their P!esence in the 

southern area. Furthermor~, it ~as pointed out that 
. .";". ·. 

Tery llttle was kno'i'lD. of their activities since 

J.ugust 10, t:hen the first si·gns o-r this orgalrl.za tion 

became eTident. . .... 

The nagship of the Fourth Fleet, the KASHIM.A, 

was en route to Truk from the Empire on this day. 

Though raC.io traffic in the Fourt.."l Fleet area "\-;as heaTY 1 

Tery little operational intelligence ~as cerived • 

.• .· 

. · . . , 
• .J . . . . : . ·~ •. 

··- . . . . 
. .. . • ... • 
• ' I ' .' , • 

.. .. ,. 

- . 
667 . . . 
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Jfo. 899 

Tokyo Personnel Despatches of . 
ll August outlined two Tery signii'icant 
looking groups that appeared to repre
sent major TASK FORCES 1 .2."''D :FLEET GROUP; 
~RONA __ ... • , ~NGO · - . .~ , ~OKO 

j , RAG~O _ ) 1 Y.AY.A?. ___ )~ 
lf.P.KAO? I DESDIVS . 1 .. ·· ~- 1 

. I I •• 

and DD or CL ·• La te.st obserTa-
tions on this group follow: KONGO since 
24 July associated with Marshalls Islands 
Co1e1ands. F'..ARU1lA addressed by .ASRIGARA 

. recently. .A1l late entries on CRUDIVS 4 
·and S indicate all Tassels 1n this line
\lP now in Truk .Area. COMDESDIV . . i 
in saoe category as CO~ESRON 3 - went to 
Singapore Area but returned to Mandates 
Tia ~akassar and Davao. 

Observations here do not confirm 
presence in Mandate or Rabaul area or ~ 
lST AIR·FLEET Units 2t present • .All avail
able data indicates 1ST AIR FLEET very 
much interested in PAbaul Area. CINC 2ND 
FLEET who is most important Fleet Commander 
in Truk-Rabaul Area keeps CINC or STAF? lst. 
AIR FLEET advised all despatches relative 
operations in this area. LAtest report of 
this group is SAEKI JJR Radio Of~icer's 
despatch to following: Action RIYEI, 
KIRISRIYA, SHOK.AKU, ZUIKAKO, ~AGAR. TONE 
and CHlldia; I .nfo: CRUDIV 8 
DESRON 10 . ~ CARDIV )1 1 
and CAF~IV-1 ~ · I (Radio Officers" or 
all above were ~ddressed). • · . · 

COUDESDIV seen associated with 
4TH and 8TH FLEETS. Cruiser AD or DD 
loosely associated with 5TH FL~ET FORCES. 
CINC 2ND FL~ET reported in Truk Area ~nd mAy· 

·. 

be in Rabaul general area fro::t one indication. ·~· ' 
Collective infor~ation places this entire 

• I . 

.. \ . 

... .. 

· . . . . . . 

... . 

. . 668 . ·:: 
• . . '• 

- ~·· .... 

: 

. 
- I 

.· . I 
.'· . I 
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No. 899 (cont.) 

group with exception in Truk 
Ares with indications that operations. 
1D Rabaul Area are in order. 

Other Group: 1ST AIR FLSET GROUP: 
HIYEI XIF..ISHn!A I • ~-
SHOVJCq ·- ·· - .- •• ~'), ~ : ·: ~ 
RYUJO -- - · ·-l . HOSHO · ' TONE 
. . - • CHIKOMA "), KtP.!ANO ~ \ 

0 

0 

~ SUZDYA . - ----, . Latest observa-
tion ot t~s Group points to its being 
in ~~p1ra Area r.ith exception of CRU-
DIV 7. 0 

(C0~-14-212018-212024-212032-TI) 

It -.vas noticed: 

Headings of the despatches indica
ted were in Item 9, Page 5, RI Summary 
120600 August and Item 15, Page 5 RI 
S~ary 210600 August. The sec ond, or 
ca rrier-group, was in t he heading of 

(Unidentif i ed but believed associa
t ed with either Truk or Saigon) in Item 
19, Page 6, RI ·summary, 131400 August. 
(S~ary, 220600, August, No. 1) 

no. 900 

Nothing yet seen here to indicate 
presence of BATDIV 3 Units in Southern 
Area. 
(C0~-14-210826-TI) 

0 • 

It ~s noted: 

KONGO and EJ~rnA were associated by 
TI with 21TD FLEET Chief of Staff on 10 
August ~~en organization of a Task Force 

669 
· .... 

00 

.. . 
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l'fo. 900 (cont.) 

under Cine 2ND -n.s first indicated. 
However, there have been no indica
tions or the nature or the.ir activ
ity since that time. . 
(Summary, 211400, August, No, 13) 

lfo, 901 

Del1veri of a Yokosuka desnatch 
to KASHI"l:iA. ·- _ _, ·, Flag 4TH FLEET, 
via Saipan indicates he is enroute 
Truk from Empire. 
(COY-14-210802-TI) 

It was indicated: 

KASHr~ _: on August 12 
was believed in Empire. 
(SUmmary, 2l.l400 1 August, No. 2l.) 

No. 902 

Traffic in 4TH FLEET A:rea con
tinues heavy but addresses involved 
are l.~ajor Coz::rmands and usual smaller 
un1 ts v:hic.h yield ll ttle in.forma tion 
of va~ue. · 
(COY-14-210802-TI) 
(Summary, 2ll400 1 August, No~ 16) 

Doubt as to the exact location of the cruiser 

CHIKUUA was now expressed. It had been telieved that 

this unit of _Cruiser Division Eight ~as operating in 
.· 

Empire ~ters, but the routing of certain traffic for 

670 

·' . 
. ··• . . .· . 

I 
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the CHIXtnL\ to the radio ata t1cn at Trnk was a pes-

si ble indication or the presence o! thia warship and 

various other units ~ this area. 

lfo. 903 

CHIX:Ul{A ~ of CRUDIV S 
shown at Truk. Also Truk broadcast
ing t=a!fie !or that ~p on 4860 kcs. 
(BEL-210827-TI) ... · . 

It "as commented% 

Traffic for the CH!KUYA was 
noticed sent to Truk, but Washington 
unit believes this may possibly be an 
error 1n routing. 
(Suxmary, - 2306001 August, No. 32) 

No. 901. 

Comcunication Officer S}~X! AIR 
STATION . - ~ addressed despatch to 
Communication Officer of CHIKUMA 
: •. :, TO~ _ ) , KDISnntA !, 

. 1;I:si ·, S!tOK!i;U _ . \, ZUIKAKU 
' and NAGARA . •; In!'o; 

~g Radio Officers (?) . of CRUDIV 8 _. 
·, CARDIV 1 _ , , ) DESRON 10 

' and Unidentified - ~ Since 
CffiKO?!.A at TNt and Commander 1ST AIR 
FLEET actively linked with Southern Force 
Commands , suggest other ships in this 
heading are at, or proceeding to, Truk 
area. Heading fur~1er suggests that 

is com=and call assigned to section or 
\· 

... . . t ·.· . ..• . · . 

' .· 

671 
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lfo, 904 (cont~) 

EATDIV 3 conta1 n1ng miSHIY.A and 
HIEI. 
(BEL-210827-~) 

. . It was remarked: 

0 This heading was noted before -
· See Ite!:l 151 page '' RI Sumoary 

210600 August. Washington Unit sug- · · 
gested WAn operstion in home waters.w 
The CHilCO'ilA is not definitely placed ·· 
at Truk but may i)Ossibly be in that 
area. 
(Summary, 230600 1 August, No. 33) 

. .. .. 

No. 905 

0. 

By specific routin~ instructions, 
traffic for CHIKUMA was sent 
in care of Truk · • :at' about mid
might 20 August. !his conflicts nth · 
inference that thi.s ship a.nd othe~re
ported in RI Summary 210600/Q August, 
item 15, page 57 are in home waters • 

· If CHIKlP..!A is actually in Truk Zone, . · 
the entire llst o! ships addressed by 
Sa~ki Air Station at 1220 1 19 ·August 
may also be there. It ·is possible 

··· that the routing 9f CmDUA' s tra!!"ic 
· -to Truk was 1n error. 

' {GT#721-QP~AV-2~~~~!~) 
It was obserTedt ·· 

. .. . ~ . . .. 
~e list or ships in reference 0 

: . ' 

.· 

· above is·: · . . 

0 0 

Action Addressees: Inror~tion Addressees: 

i 0 

0 • 

·· Staf.f Oi'!ice (Suffix 79) 
o£t . 

.. · .. . ·. 
· . .. . 

I 
0 • • 

0 0 

0 •• 

0 • • 

0 ; 

.. . ! 

0 0 . . - .. 672 ·-
" .- •·· . . -~~- :._ .:_~ .. :.:. ·• :· ·. ·-~· . : . . . .- •. . · .. 

:-- .. ~ .. .. . . - ·.~- · .. : · .. ,• .. _.: · •. · ... -:.:· . _.,.~ .. · . .. ·~ . . . . . . · .. .. • ., 
0 .... • • • . ... ... • • • • ~::. • • ~- . - ·, • 

. . ... ~· ) . . .. . . . , 
• 0 

\ -· .-. . ·. 
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- Wo. 905 (cont.) 

SROKA!JJ 
ZUIKAXU 
NAGA.RA 
TONB 
CHIKtll!A 
(Summary, 

CRUDIV 8 
DESRON 10 
C.ARDIV 1 . 
Unidentified 

I 

- ~ - / 

·. 

. . 
. . . 

. . 
-- .· .... 

... • · . 01 . . 
An unidentified enemy man-o!-war asked !or 

orders from the Xwajalein Area Defense Force, and 

. . ~· . . . . . 

. . 
another unidentified man-of-war was en:: route from . the 

~pire to 'P.a bauJ.. 

No. 906 

FROM: 
. TO : K'\'!ajalein .Area 

DEFENSE FORCE 

. · 

.. 
ft!n accordance with serial 6 o! 

6TH BASE POP.CE1 we "-"ill receive our 
orders ~rom Kwajale1n Area D~~SE · 
FORCE. Patrols and communications 
re~in as hi~~erto.ft · 
(CO.M-J.4-2l065D-DI) ... 

. . 
·rt was pointed out1 

'appears to be a man-or-war· 
and originated a message on 8 August, 
stating schedule to depart Yokosuka 
9 AUo~st and arriving at Jaluit (?) on 
the 18th. 
(Smmary, 2ll400 1 August., No. ·:32) 

.. . 

·. 

;- ~ ·.= .· .• .. 

·. . ... 

. 
. .. 

· . 

... : . , 
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ORIGINAL 
l December 1944 

AUGUST 21, 1942 (Cont1nu~d) 

Ro. 907 

Routing and associations indi-
cate Man-of-war enroute from 
'Empire to Ra baul ~.:rea. 
(BEL-210902-TI) 
(Summary1 220600, August, No. 64) · 

·. 

Ene~ dispatches indicated ~~at there was an 

expeditionary force at Buna.; and there were indi.ca

tions that Cruiser _Division Six was the covering force 

!or operations at Gizo. 

No. 90S 

_ ~ "Commander RAF EXPEDITION
ARY FOP.CEn at Buna, appeared as action 
addressee in desp2tch from unidentified 
concealed originator at Rabaul at 1638, 
20th. This message was addressed to 
Starr Communication Officer 8TH -FLEET 

for information. 
(BEL-2i0740-TI) 

. It .,vas declared: 

Area designator "RAF8 is not defi
nitely located, although there is a pos
sibility that it is at or near Euna. On 
ll August, translation of a message con
cerning RR" Area DEFFNSE FORCES spoke of 
"RZJ" OCCUPATION FORCE proceeding to 
"RAF". npZJn has also been suggested for 
Buna. 
(Summary, 220600, August, No. 55) 

674 
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AUGUST 21, 19~2 (Continued) 

NO. 909 

~ 11GIZO PEP" at Gizo 
Torpedo Boat Base appeared in con-
nection with CRUDIV 6 . ,, pos-
sibly indicating that CRUDIV is 
COVFJUNG FORCE !or operations 1n 
Gizo Area. 
(BEL-210818-TI) 

It ,;-as stated: 

aGIZO PEP" is not understood end 
may be garble. In R.I. ·summary 
211400/q August, page 12, item 40, it 
~as noted that COMCRUDIV 6 and Tarious 
other addressees including enciphered 
"GIZO Seaplane Base Cocdr." were ad
dressed at 1500/20 August, by an uni
dentified originator. 
(Summary, 220600 1 August, No. 56) 

There ~as soce indication that the Kure #? 

Special Landing Force would be used at Guadalcanal, 

an~ that the_Sasebo #5 Special Landing Force would 

be employed at Buna. 

·wo. 910 

. Association of Kure #5 SPECIAL 
LANDING FOF.CE . with CO~ESROH 
2 . ~ suggests that LANDING FORCE 
may be used in Guadalcanal Area. 
(BEL-210818-TI) 
(Summary~ 220600, August, No. 47) 

. ·. 

... 
. ,. .. . , 

4 • 
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ORIGI1JAL 
1 December 1944 

AUGUST 21~ 1942 (Continued) 

Wo. 9ll 

Small quantity Urgent traffic 
noted Ln Buna Area involving LANDING 
FORCE . ·- : and CRUDIV 18 . ) • 
(COM-14-212028-TI) 

It was mentioned: 

~ (SASEBO #5 SPECIAL L.A..'PffiiNG 
FORCE) was reported by TI in the Buna 
Area. CRUD IV 18 b;y' TI in Ra bau.l Area 
on 20 August. 
(Summary~ 220600, August, No. 54) 

It will be remembered that the Commander of 

Destroyer Squadron Two had trans~tted urgent opera

tional traffic on August 20, which indicated that he 

was engaged 1n combat or had sighted Allied forces. 

~tever the explanation as to his activities on 

August 20, he \TaS still present in the region or 

Raba1Jl. on August 21 • 

No. 912 

Truk still delivering traffic to 
COMDESRON 2 at 2300, 20 Au~st. 
(GT#717-QPNAV-211445-TI) 

· It ~s noticed: 

TI on 18 August indicated traffic 
rrom COMDESRON 2 routed from Truk to 
Rabaul and that CDMDESRON 2 addressed 

676 
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ORIGIJ!AL 
l December 1.9.44 

AUGUST 21, 1942 (Continued) 

lfo, 912 (cont.) 

mostly Air U~ts ~Solomons-New G~ea -·: 
Area. On 20 August TI indicated COUDES-

. RON 2 concerned in Urgent and Yost Ur
gent traf~ic with Fleet Co~ders in 
New Bri tain-5o1omons Area, indicating 
combat operations 1n progress or many 

· enemy contacts ·during August 20. 
(Summary, 2ll.4~0~ August, lfo. 27) 

No, 913 

CO!·.IDESRON 2 1n Rab&ul Zone at 12201 
21 August. 
(GT#?-QPNAV-211745-TI) · 

It vras noted: 

nn 20 August TI indicated Truk st1l1 
delivering traffic to COMDESRON 2 • . See 
previous reference to COllDESRON 2 in 
"Uandates Arean this summary • 
. ( SUI!l!!lary, 21400, August, No. 4l) 

·· -: 

~ . 

A new unidentified ~estroyer was gi~en an. 

·assignment on. August 20, :but neither the · organi_iatio~ 
. . 

to which it belonged; nor its Commander, ·could be as-
.. 

certained at this ·· time • .. 

. ' 
No. 9lk. · .. 

. New. DD movement report at 
. ·1500, 20 August_~~s ·addressed for info 
·:: to COMDESRON 2 , 1~dica ting 

. • 

. .-..... . . 

. . . . . 

• . • f " . • • 

· .. ·._ . :·_·! 
' ;- · . . . ·· :·-.. ~ • • ~ , ; _ 0 • ~. 

.. . I • •• : • 

. ... 

·~ 

-; 

•• o: .· .. 

0 · . ··: • • ·-. .. 
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ORIGINAL 
~ December 1944 

AUGUST 21, 1942 .(Cont~ued) 

lfo, 914 ·(cont.) 

organization assignment or this ~p. 
(GT#7l7-DPNAV-2~5-TI) 

It was indica ted: 

On 20 August TI indicated New DD 
:1n commission and underr.ay at 

1215 having originated enciphered 
Comm. Report, direction not indicated 
and no indication or immediate superior 
in command. 
(Summary 1 2l.J..4.00 1 August, No. 23) 

~rarric analysts estimated the location of 

Ja~anese destroyers as follows: A ship or Destroyer 

Division Thirty ~as acting as an escort en r out e fro~ 

Sasebo to Saipan; several units of Destroyer Divi sion 

Fifteen were near Rabaul; units of Destroyer Squadron 

T~rce were sailing from the East Indies to P~baul; 

· another destroyer 'was~ the · vic~ty o~ Tulagi and 

. ~uadalcanal; and some un1 ts c:>f Destroyer Dirlsion 

Eight v·ere also near P.abaul.·. 

No. 915 
' 
FROU: 

. · TO : 
: #~56 .Aug, 16/1400 

---· '. {Truk Radio) 
-· - - ~ Tokyo Radio) . 

~ Jaluit) . 
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AUGUST 21, 1942 (Continued) 

. . ' 

llo, 91' (cont.) 

At 1200 le£t #6 Communication Zone 
and entered #4 Communication Zone. 
(GZ#2557-0PNAV-2~742-DI) 

It was commented: 

. ·· ·: J is tentatively identified by 
OPNAV as a DD ~ DESDIV 30 and appeared 
to have arrived et Sasebo 16 August. 
(Summary, 220600, August, No. 40) 

lfo. 916 

No. 917 

Traffic routing an·d as.sociations 
indicate COMDR 2ND ESCORT ~ORCE . 
enroute Empire to Saipan. 
(BEL-210902-TI) 

It 't;·as re:carked: 

; is tentatively identified by 
OP!IAV a s a DD in DESDIV .30 and appeared 
to have arrived at Sasebo 16 August. 
(s~r.r, 220600, August, N~. 41) 

Traffic routing and a~sociations 
indicate DESDIV 15 1 and Destroyer 

of DESRON 2 1ri Rabaui J~ea. 
(BEL-210902-TI) 

It was remarked: · 

is identified as ~ DD of DESDIV 
15 and was associated nith COliDESRON 2 and 
DESDIV 4 in urgent traffic on ZO August. 
(Smnmary1 220600 1 Augu~t, No. 65) 

.· 
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AUGUST 21, 1942 (Continued) 

1!o. 918 

Units of DESROH 3 proceeding to 
Rabau.l. from EAST INDIES Area. 
(C~I3EF-1214Z/21) 
(Summary, 2306001 August, No. 72) 

No. 919 

.U 7 1 .belieTed to be DESROl'J 3 1 
Air Group Comdr. t and !!ARU 

: indicated to be at _ (Ambon). 
·'also 1dentif"ied as Palao but 

belieTe Ambon is best identity. 
(COM-14-212026-TI) 

It .,.-as remarked: 

lappears enroute Palao to 
PAbaul Area. Air Group Comdr. 

No. 920 

also appeared in P~lao Area, Aug. 20th. 
(Summary, 230600, August, No. 73) 

Destroy&r l of DESDiv 
. , in vicinity Magi and ;uaintains 

closest association with .• 
(COM-14-212028-TI). 

It was· observed: 

.tentatively identified as an 
Air Station in ti1e vicinity of" Guadalcanal. 
Destroyer .on 14 Au~ust ~as indicated 
to be escorting _ the M.ARlJ • ~:1 th part 
of PLAl:E GROUP a board enrou te to 
Rabaul Area. · . · 
(Summary, 220600 1 August~ No. 51) 

· . 
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l December 19-44 

AUGUST 21, 19L2 (Continued) 

-Wo. 921. 

· · COUDESDIV S . , and DD 
'. or this airtsion a~sociated . . 

rt th Maca~~a.r Base , i in mes-
sage from MARU . ~ • ,I on. 2oth .August·. 
The destroyer Units received the mes- · 

. . ·sage on Tok;yo broadcast. · 
(GT#727-QPNAV-Zl2042-TI) 

. . 
·It was pointed out: 

On 5 Au~st DD ' shom1 at 
Truk by TI and on :lO August some un:1 ts 
of DESDIV S (DESRON 4) appeared to be 

: 1n the Ra'baul Area. COliDESROlr .4 on 
19 August was associated w1 th 4TR FLEET 
and the 6TH BASE FORCE (J'aluit). ,· 
(Summary, · 22<?600, Augu~t, Wo.· 60) · 

•· 

The KASUGA ID.RU usually ?as engaged in fen-ying 

aircraft to· Truk !rom the Empire and at this t~e was 
... 

found near Saipan • 
. • 

.· .. ·. :· . ..... ·. No, 923 -.. · · : 

. _ . . Tra!:fic routing iildica tes KASUGA . 
. . . : · : · • ·MA.Ru · • · 1n Saipan Area. : · 

· . ... · (B~21092o-TI) . . . ·,. 
. · .. ·. · . ·. :... . , 

... - -· . : . . . 
-

It was declared:· 

. .. ·· · . ·. ·KASUGA MA.F.U appeared by T.I. to be 
. . . . : in Empire 19 August, and COH 14 noted . 

· · ' · .· · · · . . traffic routing which possibly indicated 
· ·~- ·:- · :: · ·. · .she '-'oS still there on the 21st. · 

·· ., .. ·. · · _:_ (Summpry1 2206001 August·, No, 22) 
.: :' ··: :;:. ... . . · . . 

'.':.··,-: ... :· ... _'' : :' : .. :·'·.; .:: ·:.i . . :~ ·:; . .. _.· . . ' . ·. . . . • . ··· . .. . ... . 
.. ' 

~ . . ..... · .. ·.. · .. ·. . . ·. .-. . . 
.: . . ,. .. , :_ ... .. . ! .: ·.. • . ... . ... • . • . . ~ : -~ ·. . 
~· .. <~. '. .:· <· .. : . ... : .. 

. . . : - ·:. . . . ... 
... ~.~~ ::-::.··. · ..... ..~/ .: ;~_ , . :· . . ··:; _:- -= :: '; • ·. 
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. ....... 

., .. . . .. . . . . . ~ 
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AUGUST 21, 1942 (Continued) 

lfo, 923 

K.ASUGA :rJARU \at 1735 ad-
dressed Truk Airera~t iorks, In£o: 
Yokosuka Aircraft Assembly Unit. 
Tra~fic routing indicates this Tesse~ 
~ Empire. · 
(COY-14-~12022-TI) 
(Summary, 2206oO, August, No. 23) 

It was thought that seTeral unidentified Yarus 

were scheduled to proceed to Truk, togethe·r lrl. th the 

CELEBES UARU and the tanker SHI'RETOKO • 

Wo. 924 

No. 925 

I #2 CELEBES l!AP.U 
~~pear&d as addressee a l ong 

'!i th 3. Uniden~ified ¥AfltJS - · j 1 
.• •and : in despatch 

from Staff Communication Officer 
TRUK BASE FORCE at l930/l9th which 
was addressed for Info: CHITOSE 
- - : ; o! AIRRON ~;association 
with Truk suggests those vesse~s 
scheduled proceed that area. 
(BEL-2107 4D-TI) · . . 
(Summar.y, 220600, August, No. ·32) 

Unidentified auxiliary 
~dd~essed short despatch to CHITOSE 

. ·~ tentative b~ttleship 
and ma.n-of-war ~ This unusual 
association not understood unless call 

682 
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AUGUST 21, 19~2 (Continued) 

No. 9?.5 (cont.) 

)garbled, but previously noted 
association of CHITOSE with enciphered 
CELEBES 1!ARU suggests . as call 
for that vessel. 
(BEL-2lOSOo-TI) 

It 'llO'aS stated: 
. 

Call . _ ·is obviously garbled 
as does not fit Garble Table. 
{S~ary1 220600 1 August, No. 34) 

No. 926 

!anker SHIRETO:ZCO . . ; e :ppar-
ently Ominato Area, appears schedpled 
proceeding Truk via Yokosuka by heading 
of Comm~~c~tion Zone P.eport at 1300/20th. 
Associations indicate Escort will be fur
nished b}" D"E:SRON 10. 
(B:sL-210740-TI) 

It ~as mentioned: 

On 1 August the Tanlcer SHIF.ETOKO w-es 
associated with the 4!'H FLEET. · 
(Summary~ 2~0600, - Au~st, No. J5) 

The KOBE !U.RU and the KENP.Yti li.Alro were at Truk 

1n th~ company of a hospital ship. Ti'io auxiliaries 

liere noticed at Acbon, one bfaru was at Palao, and two 

Marus plus an aux111ary were en route from the Empire 

to the Rabaul-Truk area. 
.· ... . 
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AUGUST 21, 1942 (Continued) 

No, 927 

Routing and associations 
Chief of Starr 4TH FLEET · 

indicate 
· and 

!Jaru.s _ j ; and 
(BEL-210902-TI) 

·at Truk. 

It n.s noticed: 

. ·: is identified as the KOBE 
MARU. ---- 1 is identified as a Hospi
tal Ship. .. ' is 1dentii"ied as the . 
lCE?lRYU MARU. 
{Summary, 220600 1 August~ No. ~3) 

No, 928 

Traffic routing and associations 
indicate auxi1iarie! r and 
at Ambon (UI 1). ·. 
(BEL-210902-TI) 
(Summary 1 220600,. August, No. 68) 

No. 929 

DD AI 7 and MARU remain at 
· PALAO~ or ~ Palao Zone, at 18001 

No. 930 

21 August. · .. 
(GT#724-QPNAV-21174;-TI) 
(Summary, 220600 1 August., Bo. 38) 

Traffic routin~ and associations 
indicate Yaru probably enroute 
from Kure to Truk via Chichi j i=.a and 
Saipan. . 
(BEL-210902-'ri) . . . ' . . 
(Suu~ary, 2206001 August, No. 42) 

.... . · .. 684 
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J!o, 931 
~ . 

R9uting and associa t1ons indicate 
llaru · po s si bl.y i"rom Empir~ to 
Rabaul, 
(BEL-210902-TI) 

··. (Summaey', Z2060Q, August, No. 63) 

No, 932 

Routing and associations indicate 
Naval A~liary : to be enroute 
from Yokosuka to Surabaya. 
(BEL-210902-TI) · · 
{Summary, 220600, August,· No. 66) 

. 
A un1 t at Balikpapan was identified as either 

a ~aru or a destroyer. Another ship, identiried as 

either a unit of D~stroyer Squadron Two or fleet 

au.-d.llary 1 was en route from Truk to Saipan. 

.· ..... No. 933 
: . ·. . 
. -. 

. . . 
Traffic rout~g ~nd associations 

indie~ te Maru · ,'Tieini ty of Balik- -
papan. · · · · · 

~ (BEL-210902~TI) · . .. 

: It vras noted! 

. . . . . ,. is identified -oY OPNAV as 
the Flagship of DESDIV 34. 
(Su_~ry, 220600, August, No. 67) 

.· .. ·.-
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ORIGil.A.L 
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AUGUST 21, 1942 (Continued) 

lfo, 934 

~outing anC:. associations indicate 
Kan-of-War ,enreute Truk to Saipan. 
(BEL-210902-Tl:) 

it was indicated: 

. . Translation or __ : \~ · serial 700
1 

or 14 August, giving schedule upon lea?- . 
1ng Kav1eng showed this · ship Planning to · ·.· 
leave Truk 19 August and to arrive at 
WAA (place designator tor somewhere prob
ably 1n the Empire) on the 28th. · Identity 
or this ship is not clear, but this 
thought to be either a Destroyer o:f DESEON · 
2 or a Fleet auxiliary~ · · 
(Summary, 220600, AuguSt, No. 39) 

It ~as suggested by American traffic analysts 

that small type Marus were be:L."'lg used as anti-suboari.ne 

patrol vessels off the northern .coas~ or Japan. 

-
No. 935 .' .. 

f • • • - • • _ .... 0 

.··· ·Commander ·1sT PICKET BOAT 
FORCE appeared in despatch heading associ
a ted lfi th NORTHERN FORCE. · Code used sug- . 
gests this force composed of Marus, prob
ably small type presu:ably acting as anti
submarine and patrol vessels off Northern 
Coast or EI:lu1re. :. · ... · · .. 
(B!!."L-210800:.TI) · . . . . . · . · 
(Summary, 22060_0, August, !fo• 8) 

0 ... 

~ ~ ~ispatc~ in the. Japanese_ merchant ship ?Od~ 
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AUGUST 21, 1942 (Continued) 

referred to a Si.I:nm Force. Neither the ~me or the 

!orce nor the originator or the dispatch coUla be 

identified at this t~e. 

No. 936 
, 
.' •SIA..qJN FORCE" addressed 

by unknown originator using Merchant 
Ship Co~e on 20 August. Info !ddressees 
l1ere CI?TCs SIJB FORCE . :~ 11TH A.IB 
FLFET _ .l :o 8TH FLEET - - . . J 

Unidentified Collec~i ve .. _. . . 1 and 
MRUS · and . • Both 
SIMUN FoF.CE and Originator· or message 
appear to be 1n Truk Area by routing. 
•s~roN~ is probably place nace but not 
recognized. 
(GT#725-QPNAV:_211845-TI) 

It was commented: 

This is first time SIL~N FORCE has 
appeared. 
(S~ary, 22~6001 August, No. 37) 

The routing or messages to Truk !or the Commu

nication Officer of the First Air Fleet aroused some 

doubt as to ·the authenticity of the identification or 

his ca~ sign. However, there seemed to be little 

doubt that the proper identification had been made, 

and the presence of two tenders of the First Air 

Fleet at Palao was cited as a further indication that 
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AUcriTST 21, 1942 (Continued) 

3apanese carriers ~ere present 1n the Southern area. 

But 1n opposition to this idea, it ~ss stated by some 

American traf£1c analysts that the activities of these 

tenders were not assoeiated rt th the movecents o! 

enemY carriers in the South -Pacific. 

No. 937 

Mo, 938 

In' two instances desoatches from 
Chie! ot Staff and SCO 1ST AIR ::-LEET 
· · •and · !lf!lS routed to Truk 
froo Tokyo \!hich raises doubt of re
eoven" of this call. 
(COM-14-210718-TI) 

It was remarked: 

. has b~e:n tenta.tiv~ly iden
tified as 1ST ftiR fLEET. 
(S~ry, 211400, August, No. 19) 

Message fqr Communication Officer 
1ST AIR rLEET !was routed to 
Truk at 0335, 21 August: Uessage in 
question was originated by Sukagawa Air . 

for action Plane Group 
info lST. /JR Communication Officer, 
BuAer, and Yokosuka. The identification 
or is good. 
(GT#719-QPNAV-211545-TI) 

It -.as observed: 

J 
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AUGUST 21. 1942 (Continued) 

lo, 938 (cC?nt.j 

... On Au.gust l.7 TI indicated belie! · . 
Plane Group _ _ . at Sasebo or Xure. 
!his Plane Group has been associated 1n 
·traffic with Plane Groups - - ~ 
-- - - . - ._·. ___ • . . _ \ CAJIDIV 2., Comdr 
.3RD AIP. ATTACK FORCE, Comm Ofrieers . . 
CO!!BINED FL~T and J.ST AIR FLEET, HITJ.K.A,· 
ZUIHO 1 and HA.YATAKA, BelleTe Sukugawa. · 
Air here has reference to the Air Sta- , 
tion. This eall ·1 on 1 July was 
associated wi~ SHOrJKU, Carrier Plane · 
Group _ .. ~ at K.a.noya Air, i.nf'o:rmation 
Sasebo Na?; Yard and Comm Officer CARDIV '· 
(Summary, 211.400, August, lfo. ' 12) . . . · 

No. 939 

:·.·. 

Presence or 1ST AIR FLEET llaru . 
Tenders ) and : \ at Palao 
may be further indication that carriers 
a re present 1n southern Area, · 
(BEL-210827-TI) .. 

. . . 
It was pointed out: · · .. 

. In an ·aJ)eration ·order transferring • .. ·· 
.: .. CRUDIV 7 1 DESRON 3 e.nd parts or DESRONS 2 
.· and 4 (Item .34, page 111 RI SUmmary · · 

.. 190600 August), these two tenders were 
Int'o addressees along with DESRONS 2, .3, . .. 
and 4. TI since then has closely associa

·. ted the two. tenders with the activities 
··· .. operati ng 1n Truk-Ra baul area. It is b~

lieved these two air-tenders are acting 
·. ·: independently end not associated with 
· any carriers. · . 

· ~ (SUI!l!:lary1 230 600 1 August, No .• 17) . 

' . 
-.. \ . ·' ·. 

:.: ~ . . . . ·. . . . .·. . , ... :. ... ~ . . . -~ 
0 : ' 

~ .. .. . . . . 
0 •• • : . .. 

• • • • ... •• • • • ·~. • • .t ;._ :: .... .. · .. ·. . . . 

. " .. . 

. ·. 

... .. 
.• .. ~ . 

• • 0. . .. , . 
.... ·- .- . - ~ . ..... : .· .. ~- ~ - -; · , . ... . . . 

:., • : • ~ • • 0 - :--.... • •• • • ~ . #> ; .., •• ; : .: ... • • 

·: . ... _ ... 0 • •• .. •• .. 

.·• 
-: ...... . . 

: - : ' . 

:;. .. . . ..... : : · .. .... 
'. . .... . , . . ..... 

. . . 
.... 0 

, ' • • .". 1 ~~ .. . .. \ 
·· .. ··. · ... ·. .-... · 

·, .. 
~ . , 

... 
. . --. . . . 

I . 

I 
' 

~ . ,. 

. . . 
: ·. . .. 

·.· 



.... 

.• . .. 

-

.. . 
'· . .;-~ .. .. . . 

·: 

. :.. .. 

.· . 
. .;,.. . 

. ---.. ·· -

~ • • 0 , 

·. ... . ·. 

I 
j O~IGTI1AL 

l December i 94-4 

AUguST 61. 1942 (Continued) 

Carr:ier DiTis:ion Two was placed b)' direction 

rinders in the Yokosuka area o~ August 20. The 

eoc.::ta.nder of this division was supervising the activ-

1 ties of the HI!.AKA and H.AY.AT!KA.. 

No. 940 · · 

Only Carrier des~ateh seen was 
from C01~CJ.P.DIV 2 · ·; to Plane Group 
· · : at l81S/29th tr8.nsm.1 t-ted by 
originator direct on 5910 kes which is . 
believed fair evidence this Unit is not £ar 
from Empire. · · 
(cou-~-210828-TI) · 
(Summary, 2114001 Augus~, No. lO) 

No. 91..1 

No traffic seen to indicate change · 
1n location of CARDIV 2 ~rom Yokosuka 
Area as placed by D/F last night. 
{COM-14~410718-TI) ·. . . 

It was declared: 
. . 

COM14 on 20 August sta~ed no eTidenee 
Carrier movements Southeast have been ob
served. BEL sa~e date suggested ~urrent 
activity {with SETTSU) may be attempt at 
deception to cover actual movement, pos
sibly to Southern Area, as Co~dr 1ST AIR 
FLEET is closely associated rl th current 
activities there. OPNAV TI on same date 
stated tra!'fic for Cm.!C.AliDIV 2 routed to 
Palao by Tokyo at 2045, 20 August. 
(summa171 2~~400 1 Augus~, l l o. 11) 
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AUGUST 21, 1942 (Continued) 

No, 942 
. . 

Bearings continue place COHCAP.DIV 
2 a board HI TAXA and HAY.ATAKA in Empire. 
Wo other carriers heard or observed in 
tra.f.fi.c. . 
(COM-l4-zi2022-TI) . . 
(Summary1 2206001 August, Wo. 15) 

Increased actiTity among Japanese aircraft 
.. 

carriers, tankers, and supply ships, and a departure 

report or ·what ~as thought to be a carrier associated ...... 

with destroyer escorts, attracted the attention or 

American traffic analysts. 

No. 9~3 

. . . . · 

!here is increased activity among 
Japanese ai rcraft carriers, tankers 
and supply ships. . · 
(COISEF-:l2l4Z/21) ·· . 
(Summary, 2306001 August, No. · ~) · 

-. ·. .. . . . .. ·. . '' 
No, 944 0.·. = .. ·: . . ·.. # 

. 
' •o• , 

. • :. 0 ... .. 

;:.... ... :· : - '· · ... 
0 • ' 4 . .. , . . 

• < 

. . . . . 
·• · Starr Com:nunication Officer AIEON . 
22 . . -~ ·at ~710 1 19th, addre!!sed : 
SHO!U.!rn __ , S ta!f CAP.DIV 2 ) 
and the SETTSU _ . ,, in despatch lfhich 
was for inf'ormation to Sta.f! Communication 
. 0 fficer 11TH AIR FLEET -~-- . ·, Carrier 

.· Plane Group and ) plus Com~ · 
: ."manders BIHORO 1._ and SRINCHUKU 

· • ·· AIR GROUPS. ~is suggests exer-
; cises involving SHOKAKU1 SETTSU and Carrier · . 

• : ' . 0 
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AUGUST 21, 1942 (Cont~ued) 

lfo. 9.44 (cont.) 
' 

No. 

Plane•Groups near Empire, but it 
more probably concerns operations 
already completed as routing indi
cates SROKAKU and SETTSU not in 
eompany. : · . 
(BEL-210920-TI) ·. . 
(SUmmary, 220600, ·August, llo. 16) 

94, 

. Absence or any exercise indi-
cations leads to belief this mes
sage is preliminary departUre report. 
Several indications that '. is 
CARDIV 3 and .contains RYUJ'O and pos
sibly HOSHO. 
(C0~-14-212026-TI) · 
(Summary, 230600, August, No. 9) 

No. 946 

0 •• : • 

.-

zumo I •• · sent one despatch 
to eestroyer .' and Staf!' C~mmu-
nication O:fficer lST AIR FLEET ·. I, 
information Staff Communication Of!'icer 
CAl\DIV 2 _ ·, K~e Ad~ess . I .· _ .. 1 •• 

· and Sasebo Address ·• This was 
deliTered to first three addresses on · 
Tokyo broadcast. 
(BEL-210920-TI) 

It v:as · stated: 

·· '! is identit'ied by OPN.AV as a 
DESDIV 1n DESRON 3 and this DESDIV was 
shown ·b7 D.I. to be . scheduled for arrival 

·. ·. \ . . 

.· .. , ... 

. . : . 
• .. • • • • 0 \ . e ·. -·., . ::::· .. : .. ~.· :· -... ·;·· : . .. -.:,. .. ··· . . . 

-·.·· ·.: . :.•: ... ··: .. . . 
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: . 

No. 946 (cont.) 

at Davao from the South on 18 August. 
This is the r~st association noted or 

:with th.e carriers. 
(SUQmary, 220600, August, No. 18) 

A seaplane unit, which had recently le~t Kiska; 

was being transported to the South Pacific: 

No. 947 

Comca.nder Seapl.ane Unit 
has ~:oved from Kis~a <lild was at YokosUka 
AIR t . \ ~t 1600/21 August. 
(GT#727-0?NAV-212042-TI) 

It ~as o~ntioned: 

Seaplane Unit · shot.n aboard 
the W..P.U • · 20 August and believed 
t o have been snroute South from the Nor
t hern Area on that date. 
(S'I.lm::lary, 220600, August, ·No. 20) · 

A dispatch issued ~- the Co~nder of the Fifth 

Air Attsck Porce ~:as noteworthy because 1 ts list of ad- . 

dressees included all major com:nanders -r.ho r;ere thought 

to be ta.ldng p~.rt in future operat_ions in the Solomons. 

A report froc this same commander announced the speci

fic n~ber . of Japanese planes available on August 13, 

1942 at certain key spots in the Solomons. .· . · 
.· 

-~~ . . .· 
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No. 948 :• 

No. 

At 2012 Commander 5TR AIR ATTACK ·. ·=· 
: ~ddressed Chief of Staff ll'l'!I 

AIR FL~ET .. · .. . 1, Chief of Staff' 8TH 
FL'BET . ~ Chief of .Staff SUB FORCE 

· .· l, and Chief of' Staff 4T.S FLEET 
· --- --·-· ~ 1n£o unidentified · ;' 
Chier of Starr co~n~D FLEET - - - - - -'·;, 
and. Chief o! Staff 1ST AIR FLEET j · 

., General Staff and ·his command. 
This probably reports operations and is 
believed to include all Units operating 
South of' Rabaul. 
(COM-14-210826-TI) 

It was noticed: · 

\identified by OPNAV as 2ND 
FLEET. 5TH AIR ATTACK FOF.CE is in 
Rabaul Area and it is perhaps notewor-
thy that the addressees of this message 
include all the ~ajor Commanders ~ho are 
thoug~t to be concerned in possible rorth
coming operations in the Solomons Area. 
(Summary, 211400, August, No. 36) . 

. ' 

949 .- · -.. : .#084 (Part 2 of -2) 

FROM: 

TO : 
INFOs . 

.. . 

·. ·. 

I • 

· 13 August/21.40 
SS (Comdr 5TH AIR . . . 

ATTACh FORCE) . . · 
6~ {Unidentiried) · 

.. 204 Unidentit'ied) 
304 Chief of starr 1ST 

AIR FLEET) · . · 

704 . Unidentified) . 
·.· · · -~Unidentified) 

: ·.: 104 ?) (Unidentified) 
99 Comdr 2ND AIR · · 

. : . ATTACX FORCE) . • ' ..... . . . 
; . ;·: . ' ~.. . ...... ':" .--... 
.. . . . . . . " • :. I· , ' 

.. . 
o o •: o • .. ·, :a:, :• •: . . , . - . . . ~ . ... 

,.· . 
.· 

l_ . · .·..... •. . . ' • .. ,. : . : 
• 0 . .. • • ~ - • • ' '"l • • • 

• ••• ·:· i ~:· ··~ •• --· ~ •• • • •• -. • • • - · • • --- -
. . 

~ •• t 0 • • . 
.. . 0 • 

'• 
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'" .. ! • •, •" ,a • 'f' 
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. · AUGUST 21, 191..2 (Continued) . ·. •· 

·. 
Wo, 949 (cont.) . 

.. 

_ 
1 
!Comdr 4TH .A.n ATTACK FORCE) 

- · !, Comdr 6!11 AIR .ATTACK FORCE) 
_ :· Comdr 14th .UR GROUP ? ) 

_ __ .. .. \ Chief of Staff -4TH FLEET) . 
·- ..: _ _ _,._I Chief of ~ta!'! 8tH _FLEET) ·_ 

·. · 
(Blank) planes . aTailable !or · us~ 

tomorrow: ' . . 
(l) At ERE: ··26 typa-l bombers · .. · . . 

•' 

7 _. __ · !'ighters . 
1 diTe bomber (?) 
4* 

. · '---
2* ---

(2) At RZlL: 18 ___ fighters , 
·: 2 dive bombers (?) · 

. · 8 type 98 ~-:---
(3) .At RRFr 8 fighters · ··· · 

*About . 
(GZ#2554-0PNAV-21161D-DI) 

.· 
It was noted: 

. ·' 
.RP.E is Rabaul possiblr Vunakanua. 

.. 

•· -

\ .. ·.· 
- .. 

"t ;. • •• 

·. ·' ·: 

• · .• . 
,_ .. 

RZM is Lae Seaplane Base. . \ ·. 
. RRF is unplaced but belieTed in · • ~ • • 0 • 

vicinity or Ra.baul.· . . '• . . . 
(S~ry; 211.400 1 August,· No. 44) 

, .. 
.. 

' . 

. , • .... f 

very ~uch .concerned 111 th the transrer of planes !'rom · .. 

the Empire~ ' ·. 

, .. 
. No. 950 \ . ·... . 

::._ .. · : -~: · .. :.: : .: · · .~ .. ;· . ·co~ande·r -~r· AIRRON :26 
j 0 .. .. .... • 0 0 • 0 • • • • 

... : : . .. . . . . 

i . 
. . · .. . 

. . . ·. . . . ···: .. . . 
• . • '" ' • ' • • I '• ., .. . . .·. . · . 

• ~ .. ' • : : \ .. .. • • • • • • ,~: • • · - • • 0 • .;.., ~ • • • - ; . 

. ·' . . . . .. :. ·. .· . . · .. . . . . . 
··~ :·· • • • ... • • •• • : •• • ~ l •• • . .... • 

. - ... ~ 

- .. . - . . .. 8.95 : . . 
...... ' · 

. •. .. . . .. . ·'.. . .. .. . 
·:. ': ·, ... .. . . : .. , .. : •. . ; ..... ; . 

. .. . : . -~·. ~ . ~-. • . .-
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AUGUST 21 1 1942 (Continued) 

No. 950 (cont.) 

still indicated being in Southern Area 
and associated with Truk~Chichijima-5a1pan 
BASE FORCES plus enciphered IOJIYA BASE 
Commander probably in connection with 
trans~er of planes ~rom Empire. 
(BEL-2l074Q-TI) . 

It was· indicated: 

AIRRON 26 . - · !is referred to 
by OPJlAV as the 6TE AIR ATTJ.CK FORCE. · 
(Summary, 220600, August, No. 57) 

The Commander or Air · Squadron EleTen 'iias located 

at Tru.k1 and the FJ.ag Secretary o! the EleTenth Air 

Fle:et ";';as t hought to be at Tinian. 

No . 951 

Traffic for COMAIRRON 11 . 
being broadcast by P~baul Radio 

~ and concealed originator 
traffic ~hich appears to be originated 
by that command is emanating from Truk. 
(BEL-210818-TI) . 

It ~as commented: 

C01~0N 11 was believed at Truk 
20 August. TI indicated CO~IRRON 11 
left Yokosuka about 11 August for Rabaul. 
(S~ary1 2206001 August, No. 36) 

·-· 

No. 952 

Rout~g and associations indicate 

. . :· .. 
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l'o, 952 (cont.) 

Flag Secretar;r llTR AIR FLEET at 
Tenian. . 
(BEL-210902-TI) . 
(S~ary, 220600 1 August# Xo~ 31) 

Further eTidence \1'8.S obtained that an enemy 

seaplane base was located at Gizo, and that an anti

aircraft unit from Saipan had settled at Ka.Tieng. 

No. 953 

Unidentified originator ad
dressee Rabaul Base, in!o Chie!s o! 
S taf! CO :!miNED - , 1ST AIR • 

. 2:ND FLEET . - - . llTH , __ -
- ' - - J -- :' COMCRUDIV 6 __ __ _ ,. -, Comdr ' TH P...IR ATTACK _ , and 

"Gi%o Seaplane Bas& Comdr" 
at 1500, 20th. · 1 

~ 

,· 

(GT#720-QPNAV-2ll54,-TI) ' - . 
(Summary, 211400 1 August, No. 40) 0 . o,. .. · , • 

~- - . .. 
No'. 951.. 

• 0 • • 

An expeditionary anti-aircraft 
unit from Saipan is shown 

. at Kavieng - .. by enciphered 
address in despatch from Secretar,y
Saipan, at 1704, 20th. 

_ (BEL-210902-TI) _ · · . . ._. . . "' · .. 

It was remarked: 

This is apparently same as item 
.· 52, page 52, R.I. Summary 210600/Q 

August. Kavieng 1s correct tor 
. (Summary, 2~0600 1 August~ Ho. 61) 

. . . . . 
.. . . 0 

. -· 
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A J'apanese plane was transm tting operational 

messages T.hieh probably ~ere obserTation reports eon-

eerning Allied forces in the Solomons. 

No. 955 

l (Plane) -.as active sending 
operational type code messages probably 
relating to sighting or dispositions 
Allied Units in Solomons Area. These 
given wide distribution. One signal 
consisted simply of the Kana character 
•HOHOHO" ~ch may have been request 
ror un1 ts to take bearings on his trans
missions in order fix position of units 
sighted. 
(BEL-210800-TI) 
(Summary, 220600, August,. No. 5S) 

The Coz:zmander or the Ja·panese Submarine Force 

was no?! at Jalui t, and the Commanders or Submarine 

Squadrons One and Three were in the vicinity or 

Rabaul.. The Commander of Subcarine Squadron One had 

left the F.mpire on August 13, '1942. It was bellev~d 

t hat he wa~ ~om.ing south to replace the Com:ta.nder or 

Submarine Squadron Three in the Rabaul-Solomons area.. 

No. 956 

C01!StJBFOP.CE and Communication Officer 

698 
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. AUGUST 21, ~94.2 (Continued) 

lfo, 956 (cont.) 

SUBFOF.CE received trarfic on Ja1uit 
Broadcast after 11001 21 August. 
Also T1a Yokosuka w.ho transmits to 
!!ARU }!or deli Tery to COMSUJ3FORCE. 
{GT#717-QPNAV-21144~~7I) 

It was pointed out: 
.. . .. . 

On 20 August traffic routing 1nd1-
. cated CO~UBFOR enroute rrom Yokosuka 
to J'a1u1t. 

l'fo, 957 

(Summary, 211400 1 August, No. 30) 

COMSUBFOR believed at sea since 
traffic deliTered to this Command Tia 
Tokyo broadcast. · 
(COM-14-212022-TI) 

It ~s declared: 

On 20August TI indicated COllSUBFOR 
was enroute Yokosuka to Jaluit. 
{Summary, 2206001 August, . No. 70) 

.. : .. . 

No. 958 -. . 

-· . ·. Routing and a~SC?Ciations indicate 
Commanders SUBRON 1 and 3 

·· • .. _.. , · at unidentified (pos-
·s1bly RabauJ.). 
(BEL-210902-TI) . . .' 

. .. It was stated: 

< COUSUBRON 3 appeared by T.I. to be 

.... '• .. 
. .. ·. 

' .. 
,.· - . . 

•, 
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AUGUST 21, 1942 (Cont~ued) 

Wo, 958 {cont.) _.· 

3aluit on 17 August and possibly in 
Truk Co~cation Zone on the 20th. 
There have been recent indications 
by T.I. that COMSUBRON 11 will re
lieve CO~SUBRON 3 1n the Southern Area 
shor:tly • . · 
(Summary, 220600~ August1 ~o. 72) 

l'!o, 959 

Indications continue that COM
SUBRON l will · r.e~~eve COYSUBRON 3 1n 
Southeast Area. · 
(COM-212022-TI) 

. It was mentioned: 

CO!.rSUBF.ON 1 .reportedly left 
Yokosuka for 8TH FLEET .Area 13 August • 
All Stat ions see::1 to think it "\Till 
replace SUBRON 3 1n the Rabaul-Solomons 
Area. · .. 
(Summary, 220600, August;. No. 71) 

. . 
Direction finding reports on enemy sub~arine 

positions w&re as rollows: 

Sub Posits: 
'alt. . ·; in SUBRON 3 153-E 01 S 
at 2300(Z)/20 Aug. · 

' (COUSUBP.ON 6) · . 
at 1600(Z)/l9 Aug • 
' (Sub?) . . 
at 0800(Z)/2l. Aug. · : . 

158-E 05 S 

. l (Sub?) · · · · 
..._ ' ·. at OSOO(Z)/21 Aug. : . · 
- . . · ·· · ( COM-1.4-212022_:TI) . . . 

165-E OS S .. 

1700 . 
·· .. ·· :· · .. · -~ . ·: :: . . :. ·, . · .· . · {SU!Il:Ilary, 220600 1 August, No. ·76) 

... e · :: ~.= ~ ·: I: : ... ;·:·.· : ..... ·. :·_. ·::· ~ ·· . .-·.·: ..... >·· -- , . ·:-. - . .. , · .. .. .. . 
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ORIGDffl.!. 
l December 1944 

AUGUST 21, 1942 (Continued) 

An operational dispatCh issued by an unidenti

fied man-or-~ from the ~alikpapan-Yakassar area 

indicated that it T.mS experiencing an Allied submarine 

attack. 

No, 961 

Operational type despatch from 
Man-of-War )at 2200~ 19th, ad-
dressed M.AXASSA.R ,_ - · · and :BALIK-
P .AP AN • _1 'BASE FOF.CES and CINC 
.3RD FLEET . . 1 information l:!aru 

and All Ships and Stations 
__ , ! suggests Allied submarine attack 
on that vessel in Balikpapan-~akassar 
Area. 
(B3L-210800-TI) 

It V!CS noticed: 

Man-of-War \was associated 
T11 th the 3RD FLEET on 1.2 August and 
appeared to be in the Southwestarn 
Area. Maru .appeared by T.I. to 
be at Makassar 18 A~~st. · 
{S~ary1 2206001 August, No. 59) 

The success of Axis submarines at various times 

during the course or the first year after }~erica 

entered the war was not due solely to ~~e ingenuity 

and skill of t heir submarine commanders. Frequently, 

they based their operations on information obtained 

·701 
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ORIGDlAL 
1 December ~944 

•· 
-

AYBUST 21, 1942 (Cont~ed) 

•' .. . ... . 

.. . ·-· 
.: ·· .. · , 

.··· . 
'·' 

tlU-ough espionage. ~s intelligence was -.ery often 

sent to the J.xis capitals .through diplomatic channels, · 
. . 

· as the dispatclles which follow immediately will tes-
. . .. . . 

tify. . A mutual exchange o! intelligence coneern.1n.g 

.Al.l.ied eonToys was a common pra~t1ce o! the A:d.s . · ' .. ~ · 
.. : . . . . . .. . . .. - . ... 

powe,rs, and tor that reason . German submarines·. treciuen~ 
. . . 

·· ly took adTantage o~ data compiled !or them by Ita1 1an _ 

representat1-.es. Undoubtedly, the Japanese were in

formed of Allled move~ents 1n the Pacific by similar ·· 

means. 

No, 962 
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OFJG!J!At 
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.· AUQUST 21: 1942 (Continued) 
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l!o. 963 

No. 964 
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OR!GI1H.1 
~ December ~9.4.4 

AUGUST 21, 1942 (Continued) 
·.· 

2l August 1942 stated aa follows: .. . . 

No, 96S 

General 

ntere is still no indication of 
the Japanese carriers having ct"eparted ... · -: 

" . . 

from Empire waters. · It is estimated that .. 
a str1k1ng force of the SHOIC!KU 1 ZUIKAKU . ·~ · 
and RYUJ'O 1 along rl th Crud1 v 8 1 one un1 t · ·: 
ot Crudiv 4 plus the KIRISI:II!!A and HIEI 
has been fully organized for the past 
~eek. Unless ORANGE radio dece~tion is 
remarkably efficient, this rorce remains .· 
in the homeland still. · The only explana-
tion for ~his indecisiveness is the fact . 
that Japan has no information on the loca-

. t1on of our carriers. There has howeTer 
been continued association between CinC .· 
First }~r .Fleet and ~~e Solomons opera-
tions. . · 

There are signs of increasing activ-
ity centered around Palao. One of our 
submarines stationed in the vicinity could . 
offer timely intelligence of any enemy- · ·.:· · , · 
movements in force through that area. · : -
· Enemy radio ori Guadalcanal is ·still . · 
in operation. . 

The KASHIMA, former flagship o~ CinC 
4~~ Fleet is nearing Truk on the return 

· trip South !'rom Empire overhaul. 
The Northern area is .uneventful • 

Submarines · 
. · .. .. . 
. . . . . .· "'· .. ... 

.. ' . . , . 
· The presence or an enemy submarine 

. in Hawaiian :-:a ters has not been verified 
· · .- by D/F . ... ·. > . . 

Subron Seven units · in the Aleutians 
· · have bee? .quiet for some t~e1 ~h1ch1 ~ 

. .. .. * ,. . . .... . .. 

. :: 

. . . . . 

. ... 

.. 
- --~ ... 

. ' . · . . . .. . .. 704 -
·. . . ·. . ~ 

-
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OlUGil'fA!. 
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AUGUST ?.l, 1942 {Continued) 

)fo. 965 (cont.) 

the absence of better information, could 
~1gn.1ty their adYance -E.ast7rard to Alaskall 
waters. · · 

- Subron One un1 ts are nearing Jalui t 
.from the Empire. Comsubron One .is expec-
ted to relieYe Comsubron Three. . · 

·~ . . . 

The Bulletin of the Co:mnander in Chiet of the 

Pac1~1c ?leet issued on 21 August 1942 reported that: 

No, 966 

. . ..... 
.. 0. • 

.. .... 

FROM: CINCPAC (NEE!:) 210257 August 1942 
'1'0 : COMSOP AC 

ALL SEAFRO!f PAC 
COMntCH 
ALL TASKFOR COMSPAC 
COMS'I'PAC 
OPNAV 
CCMNAVEU 

lrCR 9252 3 Bulletin No. 158 

. . 
llYOKO 1 :!'lag ship of Crudi T 5 . :pl. us 

· HAGURO 1n Carollnes, belieTed to be con
tin\llng to 8th Fleet operating area. 2 
d1Yis1ons of Subron 1 approaching Bismarck 
area from homeland. · CrudiY 7 escorted by 
units Desron 3 believed vicinity ~ew Bri
tain. Cocdesron 3 with staf! in Palao 
area. Comsubfor at sea, possibly return
ing Mandates, Tanker S~TA re~ins Truk. 
Comdr. Takao air at Kendar1. ZUIBO) 
HITAXA and RAYATAKA off southeast Honshu 
exercisi ng with target ship SETTSU. No 
indication other Carriers have departed 
Japan, Crudiv 8 plus Takao o! CrudiT ~ 
likense 1n home waters. MAYA (Crudiv It) · 
believed in compt:ny ATAGO - (flag of CinC · 

. -
- . . 

·· . ·· 
.· 

· .. 

. . ~ . 
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Seeond) and possibly approaching ~ew 
Br1 tain !'rom Truk. Comdesron 4 :1..n 
Naka 1n .Truk area, ~nd may proeeed 
saatheast. YURA be~eTed· 1n Truk
Rabau.l area. 
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OP.IGDU..t 
l December 194.4 

AUGUST 22 I 
0 1946 . 

It was noted th&t traft1e as old as dispatches 

of August 12 was be~g transmitted on Japanese circ~ts. 

An analysis of enemy traffic brought forth the !act 
.: 

that the average nucber _or Japan~se . dispatches inter

cepted daily during the period rrom August l to 

August 19 r.as 505. Ho~~Ter, on August 7, when United 

States forces invaded the Solomons, a peak of 733 dis

patches was reached. American operat~ons on August 20 

and 21 ~ere reflected in the 648 and 628 messages in

tercepted on those days~ 

Much opera~ional traf!ic .nas issued !roc 

Guadalcanal between 0600 and 0900 on August 21, and 

most o~ it appeared to deal with Allied operations 1n 

by Bouga1nv1~le ·to Ra baul1 from '::"here it TiaS forwarded 

to all major commandersi 

No.· 967 0: 

Bureau traffic appeared o~ little in
terest • 

. (COM 14 221936-TI) . . 
(Summary, 230600 1 August, No. 2) 
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~ ~ . . .. 
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QFJ:GIEJ-L 
~ i.>ecember 1944 

AUGUST 22 3 19~2 (Continued) 

lio, 968 
: 

Notec tra!fic as ola 
transmitted on Aug. 22. -
(GT#734-QPNAV 221930-!I) 

as Aug. 12 beU1g 

-_ (Swma.ry, 230600, August~ No. 3) 
_. 

··• No. 969 -

Regarding traffic 'volume: 
Ba.se~ on ll~tercepts by Station S, aver~ge 
number ~essages intercepteQ daily: !rom l 
to 19 August, less 7 Aug. r.as 505 
On 7 August, day of ·U.s. attack on 
Solomons 
·On lS August 
On 19 August 
On 20 August 
On 21 August _ 

- 733 
- 577 .-· 

579 

Next !dgbest aay prior 18th, on 14t h 
Volume for 22nd bids !air to exceed any 

648 
628 
548 

previous day. - -
(GT#73Z~?NAV 221745-TI) .. · - . 

- It was statec: 

. : .. : . ,: 

. . . 
... .... . . . . .. . .,., . .. .. . 

: . " · .. 
. '-: - ~ 

·- ·. 
· .- 1 • 

..:: .. . .. 
.... . .... : . 
·, . . .·# . . ' . 
·, . -

. · ... ~. ..... . . -

. . ·-· 

'· .. ~ 

. - -.. 

- '- -~' .. 
- - . · , 

·.: - - .,_.&~ ~. · . . · . . 
The above is supplementary to Item ·a, 

Page 6, R.I. S~~~ 221400 August. The 
peaks in 'intercepted ~raffic on _Aug. ~th, 
and ·on Aug. 20-21, reflect the operations 
which were carrie' out on those aates. 
(Summary, 230600, August, Ho, 4) 

. -. ... 

No. 970 

-. . . .. . . 

High precedence traf!'ic mostly 
- !'ined dissemination despatches !roc 

. - . Guadalcana.l Area. : . · _ _-

. (COY 14 ~21934-TI) - : -. -
·· (Sum:n~ry, 230600 1 August, No. 67) 
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AUGUST 22, 1942 (Continued) 

No. 971 

6TH BASE FORCE activity apparently 
dying down. Guad.alcanG.l. hz..ciio St.:.. tion 
_ · i traffic increasing. being relayed 

by Bougainville Ai.r _ . • to Rabaul. 
who in turn passes it to Kajor Com=anders 
under high precedence. 
(co~ 14-221936-TI) 

It was pointed out: 

' is the call of Lunga? (Guadu
canal) but is probab~y a portable unit in 
use by .1aps still not captl:.l"eci on GuaC.al
canal. to report intelligence on u.s. ~·orces. 
(Su:nmary, 2.30600 1 August, lio. 68) 

No. 972 

· LU!lga (?) . . was l:.galil active 
originator of great operQ.tioD.lll traffic be
tween 0600 and 0900 21st . Trc;.l·fic w~s all , 
addressed for action CINC 8TR FL~T .-,~ 
info COM.AIRRON 25 anci 8TH BASE 
series of allied ·attack or operations in 
that sector~ 
(BEL. 2206.32-TI) . . 
(~ummary, .2306001 August, ~o. 69) 

It was noticed that Rabaul broke ra~io silence 

to transmit to Jc.:panes.e ,·;arships in the Outer South 

Force at 1834 on t~s day. It r.ent silent in s~ 

minutes, and then transmitteti again about one hour 

later& 
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~RIGir~AL 
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AUGUST 22, 19~2 (Continued) 

!o, 973 

Rabaul ' lifted raUio ·· silence to 
ships ~ OUTER ·souTH FORCE at lS34, 22 August; 
imposed silence at 1840, and l.U'ted it again 
at 1936 • 
(GT-#730-QPNAV-221615-TI) 
(Summary, 221.4001 August, No. 19) 

The existence of the J'a~anese "c?attleship YA!HTO 

was proven by speci!ic mention in an enciphered dis

patch, It was believed that· the YAllATO uas serving 

as flagship for the Commander in Chief of the Combined . 

Fleetz 

No. 97l. 

Unidentified · adciressed Sup1-·ly 
Officer o! _ _ i •Y.A1!ATOif verifying 
existence this vessel. Message was into 
s.o. 3RD FLEET - : and Palao ciis-
bursing section; : : · • .. · . ... ~· · · · · 
{GT#733-QPNAV-22l755-TI) 

~ . 

It was notedl 

YAYATO 'believed Flagship 1ST or C01LBINED 
F'LEET with calls .·and . As so c1a-
tion with Southwestern Area is believed shown 
followings TI on August 17 indicated associa- .· 
tion between 1ST l 'LEET Unit ) Penang 1 
and CRUDIV 7 1 and ' believeci possibly 
acting as Flagship for CinC COUBil~ED. 
(Summary 1 2~11;00 1 August, No. 9) , 
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ORIGil.; AL 
~ Lecember ~944 · 

AUGUST 22, 19~2 (Contin~ed) 

Confirmation that the CEIKUUA was near ~rUk 

was received at this time, and the ATAGO ana YAYA 

were also reported in this area. 'The p~esence o! 

these un1 ts of Cruiser Division Four cont'i.med. the 

supposition that a tas~ force was gathering for 

operations under the Commander in Chief of the Second 

Fleet. It was also noted that two unidentified men-

o!-war were present in the Rabaul area: 

No; 975 

··. 

Cocment on Item l Summary 220600/~ 
August: 

1. No association of KO!lGO · 
with Marshalls has ever been noted here. 

2. Message betneen t-Ho ships such as 
ASHIGARA-HARUNA is generally without signi
ficance unl.ess a Fleet Command is included. 
This type message almost invariably deal.s with 

_ personne~, records, or accounts. . 
3. ~ available info on vessels of 

CRUDIVS 4 and 5 since S August place these 
units in TruK Area, however, only ATAGO and 
BAGURO have positively a~peared in Truk 
Communication Zone, from intercepts ava~
atle to OPNAV • 

4• DE:SDIV .. - Check, i.e. agree. 
5. One message was sent to Palao for 

C011CARDIV 2 and may have been in error. Also, 
may not1 At least one message for Stai"! 1ST 
AIR F·LEET was sent to Truk for deli very, and. 
at least t;;o appeare1 to originate !'rom Truk 
Area. How~ver, ciozens of despatches adc.i.ressed 

•• • • •• t.; 
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ORIGINAL 
l Dt:ceDber 1944 

AUGUST 22 1 1942 (Continued) 

Jo. 975 (Cont.) 

No . 976 

to 1ST AIR FLEET Commanti have bee:.~ placed 
on Tokyo Broadcast which is not the case 
rl th CinC '2ND who is known to be in !ruk 
Area. . 

6. The lST ·AIR FLEET GROUP which·was 
addressed by Saeki Air Radio Of£icer should 
be in Saek.i vicin.ity1 but one .ship (CHIKirJA!A) 
was positively shown by routing instructions 
to be in Truk Zone, and no com~la1nt from 
Truk Cowm,nication Officer bas be~n · not&G in 
regard to this. 

7. The ATAGO . :has c.ie!ini tely 
~ been associated 'with 5TH FLEET, and was 
directly addressed s~veral tim~s by Truk on 
21 August. · 
(GT#728-TI) (Snm•71ary 1 221.400 1 . August, No. 1) 

Traffic for A.TAGO , and MAYA 
__ _ :or CRUDIV 4 noted being routed to 

Truk -· ·bY Tokyo, tending to confirm 
movemen~ CRUDIV 4 to Southern Area. 
(BEL. · 220530-TI) . · ... · 

. . ~ 

It was observed: 

. Qn Aug. 211 Truk Radio uas heard ~om-
municating directly w1 th ATAGO · ) • 
The cruiser (tentatively UbYA) has 
been unreported since Aug. 11, but on that 
date, appeared iD a significant association 

· with what appe~ed to be a. possit·le TASK 
FORCE under command of 'CnfC 2ND FLEET. The 
possib~lity er.ists that CIIi C 2ND may be in 
ATAGO • the TASK FORCE unoer command 
o! CINC ·~~~ as aeduceu from associat~ons, 
ap'pears as follows: 

. . . . 
• ' . . . 

. . . . 
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j 
I ,. 

AUGUST 22, 1942 (Continued) ; 
., 

.. f• 

llo, 976 (Cont.) 
\ 

-
·. .. 

. -No, 977 

· No. 978 

' RA.R!JNA (BB) ... ATAGO ~CAl liYOKO (CA) 
MAYA ( CA) KONGO BB T.AAAO ( CA) 

· DESDIY WINA 2 'HAGURO CA DE~!>IV lUll 5 
-

. (~ummary, 2306001 . A~gust,. No. 35) ·... . 
• · , 0 •• •• ·. , .. · . 

. . . · •·. .. ... ·· . . 
•• • 0 ~· •• • 0 • 

', .'I ' •, 

.Traffic for . tentati~e cruiser .l · 
was routed to Truk for deliv~ry by ~o~o • .. 
This may be ship .~ . CRUDIV . 4. 
(BEL. 220530-TI) . ·, · 

It was remarked: 

. · ... -• 

·. •. . ~ 

~ . 

. · The unit ; has been in evi~ence 
since J.e. te April 19421 but 1 ts identity and 
type has not been clearly established, 

'.' 

was noted in association with sus
pected COMBINED FLEET Flagship . . , 
KAKO and FURU'XJ.KA of" heavy CRUDIV 6, and 

... . 

... 

unidenti£ied in per~onnel messages, 
on ..l.ug, 11. . · · 
(Uummary1 2306001 Au~ust, B~. 36) 

Traf!ic for CEIKUYA 
routed to Truk by Tokyo, 
cruiser in Truk Area, . 
(COM 14 221936-TI) · · 

. It was stated% ·. 

again 
confirming this 

.. •. 
0 . .... ~ . ' . .... 

.. . .. : ' .. 
• o :1, ,I • ~ 

' . . 
. ~ . 

. ·' 
. . . ; -' . 

. · ... · ··.' .. 
GT believes that· if CHii<..U:U is in . 

Truk Zone the following ships may also be : · : . · 
there: 

·· . . 

7l3 
... ... 

l . 
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AUGUST 22, 1942 (Continued) 

No. 978 (Cont.) 

Jo. 979 

K.IRISE:DU CRUD!V 18 
HIEI DESRON 10 
ZOIK AKU C).RDIV l 
SHOiU.laJ Un1den t. SIHO 0 
NAG.AR.l ··TONE 
There bave been indications NAGA?.A, 

SHOKA:m 1 and CJJIDIV 1 may be in vic.1ni ty 
of ~ruk. 
(Summary, 230600, August, No. 31) 

2 unidentified men~of-war 1n Rabaul 
Area - i and ~ August 22. 
(GT #737-QPNAV 22230Q-TI) . 
(Summary, 230600 1 August, No. 77) 

Traffic concerning the KAKO, a unit in Cruiser 

Division Six, inc..ica ted that this ship bad ei tber been 

sunk or severely damaged in action in the Solomons. 

The ~ate of ~s ship had not been def~1tely determined 

at this point since available evidence ~as co~tradictoryJ 

No. 980 

Chiefs of Staf1" COM:BINED, 21m, 1ST AIR, 
STR, 4TH J.i'LEETS, anci Naval General Staff; in
formation COMDESRON 2 1 ComCRODIV 6, COYDESDIV 

· 34, and unidentified ; C01Uil::SRON 2 
and CRODIV 6 both frequently aadressed by 8TH 
.FLEET seec to come under llXH AIR J.i·LIJ:;T for 
.operation.s. 

. . (COM l..4 221938-TI) . .. 

714 
. "' 

... 

·. 

··--
..... . -· 

~ . ·. -
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AUGUST 22, 1942 (Continued) 

Jlo, 980 (Cont.) 

No. 981 

No. 982 

It was ~pla1neciz 

CRUDIV 6 1 DESRON 2 1 DESDIV 34, appear 
in the Solomons Area. 
(Summary, 230600, August, No. 70) 

Traffic originated by ship of CRUDIV 61 
under cover call ~ is being passed by 
tokyo to Truk for delivery to COMCRUDIV 6 
· ·~ Station Serial liumbers of tbis 
despatch suggest ship to be former flagship 
of CRUDIV 6, possibly the K.AKO ' - ·• 
This ship apparently enroute to ~mpire for 
repairs following the action in Solomons, 
(BEL 220617-TI) · 
(Summary, 230600 1 August, No . 34) 

Cruiser ~0 and COMDESDIV 30 
(ORI 33) shown in Rabaul Area. 
(COM U 221936-TI) . . · · · 

.. . . • • • t 

It was declared: 

The Commanding Officer of KAKO ap}Jeared 
aboard YARU enroute to Empire on Aug. 
19th, .due to arrive Aug, 24th. This indicates 
ih.a. t the KAKO was sunk. 
tSummary, 2306001 August, No. 75) 

715 ....... 
. . .. 

( .. 

.· 

.·.:.-

~~-- .... 



· ~,:e ~:r~.·-~~·~~~::J~:~~r~~:~,:~;·~tt~f::~!,i-1%~;~- -~~'!->t~:-~~7:~~-~·1?};::.· 
. t- .. . • .• • :-• , . . ... , .. .. -; .: . . • • ••. .• ,,": :, r-.~ .... . ~ · .... ·. .·· .:..": - · : . . -~:· ~-:: 

· ,::: , • ••. ~ -· .• : • • : .~:~ ... / . -i ':::--#t: ,--~i::~:~ : .• ·.:::{!c{%~;i}(t}ti~d;.~~~5i;~~:Sl¥~~:-; : .. 
• -·; : AUGUST 22, 1942 :(Con t~e4) . -~: .:..· :..r. :-•'-~~--., - .<( , -. , . '.!-7:. :-· :_..· .-.~ ~ _;-_,. ·,. -.., · .. ·'!I ·, · ...... . 

"" : . ·:. ·~-: • . ·..I 

.. . . ..,·: . 

. ' 

_ .. _:~: :;; ~ o·: Ei5\{'~~: ~;;,~·ihi~~:~~: ::-~ ·'.·i~:~t.::.~~~:~{~L:~\·\~£:~~~D'~~-i~~{~~ .. :t· 
~·· ·'13ureau o! Personriel ·aCicixessed· Command~· ~:;'· , · :._:...,-.., · · . . . 

• .... • ,J 
. .: ·· - •1 ::• " I • .· . . 

•· •• : I ing. O.ff~c:er .K.AKO . . . . . ~ - at 0844, .August _ ·~. ~~:-~··:: :::. ·· 
• .;_:i :·: ·~ .- ~;-~·: .. ~; :: .··.· ... _~,<~· llessag e wa~ ·-·~eli ver~d . to .lURU _. __ .... j by : .. ::· -~. :_ .-~ -:-: .. ·.,.;·: · - : 
--~ --~: -~"·.. .. .. -- ·~ ~ .. · _, :. ~ Rabaul. """': ·.· · ... 1 •· • • • • • •• . ....... -: • ·=::·· . :•':~~..-: ~.;:: ... -~·; . -: ~.~: · ;.;~ - ;.:-~ ~ --::-.. ~.~ , .. ~-~ .:.·. ... --~ ;; _ . ; -J • • :.~ • • • -~,. :-. (G: #737-QPNAV 222,:30o-fi) - :; .~_-; .. ~-· · · ~-- · ... =-~ ·::· ·· . : ·~: ... :-..:: · ·:: · .~, .;:,: 

,.:.~t~i:.:~· : "' ;, : :; · <,\~: ;:;;J ~;:,~;r~r. z~ :~~~ . ~~-te~;.;:{.: ~:·~::~}:~~:t£li':~ \tit:;?~~ i li:!t' ·· 
; -~. ... . . ' :··-· .:/ .... · ... · . The ·K..Am bas' been- inc:ticated. as ··sUnk .-or···:..·_..-. ::~;-:· :··· · 

-.·:. ~- .. -. ·.·. ';: ~ · .'damageci in the soiomon ·Area. ''Wheth1:r ·this.-· :·-_,··~ ·~-: ·:_:~ .. ··. <·· 
·~= .·.- .·._ .:-.~ ..... -....• : : '= sbip .was sunk 'bas nct . . :t>.een _de!init_ely de~er~: .:-:' >.'. ·_ ·._._-._.·;· 

··; -~,~-: :: ·. _, ., _, .. - • -~~----~~~·-.~~~;~}-.~30::~=0~:;.~~f:.t{'~:.~, ~~,tt~:~::i_;fji~te~~~i~_-· 
' ~ .. - .· .. _-···'\ :: :.:::-·.It ~as· ·not~d ··for the· :!irst· time tba t Cruiser - ~ --._, --~- - - .. ·. · 

• • t' . · . :-- ~ -- .. .. .. . - • • • • • .• • •• • • • •• • .. . .... -~· · J ..... . · · , ... .. ·: · ... . . :.,· • .· 

··· :·--~-~~--~- ~-: .. ~- . ; .,·- - ~-~~i~sion·-.· ~even, 4 ·app;oaching. t ruit; ~as · :~:~-~om~aiued:· bJ' -~ :\):~.:._ 
~ . 7-' •. • ': . . . ..... .. · .. :.... ·. . •' \::.~ ..... :··.:!~ . :· .. , .. 
\til .· ... ·· · :two .a.es t roy ers& . : .. _-:: --~· .. .-·· ._ .. ·· .. . ·. · .. . _.-:. · .· . ... .. · .. 

... :. .. :~; .. ... • ._ . • ... 0 • 

~; . ··' :_..:; :;, .. ~. ·, ;: j .· ·;,':.: ~- .;~.i: :·;~ .· ~:~-- ~--.:-::·· ~-- . -... : · :; ·.~ 
... ... ...... ::. ~ .. 

·- .. ·· . .. · ; .· .. · . . " . . ·. : .. ... . . - -. 

J 

No, 
· ~ .· 
' .. .- · .. 

. .... ,· . 
-- · .~=: 

·. 

· ·· ... ': .. : ~- .,:;.; ., , .-. ·~·- ·.·. -·--.~·.-· . .-·: •. -...,-.,in ._DESD:IY. ' · -be~eyed 1n ~company . . CRODIY , -~ • -...... '!- - ~~- • .-_. 

... _:'· .~:_..- ~ .. ·· :~··;.::·-...... :_:· .. ~·· · · · 7, · and · approaching Truk. ·. ~:··- c· ... ·-.. :·: -~· ·r;:;__ ,; ·,:, · -: ... '.:· ·~~ · ".: .: >.~ :_ .. 
;:: .. .; · · . ... . ~-",' -~ · .-.-· :-: .. .. · -~.' ,-., '.-~ {GT ,7,2-QPNA.V· 221745-TI) . : _!:·~:· .-1'~-~~·--.\.; .-.-: . .: ~·. -· ; ·'·_.,~.;_ .. · _- :;_.,~ ·:1,. .'\: -=· 

:. ~~~~ ;iif~ -- : :::.~ ~::::;· :,!;~ ~:J.~::F:t~iJ~~v·F~~;~~i.~~l~~:~:: ~o~~:I~j:;/Ii~~~;?:;;z,{_~W~,~~~:;{~: . · . 
·· · ·.:.. -- ,. · .. . ~ -.:::· ·.: ':-' ~.'_ .:-: ..... -·- ~his is ·. the fir st _asso~iation ·or these ... --:~::;.;.~ ~ :;-:· .. : : 
·. ~ - ··.:: ,<_·:_ . .;·f~:_-· .. _. <'<~.:.:: .. _:~ : destroyers ~~h CRlJl?IV 7 . ~oteti .'in UI. · - 9RUDIY .':!t>~>.:-: .... S· .. _ 
·.; ~~:--::.: .. ·. ' •. ~ . .-.<·· -~--- ··)_'- .. ~ .. ·:-~'.' ·_.·7 --w~s· de!ini.tel.y:. as~ocia ted :wi ~h Sout~e~s~e:rn': .- :-::=':"~· -:· ·.: .. 

.. ~·.·_ · .-... :' ·,~. - -... . ~ · . _. ... : . . ..: .. '.: .;.~ ~ ..... Area ~ by Bel. TI .. on Aug • . ~. · .~· .... :~ · - ··.~:-,·~:~ .. ~· ~~~(.:.:~ ... _; :~ ; ·· ·~···{ '~~·,.~~ ~,·~· · .. 

.. • • _._ .. · -' • ·· ·-- · '· ·~ --.... 7 • ··· - ·' ···,·{summary· ·· 2.,30600 August No · 37) ~ ...... .. :-.. ·- ·-;':,. :-.:-:-·~ ---·=·' .._ ·· ·• ·· 

· -·"· · -...···~. 
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AUGUST 22, 1942 (Continued) 

. ' 

It appeared probable that the KASEDlA~ a ll&ht 

cruiser~ bad departed !rom the Empire !or the South 

Paci.f'j.c: 

Ho. 985 , 

KASHD!A _ . : originated ci.espa tch 
at 0930, 20th, which is typical movement 
report an~ manner .of r~uting suggests that 
ship departea Ku:e, possibly for Southern 
Area. . 
(BEL. 220648-TI) .. 

It was commented; · 
4 ' 

KASHIMA, light cruiser, appeared in 
Saipan Zone on Aug. 21st. · 
(Summary~ 230600, August, No~· 38) 

!he Commander of Cruiser Division Eighteen 
. . 

was sti~ very· active in the B~~-Lae operations 

r.here he .had been associated with the Fifth Specia~ 

Landing Force. 
:. ._ .. 

No. 986 ·. ·' · . 
. Using. Rabaul cover COMCRUDIV 18 continu~s 

· . .. · to appear as SOPA in Bu.."'la Lae Operations. 
Despatch probably originated by COMCRUDIV 18 
at 1500 on ~1st was addressed to 
•Hakentai Siki at Buna", infor~ation to 5TH 

'· SPECIAL LANDING :F'ORCE, CinC 8TH FLE:;.T and 
enciphered uro..riK.AWA TAI TEU•. Possibly 

'-.. 

. . . . .. .. 
0 o # 0 . . ~' . . . 

~ ·: . 

t: · .. 

. . . . . - .· :. ·. . ''- .- .. ... 
.. -~ . . ~..,- ' : - . : . . . . . 717 ; 

. . ,·.; · .. , ... . . .· . . ~ . . ·- . 
~ ·. ... ·. 

• ,. : v , . •. . ~ 
~. . ... . 

• • ! • 

.. 
·. 

. . 
· ' . 

' •. 

· . .:· . . -
·""'' 
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AUGUST 22, 1942 (Continned) 
.. . ,. ~;. ... . . . .· 

·. 
!o, 9S6 (Cont.) 

. ~ . . 
~· 

- 0 

'units attached to FU.TIKAWA lURU remained 
Rabaul Area when that vessel departed North- - · 
ward with GENZJJl AIR GROUP. · ·. 

..· ·. -

. . ... 

: ~· 
0 · ' 

:- 0 ( cou 1.4-220708-tl) .. . . 

" . .. .· . ... . 
Hakentai Siki is interpreted .to =~an 

Detachment Commander. 
FUJIK.lV:A u..I TEU is believeo. to mean 

, ... ... .. .. 
. :: - .- · 

. .. . . 

FUJIKAWA Detachment Commander. . 
TI on 18 .Augu.st indicated CRUDIV 18 in . ·. 

Buna Area associated w1th '#5 SPECIAL LANDING 
ro~. - : 

FUJIKA~A UARU on ·l7 August Yas indicated 
apparently 1n Empire ~th slight indication 
of furthar movement to Sa1pan Area. 
(Summary, 22l400, August, No. ·l8) 

. 
Several destroyer units were prominent 1n 

. . ·. 
. ·. 

i.,· : . 

. ·.· ... · . ,., .. 

.. ... '":. . 
ope·ra tional traf:f'ic on August 21; 1942. 

0 1 . . _:, 
SiDce they ! · . . . .. 

·:· ... . . :·· 
.. . . had been consistently active 1n -:operational traffic < . -· · .. 
· ~ · duriii~ ~r·~ceding. da~~ 1~ ~s ~~e-~t~~d t~·t they. ~~r~-~ : ···~·> 

~tationed a~ certa~ l~c~ti~~s : ~ -~h~ ·.Sol~mo·n~ to · .'~~~u~· .::: ._: . 
for Allied str!lli~ forces ·· ~r to ~i.d 1n Japanese 1~~· ... ·;.=:. · . 

. i.ng operations. Th~~~ e.vide~t co~pereition. 'nth .ot.her ~ :.: -~ · ::_ -... 
. . . . .. . ""· 

destrorer units and the Commander or ·cruiser Division ·: : ·· . . .... 
· · ~ . · Six created the impression that they might also be- . ··:. . . . · '·. .. 

• 0 

come part of an enemy task !orce in this area~ . In · ·- · · ·. 
· .. · . ··-· .. · .. . ·,. ' "': . . .. : - ~- .. 

·. .. . . 
.. .. . ... . 

• " - . ·:.. 0 ~ 
\ '• . .: .. . ; .. .... . . .. .. . 7 f8 :r .. .. : 

<~· .·: . ·~· . k· 0 ~.. ., 

.. .. ,_. ~ .. . . 

~ ' _:.;_;:-:· :_, : <:~ ·, .. · ·._ •. · .. . · ·-. ,; . . . . .. 
. ... . . .. : .. 

.. .... . ... . . .i-· 0 
• 0 0 

• ••• .i. ." · .• ~. ~ . .. 
• 0 0 # • 
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AUGUST 22, 1942 (Continued) 

addition to these destroyers, there were small units 

operating as lookout posts anti forwarding their 

observations to the destroyersl 
,_ 

No, 987 

Destroyer Un1 ts I anti ~ and 
'were also active with operational 

traffic during early mor.nL~g 2lst1 possibly 
in~icating contact with allied ~orces. Con
sistancy of operational traffic from these 
units over the past few days suggests these 
destroyers are stationeQ at strategic posi
tions in the Solomons Area for purposes of 
observing allied movements or to aid in series 
of Japanese landing operations. 
(BEL. 2206.32-TI) 
(Summary, 2.30600, August, No. 76) 

No. 988 

Guadalcanal · 
in operational triffic 
Destroyers _ and 
(COM 1..4-220708-TI) - -

) continued prominent 
associated with -.. . 

It was observedl 

TI on August 21 indicated DD ~ o! 
IJESDIV 1 1n vicinity Tulagi anC. meiintains 
closest association· with , : has 
been identified as a DD in DLSDIV 29. 
(Summary, 221400, August, No. 2.3) 

719 -

"';::o- 1 
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AUGUST 22 1 19L2 (Continued) 

Bo. 982 

DD ___ _ _ ~ in DESDIV 2~, DD : U1 
DESRON 1, and COMCRODIV 6 . 1 associated 
in operational traffic in general Rabaul 
Area. i originated several short 
despatches-· to· ~ _ ,~ during even.ing of' 21st. 
Evidently these two DDs cooperating or in
tending to ·rendezvous for joint action~ 
(GT #729-QP'Hla.V 221515-TI) . 
(Sulscuu71 ~.21400, August, lio. ll) 

No. 990 

DDs -~ !, CO~ESRON 2 1 and 
COMCRUDIV 6 appear . to comprise a Task Force 
in Solomons Area, 21 August. 
(GT #730-QPNAV-221615-Xl) 
(SUlll!!:ary, 221400, August, No. 22) 

No, 991 

Calls and . appeared 1n no 
originator Operational type despatch at 
l800/2lst. These were addressea in care 
destroyer - _: and are probably smal1 
Qetachments equipped to oper~te as lookout 
or observation posts &f'ter landing (units 
usL~g similar· calls have been i~entifiea as 
lookout posts in Mandates area ~rior be-

. gin.rdng of war) • · · : 
(BEL-220556-TI) . . . 
(Sw:m:a~, 2306oo, · August, :Nq.··4·3y 

A tmit of Destroyer Division Riyu Seven was · . . 

active at this time~ Destroyer Divisi'on Thirty · left 
. . . . 

. - . t 

·. • -. 
. . ~ 

· .. ~· 
·., t • .. 0 

.. 
. . . 

. . . -... 

-. 

Rabaul !or Truk and a unit of' Destroyer Squadron Three · · . . . 

' · ·. 
·. ~ . 

·•.· ··. : 
... 
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AUGUST 22 3 1942 (Continued 

. . 
,. 

ORIGr.N AL 
1 December ~944 . 

was en .route from ·paJ.ao to Rabaul · via !ruk. . The :first· 

section of Destroyer Division!wenty~seven was ·active · . 

1n the J'a~uit-l!arshall I .slands area,· anci the· .destroyers 

· · _l .and _ .. -·.. ) were · near : 1'ruk and Rab~ul1 · resp~ct- . : 

· · ... ·' 1vely-,. T~a!'!.ic ·~·ri~ina~~~ b~ ·~~-~~~ep~r- .. Di:~sion .· · ~ ·;:-- · 

! :. 

-· .. 

Sixty-five inaicated that it was active in the Yak1n 

area where American forces bad been raiding$ 

No. 992 

• . • •· l, 

· · Destroyer ) of DE;SDIV _ · at.· ' · 
2015/20th, sends one to SHO~~u, NAGARA, 
TOKYO and TRu~ RADIO Stations, delivered to 
SHOKAKU and NAGARA via Tokyo Broadcast. 
(COY 14-221936-!I) 

It was - remarked% . '. 

. . . 
Reported by BEL. 220617. See No. ~009. 

(Sumr:..e.ry, 230600, ·August, No. 20) :- ·r ..... - · .: · ·· 
• : •• 0 • ·: • • • , • 

·~ . . ; . ... 
•' ' 

No, 993 ·. : . . · . . 
. .• : : t .... 

. . _,·. 
· . . . .. 

·, 

· · . . DESDIV :;·a · · • indica ted departirig . 
· Rabaul Area for Truk by heading of Communication 

... Zone report ori~inated 060l/2~st. · . 
·. (BEL. 220556-TI) · . · · · · ~ . 

(Summary, 2306001 August, No; 41) · · 

·no. 994. . 
: . .. ... , 

Destroyer ,of DESRON 3 sent Comm~ 
.· · ·zone~·report at 12251 21st, which indicates 

. :- .721 .. . ... 
: ·.. . 

• 1 • • • 

. . 
. ·•. 

.. . . .. . 

\ 
'. 
:· 

; 
• :.· · 0 



, . 

·. 0. 
. -~ . .. 

A ·.- ·. 
~ . . 

· . . ·. 

·- :- - . ··- - -- - . ----, - - -:- . ---- -;-·- - · ~ --~----. - ------ --:-
:"' •t . .- .. . . -

ORIGINt.L 
1 December 1944 

AUGUST 22, 1942 (Continued) 

." ·lJo. 994 (Cant.) 

· .. movement that \ll:Ut t'rom Pal.ao to Rabau.l via 
Truk. There have been several indications 
that •possibly Yith other destroyers 
will act as escort for a convoy during above 
passage. 
(BEL. 22053Q-TI) 

·.· 
lt was stateds 

Destroyer : was placed at ·Palao by 
_ '· on Aug. 20. a~ 'ltas possibly associated 
rtth l!ARU j usc placed at Palao on 
20th. 
(Summary, 2306001 Aug~t., No; 74) 

No. 995 

.. . 

. , 
First section of DESDIV 27 which is now 

assi~ed to 6TH BASE FORCE consists of DDs 
. . _ and .SH!GURE (?) ·, . • ~ 
(GT 729-0PNAV-~21515-TI) . :: .. . · ... · 

It was explaineCi: · · 
. . . . . . 

. . . ' On 20 August from DI we obtained. . ·· ·. 
·· •DESDIV 27 (l.ess 2UD Section) is attached 

directly to this Unit.u Despatch was ~rom . 
6TH BASE FORCE whose Axe'a includes Jalui t- ·. · · 
Harshall Islands and Wake. . . · · ., .. -
{Summary; 22~001 ~ugust1 No . 14) , . 

... ·0 0 ._ 

No. 996 · · . . · .. 

. . . 

. .. ; . .. 

. :. . . 
. . . ' "·· . . 
: . . 

... ·. -
.·; v .. -~ 

. . ~ . . . 
DD ' in Tru.k Area, 22 August. 
(GT #730-QPi{AV-221615-TI) 
(S~ry1 221400., August., No, 13) 

.. . - ~ . . . : . ~ . 
, • . 

.... '. 
. . .... . . .. .... . 

. . . ' i 
. . . . ·' ,.· .... ...4 ··: 

· ... · 
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tfo, 997 

.,, . 
. ~ ."" . . 

. . . 
~:... . . ... .. 

.... ' .,1. . . • :: : .. . 
0 • • • ~. • • 

I • . . . . . • 

DD ·was clirect communication w1 th 
Rabaul at --1830, 22 August. 
(Ot#~JD-qP.N~V-2216~5-XI) 

It was· declared& . . . ., , . 
. ~ .. ... 

. ' ... . ·-
.. ~~ :· , . 

n on ·AugUst ·20 il:tdicated JW:i.::.Or~wa.r ·_.. · :; .~_ · ·._.:' .- · 
l o! 1ST AIR FLEET in P.a baul Area. . . -... .. . 

{Summary 1 22.1.4001 August, lio. 20) '" 
. , .. . ···· 

Jo, 998 . .. .. 
. . . . . 

HINESWEEPER DIVISION 65 .·was · · ·. - .: .· 
originator o£ Operational type despatch ·at ·· · · · 
ll00/2~st which as so cia tions suggest is in ... . _. .. . "''· 

·connection w1 th act1 vi ty lla.kin .Area. · · .. · 
.(BEL-220556-TI) . · · -. .- . · --~. " _"- ~· ,_·. · 
(~u.mmary, 2306001 August., ·llo, 42) . ~: ~ _ _ 

1 
.... . , • • ·.\ • 

: ... ... _ ·::·· '.\ .. .. -
·. American traf.fic analysts de ended to ignore _._ .'· ... ~: . 

. ~ .. . ~r. '-.. 
. .. . .. - ,, .. _ . 

. previous 1n~cat1ons, based on the routing o! one . ; . ~ - ~- -

- _ . _. ._:. di~~t_ch~- tna:_t .t~ -~~-~d~~ of c~~;i_~r ~i.~~io~--~~--~-~:~/\,, 
.. - - was :s~illn~ · S~uth." The. ~s;outing · of this ·disi;a.tch · -":: .. -_ ·. 

-. . ·' . . .· . ··:' ,_ . . . . . ·: - -~-- ~- ,. .... ·_. . 
. · . ~: · . was ascribed to the tremendous confusion experienced ~ -.. ···. 
- :_ .. . . ·. . .· . . ... . . . - .. . . .· . . . . -~, -. -
_ _. . -~ - : _ :- at t~t time by . Japanese communica t1on officers. __ · It_- ~·: -.. · . . 

. . .. ~ . . . . . . . \ 

r.as conceded that radio . deception migh~ be adop~~.d: by . :. _. _-
. ·. -. _. . . . . ·. . . ' . . . . . . . . . ' . . - ·. - ~~ .- .. . . 

. the Japanese, ·but it w~s stated that the enemy•s · · - \ . -~ · 
: . . · .. - ·- -. . :' ·' ·- ~ 

' ·; ~ ·, : 'method or. routing 'disp.a tches did not con.i'orm to this , ·. · : 
•• .. . : · • ·': • • t • • . - •• , .:- • - . 

· · ' _, - . theo·ry-.· ·_.However1 ·1t was ·. thought t~t Carrier Divisio~ ~:, _ _. ·_ 
. . . . . .- . ~ . \. \ 

... , · • , . • ·•.. • ' • 'I • · \. '· 

• • ·... . • - • • w .- • •. - .. • ; · .. . ~ • • : 7 2 3. . -=..· ·.\ . 
• • • • • ) . .. • • . .... • • • •• • ' •• 0 ,· ·.: • 

·, . ~. . . ~~-·- : . ·:. ·. .· ... : .. · ... ·~ . :·: -.· __ ..... ·.·- . . • ~· . . ,. .. _ '.· . _·._. -~ ,~ ... . :- ~:-_·:~··r __ ._.\, .. 
:· : .: .. :.... · ' - . • --- i\ 

. .. ., . ~ r·· . :. ;, • .. . :. ... ·. ~ .. · · .' .. : .. ; .:~, , . , · • · , · ! .. · . . . •. . _ 1 • l •.: ._ .. ::-•.:.: :1 • '"""':.A· .. ·• • ·.• '•• .: .. ·• ·~ : •' ._· • ;·:·.:· ··: . .-..... . ··. . .. • =-~ ···· .:.·~·· ,· !' 
• • • .' r , •• •, , •. • , I 

... • • •• • ; • • 0 · .. : .. • • • • • • ' • • ... . 0 0 ' .. '-: ··=-·-: · .. " .... - '· 
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ORIG::~.A.L 
~ December 1944 

AUGUST 22, 1942 (Continued) 

Two and the ZUIBO were at sea, although their eu.ct 

location was not knownl 

No, 999 

~peci£ic routing instructions show 
COlfCAF.DIV 2 . I and BOSHO J 
to be at Kure· ~ - ·- · ~ at 1800, -21 AUgUst. 
Previous indication that COUCARDIV 2 was 
enroute southbound based on routing o£ one 
message to Palao should be aisregar~e~. The 
numerous instances of specific routing instruct
ions and the e~tremely large number of service 
messages from shore stations ini"orming other 
.oft'ices tha. t they are not guard £or vc:.rious 
un1 ts whose traffic has been sent to them 
!or de~very indicate confusion of cocmuni
cation offices as to ship locations. i'd:li.le 
deliberate deception is a possibility traffic 
cloes not have that ap.pearance. If deception 
is being attempted it is poorly planned, It 
is believed that locations describeti as •by 
specific routing instructionsn should be 
considered accurate whereas simply ~by traffic 
routing• should await con£1rmation or repetition 
before being accepted. Note that Jay com
munication system is han~g a buge volume 
o! traffic at the pres~t time.* 

*Approximate figures being assembled, 

(GX#731-QPNAV-221715-TI) 
(Summary, 221400., August, No. 8) 

No. 1000 

CJJIDIV 2 ·,, ZUIBOO . J and 
Carrier Plane Groups again active on 5910 kcs. 
Other carriers unheard. 
(BEL. 2205.30-TI) · 

· (Summary, 230600, August, No. 12) 724 
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l ~ Decemoer 191;4 ·· 

. AUGUST 22, 1942 (Continued) 

No, 1001 

%okyo at 1130, Au~. 22~ broadcast move
ment report !rom shi.p _ .~ in l.ST .AIR Jo'LEE'!* 
to CINC lS! AIR FLEET indicating that dell ve-.7 
already effected to Kovement Report Office 
To~o 1 llaizuru Addres-s • ·.! 1 COMCA.RDIV 2 
at Kure; info HOSHO at Kure. 
(GTI7J2-QPNAV 22J.7 45-TI) . · 

It was noted: 

CINC 1ST AIR FLEET has be: en recei v:ing 
bis trai"!ic via Tokyo broacicast for some time1 
an~ on Aug. 21, CABDIV 2 was also indicated 
as rece1v1ng his tra..f.i'ic in the same manner. 
The icien ti ty and type of .the . ship i is 
unknown. · · · 
(S~ary, 2306001 August No. 15) 

No. 1.002 

YOKOS~~ AIR \ addressed SAEKI 
AIR ~ . J info ·zu-rBO !, Yokosuka 
and Kure Commanqants and very q,uestionc.ble 
Jaluit address • at 0945, Aug. 20. 
Deli very to ZUIHO only was by · Tokyo broacicast. 
(GT #732-QPNAV 221745-TI) 

~ . . 

It was indicatedJ 

. ... . 
, . ~ -
·. . 

·. 

•. 

• • 7, ... 

·. 

. . . .. 
I • 

ZOIHO has been associated for past !ea . . 
days with CO:MCA.RDIV 2 in HIT.AA.J., and the B.AY.AT.At.A. · 
CARDIV 2 has been inaicated previously as 
receiving his traffic via Toh-yo broadcast, 
inclicating that this aivision is at sea, but : 
without indicating their exact location. 
(Summary, 230600, August, No. 16) ... 

. · . . , •... 
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)~:~::;· ~ -:'.':· _-.:·~-;~ _. AUGUS! 22, 194~- (Contin~d) . ·:· -~ _,:- ~!~.) _· ·-:· .. _ :, ·,-.. <· · 
• ' ,.J • ~ • • • •• .... ~ S . ' :,. . I •. ' • ;,• .: • • , •' ,.. 

~· '"' ~ i, .. _.-:- -·. :~ . • ..:. - • • ·: ..,. :: '"' ·' : • .. . \ ~. .. . .-,.:: · 
!"""" ••• 

-~>_:/<~. <.-. ;:-_~:··~:···-··:~~-- - - : , · 'Evidence . 1ras~ a:"ee~ting to indcate that.'' .:.:. ·: 
.: .. .. :~· •• ., f• : •, . • ... ·-':: :; .. ~-~: -. 

· ·-· ·. ; .... the Comnanoer-o! the first Air Fleet was intend1n~ · ·· · .. ·• · . . 
,, .: f •• : . • • '·· • 

:: .. -. . ·,·.: : 

r • . to ta~ par~ _ .in .enemy operations. in the !ruk. ar~~-:o! -- ~ -- ---~:~ ~ 

>·:.·-· ... · A po--;sible rendezvous rlth the CoDander ·in · Chiet' ~ ~- ; · .. .:: . · · 
. ... . .. . . ., . -~·=· · ·./ ~ · .. - ~ 

... · .. -.. ~; ~. .. . . 
·. 

·-'~ .;: . -~· _- ·~·~ or · the Se-~.:>~d F~eet .. at ·Truk ·was envisageC.. · .Dispa:t~·s · _., ~ 
_ !~ .. -: ~-~ ' : ·" ... · ·:~· . . :. :':~ . · .. . . .. . . . . - - . - • . · .. .... . • . .. \. t . : ~-: . .... • :: ~ -.• ·: • . '.!..:._·:.~ . .. 

,· ., !_~· ')..: '- ·· · ·. · ' 11h.ich concerneC.. the First Air neet also de:nonstra ted ·> 
: ~.: . . . . . . . .. ' . . . . . . ... : ~ ~ : . -;-::. 

'_'~ · . ." . th~ 'JIO~sibiD ty . of ··a ·mOVG~ut . oi the 'co.mm.mder #~f .. \_- ~:;.·. · ,~· _: .. 
• • • • • • 1 • • • • •"'-' '\ • : · . : c 

·; . 

·-· 
.; 

... J ·. 

, .,. .... : 

·. 

. · 
"' . , _ .- ·_. .. . 

1 
• •• Carri~r b.i vision bo. · !he movement of Fi::rst A1.r _-. • .... , • ,_ ; 

: 
Fleet· tenders ·to the South, the · increase in tra!'!"i ~ ~ .. 

. . . fo~ the -c~efs of .. Stari. _Seeonci- ne~t~·-· i..Il~ "the "-:r~,;.t-~ 
. . 

· .. 1ng of the Frist Air ~Teet _ ~o Truk pointed to the.· · . 
·' 

.. . . : ;. : 

same ~onclusion: .. ~-.~ . •.· • 0 .... 

• I • 
•t 

...... .:· . • . 

. ~ . ·. .. . 

. .. · .. 

·, 

.. :7 _: .. . . . '. ., :0: •• ; • - ~ - • • •• ~ . . ••• ... •• 0 . - ,· ··~-. ~ ·_. ·"'" : : . · ~ 
-··. ··-- .·. No. 1003 -.. -·; _ .~ ·:-- . .. -. ·· ·· .- · · · ~- . .... - ._::. ; 

J . ·· : ..... ., .• • . •. -·. •.•. :...c-: :. · •. · ' '.,· · • ,· ~ ~· '··:- · .. .... 
·_. ·,, ·:~ -··.· .·· . .-.·~: __ .._<_.. __ _, __ -.-:::~o. ·--,~- --- .-___ .._-_·'comdr. 1ST AIR FLEET . • originated. ·~--- --:- . <--~-_.:· 

· · · ·· · · · · ' '·. ·.- .:... · .· - ~ · ciespateh 'at 121.2.· 20th, to Chief of Sta!'f · · · .. · ·- · · 
:. '· · ~ ~., ~ _: ; . :·:. _. ~ _ .. ,: •

7
• •• , . 3RD FLEET - ·· .·; info CO!.rr;l.SDIV 8 ' ;_, :: _.'·. ·:-_.- <:_ ··.·· · 

,._. · ·: . Destroyer ) and Seert;taries ~ssar· . ,,t ·. · ' • T 

. ---~ .-~ . 
>· .. :· . . · ... 

.. :.·~ .-. · •. . . • . ,I and Su.rab&.ya ., - . - - ·,~ EASE l:'O RCES. , · '· .. · ~ .. : . 
.. ·. l.light be in connection Tilth covement lST ·AIR ~ _:: 

• · . . .. · .- .-.- 1-'LBET Au:dl1aries in areas in<iicateC., but : ~~- -·:..·- --.~, 

.. ~ . ':.-

"·- · ~ .. ·· · · .-.·: · . ·. a~~o suggests S.i-11 t of 1ST AIR :r·LBET \'11th . .- '· .:. -~·- · · · 
~ ~ : .. ' · - , ·, · .. .. ·. ·.: . _. . ·. · · · s:-me units in Palao-Celebes Area ana. others . · · · 

. . -r . ..... ,. . f( .. .. .. . - • -

: .· :. ·. · · .. · .·.~ . _. : .· rendezvousing with CINC 2ND 1n TrUlt. Area. · .·- · =·.- • _- , . 
-.. --: · · -~ . -: (BLL 220530 TI) . · · · . · · · · - · · -- •• .- 1• .- · · 

---·.-·. · · · -· · .-:·; ... (S~ary, ~30~00, Augu·s~, - No. 1.3)"· . ·_' · .·.-. :_ ,.:_': ,. --.·· 
·- - < 

.•· 

.. .. ~ .. . . ~ ; . ~·-' 
'.. ·.-. - · •• # ' • ·: : , • ... . . ,. 

:·· .. 

. ·. i. ·. . . 

' •• 0 ... , . 

'i ! Nit£! a±JQ a s .CL£ 46 

. . ·•·· ... 
. . . _, : .. :.-.:.. . 
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AUGUST 22, l9k2 (Continued) . . 6 · . - • . J • • .. · : . ·' . ·. : .. 
... . . . ·' .. ,· .. . . · . . · ' ·.·· . 

. .c.;li_o._,--=l~Oo::.OA.::::~. .. . . . :.· .. . . . . . , . . ·.;:: _-: · '"··· · · ·: ·. :-:--/ _,; ::.,:~. ·: 
Confirmation appearance l~t . · AIR .FLEET .. ·· ·.·. ··.: :~ ~~, . . · .. 

·. 
sta!"! as aco.ressee 1n Rabaul-Jaluit P .. I. , · :·· · .. ·· · · · 
trai'fic now . definite • and in terpreteci to · · · ·. 
mean this stai'i' now in position to take · · · . .. · ·· .. · ~ 
part in present operations. :Am:munition ... · . · . · ~ · .. .. 

. Ship or Tender \ shows _specific ·ro1it- .:· .. --.' · /'. · · · 
ing inst;uctions COMCARDIV 2 ~d HOSBO • . . . . ·,. ···.: ·-._:: · 

·· · at Kure -- - ~. DF Bearings and other re- ,- · .¥ · • 

la ted despatches ci.efini tely place CO~CARDIV · · •·.'·. ~ · -~· .. • 
2, HOSBO, .and ZUIHO 1n Kure-Sasebo Area, holf- · ·:: . .., . . · 

· ever, other associated messages presage . .. · · ......... · :: . · .. " 
possible early movement probable destination · :. · ... ·: : .. · 
Truk Area. . CO:ACARDIV 2 addressed plane . . · _ . . : ·:-_ . . · 
groups ~ and !.,information Chie! · · ~-

. of Staff COMBINED FLEET, Cilief of S~af:!' . .... .- •. : , 
lST AIR FLEET, KUP.E DEFEllSE CORPS. 1 SASEBO _ . ·.- . . 

. and lCURE RADIOS, and 1UJID Tender - . .... ··~. :.· · ~·:: ·: · :·· 
This ten~er in other Qespatches indicated ~ 
-departure Empire for Truk via Chichijima . . :. :. · · 
and Saipan, including 1ST AIR FLEET for in- .. · ... .. . 
formation. 1000/2lst1 unspecified ·orig~nato~1 · 
add.ressed CO'!.IDESROli 10 , C01WESiJIV ·:· .'. .. ... 
info Chief of Staff 1ST AIR FLEET, AHD Com- ., .. ·":. 
munication Officer CArtDIV 2. Above· c:lespatches .. ·: '·'· '; · 
listed as showing possibility CJ..RDIV 2 move- .-· · "":···· · · .. ~. ·: · 

.ment. . . ·":.· .~. : · -~· · : . ·.: :-> :',- ·· .. ; .- ·:_. ·::< : ~ . ~ - ~~ <, .. ; .:_. 
(CO!!. l4 221934~TI) · · ~:· · · . . : :·.· ,, . .. ;.· . . ,: ·. · .-.. .· . . , ' • •, o • •, '"' '. I • • ~ • • • ·~. ' • • : C • • " .. : 

I .t was com:1en ted., ·. ; . ·: ·.· ~- ,. · ·· .. ~.·. · · ·. ~;. ::."·; :. · ; .. :.~ ·.~ : ~ : · . ·. 
• • # • • • . : ... • • • • :-... . • • • : . ' .. " •• ~:' • : • 

• • • - : .. ... • • • • • • • • • • • · : • • • • • • .: • • • : ' • f • :~· ... t ' ·' .·. 
•· .i appears to 'be IJESDIV · ~6. · :-~ ·. ··. · ... . : .. ·:· .. · . . 

·. · · (Summary,· 230600 1 August, No, 1.4) : · ···-. · ·::· ... ' ..... · .. . 
. . . ' · . . . . '· . . . . : : ... ..:.: - : .. -~ ... ~ .. -. . .. 

·. 

.... ,·. . .. . . . .. .. . . : . :·.· . . .. . . . · . . .... 
. • .. ·~· ' .. . . ,. -:··. • : :. · . .. : :. #' : . ~ : •• : No. 1005 -.: 

' . -· ·. · .. . . 
Traffic for Chiefs of Staff 21m FLEET · ·. ..... . . 

and 1ST .AIR FLEET also ·.: 
. . · 

routed to Truk1 suggesting that place as -: :. · 
. · .. ·-: ··:. ..· .. . , . 

... - .. . . , . . . -.. . ~ . . . .. :, ........ , . . ., 

.' . . ·• . .. ... .... . ,.: .. . . .. . . .. . ',. . .. . . .. , .. · . ..... . . . 
. . . . · . .': · · ~.: ~· ·7··2· 7 _. . . ., . : . ... ... : . . . 

'~ ·~: , .. · ..... ·.··~·: .. :,::·.'.-.: ... :.·· ~:·: .. ~ :.; .:: .. ._-: -
- , · : .~·· • • '. - # 

. .. . .· . . :t ~. . .. . . ... . :.,. . -
.• .··• .. . ~- ·· :: ~~ ·: . #·! .•·. :·. :.: . . •. .. 
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l Dece:nber l:944 

AUGUST 22, 1942 (Continued) 

No. 1005 (Cont.) 

rentiezvvus point for formation or STP..IK.ING 
}DRCE preparatory to offensive action, 
possibly counter attack in Solomons Area 
or against other Allied possessions. 
(BEL. 220530-TI) . 

• 
_It was pointed out: 

This same routing of traffic for 1ST 
AIR FLEBT was observed on Aug. 21. Cil~C 
lST AIR F·LUT has also been as so cia ted with 
a possible TA2.K F-oRCE whose coU!~~osi tion, as 
~educed from associations, 'ppears as 
folloVIs: . 
CARDI~ l - Composition UDQeterminei. 
CAEUIV 2 - HITAKA, HAYAT;~. 

(possibly CarDiv 3)- Co~position 
unknown) 

HIYEI (BB) · 
CHIA~~ (CA) (CRUDIV 8) 
i:\.1Jl!JJW (CA) (CRUDIV 7) 
DESDIV 
KIRISHI1V.. (BB) 
TONI!. (CA) (C?.UDIV S) 
suzuyA (CA) (CRUDIV 7) 
NAGARA and DESRON lO 
and v~rious minor units, probably plane 
~roups. 

lSummary, 230600 1 August, No • . 28) 

No. 1006 

Truk Radio sent sever~ short 
despatches during afternoon ana evtning which 
were apparently ci.1rection f1ncier bec:rings ad-
dressed to ATAGO • . 1 probably current 
Flagship 2ND FLEET, and DESDIV 1 apparent-
ly in company with AT.AGO and both probably 

728 

-------------------- - - --
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AUGUST 22 1 19L2 (Continued) 

No. 1010 

Comcir. KISAP.ATZU AIR 
origi=.ate:d des:·atch at.o7c~ ... :.:.lst~ to 
ComClr. llT.=. ~3 ]!ZET . , CO~ftTR-
~J!l 4 .• . . ; K.avieng lAir Station?) 

.,J anti rema.ini..ug forces i\.!5-"...~TSU 
AIR:· Wo to !USA~~ AIP- ~ ) , co:.r-
AIRRjU .26 : and Truk Air Station 
· ·1. Suggests th.::. t urii ts -of 1\.ISA:'~TSO 
anci 1USA'.'iJ.. A.IP. may be ferrieci to K.avieng 
via Truk. Association of ~~0 Airten~er 

lwith Kavieng : . · suggests that 
tender })roceec..i.rLg frv:n Saipan to ~avieug, 
possibly with aircraft .. stores i o=- Q.fore
mentioned units. 
(BEL. 220617-TI) 
(Summary, 230600, August, l~o. 62) 

No . l Oll 

A detachment of KIS~!-~TSU AIR ap; ea~s 
at h.avieng · ·• 
(co~ 14-~21938-TI) 

It ~as dec~re~: . 

XISARATSU AI~ GROvP ~~pears iri the 
Marcus Island Area. 
(S~ry, Z3C600, August, No. 63) 

No. 1012 

Stai'f Offi cer KISA::.ATSU AIR GROUP 
was at K.avieng · or. 

Aug. Z2. 
(GT #736-QPNAV 22l93C?-TI) 
(Sum:..ax-y, :.230600 1 August, l~o. 64) 
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. !he C.ommailder :o~ llr. Squadran Eleven was ·.st~ .··:: 
.. "! ·.•. . . : 0 • 0 ~ . . . .. . : : ~: 00 0 

• :. • • • .:· • l, • • · .. • - ~ 

· at Truk1 and the Chie! .of Sta:f'i' 'c:if ·the Ueve.nth Air 
: • • • • .. • , • 0 • .. • • .. . .. ~ • • ... • • • • • • • • • 

·Fleet was shown to be at 'Rabaul., · to which operrtio~aJ. 
• • • • J'. 

. . . . . , .... ... . "".·-, .. . .. . . . . 
dispatches !rom the Comman~er of "the Four.th Air .Attack . . ·. 

• - : • • • • : . .' ~· - : r,• • , ,, • ; . : • • • ' • • • • '. • :.• -:- ·,, 

·' ~( -. 
.. ..... . 

:e .. 
.· .. 

-· 

··-
·. 

Force were directe~~ -~he CommJn1cat1on .Ofi1cer or tb2 . 
• • • ; • ~ -;. ~ • .... • • • • • • • • , ~ 0 ; • • .. .. . 

East InCiies A1·r Fo~ce aild. tha c·o~de; ~t: th·e ·. :ta.kao -·. ~-
.. ~ 

·.·· 

~.Ai.~ Gro~:P ... •ere: in .. Xendar1 o~ A~gust. 2~·~· 19.42s ·-
• ; • • • .-·, • ' • • ~ •· r ·. ' 

.;..-·· ... . . .. \ -•.\· . .. · .. ·. . : : .... -~ . :· ~ .. :·~-.. . .. ,~ : . ' . 
~ ' 101. '!t • . • • • ';: :'· ,·.: . • -
n 0 , · J . . . -~ ~- ~-." :·: · : · .:. .. 

. . ~, .... ~ ... . ·. . _,. :· . ·: .. .. . . . . . 
. ·coll.AIERON ·l.l apparently .still .. · . 

• 0 • • :- ·• .. . 

.. . 
·• . .! 

.· . in~~ Area .and associa~ed with encipher- > 

·-·~ .. ~· . . · : .~-~F:I~~~~I~~ ~~~s~~~fc~~~~~G .-·_::· .. : .; .. - .. .. . 
. . ,. \ .: (BEL. 220632-TI) • . . , '· ;· .. . ~ .... · 

· ··; .. (SU!lliila r:r. .. 23060~ '- A~gustl .Ho; .· JO) .·.:.· ·.· ~.:.~-~ ~· . :·. · .. --:_. , ...... ·. 
... ........ • • , • ' ., , : • • · ,"'• ,;,• I •' '• • • .• ; ·~ '• . , - ; •,. • : ' • • • • • .- • 

••• • • • : : ·-::.·· • ... • • .. • .. : -~· • ''-: ·· - • • , --~ ~ . .... ': . ... , - • • .,_: • • • • f • ~ . : ·· 

· ~: .. ·· ·~ . ,:. ·~ . . : _ . No~ . . 1:?~~ :'. :· .. :·. ·:.:.~ .... ·-. ·:··· : ::.~·.::.~~~:~ ::::· .. r_~~:~ .. 5~~:<~~::>··~::-. :~ ... ::-~·;~.'~~~~·~~< ~~::~=~: ·.\· ~ · ;··. 
: ~. ::' .. ·:· •. ·." . . .... . :·= ;/ ... : \ :· .. :: . .- .. : : BY' S1H~ci.!ic routing instructions Chiei' : .. .., .. - :.: . .... 

· . ,: . .. .. . ; "· : ! :. ;. : . ' ·: . · o!.' Starr llTH AIR FLEET shown ·at Rabaul. · :"". :· .. ·:~: ~ . • ·: .. 
· · .. : · :·: • .. · . ·~ · . ... :--: ,· .. ~ ··.;.~ Ai··r Base - · · - ·r· at ·1055 - Aug ·· ,.,,., · -:-... : .;··.-:. ·: . ~. :· · :- · 

• ...... • ~ • • • • • • ... ' . ~ • I!{, if!{;.. • • • .... ,:, .. • • • • 

. _,.: ..• · . ·: .;~- ... .. · .• · ·. ~ · ·~·. ·. (GT #734-QPNAV .2219JD-TI). · .. · ·· · ~:··-· ,:;,:~c .. ~ · .. : · · ...... . <" .· ;···.: .: :~ · . 
. :.:-.. " · ·· · ·. .... .. .... · .. · .. ·· .: .. ·· '(Summary : 230600 · .\ugust · No,·:· 65~ · · . . :r · ::. .. ,:! .. :-~ ·· . '' ~: . ~.~ .. · .. . · 

__ l .. :, .-.- ~ •, · :·,): ·::~ -.- ;~~,: · to~{':{/~W~~;:::·;;.:-.;.~. :i~·v:~:-_ ::) ~_·.: .:=.,~::;<s·H:{-:f~":) ·~::~ ;-
·:: .. . / .. ··.· ·.: ·! ··~ ·~. · . :: .. · ~ -· ::·· ..... :· .Comdr, ·4TH ·AIR .. ATT.A'CK FORCE . ., . · ~· ~·· .. -~ -.- : . · .. 
... . . · . ·~-: , , ·- . ...: ... : . ·~ .: or1gina teq. 1!0ST URGENT d_espa tch to Cine·,-.. . :;..~. ~ -:: ·~~- '· ·' 

. .,. . . .. _. . ~ · . llTH AIR . ~ , info all Fleet Com- . . . . . _.. .... .. .: . . ·. 
' * ··; .. . ·.·.· > . .. <~:·: ~-.. · .. ··manas, Naval General Starr,. and other Air .· _:·: (·~·: .. :·· ·. ~·:: 

_._, .. ~ .. . :.· .· . , . • . :, ,' ,. :, ; · ' .. ::: . Attack Force Comd.rs. in Yanda tes a. t 1910 ~·. ·.: · ~ .-: ·: : ... 
. :- .·. ·., .. , .... .. ~ · .... · <, ... ·:! -~:. : .. ~ 21 August • . . No >reason · apuar~nt •. · . . ! ' · ~ · ... ', ~ ... ~: -.: .· : ·. • 

.- .~~.. .· .. : .·· . , .· -.-: ··.-.: .... ··· ... . (GT #729-0PNAV-221515~TI)·.. · .. · :.. · .. ; .. ":-:::~ ,; ,. : · ...... ... /~ :. :.. . 
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ORIGINAL 
~ Dece!!lber ~9,4.4. 

• . . . 
AUGUST 22, 1942 (Continued) ... .. 

. . .. 

No, 1020 
. ... .. ! 

. Sasebo 115 SPECIAL LAnDING FORCE 
• f shown ·e. t Buna ,_ · ·· ) and as so cia ted 

with the KIYOKA'i.A !l.ARU . . \) . _ . . ( 
iY.ASA.KAV;A lURU unicien ti.t'ied . ) 

ships o! DESDIV .3q__ ... .. .. ~-· )and Commander 
!.AII'iAN AIR GROUP ~ at Lae. · Associa-

.. . 
tion suggests YASJAA~A UARU is .an air
tender similar to K.IYOKAWA Y.ARU. · 
(BEL. 220556-TI) 

. ...... 

:, · ;t was pointed out: 

. Sasebo #5 SPECIAL LANDING FORCE has 
appeared at Buna since ·about August 12th • 

. (Summary, 230600 1 August, No. 79) . . 

.. ·, ·. 

The Simun Force noticed 1n the traffic of a 0 
• • 

previous day had not yet been identified, nor was its 

location known. Association with the Co~ander in 

Chief of the Eighth Fleet and other Commanders· ~ the · 

. Southern area was an indication-of the probable ~ie~d 
. '· 

o'f its operation~ · . . .. • ·. 

l1o. 1021 

.SHIMUN DETACHMENT 
·. · -- · - -\ appeared as action address in no , 

originator despatch which was intercepted 
at 1615/2lst. No inuication of location 0 

. . . . 

or co~po si tion but as so cia tion with C~l~C : .. · . 
· 8TH FLEET and. other in Southern Area · · . 

suggests ·scheduled operating area. 0 • • • • :
0 

• .. • 

; ' • 
(BEL. 220556-TI) 

0 

• • 

0 

° 
0 

• • • 
0 

:· • • 

. .. (Summary 1 230600, August, No. 89) · 0 • . .. • ,o .. • •• , : • 

. . .... . ·· .. 
. : ·.; · . .. . '· . - '." . 

. ..~. ·. _, ... •. -. . ·~· 

...... - . 

·. -~ . 
: . .... 

' 

. -

• .. , 0 0 

0 

• ... · ,
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AUGUST 22, ~9.l.2 (Continued) 

No. 1022 

Reference R.I. Summary 220600/Q 
August, page 12, ~tem 37: The enciphered 
"SI!:."UN I<'ORCE11 might possibly be a ~orce 
na=:1eci for anci. cozmected with Symonds 
Islet, located near Nura Island, about 
seven ~es east of Guadalcanal Island. 
One point against this connection be
tween the •siWN FORCE" and. S)"'1:1onds 
Islet is that the latter ends in "S"• 
(~ill!l:lary 1 22J.4001 August, No. 2) 

The call sign of the Palao Weather Station 

was identified at this time' 

No. 1023 

"Rabaul 42ND ANCBORAGEtt adciressed by 
YURi:R.I at P ala.o. 
(GT #737-0PNAV 222300-TI) 

It was observed: 

YURERI ap;.ears to be Palao Weather. 
(S~ry, 230600, August, No. 60) 

Yovement of Japanese merchant ships continued 

along the usual supply routes to and from the Empire 

and the South Pacific. The announced 1 ts 

schecule en route to Saigon; was leaving 

• Saipan for Truk1 in the vicinity of which the K.A1UGAWA 

736 
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ORIGINAL 
~ l.>ece1nber ~94.4 

AUGUST 2~, 1942 (Continued) 

Karu sent a dispateh to the au:dliary 

It was thought that the tanker AAEB?NO Uaxu, which 

ha:d arrived 1n Rabaul. on August ~S 1 w~ul.O. be usee:. to · 

rafuel units or Destroyer Squadron Tno and Cruiser 

Division su. 
The KAGU liant was en route U;> the New Britain 

• 
area; the jwas en route from J'al~t to Rabault' 

towards which the air tender : was moving. Xhe 

!was at Truk, and it was noticed that the 

BRAZIL Uaru which had. been SUllk by the USS GRD:LING 

on August 8 was no longer addressea as a unit of the 
. . 

Fourth Air Attack Force. Trai'fic concerning the Yaru. 

. was thought to be an attempt of the Japanese at 

radio deceptiona 
; 

No. 1024 

FROl.h - --- ~· #811 0630; 20 August • . 
1 4lst at ~00, leave #8 Communication 

Zone (Rabaul), enter #3 (Palao). Z8th1 at 
0800, leave #3, enter #~ (Saigon). · 
(BEL. 220328-DI) . · · 

It was remarked: 

is identified as a Uaru. 
(Summary, 221400, Au~st, No. 16) 

737 . 

, . 
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ORIGINAL 0 0 

. ~ Dece:ber ~94J.. 

. . , · .. . -, 0 0 .. · .. .... . 
··, .. , =: · .AUGUSt 22, ·~9.9.2 (con~~j ..... ~ .. . -. ..,. .. ' ·_: .... : .. :; :~<~ :;.. .· . .. ·.: · . 

... 
.. . ; . . . ... :-~-- . .. . 

•• "# • : ~' . ·• • • 

. - , • • - ~1 .. . '"\ • "'.~ : • .. .. ... -... ~: . . ·· . ·: .. ·. - . . '-' 
. , .. . • • '"f - : . ... '\ · ~ - • • • '":. .~ .. =-:: ·. ·. : .... 

Commun1.cat1on Zone Report at l6oo; ·'.: . .... · · ;~_-.:~;: · 
2J.st, from ~U • !1n<ti.ca1!es sl:U.!t . . ... -··,; 

·from Saipan· - ~ to truk ,. . : ~ -\ ... . '~· .'- · · 

' . .. 
t • •• 

· .. :_,- -: lio·, 1025 
. .. " ;: 

~ ·. . .. 

(BEL. 2.2.06~7-TI) . ' . . . - , . · :~~ . ._ :)·~- ~ 

•.· _ . · .. . (S~: :230600,~- Au~~t>. _·lio. ~9) :' ;· ·-.• , . >· . , ;~: ~- . 
-· . ·.,; .;: ... ·~ ~·lfo, . 1026 · ·.. > .. ~ ··.i_ .. ::~~ ~ ~-:· ; ~ --·. :...-~ ·~~.~~.-~ :~ :· : .. ~ : ; , : .c· !.~; ,:,_.;;_: ::~ <~<:. ~.' ~· ... ·- ~~·· ·.~.>.~ ==· d~ ~<~. · 

,. 
~- ·: 
... -.... .. ·.: · . 

-· 
. .... . . .. \ 

·. ·. · .. :. 

) .. · ....... .. 

--~:- -

•. Cl 
.... . . · : 

· ;- -. 

.· \ 

. . .. 
.. - ,1 - .. • 

~ .. 
-·· .... . f ··· ._ .. · . :· . :-'·: .. ~ : .. ... ... 

··:! -~· . 
,. ... ·,· ;,. 

' . 
' . · .. . 

·. :·, .. · . 

. ·· .. . .. ... 

. :· 

.... 

. £ :: ... .... 

. . .· . . - ... ~ . 
KAJ.t!GAWA 1I.ABir · · .addressed ··\. : ~ · = · ·. ·-: __ 

short despatch at 06o5, ~1st, to AnxiJ1ai7 . ... 
. which was shown yesterday to be at ··. ;.. · 

Ambon. · · . . . : = , · - ·-
. . . ~~EL. 2.206~2-TI) · .. :, ' :: •·. · · ,_ : . . ~ . . ~- ··. _ 

It was 'stated; 

... 
. ~ . ' .· 

On Aug. 18th, KAMIGA~;. lURU ~~peared .. ~:( · ... · 
in Truk Area possibly e:u-oute Rabaul.. .. 
(Sunmary, 2306001 August~ No. Bl) . · -.' - · 

. ·· . . .. 

· -
. . ' 

.. _., ,f . . ••.. .. •: .. 
~ -

·.·:. 
: .. .. 

- :: ... :. . .. 
... . . . . :·. :: . . . . : ' . :. ·- ... ·• .. , 

. (· ·.A}.YTICAnA lUPJr . \at 1500;· .. !~ · • . ~- ••·. • • •. ·.~·:: . 
· 1 • :·· ... .. · .Aug. 22., addressed · Movement· Report to CilfC .-: ·' ·": .- ~::·.: .... 

~ - ~ ;~ . ·.· < .. llTR -+IE, CINC Unidentified Fleet (probably ·.>· .. : ; : .. :, . . 
• ..... · .. . · 2nd) . . !J 1n!o Chl_.e:r or Staf:r C01Jl3IN~ __ ,, .. : ·. · . _ 
. . :: . ! COllAIRRON ll · · Rabaul . · .: . .. .. · ·. : . ,: .•·; ·· .· 
.... · Base -- ' · . and Navcil General Stat'!'. --.: ·.:.-·.;-··-: ·_\ · ·: z-· ·. 

This is possibl)" departure unknown place ·• -·. · .. .... , ·<:: 
!'or Rabaul.. ·. · · . · . . :. . ::- · · ' ... . . _,.. ., .. 
(GT 1736-CPNAV 221930-TI) . -· . . ,. .·.: ~. · .· ... ~ -.~: ~~~:·~ .:~ .:~ : .. _<\_.-... ~~·~.·:; .· . ~ 

• # '·· . _ (Summary-, .230600, August, .llo. 82) . _ ... .,. . : . ...... . . ,· 

. . -= ~ o • 1 o 2s . . • ::,.J ~- ~:;_ ;L~-:>~~-~-: .::::· : }. :_ ;·: ·: -' ~ ._} ,~ -~. ; ~ / _:= _, ·: · ; " -
• • • - • • • • .. • • .... ..· • • • •• • J. ... . . , • •• 

· ·. · As:Soc1at1ons suggest AKEBONO YA.RU .··: · .~ .·~: • . · ·· ! ... :· .. • : 

: will be used to ·refuel un1 ts of ·. · .:· · , .:. · · 
~ESRON 2 - . and· poss1bl)" CRIIDIV 6 . '·.=·~.: · .. :'~ ·~ : . · 

]!o. 1027 . ·-·. • J ' 
• • 0 
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FROlh 
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. ·.::· . 
l03l ·· .. ~· ·:· . .. . ~ ': ' .. 

' i ' ~ .. 

. . .. .... . ... , .. 

' · .··, .. 
·JlARU .Urtender 

(BEL. 220648-TI) 
; in & baul Area:. 

. · It wa~ no ted: 

.·nF bearings· on Aug. ~1st, 

. . ... . 
: "" ' .. ••'' 

at 02 South. l55 :East, 
be transporting part of plUle group 
~rom Kisaratsu to Rabaul Area. 
(Summary, 2.30600, August, No. 86) · ·· 

.place · 
· ap;ears 

.· .. i 

•' . ! , •••· ' •' . 

.. .., -· 
.' ' . 

• ... ·. 

to 

.• . 

.. . ; • t .: 

. . 
'~· . 

. . , .. , 
·.::.:N.;::;o..;z.,-=1.;:.0""'3"""5 ~:.- ._·,. : -:: 
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FROU: 
XO: 

Vichy 
Tokyo · 

#325 : 
'.I '\. .. . 

July 29, ·1942 

Re '11!Ythe#~ll6 h. L . 1 id to.. , · ~::·:.-::· .: . -. .. 
On , t , ava sa me, < . .. .. _. ,.; .,.·. ' 

•Nothing has been done about this. I : ... · :. ··~·: ._·· ··.; · ~ J 

:.would. like to propose that the !"leet saU .- -'~<~ ·,:~ :,, 
· ... to Casablanca, .. but as yet I bave ·not asked ~ ~ ;.: .~> ;._<" ::'. . 
-. . ~permission o! the German-Itallan tntce .'·-~ :: ~ ,::.:·:·: "· ~ _.: ,-:, ~:-

. · commission. ·I!' and when I do · so, I =ay . ·.1: .. ~ :;- • .. ~_: · · .; 

have to ask you to put: :in a . good word !or :·.·~·_::·'-.;: ·. : ': -: 
me so plea~e bear this in minu • . -Ah \7ell, .~ .---·-.:.-.- ·_· - ._ ~ ~ - .. : ... · 
even thougn the Germans approve .Eng1and . . :·~- ·: :.! ' :-: ' 
and the United States wont, 'and a dash · .. _:\.: ..,..:, .:-.-~·~ -~ :.· 
from ToUlon to Alexandria would take fotir : .=;. · . ·:. ·. _--- .. · · 
:days, so after all I al%1 afraid we will ~·~- .:·. --: ~- ..:· ·; --: __ ·. ' :;.. 
have to scuttle these ships. 11 • .. . . •. . ' . .-· ~ •· ·,:·. ::·· ::=· •. •.. : . .. 
(GZ/Jap • Dip. #600? ~ .. DI) . . · . . : .. -.. -·:~;. :: ·-: -: · :· ·:-·· 

•. . ., . . ... . ._ . . .... · ... ,' · ,· · .. --; . ~' -~ .- ... ; ·.. .. ' . . . ... . : ... ··.. :-· .. -....' ·.· . . -::""' 
. . . , . ·. . ; . . . 

: ~. .. · The summary issued by the . Fleet_ Intelligence ::·'. . . , _ 
.. . . '··~· . . ··- : '-~· ·,. ... ·:..· . ..... ... ... .-." , .. '. -.~ -: .... 
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. >· AUGUSt '22, 191..2 (Contiiiued) -·.·· . . 
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·. ·' ' 
. . . Officer of the United States Pacific Fleet~ on ··22 

..:. . ·-
. · . .. · ·AugUst~ 1942 sta-te~ in part: 

. . 
- ~ .: .. 

.' ."' .. . .. .. . 
. . ' 

- . 

. . . . / . . . ... ' ";.: 
... . ·. . .. . .. . . . ..... . . .· . : . 

· . No. 1045 ... 
' . . . . .. ·. . ... -

~ ·':"' . . 

- ·. 

.. . . . . . ... . . :· .. : . . -. . 
. · ·: No change in the liorthern si tua. tion. · . ·: . · . . -~ · . 

· . CinC ·FIRST AIR FLE:;T i:J. the SROK Ai\D .. - · · ... 
and in company -with the ZUI1C.h'1J plus possibly ·. · . . : . . .- -'.'. 
the · RYUJO are now believeU. to be either i.n · . ·· - . 

. ·. the TRlf~ area or bet~e:en J!? }.1; c..nd ·rEUK· _.- ·· .. , ·: " : · ._-_ · 
· enroute South. The HITJ.XA., HAYA.!Al~ and 

ZGIHO are believed in home va ters -;.ri th a .. .. ... · 
·. possibility that they will x:zove South soon; .~. • .. ~-~- . · · 

. . · CinC SECuNl) FLEZT is ei the:- 1n TRUK . · . . -_. .. .. :: . :~ :· · . 

area or enroute fitUK to f~ADL area. lie · .. : .· ·. :~ · · · 
··probably has a task !orce composeC:. of CRU- . .... ._.- ··.. ·. 

DIVS FOUR and FIVE, part -~f BJ..T".iJIV THREE . :: .. : . 
plus aestroyers. . . . . '· All inuications point to a major effort · 
by the enemy in the RABAtii. area s oon. . ·· . . . _; .. . :. 

A traf!ic intellige:1c·e S'l.l!!l:r.a.ry 1 ssueci by ·the · .· · ._-_.. 
: • • .. • ' ·, ._<4_ .. : ...... : ... ~: . , , ..... 

... ···, 
· United States Pacific Fleet, Fleet Intelligen-~e Unit_, ·: :· ·_·. · .. 

• ... .. ~ • • ' • ,.· : 0 • : 0. ' • • . .. . : :. • :. .I • • • • • : • .. • ·_ .. , · ; • • • .1' - ~- • • :! ·_ 0 • • • -: 

._ ·~- . · Fourteenth !iaval. .District on the mor!ling of. 2.2. : ·. :·~· -~ .=~~.-: .· .: · . 
. _.,August 1942 s ta tea tba t~ . ·.-·· .. ·.-: ' · -: · · .: : · :·-:~ :: ;_.: -. ·: , ::. ::·.>. J.-; ~: ·.: 
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.. . · . 
0 ~ - , ' · - . · 

. · 

: . . ' .· : 
"· ,;.. .. 

. -· .· 
i'he · inclusion of the Frist .Air Fle~t · · :· .. ·· 

Staff in the aa.c!ress ·of diS}•atches from '. · ·· · . 
Juui t an:: Rabaul F.. I. St<i tions is con- . ~. - · ·· . ..... -
firmed. When reported last evening there · . · ·. ·. : ~ - · ·' 
'ft'as t-u t one c;;.ll !.'or 1st Air l'le;t appearing : . - · · 
in the~e dispatches and if an err~ne::ous- , : :·- : . . 

. . . . . . . . . 

. . .. . 
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AUGUST 22, 1942 (Continued 
,• .. . . 

.. , .. ~;_ .- : . 
. . 

! ."'. 

. ~ . . : 

. .· 
: 1dentir1cation has b~en macie, · false · can

elusions would have been drawn but during 
the night confirmed al tern.a tes or this 

· · call appeared and 1 t is now undeniable 
· that the .lst Air Fleet is now receiving 

·· .radio intelligence bulletins. · This .1s . 

· . .- · . . ·~ ·.·_·.;,· . .. .. : . ... 
. ·. ' .· . ... 

. . :. :·~·:: .. : i. ~:. ... 
~ .- .; .· : . ... . . . 
... . . . . . 

· ..... . . ... . . -
. . . , 

. . :,. ·-:. ~ : .. . 
... , ... . 

·. -~ . . . : .· 

: ·:\/{~~·:_: :· . :interpreted to mean that the 1st Air Fleet 
· S taf! is now in a position to take a part . 

: ... , .. :;· ·. . in the operations. · . . . . · ,; . . · 
So:se matters in connection wi.th Car- · · · · · · 

. DiT ~wo are . cleared up. 'A: Tender . . -~ > · · ... -, -~-. ~ . · :. 
which has been tentatively cl~ssed as an · ·· .~: .. ' 
ammun1~1on _ship, addressed c~c 1st A.1r . . ; .. : ::- .;·· . : 
Fleet '. ComCarDi v Two in- : ~ ,. .. .. ;. ·· ;J·, • 

formation · to ... the HOSHO · · · ~ at isoo/ ·. ·.,-:;~_.. · ., 
21st. Specific routing - instructions tor ··· ·. ·. . :.: : .· · . ... .. .. _::.·. ,: ·: this dispatch showed ComCarDi v Xwo and .. . . . . 
the E.OSHO to be at Kure · ·o · 

At OS40/22nd, ComCarDiv ~ ... io •· ~ -: =' .~:··>·· 
a ddressed the plane groups or bases .. · · .. 

1n.fo~ tion to Chief of Staff .., , " 
Combined- Fleet . : .. . , .1 Chief of Staff · ···:. .. 
1st Air Fleet .. - ; the Kure Defense · ... ~ ·. 
Force __ _ 

1 
. ~ ~ Sasebo anC. Kure and the ~ ·.:: .. ~-~7-,~.:: . · ·.· ~ 

lLaru. ,~. The latter tender i .-.".· . . ~ ··~-. . . ·.: . . 
in dispatches inci.icated departlll"e from the .· . . -.._-:.,__· ··-:_.; .' ~ 
~m~ire ror ~ruk via Chichijima a.n6 Sa.ipan . . .. f ·.· :.. .•. . . : 
and included the Chief of Sta£!' lst Air ···: .. · ·. ~ -~;; · ~ . 
Fleet for in.forma tion. · . .: :: . · ~ .. · ·. · - · { ~:"'. ·:: . 
· . ~hese dispatches, together with bear-:.· . · :·:· ~~ .. --::--:· ·-·~ · 
ings obtained on ComCarDi v Two a.nd ZUIHO , ~-·· . i: · 
o! 296 and 297 respectively coni'1rm these ·. . · :-~;' ·: · 
r~dio routing instructions and place Car- · ... ·· ·· ·· ,_:·>=· · 
Di v Two definitely in the Sasebo-Kure area. · :" ·. · 
But now that he is clefinitely located dis- · _:> :-:· · · 

· p~tches · point to an early departure from . , 
the area. The dispatch above · points to .: . . .· . . 

, ·· . movement "t!hrough the ·Kure Defense ·Forces. · .. , : .·~ 

.•· . 

. . . The !la:ru .. I being definitely headed . '··~ .. .. '·1 ·~ 
" .· ..•.. •. • .• . . : : ·! .• · ••. :.:-'_: .. / .': ,.'· :·· .• • • - , - . · .. ~-... ·.. :· ....... : ~: ,..... · · ... ·74s.f= ·> _:= 

. : . ···-~·· . -. .. : ·.: ·: . ..:. ."~_:.. ·· . . ~ .... . ·· 

·fa .; . ~ -:~;-.. :~,- :~_, -~\·. /. } .-~~ ·:;:t";· :· -: :i.:: · {i::_:), ; : -~- ~: ·: :; .: · _: -~ ('U·. 
· . .. ·. ;.:,· •. . .. .... · .. "' . .. . .· .·. : · · ,_· : ,. ·.. . .·, .. ., .:.: : ' . _.· .-~ -- , : .. . ~: •' .. 

- • . .. _ ... :-.. t • ; • • •. : - ·: .·.~ . 

WMA ;p z se 
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. AUGUST 22, 191..2 (Conti~ue:d) . . -
. . . . ·.• ~ .. . . ·- - : ··_. 

,• : .... . .. . ..... . 
• ·.;.+-, "' : ,·· . . • _. .. ~.; · .... · ·. 
·: · ·:· ~~- > ;_-No; 101..6 (Cont.) · · .. . :· :: -~ .: :_ ·. . .... 

.. • ; • • • • • • • • • •• .. t • • 

-~ : ... ' 

'· 
.. .. . -. .. ..;_ :: : 
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so~th, we have ' a ~spatch rroa ~ unsnec1~ - -
f1eci ori!;~:ator .to ComDesRon 10 • ____ _, ' . .-.. 

'· ,. -· 

Col!lDesDi v _ ,' j.n.~or:.~a tic::. to Chiei· ..o£ · ''- .:-·.::., · ,~ . ·, . · · 
Sta1·.r lst ·.Air Fleet . · ~ anG. the Co!D:- . ..·· ·· .;_ - :~;\· . 
munica -:io.n Of!'.icer CarD.i v ~r.o • . 1 . . -'.:...·: .,;· .,-~-- ~ 
at ~000/2~st. ·These indica cio!ls ~re ·too .· .· - ~ ;' ... ~· . , •:-

,· meager to positively · state tbat CarDiv Two ._. · . 
. is about to depart the Empire but they ar~. ;, .'~:.' .·. __ 

enoU8h to suggest that possibill ty. "· ·. · .- · , -~ · -o:::-:-: ·· ·· :· 
As to CarDiv One, a ciispa'tc;h orig::.nat- , ··.- · ' 

ed at 2015/~0th fro:n a de~troyer ) . :· ~ _&.__. . ~ . 
of. DesDi v . ;;was aciO:ressea to ~IiOl:..A.KU · : .. .-..... , ... · . · . · 
• _____ •· NAGARA ·• , !'lagshi:p of . \·. ~ .· · . ·. · · · 
DesRon lO, ~oqo · ancl !ruk Radio Stations~ .. · 
TiU.s waz ci.eli veretl to SEO~"'U anC. liAGA?..A . · r 

. t:y To.b:-yo broadcast. · : . . : ·.• . ·. - ·. · 
. . ·. :; · . . :· -. ~·; · .. :. :..;--. :-- .. _· .. . ·. 

• ""! • . .. • v . • . . .. .• - . . <t 

. . .. 
The Bulleti n is~ed_ ~2 --=Augu!:t 1942 by the .-:·.- -_/ · :_ · 

, . . . ' . ... . . . ; 

Coin!:la..'1.~er in Chief of t he Paci f ic Flest r e:acls as-: . · · · 

.· . 

·• 

, . . 
..... .. ..;·• 

follows: ... 
. ... I ',, 

<:, ' .. ·. .. ·.· . 
J • . • -: · ~. - .... ··- ~ 

. . . .. · . -. . : . ... · ·- .... - . "· 
. No. 1047 -. .-·_··~··:_ . : •. "'~. · ··· ·. · .. · -· · · - ... ·. · 

-"' ·: ···': 

-. 
- t ' - .. · . 
.... ~ . 

.. . . 

-· ~--.. ~·-· . ~ ~ < /'_- .'·~-~- {_ ·.~··.·-~:·. '·:_-: ··:22 . AU~uST . i~~:;_, ·: ,: __ :.:· ~ ·~ -~_.: .. _·. -~--·:: 
FROM: I·. CJ..NCPAC . . ·.' .. ' . ,\ . ' . : - . :-·~. .... · ···:-:~· ' 

· . .. TO; .· CQMSO\',EST!=·AC:F'OR . .. .. ·. · - · · · .-.•· ..::-: .·· .: .... > . 
. ALL TASKf·OR COMMDRS .. · · . . .. . .. ·. ~:. . ·. · .. :.· ....... . . . 

.. -· .. 
-· .. 

• 4 • .. .... 

. P.ACIFIC : ·.- · ·. ···· . . .- · 
. CbllSOP ACFOR · ·. ·. .. .. .-. ~ . _· •. : . .--~ :· >... . ~ 
C01.'\JESTSLAFRON : . :.·: . .. . .. . -. 

-~ CO::? ASEAFRON ·. . .. : . ; .:,.. :· -<··.::. ·-: .· . 
: • COMNORW:C:.S~SEJ.FROB · • - .., < 

COllE.A~':SLA.FRON I ' •• • • • 

OP:tiAV . - ~NSsl · : · .. _)-.·, . -: .. . : 
.- .. _ :~:- ·._ . CO:!INCH - .. NSS .. ~. :: . · · :· ·.-..... ·• · ;_-, .t·: ··: 

· · ·• · . '·. . ·· · COUI~A VEU ·- ll SS 
• ' - • • • '\ •• ·,_ • •• ·,· ._: ~ • -·~ · • • : 0 ' . . . . •. ·. ~ . ., ... , ' . .. .•. . ...,- .. . .. . ... . 

:- . ..: '\ ' '· .. . ·. - .. ~ . "':'. . · .. · "" . . .- .. · - ~\· ,. -·. ·. . .; : . : .• , .. 
• - ' -- .r· ' : . .,_ ; : .. :. ·•• . ~ ... • ' . - . ·. • . .. 7 4 '7 . . . 
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' ... : 

PART OF . DESDIV 27 Ili JALUIT ~J.BE.A.-
.... - · . ..:-:. ... \ ,. : 

KASHDU ENROUTE EUPI?.E TO TRU~ KA.laSU •. . '"i _': ·~ . 

: 
' 

YARU I1i VICINITY OF ~UF.ILES. KAGU lUBO ~: .. . . ·-
IN TRUK A.P.E.A ... · SOUYOU UARU DEP.A.RTING . . ·, : \ ·~· · .• ; ... · ~·::·;;- .,. 
UARSRALS FOR XURE. ··.· :BY· DOG FOX SUB?!ARim'S ,..., -:~: ~-~ ~.'<:"'· ·. · , 
153 EAST Ol SOUTH.; ··158 EAST '05 SOUTH. .. • ~ -
T»O ~~VY CRUISERS UNDE.~ .CQUCRUDIV 1 PLUS 
DESDIV 2 and ~15 ·FRo~ DESRON 3 and ·PART OF · ; ·5 . · 
SOUTHERN FORCES. PlO · POSITIVE INDICA·rroc:s '; 
TO SHOW CIDJmE I:N CARRIER LOCA~IONS. · HOw-.. · · 

-·· , . :· 

.. . . ... 
EV"~ POSSIBILITY UNDETECTED DE?ARTURE "'.':.• . · .. : ·. · .: :. 
lU.CEliTLY I !iACTIVE ZUIK.AKU SEOKUU RYUHO · (· .-~-. ··,·-:.::. · · •... 
SUBSE~UENT TO 16 .AUGUST -SHOULD NOT BE DIS:. ' -.. . ·· . . . ..... . , . ;· 
P.EGARDED. :-- -. ·:· ::J. · r· .. , h . . :~· . .. .. , . • ~ --. -· "'.:):-, · ~ 

I • • • • •' • ,• -. , · ~ -;-' ... , ,' \.:.. "":' -. -

. .. .:. 
~~ .. ,. 

~ ., ... c:: '"I ,. .. ·., . ·.· · 

. _, ._ · ., !' 
. .... 

. ·:.· ·. - • .... :t •i.: ·- ..... 

.. · . 

' : .. ... ·. ' ·· "·· · 

.• 



ORIGINAL 
l Decesber l944 

·A, Co~1cat1on Intelligence ~eno:rts 

!he use of new call signs by the Japanese 

made 1 t mor~ d1!'!1cult for Alleric~ tra.fric analysts 

to ident~ enemy units in the South Pac1.f1c. •ost 

ot the important major commanders ill this area were 

1s~uing administratiTe directives and receiving 

intelligence reports on August 23~ 1942. V~ry lltUe 

operational traffic was noted until 1030 (Zone- 9). 

Arter 1030 mueh high precedence traffic eca

nated !rom the enemy rad1o station on Guadalcanal 

Island. ~hese urgent operational dispatches ~are 

undoubtedly caused by the opening movements of the 

Battle or the Eastern Solomons1 which was to involve 

air and surface action between Allied and ~apanese . . 

forces !rom August 23 to 2S 1 1942.· Further details 

concerning this action will be given after the 

routine communication intelligence of this day i~ . 

discussed: 

lfo, 1048 

3~Xana call signs ar~ being extensively 
used by units comprising SOUTH SEAS 1~RCE. 

.· 

- -------------- - -
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·. 
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· AUGUST 23, 1942 (Continued) 
•. 

· ... · 
I ~ • , • t .. -

, .. 

"· .9' -·· , • • • 

. , 
Jfo •· 1048 (cont.) 

.... -
~ :. ·. .... . . . 

. . . . . . .. . . -· -
!hi.s system,· coupled 'With tact ·imch .tra'.rri: ···. . .. ···, 
being originated, has originator concealed - · · 
1n text makes accurate analy-sis d1.!.f1C".ll.~. ·. -
At present it is impossible to ascertain .. .' :· , 
1!' these 3-leana · caJ..ls will be cori£1ned .to ·· . ;. .. .. · ·..- . 
llajor Commanders or Y1.ll embrace all un1 ts~ . · ·. ·. ·. · 
(BEL 23071'-~I) (SUmmary 1 · 231..4001 .AUgust 1 · · . : ' ·.· · > · 
li 0. ,;6) . . . : . ·' . ·,. . : .. : .. . . . .·. :: . : :~ : .. · .. . :. :: ·. ':.\.: 

: - • •• • • • •• • • ~ • • 0 • 

. ' · . .·:· . : . . 
.. .. . • • ~ · : 0 . . ' lfo, 1049 . . . ,. 

Only Ri~h Preceden~-~ :~raftic:· ~te;eep- . .. · 
. ted was !rom GuadaJ.ea.nal . :. at 0' 00, · 
23rd, to Commander 8TH BASE FORCE, infor
mation Commander 'TH AIR ATrACK, !his mes
sage ~e-addressed !'or in!ormatio~ · to XAG9U 

· OP~IONS FORCE, Gener~ Staf! . • ; · .. . ' . and ~okyo Intelligence ;· (COK 1.4 - ·. 
230815-!I) (Summary 1 2-41.400 1 August, lio, 34) ·-

. ... . . ... 

-.. : . 

.. 
.·· . .. ' . ' . 

: . -

,: . .}!o. ·' .·.· . 
: .. . ·: .•~ ·, ·... . . 

Little operationai type tra!!'ic .se~- .. ~· ;- :~,·· . · :· . · 
:. in lttR FL~E: Area.·: Apparent directives Bird ... :·. ~ · · ~- . : . 

.· .. · , intelligence reports comprise bul.k o~ tra!'- . ·.. ··· . " . 
· ~ · . · · !':1c !'rom Southern Hajor Com:1ands and impor- · ·. · ... · .. 

:· .. . ·. . tant units. . (COY 14-2;30818-~I) (Summa.ry, · · .. ~ . · . .. . . : · .. . : •. · . . 
. · .· 231.;4001 August, lio. ''} · _ .. ·· . . • · :.:, ~ ~ ~. - · 

• • 0 • • • ..... ~ • 

· .. .. 
,' 'o I ·· ' . 

No. 1031 ·: . . -, .... . 
.. · "': .. - ..: .... . ·

.•.· :·' ·-
· Considerable bigh precedence tratrie · . 

.' originated 1n Solomons-Rabaul-Ne~ Guinea · 
Area after about 1030/23 (-9) !rom Guadal- . 

·. · -canal ·-· · • .' COllDESDIV and seTera.l · 
. . . . 

. . . .; .... .. . 
• : <t • I •• • :., • 

Oo .... . 

· .. -~ · . .. 0 

0 ·:~: ·:. 0 

· : . . . .. 
• 4 , • 

.. 
' ... • .. 

. ·: 

.;·· .. . · ... 
•• • •• .~- ... • • • • • • • • ' 0 • :. .; t J. . • • • .. • . .. . ' • • 

-T :-~, ·. -:- : . . . ..... ~ .. · .• .... · .<·'.... :· .; ..... : ... ·:<· ·. ·:. ~ ·;-· .. ·, .. ~~: · :..:_ . . . .-·· . . 'Jso'. 
~ • • 0 • •• 

• • • . .. · - " ... • • - • ~.. : 0 ... ... ' • • • : ·- ·~ 0 0 .. • : • • 0 '. o, • • ,. •• 0 . • .. • • • ... • • 14 ... 

.. .... : ;-. i . , . ., . . . =. . . .. . - • : ·~.: _.: ! : ~:-' ·_ .... .- . 

. · • : ·< ..• -./ ·.·.~ .. ,~ : ::'~ ::: : =··>: .. · ~· : ·• : ;. :: . ·. : . ·,.~ ::---· ~ · .. : .. ~·. : :. .. • .. ,·:.: .:. o:, ... : 
. . 
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AUGUST 23, 1942 (Continued) 

lfo. 1051 (cont.) 

ORIGINAL 
lDecember 1944 

. . ......... 
. . ~ .. ~ 

. ... , 
' .. ·-'.: 

. . . 
0 . ·. ; 0 ' .• . 

• •• l r 

.. . .. · .... 
: .. : ~ ~ unidentified ~calls. 

(COK-14-232018-~I) 

It was noticed: 

DESDIV I is DESDIV 30. 
(Summary 1 240600, August, No. J.3) 

.... 

. · ..... . 

.. ·: : ·. ·~ -~ : 
\ ' 

1.·:.; • I • .. ... . 
.. .. · . . . ,·~ .. - _ ..... 

· . - : I • .. 
. . ' 

Kessages !rom Japanese operational authorities -. ... · ,· . 

in the Empire to the Harbormaster at ~ruk indicated 

that arrangements !or reeei~ing re~oreements !rca 

home waters were being made in the South Paei!ic. An 

enemy ship, tentatively identified as an air tender, 

was thought to be planning to ~oin:. the Eighth Fleet 

in the Rabaul area: 

. . : . I 

No. 1052 
, __ 

· · Xure Ch1e1" o! Stat! . _ 
at 1800, 20th, originated despatch 
to Chief of Staff COHBINED and ~H 
FLEETS and COMDR 4TH BASE FORCE at 
Truk, information to unidentified 

SAEKI AIR - . I XURE 
DEFENSE FORCE, Naval Gen.eral Sta!'f 1 
Operations and transportation See7 
tions and is probably relevant to 
arrival or departure o! a .q!R FLEET 
Unit. · 
(BEL-23073 8-!I) 

• I • 
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ORIG!l!AL 
l December 19.44 

AUGl1S'l' 2 3 , 19,42 (Continued) ... . "" 
\ :. 

no. 10,2 (cont.) "'· . 

It was noted& 

.. \is ident1:r1ed by OPN.AT . as . .. · . i 

2ND ESCOE% FORCE. . 
(Sl.lmmaey, 231..4001 August, lJo. ~) 

. : . . I 
. : I ·. . . . ·. _. : . . . I 

' . '• . : . : . .I 

.. I Wo, 10,3 

Unidentified - ~ at 22/1230 1 
addressed Ch1e£s o~ Staf!_!ollowing 
lPleetsr COllBINED . 1, ~H . 
· ·1 8!R · • - 1 ls!· AIB · 1 
. • • J • - · I 
lltH AIB - - . COKDESRONS 2 and 
lO, 41'R _BASE FC?RCE, ~ruk, !ru.k Harbor 
J(aste! _,. . . J infC? Opera~ions 
. 1 Yok?suka . . ·; and frok 

Docks , Probably arranging 
berths undetermined units !rom YokD
suka. 
(COK-14-232024-!I) . · . 
(Summaey1 24060.01 August, Bo. ~) . 

..... 

. I 

. . ... . 1 
.. 

. I 

No, 105.4 ·. . . . 
.. . 

· .. .. 

. 

. .. 
.. • .. J 

. '• 

' . 
.. • ·~ .! 0 • • • • .:, • • • • J. : • • i 

. Despatch originated by un10ent1- . · · ~ :· ·· .... · · · .· · 
~ !ied llan-of'-War . ' at ~700, 20th, ·. : · .. 

· to CIHC S'!H FLEE'! ~ CINC 3liD . . · · ·. · · . . .. 
FLE~ (?) . I. · COliDR STH BASE . . . 
FORCE at Rabaul . .. :, _COKD~. 22ND . . .. 
BASE FORCE at Balikpapan .J in- .. .. ··:· .. · 
formation CINC COYBINED FLEET - . , .. 
and un.ident1£1ed · indicates this 
unit will join>· 8TH FLEEr in Rabaul Area. 
Point of departure may be Balikpapan. . .. . . (BEL-230738-!I) · . . ._- .; . 

·'. : . 

.. I~ ~as decl.aredt 

. . · .. 

. I 

.. . 

.... •• "';. "', 

_ .. .. ... 

' .. 

. . : . . . ··. .. 
' ... . . . : • ·:. ·! . - .. . 

\ : . ·.. :· . .. _. .. ·.·: : .. ·· .. .. .. · ·152 - ~ 

' 0 : ·._ • . . . : • 0 • .. :.. •.: . ; . . ·: . 
. · .. 

• • ~ 0 • ~ •• • • ... -· . ! •• 
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ORIGINAL 
l Dec ember 19 4J. 

AUGUS! 23, 1942 (Continued) 

.-

No, 1054 (eont~) 

that . . _ • ' zaay be an Air fender. 
(Summaey, 231.400 1 August, lfo • .43) 

.l unit o~ the Japanese !hird !'leet announced 

that it would arriTe at Soerabaya on August 26; 19.42s 

No, 1055 

FRO!l: _ l 
~0 I 

Says, •Departing Palao(?) on 
the 23rd and arriving Soerabaya on 
the 26th.• 
(COM-~230742-DI) 

It was remarkeds 

. is identified as 3RD FLEE!. 
( Su=mary~- 231400 1 August , Bo. 34) 

.· ·. · ·. -- ~ : · . . . 

Another report on the battleship YAKA!O was 

receiTed_ at this time~ ~d warning was issued th3t · -
the battlesnip FUSO might be accompanying the SeTenth 

. . 
Cruiser Squadron as it approached the Solomon Islands, 

~he battleship Karma, together :with the DRISHillA, · 
. . 

El~UNA, an~ the aircraft carrier ZUIKAKU~ was associa-

ted with t he Solom~ns~ ~lthough no positive indication 

753 · .. 
! . , . . · 
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I 01UGI1'j..&~ 
1 Decell't>er l.944 

AUGUst 23, 1942 (Continued) 

· had been rece1Ted which praTed their presence therein: 

lio, 10'6 

Un1dentU'1ed Karu __ . ;ad
dressed serial nuaber 20, at 0900, . 
2l.st1 to · ____ . iYAllO:t'O - --· \ 

- - ~or Pa~ster ___ _j 
1n!'ormat1on- .3RD TLEE! Paymaster _ 

- .. and unidentilied _ .:...- .. - J tokio de
liTered this despatch on his broadcast, 
thereby suggesting YAKA!O is aetual1y 
the ~atUesbip rather tban the name o! 
a paymaster. 
(BEL-2.307.38-!I) 
(Summa~, 2.31..400 1 August, lio, '2! · 

Indications that Japanese Battle
ship FUSO may be 1n company 1fi th 71'H 
CRUISER SQUADRON approaching New Bri
tain Area. 
(CinC E.F.~802Z/2.3) 

· . It was observeda 

C,O.I.S. EJ~!ERN FORCES on lS 
August stated Japanese :BB FUSO be
lieTed on passage to Solomon Islands. 
(Summary, 250600 1 August, No. 22) 

. D~stroye~ -- addressed 
~ONGO . ~ CINC lS~ AIR FL~ 

) COUDESRON .3 • 1 

754 
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·J.UGU~ 23, 1942 (Continued) 

lfo, 1058 (eont.) 

COYDESDIV _ __ _ _ _ J 1n:!' o lU.Rtr 
at 0800, 21st. 
(G!#738-0PNAV-2300-TI) 

It was stated: 

01\IGIN!L 
l December ~944-

. . , 

.... ... 

' - , COHDESROB 3 appeared 1n the Palao 
Area on Aug, 21st, with so:e units o! 
DESRON 3, escorting CRUDIV 7 in Ticin
ity of New Britain. On Aug, 20th1 

. -· . 

DESDIV •of DESRO~) appeared pos-
sibly escorting a convoy which is en-
route Pal..ao to Ba baul. :appears 
to be a destroyer ot DESDIV , and 
was indicated by traffic routing to be 
1n truk Area on Aug. 19th. The battle
ship KONGO 1 along with KIRISHlla, H.ARUNJ.~ 
and the Carrier ZUIXAKU, has been ·associ
ated rl th Truk Area, but there are no 
positive indications that these units are 
actua.ll.y in the X:ru.k Area. is a 
new call and is not nositively identified. 
(COU 14 believes - is CRUDIV 7). 
(SW!Cla.ry, 230600 1 August, No. 21) 

A report, which located the cruiser CHIKUXA 

. · .. 

.· . 

1n the Soerabaya-Koepang area, was received, although , 

traffic analysis appeared to confirm the presence of 

this warship in the vicinity of T:ruk. Cruiser DiTi

sion Eighteen was still active in the Solomons, as 

was the KAKO and the FURA!AKAz 

755 
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OlUGDfAI.. 
~ Decembe:o 19+4 

AUGUS% 2j, 19.42 (Conullued) 

3apanese Cruiser CBilOJlU. in 
Soerabaya-Koepa~ Area. 
(Cine E.F.-0802Z/23) -It li'&S commentedl .. 

On 22 August tra~~ic ~or CEIXUKA 
was again routed to Truk by toqo, 
confirming this Cruiser in 1'rUk Area. 
On 2.4 August !I stated CEIXUUA o~ 
CRUDIV 8 and Kure NaT)" Yard Dry Dock 
Section included as addressees in a 
despatch !rom HaT~ Secretary, Yhieh 
may suggest arrangements ·ror docking 
the CHIKUUA at Kure or may refer to 
docking previously carried out. 
(Summa~ 2~0600, Augwst1 !io. 36) 

Ro, 1060 

Comdr. 'TH SPECIAL LANDING FORCE 
sent a 2 part priority at 23/~'' 
action Staff Communication Officer 
CRUD:ty 181 whose guard 1s Fleet Unit 

• 
(COY-14-232018-!I) 

It was indicated: 

.: has been suggested as a 
Destroyer o! DESDIV 8 o! DESRON 4. 
(Summary, 2406001 August, No. 1.4) 

No, 1061 

.· 

.: .. 

~~!fic . rout1ng indicates KAKO 
; and li'ORUTAKA ' to be 

still 1il New Britain Area. · 
(BEL-230738-!I) 
(Summary, 23J..4.00, A~gust1 lio • .U) 

~- • t 

. . . . . . -. . .. : 
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ORIGINAL 
l Deca.ber l944 

.AUGUS't 23, 19.4.2 (Con'Unued) 

. 

Jo, l063 -(cont.) 

3al.uit Atoll and l.ib Island or :Ribong 
Is., are suggested as possibilities. 
CINCPAC reported that KAKOI appeared 
in rtc1n1 ty of lia. baul. on Aug. 20th. 
Previous translation of this message 
by OPNAT indicated place o! departure 

· was RYP instead PYR. RYP also '-s un
identified but say be 1n Ticini ty 
Gilbert Islands since other RY desig
nation occur there. 
(Summarr, 240600 1 .A.ugust, llo. l6) 

No. 1064 

}originator in a highest 
priority at 23/16 minutes, garbled, 
addressed CINC 8TH FLEET.,_ COYDE~RONS 
2 and 3 1 S'!H BASE FORCE l 
into Destroyer Units -- , 

(COM-~-232018-~I) 

It was notedz 

· is DESDIV 30 o! DESROlf 6. 
-.. , is a destroyer 1n DESDIV 29 of 

DESRON 6. : is a destroyer of 
DESDIV 15 o! DESRON 3. 
(Summary 1 2406001 August, No. 17) 

No. 1065 

COMDESRON 2 . • :, about 
06~0 1 23rd, commenced sending series 
or short 4-Kana R.I. or D/F qes:patches 
addressed to SOtfr~. FORCE . • ; 
CINC 2ND FLEE! and CINC lSt 

. . . . 

758 
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. -, :.-:~ . 'l . . . .. . . . .. . . . 
.... .· ~ . AUGUst 63 ,· 1942 (Continued) -

. .... . 
... .. . t 

.· 
.~ ~ .:, :-; llo, 106' (co~.) 

': 4. . . • . . . .. ~ .. ... . . . 
. . . _ .... _ ..... 

; . . _. ~ 

.. . ··.· . 

.. . AIR FLEE% 
. ( COH-1.4-230 SlS-~I)_ 

. . .. 

\ 

•.· It was ·declared a · 
.. : . ~ .. 

~-.. : ·_ ...... ! . :.. . . -
0. · • · - •• ' ~ • 

COKD~~~ 2 · 1~ . cur;ently as·soci-: . . 1 

ated nth CRUDIV 6~ . apparentl.y in the 
Solomon Area. · · · · · · ·.· · ;. 

... 

(SUmmar,., 23J..4.00,· ~~t1 lo~.' .ftl.) , 
. . ~ .. . .. . . .. . . . . 

~--~ ·: .... · / ,.t . . . : •. : ··. . : . ... ·:· ·. . ...... 
__ , . .• .. :: . 

lfo, l.o66 f . . ... 
•,. ! . . ... _. .. . . . 

"" • • 0 • DESDIT and DD , l o~ 
. _ in DESRmf 6

1 
and DD. _ . tot 

11n DESRON 1 closely associated 
· ·. ·and . \ .and : ·-· · - .' pelieTed in com- · . · 

· .. , .. . . . . pany. ·. . . . · .. . . 
. ·· .· . · . . . :· : . .. (COli-~2:30818-!I) . · .. ·· ·· .. · . 

... -·. :~ . . _, ; . 

. . -~ ·-.·. 

It was declared: 
. · .. · ·. 

is iden ti.fied as DESDIV 30 · 
_. .. . and translation or his seriu 365 1 : or 

I ,, ... 

. ··.·_.·..;. · .~ ~-

.),... . · . . . ..... . 
. . ~ . . 

- • ~ • ~ 0 •• .. . . _ ...... _ ... 
.. ·. ' .. ... , ; : 
"~- . 

. ., 

. : · ._. . 
: . .. .. ·.-·" 
: ... ~. ... 

• I . . . .. . 
'· '. - ~ . . U August, $hewed he expected to ar- · .. : 

:>::J--:: ._' · .-~-:- .... ·rive liaba.u1 21 August frora Truk. · I • _ . ..... -; ... : 

........ ... . ~ .. · · ... ·. ·,_ · ·is identified as DESDIV ·29. ! . · ·· • 
. _ ·.-.-:~ : ;. · ~·:···~~ : ·~ :·-~ · .. ;· is identified as DESDIV 9•·· Both Des.:. :~- · . .. -~~·-= :. ··: ·- .•. J. 

·.·. ~ .... -:-· · :;' . .- :-,: ·· ' . . troyers ·- _ • and . _ iwere prominent . · ~ · · ·· 
·: . , :·~ .' .• ·:: .L ..;_ : :··: in operational :tra.ftic rl th -Guada1canal ·· · · ~- · · : .' ~ 
• • . - ·_;.. 1 ... .. .-•• _ • • • • .Staticn · · on 22 .August. ~hese . · · ..... . ... 
:_ ,. '.: : ::···> · .. . · - ah;ips are also associated with COUDESROJI · .· . . .. .. 
· . ... '- ~ · .• _., .. ,. · . · .. · ~- . 2 and CQPCRUDIV 6 · · .. · .. :~ .. . '"' ... ; ·: : .. .. -.. ~ . '':'.. . ; ~ . '· . 
. ·~ .; .... :······ . : _,_· · ~: ·. ~-·· (Snmmf!ry, 2.:31.4001 August, Ho~ 42) .. : .·: ·, . ·· · .. > -'· : .~ ·: 

-::·:~:- <;~:"::.! :. :: ;.~~~-:·: - ~ ~ .. ' -~·.\. · /-.··· .. - ~·-· .- . ···:·· )... . . ·. :~;: ~ .. ~·~.-:.;::: .. : . .-:, .. -: ~ .. :: .. , 
~ -~ .. ·.:_ · . . ~:· ... ;j :· . . >". ;_Close attention was .. being ·paid to the location 

: _{/~i./,~~ ;: ··· o;·: J~-~~~s~ : :~ire;~~t : ·c~·~~~-~-;~·, since the enemy'· s : ·.· ·· 
. • ~ ~ . 

:, .·. • .. -·.; · ... :· •. :·.~· .··· .": ·:·· .. · ... : -~ · . 
• '• I ..._:• • • : • , I •' 

: . . · •. 

-:- •·· .·•· .. :-· .. 
· ·-=· 

: . . . ~ . . . . . ·.;·~ -~. ' ... , .. · .. ~··. · ..... ..... . . 
. . .. ... ... .. . ~ .. . 
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ORIGINAL 
I DeceJaber 1.944 

AUGUS% 23; 19.42 (Continued) 

str1k1n& power would be considerably strengthened by 

their presence. ~he ZUIEO appeared 1n radio tra.£t1.c 

on the eTening of .August 22, and it was thought tD:at 

it was somewhere 1n the Empire. ~he HOSED was placed 

at Xure, and the K.ASUGA llARU, ferrying planes, was 

belleTed to be headed south !rom the Empire. lfo 

radio transmission had b·een recei Ted !roa the RYUJ'O 

since 3uly 2.4, but it bad appeared as an addressee 

at various times up to August 14. Its absence !rom 

radio traffic since that time led to the suggestion 

that it rrlght be undergoing an overhaul in a 1iaTY 

Yard. 

No. 1067 

ZUIED · ' was heard working 
Carrier Plane Group - · · · 

! during evening of 22nd and beal'
ings place that ship on a l.ine between 
Kagoshima and Harmon. 
(BEL-230715-TI) . . 

It was rei!larked: 

ZUIHO, by !.I., appears to be in 
Sasebo Area. 
(S~ry, 231400, August, No. 13) 

. 760 
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OR!GINAI., . 
I Dece.ber 1944 

. AUGUS'l' 23, 1942 (Conti.J::rUed) 

Jo, l06S 

:~- . . . 

ZD'IRO belieTed 1n Empire. EOSBO 
at Kure l.SOO, 2.lst, by speci:f:i.c trat
:t'ic routing 1nstruet:1ons. KASUGA. lUBI1 
belieTed Southbound :froa Eapire. 
(COli~l4-230822-'%I) . · . . . . ·. 

It was obserTedl . . 
. · .-

'1' .I. indicated KASUG.A. Ji.ARU .i.n 
Saipan Area 21 August. 
(Swmary, 231.400, August, lio. 1.4) 

I!o. 1069 

· .. 

·Io tra!!'ic !rom RYUJO s:i.nce 24 · 
July~ 
(COK-14-230822-~I) 

It was stated: 

!!YUJ'O has, ho\Tever, appeared as .. 
an addressee up to ~ August, and also 
at various t:i.mes up to then was exempted 
!rom Collective CAP~IV 2 addresses• · It 
"Yas suggested that . RYUJO ·might 'be .1n· 
Navy Yard. · ·. . · ... ·.". · -~ ·. ·· . . · · :. · ,_·· :· 

-~Summary., 231400 1 .August, Ro. l6) · .. · ·.-: . · 
•· 
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· However·,- ene;iy Aisp.atc~s ·in the .. late afternoon '' . -~ 

o:t .August 22 indicated that the Commander' 1n Chief . ot . .. :. · .. . · .. 
. . . . . . - ~ . 

.. . the · FUost Air .Fleet w~.'s ~~~d .· the SHOKAKIJ aceom~~~ : .·: ~ .. : 
.. . ··- . . : . · - -~· - . 

U,g the ZUIKAKU • . . !he .fact that TrUk reported to tokyo . . · 
- • • 0 0 

concerning its inability ~o relay tra!.fic to the R;lUJO 
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ORIGilfJJ, 
1 December l.944 

' AUGUST 23, 19~2 (Continued) 

probably indicated that all these carriers, plua 

some plane transports, were en route to the 1'ruk 

area: 

Jfo. 10'70 

· Tra!t1c for SHOKAKU · 
and RYUJ'O ' i v;as rou t .ed to 
~ruk for deliverY·by Tokio during 
afternoon of 22nd. Truk l.ater in
formed Tokio he ";;as unable deliver 
traffic to RYUJ'O. Indications such 
as this tend to confirm· belie! these 
vessels are enroute this area and · 
Tokyo is routing tra!f1c 1n normal. 
manner. 
(BEL-230715-TI) .. . 
(S,~cmary, 2:31.400, _August, lfo. 27) 

no. 1071 

·,., 

.. * , .a• • 

! . . ~ -~ . ! ... • . ... . .. 

CINC 1ST ;.IR FLEET a board .. 
SHOKAKU and believed 1n compaz:cy" with 
ZUIKAKU, are in Truk Are~ according 
to traffic routin~. · 
(cou-~-23~822-TIJ . 

It was co~ented: 

The ZUILl.KU and SHOKA.KU have 
been silent sinee 15 August. ~ese 
carriers are associated with other 
ships 1n What appears by T.I. to be 
a TAS~ FORCE under CINC 1ST AIR FLEET. 
Possibility of movement o! these ships . 
to the South seems likely because of 

.. ·.• 

· ' . .. 
• · . 

·. 
, .. 

• .. , 0 ~ ., 

. ,. 

. .. . 
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·oRIGilfAL 
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AUGUST 23. 1942 (Continued) 

lfo. 1071 {eont.) 

associations or CIBC 1ST AIR FLEET 
w1. th 21ID ~ 4TH and s~ FLEET cnrcs, · 
and since .a small amount o-r tra!'fic 
!or CINC lS! AIR FLEET, or members 
or his starr, 1ras routed to Truk on 
22 August, howeTer, trartte was also 
broadcast for CINC lST AIR FLEET r.rom · 

.. 
t ' . · ••. 

. · Tokyo on the same date. T • • : .--: • 

- · (Snrmary, 2:31.4001 August, 1fo. 2£) ·· 

l!o, 1072 

1ST An FLEE! ltaru _ ·1a 
eYidentl.7 enroute !l'om Xure to Truk 
and associations suggest units or 
carrier-based Plane Groups _ . !and 

. may be aboard this ship. 
(BEL-230739-TI) . 
(Summar,r, 231400, August, No. 28) 

J. 
I • 
I • 

·. "". 

.. 

' , 

. . . 
· It was thought thet the Japanese Air Squadron 

· Twenty-six was stationed at Karlengt . 
.. ' .. .... · ... . .. . ·-·.-

·-. . 
. ' .. 

. .. ··~!;' ..... . ' "' , .: •. . . . . . ' Wo. 1073 . .· .. ·. . . 

Trarrie ro; ·start Co~~-ati~~ ~ .- · ., ·. : . . 
. . .. ... .. . 

! ' · .. 

'· 

Officer A.IRON 26 • . • is em.anat- · · · · · · · · . · . · . . _ .. , . 

1.ng .!rom Rabaul with indications or . 
that comcand being at Kavieng. · 
(BEL-230738-TI) . · . 
(Summary, 2314001 August, No. 3S) .. ...... . 

. .. 

.. . ~ 

Heav,y operational traffic in the Yokosuka · · 
. . ' 

Defense Force area attracted the attention of 'American . 
. . .. . . . ... .. -

. ' . .. ·. . . . · .. 

·- · , 
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AUGUST 23, 1942 (Continued) 

tra!tic all.al.ysts. !he ~W.A ~, 'Whi.ch had b~n 

located at Yokosuka~ now announced its departure for 

RabauJ.. Two air tenders were en route from the 

Empire to 'rruk, and another air tender was al.ready 
-· . 

in .Raba.ul. Two other ·yaru.s were noticed ill this area, ' -

together 1f'1 th the AKEBONO lURU 1 a tanker 1 ·slated to 

refuel warships in that area: 

l'!o. 107'4 

XJ~~A UABU ,J~t 15001 
.22nd, originated despatch for action 
CINC llTH AIR FL~T . ~ , uniden-
tified , and ~ormation Command
ers 8TH BASE FOP.~ at Rabaul .. . , 
AIRON ~ _ . and Operations Sec-
tion NaTal General Staff. Further 
confirming indication this vessel will 
shortly depart for Rabaul Area. 
(BEL-230715-TI) . · : 
(Summar.y1 2314001 August, Jo. 21) 

. . 

' 

' · 

. :: . ' , · .. 

No. 1075 

. Large amount operational tra!tie 
involving YOKOSUKA DEFEllSE FORCE Units 
suggests considerable movements in that 
area. Tentative CHITOSE · in 
communication these units. XJ~~WA 
MJJm also belieTed moving !rom Yokostika. 
( COM:-1.4-~30815-TI) . . . 

· It ~s indicated: 

KAMIKAWA YAF.U made apparent movement 

• 0 ~ 

. ~ 

• • 0 • • 

.. 0 . ... 
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AUGUST 23, 1942 (Continued) 

1ro. 1075 (cont.) 

report 22 .August~ indicating "desti
nation Rab2.ul Area. On 19 August, 
T.I. indicated possible movement of 
CHITOSE !rom Yokosuka Area to ~ 
(Summary, 241400, August, No. 22) 

1fo. lQTQ . 

KAYlXAW.A MARti . ·, at 1600~ 
22nd, sent typical zone report indi
cating departure Yokosuk.a for Rabaul · 
Tia Chichij1.ma1 Saipan and !ruk. 
(COM-14-230824-TI) . 
(Summary, 231400 1 August, No. 20) 

lfo. 1077 

F.outing and association indicate: 
DESDIV 1n Ra baul .Axe a. Aux-

iliary lin Rabaul .Area. Airten-
der : in Rabaul. 2ND PATROL FORCE, 

J in Rabaul Area and associated 
w1 th AKEBOHO MARU and DESDIV . ,4 

.. 

lURU . ·enroute Truk to Rabaul. ·: · 
{EEL-230800-TI) . 

It was observed: · . . . . 
' is DESDIV 30. !irtender 

- ;appeared to be transporting part 
of plane group ' to the Rabaul J..rea. ·· 
On Aug. 2lst, Comdr~ 2ND PATROL FORCE , 
. _, was indicated by traffic rout-
ing and associations as enroute Empire 
to Saipan. AKEBONO MARU is a tanker 
which has been indicated as possible 

.. . , . .. . 
( . . . . ' . ·. · 

. , .. 
.• 
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AUGUST 23, 1942 (Continued) 

Wo. 107 7 (cont.) 

ORIGilfAL 
I December 194-4 

!'uel ship ~or DESDIV 30, CRI!DIV 6 
and other ships 1n the Ra baul Area. 
(Summary, 240600, August, ~o. 18) 

Wo. 1078 
. . 

Routing and association indicate: 
DESDIV ·a Palao Area. JURU 

A.irtender land _ · enroute 
Emp:1re to Truk Tia Chichi.j 1I:ta and Sai-
pan. KARU _ in Truk Area. Comdr. 
SHICHIKO AIR at Truk • . 
(BEL-23080D-TI) 

It was stated: 

On Aug. 16th, according to rout
ing and association, the MJ~U Airtender 
YUKA 3 was indicated as enroute from 
Ra baul to Truk. Comdr. SHI NCHIKU AIR 
GROUP was associated with SHOKAKU1 SET-
TSU, Carrier Plane Groups - and 

, and Comdr. BIHOP.O AIR GF.OUP, on 
Aug. 19th, nhich suggested that some air 
operations or exercises were involved; 
the fact that the routing indica ted that 
SROKAKU and SETTSU were not ~ company 
suggests that the operations or exercises 
have already been completed. . Prior to 
Aug. 19th, Comdr. SHINCHIKU AIR GROUP 
appeared 1n the Northern Area. 
(Summary, 240600 1 August, No. 7) 

A Haru ·which had been shuttling back and forth 

bet~een Rabaul and Truk announced its departure for 

Truk on August 22. Japanese Navy merchant ships ~ere 

· · ·~ 76S 
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AUGUST 23, 1942 (_Continued) 

aceustomed to announced their arrival and departure 

trom various communication zones, and with this ~ 

formation }~erican observers were able to plot 

their course: 

No. 1079 

FROM: 
TO : 

;{A ID..RU) 
'. 4TH FLEET) 

Truk) 

"Departed Rabaul !or !ruk on 
the 22nC.." 
(co~-14-230204-DI) 

It was cocmented: 

This MARU left Truk a bout l..4 
August and arTived Rabaul at Noon 
19 Augu~t. 
(Summary, 2306001 August, No. 87) 

No. 108 0 

l!aru Movements: 
Call From !2. · · . 

· .ra:IUrt Truk Zone 
1 Rabaul Truk Zone 

Jaluit Truk Zone 
(COM-14-230815-TI) 
(Summary, 241400, August, 

'rime 
1200, 26th 
osoo, 25th 
2400, 23rd 

No. 29) 

The presence of the Co~ander of the First 

Landing Force t ;as indicated at Palao. The Yokosuka 

.·· . 

. . . 

·. 

, . .. -
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1 Dec&mber 1944 

AUGUS! 23, 1942 (Contimled) 

!hird Speeia~ Landing Foree was being sent to RabaUl: 

No, lOSl 

FRO?l: !iU'.!ITI #297 Aug. 10 
Unreadab~e, but concerns ad

Tanee of Yokosuka #3 SPECIJ.L LANDING 
FORCE to Ra baul.. 
(:BEL-230305-DI) 

It iiaS indica ted: 

lfUYITI appears to be Tokyo tn-· 
telllgenee. DUTCH EAST INDIES FOP.CE 
(SUWA S) serial #~06, Aug. 9th, says 
that the _ YAF.U carryi.ng the YOA:o
SUKA #3 SPECIAL LJ_~ING FORCE ~ de
~~rt Ambon for Rabaul about (date) 
tlater than Aug. 12th). TheToth :BASE 
FORCE (Ambon) is ordered to proTide 
escort. 
(Summary, 240600, August, No. 15) 

No. 1082 

•COMDR. ~ST LANDING 
FOFCE at PALAO" orig~ted despatch to 
Comd:r. .ta.TOR FORCE in T.ESTERN SECTOR 
(A~TY). Despatch intercepted at 14101 
22nd. . . . 
(BEL-230800-TI) · 
"(Summary, 240600, August, No. 9) 

Japanese submarines were actiTe in various 

parts of the Empire, Submarine Division Thirty

. three, of Submarine Squadron Seven, ~as operating 

768 
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AUGUST 23, 1942 (Contiaued) 

1n the Solomons area; fiTe units ot Submarine 

Squadrons FiYe and Eight we~e based at Saigon, t'l-om 

lt'hi.c:h a Di Yision or Submarine Squadron Eight had 

recently departed tor the Empire. It seemed certain 

that a.ll un1 ts or Submarine Squadron One were in the 

Sou~~east Pacific: .· 

COMSUBDIV ;i"ndieated remrln-
ing in 8TH FLEET uea. 
(C0~-14-230824-TI) 

. · ' 
..; 
·. ' 

, • • • i .· 

It was noticed: ·. 

! is SUBDIV 33 o! SUBRON 7 and 
while not heard from since 11 August, 
appeared to operating in the Solocons 
uea. at that time. 
(Sumcary, 231400, August, No. 46) 

. .. 

... 

.... ... 

.. · : lJo. 1084 .. .. .. . 
SUBDIV 'or SUBROl'f 5, 1nc1ud-

ing subs · .I and . and SUBDIV 
. ' or SUBROK s, including subs 

and ; now comprise 
total of five submarines operating out 
of Saigon. . 
(C0?:~-14-230824-TI) . 
(Summary, 231400, August, No. 47) 

' . 
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AUGUST 23, 1942 (Continued) 

lfo. 1085 

All Units of StrnDIV ap-
pear to be underway for ~pire. 
{COM-14-230824-TI) 

It was noted: 
' 

SUBD~V (is 1n SUBROn 8 
and has been in the S~igon ~ea ac
cording to T.I. 
(Summary, 23~00, August, No. ~8) 

Wo. 1086 

C0!1SUBDIV _ i. o·r SUBRON 1 
originated 2 despatches on 23rd, . 
to all major commands interested 
in 8TH FLEET Area, including COM
SUBDIV : . . . ~ also or SUBR01f 1, 
Showing this division probably 1n 
that area, and placing all SUBRO.N 
1 units in the SOUTREAST'EP.N FORCE. 
(C0~-14-232026-TI) · 
(Summary, 240600, Jl.ugust1 lfo. 19) 

The Japanes~ used their submarines in the 

Southwest Pacific ·primarily !or scouting p~poses, 

and two operational reports from submarines on this 
. . 

day .indicated that they ~ere Qperating according to 

their usual custom: 

No. 108-7· 

8TH BASE FORCE Communication .... . 

770 
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AUGUST 23, 19~2 (Continued) 

lfo, 1.087 (eont.) 

Officer .. _ : at 09.45, .addressed 
urgent operational type despatch to 
al.l ships ' . ·mthin Rabaul 
Communication Channel. Despatch . 
probably contains information or ez:;eJ:IY 
sub!:lar1ne sighting 1n Rabaul .Are:a. 
(BEL-230800-!I) 
(SUI!ll!1!lry, 2.40600, August, 1io. ~) 

No. 1088 

Another 'or:igin on Submarine 
~equency 13220 ' sent an operational code 
at 23/1030, 2 addressed· Chie:fs of Sta!! 
CO!!BINED 1 2ND, 1ST AIE FLEETS, 8'1'R FLEE! 1 
11TH AIR FLEET 1 Comdr. 5TH AIR ATTACK 
COF~S., SUBRON 1 1 6TH AIR ATTACK CORPS.; 
info Southeastern SUBFORCE Collective 
HON 4. Latter placed by DF, 2 station 
cut, at 0615/23rd, r:a.s 060 South, 1640 
East. This may have been a sighting or 
intelligence report. 
(C0~-14-232022-TI) 
(Summary, 240600, August, No. 20) 

·An important dispatch from the Commander af 

the Japanese Submarine Force r.as addressed to almost · 

all the units which '!:ere either at or destined to 

be in the Rabaul area: 

l'fo. 10 89 

At 23/1200, COUSUBFOP.CE under call 

.· 
~ .... , 

771 ·. ·-
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AUGUST 23, 1942 (Continued) . ' 

.lfo. 1089 {con~ · 

· .. \.originated 2 fairly long des
patches, action COYDESRON 7 (belieTe 
should be COMSU"BI\ON 7 who i.s opera t
ing ill Ra baul. area according a Tail
abel R.I.) and SOUTREA.Sl'EF.N SUB!:!ARINES 

:: "' ... ... : · 0 

. ___ i info CINCSCO~INED, 2nd, 1S~ 
.. 
~ -AIR, 11TH AIE1 and 8TH FLEETS, Command- . 

. ers .4TH, 5TH, 6TH, and STR AIR ATTACK 
CORPS., and COMDESRON 2. A 4 bearing . 

. ·,- . . : 

fix on this -transmission placed it near ~ ' 
or at Saipan. List or addressees com-, . 
prises nearly all units 1n or shortly 
destined Babaul . .Uea including Destr9y
ers i and· lDESDIY i 
less __ ) COMSUBDIY · 'and DeS-
troyer ; 
(COM-14-232022-232~24-TI) 

.· 
It was declared: 

DESRONS 2 and 7 appear in the 
Solomon-New Britain Area. There have 
been no preTious indications of an 8TH 

. -·AIR ATTACK FORCE. The 4TH AIR AnACK : 
FORCE normally· operates 1n the ilanda te ·. · . .. 
Island Area, but some or the un1 ts or · , . · · 
this· attack !'orce are curnntly rein- .· . . · 
f'orcing the STH AIR ATTACK :roRCE in . .. : .' .(. . . ·· :· 
the P.abaul Area. L1kem.se 1 the 6TH . . · . 
AIR. ATTACK FORCE normally operates in · · 
the Empire-Northern Areas, .but some ·or -:: 
the units of this attack torce are also 

•• _ _ !. .• • 

1n· the Rabaul Area. Commander .of the . . _ ·._··.· . .. . · _ 
6!H AIR .ATTACK FORCE appears at Tenian. · .. · · .. ;: ·. · .· . 

· . . (SUIIU11ary., 240600, August, No. ·;u) .. · . . ... -_', · . 

Evidence that Japanese espion_age agents were 

. .. .. . , • 
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AUGUST 23, 1942 (ContinUed) 

still at work in. the United States Yas contained in 

the following dispatches: 

Wo. 1090 

FROY: Madrid (Sums.) #907 20 August 19.42 
TO : Toleyo 

Strictly secret-- To Inte~gence ·-
Dispatched from New York on August 14. 

1. According to secret in!ormation 
from Los Angeles, on August ~, a eonToy 
of 9 ships took on a cargo of all equip
ment needed !or making a landing in the 

. face or the enemy, and sailed !or Aus
tralia. A convoy or 11 ships also arrived 
from Australia, and in additions to a 
cargo o~ foodstuffs, brou~~t sick and 
wounded soldiers from New Zealan~ Yany of 
the sufferers had died during the homeward 
voyage due to the (roughness ?) of the 
cr ossing. 

2. Another convoy of 2~ ships carry
ing cargoes totalling 55 1 000 tons arr1Ted 
at Los ,i...ngeles. It is thought that both 
of the above convoys had joined to form 
one large convoy during the voyage !'rom 
Australia~ · · . 

!his has been transmitted to Berlin· 
and to Rome. · . 
(GZ#6057-JAP DIP-QPNAV 23182o-TI) 
(Summar,y1 . 231400, August, Wo. 5) 

No. 1091 

FROY: Madrid 
TO : Toky~ 

#908 20 August 1942 

·. 773 
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AUGUST 23. 1.9~2 (Continued) 

Wo. 1091 (cont.) 

Strictly secret To Intelli-
gence -- Dispatched from Ne7. York on 
August 14th. _ 

1. Rumors are being circulated 
to the effect that if the American 
troops ~hich landed ~ the Solomon 
Islands can ·hold on there ~or another 
month, they rlll then be supported by 
por.erful rein~orcements. 

2. I had dinner today rl th a cer
tain official, r.ho shall ·be nameless; 
and he told me that a combined ~leet 
was now being assembled for the pur
pose of recapturing Timor and then pro
ceeding on to attack the Solomons. He 
said it would be necessarJ for the 
American air forces constantly to chal
lenge the Japanese air force at both 
Ticor and the Solomons, but that the 
high American military authorities con
sidered the Japanese air force very 
cuch inferior to the American, and ~ere 
confident of cocplete victory if only 
the American air forces could maintain 
contact F.ith the enemy. 

3. The same person told me that 
Ter.y power~ forces ~ere now being 
gathered to go to India, also for the 
purpose of conquering Burma, Thailand, 
~nd the Malacca (Malay?) Peninsula; 
and that at the latest, these forces 
would be on their T.ay by October. He 
also said that first of all a:huge air 
offensive (~auld be carried out and that 
this?)a would be followed by an attack 
by armored troops. 
a - One line missing at this point, but 
context indicates above meaning. 
(GZf-6060-JAP DIP-OPNAV-231420-DI) 
(Suomary, 231400, A~gust, No. 7) 

774 

I 

r 
i 

•. 

., 
I 
I 
! 



-- .. · - -- -·--·· -- - -- ·- · - ··- - · - --:-- --- -

! 
I 

ORIGTirAL 
l December 19-44 

AUGUST 23, 1942 (Continued) 

j 
~ 

i . 

No. lOQ2 

.; 

No. 1093 
' 

) 

.• ! • • · 

The Summary issued by the fleet Intelligence 

Officer of the United States Pacific Fleet on 

23 August 1942 stated: 

; 

•. , . 
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lio • . 1095. 

FRO~: CINCPAC 230345 August 1942 
TO : COMINCII 

CO:!SOPACFOR 
COMS'ITP ACFOR 
J~L TASKFOBCOllSPAC 
COMPASEAFRON 
COM!L4.WSEAFRON 
CO!(;!ESTSEL~Olf 
CO!.tNO~TSE.A.."'RON 
OPNAV 
COMNAVEO 

Bulletin No. 160 tJCR 110.3 J 

Disposition of Carriers. 
SHOKAk'U, ZUIKAKU enroute Japan to 

Truk. Possible HITAI'~, HAYAT.AKAi ZUIEO 
mey depart Empire for Truk short y. 
Estimate RYUJO in home yard. HOSHO in 
Honshu r.aters. KASUGA 1-~AEU enroute 
Truk. Detachc~nt Kisaratsu Air Group 
at Kaneng. CBIKUM.A in Truk area. 

Possibly 2 battleships BJ_TDIV 3 
also in vicinity Truk.. COMSUBFOR near
ing Truk. Air tender ICAGU H.ARU may de
part Truk for New Britain near future. 
FUJ'IKA~'.'A MARU heading south .from .rapan. 

·· ' 
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AUGUST.24. 1942 

!he Battle or the Eastern Solomons continued on 

this day, but the usual .cogmunication irite~ligence 

available on this day vil~ ~e dis~ussed first. 

Enemy radio tra!ric was very heavy. It was · 

noted that a new type of call was being used by . 

3apanese ships operating in the Ne~ Britain areas 

No. 1096 

~rar£ic volume in general heavy with 
more wide-spread use o£ )-Kana calls. No 
material changes noted 1n unit locations.· 
(COa 14-240742-TI) (Summary, 241400, 
August, Bo. 3) · 

lfo. 1097 · 

The new type 3-Kana calls continue -
to be used extensively by Units involved 
1n current operations New Britain Area. · 

.·I 

. -· 

-Research indicates each unit has several , 
alternates and possibly that a strip ~ipher · · 
arrangement, based on .time of origin, is · · 
being employed to make up calls. 
(BEL 240744-TI) {S~ry, 241400, August, 
1lo. 4) . . . · · . · 

l!o. 1098 
. \ . .. . . 

·-

. . . . 

· : 0 

3-kana calls were used in headings 
of resulting high precedence traffic • . 
(em~ 14-242008-TI) .. (Su=u:ary, · 2506oo, ·:· . . 

· A -.. . · .· · .· 
~ 0 . 0 0 .. : 0 • • • 

August, No. 20) ·- · . . . . 

' 74 ' 0 • • . -
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ORIGINAL · 
l Dece!Uber 1944 

AUGUST 24, 1942 (Continued) 

~ new enemy trans~tter ne~r ~ew Britain ~s 

. · -located by direction findings 

·lio, 1099 
~ 

' ,. 

' . 

. 6.346 k:ilocyel.es has been used by Pal.ao : . · 
to Bases in East Indies. Ho"'ever, at 07401 · · . , · 

24 .August, a D/F plot of u:lknoi'iil trans- .· · ... · .. 
mitter on 6350 kcs. centered near New Britain. 
(GT i751-0PNAV 242120-TI) (S~ary, 241400, 
.August, Ro. 10) · 

!here were several indications that the Com-· 

=ander in Chief of the Combined Fleet was at sea: 

lio. 1100 

· Short operatiDg signal noted from ten-
ta ti ve CO:.lliDlED FLEET - - to 1ST AlR 
FLEET Uaru Tender !instructing that 
vessel to set watch on •o• (~~o~n !re- . 
quency but an indicator previously used by · 

. CO~BINED FLEET). This, plus instances or 
traffic for Cbie!' of Staff CO~INED FLEET . ·. 
· · ~ ' being routed to Truk ~ ~ by · 
Tokio, taken as some indication CIIiC COUBINED 
at sea. Uany instances noted of traffic for 
CDiC CO~ll~ED being sent on Truk broadcast• 
but -this not considered particularly in- . 
dicative since traffic frequently delivered · 
to Tokio on this circuit, no~mal procedure 
being to call Tokio ~d SOUTH:EBN FORCES . 
· · and deliver to both si~ultaneously. 
Tokio ~as not called today~ ho~evcr, possibly 
t~ough opera~ors error. \BEL 240702-TI) 

•-. . . 
. . 

- _.779 
. ·. ~·: .. ·. 
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~ December· 1944 

.-:· ~UGUST 24, . 1942 (Continued) 

·' 

~o. 1100 (Cont.) 

· · It was observed: 0 

FLEET. 

. . 

)is .identified·· by OPll.AV as COlfi!Ih"'ED 
(s~~, 2~1 400,- August~ 1Jo~. 7) 

No. 1101 
• 0 • 

One instance noted where Saipan re
layed message to Truk for delivery to CINC 

· CO~INED FLEET. (Com 14-240?44-TI) . 

0 • It was remarked: 
0 • 

There have been slight indications 
that CINC CO~BINED FLEET might be out o!' 0 

• : • • 

0 Empire . waters but this has not been con-
. firmed. (S~ry, 241400, August, Xo. 6) 

No. 1102 

-. .. . .. . ; ... . ~ ·' .• . . . ' . 

CINC COUBINED FLEE! addressed Op Code 
to CINC 11TH AIR FLEET, information CINCs 
2ND, 1ST AIR; su:e, and STR FLEETS, ·Com- . 0 

manders 4TH, 5TH, and 6TH AIR ~TTJ..CK FORCES. 
This message was delivered to Truko 

0' 

, . 
... ... . : , •• f : 

. .•.. 
4 • • • • • • 

. · . . . .. 
. . . ~ . . 

... • . 
- • 0 

. ·. 

and COABINED FLEET Collective . - ~ . ~y . 
concealed trans..Utter ____ ·- otiho signed 0 

• 

C01i.BIUED FLEET call . at end of . 
transmission. Frequency measured as 6346 • 
(GT :f/- 748-0PNAV 24].4.12-TI) (SUi:ll!Ilary, . -
241400, August, lio. 8) _: 

. • "· .. •• 0 

• .... ! 

No. 1.103 0 . • : ·.-_. 

0 

•• 
.. .. . - . . ...... . -

. ; .... . . .. 
• 0 

• • •0 •• Traffic originated in Tokyo is beirig · 
~·. . . : . ~ 

...... . 
r •, • '· : .... 

. . . ·:_.: : .. · ... :. ·:· .. .. 
.o . . .. . ·. . oo . . : ... . : . · •. "' . I 

. . : ... ·... .. . • 0 0 • 
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. . . .- ·0 ... :. ~~~~-~;, ::0 ·0 .·, ... ... . :. 0 ~ .:. ~·- 0.-.• .' . 
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~UGUST 24. 1942 (Conttnued) 

llo. 1103 {Cont.) 

delivered to Truk by unknown tr~s~itter 
on 6346 kcs., addressed to CinC CO~I1~D 
and CINC lET AIR FLEET, at 1900, 21., August. 
-(GT 1749-IJPNl:t.V 242l2D-TI) (Swnmary, . . 
241-400, .August, Ko. · 9) . . 

lfo. 1104 

Tokio continues to route traffic for 
CINC 2ND FLEET . ! and Com::lander 1ST - - · I • • 
AIR FLEET . to Truk !or delivery. 
(BEL 240702-TI) • 

It was noted: 

OPNAV identified - . ·as C011BllmD 
FLEET. (Su:lll!lary, 241400, August, Bo. 2.4) 

No. 1105 

..; . . . . 

FR01i: 

TO 

Unidentified transmitter on 6346 kcs., 
at 1746 24 August 

: -- -- i CRUDIV 5~ 
CRUDIV 6 
CRUDIV 7 
CRUDIV 8 . 
DESROii .4 
DESRON lO) 
DESDIV 30) 
Ra baul ·Radio) 
1ST AIR FLEET) 
8TH FLEE~) 
CO~INED FLEET) 
11TH AIE FLEET) 
Unidentified Fleet Unit) 
~Unidentified Fleet Unit) 
i 
i 
I • 
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Ao. 1105 (Cont.) 

On this call-up., ·a message fr.om unidenti-
fied . vas transmitted addressed to 
all co~ds called, the Fleet Cines be~ 
addressed for inrormation, and naval General 
Staff added as an information addressee • 
Uessage is a 2-part Operational Code. Be-

··· live this is .action report. (GT #750-0PNAV 
242J.2Q-TI) . (Sucm.ary~ 241400, August, No. 31) 

. 
An unidentified man-of-war ' :appeared to 

be sailing !rom Omina to to llai.zuru. It was believed 

that some o! the units or Battleship Division Three 

were not in company·~ith the 71rst ~r 7leet staff~ 

but, the battleship KONGO nas tho~ht to be proceed

ing to Rabaul, although no definite information as to 

its whereabouts~ or tba~ of th.e battleship KIF.ISHDU 

had been received: . · ·, 
,_I. . ' .... 

· Bo. ll06 

Traffic headings and routing indicates: 
· Man-of-Viar probably enroute 

O~inato to Maizuru. (BEL 24074~-TI) . 
· ,. (S~ary, 250600~ Au~t, ~o. 8) 

No. 1107 . ... 
- . .. 

... "' ·· .. 
· . ··.· .. · Tokyo Personnel addressed Secretary 
. ·. ·1sT AIR FLE~T, U!'lidentif1ed and 

. •, .J' 
"• '• • ... : • .:•• I, . . :· . . . . . ~ ... -782 

·_ ... e:_~: .. : (_~ . : .. > :::, . . --~:.: :~ ·:~ ; . . . -. · ... . ..... -
. - ·~ . ... . . . ' . 

. , . .. 

•, 

.. . 
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; . • - I 

lo. 1107 (Cont.) 

· ___ : and was relayed to BATDIV 3 ·· ·-r 1nd:1ca ting BATDIV 3 \not in 
-- comp~y Td th J.ST llR FLEET Sta!!. 

(CO~ 14-240742-~) · · 
It was stated: 

' is a lta·jor Cocmand Shore Sta
tion call, but is not yet identified !or 
the current period. ' is belieTed 
to mean Flag Secretary. l is not 
identi.fied definitely, ~wever, BELCDrmE:H 
suggests that it may mean •lst Section.• 

·(SUIJmar,.., 241..400, August, .o. U) 

No. 1108 . 

Indications that air forces in Rabaul 
Area are being reinforced. The 3aps BB 
KOUGO bel ieved proceeding to Rabaul Area. 
(CINC EF l20lz/24 Serial #16) 

It was explained.t 

Io definite information hes been re
ceived that the KONGO is approaching Rabaul, 
ho~ever it has been associated in traffic 
vi th the ZUIK.AKU, KASUGA UARU, li.YOKO, llAYA 
and ~0, all of which are believed in the 
Truk-Rabaul Area. 
(S~1mma.ry, 251400, August, llo. 16) 

No. 1109 

Another perso~el despatch !ro~ Sasebo 
sent to KIRISHIUA • ~ SEliDAI • i 

.. 783 
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AUGUST 24, 1942 (Continued) 

:Jo. · 1102 (Cont.) 

.ABUKtriJ.i and HIT.AKA : ~i th 
delivery ef~ected to a~ by !okyo broad-
cast. (COM 14-240744-TI) . . 

. It was declared: 

!I has indica ted the SENDAI was 1n the 
JlaJ.ay area., the .ABU".aP...U was in the -Ominato
KurUe Area August ll whi1e the HITAKA (in 
CAP.DIV 2) is in Southern J'ap waters. Jo · 
indication of the KIP..ISHI:u.A being away !ro!D 
Japan has been received although it has 
been closely connected with some ships in . 
the Truk-Rabaul .Area. · (SU!:l:llary, 241400 1 ·•• 

August., l!io. 11) 

Kuc~ urgent operational traffic was being 

transmitted by the Commander or t he Sasebo #5 Special 

Landing 7orce at Buna and by enemy forces at Lunga 

on Guadalcanal Island. · Strangely enough, it appeared 

t~t there w~re two radio· s·tations ~n Guahlcan&l . 

which., thoug~ not 1n communication with each other., 

.could operate through Raba~: 

lJo. '1110 

"" :"' 

IU£2 

Commander SASEBO #5 SPECIAL LANDING 
FORCE . at Buna. and Lunga (GU.adal
canal) using call . were active orig

. inators of High Precedence operational 

. -' 
. ... 1: ; .• ~ . .... . . ·- . . .)' 

· • •"" • r ' • -· 
.... : . \ . . . 

l .... 

k!2! Lot 
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llo. 1110 {Cont.) 

traffic throughout the 23rd. 
(BEL 240716-TI) (SUJ!l!;la:ry, 24UOO, August6 
Jo. 36) · 

Jfo. 1111 

Guada1canal(?) • . ,' ad-dressed 
short .Op Cod~ to~ Detachment 1n care 
Guadalcanal \ 1 at 1400, 23 August. 
Onl.y explana tiot:l of· this is tba t there are 
ttio radios on Guadalcanal which are not in 
communication with each·other but can work 
through Rabaul. (GT 1/748-0Plib.V 241412-TI). 
(SummAry, 241400, August, No. 35) 

The supply Officer . of the X:ure IS Spec~al 

Landing Force was aboard a llaru in the Truk-Rabaul 

area, the Co~der of t he Xawaguti Detac~ent was at 

Rabaul, the Co~der of the First Landing Force ~as 

at Palao, and a new enemy base· force was established 

at lalaldzu 

No. 1112 

SupplY. Offic~r of KURE :fl5 SPECI.AL LA1'1D-
ING FORCE ~as shown aboard Maru 

:at 0735, 2Jrd. No indication of 
exact location but in Truk-Rabaul Area. 
(BEL 240716-TI) (S~ry, 241400~ August, 
No. 37) _ 

.. .· ... 
· ' 

. . .. .. ... 
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J ORIGDl!t 
~ December l94Jt, 

. AUGUST 21.. 1942 (Continued) 

Bo. lll3 

' 

Co:uir. o! X: .. li:AGUTI DETACmrENT appeared 
as enciphered addressee on ~roy trarfic. 
nus Detachment at Rabaul and associated 

.' w1 tb. Comcir. 11 L.ABDIEG FORCE at Palao. 
(BEL 240728-.TI) (Sum::tary, 250600, August~ .o. :32) . . .. . 

: :: . J ·' . 

Ho. ll.ll 

I {Unid~tified) !ollowed by 
~llakin• may be new base activity 

set up at that place associated in traffic 
Yith 6TH BASE FORCE, 6TH DEFElicE FORCE, 
Chief of S ta.i"f 4TH FLEET, 14TH and 19TH 
AIR, CHITOSE AIR and (YOKA :3) of MINESVv'EEP 
DIVISION #16. (CO~ l4-240744-TI) . 

It was noted: 

The 6TH BASE FORCE, CH!TOSE AIR, 14TH 
and 19TH AIR GROU?S are in the Marshalls • 

. (SUI~mlary, 241.400 1 August, :No. 28) 

. . 

•. 

- - { 

.1 ·dispatc~ ·addressed to all the Commanders ·1n · . .. 

·"' . · .... 

. . . : 

Chi.et o~ the Xago· Operations 7orce preTed that se..-eral · · · .. · 

. enemy fleets were co~bined under this one title: 

·· Bo. 1115 

' ' 
' . . . 
. . . 

J 
. . . . 

.ill CINCs •KAGO OPERATIONS 
FORCE• noted, indicating this force in
cludes several Fleets • 

·~· . . ' .. r- '.:-_·. 
.\ . 

. , . . . .. · : . 
'• .. -· ... . · . 

. . .. · . . .. . 
·. · . . 

. ·' · ... · . ... .· . 
' • • • .:: •• • • • :, • •• # . • • • ( .. • .: • ... • • 

I • . . . ' . • • . • 

· .. ~-··' : .. '·. -~·; ·:::.~: ~~ ~~~ - :·. ·_. · .. :·· -~·: .. ; . 
. . - . ' . . : . .. . - - \ ., 

-"' . ·.· j..; - .• .•. . ·"' .. . . 
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.. ·. 
!o, 1115 {Cont.) · .· 

(G! #748-(JPliAV. 241412-TI) (Su:nm.ary, . 
241400, August~ ~o. 23) 

•. 

It was rather definitely dete~ed that . 

. ·~ . .,.. 

. • . ·r · .... 
. : .. . ~ ·· .. - .. 

Cruiser DiVision Eight had been as ~igDed to operate . ·. . · · .. 
. . . :" . ..,_ 

with the First Air 7leet in the Rabaul area. The 
.. ' 

KAYA, a unit o! Cruiser Division 7our, was noted in 

the vicinity or !rult OJ:?. August 22: 

!_o. 1116 . : 
. ·-

· . . 

Association o! CRUDIV 8 and 
Co~der 1ST AIR FLEET · in despatch 
rrom Naval Secretary - . may be taken 
as confirmation that CRUDIY S now assigned 
to operate with 1ST AIR fi.~~T. C~~ 
. • ; of CRU~IV 8 ptd Kure Navy Yard Dry- · 
docks Section ' included as addressees 
which suggests arrangements tor docking the 
ClilKO!U at lCUl"e or may refer to docking .. ..... ~ .. 
pre~iously carried ou~. (B~L-~40702-TI} : : 

. .. ... .. . ·. . . 
· It was indicated: . , ,• 

.... . ··=: 

. ' ... . .. 
.• .· 

• , • • • ~~ i' •, I 

. . . ... .·• .. 
CHIKU'J.JA appeared · by traffic ·routi.ilg ·to ·-· · ... . ' · 

be in Truk Area on 21-22 August. . · / 
(S~ry, 241400 1 August, lio~ 25) · . . .· . . ·.·· · · 

. . .. l · .... . 

No. lll7 . . . . ~·. 

. ·.. . . . ~ \ ·. ~- . 

(CA 1n CRUDIV 4) worked Truk . -· . _- . 
. . 

' . t ~- . . -
.·7 8 7'· ·' .. · .·~ 

. .. ~ 

.· . . .. . . . 
,.• . ~ · .. ,.. .'" 't:. · .. ... ," : .. :.. ·. :·.· . . --: ,· ·. . ' 

. , ;j :... 0: ·' . • ... .. .. .. ... .t. 

. · . . '.: ·. " ·· 

. .. ... ... 
• • ' , - •• ' • I 

. . • • . !"' I ~ . . . ., .. ,· ·~ • •• ' <# "' • • •• .. • • • . . . : · .. , ... -. •. ~ . ... ... ; .. .. ,.. 
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AUGUST 24, 1942 (Continued) 

Jo. lll7 (Cont.) 

Radio · i on 6085 Kcs. 
(CO~ ~-240744-TI) 

It was commented: 

'11s belleTed to be the iUY.A and 
Yas noted in !rUA area 22 ~ugust. 
(SUI::1Ll.ary~ 241-400, J.ugust~ llo. 26) 

Yany urgent dispatches were concerned with the 

operations o! Destroyer Divis-ion Thirty in the Eighth 

Fle.et area on August 2.4. Destroyer Squadron Three 

was also quite active in this region, and the S~..!OS.1 

wa s locat ed at 166° E. 07° S. 

llo. 1118 
I 

Kany URGENT despatches, mostly con-
cerned wi. th DESDIV . ·noted 1n 8TH FLEET 

. ~ea, also High Precedence utilized in dis
semination despatches from Guadalca.nal Radio 
addressed to Yajor Commanders previously 
listed. (COM 14-240742-TI) 

It was pointed out: 

· is DESDIV 30. Forees to which 
messages from Guadalcanal have been re
transwitted include Commanders (sometimes 
Chiefs of Staff) 2ND~ 4TH, 8TH and CO.iJ.EINF.D 
FLEET, 1ST AIR FLEET, .SUBFORCE, 5TH AIR 

· ATTACK FORCE and the Naval General Staff. 
(Su:nary, 241400, August, No. 32) 

788 
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AUGUST 2A, 1942 (Continued) 

Jo. ll19 

DESDIY 30 appears to be escort-
ing convoy into 8TH FLEET .lrea. (COM 1.4-
2,4.2008-TI) 

· .. It was observed: 

See inclusion in message rrom . ' ) 
above. !his Unit was concerned in many 
urgent despatches 1n 8TH FLEET Area on 24 
August. (S~ry, 2506001 AUo7Ust, Ho. 7) 

No. 1120 

DESRON 3 becoming more pro~ent in 
8TH FLEET operations. {CO:a! 1.4-2407.44-TI) 
{Su::u:1ary_, 2.4J.400 1 J.ugust, llo • .:33) 

No. 112l. 

srr~OSA. at 166 East, 07 Sout~ 
(COM 14-242014-TI) (Summary, 250600 1 
August, Ho. 24) 

~here was considerable carrier radio trarfie, . 
some of which indicated that the ZUIHO was not 1n 

eo::~.pany w1 th the R.AYAT.AK.A and the HI TAKA: 

No. 1122 

Considerable activity on 7122 kcs eon...:· 
currently v.ith activity on 6685. Only 
tactical tra£fic going fro~ KOUTO and 
l'iiSOTI to· \apparently more carrier 
activity. {C0:.1 1.4-2.42014-TI) (Su.m:nary_, 
2506001 August, Ho. 3) 

789 I 
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OFIGINJ.L 
l December .1944 

.., •·. ; _. 
' . .· . . 

. - ~ AUGUS'!' 24, 1.942 (Continued) 
· ' 

. • • . j 

So. ll2J 

.. bo despatches today indicated the 
' ZUIHO is not in co~pany rt th HAYATlJU and 

HITAKA- Kess4ge !rom Plane Group ~ 3, 
·- to Communication Officer CARDIV 2, 1.Dtorma

t1on ZUIHO, RITAKA and HAYAT~ with prior 
del1ver7 shown to latter two carriers. 
(COK 14-240742-TI) (S~ry, 241400, 
.t.ugust, Ko. 19) · · · . · · · . . .. 

It was believed that ·the Sixth Air Attack Corps 
. . ' 

was either operating in the Soloc.ons 1 or wo"U1d be · :· 
. . 

there Tery shortly. The Co~der of the Shinchiku 

Air Group was believed to be at !r~ 

llo. 1124 

. . Co~dr 6TH AIR ATTACK :and 
. Detachment appear at ·1n Truk Area. · 

Detachment KISARATSU AIR at Kavieng. 
. .. (co~ 1..4-242012-TI) · . . 

. ··. :. ·- . '.· . •. ,. . . , . . 
·' . .· • It lias remarked: .-

. ~ 

· .. 

TI on .. 2l AuguSt. s~ggested t~t Units . 
of KIS.ARA.TSU and :a'ISAWA AIR may be ferried 

. : .. . 

... •• l_ . ... . 

. · to Kavieng· via ~ruk. .. · · 
· . : <s~_rr, 259600, August, Xo. 30) . 

-· · . 
· -. No. 1~25 .· 

. . . . . . . . . 

. . · · 5TH and 6TH .UR ATTACK GROUPS • DESRON . -· 
. · 2 Cp:.o.w.and1 _ • 1ST . 

. . . · AIR and llTll ~R FLEETS associated DESDIV 
. f'.' ... _; .... : --~:-::- :~ ~<-·_... '.' 30 operations.· ( CO!ai 14-242012-TI) _.: 
' . . .. ' ' . .. ·. . .. · .. ,· ·.. . . . . . . 

• • • : • • • • • 0 • • .. • • • 

• ' ' • •. I .. 

·.·! 
. . . 

..... . 
' . .. . .- . 

. . . . .~ .· .· . 
_.._ 

. . . . : ... : ... .. .... ·, - . . 
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AUGUST 24, 1942 {ContinUBd) 

!lo. 1125 (Cont.) 

It n.s stated: 

. ' is believed to mean 
Command.i.Dg --6!!'1cer . NUBA, but unable to 
locate WNUBA• which may be an abbreviated 
name for a place. !ra!"fic routinJ on 23 
August indicated DESDIV 30 (ORI 3) in -
Rabaul Area.. (Summary, 2506oo, August, 
No. 31) 

lio. 1126 

7RO$.L: 
TO : 

24 August/1030 
_i {Comdr 6TH AIR ATT.ACK COF.PS) 

. (Guadalcana1) . 

In operations code~ Believed indica
tion this Air outfit will operate in 
Solomons or already there. 
(CO~ 14-242136-TI) 

It was explained: 

On August lB .was indicated at 
Tenian, by TI. · · . 
(SUQmary, 250600, A~t, No. 29) 

,. 
No. 1127 

Traffic headings ~md routing indicates: 
Commander SHINCHIKU AIR GROUP 

at Truk. Maru · enrou te J' al u.i t to 
Iokosuka via Chichij1Qa. (BEL 240744-TI) 
(S~ary, 250600, August, No. 17) 

" . .. .. . .. .- . 
. .. . 

-----------
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AUGUST 24, 1942 (Ccnt~uad) 

!rarr~c analysi~ indicated the possibUi ty · 

that the RilJJO was in the Solomons area, and there 

were de£inite indications that an enemy carrier, 

. SEKETE, had come into contact rt th American carriers 

and was homing lost planes. Its location was esti

mated to be at 1600 East~ 100 South on a bearing 2370 

!rom Oahu: 

No. 1128 

RYUJO ! in~o addressed !rom un-
known origili to Comdr 8TH BASE FORCE and 
possible Destroyer or Salvage Ship · 
RYUJO may be in Solomons Area. 
(COM 14-242012-TI) . 

It was declared: 

. , 

_ ' was by D/F on 16 August ~ Ol"N1 · 

147oE. On 9 August this call re- . 
· ported to Chie~ of Sta:f'f 8TH FLEET and STE 

BASE FORCE at Rabaul •scheduled to arrive 
17.30'!' • (SUill:lary, 250600, August, llo. 27) 

,. 
' 

' ·. ' .: 
. ·' ~ . ·. 

. . . 

.R.o. 1129 

EYUJO · and Ra baul Radio 
:being worked by-unidentified on 

5591 kcs measured at 0400, 25th. CO~BINED 
FLEET and FIRST AIR FLEET collectives also 
called on this frequency. P~O be~g ad-
dressed in care or 8TH FLEET ~ 
{BEL 242.300-TI) (HE!-:0 #24-2)' 

.. • .. "" .... 
,·. - . 
~ . . 
. \ 

~: "'. \ 
'\ . ·... ' \ 
\,t \ . ... , ' ' 
" \ " .·· !\ . ' 
'.1\ . . ~ . . . , ·~ . . ' ... , ' 

\ ... . 
. \' 

; 
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QRIGL~J...L 
~ Decejllbe:r 19~ 

AUGU~T 24, 1942 (Continued) 

. . . 

Io. 11.29 (Cont.) 

It vas noted: 

CO~ l4 on 24 August stated, •RYUJO 
) ~ormation addressed !:rom un

knoWn origin to Comdr 8TH BASE FORCE and 
possible Destroyer or Salvage Ship · 1. 
BYUJ"O may be in Solomons Area •. 
(SUQmary, 250600~ August1 No. 26) 

Jlo. 1130 

Enemy carrier active on 6685 
kcs. iii"th planes since 1520. Contact T.-itb. 
our carriers, and homing lost planes. 
Several planes involved. "bearing 
237 from Ochu appears to use other calls; 

' and possibly 
adQitional carrie~. URGENT traffic: indicated 
only by absence of word count; consist s o! 
4-Kana despatches except for one or two 
contact abbreviations. 
(COll 14-24143~-TI) (~0 #24-1) 

. (S~ry, 241400, August, No. 30) 
·-

llo. 1131 

Contact tra!fic intercepted from 1500, 
24th on old CAPXIV 2 channel 6686 kcs. 
Several planes and suspected carrier using 
3-kana ;in lower Solo~ons by D/F. 
<COl.! 14.:.242008-TI) . , 

It was indicated: 

A more detailed despatch relative to 
this appeared in RI S~ary 241400/~ 
Augus t , page 11, item 30. 

··. ' .. . .. 
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ORICL,-"..1 -
l December 19.44 

AUGUS! 24, 1942 (Continued) 

. . 

Jo, 1131 {Cont.) 

{See ~so #23 below.) 
(Snok!ary~ 250600 7 August, lio. 25) 

lfo. 1132 

- · - - l at.l60 East~ 10 South. 
·. (CO~ i4-2420l4-TI) - . 

-It Tas c:om:aented: 

CO¥ 14 calls an enemy carrier 
which on 24 August was active on 6685 kcs 
with planes since 1520, contact with our 
Carriers and homing lost planes. This call 
bore 237 from Oahu. Appears to use other 
calls: and 
possibly addi tiona.l carrier.., . 
{Sn:nmary, 250600, August, lio. 23) 

·. 

7hat Japanese planes bad been in contact with 

Allied forces ·: ,;~s ·evident 'in enemy aircraft radio . :. ~- '· 
. . ... . . . ~ . . . ·. . ·: ~ . . .. ·. . ·"' . . : ~ . -: .. . ·· . 

:: . tra.ttiC. .Some planes ~er~ requesti.llg American posi- · ·.- ·:.·: .-

tions and l&ter th~ir requests for bearings -from their · 
, . . .... : 

own carrier were -. in ter.cept·e·d: · 
-. 

: · . 

No. 1133 
·. - . . 

. r· • 

· At-'1557 Plane \requested · posi-
-. tion of enemy. At 1826 Plane and · 
.. at 1927 Plane asked Carrier for 

searchlight.: · 
, . . ; 

' .. 

. :. 

·: :. !'"' 
! • .. · .· .·· . . 

-· : 794 
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AUGUST 24, 1942 (Continued) 

Jfo. ' ll33 {Cont.) 

];etween 1906 and 2011 receiTed 
bearings !'rom Carrier. (CO:.! 14-242008-TI) 

It was pointed out: 

On 13 August : (14TH AIR GROUP) 
sent to AIRONS 24 and 25 (4TH and 5TH AIR 
ATTACK FORCES) , •In accordance w1 th 4TH .!.IR 
.ATTACK FORCE Raclio Order #__:3 !lying boats 
of this Force are scheduled to leave I~eji 
!or Rabaul hours 15th using call signs 

1~ ·respectively.• 
{Summary~ 250600~ Augus~, Bo. 28) 

Some doubt as to the exact location of the 

AKASHI, a repair ship, was expressed at this t1me1 

since certain associations indicated that it could 
' 

be either near !ruk or en route to Singapore. The 
' 

K!JllGA\';A 1URU was so.iling !'rom the Empire to Rabaul 

from which a fleet tanker had !ecently departed !or 

Kure. The tanker SHIRETOKO was moving !rom Ominato 

to Truk via Yokosuka, and 1 t was believed tha_t its . · 

.final destination would be in the J.tarshall Islands. 

Three other !!arus liere associated w1 th this area. · .. 

The tanker HhYJ..TOl.!O and the KASUGA J!ARU, used to ferry 

planes~ were southbound from the Empire to Truk. 

795 
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J ORIGill.tJ. 
I· ~ December 191.-4 

AUGUST 24, 1942 (Continued) 

-. 
Several other Uarus were noticed iD t~ region or 
Rabaula 

· No, · 1134 

_ Tn.f!ic routing suggests .!K.!SHI : 
t sti.ll in Truk Area, although that vesse~ 

from other indications recently arrive 
Kure. This probably error in routing • 

. (BEL 240728-TI) . 

it was observed: 

On Aug. 21st) there were indications 
that .AKASHI may have departed Empire tor 
Saigon-Singapore ~ea. 
(S~ry, 250600, August, No. 18) 

No. ll35_ 

Uovement o! KAk~GAWA MARU 
!rom Yokosuka to Rabaul via Chichijima~ 
Saipan and Truk, indicated by heading o! 
Communication Zone report at 1600, 22nd. 
(BEL 240728-TI) (S~ry, 2506001 August-
No. 21.) . . · 

No. 1136 

Traffic headings and routing indi
cates: 

llarus :and probably Xure 
Area. Karu 1n Yokosuka Area. 
(BEL 2407 44-TI) 

It was remarked: 

·796 
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AUGUST 2L, 1942 (Continued) 

No. 1136 (Cont.) 

ORIGINAL 
~ December 1944 

\ is identified as a fleet tanker 
c.nd T.I. indicated it to be 1n Rabaul J.rea 
lS .iugust and enroute to !ru!t 19 August. , 
(~·um:nar:r, 250600 1 August, llo. 12) 

lo. 1137 

SHIRETOKO . • \ sent movement report 
at 0615 1 23rd1 which appears to be report 
ot arrival at Iokosuka. Despatch addressed 
TO 1 . : ~CINC 4TH FLEET) =.-::-. - I · lloTement Report Office) 

.... ~' Y ok.o suka Colll!:laildan t) 
INFO: -- : Comdr. 6Tli BASE FORCE at 

.Taluit) 

This vessel sent communication Zone 
report on 20th, which indicated mo~e~ent 
from Ominato to Truk via Iokos~. Head
ing above suggest s final destination may 
be Karshall Area. (BEL 240728-TI) 

It was stated: 

SBIRETOKO is a Tanker. . 
(Summary, 250600 1 August, Ho. 19) 

No. 1138 

)(akin - . and associated 
Karshall Air Units~ (CO~ 14-242008-TI) 

It was explained: 

TI on 24 August indicated _. fol-
lowed by Yakin might be ne~ base 

7S7 
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I 

1 ~ December 1944 

· AUGm:.tt 2.4, 1942 (Cont.inued) .. 
. 1io. ll3S (c.ont.) 

activity at that place, was associated ~ 
tra.!'tic with 6TH BASE FORCE, 6TR DE.FniSE 
FORCE, Chief ot Staf!' 4TH FLEE!. 14TH and 
19TH AIR, CHITOSE AIR~ and Jot U!lm-
Sl'EEP DIV 16. 

· (Sum.:nary, 2506001 .August, llo. 16) 

Jfo. 1.139 

BAU!O~O · ·appears scheduled 
depart Empire for TrUk at 1~58. 22nd, ad-
dressed Truk Harbor ~aster ~ TRDA 
BASE FQRCE ~ ~ Commander 2ND ESCOR'l' 
·FORCE I and Kure Home Defense Guard 

: - . ', in~ormation Chief of Starr cou-
BDiED FLEET . _ :. 4TH ~T . . • ;~ 
Chief of Starr Knre I Defense · 
Patrol Bullgq Channei · • · and SA.IP AN 
BASE FORCE . . • ·~ Point . of departure 
apparently X:ure~ passing through Saipan 
.Area enroute. \BEL 2.40716-TI) 
(Sua:mary, 2.41.4001 Augus .. t, Wo. 27) 

Bo. 1140 
. . 
·. K.ASUGA YARU about to depart Empire for 

Truk Area. (COY 14-242014-TI) . 

· It was declaredz 

Traffic routtng on August 21 indicated 
this vessel in E..cl:pire and on same date was 
believed southbound ~rom Empire. 
(Scmmary1 250600 1 August,. Bo. 15) 

' .. 
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O'?.!GINAL 
1 December 1944 

AUGUST 24, 1942 {Continued) 

. No. 1141 

'traffic headings and routing i.!H~ieates; 
Communication Officer llTli AI~ FLEET 

1at Rabaul Air Station 
4 

-. 

Man J.irtender : in Rabaul J.rea.. 
Starr Commun:1. cation · 0 !'ficer AIP.OH 26 

· ,· at Rabaul.. 
llaru ; shown at lLakassar :). 
K.AGU llA.RU • in communication 

with AIROl~ 25 at Rabaul.. 
llaru - scheduled sh.i!'t !rom RabauJ. 

to Truk Communication Zone at 0800 1 25th. 
(BEL 240744-TI) 

It was noted: 

Air Tender was · shown by D.I. 
on 13 August as being scheduled to depart 
from the Rabaul Area on the 13th and pro
ceed to the Empire. 
(S~ry, 250600 1 August, io. 33) 

An enemy .submarine was located &t 166° East, 

09° South by Allied direction finders: · 

no. 1142 

. 3ap Sub indicated posit 166 E~st, 09 
South at 1916Z, . 24t~ This a tr.o station 
fix on 132'0 kcs.,. · (COM 14-'-42152-TI) 
(llEi.to /1'2.4-2) (Sunml.ary, 250600 1 August, 
No. 35) 

3apanese espionage agents in the United States, 

working through Spanish lines a!' co~unication, kept 

799 
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AUGUS~ 24, 1942 (Continuad) 

ORIGDa.L 
~ December ~944 

I 
J 

:-·. 

!oqo well in!ormed o! the moveaents ot United States . 

convoys and warships. J. steady stream of intelligence 

was passed uong !rom Jew York to !olcyo Tia .ad.rid: 

]io, ll4l 

· · YRO~: lladrid (SU"~) # llessage to Tokyo #909;. 
TO i Berlin August 20 
Strictly Secret 

•to• Inte~igence (Hew York, August ~6, 
19.42). . . . . 

1. According to reports emanating 
£ro~ the Bavy Department, 163,000 tons o! 
cargo consisting mainly of coast guns and 
landtng barges have arrived in Australia. 
The ·convoy made up of severa~ aircraft 
carriers and submarines negotiated the pas
sage safely without. detection by the enemy. 

2. On the lOth, tour ships (respec
tively 9,700, 6,8901 4,595 and 4,000 tons) 
sailed· from Hew Orleans !or Panama• These 
were loaded with long range iavy seaplanes. 

Relayed to Berlin. 
. (GZ?J'ap. Dip. #6071 - DI) 

(Su.mn.ary., 241400, August 1 ~ o. 13) 

A co~ent in the Traffic Intelligence Summa~ 

of the Combat Intelligence Unit of the Fourteenth 

Nav~ District issued on the evening of August 24, 

~942 is worthy or repetitio~ 

·. 
~ .. 800 
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I ORIGDU~L 1 
' l December 1944 

AUGUST 24. 1942 (Continued) 

•Success of a large task force includ
ing carriers in reaching the Solomons with
out detection by R.I. indicates thAt radio 
security practices of the Jap_s are e!!ecti ve 
insofar as concealing actual move~ents is 
concerned. 

•R.I. was ab1e to detect formation o~ 
forces concerned in the Coral sea engage
aent and make a general estimate of their 
movements !rom the Empire south~ard. Also 
the formation of the llidway Striking and 
Occupation Forces whose associations with 
the Yarsha~s gave a hint as to direction 
of operations. 

•In the same manner, association or 
the RYUJO and RAYA.TAKA1 NACEI and others 
with the Fifth Fleet and B orthern area sug
gested their campaign against the Aleutians, 
an~ associations of combatant units with the 
Second Fleet and First Air Fleet indicated 
formation of task forces for the present 
operations on 11 August. 

~Appearance of First Air and Second 
Fleets i-n the Jalui t/Rabaul R.I. traffic 
on the 21st 'ii'Ould now seem to have indi
cated that they were actually entering the 
operating area, rather than preliminary to 
movement.• 

The Summary issued by the Fleet Intelligence 

Officer of the United States Pacific Fleet on August 

241 1942 stated: 

No. 111.5 

•GEUERl..L 
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ORIGINAL . 
1 Decez:1ber 1.944 

AUGUST 2,4, .1942 (Continued) 

.. . ' ..... 
• • l • 

.. , . 

. '-: 

. .. ~ 

lo, ll45 (Ccm~) 

•The RY'CUO has been sighted and this ~-. 

~s subsequentl~ Terified by combat intel
ligence when that carrier was def"ini tely 

'identUied probably as a result o-r the attack ... 
carried out against her by our forces. ~he 

'-· 

· other two CVs in the area are the SHOKJ.KU · · .. ·, 
·and ZUIK..A.m.. From all appearances an aeria1 
attack wi.J.l be carried out .against our hol.d- · · -- .. · 
ings in TULAGI-GUADALCANAL at daybreak fol-
·lowed by an attempted landing. 

. •Fo~owing the engagement 9! last even
ing, the enemy experienced considerable 
difficulty in recovering her aircraft. D/1 · 
bearings were obtained :from this area~ but . 
the lines were too nearly parallel to be o! 
use. 

· •cine COMB:mED FLEET appears to be at · 
sea. He is not definitely located but there 
are slight indications he may be proceeQing 
to T.RUK. . 

. . · •Radio communications are believed to . 
have been reestablished at ~. 

, • . 

. .... ·. 

~ . . . 

•CURIERS 
. :. SHOUKU . . -- SOLOYONS 

. . : . " ··~: . . .. 

:- · . ·. ' · ZUIKAKI1 '·-:- SOLO.YOB S 
·. ··RYUJO : :·,.- · .--: Possibly SOLOYOMS 

. · ... ..... -.. : . , . . ... 

BIT.AK..l. ·· ·- ltu.RE, ready tor sea. . 
.· · : RAYA~ · - . Kmm, ready !or sea . ... · . 
. ·.. · ZUIRO .' .· · '- SASEBOJ ;oeady for · sea. ·.: 
~ ·.. BOSHO _: .. - KURE. . 
·.· · K.ASUGA YARU - .nearing !'RUK• enroute South • 

: ·. 

. .. · .· 

. ... . 
' .. . .... ··. 

• • I •" • •. ~ • 

. :._ . •SUB":JARTh~S ... '· - . . . ' . . 
· - . •considerable sub~arine activity in 
~ .... . SOLOMONS area but no crosses. 

· :-· -' ' •Part o! Su:BRON THREE is believed to 

. - . 

. . . 
. ..... 

·· . · .': ·. have returned home !rom the EIGHTH FLEE'! 
· .. · area • -- : · ·. · =·.· · . . , . . . ' · .. 

' ... , .. ...... "' 
.. .. • r ·. 

' ... .... · .. 
. . ,. .-.. . . . -· . . ' ' . · ... .. . ... 

.· ·. . .. ·:.. . . . , 
• • • • .__ • . • • • • • ": ' • • I • • ' • • . , " • • • • , · ·•·• • I* • • / : • • . • • -j; .. ~: :<=:::~~~:~ (.: ·~:(; :~~ s·~:; ~ :~.~ ~ :~--: : : :. ··... :. :~ .. < :' . _,-. ~ .. 

· . . . _.802 
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~ December 1944 

AUGUST 2L, 1942 (Continued) 

~he Bulletin issued by th.& Co:n:ander 1n Chief' • · 

ot the Pacitie ?leet on ~ugust '4~ 1942 read as !o1-

low:s: 

lfo. 11.16 

FROJ.l: Cincpac {liE:a:I) 
TO : Comsowespac 

Cominch 
Comnaveu 
Opnav 

240224~ August 1942 

HCR 159_6 3 Bulle tin lt o. 161 

. !akao in !ruk area. 1 division each 
rro~ Subrons S and g 1n Saigon area. By 
DF submarines East and South 158 and 2. 
161 and 4· · -164 and 6. 156 and 3. 173 
East 10 North. SHOK.J.KU and zurtCAKU Trtlk 
area. ICASUGA enroute south nth plane 
reinforcements. All other carriers be
lieved home waters. KA£JIKA.,;;.A MARU 2 days 
out of Japan !or Raba~ via ~ruk. · One unit 
Crudiv 6 possibly KAKO sunk by American sub. 

·-· 

.. 

• r .· 

: 

, . . 
. .. , .· 

. · . . 
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OP.IGTITAL 
~ December 1944 

• • t • 

. Enemy ope-ra tionaJ. traffic 1n the Solomon 

Islands area 1'!8s very heavy on this day. Some units 

of the Kagou Operr.tion Foree ~ere in the ?alae area. 

It r.as t..llought that the call sign or the Commander or 
thg Ma~ Eellef Force had ~en diseov~red, and. 1 t 

I 
i . 

/ 

appeared that ·the Commander in Chief o~ the Combined ·· 

Fleet ~as originating some of the oper~ tional dia

patches which ~ere addressed to major air and fl~et 

commanders in the south. em a:;-ea •· 

No. 1147 
. . . 

Opera~ional traf~ic out of Solomons 
Area hesvy, but no urgent or abbreviated 
texts 1nte~cepted. 
(COl!-14-250600-TI) 
(Summ?ry, 251400, August, No. 12) 

No. 111..8 

:A despatch 
to T-ruk to 

transmitted from Palao 

BUTAI · i."ldieates some 
FORCE in Palao Area. 
(co~-14-250636-TI) 

It !Tas noted: 

.KAGOU SAKOSF.Jf 
units o~ this .TASK 

F:AGOU S~SEF. BUTAI means KAGOU 
O?ERATIONS FORCE and is believed to in
clude several Fleets. 
(Summary, 251400, August, No. 10) 

. . . 
. •. 
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OFIGIN.AL 
- l December 194.4 

AUGUST 22, 19~2 (Continued) 

lfo. 11..49 

Comdr unidenti.!'ied - ·is 
sho~ at · ?Jakin. Ap:::ear-
ance 1n current traffic of enciphered 
Comdr ~a~ Belie! Force suggests the 
call .. . . .. : Z!lAY be assigned to that 
Reller Foree. 
(BEL-2507.32-TI) 

It r.as indicated: 

TI on 24 August stated · --
(unidentified) followed by -- - I 
•Makin• may be new base activity set 
u~ at th~t place associated 1n traffic 
with 6TH BASE FORCE, 6TH DEFENSE FORCE, 
Chief of Statr 4TH .FLEET, 14TH and 19TH 
AIF, CSITOSE AIR and - of lliNESv.EEP 
DIVISION #16. 
(Summary, 260600, August, No. 16) 

No. 1150 

CinC CO~~"EINED FLEET _, origi-
nated several ope~ational type des
~atches addressed to Major Air and Fleet 
Commanders currently associated ~th 
activities in Southern Area. Tokyo con
t~ues route traffic for CinC CO~~I!r.ED 
FLEET to Truk for delivery tending con
firm South~ard movement. 
(BEL-250715-TI) 

It •::-as colll:nented: 

One operational ~~pe ~as noted yes
terday falling L~to s~e addressee clas
sific~tion. The message ~as delivered to 
Truk by concealed originator ~ho · 
signed CO:,ffii1\ED FLEET Call at end .of trans
mission. 
-(Sum··ary, 260600, August, No. 22) 
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AUGUST 25, 19~2 (Continued) 

No. 1151 

Concealed o~iginator using cover 
call _ ;_originated Com: Zone Re-
port at 1635, 24th routing of -r;hich 
indicates originator to be CO~I!ffiD 
FLEET ship or unit and enroute f.rom 
Truk to RabouJ.. 
(BEL-250715-TI) · 
(Summary 1 260600, J.ugtist ~ lfo •. 44) · . , 

.. · .; ~ .. -
·."·. 

One operationa~ dispatch ~as addressed to most 

or the enemy units concerned with defen~g 

Paci~ic from the Acerican invaders. 

No. 1152 

A 2-part operational code des
~atch origiP~ted by unidentified 

the Sou~ ~ : - ~ 

--:_' '- -_ •1 
. •. . ·. ~ 

. . .... 

. (~bich may be call for a section of 
BATDIV 3) at 24/1640 went to collective 
CFUDIVS 5, 6, 7, and 8, DESFONS 4 and 101 
Co~nders-in-Chie! 1ST AIR FLEET, and 
8TH FLEET, plus unidentified combatant · . · 
calls · and colleeti ve ; info . · .· 
CINC CO::BIND and llTH AIR FLEETS, Navy . . 
General Sta~~, and : (cOYDBSDIV 30). . 
(C0~-14-250608-TI) 

It was remar~ed: 
. . 

CP.UDIV 6 has been in the .Solomons 
area since be~ore the u. s. Onerations 
began. These same units, as above, have 
ap~eered in messages at 1746, Aug. 24th, 
and a~ 0227, Aug. 25th, originated by 

I 

· (s~~ary, 25~400 1 August, No. 15) . . 

- __ - -:~ : ~~ 
. . . . . . - . 
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OFIGHTAL 
l December 194.4, . 

· AUG'ITST 25, 191..2 (Continued) 

Ann:n.:.nce-..ment ~-:a.s made by the British that a 

tremendous Jepanese striking !orce had lett its home 

n~ters for the Mandates and ·we~ Guinea area. Ho~eTer, 

there . ere still many signs indicating the presence 

of Ja ~·,a.nese battleships in their hooe -::;aters.· 

No. 1153 

A '. despatch at 1015/24, serial 
024 adC.:t:essed. . ' (KIF.ISRn~), KYUSRU 
P J..!EOL :'1 and ... . . (VJiPYA AIR) 
which !1 ts the '(RIEI) saries 1'7ell 
and ap?ears to ~lace these battleships 
still in the Empire. 
( CO!.t-14-25063 2-TI) 
(Sum..::2.ry, 2 51400, August, 1fo. 7) 

No . 1151.. 

T·•o or possibly 3 BBs, 2 Carriers, 
1 converted Carrier, 5 heavy cruiser5 

'including HJ.G!BO and ~OKO, 1 light 
cruiser, 3 seaplane carriers and unknor.n 
number of destroyers have left home 
waters for ~andated and Ne~ Guinea Area. 
(Cilro EF-0954Z/2S) 

. . 
It "t:3S observed: ·. -

Since both the RAGUP.O and MYO~O r.ere 
believec 1n Truk Area 21 August, it is be
lieved this has reference to the carriers 
SHOr:.AKU 1 ZUL~....AKU and Rl'UJO plus CF.UDIVS 
4 and 5. · 

· (S~ry, 261400, August, Ho~ 25) 

... •. 

. -
-------·- ··· -- ----

•. 

807 

I ,· 

, , 

. . . 

I 
·1 



·---- - -. ---.--.---- ~-------:--------....;,_,.--,,.....----:-:----:-. -, .. ... . _... . 

.... 

0 

... 

:. ~ · . ' ... 

0 RIG I1'f .a.!, 
~ December 1944 ) 

AUGUST 25, 194?. (Continued) .......... 
, . ; ; ,_::. 

., ... _ ,.. . ~ ..... 

Wo. 1155 
. ' . .......

· .. • -"":C:· 
. ·- ··~:~'·~~ -

. . ' 

. . 
Five or possibly 6 heavy cruisers, 

2 seaplane carriers end an Uilkno~ num
ber of DDs have ~oved fro~ ~alaya and 
East Indies Area to Uandated and Ne~ 
Guinea };rea. 
(CI~IC EF-Q954Z/25) 

... . ~ .... 

-·· 

It was pointed out: .. . ••• .. ·_ 1.: •• : : ..... ·. 
·:. ·. , ·:'· 

CRUDIV 7, divisions of ~ESP.ONS 2 and 
3 as ~ell as ~ are the only units believed 
to have gone to Rabaul uea from !l.al.ay. 
(Sum=ary, 261400, August, No. -30) 

The organization of tT.o sections of Cruiser 

Division Sixteen 'Y.'as now fu:rnished to United States 

Naval o~erational au~~rities, as was some information 

concernL~g Cruiser Division Six and Destroyer Squadron 

Tr.o. 

No. 1156 

Eesearch indicated belor. discloses 
existence of CI.UDIV 16 iTi th cal.ls · - ---1- · 
and .. ·:and consisting or: · ·· · · -· 

1st Section 2nd S~etion 
NATOE.I __ __ __ _ ~ KiliU 
ISUZU . : i 

. Although !and are our 
longtime DESP.O!l 51 believe thut · 
s~rial 056 ot" 10 April and . ' serial 
3.02 of 27 May are conclusive proof of 
correctness of above. The !'i:rst serial 
gives ships in organi~ation, but title is 

.. 
808 . 
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AUGUST 25 , i942 (Continued) 

No, 1156 (Cont.) 

1h single code group . \and 
unrecoverable. The other serial, how
ever, reveals it to be 16 S, i.e. 16 

\. or 16th Division. 1IB.!D.es of 
ships are taken ~l'OI!l generally accer>
ted version of 1941 organi%ation and 
are subject to its inaccuracies. Thtis~ 
the names may not be exact, but they 
are the s:-.:me ships sho·wn in the 1941 
organization as the flagships of DEs
F.ON 5~ ~PON 3 and SUBP.9H 6, CO~CRU-
DI?' 16 . - \and l is ·s.lso 
Com.'.lander East ' Indies SCREENDm FORCE 
. .. , · ~hich ac-
co~ts ·ror his many associations r.ith 
kno'o:n destroyers and DESDIVS. 

~1is 7,~s s~nt out on 25 August 
and CO!! 14 and B?LC01P·:EN Units were 
as~~ed to check the above and co~ent, 
Since no 1nd1catio~s of disagreement 
have been noted and since co; 14 has 
referred to the nrrrNU in CF.DDIV 16", 
it may be assumed that t he above or
~aniza ~ion is correct. 
{GZ Organization Bull #6 -O?HAV-251742-

TUNA - TI) · . 
(S~ary, 011400 1 S~ptember, No, 5) 

No. 1157 

~.GU M.AF:U . .. · operating r.1 th 
CP.TIDIV 6 and llJJm ~OU 6. DESEON 2 
associated KAGU YAEU, C?ITDIV 8 and 
Comdr 1ST AIE FLEET. Possibly furnish
ing destroyers to carrier as ~Bll as 
K...~.GU l!J..EU 
(COM-14-251932-TI) 

·. 
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AUGUS7 25, 19~2 (Continued) 

--

·-· 

Wo. 1157 (Co:lt.-) 

It ~as declared: 

IAGU YJ.?U ~as in· comsnnica~ion 
rt th 5TR AIR ATTAC3: ?CFCF. at Rabaul 
en 24 August. 

ll.AFD . i on 16 August \tas be-
lieved to be enroute Sasebo to Rabaul 
via T~ · 

TI on 22 August sta'ted C01IDESP.O.N 
2 and CRUDIV 6 both frequently ad
-dress~d by 8'!E: :LEFT but seem to come 
uncer 11TH J~R ~E~T for operations. 
(Sumcary,·260600, August, No. 45) 

. : . 

TI!e administrative organization ot Carrier 

tivisions One: and Two ns also outlined at this time. 

The RYO'J'O ~s in the vicinity o~ P.abaul, and though 

it belonged to Carrier Division Two for adoinistra-

tive p~poses. it ~as opera~ing ~th Carrier Division . 

One. 

No. 115a-
. . 

~e:erence RI S~ry 230600/Q August, Item 28 
P~ Sum=ary 240600/Q AugUst, Item 4 

It a1:l~~ears to GZ that as late as 15 
August, the Administrative Org~~ization 
of C)Y~IVS 1 and 2 ~as as follo~s: 
CAFDIV 1 t C.AFniV 2 
SHO.K.AKIJ : · F.YUJO 

.. i 
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AUGUST 25, 19l2 ·(Continued) 

.No • . ll58 (Cont•) 

· zuro.xu __ . . : HITJ.n ~ ;_ · · • ) 
zunro .. . :*' : HAY.ATAKA . _ 

!':YUJ'O, however ~-as operating ~-:-1 th 
~so::;Jro and ZUI?:J..KU, VJb.ile 2tll..t!O ~as· 
o;: era ting ":11. tb. EI~AKA and ID.Y.AT.AKA. 
'* ZUIHO mav not be 1n CAFDIV 1 (al-
though sta~f officer of oc-
casionally shows on her), but is cer
tainly not in CARDIV 2. 
(GA MEYQ-DI) -
(S~ry, 250600, August, No. 1) 

. No. 1159 

One from · ·: (Yokosuka Air) 
at 24/1605, addressed _ ·(a car-
rier Plane Group); in~o ' (ZUIHO), 
and '· (Staff Com:!!. Officer CAB-
DIV 2) was delivered by Tokyo Broad
cast and give no clue ta location. 
(co~-14-250632-TI) 
(SC!!l:lary, 251400, A~"Ust, No. 6) 

No ... 1160 ... ·. 

E!UJO - - · now a tnarently in 
Sou·chern .Area and one instance i'(2S ad-

. · · . . . ·dressed ~re of· STii r.'!.EBT • 
_.. . · ~ RYUJO · also as so cia ted nth ·FJ.BAUL. EASE 
: · · . Fo.F.CE . · _: and ·was called along : 

· · · · rt th P..abaul F.adio _ . by unident1-

.' 

·!1ed . on 5590 kcs at ·0400, 25th. · 
· ~BEL-250715:-TI) · · .. . · 

. . 
·-It \:as stated: 

•' · . .. 

. .... 
This previously noted in P:I 

• _._ SUID.!!lary 250600/Q .August, -page 9, items 
·. . ··26 cmd 27. Item 27 associated the FYU.TO 

rtth P?Ssible D~stroyer or Salvage Ship 
. . . . . . .. 

: . ~ (Summary, 260600, August, 17o. 33) . . . . . .. 
,' • I 

.. _ ; • • • • 0 : 

~ ·, ·' ' , ; :· . ... : ·· .. . 
.. .... · .. :"": ~ •, ' : . · · : .. .. .. ·- \ .... .• 
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AUGUST 25, 1942 (Continued) 

No. 1161 

CO!.IC.AT''.DIV 2 an~ ZOIHO p1ac:P-d by 
D/F in Kyushu Area. T~o despatches 
from tOIHO ; indicate she r.ill 
soon depart ·xure Area. ZOIHO repea
tecly indicated as not ~ ·company 
HIT.AKA and HAY).TJ.I...A. P.YUJO . still 
unit 0~ c;~nrv 2 for administration 
although o pera tin~ 7.1 th C.AP.DIV 1. 
(COU-14-251932-TI) . 

It ·.;as mentioned: 

CO~CAF.DIV 2 on ~2 August trias 
~laeed by TI at Kure. 
• ZUIHO by D/F on 2.4· Au'gust ~as 
at 29 N, 132-30E. 
(S~ry, 260600, August, No. 7) 

An estimate o~ the position of Japanese car-

riers on this day was contained in the follo~g 

dispatches: 

~ro. 1162 

Association of HOSRO ' r.i~ 
Kure Navy Yard Drydocks Section 
and other Kure addressees su~gests that 
vessel at present in Kure Area possibly 
undergoing overhaul.. 
(BEL-250715-Tl) 

It r.as noticed: 

On 22 August CO::JC.AFJ:IIY 2 ·and HOSBO 
ap~eared in heading of a despatch appar
ently fro~ a un1 t o!' C.APDIV 2, v;hich in
dicated iOSHO at Kure. 
(S'.JI!ll!l<lry, 260600, August, No. 8) 

. • .. 
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AUGUST 25, 19L2 (Continued) 
\ 0 • 

o' t" ·. : 

l!o. 116' . : ...... \. l 

No chalige in pos1 t1ons o~ car
riers noted. SHOKAKU, ZUIKAKU, and 
RYUJO belleTed 1n Sol.omons. HITJL\ 
and F.AYATAKA believed Xyushu J.rea. 
ZUIRO and HOSHO belleved at Xure • 

. No 1n!orma tion on K.ASUGA MARU s~e 
. . 20th. . ... ·. .. . '. 

(COM-14-251.934-TI) 

It was notedt 

: . 

COMU on 24 August stated KASUGA 
KARU about to depart Empire for Truk 
Area. . 
(Summary, 2606oo, Augus~-' Wo. 9) 

.. . ~· ..: ;. .. 
: , 

... 
4 •• ~ 

o, 0 • • 0 • , - • • : •• . ~ - . :: ... 

.· 

. ·- : 

It was suggested tb.at aircraft for the Xi.sa..ratau · · 

Air Detachment at Xavieng were b·eing transported ~om 

the Em?ire by the NITCHO Maru. Warning ·l7as issued t hat 

enemy planes were operating on itekata Bay on the nortJ:l-
. . 

east coast o~ Santa Isabel Island in the Solomons • 

. · ··seaplanes were also operating at Salamaua. :"! ·. .• ... • .. 

No, 11.64 
·' 

Comdr Remaining Forces at Kisare.tsu 
Air Station · _ addressed despatch · 
at 2030 1 23rd to _ Commanding 
Officer Kavieng Base1 info NITCHO 1UffiU 
. . · sugg&sting aircraft stores for 

K.asaratsu Air Detachm&nt at Kav1eng may be 
tr~~sported !rom Empire by 1~TCHO MARU. 

· . (BEL-250732-TI) · . . 

.• 

.· . . 
: . .. .. 
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OP.!G!N.AL 
. . l December 194-lt . . 

AUGUST 25, ~942 (Continned) 

No. 1164 (Cont,.y · ... 
• 0 

0 0 • :-
· .It was indicated: · ·. 

T! on 1.5 August .inflicated possibil-
1 ty NITCUO !i.ARU : ill Sa~ pan Ar~a . 
in company rl th !CJ2£rKA1";A 1d.ARU 1 

and Air Tenders .and --, • , ._ 
(s~ari, 26o6oo~ · August, No: 12) 

·. 

. . . ·· .. . 
• 0 

.. . . .. . . .. 
.. . 

No. 1165 -•.· , : . 
I • 

_ :comdr RmTA Seaplane Base . 
appeared as addressee a~ong '~~ Staff 
Come Officer . STR FLEET in despatch 
fro: Staff Com:1 O!;."'icer ."DESF.O!f 10 · ! 

at 2215, 24th. Ap:-:arently refe:-s ·fo Rekata 
Bav on Northeast Coast of Ysabel in the . 
Solomons. . : · · ... 
(BEL-250715-TI) 
(S\.iJD.Onai?, 260600.~ Augu"st, No. 28) . 

l'fo. 1166 

,· 

·· Seaplanes operating from F.ekata Ba:Y, · . ' · 
.. Sta Isabel Island. This !'ro~ . _ ·. · .. · . 
,. ·. address in messag~· · .. · . . _-: .. 
. , from C.om:nunication Officer DESROli 10 . ·: · · ·- ·· 

· . , ·1 ~hich w~nt to CoiC~cat1on · ·. · :· .-:·, ·. 
0~!'1cers liTH AIR FLEET, 8TH :LEE!~ and· . ·.~ . · · · 
.above address; in~o to Coi!ll:lunication . . .·.~ · · 
Officers 1ST AIR FLEET, and ~ at · · ·· ·. . . .. · ·- .· .· 
2230, 24th. · Ifi tter believed colle:cti Te ·· . ~-
for !UZI and- KIF.ISHI!JA. . · ·. · . :~ 

(COU-14-25~814-TI) (!!TI!O #25-1) · •· . . . ·. 
~ 

I ' ' 

,. · .. . -.It r.as commented: .· -
0 ':: o ' f I ~ ~ 

~. . 

. . Santa Isabel Island is · in the Solo-
.. : .. · ... : . · . mons Islands. · . ·. ·. .. · . 

. . .. · · · . '. '; . ·(Sumiilary, 2506001 · August, No. 34) . . . .. . . 

. .. . . : ·: .. " ... 
. . . ""· 

• . : . : i . 
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:'"· . . ·.· 
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·_ AUuUST 25, 191..2 (C~ntinued) 

No. 1167 

On Aug. 20th, .. _ 
ftCO~IDER, SOLOMON ISLJJmS SEAPLANE 
·GP.OUP•, f.'a.S noted. 
(G~ memo 8/25-DI) 
(Summary, 2906001 August, No. 35) 

No. 11.68 

EIYE.T At::r A YAP.U • 
his seaplane units at 
25th. 
(COM-14-251932-TI) . . 

It -r,as re%!1.8.rked: 

.. addressed 
Salainoa at .l43S, 

1has been identified pre
viously as KIYO?~;.A MJJ.U which ·on 22 
August •::as as so cia. ted rl th SASEBO #5 
L L.'WI!i'G FOF.C~ sh o"?.!l. a t Bun.:.. 
(S~ry, 260600 1 Augus t, No. 38) . 

.' 

.· 
. ·-=-

J.n enerJ.Y air case '!'1a·s ~elieved to be· in ope~- . . . : ·.• 

.~ tion on Giz~ Islaii~1 and pa;t or the Sixth Air Attack 
, . . . ~. . . . : . . . . 

Force . r.as believed to be stat1oned . there~ 
' ' !'he ·eom- - . . ,. - . 

·.::-. :· cander o! the l!isa~ .Air Group was located at ·Gasm.ata, 

· and an air Uili t i'1hich had been ack.ive 1n ·the lleut3.ans . . 

.. ·. ' 

- r.as no~ observed at the Yokohama Air Ststion. It 

y;-as believed that preparat.ivns were being made .here . -
: . 

. . ·. . .. for · a t1ovement to the 'Indie·s or Malay area. 

. . .. : . •:.· : .. ·:· ,, ·.• . . ·~. 

. '· ; . : . 
: .. • .· .. ... ... .. . .. 

: . ... 
•· . . . ···~ .. . , . . 

. . . 
I.! • ,- • 

· ~ . ,<# • • • ; ,, .·; 

.. . . .. · . 

.. . .. ~ 
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I.UGUST 25. 1942 (Continued) · 

wa. 1169 

Air Unit "\ active in . 
}~eutians unt~ recently_no~ shown 
at Yokohama Air Station • . 
· at ~38/23 August ·addressed 
message' to Commander TOKO AIR ~ • ~ 
Info: O~erztions Section Naval General 
Starr ·· . . ', St~:r.r Com;znmication 

. O~!ice:r .3RD FLEET '1 ~TR AIR. 
FLEET '· and AIRROH 2l. • 
COUA.IP.R01( n . is at Sabang and ·has re:.. 
cent~~ been associated with 3F~ FLEET. 
Current association suggest movecent 

· · either to Indies or Yalay 
Area after refit in Empire. 
(BEL-250722-TI) . 

It was observed: 

A!R Unit · left K1ska on the 
KJ.XITsti ~..?.U about August 19. 
(S~ry, 251400, Augus~, No. 9) 

No. 1170 
~ . 

Cocmander Gizo Base ~as 
action addressee in dispatch from starr · 
Communication O:'fi.cer ilF.P.ON 26 · · 

. which w?.s intercepted at 0537/25 A~rust. 
Association ~th Ai~ Stations and Units 

· suggests this is an Air Base and part or 
AIRP~N 26 ~ay be based there. 
(BEL-250722-TI) , . 

·It was po~ted out: . . . 

, . . . 

The com!!lander AIP.F.Ol'l 26 is the same 
as Cocdr. 6TH AIR ATTACK FORCE currently 
believed to be located at Tenian. 

· (Sm:unary, 251400, August, l'io. ~) -. 

. • .•. 

: ·. 

·. 

816 . . . 
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AUGUST 25, 1942 (Continued) 

-.. 

.· 

, ,': , ··7 •.. ., 

lio. 1171 
~ - . 

Co~dr !I!ISA?JA AIR at Gasmata. 
(COY-14-25193~TI) 

. It :;as dechred: 

TI on 1.5 August U1dicated Comdr 
MISA":":'A AIR at Gasmata. (?). ·. .· 
(Sum:1ary, 260600, Augus~, ~o. '36) · 

. ' • 

Japanese ships w&r& watched constantly since 

their covements provided valuable clues concerning 

enecy plans. One Maru was en route from Truk to 
. . 

P.abaul rlth a Commander or a salvage unit aboard, and 
. . 

several other Marus ~ere in the sa~e area, as ~ere 

~ so:::ne ";arships acting as escorts. 

No. 1172 

YJ~U shifted from 
to Rabaul Communica~ion ·zone at 
1900/24 August. · . · · 
(EEI.-250722-TI) . ·. · 

. .. 

.-
...... •. 

: . · It was stated: .; 

On 13 August Comci~nder SOUTHEP~ 
E;rPEDITIONJ..RY FOP.CE ordered u.A?.U 
to proceed to Rabaul. It ~as believed 
to be at Palao at that time. 
(Summary, 251400, August, No. 19) 

.. 
·' . 

.. ·. 

. . ' 

o a •"'• 

.-

' : 

• 

,.· 

. . ·:.. 

. .' 

:· . ...,. . : . .... ; -~ ,. :. · ~ . . . . 
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O'RIGTNAL 
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AUGUST 25, 1942 (Continued) 

No. 1173 

Co~er Salvage Unit _ 
--·- . _ ; ?.'aS sho~ a b~ard l!.AFIJ 

l and associated r1 th Rabaul 
Rarbormaster, Staf~ Co~~ication 
Oft'icer CEUDIV 1.3 ,, ¥.IK?" ... AI 
!JAP.U -~- _ ,... I and TTuk DE?ENSE FORCE 

·. in 0-;lera tion 11?e tra!"!'i.c 
originated at 2250/24 August and 
0100/25 August. · 
(B~i-250722-TI) . 
(S~ry, 251400,· August, No. 20) 

No. 1171.. 

SOUYOD MJ~J in Uar~~alls 
Area. ' l'ATSUT.A . - ~ at Truk. 
NITCHO MJ,Fn ~-- - .. pToba b1y enroute 
Saipan fro~ Yokoshuka. SUF.DIV 
o!" ftrnRON 1 ·traffic routed to Saipan. 
Man-o!~v:·ar enroute Yokos-u.ka to 
Jaluit. 
(BEL- 250732- TI) 

. . . . 
It r.as mentioned: 

. . . ~ ... 

TI ·on August 20 indicated SOUYOU ·· 
XARU : ·• -possibly departing J!~r- · 
shalls for Kure • . TI on 13 August indi-
ca ted SUBDIV · T:oulci accom;:'any 
CO~SOBFON 1 from Yokosuka to 8TH rtE:T 
Are:a or pos!Zibly r;ould follo~ later. · . 
(SUI!l.!:.ary1 260600, AubUSt 1 No. 15) .. . 

. · . . . ·. : 

No. 1175 
.. ·, ::\: _: .. 

·.· ., . . . 
.. 

~ . . : . ~ 

Tra!"fl~ . routin.i; and associations 
· -. · .. ·. she'S TDIP.YU • at Raba~. llARU 

. ·. . - ~ .. 
. . . ·· . .. . . •. ·.. . . . , . . 

.. \ .... 
:.. 

~ ·, ... \ '· :· .· .. 

. .. .. 

. -· . .. 
... 

: · . ~ .. - . 

. . . 

.. ·818 
' ' : ·. 

· .' . ... ··... .. :-. .. . . ...... . : .. · .. 
. . ' 

.'. · • .a. 
. . . . .. . . . .. .. . - : . 

.. . •, . 
.. .. . .. , . .,.· . ·· ·· "; 

• . . : 

. . . . ·· . 

I 
I 
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I OF.IGINAL 
1 . 1 December 19~ · 

~UGUST 25, 19~2 (Continued) 

-. lfo• 1175 (Cont.) 

\ and ltan-of-~ar 
·Rabaul Area. MAUR 
Truk to P.a baul. 
(EEL-250732-TI) 

· +t. ;ras noticed: 

-I in ·. 
}eil!'oute 

·on Augn.st 16 ;;as iiic!i
cated in Saipan Area ~r T.I. MAP.U 

on August 14 uas indicated 
by T! enroute Fa baul from Yokosu2 • 

.· 

· .. . .· 

• • • t 

, : 

I"' -~ . 
:' : 

. lt.A.P.lJ ! was by traf!ic 
routing (:nd association · on 2.3 August . 
in Truk Area. · .. 

. · On August 1.3 TI indica ted uni- · · 
ee·nt1!1ed Fle~t S!-11p . origi-
nated ~ovement report apparently 
departure from home waters ~or · 
P.abaul. . . . 
(SU!!L:ary·, · 260600, Aug\.lst, 1io. 43) 

: .. .. 

Enemy submarines we:re very ·active ·in the , _ .. J •• 

' ' 

. Solomon .area and the '\':ide dissemination ~1ven to their . . . . . . . 
. dis~~ches pr~bably indic~ted that they ·.,..-ere enga.ge.d ..... · ;·' · 

in s.cou:ting· operations. 
' . ' . -.· 

... 
. ~o. 1176 · · 

.· . · Su~arine · activity continued . 
'today nth frer·ue:nt reports. ' . . . ' 

· . · ( COM-14-250606-TI) · · . 
·. (S~ary, 251400, .August, Ho• 25) , 

·. . .. ~ . 
~ ·· ... . 

.... • .. .......... 
... .. .. :· ·. 

... .. . · -; . . ·- ·.. . . . . .. 
! ' I ' '• • • . "• • ' • .,. ~ 

· .. ·. : . .: : . . . ~.. .:·: _: . 
. ... .. -

. • - · ~ =·· .•. .. . • -. ,. 

~ ; . . . 

. . : ..... . . . . -... 
· ' · • • • •• • • J 

' . . 
. . ~ . • . :· . • -=:.. : ,,, .... . ·· .. • .. .... •. ·.- .. 

. •. ' 
.. '. 

.. . . · 
... ' 

... . · . ·, :. : 

. · . ... 

. ' . . 
. . : : ... ' . / . 
'" .. . : .. .. : .. · .. 

' ' . ' 

. .... · , .. 
. ~· .. ; . .... .· ..... , . . . . .. 

: ; .-. ~- ~ . .. . .. ~. . . . .. . 
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OF.IGI:·!J.L 
1 December 1944 

AUGUST 25, 191..2 (Continued) 

:r.o .. 1177 

Submarines in Solomons Area 
·continue high activity and des
patches received rlde publicity. 
Probably eneaged in scouting o7era
tions. · 
(C0~-14-251932-TI) 
(Sumczry, 260600~ August, No. 47) 

No. 117-3 

CO!JSlJBFO!'! 1 located by DF in 
J..r· e~. 7 10 South. 167 ~st, v;as !r:ost 
active ·~"ith · in STJBR-·!f 11 
located ~n Area, 13 South, 157 East, 
next in vo11me. 
(co~-14-250606-TI) 
(S~ary, 2514001 August, No. 24) 

(!) TI}e Cv~ander of the Japanese Suhc~~ine Force 

-r:as believed to be en route to the South Pacific, "Vih:.ch 

~ould bring the total number o~ ~ajo· co~nders operat-

ing in that v"icini ~- to !ive. 

No. 1179 

COllSUB?ORCE, by traffic head
ings, is indicated enroute S~lo~~ns 
Area and place by DF in A:rea, 04 
North, 159 East. 
(CO::..I-14-250606-TI) · . 

It i'"tas noted: 

CIFCPAC placed COZ:SUEFOP. as 
nearing Tru1c on Aug. :::3rd. 
(S".ll:lLlary, 251400 1. J.u~st, No. ?.2) 

---------------------------------------------------- --- ---

820 



OF!Gr!.t..L 
l Deceober 1944 

AUGUST 25, 19L?. (C0ntinuee) 

lfo. 1180 

!ndicatec arr:.val o! C0hlSUEFORCE 
in F.at2~ Area ill bring list of 
~~jar C~~and~ in t hat Are? to: 2ND 
~I:ET, 1 ST and 111'!1 AIR ::"LEETS, 8TH 
?LEFT, CottSUBFORCE. 
(cn ~.l-14-250636-TI) 
(s·~.:.lii!:lar;r, ?.51400 1 August, Jlo. 23) 

Tra:"'fic for Chief o" Sta~r SUB
FORCE . . · · v:c-r s routed to Truk by 
Tokyo in one instance 1;'rhich is taken 
as so.::1~ indication this command also 
~roceedir1g South from Yo ~::os~. 
(BEL-250715-TI) 

It ·-:a s incica ted: 

?reviously on 25 . Au'~st, COMSUB
F'OF. ~T tra.~fic hec.ding •·:as indicated 
enr~ute Solomons Lrcc ~nc placed by 
D/F in 04R, 159 E. 
(S~ry, 260600 1 August, No. 25) 

No. 1182 

COUStmFOF.CE using Truk Radio 
c~ll as cover up. 
( COl~-14-2519 31~-TI) 

It ·as co~entcd: 

CO:tsl!""EFOR on 25 August, cy traf
~ic he~dings, r.as in~ic~ted enroute 
Solo::J.:ms Area and placed ry D/F in 
04 N, 159 E. 
(S~ary, 2606JO, August, No. 26) 

821 
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' . OF.IGINAL 
~ Dec~mber +944 

AUGUST 25. 19~2 (Conti~d) 

.. '!he sum..a:ry by the Fleet Intelligence orricer 

. .· 
c~ the United States Pacific Fleet issued an 

.· 
. 25 August 1942 stated: 

. . .;-
lfo. 11.83 

.·. -

·-! . . 

The Battle o!" the SOLOl!ONS con
tinues. All contaets rec.eived yester

. · day sho~ed the enezzr.r to be returning 
to the Nortb~rd. . 

· · Enemy is using RE..'CA'l:A EAr on 
SANTA ISABEL as a seaplane .operating 
area. · ' 
C.AFRIEF.S ·. 

Estim2ted positions: . . 
SHO!AXU, ZUIKAKU, RYUJO - Solomon area. 
HITAKA, HAYAT.AAA, ZUIHO - J'APAN? Pos-

.. sibili ty of 
· · having de?ar-

. ted 23 August. 
EOSHO - - - - - - :... - Uil!mo-:m. JAPA1f1 
KASUGA ~ - - - - - ~ - - TRUK area? 
SU3~RI~rES .. ~ 

. Submarines are very active in ·. the · ·.· .· 
SOLO!c!ON area, engaged in scouting . opera- .. . ~·-
tions~ .. . : :·. =- -.' 

... -.. ·~ • • .. • - • ''l: • • :: •• • ··\: . , ... , 

.... · .. 

. . . 
~~- :Bill.~t~ 1s~ued -£;· ~~ ·C~mma~d.er in ~:er . :~· · ·:··:~:: . 

.• . .r.,. 

. . . 

. . . . .. 

.., .. . .: .. • 
of· the Pacific Fleet on 25 August 1942 stated as fol- . ·: . . -
lo-:vs: • • ~~-. 4 • 

. . ' 
• r: • . , .... . . . -

No. 1184 . . 
- . t ·~ ... •• • 

CO:.i!NCH 
COMS:'i P .ACFOR . · 

250303 August, 1942 
... . . . 

• 0 • • • ..... - · 

, · .... 
' . . - ·. · ..... : . . ... . . .. 

. .. . . 
: .. ,._ . , .. . .. . .:. 

' . · .... 

. . !': · :<~ .· ~ -
, . .. : : . . . 

.· . .- . , ...... 
. . ... ·. . . .. . ·. . . . · ...... 
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A .. ~ : ··-. ;·. ·:~ ~ . .· .. 'i . .. ' .• :·: : ·. f\ ... ::_ ··: 

,· .;, ... . 
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